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AIMING HIGH…Staff members of The Muse, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s literary magazine, review student
writing and artwork for the 2002 edition of the publication. Pictured, left to right, are: seated, Matt Sturm, Eric Fields,
Mike Heinrich, Allyson Sallisbury, Nancy Twu, and Rhea Chakraborty, and standing, advisor Candace Keller, Daniel
Nelson, Alfred Twu, and Katie Madurski. They have been working to match the achievements of those who produced the
2001 edition of Muse that was selected by the National Council of Teachers of English to receive its Highest Award
recognizing excellence in student literary magazines. Only 47 school magazines in the nation out of the 546 that were
entered in the program received this honor, and only three schools in New Jersey received such recognition.

Paving Sidewalks in Downtown Business
District Considered by Township Council

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains government is
anxious to proceed with a program to
install new sidewalk pavers in the

downtown business district, perhaps
beginning this fall, and will likely
inform recalcitrant businesses that if
they delay their participation in the
initial installation, they may end up

paying more at a later date.
At its conference meeting on Tues-

day night, the Township Council dis-
cussed the paver project, which has
been pushed by the Towne Center
Task Force for more than a year as
part of the ongoing effort to improve
the appearance of the central busi-
ness district.

Councilman Guy Celentano, a Task
Force member, said that about half
of the 61 downtown commercial busi-
nesses had indicated their approval
of the program and, on behalf of the
Task Force, asked his colleagues for
assistance in encouraging more com-
mercial property owners to take part.

Mayor Martin Marks indicated that
he was interested in perhaps adver-
tising for bids for the project some-
time in October, but added that he
was also anxious to see evidence that
a higher percentage of building own-
ers were supportive of the program,
a portion of which the owners would
be paying for.

Councilman Celentano, while

agreeing with the Mayor, said an
option would be to begin work on
installing pavers in front of those
businesses that have already indi-
cated support in hopes that this would
“entice” noncommittal owners to sign
on to the program.

The council ultimately decided to
send a letter to those building owners
that have yet to indicate support for
the project to notify them that the
local government was looking to
move forward with the project.

These owners would also be in-
formed that if they continued to refuse
to take part and then decided, at a
later date, to install the pavers, they
could end up paying a higher price
than those property owners who took
part in the first phase of the paver
installation.

In other business at its meeting,
the council was told that the residen-
tial spring clean-up program was
proceeding according to schedule.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins

Internet Lounge in Fanwood
Will Not Have Adult Area

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The prospective owner of an
Internet lounge at a former real es-
tate office in downtown Fanwood
said Monday night he would scrap
plans for a restricted area for exclu-
sive use by adults at the business,
which he hopes to open later this
summer.

Alexander Kovalyov of Scotch
Plains plans to lease the currently
vacant Burgdorff Realtors building
at the corner of South and Martine
Avenues for the “cyber-cafe,” which
he will operate with members of his
family.

Mr. Kovalyov and his family have
operated a home-based computer
services business, Samfred Inc., for
the past decade. The company lists
among its client base the United
States Department of Defense, Lu-
cent Technologies and Dun &
Bradstreet.

Although he had not submitted an
application to the Fanwood Planning
Board and does not require any vari-
ances for his new venture, Mr.
Kovalyov appeared at the board’s
agenda meeting for a concept hear-
ing, at which time he attempted to
allay fears that had arisen regarding
the lounge and especially the pro-
posed restricted section.

Mr. Kovalyov’s original proposal
for the establishment included a com-
mon area designated for Internet use
by the general public and a separate
area with four terminals that would
be exclusively for adult patrons.

The purpose of having this section
would be to keep children from view-
ing inappropriate subject matter on
an adjacent computer terminal, ac-
cording to Mr. Kovalyov.

During the concept hearing, Plan-
ning Board members expressed con-
cerns that patrons would use the
lounge’s restricted area to view por-
nographic or prurient materials.

“I’ve got a real problem with that,”
Board Chairman Gregory Cummings
remarked early on in the hearing,
saying the potential activity could
cause the lounge to be in violation of
the borough’s zoning ordinance. The
ordinance prohibits sexually-oriented
businesses from operating within
1,000 feet of a school, house of wor-
ship or residence.

Mr. Cummings also feared this
aspect of the business would be “a
real negative on this community,” in
terms of public perception and the
image the borough is seeking to
project.

Located opposite the historic
Fanwood train station, the Burgdorff
building property is part of a 6.5-acre
block of commercial land that the
borough is seeking to redevelop.

Council President Joel Whitaker,
who sits on the Planning Board as
governing body Liaison, said he had
received four telephone calls just
that morning from people with con-
cerns about the Internet lounge.

“Whether it’s fair or not, whether
it’s intended or not,” he commented,

Graduation Photos
Send in your graduation photographs, and we will publish as many as

possible over the next few weeks. Please use e-mail and digital photo-
graphs if possible. Please send e-mail to press@goleader.com.

For those that wish to publish personal congratulations to graduates,
please send your business card and student name(s). There is a modest
charge for publishing your message. See www.goleader.com/graduates
or call (908) 232-4407.

people would presume the restricted
section would be used for viewing
adult material on the Internet.

In response to board members’
concerns, Mr. Kovalyov said he
would eliminate the proposed re-
stricted area. He said he had only
included it in the first place as “a
concession” to First Amendment
rights under the Constitution of the
United States.

Instead, the lounge will feature
some 37 terminals for use by all
ages, linked to a centralized loca-
tion, Mr. Kovalyov revealed.

He stated that the system will re-
strict web addresses that can be ac-
cessed by patrons and will also pro-
vide centralized monitoring. Signs
will be posted informing Internet
users that the system is being moni-
tored.

Such surveillance would also pre-
vent children from entering chat
rooms or gaining access to inappro-
priate material, Mr. Kovalyov ex-
plained.

Planning Board member John
Deitch raised the question of how to
discourage adults who might seek to
contact minors on the Internet, say-
ing such individuals may seek to do
this at a cyber-lounge rather than
from their homes, so that the corre-
spondence cannot be traced to their
personal computers.

Mr. Kovalyov replied that such
activity could be prevented by the
monitoring system. He added that he
would also ask customers to see their

driver’s license as identification.
Besides the centralized monitor-

ing, Mr. Kovalyov said, family mem-
bers will be on hand to supervise
Internet activity at the lounge and to
provide assistance to customers.

According to an overview of his
proposal, the family has been a part
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains com-
munity for nearly 20 years and has
more than a century of combined
experience in the computer industry.

Mr. Kovalyov said his anticipated
business hours would be from 4 p.m.
to midnight during the week and
noon to midnight on weekends. In
addition to Internet access, the busi-
ness would also feature soft drinks
and snacks.

He told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that while he had not yet
determined fees for the business, a
survey he did of other cyber-cafes in
New Jersey showed they charged
between $5 and $12 an hour.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
Plan For Summer Construction

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education held its regular public
meeting on Tuesday night.

Most of the discussion centered on
the anticipated school construction
projects and instructional updates.

Anthony Del Sordi, Business Ad-
ministrator and Board Secretary, dis-
cussed the status of construction in
every school in the district.

According to Mr. Del Sordi, School
One will complete its multipurpose
room construction within a week and
construction on the first floor has
officially begun. The school may
also go through its insurance com-
pany to replace carpeting previously
damaged by water.

The second floor is just about com-
plete at Park Middle School. In the
next few weeks the principal’s and
guidance offices will be moved to
the media center and tile removal
will also begin shortly. In Septem-
ber, there should only be seven class-
rooms to work on.

The multipurpose room and the
classrooms are almost complete at
Coles School. Ceiling tile removal
for asbestos will be done over the
summer.

Evergreen School will start inte-
rior renovations as well as the dis-
mantling of the school bathrooms.

Brunner School has dismantled its
media center and will be working on
the project through the summer.

McGinn School is also working on
its media center and will remove an
old oil tank that was discovered un-
der the school, “something that
should have been removed 20 years
ago,” stated Mr. Del Sordi.

Construction at Terrill Middle
School will be completed with a new

gym and 12 classrooms by the end of
July. All other construction projects
should be complete by October.

The window, bleacher and roof
projects have been completed at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood  High School.
Asbestos removal on the second floor
of the high school is also due to
begin. The biggest projects at SPFHS
are the bridge and elevator projects,
which turned out to be 40 percent
over its original budget. However,
according to Mr. Del Sordi, the 40
percent will not affect the budget due
to the fact that some of the other
construction projects were less
money than expected.

“We haven’t sat down with the
contractors yet; completion of that
job (the high school bridge) will be
around November…the steel and
demolition work will be done over
the summer, interior work will be
done in the fall,” said Mr. Del Sordi.

In reference to the Instructional
projects, Health and Physical Edu-
cation Curriculum Supervisor, Erik
Rosenmeier, along with Superinten-
dent of Instruction, Dr. Kathleen

Regan, both discussed the health and
physical education curriculum for
grades K-12.

Mr. Rosenmeier thanked the Fam-
ily Life Committee, a team of people
who helped with making appropriate
decisions for the standards, core, and
expectations of the curriculum.

The core content standards include
health promotion, human sexuality,
movement concepts, components of
fitness and disease prevention, which
includes discussing the effects of
tobacco, drugs and alcohol.

Mr. Rosenmeier’s presentation dis-
cussed specific curriculum expecta-
tions for each grade level. Grades K-
5 will focus on movement education,
recreation activities and games of
simple organization. Grades 6-8 will
focus on the introduction of team
sports, fitness conditioning and on
individual sports. Students in high
school will be exposed to fitness
conditioning, proper weight train-
ing, aerobics and individual and dual
sports, such as archery, tennis and
paddleball.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

From the files of The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
NEW BEGINNING…The former Burgdorff Realtors building at the corner of South and Martine Avenues in Fanwood
is expected to be the new home of an Internet lounge before the end of the summer. The owner of the pending establishment
appeared before the Fanwood Planning Board Monday night to discuss his concept, at which time he agreed to drop plans
for an adult section that had prompted concerns within the community.

By KIMBERLY MERZ
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
heard a special presentation from the
local Historic Preservation Commis-
sion during its agenda session on
June 5.

Special consultant Nancy Zerbe,
of Arch Incorporated, presented the
final draft of the proposed Fanwood
historic district, which, if approved,
would be listed on national and state
registries.

Three properties are being pro-
posed for a local registry: the
Fanwood Train Station; the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, for-
merly known as the Carriage House,
and a private residence on Midway
Avenue.

“The historic district focuses on
Fanwood’s development as a com-
muter town around the Central Rail-
road of New Jersey, along North and
Martine,” Ms. Zerbe explained. Ap-
proximately 79 homes will be af-
fected.

The state Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) and the
Fanwood Historic Preservation Com-
mission have each approved the docu-

ment and the next step is to gain the
approval of the Fanwood Borough
Council. It will then be sent to New
Jersey’s State Historic Preservation
office.

Ms. Zerbe said that, typically, the
state office would have technical
questions about the boundaries or a
time period of a particular house.
The final step would be for the docu-
ment to come before the New Jersey
State review board for historic sites,
where a public hearing would be
held.

Ms. Zerbe said that having a his-
toric district would give the Borough
of Fanwood pride, and a little extra
protection, in the unlikely event that
the county or state wanted to en-
croach upon the historic district area.
The county or state would have to
gain approval from the DEP before
such action could be taken.

There would be no impact upon a
private property owner, unless the
owner was using public funds, such
as a grant, to do work on the property.
She said private property owners
would still be allowed to put an addi-
tion on their home, or even demolish
the whole structure, if desired.

Councilman Thomas Ryan said
that he would like to hold a public
meeting prior to approving the docu-
ment.

“What I would hate to see happen
is that we get to the point where the
state is reviewing it, and all of a
sudden it opens up, and there are
going to be people that are upset
because they are going to feel like
they weren’t informed,” Mr. Ryan
said.



CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Page 12 Thursday, June 20, 2002 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Exit 577 South

Bob’s
Linens & Things Highway 22

Comp USA

East Broad St.
Garden State

Parkway

Highway 22

Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave

Central Ave

Exit

138

Exit
135

Kennilworth Blvd

Mountain

Ave

Hydrangea

20% Off

www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 

Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

Wed-Sat 9am-7pm • Sun-Tue 9am-6pm  

Perennial Parade

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Marked Price

June is the Best Month
  to Plant Perennials
June is the Best Month
  to Plant Perennials

• Large Selection 
• Summer Beauty
• Long Lasting Blooms
• Flowers Suitable for Drying

• Large Selection 
• Summer Beauty
• Long Lasting Blooms
• Flowers Suitable for Drying

Good Thru 06/25

Trophy
Taker 
Daylilies

Mix & Match

• Double Bloom-Time
•Extra Vigor!
•Wow!  Flowers

• Double Bloom-Time
•Extra Vigor!
•Wow!  Flowers

Buy 6 get 
10% Off
Buy 12 get 
15% Off
Buy 20 get 
20% Off $2 Off

817 Jerusalem Rd., Scotch Plains
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

McDowells

908-233-8139

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Application

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sidewalk Paving
said the clean-up in the first and
second districts had been completed,
with the third district clean-up mov-
ing along and the clean-up in the
fourth district set for next week.

Separately, Mr. Atkins said the
annual Scotch Plains Day will be
held on Saturday, September 28 in
the downtown business district.

Mr. Atkins also received the
council’s informal assent for a spe-
cial township auction to be held on
September 14 in order to sell several
items, including a hot dog truck and
golf clubs that belonged to former
Township Treasurer William
Polidore, who pled guilty last sum-
mer to embezzling $332,000 from
township accounts.

In a related matter, Mr. Atkins and
Township Attorney Douglas Hansen
will be in Trenton this morning to
speak at a hearing in connection
with a request by Mr. Polidore for an
early release from his five-year prison
sentence.

Mr. Hansen noted that the town-
ship has already filed a written ob-
jection to any early release for Mr.
Polidore.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Board

Carolyn Lathrop of SP
Named Valedictorian
At County Vo-Tech

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCVTS) in Scotch Plains
has announced that Carolyn Lathrop
of Scotch Plains has been named
valedictorian.

She plans to
attend Dartmouth College this fall to
study veterinary medicine.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
Recognizes Top Students in Class of 2002

SCOTCH PLAINS – During a spe-
cial meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education held
earlier this month, the board recog-
nized the outstanding achievements
of district students during this school
year.

Medallions were presented to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Class of 2002 valedicto-
rian William Gonch and to class
salutatorian Matthew DiNichilo.
Both students were outstanding, ac-
tive students who participated in
music, athletic, literary, debate, and
business extracurricular activities and
in academic competitions.

William, a National Merit Fi-
nalist, completed his four years of
high school with a grade point
average (GPA) of 4.5923 and Mat-
thew, a National Merit Com-
mended Student, achieved a GPA
of 4.5735.

Other students in the Class of 2002
who were recognized by the board as
National Merit Commended Students
included Patrick Carroll, Sonia Dutta,
Susannah Grossman, Michael
Heinrich, Alaina Ingram, Brian
Kaplun, Caitlin Mahony, Daniel
Nelson, Matthew Ortyl, and Alfred
Twu.

In addition, Catherine Trombley
was named a Scholar in the National
Hispanic Recognition Program.

Members of the Class of 2002 who
were named Edward J. Bloustein
Distinguished Scholars included stu-
dents William Gonch, Matthew
DiNichilo, Patrick Carroll, Sonia
Dutta, Susannah Grossman, Alaina
Ingram, Brian Kaplun, Kaitlin
Mahony, Daniel Nelson, Matthew
Ortyl, and Alfred Twu as well as
Adam Bendik, Erin Breznitsky,
Lauren De Marino, Jessica Green,
Jennifer Harrison, Michael Hughes,
Karen McCourt, Kristy Novak,
Sharon Opila, Rennuel Razal, and
Timothy Ryan.

Senior Erin Baer, assistant Co-
Editor-in-Chief of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School newspaper,
Fanscotian, was honored for her se-
lection as the 2002 New Jersey High
School Journalist of the Year by the
New Jersey Press Foundation.

Students Christine Perrotta and Ian
Wehrle were honored for being
named to the All-Eastern American
Choral Directors Chorus in Pitts-
burgh, Pa., and their participation in
the American Music Abroad Tour.

David Baumwoll, currently state
vice-president of DECA, was recog-
nized for his election as State DECA
President for the 2002-2003 school
year.

The school board presented a me-
dallion to senior Ray Williams for
his outstanding track accomplish-
ments during the year. Williams cap-
tured Group 3 state championships
in the 100 meters, 200 meters, and
400 meters while going undefeated
in the 400 meters for the entire 2002
track season.

In addition, he won the “Meet of
Champions” for the second consecu-
tive year and established a new meet

record in the 400 meters with a time
of 46.55 seconds.

The board announced that the 2001
edition of The Muse, SPFHS literary
magazine, received the highest award
for most outstanding literary publica-
tion from the National Council of
Teachers of English and recognized
advisor Candace Keller and co-edi-
tors Sarah Anderson and Shivani
Parmar for their literary and artistic
efforts.

Fifth grade Thinking Is Basic (TIB)
students were honored for achieving
first place in New Jersey in Aca-
demic Hallmark’s nationwide
Knowledge Master Open Quiz Bowl
competition. The team, which also
finished 46 in the nation out of 453
schools, included Antonio Albano,
David Levine, Brian Jascur, Brian
Bonacum, Joshua Lieberman, Emily
Katz, Kelly Cianciotta, Kayla
Molnar, Allison Killeen, Michelle
Conway, Brianna Provenzano, Kapri

Kreps, Antonio DiNizo, Christian
Speck, Sahrula Kubie, Joseph Fan,
Blake Vanbuskirk, Thomas Leong,
Olivia Francavilla, Dorian
Bogdanovski, Perry Lewis, William
Johnston, Xin Cao, Jimmy Mei, Ryan
Keavney, Kathryn Cockrell, Austin
Pfundheller, Jonathan Kosenick,
Thomas Cristiani, Ryan Rappa,
Karthik Krishna Kumar, Mitchell
Facer, Martin Sweeney, Allison
Lasher, Diana Ferrante, and Eliza
Ziegler.

The board also presented certifi-
cates to members of the sixth grade
Knowledge Master Open Quiz Bowl
team that finished first in New Jersey
and 10th in the nation out of 459
schools. Team members included
Andrew Clark, Noelle DeGregorio,
Catherine Harley, Marc L’Heureux,
Jacob Lavenhar, Victoria McNally,
Elizabeth Peach, Brian Pesin, Neil
Pratt, Samantha Traiman, Samuel
Ungar, and Nitin Viswanathan.

Jason White Placed
On Spring Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch

Plains resident Jason T. White has
been placed on the Dean’s List for
the spring 2002 semester at James
Madison University in
Harrisonburg, Va.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
UNICO Awards Grants

SCOTCH PLAINS — Seven out-
standing high school students were
recognized at the annual Scotch
Plains-Fanwood UNICO scholar-
ship awards dinner on May 28 at
Snuffy’s Pantangis Renaissance in
Scotch Plains.

The seven high school seniors
were awarded a total of $15,000 in
acknowledgement of their aca-
demic achievement, athletic ex-
cellence and leadership within the
community.

Patrick Carroll, Kerry McVey,
Andrew Pavoni, Christine Perrotta
and Catherine Trombley each re-
ceived $2,500 in memorial schol-
arships.

These awards were created in
tribute to several deceased UNICO
members who exemplified the Ital-
ian-American service
organization’s motto: “Service
Above Self.”

The Chapter Members scholar-

ship, in recognition of current
UNICO members, was awarded to
Julianne Buro. Andrew Pavoni and
Jamie Ferraro were also acknowl-
edged as recipients of the Brian
Piccolo Award.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
chapter of UNICO makes these
awards possible through their
fundraising efforts, including the
annual Italian Festival held every
Labor Day Weekend at St.
Bartholomew’s Roman Catholic
Church.

As members of the service orga-
nization, the men and women of
UNICO continue the 80-year-old
tradition of supporting their com-
munities and promoting Italian cul-
ture.

For more information about the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood chapter of
UNICO, please visit
www.spfunico.org or call (908)
889-2200, extension no. 1.
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SP-F Schools
Set Construction

There will also be specialty courses
available to high school students,
such as the popular advanced weight-
training course.

In addition, the health program
will include advocating abstinence
and sex education. The program will
also discuss health enhancing be-
havior, nutrition, chemical depen-
dency, and personal hygiene in ac-
cordance to each specific age group.

A middle school information tech-
nology presentation was also made
by Jeffrey Ross along with Susan
Laffey, an information technology
teacher at Terrill Middle School, and
Joanne Arvay, Network Administra-
tor and Technology Coordinator.

The group discussed advancing
technology early on by having middle
school students incorporate key-
boarding into their curriculum, par-
ticularly third graders. The goal of
the program is to reach students early
on in order to improve writing and
copy-editing skills.

Also discussed was incorporating
an InfoTech program that will ex-
pose students to web pages, digital
sound and digital movies.

In other news, the board received
31 letters and emails regarding the
proposed school day start that was
approved at the meeting on June 6.
The board also approved the 2002-
2003 extended summer placements
in the amount of $312,144.70.

Text books for the 2002-2003
school year and resolutions approv-
ing awards of bid contracts for ath-
letic supplies, furniture, asbestos re-
moval and the high school bridge
construction were all approved.

On a lighter note, the board said
farewell to Dr. Regan, who will be
leaving the district after two years of
service. Dr. Regan will be Superin-
tendent of Schools of Union Town-
ship in Hunterdon County.

The next public meeting will be
held on Thursday, July 11.

Westfield resident Dr. Audrey
Fisch said that a person cannot
form a love for reading at Barnes
and Noble, and said that, “if
you’ve only been to Barnes and
Noble you are not a reader.”

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- On Tuesday night,
the Westfield Town Council heard from
members of the Westfield Memorial
Library staff as well as members of the
community in response to the article
that appeared in the June 13 edition of
The Westfield Leader.

Library Director Barbara Thiele was
the first to speak. She said that the
library has many accomplishments and
that the staff works behind the scenes
for months on large projects, such as
the summer reading program and the
new co-operative program with Kean
University. She pointed out that Mon-
day was the first day of the children’s
summer reading program and that 157
children had signed up.

Ms. Thiele said that the library has a
dedicated and enthusiastic staff that
deserves the council’s support.

Betty Barcan spoke on behalf of the
Library Board of Trustees. She said
that the library staff had been informed
of their raises months ago and that the
council should approve the raises and
treat the staff fairly.

Ms. Barcan added that the personnel
committee has met three times to re-
evaluate salaries for next year.

Mary Cooney, who works in the
children’s department of the library
said that the raises were earned and
that with these raises the library is still
at the lower end of the pay scale in the
state.

Ms. Cooney stated that the director
has served for 18 years and built the
library where it is now. She added that
to be a librarian a master’s degree is
required and the starting salary for this
position is $33,500, which she com-
pared to a teacher who is only required
to have a bachelor’s degree, starts at
$43,000 in Westfield.

She also compared the part-time help
pay rates at the library, $8.75 per hour,
to the rate at town hall, $12.08 per hour.

Staff member Adrian Basso stated
her objections to a statement made by
Town Administrator James Gildea’s
last week during the council’s confer-
ence session. Mr. Gildea had stated

Memorial Library Staff, Officials Speak
Out; Town Council Green Lights Salaries

that if the library were given $10, they
could spend 9 on sala-
ries and 1 on books.

Ms. Basso said that
this statement was,
“insulting to every li-
brary staff member,”
adding that the library
ranks highest in cir-
culation and lowest in
expenditures per cir-
culation. She re-
minded the council
that the library is open
seven days a week during the school
year and said the facility is an invalu-
able resource.

Ms. Basso said that the council is
unaware of the important role of the
library and that there is no honor in
being underpaid and under appreci-
ated.

Andrew Lee, a Westfield resident,
library cardholder and New York Uni-
versity Librarian and Teacher, said that
the library is important for the educa-
tion of this town. He said that the
library encourages the love of reading,
and that the library is open after the
school library is closed.

Mr. Lee said that the Westfield Li-
brary is open more hours than many
branches of the New York Public Li-
brary. He suggested that the council
approve the raises and then go to the
Trustees to find other ways to resolve
this matter.

Joan Thurman, the library office
manager, said that she thought the li-
brary and the council were on the same
team. She said that library funding is
controlled by state laws that were en-
acted in 1905 and revised as recently as
2001. She said that these are not new
local practices and that by approving
the raises, the council is only authoriz-
ing the cutting of the checks.

Ms. Thurman stated that Mr. Gildea’s
comment was inaccurate and that the
statement made last week by Mayor
Gregory McDermott that it “doesn’t
matter” if the council disagrees, seemed
unfair. She told the council that they
receive a complete financial report, a
report from the director and the assis-
tant director on a monthly basis. She
added that in times of economic slow
downs the use of public libraries soars.

Ms. Thurman also said that the
library’s budget request was $240 over
the minimum required by the state and
that there are currently three profes-
sional vacancies and that it is difficult
to recruit and retain people for these
positions.

Jill Sawers, a resident of Westfield,
said that the library is an invaluable
asset to the community. “I think we
should give them a raise,” Mrs. Sawers
said.

Jeanne Ryan, a Westfield resident
and professional librarian, said that
Ms. Thiele’s 18 years of service to
the community needs to be a matter
of public record. She also said that
the library should be free from poli-
tics.

Westfield resident Dr. Audrey Fisch
said that a person cannot form a love
for reading at Barnes and Noble, and
said that, “if you’ve only been to Barnes
and Noble you are not a reader.”

She said that putting in, “pretty curb
stones,” has become more important,
and questioned if we really care about
what is going on inside the library.

Mayor McDermott responded that
he wanted to
clarify the issues
with the library.
He said that the
comment on the
budget by Mr.
Gildea may have
come off in the
newspaper as
being “flip” but
that Mr. Gildea
was trying to ex-
plain to the

council how the process works, and
that any number could have been
plugged in.

“I don’t think any members of the
council would dispute the importance
of the library,” Mayor McDermott
stated.

He added that the council is looking
at all of the salaries in town and that
they may have picked the wrong time

of the year to do so, after the salaries
had been made. Mayor McDermott
stated that there are, “no bad feelings
between the two bodies.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Kevin
Walsh stated that he was not aware that
the council gets a report from the li-
brary. He said that the issue was with
the salaries of the upper echelon and
administration, not the staff. He said
that he hoped for better communica-
tion moving forward.

In other business, West Broad Street
resident Mike Gonnella stated that he
was surprised by the proposed location
of an eight-foot stockade fence. The
fence will separate his property from
the Memorial Pool Complex. The pro-
posed fence would not only back to his
property, but end at his garage and start
again on the other side. He said that he
is asking for a few feet as a compro-
mise. He said that the town has been
helpful and congenial, and that he was
not surprised by the placement of a
fence, only the exact location of it.

Mayor McDermott stated that the
council would not be voting on any-
thing formal that night, and that though
it was green acres property, they would
try to figure something out.

The Mayor and council unanimously
approved the salaries for the Memorial
Library, as well as the regularly sala-
ried Town employees. First Ward Coun-
cilman Carl Salisbury was not present.

The council also approved the sec-
ond reading of the ordinances approv-
ing the sale of the $1.6 million bond for
Memorial Pool construction and the
consolidation of debt, not to exceed
$5,937,000.

The council also approved the first
reading of an ordinance approving the
fire department to install key boxes,
security caps for fire suppression sys-
tems and automatic fire alarms for use
in times of emergency.

Fire Chief John Castellano explained
that the lock boxes are tamperproof,
and that there are now over 100 build-
ings that the fire department maintains
keys for at their headquarters. He said
that this system will allow for a more
rapid response and that they could cur-
tail damage.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh gave
an update on the Rahway Avenue road-
calming project. He said that the bump-
outs are complete and that the grad-
ing has been done for the speed
humps, raised crosswalks and raised
intersections. Paving will be done on
Friday and the striping will be done
the following day. Signs to warn driv-
ers of the speed humps and raised
pavement are on order.

The council went into closed ses-
sion at the request of Town Attorney
Robert Cockren to discuss potential
litigation the town may be involved
in.

The next public meeting of the
Town Council will be on Tuesday,
July 2, at 8 p.m.

“What I hesitate to do is to have that
step happen when the state is ready to
review the application. I think that you
are going to get a very strong negative
reaction, not from everybody, probably
not from most, but from some,” he con-
tinued.

“I think it is good for Fanwood to have
a historic district. It is a nice, T-shape,
right in the main arteries of our town. It’s
something I think people will become
enthusiastic for,” Mr. Ryan added.

Chairwoman of the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission, Dee O’Brien, agreed
that the public should be informed.

“Our ordinance is a fine ordinance and
it’s really not that strict; it’s just a matter
of convincing people of that,” she said.

“Once again, this is not an easy thing
to understand. I mean, it took you all
awhile to understand it and it is going to
take the residents awhile, so that they
won’t be scared and think the worst,”
Mrs. O’Brien commented.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
asked Ms. Zerbe what the probability
was of the review board turning down the
proposal.

“It’s not a rubber stamp. If I thought
that they would say no, I wouldn’t have
gone this far,” Ms. Zerbe said.

The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion will hold an informational meeting
in September for homeowners who are
located in the proposed historic district.
The Borough Council will then follow
up with a public hearing.

In the meantime, the council plans to
move forward in designating the three
properties for inclusion in a local historic
registry — the first time this has been
done in Fanwood.

In hopes of acquiring funds toward the
cost of repairing Westfield Road, the
council authorized Borough Engineer
Richard Marsden to apply for a local
grant totaling $338,000, which repre-
sents Fanwood’s share of a joint venture
with Scotch Plains.

According to Mr. Marsden, repairs
will include resurfacing, patch repairing,
the addition of sidewalks and dropping
the profile of the road, which would
reduce the maximum amount of flood-
ing. He said that he expects to have an
answer on the grant application by De-
cember.

Board member John Celardo inquired
whether the lounge’s restricted access
policy would conflict with the First
Amendment of the Constitution, guar-
anteeing freedom of speech. It was deter-
mined that it would not, since the lounge
would be a private business.

Board member Jack Molenaar re-
marked that the business, particularly in
its highly visible location, could actually
prove to be advantageous to the borough
by attracting more people to the down-
town.


