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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

A MAGICAL PLACE…After spending January directing, producing, rehearsing,
singing, dancing, painting, sewing, and hammering, the parents and teachers at
Washington Elementary School in Westfield are ready to unveil their 54th annual
musical production, How We Totter. Performances will be held at Roosevelt
Intermediate School on Friday, February 1, at 8 p.m. and Saturday, February 2, at
2 and 8 p.m. Tickets are on a reserved seating basis, and are $6 for the afternoon show
and $8 for the evening shows. Tickets may be purchased at the Virtual Box Office
(908) 789-9373 or Burgdorff ERA Realtors, 600 North Avenue, Westfield. Pictured,
above, second graders Julia Fisher, left, and Katie Morris pose with the playbill.
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WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Bach Festival will begin its second
season during the last weekend of Feb-
ruary with an evening entitled Coffee-
house Cantatas on Friday, February
22, at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

This program will feature semi-
staged English productions of the Cof-
fee Cantata and the Peas-
ant Cantata, presented in
a coffeehouse setting.

Following the practice
of Zimmermann’s
Kaffeehaus in Leipzig
where the Coffee Cantata
was first presented, cof-
fee and pastries will be
available at the beginning
of the program and be-
tween the two cantatas.

These cantatas, each
with only two or three sing-
ers, will feature singers
well-known to Westfield. Soprano Laura
Heimes, who was such a success last
year with her performance of the solo
soprano cantata Jauchzet Gott in allen
Landen, will be the vocal partner for both
cantatas of award-winning baritone Elem
Eley, who has sung with numerous groups
in various Westfield venues.

Tenor Timothy Fallon completes the
cast of the Coffee Cantata, and the
chamber ensemble of two violins, viola,
cello, bass, flute, and horn, will be
conducted from the harpsichord by
Edward Brewer.

The Coffee Cantata tells the saga of
a father who is upset with his daughter
because she has become addicted to
that newfangled poison — coffee. A
most modern maid, she insists that she
cannot function without her three daily
cups of the brew and a humorous mu-
sical wrangle ensues.

In the Peasant Cantata, two citizens
voice their opinion of the new lord of the
manor, complete with digs at him, the
nobility, and of course, the tax collector.

Due to limited seating for this pro-
gram, advance ticket purchases are en-
couraged. Other events in the Westfield
Bach Festival include a symposium en-
titled “Signs, Symbols & Pictures” at
11 a.m. and an organ marathon at 2
p.m. on Saturday, February 23, both at
the First Congregational Church, and
the Westfield Bach Festival Gala Con-
cert with chorus, soloists, and orches-
tra, on Sunday, February 24, at 7:30
p.m. at the Catholic Church of the Holy
Trinity.

Tickets for the Coffeehouse Canta-
tas and the organ marathon will be $20
(general admission), $15 (senior citi-
zens), and $10 (student) and for the
Westfield Bach Festival Gala Concert
will be $30 (general admission), $25
(senior), and $15 (student). Tickets for
the entire series are $55 (general ad-
mission), $40 (senior), and $25 (stu-
dent).

The symposium on Saturday morn-
ing is free of charge and the pre-con-
cert lecture before the gala concert
(6:30 p.m. on Sunday) is free for those
purchasing gala concert tickets.

Series and individual concert tickets
will be available after February 1 at the
participating churches: the First Con-
gregational Church, the First United
Methodist Church, St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, the Catholic Church of the
Holy Trinity, and the Presbyterian
Church.

In addition, series tickets may be
purchased at Betty Gallagher Antiques,

The Classic Basket, Lancaster, Ltd.,
and Periwinkle’s.

The Westfield Bach Festival is made
possible in part by a generous grant
from the Westfield Foundation. For
more information, please visit
www.westfieldnj.com/bach.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – On Satur-
day, February 2, from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m., The Woman’s Guild of St. John’s
Baptist Church in Scotch Plains will
begin Black History Month with
“Market Place 2002.”

A variety of vendors will sell greet-
ing cards, clothing and accessories,
pictures, dolls, chocolate, dinners and
other items.

The church is located at 2387 Morse
Avenue. For more information, please
call (908) 232-6972.
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By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

2002 began with a strong start in the
reissue department when
Capitol/Chrysalis released
24-bit re-mastered versions
of the first three Jethro Tull
albums, “This Was,” fea-
turing “A Song For Jeffrey,”
“Benefit,” featuring “To Cry
You A Song” and “Stand
Up,” featuring “A New Day
Yesterday” and the instru-
mental “Bouree.”

All three albums come
complete with bonus tracks
as well. Also, be sure to
check out “Ten Years After-
Live at the Fillmore East.”

Elektra Records just released “The
Cure Greatest Hits,” featur-
ing all of the hits like “Boys
Don’t Cry” “Close To Me”
and “Lovesong.”

New from Rhino Records
come three completely dif-
ferent, yet totally cool re-
leases, including Tom Waits
Used Songs, featuring some
of his well-known tunes
such as “Jersey Girl,” (Yes,
he wrote it, not Bruce
Springsteen!) “Ol’ ‘55”
(covered by The Eagles) and
“I Never Talk To Strangers” (a duet with
Bette Midler.)

For The Who fans, Rhino released
“The Oceanic Concerts,” an acoustic
concert featuring Pete Townshend and
classical artist Raphael Rudd. Taken di-
rectly from the soundboard recordings,
this offers interesting concertures, such
favorites as “Drowned,” with more ob-
scure chestnuts like “Tatoo” and “The
Seeker.”

Finally, Rhino brings us a great collec-

tion from J. Mascis, who goes by the
name of Dinosaur Jr. “The Best Of” is a
great starting point for those unaware of

this great grunge gui-
tarist, who inciden-
tally writes good pop
tunes.

On the alternative
country front, be sure
to check out the
moody, yet dig-able
“Latitude by Central
Falls.” Featuring
haunting vocals and
gothic instrumenta-
tion, this is just one
of the great new
bands on the

Truckstop Label out of Chicago.
Finally, a local

record label has some
great live recording
worth checking out.
NMC out of
Kenilworth brings us
Jack Bruce’s “Doing
This … On Ice.” Re-
corded live in Denver
in 1980, The Cream
bassist had a cranking
back-up band, featur-
ing David Sancious on
keyboards and Billy
Cobham on drums.

Songs performed included “White
Room” “Sunshine of your Love” and my
personal favorite song of all time, “Theme
from An Imaginary Western.” The sound
quality sparkles.

NMC also brings us a great Roxy
Music show, also from Denver in 1979.
Taken from a crisp soundboard record-
ing this show features classic tunes such
as, “Love is the Drug,” “Do the Strand,”
as well as “Ladytron” and “In Every
Dream A Heartache.”
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WESTFIELD — Opera singers will

take center stage at The 2002 Vocal Excel-
lence Awards Concert on Saturday, Febru-
ary 9, at 8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.

After a competitive preliminary audi-
tion, the Professional and Young Artist
Finalists selected will sing for top honors
in the final round of the competition before
a church filled with opera fans, classical
music lovers, family, and friends.

The concert and competition, sponsored
by The Little Opera Company of New Jersey,
will consist of performances by The Little
Opera Company Chorus, and the finalists,
singing favorite operatic arias, and songs.

Judges for the evening include promi-
nent local artists David Wroe, Music Di-
rector and Conductor of The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra, Hye-Young Choi,
Scotch Plains resident, opera singer and
former star of Broadway’s The King and I,
and Emily Golden, mezzo soprano, and
Westfield resident who performs with The

Metropolitan Opera, Covent Garden, and
Opera National de Paris.

Audience members will also be called
upon to cast their vote at the end of the
evening for their favorite performance, and
the winner will be given the Audience
Choice Award.

The concert will benefit The Little Op-
era Company Scholarship Fund, which
provides college scholarships for graduat-
ing seniors going on to study music.

Future engagements for The Little Op-
era Company of New Jersey include a
lecture with professional performers from
the cast of I Pagliacci and Cavalleria
Rusticana at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary on Saturday, March 9, and a perfor-
mance of the double bill I Pagliacci and
Cavalleria Rusticana at Westfield High
School on Saturday, April 20.

A $15 donation is requested for the
February competition and concert. For
more information, and tickets please call
(800) 831-6215.

and bacon, with a dried cherry sauce,
($19). Tossed with baby shrimp, arti-
choke hearts and tri-colore greens, a
farfalle pasta is enhanced with a roasted
garlic sauce, ($15).

Desserts themselves are a specialty. A
chocolate mousse arrives with a pista-
chio creme Anglaise in a chocolate fire-
cracker, ($8), while signature lavender
ice cream ($6) and a classic cappuccino
creme brulee is delectably flavored with
coffee, ($6).

Treat yourself to not only the freshly,
prepared food, but the whole new look
Jeffrey’s of Westfield has to offer.
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CRANFORD DRAMATIC CLUB
PRESENTS

Broadway’s hit comedy

I Hate Hamlet
“What is this - a test ?  No sex?

Shakespeare?  It’s like high school!”

Written by Paul Rudnick
Directed by Maurice J. Moran, Jr. of Rahway, with
Assistant Directior Peggy E. Seymour of Cranford

Performances:
Fridays, February 8, 15 & 22 at 8 p.m.

Saturdays, February 9, 16 & 23 at 8 p.m.

Tickets  $ 15.

Reserve Now:
908 - 276 - 7611

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688

All Instruments, Voice
and Ensembles
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it, why is the Statue of Liberty a
turquoise-green color? She started
out being constructed of hammered
copper sheets. Does that mean that
she is excluding the rights of blacks
because she isn’t black, Smurfs be-
cause she isn’t blue, Caucasians be-
cause she is not pure white, or Barney,
every toddler’s favorite dinosaur,
because she is not purple?

The men at Ground Zero who
raised that flag – a symbol of hope
and freedom – were of the Caucasian
race. I am proud of the members of
the FDNY who stood up to the spine-
less jellyfish who were too afraid to
let a statue truly reflect a historical
event, but opted to kowtow to an
overly-sensitive bunch of bullies.

Next time I visit the Rodin Mu-
seum in Philadelphia, maybe I’ll bring
a can of spray paint with me and give
“The Thinker” a good strong coat of
red, white and green. After all, I’m so
offended, as an Italian, that he doesn’t
reflect my nationality!

In the end, America has spent ap-
proximately $180,000 to construct a
statue of these firefighters that will
never be used to memorialize the
actual event – scrapping it, instead,
because being “politically correct”
is more important than being human.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

In the Bedroom: Where
Real Life Nightmares Reside

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 ½ popcorns

Each film is unconsciously and innately
connected to a slew of words that eagerly
beckons to describe it. It’s like a movie
review just waiting to be written, not un-
like what Rodin said about sculpture. He
assured that the images he carved already
resided within the stone, and that all he did
was chip away the excess.

With cinema, these staples of the film
critic’s vocabulary flit in and out of your
mind as you watch. In the case of In The
Bedroom, a disturbing domestic drama
featuring great performances by Sissy
Spacek, Tom Wilkinson and Marisa
Tomei, the preeminent term that comes to
mind is wrenching.

Fast on its descriptive heels are heart-
rending, thoughtful, searing, violent and
alarming. But though in combination they
describe what is essentially an estimable
piece of art, it’s doubtful even “The
Thinker” could handle seeing director
Todd Field’s contemporary tragedy more
than once a decade.

This is tough stuff. And being uncom-
promisingly realistic, its purposely uncer-
tain conclusions are hardly intellectually
consoling enough to mitigate the psycho-
logical devastation preceding them.

Optimally, you see In The Bedroom, note
the artistic achievement, discuss with kin-
dred souls what it all might mean (preferably
over some comforting cuisine), and then just
hope you’re better for the experience.

Probably the most frightening thing af-
firmed by Robert Festinger’s screenplay is
how utterly uncivilized even the most cul-
tured among us can act. Being painfully
reminded that we aren’t quite as safe in our
society as we would like to think, that real
life means having no net to catch us, can put
you on edge. It’s precisely this scathing
edge that In The Bedroom mercilessly rides
on the way to telling its woeful tale.

Though it begins quite casually and
seemingly without any special poignancy
at a backyard barbecue tossed by Dr. and
Mrs. Matt Fowler, you may not at first
notice director Field’s economy of expo-
sition. Hence you won’t catch In The
Bedroom’s New Englanders (small-town
Maine, to be exact) engaging in small talk.
And when you think you have, you’re
wrong. Listen carefully.

They’re always saying something, ei-
ther about their feelings or as a presenti-
ment of what is to betide them. And though
Mr. Field spares us the washing ashore of
dead albatrosses and other such obvious
portents, what we’re supposed to get out
of the social gathering is that the Fowlers’
only offspring, Frank (Nick Stahl), is keep-
ing company with Natalie Strout (Marisa
Tomei), an older woman. Uh, that’s a
separated and not yet divorced older

woman with two small children, to be
more specific. Which has Mrs. Fowler,
magnificently portrayed by Sissy Spacek,
more worried than most.

You see, Frank is scheduled to begin
college in the fall. And Mom fears that the
smitten lad, previously obsessed with ar-
chitecture, may stay behind to play house
instead of designing them.

While the affable yet confused young
man unconvincingly confides that it’s just
a summer thing, Dad’s angst is later aroused
when the honor student does offhandedly
talk about skipping academia and becom-
ing a lobsterman, like his granddad was;
maybe the call of the sea skips a genera-
tion, he opines.

Oh, and one more thing you ought to
know. Natalie’s husband (William
Mapother) is a jealous ne’er-do-well. Thus,
as Shakespeare was once heard proclaim-
ing, the stage is set.

Things do not bode well in Maine. But
it would be a misprision on the critic’s part
to tell much more. So suffice it to note that
the reference to Shakespeare is not mere
chance.

For while In The Bedroom doesn’t quite
meet the classical Greek definition of trag-
edy, odds are that if the Bard came across
this tale, he’d more or less recognize some
of his less happier contemplations. You
know: a dash of MacBeth, a smidgen of
Hamlet. Just enough to make things really
sad and miserable. Which was probably a
lot more fun in Shakespeare’s time, when
bad things happened more readily, and
simply knowing that what has scourged
the actors has not befallen you was in and
of itself an entertaining relief.

However, in today’s more sanitized so-
cial climate, that’s a given. Our tragedies
have become sublimated to our greater
goal of becoming one with the big yellow
smiley face. Women of leisure no longer
have the vapors. Melancholia as a sign of
breeding is out. If we find our surround-
ings unhappy, then chances are we are
crazy, depressed, low on some very ex-
pensive pharmaceutical, or, at the very
best, a stick in the mud.

Thus when a film astutely, artistically
and infallibly reminds us that unspeakable
danger lurks in the simplest elements
around us, it is a harsh awakening.

But is it entertaining? Does such dire
tutelage necessarily fit the definition of
entertainment? That, and whether or not
the star-crossed characters of In The Bed-
room might have avoided their anguish,
are speculations better left to that compul-
sory après film dinner.

*  *  *  *  *
In The Bedroom, rated R, is a Miramax

Films release directed by Todd Field and
stars Sissy Spacek, Tom Wilkinson and
Marisa Tomei. Running time: 130 minutes.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

How We Totter will be presented on
Friday, February 1, at 8 p.m., and
repeated on Saturday, February 2, at 2
and 8 p.m. at the Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School in Westfield. It’s the 54th
Annual Washington Elementary
School Show, written, produced, di-
rected and performed by parents and
teaching staff. The production is loosely
based on the popular “Harry Potter”
series and is appropriate for all audi-
ences. Tickets for this fundraiser are
just $8 for the evening performances,
and $6 for the afternoon show. To
order, call the Ticket Hotline at (908)
789-9373 and please listen carefully
to the ticket ordering instructions.

*  *  *  *  *
The over 50-something crowd will

enjoy this nostalgic performance. The
Union County Arts Center in Rahway
will present Doo Wop Nights 1 on
Friday, February 1, at 8 p.m. Headlin-
ers include Shirley Alston Reeve, the
original lead singer of the Shirelles,
Walt Maddox’s Marcells, and Dia-
mond Dave Somerville, the original
lead voice of The Diamonds. Ticket
prices range from $20-$28. There
will be a follow-up performance, Doo
Wop Nights 2, coming in March.
Look for another good line-up.

*  *  *  *  *
If you are looking for something

different to do on a Thursday night,
Montclair State University is offer-
ing Thursday Telescope Nights in
conjunction with the North Jersey
Astronomical Group. Explore the
wonders of the night sky with sev-
eral large telescopes that will be set
up on the south side of Richardson
Hall. It’s free, and educational, and it
starts at 8 p.m. This is suitable for
adults and older kids. The Univer-
sity is located on Valley Road in
Upper Montclair.

*  *  *  *  *
Friday, February 1, at 7 p.m., the

Rutgers Film Co-op, in conjunction
with the New Jersey Media Arts Cen-
ter, will present Ghost World, pro-
duced by John Malkovich. Although
the film is based on the eponymous
comic book, preceded by Eight Ball, it
is not animated. It will be shown at
Scott Hall on College Avenue, and it’s
only $5. Call (732) 932-8482 for infor-
mation. The film’s official website,
which is a fun place for a virtual visit,
is www.ghostworld-themovie.com.
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haps The Oscars will remain a bit re-
served this year, and that may be a good
thing. For fun and levity, maybe we
should tune into The Screen Actor’s Guild
(SAG) Awards, which are always a de-
light, and recipients of a SAG award are
continually overjoyed as they have been
nominated and voted for by their peers.

In closing, award shows are usually
fun, as long as they don’t take themselves
too seriously. As an actor friend of mine
once said to me, “Yes, we have an impor-
tant job to do. But it ain’t brain surgery.”

High School in 1967 before accepting a
gymnastics scholarship to the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts in Amherst,
where he studied philosophy and
drama.

After only two years at the univer-
sity, Gere decided to close the text-
books and pursue the acting bug. A
wise decision, he almost immediately
landed the lead role in a London pro-
duction of Grease. One of his poorer
decisions came when he opted to de-
cline the lead role in the popular Die
Hard movies, which made Bruce Willis
a household name.

Before becoming recognized as a
full-fledged celebrity in American
Gigolo (1980), Gere played opposite
Diane Keaton in Looking for Mr.
Goodbar (1977). Some of his less memo-
rable roles included a homosexual
Holocaust victim in Broadway’s Bent
(no relation to Rent), Breathless, Inter-
nal Affairs, King David and Miles from
Home.

Being the object of many female
fantasies has resulted in the public’s
insatiable curiosity about his love life.
Gere wed model Cindy Crawford in
1991 – a near Xerox copy of his co-star
Roberts – and divorced her in 1995.
Shortly thereafter, he became linked
with actress Carey Lowell, whom he
has not married, but shares a son,
Homer James Jigme Gere.

Corner of South Ave. & South Elmer
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Bring the one you love -
Show her you care. . .

Be sure to reserve your table early.

Please enjoy our dinner service.


