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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

FREE PHONE with
any new activation
with carrying case,
car charger and
headset.

132 East Broad St.
Westfield,  N.J. 07090

(908) 789 - 5302
Mon - Wed, Fri: 9 a.m. -  6 p.m.

Thurs: 9 a.m. -  8 p.m.

Winter Sale
20% Off All Accessories

& 10% Off All Palm Products
Sat: 10 a.m. -  6 p.m.

Free Nationwide
Long Distance

Included!

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING

$20 at Mall $10 at DOTS

Every Morning!

 $10 GIFT
CERTIFICATE
with Any Purchase

to Our First 20 Customers*

*Thursday, March 21 thru Saturday, March 23

SPRING
TRENDS

WIN
All Weekend!

FREE
19" TV and 
DVD Player

Sign Up To Win*

 

D TS

Junior • Misses • Plus • Girls 7-16 

9am Thursday, March 21

All the Trends

                . . .None of  the Prices™

FREE

BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER
1701 US Highway 22 • Near Toys "R" Us • Watchung

www.dots.com Shop Mon-Sat 10-9, Sun 11-6

Visit These Northern Jersey Stores!

BRIDGEWATER  
Somerset Shopping Center

369 Route 202/206

EDISON TOWNSHIP
Edison Mall

U.S. Route 1 at
Old Post Road

Johnny Collar Tees $8

Bra Tanks $10

Printed Capris $13

Floral Dresses $13

PLUS Denim Capris $15

                          Styles may vary by store.

Prudential Securities 
announces the expansion of their

Westfield Office located at 155 Elm Street

with the expansion comes opportunity for 
Financial Advisors.

If you would like to explore 
the opportunities available at 

Prudential Securities, 
kindly contact 

Gerard Rabadeau, 
Senior Vice President-Investments,  

or 
Nunzio Garzino, 

Vice President, Branch Manager
at 908-654-6400. 

All conversations will be held in 
the highest confidence.

© 3/02 Securities products and services are offered by Prudential Securities Incorporated, member SIPC, a Prudential company.
Prudential Financial is a service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America, Newark, NJ, and its affiliates.
www.prudential.com                                                                                                                                 A059421

Union County Freeholders Pay Tribute
To Exiting County Manager Lapolla

Youth and Family Counseling Sponsors
Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea

The Rev. Alphonse Stephenson will
bring his Orchestra of St. Peter by the
Sea back to Westfield on Saturday
evening, April 20. This will be the
12th annual concert conducted by Fr.
Stephenson to benefit Youth and Fam-
ily Counseling Service, and the first
to be held at the Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.

In a recent interview with a YFCS
trustee, Fr. Stephenson spoke about
the past and present mission of his
orchestra.

As most of his many fans know, Fr.
Stephenson was conductor and mu-
sic director of A Chorus Line, which
ran for nearly 3,000 performances
on Broadway in the 1980’s. Looking
for other musical experiences, he
was asked to arrange a concert to
raise money for his assigned parish.
That first concert raised $2000 and
began a new career, which has raised
more than $6 million for worthy
causes since 1986.

The Orchestra of St. Peter by the
Sea gives approximately 60 concerts
per year, both on tour and at their
summer open-air concert series, the
Festival of the Atlantic, at Point Pleas-
ant Beach. The orchestra is com-
posed of approximately forty-five

professional, free-lance musicians,
many of whom have been together
for 15  years. In the past few years,
vocal soloists have been added to the
programs, and have been especially
well received by audiences.

The orchestra plays an exception-
ally wide range of music. The eclec-
tic program for each concert is a
unique combination of classical se-
lections, seasonal pieces,  “pops”
favorites, operatic arias, and, re-
cently, patriotic medleys.

Fr. Alphonse sees the conductor
as a communicator with the orches-
tra and with the audience. Audi-
ences know that Fr. Alphonse sees
his job as entertainment, making
sure that people who come to each
concert feel a part of what is going
on and enter into the enjoyment of
the evening.

Fr. Alphonse has always been
dedicated to music and the church.
In the seminary, he discovered that

there’s not much difference between
being a conductor and being a priest:
both are mediators, trying to present
options, which will satisfy an audi-
ence.

Fr. Alphonse is also a Lieutenant
Colonel and Chief Chaplain of the
108th Air Refueling Wing at McGuire
Air Force Base. This patriotic com-
mitment has intensified following
the events of September 11 and the
activation of about one third of his
reserve unit. Fr. Alphonse balances
his military duties with his priestly
responsibilities and musical career
in a very busy life, in which each
facet complements the others.

The Westfield benefit concert for
Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice, which began at the invitation
of the late George Keenen, is the
agency’s only annual fundraiser. For
information about sponsorship and
tickets, telephone the agency at (908)
233-2042.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Freeholders
paid tribute to County Manager
Michael Lapolla at their meeting last
Thursday night and formally ap-
pointed George Devanney as his suc-
cessor. Mr. Lapolla, who had served
the county for more than four years,
joined the New Jersey Turnpike Au-
thority as its Executive Director on
Monday.

Mr. Devanney, who served as
Deputy County Manager under Mr.
Lapolla, said he looked forward “to
continuing the vision and course of
action the Freeholder Board has set,
and Michael Lapolla has carried out
with great leadership.” Mr. Devanney
helped create and supervise the
county’s Department of Economic
Development, which had a hand in
the development of a number of re-
cent initiatives including the Jersey

Gardens Mall in Elizabeth, a Port
Master Plan for development near
Newark Airport and Port Elizabeth,
and a variety of transportation un-
dertakings.

At last week’s meeting, a number
of people paid tribute to Mr. Lapolla
including U.S. Rep. Robert
Menendez, who praised the outgo-
ing Manager’s work with him on
federal transportation legislation.
Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
saluted Mr. Lapolla’s work on open
space, Port Authority issues and edu-
cation. Union Mayor Patrick Scanlon
said the “tremendous change” in his
community in recent years “can be
traced to the support” of Mr. Lapolla
and the Freeholder Board. Frank
Guzzo, Director of the county De-
partment of Human Services, spoke
on behalf of county employees in
presenting a humorous tribute focus-
ing on Mr. Lapolla’s new position.

After the Freeholders spoke of Mr.
Lapolla’s tenure, with Freeholder
Chairman Lewis Mingo, Jr. present-

ing the outgoing county manager
with a plaque of appreciation, Mr.
Lapolla ended the hour-long tribute
by calling his four-plus years “a lot
of fun. Everybody should have a job
that they can wake up in the morning
and say they love.”

At the start of its meeting, the
Freeholder Board paid tribute to
Westfield resident Ernest Winter, who
celebrated his 100th birthday last
week. The Board also passed a reso-
lution in which the county will enter
into a professional engineering ser-
vice contract with JCA Associates
Inc. of Clark for construction man-
agement and inspection for the con-
struction of a replacement structure
for the Union Avenue Bridge in
Scotch Plains. The Board also con-
gratulated Emily Walker of Fanwood
on receiving her Girl Scout Gold
Award and Kevin Dick of Westfield
on attaining his Eagle Scout award.

The Freeholder Board’s next regu-
lar meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, March 27.

IN HER MEMORY…The late Ann
Conti, pictured above, was recognized
for her service as County Surrogate
from 1982 to 1999. Ms. Conti was
honored with a memorial located in
Mountainside. The remaining balance
from the Ann Conti Memorial Fund
will be presented to the Mountainside
Historic Preservation Committee on
Sunday, April 21, at 2 p.m.

SP Democrats Seek
Council Candidates

Kenneth Lipstein, Scotch Plains
Democratic Committee Chairman,
advises that anyone interested in
community service has an oppor-
tunity to serve the Township by
seeking office as a Democratic
candidate for the Scotch Plains
Township Council.

Three Council seats will be de-
cided in the election this Novem-
ber. Those wishing to have their
name on the June primary ballot
must make a decision by April 8.
For information call Kenneth
Lipstein at (908) 232-7880 on
weekdays or (908) 232-0517 on
evenings and weekends.

State Legislation Could Allow Finger
Print Check of State Employees

Legislation that would allow for
fingerprinting and criminal back-
ground checks of applicants for
state civil service jobs that have
domestic security concerns was
released from the Senate Judiciary
Committee on March 15.

The measure, S-1224, sponsored
by Senators Richard H. Bagger (R-
21) and John A. Girgenti (R-35),
would ensure that state jobs relat-
ing to domestic security are not
filled by individuals with undesir-
able or criminal histories.

“The protection of domestic se-
curity is one of the greatest con-
cerns of the citizens of our state,”
said Senator Bagger. “We need to
provide assurances that those cho-
sen to protect us, and those with

access to sensitive security infor-
mation, are of the highest charac-
ter. The implementation of crimi-
nal background checks will help
ensure the employment of only the
most qualified and trustworthy in-
dividuals.”

Under terms of the legislation,
the state’s Commissioner of Per-
sonnel would be required to finger-
print applicants for positions that
have been designated as having
domestic security concerns.

The Commissioner would also
be authorized to receive informa-
tion on applicants’ criminal history
from the Division of State Police,
the State Bureau of Identification,
and the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation. The information received

from these sources would then be
used to help determine applicants’
employment eligibility. “Our law
enforcement agencies keep exten-
sive records of criminal activity,
and it just makes sense to check
applicants for sensitive jobs against
those records,” added Senator Bag-
ger. “Anything that can be done to
protect our people in a reasonable
manner should be done, and will be
done.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DANISH SMILES…Fellow journalist, Poul Erik Tarp, and his wife Kirsten are
greeted by David Corbin, Asst. Publisher of The Leader/Times in the Westfield
office this past Monday. Mr. Tarp works for the Danish newspaper, Thisted
Dagblad. In 1997, Mr. Tarp worked at The Leader/Times as an exchange
journalist. He stays with his hosts in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are:
Mr. Corbin, Mr. Tarp and Mrs. Tarp.


