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My Take on It
With Kerrianne Spellman Cort
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WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Band, under the direction of
Elias Zareva, will conclude their 90th
Summer Concert Season on Thursday,
July 25, at 7:30 p.m.

A featured selection for the evening
will include saxophonist Richard Casey
performing the solo on Ashoken Fare-
well. Ashoken Farewell is the primary
theme to the Kenneth Burns documen-
tary “The Civil War.”

The band will also perform the Trium-
phal March from Aida, Semper Fidelis,
and Ballet Parisian, famous for the can-
can theme.

During the band’s intermission,
concertgoers will be treated to a special
performance by the Westfield Dixie All-
Stars, a group of musicians from the band

which performs a collection of Big Band
and Swing era hits.

The band will conclude the evening
performing patriotic favorites, “Stars and
Stripes Forever” and “God Bless
America” in which the audience can also
participate.

All events are free to the public and it
is suggested that the audience bring lawn
chairs or blankets.

The series is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, Bruce
Kaufmann, Director. For more informa-
tion, please contact (908) 789-4080.

This arts program is made possible in
part by a HEART (History, Education,
Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant from
the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.
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Men in Black II: Casts
Shadows of Summer

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

Opulent, wasteful, flouncing and con-
spicuously reckless, the “summer movie”
is America’s great private joke. And there
is no more typical example of summer fare
than director Barry Sonnenfeld’s Men in
Black II (MIB II).

Actually, only we really understand this
oddball spectacle that takes over our silver
screens each year between spring and fall.
It is the cinematic symbol of what every-
one else thinks we’re about — the myth
both they and we have so enjoyed perpetu-
ating. In broad-brush terms, it artistically
characterizes the nub of the love-hate we
engender the world around.

But we have a reason for churning out
these empty-calorie frappes of filmdom;
there is method to our overindulgence.

You see, we hardly make any more
westerns. So the desire to tell the tall tales
of our origins, the societal need to iterate
the Iliad and the Odyssey of our civiliza-
tion, finds its release in our celluloid ex-
travaganzas. Thus, every summer we reaf-
firm that we can still fritter away resources
with the best of ‘em. Only by now the
whole free-for-all look is just that ... a look.
Money is on the line. This excess is serious
business. There is a summer movie recipe
to follow.

Artistically, the only thing MIB II proves
is that we have no real need of a part two.
Granted, the idea culled from Lowell
Cunningham’s comic book of the same
name and originally scribed for the screen
by Ed Solomon had its novelty value. But
even though screenwriter Robert Gordon
adds a nuance or two to this second visita-
tion, it is apparent we saw all this franchise’s
pitches in the first inning.

Of course it can still be fun. And that’s
the idea, providing you keep it in perspec-
tive and don’t mind shelling out the shek-
els for such ostentatious pabulum. As
Popeye might have observed had he lived
to witness the phenomenon of the summer
blockbuster, it is what it is.

But be warned: Leaping from a retro art
house showing of O’Neill’s Long Day’s
Journey Into Night (1962) to MIB II could
cause palpitations as well as mild confu-
sion.

If you think about it, Reagan’s presi-
dency was fashioned like a summer movie
— big, brash and boisterous. Whereas
Carter’s term was more like something
from Sweden’s Ingmar Bergman — bleak,
introspective, but spiritually hopeful. And
if Clinton’s two terms were likened to a
film, well, it’d be a witty French comedy,
with a few naughty parts, naturally.

Too bad for us, though. For neither Will
Smith nor Tommy Lee Jones is as amusing
as either of those chief executives. As
Agent J and Agent K, respectively, opera-
tives of a secret agency dedicated to keep-
ing the Earth safe from alien domination,
they make for an only passable salt and
pepper team.

But while no great shakes, their banter
is at least audience-friendly. That is, while
not comically profound, there is a pleasant
patter to the wisecracking dialogue. It sort
of complements the hum of the theatre air
conditioning system and the mass munch-
ing of popcorn.

And since they’re not saying anything
of great import or particular interest, you’re
not quite so angry when the folks who
brought along their soon-terrified infants
don’t even attempt to restrain the uncon-
trollably wailing moppets.

Consider this momentary feeling of tol-
erance a pleasant by-product. It could en-
hance your self-esteem. Or, even better
yet, improve your odds of a positive re-
view when you reach the pearly gates: i.e.
— “Sir, if I may remind, please don’t
forget that time I went to see MIB II and
those trashy half-wits too cheap to get a
babysitter brought their crying brats to the
theatre. I wanted to really curse them out.
But I didn’t. So that should be worth
something.”

For those of us who attend movies for
less practical reasons, such as entertain-
ment, MIB II has its limited appeal. Yes,
there is that opportunity to be part of the
mass psychosis that lowers our film-going
standards in summertime. But you may
just want to celebrate the season much less
expensively. Like by simply having a sno-
cone. Because otherwise, Sonnenfeld’s
offering is a pretty standard mixture of
farce, sci-fi and action. Though, the fate of
the world does hang in the balance.

In this installment, Serleena, your typi-
cal dominatrix from another planet, has
arrived to claim the light of Zartha. She
needs it to control the world. And she’s
sure Laranna, Queen of the Universe (Paige
Brooks), cached the intergalactic bone of
contention somewhere here on terra firma.

The Agency says nope, said item left the
planet in the 1950s (the Earth has a strict
rule of neutrality in such disputes ... or
does it?).

Portrayed by Lara Flynn Boyle, the evil
Serleena is disguised as an underwear
model, and she’s fairly convincing, too.
But it’s her super treachery and strength,
combined with the ability to entangle ad-
versaries in a lasso of snakes, Medusa-

style, that have the title characters at the
end of their universe - rescuing ropes.

A menagerie of unearthly beings, some
friend, some foe, serve both as supporting
actors and thematic window-dressing. And
traipsing through the extraterrestrial trap-
pings in their sleek Benz coupe, J and K do
their best to, well, you know, save the day.

All along, bravado-filled conversation
and one-upmanship accompany their ex-
ploits, assuring us that this dynamic duo
has plenty of pluck. You know the routine.
It’s chide, fight, banter, chase, followed by
banter, fight, chase, chide ... or is it the
other way around?

No matter. The profit-making fix is in.
The formula for typical summer fare is in
place. And yes, there is an outlandish alien
or two, as well and an occasional nifty
concept. But when it comes to real motion
picture creativity, MIB II fails to color
outside the lines.

*  *  *  *  *
Men in Black II, rated PG-13, is a

Columbia Pictures release directed by
Barry Sonnenfeld and stars Tommy Lee
Jones, Will Smith and Lara Flynn Boyle.
Running time: 88 minutes.
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drummer Mickey Hart is compiled
on “Over the Edge & Back,” a best of
his interesting World Music experi-
ments including a track from the
“Apocalypse Now” sessions.

Universal Music delivers
a re-mastered Deluxe Edi-
tion of “The Velvet Under-
ground & Nico” featuring
both mono and stereo ver-
sions of the influential New
York band’s debut album.
Also recently released is a
new double-CD version of
“Asia,” the Geffen Years.
This is the one collection to
have if you are unfamiliar
with the early 80s super-
group.

Capitol Records recently released a
splendid Grand Funk Rail-
road live compilation CD,
the 1971 tour, featuring
such classics as, “Are You
Ready,” “I’m Your Cap-
tain, Closer to Home” and
a scorching version of the
Stones’ “Gimme Shelter.”
The sound quality and the
performances are first-
rate and they capture a
top band at its peak. Capi-
tol plans to release the band’s complete
back catalog in the next few months, so
stay tuned.

In other Capitol news I am very ex-
cited to report that Crowded House’s
debut album as well as Richard
Thompson’s classic “Rumour & Sigh”
are being released in the new DVD-
audio format, which as followers of this
column should be well aware of is a
fantastic new audio format which yields
the most amazing sound I have yet heard.

Finally, Capitol just released the first
few albums from ska-legends The Spe-
cials, including their debut record which

was produced by Elvis Costello.
Our friends at Rhino Records recently

released a DVD-Audio version of The
Band’s “The Last Waltz,” which is stun-
ning in its realism. I encourage every

music lover to pur-
chase a DVD-Audio
player this holiday
season to support this
great new format.

Also from Rhino is
a 2-CD set of the clas-
sic live album from
Little Feat, “Waiting
For Columbus,” fea-
turing unreleased ma-
terial and terrific liner
notes. Rhino also

brings us some classic early Randy
Newman discs including “Sail Away” and

“Good Ole Boys,”
complete with excel-
lent bonus tracks.

Finally, Epic
Legacy established
an obscure, yet clas-
sic CTI Record la-
bel. Releases include
Freddie Hubbard’s
“Red Clay” from
1970, Kenny
Burrell’s “God Bless

the Child” from 1971 and Grant Green’s
“The Main Attraction” from 1976. Legacy
also released some wonderful Laura Nyro
remasters including “Eli & the 13th Con-
fession” and “New York Tendaberry,”
which all come complete with bonus
tracks.

printed upon one of those laminated
cards, was something I was not ready
to see, a story of a life I wasn’t ready
to tell because it was not over yet (not
in my mind, at least).

With prayers, love and closer
attention to her diet, Gram should
be back in her house soon – solv-
ing the riddles of death dates, relat-
ing the biographies of relatives lost
and unforgotten. Ever young at
heart, she has more of life to live,
more great-grandchildren to cuddle
and more cards to claim for her
collection. So, her story goes on…

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO TO TANGO…At Echo Lake Park in Mountainside, the David Dedeno
Orchestra performed Latin favorites, while the art of the tango was taught to
attendees. The orchestra, which appeared as part of the Union County summer
concert series, was the last band to perform at the World Trade Center Summer
Festival and the ensemble performed regularly at Windows on the World.

STARS OF TOMORROW...Tara Deieso, 13, and Allison Siko, 14, both
Westfielders, are starring in Paper Mill Playhouse’s “New Voices 2002: The
Magic of Lerner and Loewe.” Now in its seventh year, “New Voices” plays three
performances - Friday and Saturday, July 26 and 27 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday,
July 28, at 3 p.m. Tickets are $18 to $35 and are available by calling Paper Mill
at (973) 376-43433 or visiting www.papermill.org.
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MILLBURN – New Voices 2002:
The Magic of Lerner & Loewe, an
annual event in its seventh year at
Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn,
will include the talent of local resi-
dents.

Westfielders Tara Deieso, 13,
Allison Siko, 14, and Lindsay Rose
Sinclair, 17, Sarah Morable, 13, of
Fanwood and Mountainside resident
Greg Trimmer, 16, will join per-
formers from over 71 towns across
New Jersey in this musical celebra-
tion of the musicals, such as My Fair
Lady, Camelot and Brigadoon, ar-

ranged by Alan Jay Lerner and
Frederick Loewe.

These performers are enrolled in
Paper Mill’s Summer Conservatory
and are nominees from the Rising
Star Awards 2002.
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — “Everything old
is new again.” I found myself whis-
tling this catchy tune as I strolled
out of The Booth Theater in Man-
hattan this past Sunday, where I
had just witnessed an absolutely
breathtaking production of I’m
Not Rappaport.

Written by Herb Gardner, this
powerful and outrageously funny
play won several Tony Awards in
1986, including Best Actor for
Judd Hirsch and Best Play.

The new version also stars the
talented Mr. Hirsch, with the mar-
velous Ben Vereen stepping into
the role that the late Cleavon Little
portrayed in the original.

Rappaport’s several producers in-
clude Roy Miller, a New Jersey na-
tive who, for the last 12 seasons, has
produced brilliant productions for
Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn.
In conjunction with Coconut Grove
Playhouse and Ford’s Theater, Miller
and Paper Mill first mounted this
dazzling revival last year.

After witnessing sheer theatrical
magic in the creation of this revival,
Miller saw a need to bring this time-
less gem back to Broadway.

I had written an article for The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood several
months ago regarding the resurgence
of many old but beloved television
programs and the popularity of retro
networks such as Nick at Nite, The
Game Show Channel and American
Movie Classics (AMC).

Clearly, the notion that the tried
and true is still entertaining and
powerful is now finding its way into
the world of theater.

After Sunday’s performance of
I’m Not Rappaport, Miller, my hus-
band and I discussed how the past
has indeed become the present on
Broadway.

The biggest ticket sellers on the
Great White Way currently are Chi-
cago, Cabaret, Into the Woods, Okla-
homa, 42nd Street, and Noises Off,
which are all revivals. The Produc-
ers, Thoroughly Modern Millie and

The Graduate are also huge hits,
and yes, while they are essentially
new pieces, they are based on films
from long ago.

Frankie and Johnny will soon be
making a comeback, (this time star-

ring Edie Falco of HBO’s “The So-
pranos” and Stanley Tucci) as will a
new production of Hairspray, based
on the extremely popular John Wa-
ters cult film.

Even Mamma Mia, which is in-
deed a new theatrical work, is based
on the music from the 1970s pop
band “ABBA.” Am I seeing a theme
here?

I think it is terrific. While there is
nothing more refreshing than a well-
crafted new theatrical piece, there is
something rather comforting and
nostalgic about revisiting an old,
time-honored play or musical. It’s
like putting on an old pair of slip-
pers. As soon as they are on your
feet, you think, “why haven’t I been
wearing these?”

There is truth to the rumors that
both Little Shop of Horrors and A
Chorus Line have plans to resurface
in New York and I am counting the
days. Again, I embrace the new. But
after everything we have all been
through recently as a nation, there is
something truly comforting about
taking a trip down memory lane.

Go see a Broadway show. Any
show. Truly, it doesn’t matter if it is
new or “renewed.” The experience
of live theater is one of our greatest
gifts. Let’s treasure that.

In closing, I do highly recommend
I’m Not Rappaport, currently in pre-
views at The Booth Theater on 45th
Street. It’s a fantastic production.

A scene from I’m Not Rappaport
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WESTFIELD – For the 11th con-
secutive summer, talented youth from
New Jersey will participate in the
Westfield Young Artists Cooperative
Theatre’s (WYACT) summer produc-
tions.

This season, in partnership with the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark and the Algonquin
Arts Theater (AAT) in Manasquan,
WYACT has drawn actors/actresses
representing over 30 towns and 10
counties in New jersey to present South
Pacific and Dames at Sea.

The young actors and actresses speak
highly of WYACT’s Artistic Director
Cynthia Meryl.

“I am so excited to be part of both
productions this season. Cindy has
cast me in challenging roles and this

summer will be a great opportunity for
personal and professional growth,
which WYACT has always encour-
aged,” stated Lauren Lindner, 17, of
Summit.

South Pacific will be Lindner’s fourth
show with WYACT, while Dames at
Sea will be the fifth production in
which she participates.

South Pacific, the romantic Rodgers
and Hammerstein classic, will run at
NJPAC from Friday, July 12 to Sunday,
July 21, before touring to AAT from
Friday, July 26 through Sunday, August
4. Dames at Sea, the tap dance spoof,
will run at AAT from Wednesday, Au-
gust 14 through Sunday, August 18.

For general WYACT information,
please call (908) 233-3221. For tickets
and box office information at NJPAC,
please call (888) GO-NJPAC or AAT
at (732) 528-9211.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Next up at the natural amphithe-
ater in Echo Lake Park will be New
Power Soul on Wednesday, July 24,
at 7:30 p.m. This group seems to
deliver it all: top 40, rock and alter-
native, hip hop, rap, soul, rhythm
and blues, pop, swing and ballads.
Their list of 226 songs will keep you
wondering what’s next. They love to
perform, with costumes, dancing,
and a touch of comedy. The perfor-
mance is free, so prepare for an
evening of fun. For information,
please call (908) 527-4900.

*  *  *  *  *
For just $5 a ticket, you can treat

yourself and some friends to the
Mystic Theater production of
Awakening Galatia at Kean
University’s Murphy Dunn The-
atre located in Vaughn Eames Hall.
Performances will run through
Sunday, July 28. The comedy in
verse by J.D. Newman is a modern
version of Pygmalion, with a sculp-
tor as the main character. This guy
actually falls in love with his cre-
ation of Galatia, the perfect
woman, and it takes the interven-
tion of Venus and the Seven Muses
to set things right. For information
on performance times, please call
(973) 748-2161.

*  *  *  *  *
E. K. Deutsch’s Keeping Mum

is also at Kean University through
July 21, at the Little Theatre in the
University Center Building. This
fast-paced farce by the PIM Rep-
ertory Group is about a woman
who sees the demise of both her
beloved dog and her despised
boarder on the same day, and is set
in England in the 1970s. If you
were born before that, you are
probably the right age to enjoy the
play. The main number for the
school is (908) 527-2000. Ask to
be connected with the theatre for
information on times and prices.

*  *  *  *  *
Tea is Served each Wednesday

through mid-December. Treat your-
self to a formal afternoon tea at
Liberty Hall Museum. Indulge
yourself in tea sandwiches and past-
ries in a glass-enclosed porch over-
looking the gardens. It’s all so 1930’s
society-like. You will also hear sto-
ries of the Kean estate. Call for
reservations – (908) 527-0400. It’s
$22 or $20 if you are a member.

Local and Creatively Inclined?
Call (908) 232-4407 and
Ash for the A&E Editor,

Michelle Le Poidevin

with several more potential sales in the
works.

The Palmer Gallery is located on the
second floor of the New Jersey Center
for Visual Arts, 68 Elm Street in Summit.
Admission is free. Gallery Hours are
from noon to 4 p.m., from Monday to
Friday, 7 to 9 p.m. on Thursday evenings
and 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

For more information, please call
the NJCVA at (908) 273-9121.
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to look fashionable during every sea-
son.

Last but not least, head to a flea
market or a garage sale; you’ll be
surprised at the inexpensive folk-
loric treasures you may discover.

���� ����	� �
�Atlantic Palace
on the Boardwalk in Atlantic City, N.J.

Inquiries: ac@goleader.com


