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KLIMOWICZ TOTALED 448 POINTS AND 224 REBOUNDS

Raider Lady Cagers Stormed
Onto the UC, Section Scene

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It appears that a new sheriff may
be about to enter Union County high
school girls’ basketball. The con-
tender emerged this season in the
form of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, who rumbled onto the scene
and finished with a 21-5 record.

An omen was sent to their Union
County opponents when the Raiders
won the North Warren Tournament
on December 28 and notice was
served when they defeated Elizabeth
on January 15 and nearly stopped
Union on January 19. The Raiders
received the second seed for both the
Union County tournament (UCT) and
the North, Section 2, Group 3 tour-
nament.

“We beat Newton and North War-
ren in the Christmas tournament
and that was a high point for us,”
said Raider Head Coach Brian
Homm. “And beating Elizabeth was
big because they were ranked 18th
at the time. We wanted to play the

bigger teams.”
Although the Raiders were stunned

by Roselle – the eventual champions
– in the UCT, they quickly rebounded
to beat Cranford in the section semis
and gave Malcolm X. Shabazz – then
ranked second in New Jersey – a run
for its money in the final.

Homm said, “Beating Cranford to
get us to the finals and although it
wasn’t a win, it was a bright spot (to
play Shabazz tough) because they
handled us pretty easily the first two
times we played them.”

Homm added, “I was hoping to ad-
vance further in the county tournament
but we lost to the team that won it.”

Senior Co-Captains, forward Erin
Gillooly and guard Kellie LaForge
and junior forward Lindsay Pennella
added a veteran touch to a team that
also included three freshmen. The
addition of freshmen, center Hillary
Klimowicz, point guard Jen Burke
and guard/forward Maura Gillooly
really molded the Raiders into a for-
midable team.

Erin Gillooly netted 167 points
and sank 58 percent (21-36) of her
free throws. She also was second on
the team in rebounds with 124 – 84
defensive and 40 offensive – had 25
steals and abetted with 37 assists.

“She was injured at the beginning
of the year but in the second half of the
season, she really came on for us,
especially on the boards,” Homm said.

LaForge was the spirit and fire of
the team. She totaled 158 points and
had 50 assists but her real strength
was her defensive doggedness.
LaForge yanked down 63 boards –
54 defensive and nine offensive –
and snatched 48 steals.

“Kellie gave us 110 percent all
year and made things happen out
there,” said Homm. “She did a lot of
things defensively and made a lot of
steals. She was aggressive offen-
sively, taking the ball to the basket a
lot. And we needed somebody to do
that.”

The chief thief, however, was

ROTHSTEIN, VILLA MAKE ALL-UC, ALL-WC 1ST TEAM

Devil Bowlers Eye Goal No. 4,
(NJSIAA Crown) Next Year

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three of four goals were accom-
plished by the Westfield High School
bowling team this year. First, the
Blue Devils won the Watchung Con-
ference (WCT) title on January 24.
Second, they stole the Union County
(UCT) crown on February 7. Third,
on February 9, the Blue Devils won
their fifth North, Section 2 title in six
years.

Goal number four, however, was
not accomplished when the Blue
Devils finished fourth to Clifton in
the state tournament on February 16.
The good thing, however, is that the
entire Devil “Gang of Five” of three
juniors and two sophomores will re-
turn next year and try it again.

“We have a lot to look forward to
and a lot to work for because we
didn’t achieve our fourth goal this
year,” explained Blue Devil Head
Coach Mike Tirone.

Although the Blue Devils were not
the absolute, supreme rulers of all
the “alleys” this year, winning a con-
ference title, a county title and a
sectional title is something that many
teams could picture only in dreams.

Part 1 of the dream, the WCT, the
Blue Devils rolled games of 952, 998
and 1,006 to total 2,956, overtaking
Union for the title. Junior Matt
Rothstein rolled a high series of 646
with a high game of 254 and junior
Scott Villa had a smashing 630.

In the second part of the dream, the
UCT, like a thief in the night Westfield

rolled its highest series ever – 3,177
– to snatch the crown away from the
Linden Tigers, who rolled a fabulous
total of 3,097. Rothstein pulverized
the pins with games of 233, 212 and
237 for a 682 total and sophomore
Andrew Royston added games of

215, 230 and 221 for a total of 666.
Villa made part three of the dream

pleasant by rolling games of 241,
225 and 205 for a tournament high
671 series at the sectional tourna-
ment in West Orange. The Blue Dev-

DEVILS BEAT CRANFORD, QUALIFIED 7 FOR REGION 3

Blue Devil Wrestlers Earned
Respect From Its Opponents

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four years ago, Westfield High
School wrestling plunged into a near
bottomless pit of failure, but things
have changed drastically. This year,
the Blue Devils finished with a 10-6
record and beat Cranford, Kearny,
Elizabeth and Union. Additionally,

they placed a strong fourth in the
District 11 Tournament and quali-
fied seven for Region 3.

“We beat four tough teams,
Cranford, Union, Elizabeth and
Kearny, whom we didn’t beat in my
six years here,” pointed out Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.
“Feels great!”

Impressing
many, espe-
cially at the end
of the season,
was junior Joe
D e C a m p o
(119-lbs), who
finished his sea-
son at 21-8. He
placed fourth in
the Union
County Tourna-
ment (UCT)
and third in Dis-
trict 11, but
turned it on in
the Region 3
Tournament ,
finishing sec-

ond and stopping one victory short of
making the trip to Atlantic City to
compete in the state tournament.

“I think Joe surprised himself at
the end of the season,” said Kurz. “It
was a tribute to his hard work. I
believed that showed others on our
team that it is possible for them to
make the states.”

If DeCampo showed the promise of
a good finish, juniors Ethan Powell
(135) and Dan MacDonald (152) and
sophomore Lee Tomasso (140) set the
pace of success during the season.

With a brilliant start, Powell won
the Kearny Tournament and placed
second in the Blue Devil Classic.
Later in the season, he placed fifth in
the UCT, qualified for the regions by
placing third in the district and fin-
ished with a 27-7 record.

“Ethan turned it up. His success
translated from what he did in the
practice room. His losses were to
quality wrestler,” said Kurz.

MacDonald, who finished with a
17-10 record, showed flares of bril-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

YOUNG TEAM WON DIST. 11 TITLE, BEAT ROSELLE PARK

Raider Mat Year Highlighted
By Major Accomplishments

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider wrestling is definitely be-
ing noticed, not by accident but by
accomplishment. This year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling team raised eyebrows from the
start by being the only Union County
wrestling team in several years to
defeat powerhouse Roselle Park and
they kept the brows raised by win-
ning the Watchung Conference and,
especially, the District 11 title to-
ward the end of the season.

For the team’s efforts this season,
Head Coach Dave Bello was named
Union County Coach of the Year for
the second time.

“All the coaches, the kids and I
worked very well together. They were
an absolute thrill. We had a lot of
success and a lot of fun,” expressed
Bello. “Very supportive parents, a
great AD (Athletic Director Erik

Rosenmeier) and two fantastic assis-
tants (John Scholz and Ken
Hernandez) made it a real joy.”

This season, the youthful Raiders
had a wealth of talent and qualified
eight for the Region 3 tournament –

four district champions, two runners
up and three third places. The good
news is that they will return the ma-
jority of them next year.

Unfortunately, two, two-time dis-
trict champs will graduate, Lucas

Francavilla and
Matt DeNichilo,
as will talented Pat
Romeo (130-lbs)
and Tyler Stender
(152-lbs).

A four-year var-
sity starter Lucas
F r a n c a v i l l a
claimed the dis-
trict title at 137-
lbs his junior year
and won the 142-
lb. crown this year.
This season, he
also stood on the
top platform in the
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RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
PRESENTS

Spring 2002 Mini Camp
at

     Scotch Plains Fanwood
   High School

March 26 - 28 • 9:00-12:00

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS
Boys’ Varsity Coach

Home of the
7 time

NJ State Champion
Boys’ Soccer Team

(908) 322-6102

Call For Summer Camp Brochure

“Tactics and Techniques”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Raider 215-lb. Matt Loomis, top

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Blue Devil 135-lb. Ethan Powell, top

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE BALL UP COURT...Raider freshman point guard Jen Burke, No. 21, was very successful getting the
ball up court and into the hands of Hillary Klimowicz.

You can open 
an IRA 

anytime before
you retire.

*Consult your tax advisor for eligibility and potential tax savings. © 2002 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. 

It’s not too late to open an IRA and take advantage 

of possible tax savings on your 2001 income tax.* 

At Valley National Bank, we offer super premium rates 

on a variety of IRA products—including Traditional, 

Roth and Educational IRAs—that can help you prepare for

retirement while offering substantial tax savings. 

Find out which IRA product is right for you. Call 1-800-522-4100,

or visit any Valley branch to open an IRA account or fund your

existing one before April 15th.

(We suggest you do it before April 15th.)

Super Premium Rates


