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The Law Office of
JON M. BRAMNICK

DWI, SPEEDING?
DRUG CHARGES?
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Call

GARY J. GRABAS
Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

(908) 322 - 7000
Fax: (908) 322 - 6997

spark plug creative

Fred Malley   908•789•2371    sparkplug@pobox.com

WRITING
• Business Communications

• Web Site Copy

• Features/Profiles/Bios

• Brochures

• Newsletters

• Multimedia

Kickoff Held For Caruana
For Westfield Town Council
WESTFIELD – A campaign kick-

off event was held this past Saturday
for  Republican First Ward council
candidate Sal Caruana at the home of
Frank and Lori Arena of Coleman
Place. Over 100 people, including As-
semblyman Tom Kean, Jr., and Mayor
Gregory McDermott, attended.

Addressing the group, Mayor
McDermott highlighted Mr. Caruana’s
devotion to Westfield and how he has
dedicated countless hours to volunteer
activities for the benefit of Westfield’s
children and the community.

Some of Mr. Caruana’s activities
include being the founder of  “Westfield
Cares,” a group of 50 Westfield resi-
dents that assisted Westfield families
affected by the tragedies of September
11, where over 110 Westfield busi-
nesses donated discounted goods and
services to this effort; Board of Direc-
tors, Westfield United Fund, and Trustee
of the College Men’s Club of Westfield.
Mr. Caruana’s efforts on behalf of the
children of Westfield include raising
tens of thousands of dollars in scholar-
ship funds for needy Westfield High
School graduates as the College Men’s
Club Dinner Chairman for five years;
originating and implementing scholar-
ships for SAT tutorials for seniors with
financial need, and volunteer coach of

youth soccer, basketball and softball.
Two of the many themes of Mr.

Caruana’s First Ward campaign will
be taxes and outreach. Mr. Caruana
believes there must be greater effi-
ciencies in municipal government in
order to minimize the burdensome
tax increases of recent years. Taxes
are his highest priority.

Secondly, Mr. Caruana believes
the office of councilman is an impor-
tant leadership position in the com-
munity and that, in their role, coun-
cilmen and councilwomen need to
care as much about people as they do
about issues. He cited the most re-
cent census report (2000), released
in The Star Ledger approximately
two weeks ago, which showed at
least 800 Westfield residents live
below the national poverty line
($23,000 income for a family of
four). Mr. Caruana believes the Town
Council should have a moral respon-
sibility to initiate or lead volunteer
efforts to reach out to those segments
of the community that are in need.

“For some of our families, quality
of life issues are shelter and cloth-
ing, not pot-holes and leaf removal,”
Mr. Caruana said.

He said during the campaign, he
will articulate ways in which the coun-
cil and municipal government can lead
such volunteer efforts. He believes,
“Westfield is an extraordinarily caring
and compassionate community, and
there is no better recent evidence than
the depth of the town’s response to the
events of September 11.”

Mr. Caruana lives at 220 East
Dudley Avenue with his wife,
Darleen, and daughters Patrina and
Kristen Leigh. He can be reached  at
(908) 233-4039 and by e-mail at
SalCaruana@aol.com

AT THE CONTROLS...N.J. Governor James McGreevey tested the controls on
May 29 of an NJ Transit train in Penn Station at Newark during a review of the
commuter rail plans for the upcomng year.

Gov. McGreevey Announces
Transit Improvement Plans
NEWARK – On May 29, Gover-

nor James E. McGreevey, State Trans-
portation Commissioner James Fox,
and NJ Transit Executive Director
George D. Warrington, announced a
series of steps to ease overcrowding
on the NJ Transit rail system.

“We are making schedule changes,
purchasing new rail cars and making
better use of equipment and resources
to improve the service that NJ Tran-
sit provides every day,” Gov.
McGreevey said. “For New Jersey
and its people to thrive, it is essential
for our mass transportation system to
remain viable, reliable and secure.”

A $250 million commitment has
been made by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey to help NJ
Transit purchase 231 bi-level rail
cars.

Three rail schedule changes over
the next four months will add 6,000
seats to the rail system on weekdays
and 7,300 on Saturdays.

The NJ Transit Capacity Task Force
will explore other management tools
to maximize NJ Transit assets.

On June 16, 2,000 seats will be
added to Northeast Corridor trains,
primarily during the evening peak
period. A 10:37 p.m. Northeast Cor-
ridor departure from New York will
be added to handle late night crowds
of those attending sporting and en-
tertainment events in New York City.

On August 18, four Northeast Cor-
ridor trains will be added on Satur-
day mornings and four will be added
on Saturday evenings. This will in-
crease the seating capacity by 7,300
on Saturdays.

This fall, at the conclusion of NJ
Transit’s supplementary rail service
to the Jersey Shore, two morning
peak period trains (2,000 additional
seats) and two evening peak period
trains (2,000 additional seats) will
be added to the Northeast Corridor
schedule. This schedule change is
effective September 8.

For Raritan Valley Line riders who
transfer to Penn Station New York in
Newark, the capacity increases on

the Northeast Corridor and the North
Jersey Coast lines should help re-
duce overcrowding. NJ Transit will
continue to deploy rehabilitated
Comet II coaches on the Raritan
Valley Line.

MOUNTAINSIDE — Thousands
of amateur radio operators will work
around the clock this weekend to set
up field radio communication sta-
tions, get on the air, and contact thou-
sands of other operators in the United
States and Canada as part of their
participation in the American Radio
Relay League’s (ARRL) Field Day.

Jerry Rosenzweig, President of the
Tri-County Radio Association
(TCRA), said, “Field Day is the an-
nual ‘shakedown run’ for the ARRL’s
national field organization. It’s a
chance to fine-tune emergency com-
munication skills. We are operating
entirely with battery power and will
set up antennas in the field. The idea
is to assemble a self-sufficient, work-
ing station quickly and begin mak-
ing contacts. Additionally, this exer-
cise gives us a chance to show the
public what amateur radio is all about.

We invite everyone interested in
learning more about amateur radio
to visit us. We will answer questions
and provide an opportunity join us in
operating a station.”

The ARRL Field Organization es-
tablished emergency communica-
tions nets during floods, hurricanes,
fires, earthquakes and other major
disasters. Last September, members
of TCRA assisted emergency com-
munications efforts required follow-
ing the attack on the World Trade
Center.

Tri-County Radio Association,
Field Day operations will be at the
Watchung Reservation in
Mountainside. Activities begin at 2
p.m. Saturday, June 22.  The opera-
tion will end Sunday, June 23, at 2
p.m. The public is invited. For more
information, please call Mr.
Rosenzweig at (973) 219-1549.

National Honor Society
Honored by State Senator

By SETH AUGENSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LINDEN – State Senator Joseph
Suliga at his home in Linden hon-
ored the 302 members of the Na-
tional Honor Society from the towns
that constitute the 22nd District Leg-
islative Delegation on June 11. This
was the third year of the cookout.

A state senate and general assem-
bly resolution of recognition was
presented to each high school stu-
dent honoree to acknowledge his or
her distinction in academics.

“This is our way of saying that you
make my job a lot easier, because
you are going forward, you are get-
ting educated, and making it easier
on us as legislators in terms of mak-
ing the laws for the state of New
Jersey,” Senator Suliga declared in
his welcoming address to the honor-
ees.

After Liz Garcia of Infineum, the
evening’s sponsor, spoke, each of the
students received their “Resolution”
and had their picture taken with Sena-
tor Suliga.

Later in the evening, his running
mates Assemblyman Jerry Green and
Assemblywoman Linda Stender took
pictures and chat with the students.

The high schools in the 22nd Dis-
trict that were honored that evening
were Linden, Middlesex, Mother
Seton, North Plainfield, Plainfield,
Rahway, Roselle Catholic, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Union Catholic,
Union County Magnet and Watchung
Regional High School.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood had a simi-

lar recognition event the same
evening, so not all the students in-
vited from that school were able to
attend. Nevertheless, Suliga ex-
pressed his excitement, between con-
versations and hotdogs after the pro-
ceedings.

“We started this three years ago,
after we realized that the students in
the Honor Society and the ones that
excelled academically seemed to get
left behind, in regards to recognition
dinners and such. I felt this was a
great way to recognize those stu-
dents with their own event,” he stated.

“One of the nicest letters I re-
ceived about this event was the first
one. A single and self-described ‘His-
panic’ mother from Elizabeth who
knew very little English wrote about
how she had stressed academic
achievement to her son, and had
promised that he would be recog-
nized, but he had never gotten any
reinforcement out of that emphasis.
This cookout was the first instance of
that reinforcement.”

HONOR STUDENT...Senator Joseph
Suliga presents an Honors Society stu-
dent award.
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GOP SUPPORT...Westfield Council Candidate for 1st Ward, Sal Caruano,
receives backing from Republican leaders at his campaign kickoff fundraiser
Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: Asm. Tom Kean, Jr.; Mr. Caruano,
Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott and 1st Ward Councilman Peter Echausse.

Hams to Spend Weekend
Testing Emergency Skills


