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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chevachie – An expedition with

calvary
2. Parrhesia – Boldness or freedom of

speech
3. Pascuous – Found or growing in

pastures
4. Abligurition – Extravagance in the

preparation and serving of food

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCHEELITE
1. A catfish native to the River Nile
2. A diagrammatic representation of

something; a summary; a scheme; an
outline

3. A radical sect of Moslem
4. Calcium tungstate

ANATINE
1. In zoology, having no joints
2. A pineapple
3. Soda; native sodium carbonate
4. Resembling a duck

SPRUIT
1. Gay; lighthearted
2. A small stream or creek that is often

dry
3. A small human forest denizen; an

elf
4. A roof prop used in a coal mine

TITAR
1. Trembling; shaking
2. The gray partridge
3. Enormous; huge
4. A type of ocher or red clay used in

marking sheep
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

SP-F High School Project Graduation
Thanks Community For Support

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School PTA hosted Project Gradua-
tion 2002, a fantastic fun-filled all
night celebration for all graduating
seniors on Wednesday, June 19. The
PTA sponsors this event annually to
provide a final social event for the
entire senior class-before they head
off to college, trade school or work-in
a safe, alcohol and drug free environ-
ment on what is statistically the most
dangerous night of the year for high
school students.

The event is run with lots of volunteer
support and is financed through dona-
tions from parents and guardians, the
district PTA’s, the SPF Board of Educa-
tion, the SPF Municipal Alliance, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, local businesses and civic
groups.

The Project Graduation Committee
2002 thanks all community members
who generously supported this worth-

while event. This year’s senior class
enjoyed an all night event at the
Mendham Health & Racquet Club.
The graduates swam, played basket-
ball, racquetball and tennis, made
photo memorabilia and music videos.
A DJ entertained the entire time and a
hypnotist provided an hour long show.
All through the night the seniors were
well fed with the food provided by
parents and local merchants. Thank
you to all the parents and community
members who chaperoned and worked
the event. This event could not be
possible without everyone’s generos-
ity and support.

On behalf of the Project Graduation
Committee and the entire senior class of
2002, I thank you for your tremendous
support.

Caren Goldberg
SPFHS PTA Project

Graduation 2002
Scotch Plains

Westfield Memorial Pool Project
Represents a Job Well Done

It’s not often that a public project gets done “on
time and on budget.” But this happened with the
Westfield Memorial Pool project this year. It ranks
up there with other successful projects in the area
over the last year or so. Some of these projects
include the recently-completed Mindowaskin Park
overlook in Westfield and the rebuilding of the
Hetfield Bridge in Scotch Plains last year.

We asked Harry Tappin, partner of Metcon Con-
struction of Rockaway, “What makes a successful
project?” He commented, “There was great team-
work on the Westfield Memorial Pool project; when-
ever an issue came up, Bruce Kaufmann and Keith
Hertell of the Recreation Department jumped right
on it and resolved the issues. They did a great job.”

We also believe that Metcon made a good manage-
ment decision in choosing Phillip Ucciferri of
Westfield to serve as Project Manager, because he
had a personal and professional interest in the project’s
success.

“That’s right  and having a mild winter helped too,”
beamed Mr. Tappin.

In our view, the conclusion of the project looked
good because of other factors, too. There was good
planning  candid recognition of the costs and realistic
scheduling — at the beginning. We applaud the
tenacity and forthrightness of Keith Hertell, Director
of the Westfield Recreation Commission. He had a
vision. He doesn’t give up when focused on a goal.
He can be a little stubborn at times and he knows how

to pontificate when he needs to. But, “you’ve got to
give the devil his due.” He wrestled the job to
completion – well done.

The Memorial Pool project reached the final plan-
ning phase back in November 2001, when they made
public the details. “This (project) is very, very big,”
said Mr. Hertell. “It will look fabulous when it is
done.” The council had approved bonding of $1.1
million in August (2001) that was based on initial
figures for the project from the town’s previous
consultant, Kinsey Associates. The project cost esti-
mate rose substantially on analysis by the subsequent
engineering design firm, Schoor DePalma. The coun-
cil “bit the bullet” and properly funded it.

The $1.7 million project includes a new diving
tank and pool, an eight-lane competition pool and
two new slides and accompanying pool. The opening
of these facilities was achieved this July, as planned,
with little impact on the opening schedule of the 50-
meter pool and kiddie pool.

The Westfield Memorial Pool is a 31-year-old
town utility with a membership of 9,000 persons. It
is obviously of great importance to the people.

When Westfield considers undertaking other pub-
lic projects in the future, perhaps such as parking
decks, we urge that the needs assessment, financials,
public backing and implementation plans be consid-
ered using the positive lessons learned from the
candid and professional approach employed with the
pool project.

New Open Public Records Act Gets Off
To a Good Start; That Is — In Most Cases

Monday, July 8, was the first day of the new Open
Public Records Act. The Town of Westfield, the
Westfield Board of Education and the Westfield
Police Department had their systems in place. They
were wonderfully receiving of the new law. All of the
information we needed and requested was forthcom-
ing in a timely fashion. We were not surprised,
because this relationship of cooperation has tradi-
tionally existed between our organizations for de-
cades.

There’s seldom been a need for the new law in
these cases. We similarly enjoy good relationships of
information transfer with Fanwood, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside and Union County.

The Downtown Westfield Corporation, a Special
Improvement District, a branch of the municipal
government, was not prepared when we requested a
copy of its budget and a list of employees and
salaries. They seemed surprised that the new law
applied to them. We were told that it would be
necessary to consult with their board of directors.
After we submitted our request in writing, twice,
they righted themselves the next day.

We requested consumer complaint information

from the Consumer Affairs Department of the State
of New Jersey, as we have done in the past. But this
time, we were told to go to their website for the
information. We did. The website required providing
a credit card number to pay for charges for the
information. Very clever  these bureaucrats are, “ahead
of the curve.”

We understand why there will be many different
responses to the new law. Public bodies must over-
come their surprise or resistance and organize them-
selves to comply with the law. Hopefully, they will
not organize to find loopholes to bypass it. Progress
comes slowly sometimes. There are bound to be
bumps and setbacks along the way. We are all still
learning about the new law and how to apply it for
you.

This law puts a burden on publishing organizations
such as us, too. We must be responsible and sensible
when requesting information. If not, our credibility
and service to you drops. Then, our profession de-
serves the labels we are sometimes given  gadflies or
“paparazzi.”

We believe that hearing from you is the best way to
keep us straight. We solicit your input.

Is Liberty and Justice In Awe?
Congress, politicians, lawyers, judges, corporate

executives, the Beltway, Wall Street and accountants
— they have their hands full, and many believe their
pockets full, too  as a result of what is perceived by
many to be massive fraud; recently uncovered, al-
though it has been occurring for several years with
the likes of Global Crossing, Enron and WorldCom.
We don’t think it’s good enough just to pass a few
laws for the future and say, “never do it again.”

Our leaders are struggling and anxiously looking

at the polls to see if the public outrage is subsiding.
We don’t think the public is going to forget. They
want to see the criminals go to jail, plus all monies
confiscated and returned to the injured parties as best
as possible. But who are the criminals? Do Washing-
ton and Wall Street need to draw straws? It’s a zoo
filled with both pachyderms and donkeys.

If nothing happens, will the Pledge of Allegiance
be rewritten to say, “One nation, divisible, with
liberty and justice in awe?”

More Letters to the Editor

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
In Person - 50 Elm St., Westfield
1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains

Submittal Formats
Email Photos & articles
Email Ads as pdf files
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Reader Responds To Published Letter
Regarding SP Drinking Ordinance

Let Westfield Residents
Vote on Parking Decks
This letter is regarding the article

published in The Westfield Leader titled,
“Candidate Caruana Speaks out on Park-
ing Deck,” published in the 6/27 issue.

This is your typical politician Bologna.
What’s that acronym again, “Not In My
Back Yard” (NIMBY). Let’s stop with all
the nonsense. The people of Westfield do
not want any decks. Commuters want a
deck, businessmen want a deck (because
they think commuters will shop in their
stores), wrong, commuters want to go
home after work.

Why can’t voters in Westfield vote on
whether or not a deck(s) should be built
in Westfield instead of seven men mak-
ing that decision (who may be acting in
their best interest instead of the taxpayer’s
best interest). The referendum is not
where we should build a deck(s), but do
the people of Westfield want to pay to
have a deck(s) built in town? Put the
?!#% thing to a vote. Why is the town
council so afraid of voting on this issue?

John R. Mancini
Westfield

This letter is directed at the letter written by Mr. Sicola in
the June 27 issue regarding Teenage Drinking.

*  *  *  *  *
What were you thinking when you

wrote your letter? Do you realize that
you blatantly accuse those of us who
spoke out in opposition to the proposed
ordinance of encouraging underage
drinking? It was irresponsible and naive
of you! Every individual who spoke in
opposition to this ordinance made the
point that they were clearly not in sup-
port of underage drinking and many
made good suggestions for additional
measures to increase public awareness
and education of our children.

How dare you “assume” that we are
the same people who were home while
underage drinking parties were taking
place right under our noses? How dare
you pass judgment on those of us who
spoke out as to our parenting skills?
What information do you have that I, for

one, “defend or cover up or encourage
my teenagers to involve themselves in
such behavior”? You don’t even know
my children or I, and I assume that you
have very little knowledge of the other
people who spoke out either. Who gave
you the right to stand in judgment of us
when we were concerned about our whole
community?

The Mayor and Council are to be
commended for giving us, the residents
of Scotch Plains, a unique opportunity to
speak freely on a very highly charged
issue. The forum maintained a respect-
ful tone until your letter was published.
I guess something as simple as having a
different opinion from you was reason
enough for you to unleash this assault on
all our characters.

Mr. Sicola, You owe us all an apol-
ogy!

Geraldine Keogh
Scotch Plains

Reader Responds To Officials’
Views On Pledge Controversy

Officials’ Opinions On Pledge
Decision Challenged By Resident

The Times of July 4, 2002 ran a selec-
tion of quotations from our public offi-
cials regarding the recent Pledge of Al-
legiance “under God” decision. The quo-
tations are examples of how politicians
nowadays would rather bow to public
opinion than speak with the wisdom of
those responsible for our remarkable
Constitution.

The simple distinction that the fram-
ers understood is this: …religious be-
liefs and practices will influence legisla-
tors, but the government must not legis-
late religious beliefs and practices.

The Constitution steers clear of reli-
gion. The Preamble does not mention
God. It states the purpose of the docu-
ment, and therefore of the government,
is to serve, in effect, “The People of the
United States,” not God. There is no
mention of God in the prescribed Presi-
dential Oath, which allows the oath-
taker to either “swear” or “affirm” be-
fore taking office, leaving God out en-
tirely if he or she should wish. In fact, the
only reference to God is in the date - “the
Year of our Lord,” etc.

The First Amendment is specific in its
prohibitions. It grants citizens freedom
from governmental interference in ex-
pressing their beliefs, but it also says
that “Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion,”
i.e. no law promoting religion. In 1954,
by adding the words “under God,” Con-
gress made a law which clearly injected
religion into the Pledge. From that time,
the legally sanctioned version of the
Pledge has presupposed a belief in God
and a belief that our nation is under God.
This clearly establishes religion as the
correct practice of a good citizen.

I am an atheist/humanist, but I am also
a good citizen. I support candidates and

causes, which I think further the public
good. My moral principles are not di-
vinely endowed; they are derived from
human experience. But make no mis-
take; they have just as strong an effect on
my conscience and on my political con-
victions.

Kings once proclaimed their sover-
eignty under the mantle of Divine Right.
Millions of our ancestors came here to
avoid government intervention in reli-
gion. To this day, theocracies challenge
our freedoms. Now, more than ever, we
should be as aware as the founders were
of the dangers of officially entangling
religion with government. The ruling of
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals up-
holds the clear wisdom of the Constitu-
tion.

Barry Klassel
Scotch Plains

I was saddened (but not surprised)
to read the hyperbole from our elected
officials regarding the Pledge of Alle-
giance. With the continuing threat of
terrorism, the market in what appears
to be near-free fall, a new company
each week restating its earnings and
the unemployment rate rising, don’t
they have really important things to
worry about; they also need to study
their history.

Francis Bellamy wrote the Pledge in
1892. The original text contained nei-
ther the words “United States of
America” (added in 1924) nor “under
God” (added during Red-baiting in
1954). Bellamy’s granddaughter stated

that Bellamy “would have objected
strongly to this change, as it change
the fundamental meaning.” Bellamy
wanted to show that after the Civil
War, our nation could not be divided.
Arthur Schlesinger Jr. wrote in the
New York Times that in 1943, the Su-
preme Court found that mandatory
pledges of allegiance were unconstitu-
tional. At the time, the American people
“applauded the decision as a pretty
good statement of what we were fight-
ing for.” The elected officials who say
things like “I think we ought to...send
all the people who agree with them to
Afghanistan” miss the point and need
a basic refresher course on the mean-
ing and importance of American de-
mocracy.

Victor Sloan MD
Scotch Plains

Pledge Of Allegiance Is About
Patriotism, Not Religion

I am ashamed—but hardly surprised—
that every politician you polled denounced
the court decision about the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Our country got along fine without such
a Pledge for more than a century. For bout
75 years after that, we all recited a Pledge
that did not refer to God.

Has the addition of those words, back in
the 1950s, contributed in any way to pa-
triotism? Or even to morality? No, the only
things the words “under God” accomplish

is to assuage the religious while making
the irreligious feel uncomfortable.

Remember Jesus’ injunction to “render
unto Caesar what is Caesar’s”? The fact is
that patriotism and religion are completely
separate. It is possible to be a fully patriotic
atheist — and a church-going traitor.

Remember, too, that the perpetrators of
9/11 were intensely religious – just totally
immoral.

Ivan Berger
Fanwood

Reader Suggests Nominal Deposit
For Commuter Parking Waiting List
I would like to blow a big hole into the

parking requirement studies, that have
been paid for with our property taxes,
that find there is a 400 to 900 space
deficiency, depending on which com-
mittee/developer’s study is presented.

On the Commuter aspect, Lot 3 has no
less then 50 spaces open on all days.
Additional parking that is a short walk
away is also mostly unused.

The “waiting list” for commuter
parking is a joke. Anyone can get on
that list just by signing up. I implore
Charlie Weidman to produce a system
that requires applicants to place a nomi-
nal deposit ($50 to $100 in an escrow
account) in order to be on the waiting
list.

Of course if this is done, all the num-
bers will change, and us taxpayers will
pay for that study also. But, it’s less than
we will eventually pay for these devel-

opments, in public services.
Chuck Holata

Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Corporal David Schnitzer Completes
Deployment With U.S. Marines

SCOTCH PLAINS – United States
Marine Corps Corporal David M.
Schnitzer, the son of Marjorie I. Schnitzer
of Scotch Plains, recently completed a
six-month deployment to the Western
Pacific and Arabian Gulf in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom while as-
signed to the 13th Marine Expedition-
ary Unit, home based at Camp
Pendleton, Calif.

Corporal Schnitzer was among more
than 10,000 Pacific Fleet Sailors and
Marines aboard the ships of the USS

John C. Stennis Carrier Battle Group
and USS Bonhomme Richard Am-
phibious Ready Group who partici-
pated in Operation Enduring Free-
dom.

Marines from Corporal Schnitzer’s
unit conducted offensive raids against
Taliban and Al-Qaeda forces in Afghani-
stan.

Corporal Schnitzer is a 1998 gradu-
ate of Nutley High School in Nutley. He
joined the Marine Corps in August of
1998.


