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Two SP Developments
Opposed by Neighbors

By DEBORAH MADISON
Soecially Written for The Times

MM Red Estate Developers, Inc.,
owned by Michael Mahoney, brought
an gpplication for amajor subdivision
off of Raritan Road before the Scotch
Plains Planning Board on Monday,
July 22. Mr. Mahoney’s application,
for Cherry Blossom Egtates, proposed
to divide six lots into ten lots and to
build six new homes, while retaining
four existing houses on Raritan Road.

A few neighbors, whose properties
abut the proposed development, adso
attended the meeting. Severd of the
resdentstoldtheBoardand TheWestfield
Leader and The Timesof Scotch Plains-
Fanwoods that they objected to the
devel opment’ sdendity and potential for
drainage and traffic problems.

Asexplained to The Leader and The
Timesby Planning Board Secretary, Bar-
bara Horev, four homeowners, whose
properties front onto Raritan Road sold
Mr. Mahoney a portion of their land to
therear of thelr properties, which will be
induded in the new development. An-
other property owner sold Mr. Mahoney
two lots that run perpendicular to Frank
Street behind the Raritan Road proper-
ties, creating six existing lots. Mr.
Mahoney proposed to build six new
homes on a new cul-de-sac, which will
extend from Frank Street running pard-
ld to Raritan Road. The four origing
homes on Raritan Road must dso be
induded in the new deve opment, bring-
ing the total number of lotsto ten.

WestfieldAttorney, CharlesBrandt,
who representsMr. Mahoney, told the
Boardthat all of thelotsconformed to
zoning ordinances and al of the vari-
ances requested are for pre-existing
conditions. Three witnesses for the
applicant, including an Engineer, a
Planner andaland Surveyor described
different aspects of the development
to the Board and the public.

Accordingtotheland Surveyor, James
Watson of EKA Associates, the sze of
the homes have not yet been determined
and will be adjusted depending on the
szeof thelotsinthefina plans. They are
planning on building six, two-story
homes, with Sngle-car drivewaysfacing
the proposed cul-de-sec.

All of the homes would drain into
an underground storm-water pipe to
mitigate standing water problems in
the low-lying area.

Duringthepublicportionof themeet-
ing, neighboring residents addressed
their concerns to the Board that the
devel opment was too dense and would
create potentia problemsin the neigh-
borhood, including increased flooding
from run-off and traffic congestion on
the quiet dead-end of Frank Street.

Frank Street resident Walter Babich
told the Board that the neighbors
would not have a problem with three
houses, but that six was too many.

“We came to stop this project. It's
our town, and we don’'t want thisin
our neighborhood,” Mr. Babich
stated. He asked the Board to help
them stop the devel opment.

Board Chairman, Robert Doyle ex-
plained to Mr. Babich that the Board
was restricted by exigting laws and not
ableto stop aconforming devel opment.

“We can't stop aplanthat meetsall

of thelegal requirements,” Mr. Doyle
said. “What wecan doistorefinethe
plan so that it worksfor both you and
the developers,” he added.

Frank Street resident Deanna Jascur
told TheLeader and The Times that
neighborhood childrenwould be at risk
by the increased traffic thet this devel-
opment would bring to the quiet, dead
end street. Ms. Jascur o relayed that
most of the houses on Frank Street had
much larger lots than those proposed,
which in her opinion, did not conform
to the character of the neighborhood.

Consulting Engineer for the Planning
Board, Paul Ferraro requested that the
gpplicantreturnwithmoredetailedplans,
induding the placement of fire hydrants
and lighting fixtures at the next hearing,
which will take place on September 9.
TheBoard aso suggested that theneigh-
bors meet with Mr. Watson to discuss
their concerns about run-off and poten-
tid flooding onto their properties.

The continuation of an application
for amajor subdivisiononKing Street
was also heard at Monday’s mesting.
Theapplicant, Ernest Fantini, applied
for several variances to turn four lots
into six, single-family residential lots
and to construct a private access road
off of King Street.

At previous Planning Board meet-
ings, between March and June of 2002,
the gpplicant presented testimony from
anengineer, aprofessona planner, afire
safety expert and a traffic consultant.
According to the Board's minutes from
previous meetings, Mr. Fantini’'splanis
torazethe oneexisting house and subdi-
vide the four lots into Sx, with three
houses fronting onto King Street and
threefronting onto aprivate accessroad.

According to Planning Board Attor-
ney, Daniel Bernstein, municipa land
use law (MLUL) permitted a private
road over apublic road only in certain
dtuations, such as a “practicd diffi-
culty, a hardship or specia circum-
stances’. Lawrence Vastola of
Middlesex, Attorney for the gpplicant,
suggested to the Board that the specia
circumstances of the shape and size of
this lot warranted the municipdity’s
approvd of this nonconforming road.

TheBoard discussed that aprivateroad
would permit the developer to huild six
houses, while a public road would only
permit four or five conforming houses

At previousmeetings, Tom Demered,
aFreehold atorney representing neigh-
boring Edison residents, objected to the
development on behdf of his dients
dating that the circumstances did not
warrant the increased density or the pri-
vaeroad. Neither Mr. Demerest nor any
neighbors attended the July hearing.

Mr. Ferrarotold theBoard that inhis
opinion, there were substantial ben-
efits to a private roadway and that the
Board would have to weigh the ben-
efits against the detriments.

The Board requested that the appli-
cant develop plans for both a public
road and a private roadway in order to
comparethetwo proposal sbefore mak-
ing their decision. Mr. Vastolatold The
Leader and TheTimesthattheapplicant’s
Engineers would draw up both sets of
plans to be presented at the next hear-
ing. Noticewill begivento neighboring
residents once thet dete is st.

DWI, SPEEDING?
DRUG CHARGES?

We’ll Defend You In Court!

Call
GARY J. GRABAS

Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

The Law Office of
JON M. BRAMNICK

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908) 322 - 7000
Fax: (908) 322 - 6997

jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com
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GENEROUS DONATION...Barbara Thiele, Director of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library, pictured right, accepts a $27,200 donation from Eleanor Senus,
President of the Friends of the Library. The donation represents funds raised
at the Friends' Annual Book Sale and other activities.

Westfield Library Friends
M ake $27,200 Donation

WESTFIELD —The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library recently
presented a donation of $27,200 to
the library for various projects.

The funds were raised at the
Friends' Annual Book Sale in April
and other fundraising endeavors.

The money will be directed as
follows: $9,000 towards the cost of
the computer system upgrade; a
Books on CD displayer and paper-
backsasprizesfor the Summer Read-
ing Club in the Children’s Depart-
ment; six reference sets, including
Grzimek Animal Life Encyclopedia,
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Great American Writers: Twentieth
Century and the Encyclopedia of
American Crime for the Reference
Department; English as a Second
Language materials, compact disks,
DVDs and videos for the Adult De-
partment; display cubes; acomputer;
shelf-end displayers; a directional
sign; potted plants and a chalkboard/
marker board.

Now inits30th year asan organiza-
tion, the Friends has donated more
than $300,000 to the library. New
members are welcome and member-
shipformsareavailableat thelibrary.

Many RenovationsAre
Planned By SP-F Recreation

By JEREMY LIPSTEIN
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As per the 1999 Open Space ref-
erendum and a council bond ordi-
nanceof $950,000, the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department will be add-
ing a park facility and renovating
several of the current ones begin-
ning this Fall.

The site for a new park facility
sits on Jerusalem Road, behind
Scotch Hills Country Club, onaplot
presently referred to as Lot 12. The
township has owned the property
for quite a while, but has only re-
cently decided to use it. The new
park, yet to be officially named,
will have a little league field with
dugouts, a soccer field inlay, park-
ing and bathroom facilities.

Kramer Manor Park, located on
Evelyn Street, will be among the
parks to have major renovations.
The township has almost finished
replacing the sod and refurbishing
the baseball field with anew infield,
irrigation, benches and bleachers.
Thetownship plansto resurface two
basketball courts and three tennis
courts at Kramer Manor Park.

Similar improvements will be
madeat Farley and Jerseyland Fields
located on Farley Avenue and Be-
ryllium Road, respectively. The
changes to be made at these two
parkswill includeresurfacing of the
basketball courts and renovations
on the baseball diamonds, but new
sod will not be added at thesefields.

With plansto construct anew club-
house at Scotch Hills Country Club
in place, the old clubhouse will be
renovated with new windows and a
heating/air conditioning system. A
pro-shop, snack bar, storage facility
for golf cartsand ameeting areawill
be included at the new clubhouse.
The new clubhouse will be located
on part of the shag field, next to the
first tee. Once renovations are com-
plete, the old clubhouse will con-
tinueto be used for parties, meetings
and other functions.

In an agreement made with the
county, the town will reposition

fields at the County Vocational-
Technical School. At this facility,
an adult sized baseball field - 90 feet
between bases - and a full size soc-
cer field will be constructed. In or-
der to makethis possible, part of the
parking lot will be used as field.

At thefacility known asthe Route
22 Field, anew backstop, irrigation
system, benches and bleachers will
be added to the little league field.
This facility remains as a possibil-
ity for lighting, to enable night
games.

Other tentative sites for lighting
are the Union County Vocational-
Technical School, South Side Field
on Martine Avenue, and Brookside
Park on Hetfield Avenue.

“We're trying to be very consci-
entiouswiththeneighborsfeelings,”
said Director of Recreation Ray
Poerio about the sometimes-nega-
tive sentiments on lighting. “ Every-
one wants lights and recreation fa-
cilities, just not in their backyard.”

Plans for the “Field of Dreams’
project are getting under way as
well. The plan is a cooperative ef-
fort from the Township of Scotch
Plains, The Borough of Fanwood,
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, SP-F-Board of Edu-
cation, and Union County. The
project will mainly take place at
Park Middle School, wherethe adult
sized baseball field will be relo-
cated at that facility and two new
little league baseball fields will be
constructed. New backstops, bleach-
ers, benches, irrigation and sod are
al in the works for this project, in
addition to the possibility of light-
ing. To fund this project, the county
will supply matching funds of
$300,000t0 the$300,000 that Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and the SP-F-Board
of Education raised, $100,000 each.

Within the next two years, the
Recreation Department estimates it
will spend twotofour milliondollars
in renovations and additions. After
these projects are complete, further
renovationswill be plannedfor South
Side Field and Brookside Park.

Jeremy Lipstein for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROTEST SYMBOL...Union workers protested against the SP-F Board of
Education for hiring non-union workersfor asbestosremoval at SPFHS. Union
workersput up agiant rat in front of SPFHS and passed out flyersto the public
last week.
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The Town Bank’s VISA® Check Card!

Use This “Check”
Worldwide, Anytime!
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Say good-bye to check writing and carrying cash whenever
youre away from home. The Town Bank’s new VISA®
Check Card* is like a check and an ATM card all in one—
but easier, safer and more convenient. Make purchases or
get the cash you need, anytime, anywhere. The amount of
your purchase is deducted directly from your Town Bank
checking account. No IDs required! No waiting for check
approvals! No monthly fees!

Your Town Bank VISA® Check Card offers:

* Worldwide access to your Town Bank checking
account, wherever VISA® is accepted

* Access to any ATM location worldwide**

You'll always receive a receipt for easy record keeping and
every transaction will be detailed on your checking account
statement.

Stop in or call us to apply for yours!
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You Will Notice the Difference...

520 South Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-0800
Fax: 908-301-0843
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44 Flm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-518-9333
Fax: 908-518-0803
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*A checking account relationship is required to apply for your Town Bank of EQ!S)
Westfield VISA® Check Card. **A service charge may be imposed if you use

your Town Bank of Westfield VISA® Check Card at ATMs other than The Town %
Bank’s. Use at any ATM with the STAR®, MAC®, and PLUS® logos. STAR

Board Certified
in Clinical Hypnosis

Stop Smoking for good
Lose weight and keep it off
Break a habit / Conquer a fear
Reduce Stress / Control chronic pain

Dr. R. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Fully Insured
908-301-1991 Mountainside, NJ
www.DrRonnyGlassman.com

S v

0
SAVE 35-70% AND MORE
On Hundreds of Floor Samples by -
Kindel, Stickley, Baker, Statton, Karges, Henkel-Harris,
EJ Victor, John Widdicomb, Hancock & Moore,
D.R. Dimes, Hickory Chair, and others!

ITEM SUGG. RETAIL ~ SALE
Kindel Winterthur Lolling Chair 2995 1400
Baker French Nightstand 2046 599
Baker Tufted Tub Chair 3207 999
Sligh Leather Top Ball & Claw Writing Desk 2399 899
Baker Regency Desk 3250 1499
Baker Barbara Barry Chair 2719 1100
EJ Victor Chest 4936 1900
Maitland Smith Book Cocktail Table - As Is 2254 895
Henkel Harris Randolph Queen Anne Chair 1375 600
Hickory Chair Slipper Chair 1650 599
Southwood Lounge Chair - Animal Print 2262 750
Southwood Barrel Chair - Beige Damask 3691 999
Kindel Tight Back Chair Green/Rust Floral 4010 1200
Hancock & Moore Alligator Lounge Chair - Brown 3781 999
Henkel Harris Queen Anne Chairs 110, 109, 104, 1175-1800 300 ea
Set of H H Chip. Chairs 8 Sides/2 Arms Doub. Ped B&C Table 26,500 12,995
Henkel Harris Queen Anne Dining Table w/6 Chairs 11,656 5825
Sligh Bookcase with Doors 2486 1099
Baker McMillen Collection Bombe Chest 11,326 5400
Joal Bombe Chest 8000 3500
Kindel Varney Print Sofa 6176 3000
Kindel Varney Matching Chair 3072 1500
Widdicomb Round Inlaid Table 7060 3500
Hickory Chair Black Lacquer Nest 1950 1072
Widdicomb Door Cabinet 10,575 5000
Williamsburg Silver Chest - Mahogany 4 Drawer 3439 1895
EJ Victor Drop Lid Sec. Yew - As Is 7906 2900
Jasper Secretary Cherry/Birds Eye 4417 2200
Hancock & Moore Super Soft Navy Reading Chair & Otto. 5715 2850
Hancock & Moore Leather Sofa 7875 2500
Stickley Paisley Tapestry Sofa 7420 3500
Hancock & Moore Leather Swivel Desk Chair 1290 599
Widdicomb Victoria & Albert Dining Table & Chairs 32,635 15,900
Kindel Irish Georgian Sofa 8812 3900
EJ Victor Loose Pillow Sofa 3897 1900
EJ Victor Coordinating Lounge Chair 2025 1099
Randal Allen Leather Sofa 1399
Randal Allen Leather Chair & Ottoman 899
Stickley Mission Butterfly Table 4209 2000
Stickley Mission Cherry Cocktail Table 1767 885
Henkel Harris Broken Pedistal Cherry Bed Queen 5968 2500
Council 4/6 Rice Bed 4140 1900
Hickory Chair Thomas O'Brien King Bed 5645 2000
Kindel Sleigh Back Dining Chairs - Mahogany 1799 900
Widdicomb McFadden Sofa 10,963 4900

All Sales are Final, as is, and ready for immediate delivery. Items listed are subject to prior sale.
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| Valley Furniture Shop
= Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 * (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 © (973) 427-1848
MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-5:30 ® THURSDAY EVENING “T1L 9 PM ® SUNDAY 1-5
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MAGENTA BLACK
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