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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Business Heading Down!?

Let us help:

we’ll re-introduce you

to your customers.

your friends and

neighbors right here

in town.

All prices include 

installation. 
Some buildings shown with 

options. 

 Call TOLL FREE for 
Your FREE Brochure 

AWARDEE...The late Mr. and Mrs. Louis Lekas and their daughter, Ms. Vasy
Honecker, will be honored by the Westfield Historic Preservation Commission
for their office building construction at 222 North Avenue.
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“24 Years of Experience Settling
Significant Injury and Accident Cases.”

Call For a Free Consultation

“No Fee Unless Money is Collected.”

(908) 233-5800
2281 South Ave., Scotch Plains
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$3500
Activation with 2 year contract����

• Long Distance
• Voice Mail
• Call Waiting

OWNER OPERATED • SERVING UNION CO.

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJ
908.654.6440            Fax: 908.654.6441
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�Keeping Families Connected Is Our Top Priority��

CE L L U L A R PH O N E S,  BE E P E R S & PAG E R S

David Shaw, Tenacious Writer Finds
Success on High Sea Adventures

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
and author David Shaw overcame
seemingly insurmountable obstacles,
both in his personal life and in his
career, to become a successful au-
thor of several books about the sea.

In his narrative tales, Mr. Shaw
vividly recreates trans-Atlantic voy-
ages which took place during the
1800s. Basing his stories on research
of actual events, Mr. Shaw takes read-
ers on a descriptive journey through
the history of the ports, shipyards and
the merchant shipping industry along
the coasts of New York and New
Jersey to the ports of Europe. He also
draws on his own extensive knowl-
edge and experience of sailing, a
hobby imparted to him by his parents,
he told The Westfield Leader and The
Times.

What is so incredible about Mr.
Shaw’s first-hand knowledge of sail-
ing and the vivid imagery in his sto-
ries is that he was born legally blind.
Stricken with a congenital eye dis-
ease at birth, Mr. Shaw explained that
his eyesight, throughout his life, has
been no better than viewing a very
cloudy, impressionistic painting.

“As a child, I was very introverted.
I turned to writing stories as a way to
feel good about myself,” he recalled.
He said that he was especially en-
couraged to develop his writing skills
by his favorite fifth grade teacher,
Grace Solomon, at the Elm Street
Elementary School.

Another favorite teacher, who also
encouraged him to write, was his
seventh grade English teacher, Tho-
mas Trelease, at Roosevelt Middle
School. And about that time, his
parents divorced, which was another,
difficult hurdle he had to grapple
with in addition to being almost blind.

“I wrote a horror story called The
Tormentor, about a malevolent spirit
that haunts a family. It was obviously
how I felt about my family’s prob-
lems,” he said. “Mr. Trelease typed
the story for me and submitted it to a
publishing company. That resulted
in the first of many rejection no-
tices,” he remarked.

After graduating Westfield High
School, with a low “C” average, he
packed his guitar and his backpack
and hitchhiked all over the North-
east. He had aspirations of becoming
a successful musician.

“Homeless and broke, I played
guitar on street corners for quarters,”
he recounted. “Eventually, I returned
to New Jersey and got fired as a
cashier from the old Westfield
Foodtown, for pressing the wrong
keys,” he remembered. “After push-
ing grocery carts for a year and a
half, realizing that my life was going
nowhere, I decided to return to
school,” he recalled.

Mr. Shaw was rejected by Colum-
bia, Syracuse and Boston universi-
ties, because of his mediocre grades,
he said. He attended Union County
College for three semesters to bring
up his grades and hired a math tutor
to improve his SAT scores.

Eventually, Syracuse University
admitted him to the New House
School of Public Communications,
where he majored in Magazine Jour-
nalism and graduated with honors.
Unfortunately, no magazine would
hire a journalist that couldn’t drive,
he explained.

“I was 27 years old and struggling
on $5,000 a year freelancing for ad
agencies and writing articles for boat-
ing magazines,” he said.

He also met and married his wife,
Elizabeth, who was a fifth grade

English teacher.
“Luckily, Elizabeth, who was 15

years older than me, was making a
decent living and she was very sup-
portive of my struggle to develop a
writing career,” he said.

In 1992, the recession hit and the

freelance jobs dried up, Mr. Shaw
recalled. “I had to come up with a
plan. So I borrowed $4,000 and to-
gether with my savings of $3,000, I
bought an old 24 foot Sloop,” he
related.

His “scheme,” as he called it, was
to get a publisher to buy the story of
a “half-blind guy goes on perilous
solo voyage up the Hudson River, to
the Great Lakes, down the Missis-
sippi to the Gulf of Mexico and back
home through the Florida Keys.”

“I could see enough to read the
charts with a magnifying glass and I
could see the buoys if they were within
a few feet with binoculars,” he told The
Leader and The Times. “I couldn’t
afford any instruments, which made
the journey a little more adventurous,”
he said. “My first day out, I almost got
run over by a garbage barge,” he re-
called with amusement. “I also fell
overboard twice at the dock.”

In the fall of 1992, he made it to the
Great Lakes as planned and had lined
up publication of the story. The sec-
ond leg of his trip was cut short,
however, when in 1993, the Missis-
sippi flooded. He had to abandon his
plan and the publisher abandoned his
story idea.

Eventually, his first seaworthy
book, published in 1998, was a com-

AWARDEE...Mr. & Mrs. David Beke will be honored by the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commission for restoration of their property at 538 Westfield
Avenue.

pilation of all of his magazine ar-
ticles, called “Inland Passage, On
Boats and Boating in the Northeast”.

“It was a terrible failure,” he said.
And so was his first narrative tale,
Daring the Sea, also published in
1998, the true story of two Norwe-
gians from New Jersey who were the
first men to row across the Atlantic.

“Both bombed,” he said. “Even
the Norwegian market overseas
wasn’t interested,” he lamented.

He continued to get rejection let-
ters as he attempted to shop his books
to different publishers. When asked
if the repeated rejections made him
discouraged, he recalled that there
were times when he threw his manu-
scripts on the floor and stomped on
them in despair.

With remarkable tenacity, Mr.
Shaw wrote a third book in 2001,
Flying Cloud, which recounts the
true story of America’s most famous
Clipper Ship and the heroic woman
that was her navigator. Flying Cloud
took off and sold over 20,000 copies,
which he considers a moderate suc-
cess. And, while doing research for
Flying Cloud, he churned up the idea
for his fourth narrative tale, The Sea
Shall Embrace Them, the tragic story
about the sinking of America’s
Steamship, Artic. The Sea Shall
Embrace Them has sold 30,000 cop-
ies and was chosen as an alternative
selection for the Book of the Month
Club in June, according to Mr. Shaw.

With the recent success of his book
sales, Mr. Shaw was able to trade his
old Sloop in for a 36 foot Cutter,
which he and his wife keep docked in
Maine and spend their summers on.

His fifth sea-related book, America’s
Victory, about the history of the
America’s Cup, will be published in
January of 2003, his publicist, Amy
Heller, of the Free Press told The Leader.
“Mr. Shaw is currently on an East
Coast book tour, promoting his new
books”, said Ms. Heller.

All of his titles are also available
on Amazon.com, she said. Mr. Shaw’s
advice to aspiring young writers is,
“Do something else if you want to
make money. But if you have to
write, believe in yourself and stick to
it.” Then he added, “If you don’t take
chances and if you don’t dream, you’ll
never get anywhere.”

Author David Shaw

AWARDEE...Ferraro, Palmiro Inc. will be honored by the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commission for restoration of their commercial property at 6-14
Elm Street.

New Public Information Law
To Become Effective July 8

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and TheTimes

This past Thursday, staff members
from The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood at-
tended a seminar on the new public
information law that goes into effect
on July 8. The seminar was given by
Attorney Tom Cafferty for the New
Jersey Press Association. Mr. Cafferty
helped to author the law.

Though there is some confusion on
who the law applies to, it is our under-
standing that it includes county and mu-
nicipal governments, boards of educa-
tion, Special Improvement Districts (such
as The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion), commissions, authorities, state agen-
cies and police departments. Bodies not
subject to the law, as we understand it, are
the court system and the state legislature.

The new law is designed to facilitate
public access to documents that were
previously kept classified. If a docu-
ment contains classified information,
the custodian must delete or block out
that information and supply you with
the rest. They have to give you a reason
for withholding something. Certain in-
formation of personnel records will be
public, such as salaries, vacation time
and the reasons for termination.

The new law appoints the Town Clerk as
custodian of all municipal documents, but
allows the clerk to appoint deputies. Pre-
sumably, there will be similar arrange-
ments for other government bodies. Re-
quests for information are to be put into
writing. The custodian has a “reasonable”
amount of time, but no more than seven
days, to provide the documents in any
means you’d like; meaning you can have a
hard copy or electronic document. If the
information requested is archived, it may
take more than seven days to have access,
but the custodian must at least inform you
of that. There is a fee structure set up for this.

The exemptions from the law are those
documents protected by state and federal
mandates, any document that would com-
promise building security and criminal
investigation records.

All e-mails are supposed to be kept for
three years, and become a public record.
The interesting question here is how would
one request them, especially since many e-
mails are sent and received from home.

The new law states that, “a public
official, officer, employee or custodian
who knowingly and willfully violates
(the law) and is found to have unreason-
ably denied access,” will be fined $1,000
for the first offense, $2,500 for the
second offense in 10 years and $5,000
for the third offense in 10 years. These
fines are to be paid by the individual, not

the organization or municipality.
State Senator Richard Bagger, a sup-

porter of the law, said that the law is state
mandated, and that it is mandatory for
everyone to comply. He is not aware of any
state funding associated with the law; but
should municipalities feel there are above
normal costs associated with this, they can

appeal to the Council on State Mandates
for determination. The council can either
fund the cost of the law, or suspend the law.
He added only time will tell whether there
is any burden associated with it. The legis-
lature overwhelmingly approved the law
and it is meant to streamline public access
to the records.

Lauren S. Pass for The Leader/Times
UNDERAGE DRINKING…No, not Scotch Plains. This billboard advertise-
ment is located within two blocks of three schools in Westfield.


