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Westfield Jaycees Focus on Needs of Community
While Preparing to Mark 50th Anniversary in 2003

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – While
volunteerism and membership in
many local civic organizations has
waned in recent years, the Westfield
Jaycees has experienced a 66 percent
rise in membership in the past year.

According to Westfield Jaycees
President, James Foerst, member-
ship in the local chapter rose from
30 to 50 members last year, even as
many other local chapters of the
Jaycees in New Jersey dissolved for
lack of volunteers.

Currently, there are only six chap-
ters of Jaycees left in New Jersey,
down from 20 chapters several years
ago. Three of those six chapters are
in the towns of Westfield, Cranford
and Summit, which operate inde-
pendently of each other, under the
same umbrella organization, the In-
ternational and National Jaycees.

The Jaycees is an international
civic organization of volunteers with
over 8,000 chapters in more than
123 countries. They share the com-
mon focus of contributing to the
betterment of each community while
also supporting the advancement of
their members in leadership roles.

Most local Jaycees provide edu-
cational and training programs for
their members, educational litera-
ture, community scholarships, chari-
table donations and other local com-
munity services.

The Westfield Jaycees, which was
established in 1953, will be cel-
ebrating its 50th anniversary in 2003.

Mr. Foerst attributes their success
to the strong commitment to
volunteerism in the Westfield com-
munity and to their organization’s
ability to focus on the particular
needs of the surrounding commu-
nity.

“Our members keep an eye on the
needs of the community and then
try to fulfill those needs,” Mr. Foerst
said.

“People who want to make a dif-
ference in the community recog-
nize that we have no ulterior mo-
tives, but to help others,” he added.
“We make a real effort to keep costs
down and donate as much as pos-
sible.”

Among their many contributions
to the community, the Jaycees raise
scholarship money, volunteer at lo-
cal hospitals, clean and renovate
public land, and donate money to
support other local organizations.

According to the Jaycees Interna-
tional website, the origin of the Jay-
cees can be traced back to 1910,
when a Missouri man named Henry
Giessenbier and his friends formed
the Herculaneum Dance Club, with
the main objective being the preser-
vation of conservative dance styles.
Five years later, in 1915, Colonel
H.N. Morgan inspired the members
of the dance club to become more
involved in civic issues. This orga-
nization eventually became the Jun-
ior Citizens, or JC’s, which evolved
into the Jaycees.

However, the Jaycees became an
entirely male-dominated organiza-
tion until that fight was taken to the
Supreme Court in 1974, explained
Mr. Foerst, who is also a practicing
attorney in Westfield.

Today, women make up more than
50 percent of the Jaycees’ member-
ship nationwide, with no female
contribution, however, from the
Westfield Chapter. Although the
Jaycees are chartered to serve both
men and women as members, the
Westfield Chapter has reputedly
earned a bit of a “boys’ club” repu-
tation, said Jaycees’ member, Timo-
thy McCabe.

Currently, all of the members of
the Westfield Jaycees are men. That
gender statistic is not by design,
claimed Mr. Foerst. “Nationwide,
the Jaycees welcome members of
both sexes,” Mr. Foerst said. “A few
women have visited the local chap-
ter meetings on occasion, but for
one reason or another they didn’t
come back,” he said.

“We certainly do not discourage
women from joining and we have
had women join in the past,” said
Mr. McCabe, “but there does seem
to be a bit of old fashioned chauvin-
ism operating here. Maybe we’re a
rough crowd.”

Mr. Foerst attributed the lack of
female members and the waning
numbers of volunteers in many other
chapters to the current economic
situation. “Many families just don’t
have time anymore,” he surmised.
“In this era, of two-parent working
families, people are just too tired or
busy to volunteer.” Which makes
the community service projects that
the Jaycees have accomplished all
that much more valuable to the com-
munity.

Chaired by Mr. McCabe, the Jay-
cees sponsor and carry out Child
Shield, which affords local gram-
mar school children a number of
safe houses to retreat to, should they
run into any trouble on their way
home from school. Prospective fami-
lies are screened with a background
check by the local police, before
earning the right to display a child
shield label in their window, alert-
ing children to that home being a
safe house. Mr. McCabe said that
program has been in existence for
over 35 years and new volunteer
families are processed for the pro-
gram each year.

Mr. McCabe, who owns Westfield
Pediatric Dental Group, also volun-
teers his time, along with other Jay-
cees members, at Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside
every Halloween to paint pumpkins
with disabled children, who reside
in the hospital. The pumpkins are
donated each year by Williams Nurs-
ery. Mr. McCabe admitted that like
many members, he initially joined
the Jaycees to network and market
himself in his line of work. How-
ever, after making so many good
friends and working together with
others in the community on projects
such as this, he stays on for other
reasons now.

“Networking with other profes-
sionals in the community and get-
ting great advice from them has
always been a part of it, but the
underlying goal to help the commu-
nity ties us together. I’ve made some
great friends and everyone has been
genuinely nice,” he said.

One of the fund-raising events
that the Jaycees sponsor each year is

their concert, featuring famous pop
star personalities. Over the past few
years, Jaycees member and music
lover, Craig Stock has organized the
concert series featuring: Roger
McGuinn of the Byrds, Livingston
Taylor, Steve Forbert and this year,
Marshall Crenshaw.

“I love music and wanted to bring
that to the community, while also
seeing that there were organizations
that needed our help,” Mr. Stock said.
All of the proceeds of the concert are
donated to support the Westfield High
School Girls’ Lacrosse and Boys’ Ice
Hockey Teams, the Jaycees Scholar-
ship and this year, to the September
11 Memorial Fund.

Mr. Stock, who is a landscape
designer, along with Jaycees mem-
ber Mark Fischbach, a local archi-
tect, have also designed the Sep-
tember 11 Memorial, which will be
constructed at the corner of North
Avenue and East Broad Street. The
construction of the nine-foot glass
and granite monument has been ap-
proved by the Town Council. Mr.
Stock said that they hope to have the
monument, which will have all 3000
names of the victims etched in glass
and a seating area, ready to be dedi-
cated by September 11 of this year.

The Jaycees, along with the Rotary
Club, will also participate in the con-
struction of the monument. The Jay-
cees also contribute to the community
by sprucing up public parks, town-
owned parcels of land, such as the
Millennium Garden next to Starbucks,
and even neighbors’ gardens, if some-
one in the community needs their
help, Mr. Foerst said.

They have also sponsored the child
safety helmet program, which was
more of a focus in prior years, be-
fore the mandatory helmet laws were
passed. “It’s very satisfying helping
others,” Mr. Foerst said. “I can’t
imagine not doing something for

others,” he reflected. Which is em-
bodied in the International Jaycees
Motto, “All that is necessary for evil
to prevail is for good men to do
nothing.” (They surely meant
women, too).

Membership in the Jaycees is open
to anyone between the ages of 20
and 40. However, some chapters
have modified those restrictions to
allow senior members to participate
and young adults between 18 and 21
to join young Jaycees chapters.

The Westfield Jaycees have held
membership drives in the past by
handing out flyers and literature.
However, most members join the
organization by word of mouth or
being recommended by other mem-
bers. Residents of any town are wel-
come to join any chapter of Jaycees,
Mr. Foerst said. The Westfield Jay-
cees has members that reside in
several of the surrounding towns, as
well as alumni who have moved
away, but still belong to the Westfield
chapter.

The Westfield Jaycees limit most
of their projects to the Westfield
area and the towns immediately sur-
rounding Westfield. They often work
in conjunction with other local civic
organizations on joint projects, such
as assisting Habitat for Humanity in
Plainfield with building houses or
donating time to Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside.
However, Mr. Foerst pointed out
that they do not feel the need to seek
out projects outside of Westfield
because, “there are plenty of needs
in Westfield to take care of.”

“Other Jaycees chapters occasion-
ally work on joint projects together,
but most chapters operate indepen-
dently to address the needs of each
local community,” he said.

For more information: please visit
westfieldnj.com/jaycees, Tele-

phone: (908) 232.5123.

Freeholders Help Deliver
Funds to Crossroads School
Union County Freeholder Chester

Holmes joined Celeste Carpiano,
Director of New Jersey Association
of Counties and local dignitaries from
the Crossroads School in Westfield,
at a recent breakfast meeting held to
discuss plans to build a new play-
ground for autistic children.

“As the Union County Freeholder
Liaison to the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Counties, I am so excited to
visit the new Crossroads School and
see the dedication and hard work
done by the staff here working with
children with autism. I am also happy
to join NJAC Director Celeste
Carpiano in support of the school’s
efforts to build a playground to better
meet the needs of children with such
special needs,” Freeholder Holmes
said.

“NJAC is happy to lend it’s sup-
port and present this check for $5,000
to help Crossroads School meet its
$80,000 goal to build a specially
designed and equipped playground
for children with autism,” Ms.
Carpiano said.

The Crossroads School was opened

in September 2001 as an offshoot
from the Westlake School in
Westfield for children with special
needs. The 50 students who attend
Crossroads School have disabilities
that span a wide spectrum, from hav-
ing difficulties relating to people,
objects and events, to lacking the
ability to break down tasks into ele-
ments.

In the past, children with autism
were taught through the behavioral
method based on the research of B.F.
Skinner. Skinner used rewards and
punishments for conforming or not
conforming to certain socially ap-
propriate behaviors. At Crossroads
School, students are supported using
a method developed by Dr. Arnold
Miller. Children are taught to suc-
ceed and many are returned to their
regular school setting, enabling them
to go on and lead fulfilling personal
and professional lifestyles.

The playground will be built on a
6,875-square-foot area and will in-
clude climbing structures for two
age groups, including slides, swing
sets and spring rides.

Assemblywoman Stender honored
With Women of Excellence Award

FANWOOD – Assemblywoman
Linda d. Stender will be awarded the
“2002 Women of Excellence Award”
by the Union County Commission
on the Status of Women; at the Tenth
Annual Dinner honoring “Women of
Excellence” on Friday, March 22.
Mrs. Stender will receive the award
under the category of Government-
State.

Mrs. Stender was recently elected
to the New Jersey General Assembly,
representing the new 22nd Legisla-
tive District. She was elected as a
member of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders in 1993 and re-
elected in 1996 and 1999. As Chair-
woman of the board in 1997, she
initiated a reorganization of county
government that resulted in the for-
mation of the Union County Depart-
ment of Economic Development, cre-
ating new jobs and economic oppor-

tunities for residents. She has made
additional contributions in the areas
of environmental protection and his-
toric preservation. She was an impor-
tant advocate for the passage of Union
County’s Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund, ap-
proved by voters in 2000. Her efforts
to improve quality of life have also
included the county’s largest-ever tree
replacement program and initiating
the Clean and Green Program, which
improves the appearance of county
property.

Assemblywoman Stender is a life-
long resident of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. She served on the
Fanwood Borough Council from
1987to1990 and was elected to a
four-year term as Mayor of Fanwood
in 1991. She and her husband, Rich-
ard, have three children and cur-
rently live in Fanwood.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PANCAKE GOOD! ELMO WANT MORE...A larger than life Elmo eyes an
uneaten pancake at the Westfield Rotary Club annual Pancake Breakfast held
March 2 at the Westfield High School cafeteria. This popular event is a
fundraiser for scholarships for graduates of Westfield High School. Over 5,000
pancakes and 3,000 sausages were served during the event.
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Coming Soon To Your Area. . .

“Lawngevity”

How’s Your “Lawngevity”

Finally. . .

What is “Lawngevity”
1. Healthy, weed-free Lawn.

2. Attention paid to small details.

3. Full landscape services.

4. Prompt & courteous response.

Unlimited Communications
celebrates Youth Art Month,
a collaborative effort
between town merchants and
the Fine Arts Department of
Westfield Public Schools to
present the best in student
artwork. Featured in the
window of Unlimited
Communications are pieces
by Ashley Current, Emily
Ortuso, Irina Sheremetyeva,
Ariel Garfinkel, Shari
Thomashow, Christine
Kessler and Dana Zichlin.

IN UNION COUNTY, IT’S:

FOR CELLULAR PHONES, BEEPERS & PAGERS
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With a new one- or two- year agreement on select
digital calling plans of $35 monthly access and

above for as long as you remain with the group of
calling plans selected at activation.

$35 Monthly Access
300 Peak Minutes

����

Long Distance - Nationwide

Monthly Home Airtime Allowance
Roaming

 We never stop working for you.

OWNER OPERATED  •  SERVING UNION COUNTY

15 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ
(908) 654-6440

FAX: (908) 654-6441


