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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some of the most humorous folks,
who poke fun at everyone, includ-
ing themselves, seem to have the
most insurmountable problems.
Take comedian Richard Lewis, for
example. Voted one of G.Q.
Magazine’s Most Influential Hu-
morists of the 20th Century, he has
made a career out of being brutally
honest, baring his soul to his audi-
ences, even if it was to be self-
deprecating. Anything and every-
thing got Lewis a laugh.

But, his battles with drug use
were never a laughing matter. At
44 years of age, the man who com-
manded every stage he was ever
called to perform on, Lewis found
himself facing a tougher enemy
than the nastiest heckler of an au-
dience. He faced himself – a man
imprisoned by an addiction to al-
cohol, cocaine and, in dire need of
recovery.

The saddest aspect of a comedic
actor or persona falling into the
pits of drug-induced despair is that
the phenomenal talent possessed
by the individual becomes over-
shadowed and wasted in the eyes of
the fans. They don’t remember the
person’s drive to succeed or over-
come, they focus, instead on the
fact that they fell in the first place.
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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — What happens
if you go through some life-chang-
ing events and re-
alize that you need
to regroup?
Roadtrip! At least
that was the
choice for one
former Westfield
resident.

Art Carlson’s
adventure started
in 1991, when he
got into his van
with nothing but a
tape recorder and
a tight budget.
Living out of his
van, he had plenty
of time to reflect
on his travels.
Three months
later, Carlson re-
turned with lots of
stories, chroni-
cling his adven-
tures.

It didn’t end
there. Two solo trips and 35,000 miles
later, this photographer and archi-
tectural enthusiast had enough mate-
rial to publish his first book, “Why
Everyone Needs a Front Porch.”

Carlson’s adventures in gathering

material for his book took him as far
as Alaska, and the entire time he
somehow managed to stay off of the
main roads. He did it all for under

$35 a day, and
provides a map
of his route.

His own pho-
tographs, adorn-
ing his observa-
tions of the local
architecture, re-
gional differ-
ences, and tales
of picturesque
towns make
“Why Everyone
Needs a Front
Porch” a delight-
ful read.

When asked to
describe his
book, Carlson
told The
Westfield Leader
and The Times of
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that it
was simply “a se-
ries of thoughts I

had while traveling.”
A retiree, Carlson was able to de-

vote time to his newly discovered
passion.

The title, “Why Everyone Needs a
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CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES
Ani Kavafian, violin, and Carter Brey, cello

invite you to join them on
SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2002

GUEST ARTISTS
Elmar Oliveira, violin Ida Kavafian, violin

Carmit Zori, violin Steven Tenenbom, viola
Daniel Phillips, viola Ronald Thomas, cello

PROGRAM
Bach Concerto for Three Violins

Beethoven String Quartet, Op. 74 (“The Harp”)
Tchaikovsky “Souvenir de Florence”

TICKETS HONORED AT TWO LOCATIONS:
MAPLEWOOD at 3:00 P.M. WESTFIELD at 7:30 P.M.

MORROW METHODIST CHURCH TEMPLE EMANU-EL
600 Ridgewood Road 756 East Broad Street

Tickets: $20, Seniors $18, Students $10

CALL US AT 973-762-0108

In the

Galleries

“Got News for You” by René Lalonde of Galerie Pierre Séguin in Montréal.

“Maxine” the cow by Peter Max, New York, N.Y. Max offered a different type
of multi-colored cow for the event.

Continued on Page 17
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WESTFIELD – Celine A.
Mogielnicki, a Westfield High School
sophomore, was awarded a first place
medal in the Opera Competition,
sponsored by the Little Opera Com-
petition on February 9, at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

Over 100 individuals vied for med-
als in four separate categories.

Celine, a lifelong Westfield resi-
dent, sang the Italian aria, Una Donna
a Quindici Anni from the opera Cosi
Tan Tutte by Mozart.

Currently studying operatic voice
with Professor Marianna Paunova of

the Manhattan School of Music Pre-
paratory Division, New York, Celine
is also enrolled as a voice student at
the school.

At 11, Celine received a scholar-
ship from The Rome Festival/Ameri-
can Performance Studios, to perform
in the opera Hansel and Gretel in
Rome, Italy. While there, she also
sang in a small children’s chorale for
Pope John Paul II.

From 1999 to 2001, Celine studied
at the Westminster Choir College
Conservatory and regularly per-

Continued on Page 17
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The Westfield Jaycees is a group of young men and women volunteering time and effort toward the betterment of our
community with a particular focus in the future of our youth. A number of our programs are listed below.

We hold meetings the first Wednesday of every month at a local restaurant. Prospective members are welcome at all
meetings, and your first dinner is on us! Please also see the additional events below.

Dinner meetings are held the first Wednesday of every month. Contact us for time and place.

April 6, 2002 Marshall Crenshaw Concert.
The Westfield Jaycees have scheduled their 5th annual benefit concert on April 6, 2002 at the Westfield High School
Auditorium, featuring singer-songwriter and recording artist, Marshall Crenshaw. The proceeds will benefit the
Westfield High School Girls' Lacrosse team, the Boys' Ice Hockey Team, Jaycee scholarships, and the September 11
Memorial Fund.

Tickets are $25.00 each and are available from Jaycee members, sports team members, Ahrre's Coffee Roastery on Elm
Street in downtown Westfield, or by calling (908) 233-6591.

What we do
We are a group of local individuals volunteering time and effort toward the betterment of our community with a
particular focus in the future of our youth.

The Westfield Jaycees sponsor several local programs including:

Child Shield Working with the Westfield Police Department and the Board of Education to designate one home in every
neighborhood where a child may seek assistance in an emergency situation.
Helmet Safety These entertaining lectures developed in cooperation with the Humpty Dumpty Association are designed
to educate young children and teens about the importance of head injury prevention.
Concert Series Annual concerts (featuring top-name talent such as Livingston Taylor, Steve Forbert, and The Byrds'
Roger McGuinn) benefiting the Westfield Boys' Ice Hockey and Girls' Lacrosse Teams.
Spring BMW Raffle Dinner-Dance The reverse-raffle of a BMW Z3, along with dozens of other popular prizes, held
each Spring to provide college scholarships for Westfield-area high school graduates and for other community projects
as well. The Westfield Jaycees Foundation has given over $100,000 to local graduates over the years!

The Jaycee Creed
We believe:
That faith in God gives meaning and purpose to human life;
That the brotherhood of man transcends the sovereignty of nations;
That economic justice can best be won by free men through free enterprise;
That government should be of laws rather than of men;
That Earth's greatest treasure lies in human personality,
And that service to humanity is the best work of life.

Officers
President James M. Foerst
VP Chapter Affairs Rich Humphreys
VP Individual Development Steve Todd
VP Community Relations Craig Stock
Treasurer Jeff Christakos
Secretary Mark Fischbach
Chairman of the Board Derek Wadlington

Contact Us
Phone: (908) 232-5123
E-mail: jaycees@westfieldnj.com
P-mail: Post Office Box 517
Westfield, NJ 07091

“Pop Art…Pop Star” by René Lalonde of
Galerie Pierre Séguin in Montréal.

Part of Joe McNally’s Time, Incorpo-
rated exhibit depicting images of 9-11
heroes.

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW YORK – The mighty house
of glass, known as Manhattan’s
Jacob K. Javits Center greeted
droves of publishers, gallery own-
ers and art enthusiasts to the 24th
Annual International Artexpo last
week, offering the chance to be-
come pervaded by the most time-
honored, eclectic and educational
examples of creativity conjured up
by thousands of artisans.

Perhaps the most resounding
theme of the four-day long event
stemmed from the terrorist attacks
of September 11. While the mood
of the exhibition was far from som-
ber, there was a concerted effort on
the part of most artists to display
some patriotic piece or sentiment
to reflect the changing times.

One such artist, René Lalonde,
who is represented by the Quebec-
based Galerie Pierre Séguin, was
inspired before 9-11 to create a
painting comprised of geometric
images including pieces of the
American flag. An illuminated star
here, a bold red stripe there, and
glorious brush strokes of blue.

However, when the events sur-
rounding 9-11 struck the nation,
Lalonde told The Westfield Leader
and The Times that the mood of the
piece had certainly been altered.
There was nothing celebratory
about the nature of the geometric
and he needed to reflect that.

Lalonde opted to coat the
piece with black paint and
dab it away, to impress upon
the beholder a sense of
America rising from the ashes
of terrorism. Remaining mod-
est about his contribution to
acknowledging 9-11, the art-
ist said that while he does not
intend to reproduce the paint-
ing in the form of a lithograph
or postcard.

Booths were tastefully filled
with photographs of the World
Trade Center towers before
the attacks, with some ven-
dors beckoning visitors to pur-
chase some image of what the
buildings looked like before
they were brought down.

The Artexpo’s organizers
presented two exhibits with
one common theme, “Let Art
Lift Our Spirits!” In “Re-
Imagining Ground Zero,”
school children crafted mod-
els depicting what the site
would look like if something

new were erected there.
Formed from various types of

media, the exhibition blended in
well with those surrounding it, and
will eventually be part of an eBay
auction to benefit The New York
Times 9/11 Neediest Fund’s School
Arts Rescue Initiative, which dis-

tributes monies to seven social ser-
vice agencies, such as The Brook-
lyn Bureau of Community Service;
The Catholic Charities of the Arch-
diocese of New York; Catholic
Charities, Diocese of Brooklyn and
Queens; The Children’s Aid Soci-
ety; The Community Service Soci-

ety of New York; UJA-The Fed-
eration of Jewish Philanthro-
pies of New York; and The Fed-
eration of Protestant Welfare
Agencies, Inc.

In another exhibition, Time,
Incorporated teamed up with
Artexpo organizers to bring “A
Photographic Tribute to
America’s Heroes” by Life pho-
tojournalist Joe McNally. Tow-
ering in nature, the nation’s
bravest rescue personnel, as well
as widows and children, were
presented in life-size, full color
beauty, gently serving as quiet
reminders to visitors of the sac-
rifices of others.

The exhibit has been enjoyed
by former New York City Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani, has been pre-
sented throughout the city, and
has received high acclaim from
critics, victims and admirers
alike.

Turning to other art themes,
this annual show also repre-
sented sculptors inspired by
South African landscapes and
those who created gargantuan,

thick-wired figures that moved
about their pedestals with open
arms.

Sculptors also used pieces of neon
tubing, multi-layered pieces of pa-

per and frames were crafted from
objects so foreign that some of
them blended into the artwork them-
selves.

Turning to pieces which were


