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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
YOU’LL FLIP FOR THESE PANCAKES…Ray Luck, Westfield Rotarian and Deputy Fire Chief, cooked and served
fluffy pancakes during the annual Pancake Breakfast, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Westfield. The event, which was
held the first weekend in March, benefits the organization’s scholarship fund.

Amy Horowitz for The Westfield Leader
BEAUTIFICATION CONTINUES…Mindowaskin Park in Westfield continues to reap the benefits of hard work by
construction crews to beautify the structure around the pond.

County Freeholder Bd. Distributes
Grants for Town Athletic Fields

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Freeholder meeting on Feb-
ruary 28, Union County distributed
the first half of the grant funds ear-
marked for municipalities to use to
purchase and upgrade athletic fields.
The “Field of Dreams” program,
announced last fall is funded through
the county’s Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.
Voters approved the fund in Novem-
ber 2000. The other half of the grant
money, which will be matched by

each municipality, will be disbursed
to each town upon completion of
their particular project.

Local mayors were on hand to
receive their checks at the Board of
Chosen Freeholders’ meeting on Feb-
ruary 28. Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott accepted a check for
$9,175, which will be used for work
at several parks, including Tamaques,
Gumbert, as well as Houlihan, Sid
Fay and Sycamore Fields.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks accepted a check for
$100,000 that will be used, in con-

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
ADOPTING THE OLD MAP...Domenick Carmagnola, pictured, in the forefront, the
attorney from Lum, Danzis, Drasco, Positan and Kleinberg, representing the Westfield
Ward Commission, is shown as the old map, which existed before October 18, 2001, was
re-adopted. Pictured, in the background, are: June S. Fisher of Scotch Plains, a
Democratic member of the commission, Westfield Town Clerk Bernard Heeney, and
Mary Ellen Harris, Republican member of the commission.

junction with Fanwood and their
joint board of education, for field
redesign at Park Middle School.
Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung ac-
cepted a check for $50,000 toward
the joint effort. A $50,000 check
will be sent to Mountainside for
lighting at Echo Brook field and the
Little League field as well as study
of expanding the field at
Beechwood.

The next project under the “Field
of Dreams” program will be an effort
by Union County municipalities,
through their local historical societ-
ies, to identify relevant sites they feel
are important and would like to see
preserved.

In other business, Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan said the hearings on
the county’s proposed 2002 budget
are complete. He praised the efforts
put forth by the various departments
at paring their spending requests. He
said that—given certain areas of the
budget that are beyond the control of
county officials, such as skyrocketing
medical insurance costs, as well as
the weak economy—trying to keep
expenses under control in this envi-
ronment “is difficult.” Freeholder
Board Chairman Lewis Mingo con-
curred saying, this will “be a tough
year” in terms of the county’s budget.

Several members of the Freeholder
Board also congratulated County Man-
ager Michael Lapolla, who was ap-
pointed by Gov. James McGreevey last
month to be the new Executive Director
of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority.
Mr. Lapolla, 45, has served in his posi-
tion since 1997, following stints on the
Freeholder Board in the 1980s and posts
with former Gov. Jim Florio and Sen.
Bill Bradley afterwards.

A number of Freeholders also
praised officials at the county-owned
Runnells Hospital for their success
in recently opening a new psychiat-
ric wing at the facility.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
DELICIOUS BREAKFAST…Tramayne Spooner, 3, of Westfield enjoyed be-
ing served a forkful of pancakes by his mom, Keisha.
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WESTFIELD COUNCIL SIGNS OFF ON SETTLEMENT TUESDAY

Ward Commission Approves
Reinstatement of Old Map

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Ward Commission met on
Tuesday afternoon to adopt a settle-
ment in the lawsuit of Withers et al
versus the Ward Commission et al.

The commission voted to throw
out the map it adopted on October
18, 2001, which had put the entire
Cacciola Place neighborhood into

Westfield’s Second Ward, and to re-
instate the map previously in effect.

The former map, which went into
effect in 1983, split the Cacciola
Place neighborhood between the
town’s Second and Third wards.

The council then approved the
settlement unanimously on Tuesday
night.

From the Ward Commission,
Democrats June S. Fisher of Scotch
Plains and Teresa R. Hale of Hillside

voted against reinstatement of the
old map, while Republicans John
DeSimone of Clark and Mary Ellen
Harris of Kenilworth voted in favor
of it. Town Clerk Bernard Heeney
cast the tie-breaking vote in favor of
returning to the old map.

The Ward Commission, which is
appointed after each census is com-
pleted, consists of two Democrats,
two Republicans and the town clerk.

The October 2001 map was pre-
sented by Second Ward Councilman
Rafael Betancourt. Although Coun-
cilman Betancourt wanted to keep
the 1983 map, he presented the Oc-
tober map because of the
neighborhood’s request to be grouped
together.

Councilwoman Claire Lazarowitz
commented to The Westfield Leader
that the people in the Cacciola neigh-

borhood had felt disenfranchised and
wanted to be a part of the Third Ward
again. Now, she said, she would like
“to see the whole system (of redis-
tricting) changed to non-political.”

The vote cast on October 18, 2001
was also a 2-2 split, with Mr. Heeney
casting the deciding vote in favor of
moving the Cacciola Place neigh-
borhood from the Third to the Sec-
ond ward. The map took effect on

January 1 of this year.
According to federal stat-

utes, each neighborhood
should be “compact contigu-
ous,” while not showing a
difference of more than 10
percent in population devia-
tion between the smallest and
largest wards.

The population remained
at less than a 10 percent dif-
ference from the 1980 and
1990 to the 2000 censuses.

Ms. Hale stated that, “al-
though I agree with the plain-
tiffs … I never approved of
that original map.”

She continued, “I do not
believe the map that was just
voted for is legal.”

“I never found (the map)
in proper order,” Ms. Fischer
stated. Ms. Fischer also
served on the Ward Com-
mission for Westfield after
the 1990 census.

Westfield resident and
former Mayor Thomas
Jardim, who is counsel for
the plaintiffs in this case,
approached the dais Tues-
day afternoon to question
members of the Ward Com-
mission, as well as Mr.
Heeney, on their October
2001 decision.

Domenick Carmagnola of
Lum, Danzis, Drasco,

Positan & Kleinberg, LLC, repre-
senting the Westfield Ward Commis-
sion, cautioned Mr. Jardim that he
needed to keep his questioning to
that of a townsperson, and not the
plaintiffs’ attorney, so as not to cre-
ate a conflict with the settlement.

Mr. Jardim proceeded to ask Mr.
Heeney why he voted in favor of the
map in October 2001, and was chang-

Town Residents Could See Nearly
5 Point Hike in 2002 Budget

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday night the Westfield
Town Council held its regular public
session where they introduced and
approved the 2002 Municipal Bud-
get in a 7-2 vote.

The proposed budget includes a
four and a half cent increase per $100
of assessed value. The town saw a
$900,000 increase in bills, the most
dramatic increase coming from the
Rahway Valley Sewer Company. This
is compacted by the lack of increase
in state aid this year. There is also an
increase in salaries and insurance.

“I vote yes on this budget, know-
ing we did the best that we could
with the tools that we had,” Council-
woman Claire Lazarowitz stated.

Councilman Lawrence Goldman
stated that the council had not seen
an optional budget with a tax in-
crease of zero, which would include
cuts in police, fire and department of
public works. Mr. Goldman then
asked if Town Administrator James
Gildae could provide those numbers
for consideration.

Both Councilwoman Lazarowitz
and Councilman Kevin Walsh men-
tioned that Governor McGreevy has
asked municipal governments
throughout the state to “tighten their
belts.”

Councilman Walsh and Council-
woman Susan Jacobson cast the two
dissenting votes. “I can’t support the
budget with a tax increase like this,”
Ms. Jacobson stated. “I’m afraid (my
constituents) are being taxed out of
Westfield.”

“As a matter of philosophy I can’t
support an almost 5 point tax in-
crease in this year of all years,” Mr.
Walsh said.

Councilman Salisbury explained
that the majority of the budget is
non-discretionary, meaning that it
cannot be changed, and only 14-16

percent of the budget is discretion-
ary; meaning that only $5 million of
the $25 million budget can be
changed.

“How can we make this the best
possible town with the resources we
have,” Mayor Gregory McDermott
posed to the council.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance that bans smoking in and
around the Memorial Pool Complex.
The ordinance, bans the carrying of
lighted pipes, cigars and cigarettes
within a twenty-foot radius of the
complex, and carries fines ranging
from $50 to $500 for violations. A

second reading was also held on an
ordinance swapping a town owned
piece of land located at 1211
Sedgewick Avenue for the property
at 1203 Sedgewick Ave. owned by
Needle Point Homes. Needlepoint
will also pay the town approximately
$150,000 for the price difference in
the properties, and there is a prohibi-
tion on the land being subdivided in
the future.

Mike Nuzzo, a Lawrence Avenue
resident, spoke to the council about
his concerns of the Westfield Police
Department using unmarked cars to
catch speeders on Lawrence Ave. “It
really goes into big brother kind of
tactics. It needs to be redressed ... it
just seems like it’s a big city tactic in
a small place that doesn’t need it,”
Mr. Nuzzo said. “In a case of un-
marked cars there’s no pretense what-
soever, they just want to break your
knee caps.”

Mayor McDermott responded that,
“one of the reasons why we do have

unmarked cars that are on the streets
is that we are constantly, members of
the council, hearing about people
speeding and (that is) a very, very big
concern. I don’t think the police are
there to knock knee caps.”

Mr. Nuzzo urged the council to
reconsider this policy.

Police Chief Bernard Tracy ex-
plained that the vehicle Mr. Nuzzo
was speaking about has Westfield
Police decals on both sides of the car,
and lights in the back window, it
however does not have a light bar on
the roof of the car, or decals on the
back. “The policy saves people from
being hurt, people from being killed.
I think people should obey the speed
limit laws,” Chief Tracy went on to
say, that the car in question is driven
by a uniformed officer and though
there are four police cars in town that
contain dashboard video cameras,
this car is not one of them.

Town residents were also on hand
to address the council about the pro-
posed ordinance allowing people with
front porches to include 50 percent
of the space of their front porch in a
new addition to their home.

Tony Laporta, a North Chestnut
Street resident, who also sits on the
planning board urged the council to
consider an ordinance that would
forgive the front porch and allow for
an extra 400 square feet or 28 percent
of lot coverage, whichever is less, for
additions. “A front porch, you can
argue, is good for the whole neigh-
borhood, it brings people together.”

Sherrie Fritz, a Maye Street resi-
dent, told the council that her home
has a wrap around porch, and with the
ordinance currently being considered
it would not be cost effective for her to
put such a small addition on her home.
“I’m with Mr. Laporta, giving half is
almost like giving nothing.”

Kerry Hanson of Harrison Avenue
urged the council to, “find a balance

“I vote yes on this budget,
knowing we did the best that we
could with the tools that we had,”

 Councilwoman Claire Lazarowitz
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Christian Fagin Ends
January Internship

WESTFIELD – Randolph-Macon
College in Ashland, Va. has revealed
that Christian Fagin, a Westfield resi-
dent and a 1998 graduate of Westfield
High School, recently completed a
January internship at Financeware.com
in Richmond, Va. Christian is a senior
at Randolph-Macon College.

Gala Wine Tasting to Benefit
Westfield HS Marching Band

WESTFIELD – Fine wines, hors
d’oeuvres and music will be the
highlights of the evening during a
fundraiser planned by the Band
Parents Association of the Westfield
High School Marching Band.

The “Gala Wine Tasting,” which
is scheduled for Friday, April 12,
from 7:30 to 11 p.m. at the Knights
of Columbus, 2400 North Avenue
in Scotch Plains, will include a
silent auction.

Admission is $20 per person,
which includes a selection of fine
red, white and sparkling wines, a
souvenir wine glass, food and mu-
sic. All proceeds will benefit the
Marching Band’s Scholarship
Fund, as well as provide support
for other band projects.

Tickets will be available at the
door or can be purchased in ad-
vance. For tickets or for more in-
formation, please call (908) 233-

6011.
The Blue Devil Marching Band

has a current membership of 90
musicians and color guard under
the direction of Michael
Fackelman.

In addition to performing at all
Westfield High School football
games and various community ac-
tivities, the band performs com-
petitively in the United States
Scholastic Band Association cir-
cuit each fall.

The band and color guard kick
off each season at a five-day train-
ing session held at an overnight
camp in Pennsylvania every Au-
gust and continues a rigorous
practice schedule throughout the
fall.

The band’s next performance
will be at the 2002 International
Azalea Festival in Norfolk, Va. on
Saturday, April 27.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

TUESDAY, MARCH 5
• Jerzy Kania, 45, of Scotch Plains

was arrested at the South Avenue
traffic circle and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

THURSDAY, MARCH 7
• An automotive firm on South

Elmer Street reported that $100 in
cash was missing from the payment
for a repair bill.

• Rachel Benko, 18, of Clark was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
about $50 worth of cosmetics from a
North Avenue pharmacy. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

FRIDAY, MARCH 8
• A Westfield resident reported

that her 1991 Nissan was stolen from
in front of her residence. The vehicle
was recovered the following day in
Newark, police confirmed.

SATURDAY, MARCH 9
• Elizabeth Hatfield, 36, of Scotch

Plains was arrested in the 500 block
of East Broad Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. She
was released to a responsible party.

• Antonia Lamanna, 53, of Clark
was arrested and charged with shop-
lifting clothing valued at about $340
from a North Avenue store. She
was released on her own recogni-
zance.

• A North Plainfield resident re-
ported that someone scratched her
motor vehicle while it was parked
outside a North Avenue store.

SUNDAY, MARCH 10
• Ana Navarro, 30, of North

Amy Horowitz for The Westfield Leader
BROWNIES IN BLOOM…Troop No. 835 of Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield spent last Saturday crafting flowers and painting flower pots to bring
to brighten up the lives of nursing home residents. The event was part of Brownie
Service Day, held at the high school.

Amy Horowitz for The Westfield Leader
WAITING THEIR TURN…Youngsters attending the Kids Carnival at Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield last Sunday waited patiently for their chance to decorate
balsa wood airplanes. The event was held to raise funds for the Temple Nursery
School. Pictured, left to right, are: Meredith Bell, 6, Brittany Ellam, 8, and her
sister, Rylie Ellam, 3.
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The Deadline Is Approaching

WESTFIELD

Plainfield was arrested on Charles
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated and refusal to submit to a
breathalyzer test. She was released
to a responsible party.

Her husband, Orlando Navarro, 34,
also of North Plainfield, was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters and
charged with obstructing administra-
tion of law and resisting arrest. He was
released on his own recognizance.

• A Cottage Place resident reported
that someone broke two windows on
her motor vehicle while it was parked
outside her home.

• James Conahan, 40, of Fanwood
was charged with criminal mischief
for allegedly kicking out the back
window of a police vehicle after
being taken into custody on a no-bail
contempt of court warrant issued by
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

He was arrested after being stopped
at North Avenue and Prospect Street
for a motor vehicle violation. Bail on
the Westfield charge was set at $2,500.

MONDAY, MARCH 11
• A Cliffwood Beach resident re-

ported that someone damaged her
motor vehicle by inflicting scratches
along the back portion of the trunk.
The incident occurred while the ve-
hicle was parked on Central Avenue.

• Police reported that someone en-
tered a classroom at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School on Clark Street and
stole a Toshiba video projector and
ancillary equipment, along with a
cellular telephone. The total value of
the missing items is $3,800.

ing his mind now.
Mr. Heeney responded that, “The

reason why I’m supporting this
settlement is I believe it is the right
resolution (to the lawsuit).”

 Mr. Heeney said that he voted to
approve the October 2001 map be-
cause it reunited teh neighborhood.
He went on to cite the costs the
town was incurring and the amount
of time spent as justification for the
current settlement.

According to Mr. Jardim, the resi-
dents he is representing were satis-
fied with the settlement. He said
many would have preferred that the
Ward Commission had reverted to
the map that existed prior to the
1980 census, or had gone with the
map presented by Councilwoman
Lazarowitz in 2001.

The map presented by Mrs.
Lazarowitz would have put the en-
tire neighborhood in the Third
Ward, keeping with the natural
boundary of the railroad tracks.

Third Ward Councilman James
Walsh told The Leader that the
neighborhood was cut in half after
the 1980 census and that no one
from the neighborhood spoke in
favor of the October map. He also
stated that residents have ap-
proached him saying, “they don’t

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

like their town looking like a state
from the 1950s.”

“I think it’s a reasonable settle-
ment and a reasonable resolution,”
First Ward Councilman Carl
Salisbury told The Leader. “This
could have had a disastrous effect
and it’s not going to.”

The town was asked to sign off
on the settlement because of its
involvement in the lawsuit, which
began last month. The attorney the
town had retained, Ronald J. Riccio,
resigned from the case last week.

The council will have Vince
Loghlin, the attorney for the plan-
ning board, sign the settlement.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren is
unable to sign it because he is rep-
resenting the Ward Commission.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Su-
san Jacobson was the only one to
comment on the Ward Commission
at the council meeting, stating that
Mr. Riccio’s fees were waived when
he resigned, and the only cost the
town would incur was for the Ward
Commission’s expenses and attor-
neys’ fees.

As of press time, telephone calls to
Union County Superior Court Judge
Edward W. Beglin, Jr., the judge who
will ultimately approve the settle-
ment, had not been returned.

Ward Commission Approves
Reinstatement of Old Map

that doesn’t overbuild Westfield or
lend itself to being miss used.” Ms.
Hanson showed the council photos
of homes where verandas were torn
down in order to build small addi-
tions. She asked the council not to
force people to choose between their
front porch and additional living
space.

There was a consensus among the
council that front porches are impor-
tant, and that when the ordinance
was discussed previously there was
some confusion. The Mayor and
council agreed to revisit the issue
during the next conference session.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Budget

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Facing an
eight point increase in the municipal
portion of local property taxes, the
Scotch Plains Township Council is
asking the township’s professional
staff, using some ideas provided by
council members, to make further
spending cuts in the proposed 2002
budget, in order to keep the increase
in taxes to a maximum of five points.

At its fourth budget meeting of the
year, held after Tuesday night’s regu-
lar meeting, the council discussed
ways to further pare the $18 million
township spending plan, proposed in
late January by Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins.

Noting, as others have earlier, that
this is “a very difficult budget year”
because of threats to state assistance
to localities, lower interest on in-
vestments, health care costs and the
subdued economy, Councilman
Frank S. Rossi outlined several areas
where he felt the township budget
could be cut a bit more in order to
shave three tax points off the coming
tax hike.

A one tax point increase is already
built into the budget to pay for the
new LOSAP (Length Of Service
Awards Program) for the local fire
department and rescue squad that
was approved by voters in Novem-
ber.

Scotch Plains Council
Seeks Ways to Reduce
Municipal Tax Hike

“We should strive to get (the tax
increase) closer to the average” in-
crease of three-and-a-half points of
recent years, Councilman Rossi said.
“This isn’t the year to be doubling
the average.”

He outlined a host of proposed
cuts that would amount to about
$105,000 of the $185,000 in cuts
needed to keep the tax increase —
not including the LOSAP program
— to four points.

He said that reallocating funds from
the Council On Affordable Housing
would result in a one point reduc-
tion, and then listed an array of local
government departments where funds
could be cut.

Public Works is one area, with Mr.
Rossi noting the lack of snowfall this
winter and saying that funds allo-
cated for potential snow removal
could be pared back.

He also proposed small cuts in the
budgets for recreation, downtown
business district activities and sala-
ries for the township’s attorneys, as
well as several other departments.

He noted that no programs or ser-
vices are being “drastically cut or
eliminated,” and that, in the midst of
the tight fiscal environment, new ini-
tiatives are being undertaken this
year, including road maintenance,
the coming jitney service and new
ballfield construction.

“There is no fluff here,” Mayor
Martin L. Marks said, referring to
the lack of significant budget items
that could be cut sharply without
having a big effect on residents.

The council agreed in general with
Mr. Rossi’s ideas, although Council-
woman Geri M. Samuel said she
didn’t favor cutting as much money
earmarked for downtown develop-
ment as Mr. Rossi proposed.

Mr. Atkins will now have another
look at the budget, to see where
additional cuts can be made to meet
the council’s goal of a five percent
tax increase, with one point account-
ing for the LOSAP program.

The Township Manager noted that
Mr. Rossi’s proposals did not elimi-
nate any program or service, or even
diminish a service.

Mr. Atkins said he hoped to have
additional ideas for spending cuts in
council members’ hands by the week-
end. Final decisions will be made at
next Tuesday’s conference meeting
and, it is hoped, the budget can for-
mally be introduced at the governing
body’s regular meeting of Tuesday,
March 26.

Author Dan Gutman Visits
Jefferson Elementary Pupils
WESTFIELD – Children’s author

Dan Gutman visited Jefferson El-
ementary School in Westfield on
February 22, encouraging the stu-
dents to enjoy writing and reading
during an assembly entitled, “Read-
ing, Writing and Sports.”

Mr. Gutman is the author of “The
Kid Who Ran For President,”
“Honus & Me,” “Jackie & Me,”
“The Million Dollar Shot,” “Ice
Skating,” and more.

Explaining to the children that he
didn’t like to read as a child, Mr.
Gutman said, “But, around the time I
was 10 years old, I became a big
sports fan. I wanted to know every-
thing about sports. Reading baseball
cards, magazines, and biographies of
my favorite athletes made me into a
reader.”

Mr. Gutman also shared that while
he loved sports as a child, he was not

a good athlete. Instead, he could
read and write about the sports he
loved.

“I was lucky that I was able to make
sports part of my career when I grew
up,” he said.

Daria Bonavita, Jefferson School
Librarian prepared the pupils for Mr.
Gutman’s visit during their library
classes. The students read and dis-
cussed many of the author’s books in
the weeks prior to the assembly.

Mr. Gutman led the students through
all of the steps of the publishing pro-
cess for fiction and non-fiction litera-
ture. He showed them his original
manuscripts, early cover designs, and
read a few of the rejection letters he
received from publishers.

GOOD CHRISTIAN CITIZENS…Holy Trinity Interparochial School in
Westfield announced the names of the recipients of the school’s Christian
Citizenship Award for the second marking period of the 2000-2001 school year.
Honorees, pictured above, are in the fifth through eighth grades at the school.

Two Final Public Meetings
On BOE Budget Scheduled

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education will hold its two
final public meetings on the 2002-
2003 school budget on Tuesday,
March 19, and Thursday, March 21,
at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

The tentative budget will be voted
on March 19, with a special public
hearing and final vote by the board
on March 21.

Once the budget is approved by
the board, it will be presented to the
voters at the School Election on Tues-
day, April 16.

At the meeting held on March 12,
the board recommended a second
question on the budget ballot. The
board is proposing a 26 cents in-
crease (per $100 of assessed valua-

tion on a Westfield home) in the base
budget.

The second question would repre-
sent an additional 1.7 cents. As of
March 12, the budget was still in the
working stage with items in the base
budget and second question still to
be determined.


