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Diction Deception

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Merocele – A femoral hernia
2. Meselry – Leprosy
3. Feuillemorte –  The color of a faded

leaf
4. Acontia – The defense organs of the

sea anemone

LONGIMANOUS
1. Hopeless yearning or desire
2. Existing for eons; a very long time
3. Having long hands
4. Concerned with the development of

persons or groups over time
INESCATION

1. The act of baiting
2. An experimental adjustment
3. Inability to secrete saliva
4. Insensitivity; numbness

SUGGILLATION
1. Killing by suffocation
2. Moving with a wiggling motion, as

a snake
3. In a whispering manner
4. A black-and-blue mark; a bruise

PREASE
1. To crumple; wrinkle
2. Any request
3. A crowd
4. To groom; to remove lice, insects,

etc.
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Kudos to Mrs. Luscombe and Scouts
For Gifts for Girls Achievement

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Nancy Luscombe, Service
Unit Chairwoman of the Gifts for Girls
Campaign for Westfield, with a copy
submitted to The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
Sincere congratulations to you and to

the Westfield Girl Scout Service Unit.
You have surpassed your goal in your
Gifts for Girls Campaign with contri-
butions of some $5,607.

The parents of the Girl Scouts in your
community have, with their contribu-

Letters to the Editor

Reporters Thank Municipalities For
Prompt Return of Phone Calls

Michael LaPolla Joins A Long List of Local
Leaders Who Rose And Made Good

It is difficult to recall exactly when it became
almost impossible to reach a human being on the
phone. Answering machines have been around
since the 60’s and answering services, since well
before then. However, it wasn’t until the mid-80’s,
that calls to most businesses or agencies resulted
in getting threaded through a never-ending succes-
sion of multiple-choice extensions, because al-
most everyone was “either away from my desk
right now or on another line.”

More often than not, messages left on voice mail
over a weekend or at night, seem to get lost in the
shuffle and answering machines do not tell you
that a person is going to be in a meeting, out of
town, all day. And sometimes, even real live recep-
tionists fail to mention that their supervisor is
going to be in the Bahamas until next month; so
you just leave a message and wait.

There is a notable exception to this modern-day
annoyance that has made life much easier for
many in our local communities and especially for
the staff of The Westfield Leader and The Times.
The secretaries and public information coordina-
tors of our local municipal agencies in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Westfield and Mountainside are
at their desks and most of the time, during business
hours, they answer the phones.

At least a dozen times a week, staff at our paper
is in need of information relating to local boards
and municipal-related topics for articles that we’re
working on. We are often working on deadlines
and need information or contact numbers right
away. Not only have the secretaries and informa-
tion coordinators of the local municipal agencies
been courteous, prompt and patient with us, but
they are some of the most knowledgeable and
well-informed people on issues relating to their
departments.

The secretaries and public information coordi-
nators of the Planning Boards, Zoning Boards,
Boards of Education, Town Council,
Administrator’s and Mayor’s Offices politely tol-
erate an onslaught of calls from reporters from
many local weekly and daily papers, every day. It
has been our experience that they actually listen to
their messages and return calls promptly, either

with the information we asked for or with the
correct person’s name whom we need to contact.

They often know the what, when, where and why
of all the applications or issues that are in the
forefront of current events in each town and they
have been very supportive of our need to bring that
information to the public, ASAP. and, they often
let us know when other department employees are
going to be out of town, so we can plan our stories
around that. Many of our new reporters have
gotten their indoctrination into the workings of
municipal government by information provided
by these very competent civil servants.

We want to
express our
gratitude to the
numerous mu-
nicipal em-
ployees who
have returned
our calls, faxed
us information,
mailed us
records and
helped us in in-
n u m e r a b l e
ways, to do our
job. They do
not get extra
credit or extra
pay for doing
this work, on
top of their
busy sched-
ules. The extra
miles that they
go to help us,
and the com-
munity, often
go unnoticed.
For their dedi-
cation and con-
tribution to the
c o m m u n i t y ,
we just wanted
to say thanks.

It’s always nice when someone local makes good,
and in recent years, a number of men and women
from our area have indeed made good. The most
recent example is Michael J. Lapolla of Westfield.
After more than four years as Union County Man-
ager, he is moving onward and upward as the new
Executive Director of the New Jersey Turnpike Au-
thority.

Mr. Lapolla was fortunate to have served as the top
administrative official in the county at a time of
almost unprecedented economic growth that kept
increases in the county’s tax levies over the past few
years to a minimum-something for which local prop-
erty taxpayers should be grateful. It was during his
tenure that the county initiated grants aimed at senior
citizens, pocket parks and larger recreational facili-
ties. The Jersey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth was
developed on Mr. Lapolla’s watch as well.

During the tributes paid to Mr. Lapolla at his final

meeting with the Union County Freeholder Board,
there were plenty of good-natured jibes at his new
position overseeing the Turnpike’s operations. Jokes
about the famed roadway are almost as old as the
Turnpike itself, but one measure of Mr. Lapolla
success in his new post will be whether he can fix the
popular but troubled EZ-Pass toll system. And he’ll
also continue to have a hand in Union County affairs
as the proposed new interchange in Union County,
just north of Exit 12, begins to take form.

Michael Lapolla joins a growing list of locals who
have succeeded while maintaining their roots in our
area. He joins men and women like former Acting
Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco, former state agency
heads Mark Boyd and Vito Gagliardi, and state
legislators Richard Bagger and Linda D. Stender,
among others, who have climbed the ladder of suc-
cess without forgetting where they began their jour-
neys.

Westfield High Teams Honor The
Memory Of David Otey Campbell

Readers Support McGinn School
Teaching Staff and Education

I would like to congratulate Coach
Bruce Johnson and his Westfield High
School Boys Swim Team on winning the
state championship. This accomplish-
ment was particularly gratifying to me
and my family because this season, the
boys’ swim caps bore the initials “DC”
in honor of my brother David Otey
Campbell who was killed on September
11. The victory seemed only fitting since
Dave was not only a member of three
state championship swim teams at
Westfield High School, but also a team-
mate of Coach Johnson who was respon-
sible for having Dave’s initials on the
swim caps.

Last Thursday, the Delbarton Ice
Hockey Team also won a state champi-
onship, in no small part because of the
efforts of my brother’s sons, Chip and
Tim, and of Delbarton goalie and
Westfield resident Tyler Deicso; I men-
tion this because this team also honored
my brother by carrying the initials “DOC”
on their helmets all season.

We were touched that each of these
teams honored Dave’s memory by wear-
ing his initials this year. Two state cham-
pionships to add to Dave’s legacy was
more than we could have hoped for.

Mary Ann Campbell Anthony
Westfield

We jumped up and cheered for the
letter to the editor on the March 14
issue of The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood regarding Mr. Sanford Harlan
and Ms. Marjorie St.Clair, two teach-
ers at McGinn School in the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood school district.
Their message was an inspiring re-

minder of the commitment displayed
by many fine public school teachers in
our town and around the United States.
Sadly Mr. Harlan and Ms. St.Clair, as
public school teachers, felt challenged
to defend their own profession, ably
represented locally.

Strong public education is not uni-
versal. In some countries, education of
the most limited perspective fills the
void where public education is absent.
Private, or ideological or zealously
religious forces shape the understand-
ing imparted to the young in those
lands. With too few voices raised like
the ones in last week’s compelling
letter, some today even in our own
country view public education as vul-
nerable.

We strongly support and urge every-
one to support public education, but
not because private values have no
place. The expansion of private privi-
lege in education will jeopardize our
public system, which at its best pro-
motes citizenship along with neutral-
ity about values that each individual in
our nation is free to cherish.

Suzanne and
Blanchard Hiatt

Scotch Plains

Community Asked to Contribute
Cans to Help Burn Foundation

Israelis Live With Daily Terrorism,
Yet Are Cast In Negative Light

The Westfield Fire Department
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Associa-
tion (FMBA) Local No. 30, with the help
of the people of Westfield, have been
collecting aluminum cans for the St.
Barnabas Burn Foundation now for 10
years.

In that time span, monies from the
cans collected are in excess of $125,000.
Your support is still needed. St. Barnabas
Burn Center operates the only certified
burn treatment center in New Jersey. It
consists of a 12-bed, intensive care unit,
that treats approximately 300 patients
each year. Twenty-five percent of the
patients are under the age of 18, and 15
percent are under the age of two.

The Westfield Fire Department or the
FMBA do not profit from the collection
of aluminum cans, as all of the monies
collected go directly to St. Barnabas
Burn Foundation. The monies from the
collection are used for burn prevention
education, as well as patient parent board-
ing, and nursing training in burn care.

Since the program’s inception in 1986,
the total amount collected just from alu-
minum cans throughout the state of New
Jersey, exceeds one million dollars.

The collection of aluminum beverage
cans only can be dropped off any time
during day or night behind the firehouse
on North Avenue in Westfield. No other

labor is required, as firefighters will
load the cans into the trailer. We ask
only for your help dropping the cans at
the firehouse.

Michael Brennan
Westfield Fire

Department

After just returning from Israel (I was
three blocks away from the bombing at
Café Moment in Jerusalem last Satur-
day), I find it very difficult to understand
the anti-Israel sentiment in the media.

The press continually refers to the
inhumanity of the Israeli soldiers and
Israeli troopers, while at the same time
holding up the Palestinians as some-
thing akin to freedom fighters. Don’t
these reporters realize that the Israeli
military is largely comprised of children
in uniforms?

After high school, all Israeli boys and
girls are asked to serve their country for
three years. That translates to a military
of 17, 18 and 19-year-olds. When there
is a bombing, which is now almost a
daily occurrence, countless calls are
made to sons and daughters, boyfriends
and girlfriends, to find out if loved ones
are still alive.

To compound the issue, the news sym-
pathizes with the Palestinian mothers
and ignores the agony of the Israeli
parents whose children are killed each
day. It is these same reporters who are
praising the American bombing of Af-
ghanistan villages and featuring human
interest stories about American soldiers
who are away from their families.

The problems in Israel go far beyond
the daily death toll. As I walked the

streets of Jerusalem, I could not help but
notice the empty stores, the vacant res-
taurants and the deserted streets. Con-
struction sites were abandoned, as build-
ing cranes did not move. I could feel the
tension in the air and a fear every time
someone passed by me wearing a back-
pack or carrying a package.

Yet these same Israelis whom the
press declares as inhumane, have re-
fused to leave the country. Rather, they
have chosen to remain, to try to live life
as normal as possible. They told me to do
otherwise is to admit that the terrorists
have won.

September 11 is not confined to
America. Unfortunately, the Israelis are
living September 11.

Ellen Steinberg
Chatham

tions, acknowledged the value of Girl
Scouting for their daughters.

Yours is a grand accomplishment
that we at Washington Rock Girl
Scout Council acknowledge with
great pride. Your success in your
Gifts for Girls program has set a high
standard for the other Girl Scout Ser-
vice Units to meet.

Again, please accept our sincere con-
gratulations and best wishes for con-
tinuing success in Girl Scouting.

Cena Pollitt
Gifts for Girls Council Chairwoman

We Are Confused About the Stealth
Budget Tactics of the Westfield BOE

We’re confused, plain and simple. The Westfield
school board didn’t publish its “proposed” budget in
The Leader, The Ledger, or even The Record, which
are its legal papers; it was published, instead, in the
Home News Tribune (East Brunswick), which most
people in Westfield don’t read.

It is our understanding that the proposed budget
needs to be published four days prior to the public
hearing on the spending plan. Being that the public
hearing for this budget is today — the very day our
papers come out — it is understandable that the
notice needed to go into a daily, and not a weekly,
but how about papers people in Westfield actually
read?

It is making the school board look sneaky; there
isn’t even a copy of the “proposed” budget available
to read in the town library, and it took this newspa-
per several telephone calls to get straight and cor-
rect answers on where the budget was printed and to

get our hands on a copy of the “proposed” budget.
The biggest tax increase this year, and perhaps

ever, will come from the school board. The board is
discussing an increase upwards of 24 cents per $100
of assessed home value. Add to that the increase
from the municipal government, and you have an
increase of more than 30 cents, not including the
county portion of your tax bill.

So we’re confused on how it is the Board of
Education was allowed to publish in a newspaper
not in our county. How is the public supposed to be
well informed; how are they even supposed to know
there is a public meeting on the budget?

As of June, there will be a new records law in
effect, meaning that every budget and most public
records must be made available to the public on
demand. We just hope that the municipalities and
school boards are ready for the change; we’re cer-
tainly looking forward to it.

Parking During Construction At WHS
Is Problem Not Addressed By B.O.E.
Here we are one week from con-

struction of a large construction project
at Westfield High School  that has
been planned for over two years, and
the issue of student parking and traffic
flow has yet to be addressed conclu-
sively.

I feel it has been irresponsible of the
Board of Education to have not ad-
dressed the parking issue when the
construction was first planned and now,
one week prior to construction, the
safety and well-being of the neighbor-
hood residents and Westfield High
School students is at stake.

I live in Stoneleigh Park and am
concerned that the construction, subse-
quent lack of parking spaces and lack of
traffic planning will cause a safety haz-

ard to the neighborhoods near the high
school and to the students of the high
school. Let’s not wait for a tragedy to
occur (as happened several years ago at
the corner of Stoneleigh Park and
Rahway Avenue) before we recognize
that high school students of an “open
campus” and neighborhood parking in
an old community with narrow streets,
curved roads, obstructed views, large
established trees, and children playing
and walking to school do not mix.

I am aware that the option exists to
build a 140 space lot on the back lot of
the armory. This would provide suffi-
cient parking for all the students in a
self-contained, dedicated parking lot,
which can be monitored and lit if nec-
essary.

I understand that the Board of Educa-
tion administration has met extensively
with the armory and has prepared a
concept ready to go to planning stage
.Plans were deferred after 9/11, how-
ever, the site selected is still outside the
“safety area” and would be accessed
through a new independent opening onto
Codding Road. I understand that the
Board of Education is not in favor of
pursuing this opportunity but has of-
fered no viable remedy to the problem.

The school board must step up and
accept responsibility for its students and
provide parking. This is a school, not a
neighborhood, responsibility. It must be
done immediately. The estimates for the
construction have come in under budget
and parking must be considered as a
necessary component of the overall high
school expansion project. This is not a
decision between parking and new staff
positions or programs.

This is a case of providing the re-
quired accommodations for the student
population today and in the years to
come, which is what the bond money
was meant to address. Follow through
with the job, please. The Board of
Education’s lack of planning does not
justify the risks and concerns surround-
ing neighborhood parking. I want to
know what solution the Board can pro-
pose for parking for the high school
students, growing in numbers, without
threatening the safety of the surrounding
community. If no safe solution can be
implemented for the commencement of
the construction, then delay the con-
struction until the safety of the commu-
nity can be guaranteed.

Maryalice Ryan
Westfield

More Letters
on Page 5


