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Diction Deception

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Aquilon – The north wind
2. Illecebrous – Alluring
3. Scaramouch – A buffoon in motley

dress
4. Ichneumon – A small weasel-like

animal of India and Africa
REBECK

1. A tall, slender glass container
2. A swift deerlike animal of south-

eastern Africa
3. An old woman; a hag
4. A petty fault of minor offense

QUIRT
1. A riding whip
2. A sharp retort or reply
3. Scottish thatched hut
4. A fifteenth

LANQUESCENT
1. Tilting at a 45 degree angle
2. Flickering, sparkling
3. Somewhat intoxicated
4. Growing tired

CRUENTATE
1. Thick and sticky
2. Smeared with blood
3. Creeping, stealthy
4. Suitable; proper
Answers will appear next week.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Anonymously submitted to The Westfield Leader and The Times
BURNING AT DAWN…The Manhattan skyline is shown smoldering at dawn shortly after the
terrorist attack on September 11, 2001.

Corrective Action Plans to Curtail Unwanted
Communication Spam Requires Support

Chances are that your phone is going to ring at
dinnertime. It will be a telemarketer trying to get
your credit card number, to switch your phone ser-
vice, or to get you to subscribe to a magazine or
newspaper. Some will allude to representing chari-
ties or police organizations.

We say don’t do it – don’t say yes to anything on
the phone and don’t provide any information. Po-
litely and firmly interrupt their canned presentation,
tell them you’re not interested and tell them to
remove you from their list and to never call again. Get
a little satisfaction as you hang up the phone and hear
their fast-paced protest and last ditch desperate pitch
just as your receiver hits the cradle.

After dinner, you find a few quiet moments to
check your e-mail. The list of messages scrolls by.
From looking at the titles, you are able to delete about
half of them without opening them – spam! Some of
them are quite disgusting or clearly deceptive.

Now comes the hard part. You’re uncertain about
some of the remaining messages. They appear to
be credible but you know better, in that several are
just cleverly disguised. But which ones are valid?
It’s a game to avoid getting caught, but you get
through it and decide to check the mail from the
post office.

There are several techniques for doing this. The
simplest is to grab the whole bundle and plop it on the
kitchen counter next to the trashcan. Fluff it around
a little to disperse the items of the mound. Then, slide
most of the mass in a simple motion off the counter
edge, using gravity to direct it to waste. This reduces
the task now to a manageable size. There’s still spam
in there though.

A few valid and important pieces of mail probably
remain, such as the renewal form for a drivers’
license  and bills, of course. Fill out the renewal form

now before you forget – but don’t fill in the spot
where it requests your social security number. The
state sells your identity information to marketers.

It’s time to relax a little now in your lounge chair
in front of the TV. Clicker in hand, you’re able to surf
rapidly enough to find some content. Eventually you
doze off though and wake up later to the subliminal
pitch of an infomercial.

The federal government seems to be trying to do
something about protecting consumers from un-
wanted telemarketing. Commissioner Kathleen
Abernathy of the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) suggests that you get on the “Do Not
Call” list of the Direct Marketing Association and of
the state consumer affairs or public utilities board.
For more information from the FCC, call 1-888-
CALL-FCC (1-888-225-5322); e-mail
kabernat@fcc.gov or go to the internet at
www.fcc.gov/.

On the Internet, the FCC directs New Jersey resi-
dents to www.state.nj.us/bpu/. We were not able to
find any reference to a “Do Not Call” list at the state
online site. The main number to call for New Jersey
information and complaints is (800) 624-0241.

Assemblyman Thomas Kean, Jr. and Senator Jo-
seph Suliga are sponsoring similar bills in the New
Jersey State Assembly and the State Senate to curtail
e-mail spam. These bills seem reasonable, and we
believe they should be enacted.

From inquiries in the past, we don’t believe there
is any way at the moment for you to stop junk mail
from the post office. Nor do we know of any way to
avoid infomercials on cable TV. Both the post office
and local cable TV companies are monopolies and
actively thrive on revenue from junk. However, there
is satellite TV that shows promise. There are books
in the library too.

Success of Afghanistan Campaign
Should Not Make Us Complacent

So, how goes the war? The campaign in Afghani-
stan progressed swiftly and led to a rout of the
Taliban and the establishment of an interim govern-
ment, marking the first time in the history of that
rugged and mountainous land that outsiders had
succeeded in taming the country.

Questions abound, of course, about what the future
holds for Afghanistan  Will the various factions and
warlords be able to work together? Will its neighbors
resist the temptation to meddle? But, the fact is that
U.S.-led military forces eliminated the Taliban gov-
ernment and spelled the end of Afghanistan as a
home base for Islamic extremist terrorists.

Three cheers for the red, white and blue, then. Last
fall, many armchair generals were predicting a long
and costly military campaign. Remember the debate
about bombing during Ramadan? Remember the
chilling warnings about the difficulty of waging war
during the harsh Afghan winter? Instead, the Taliban
fell almost as rapidly as the Iron Curtain did back in
the fall of 1989.

Here at home, reminders of September 11 and its
aftermath remain with us. The periodic FBI terror
alerts remind us. The lengthy security checks at
airports remind us. The hole in the Manhattan sky-
line reminds us. Our family members, friends and
neighbors who didn’t return safely home on Septem-
ber 11 serve as the most painful and constant re-

minder.
While the number of American flags displayed on

cars, in store windows and on the front porches of
homes has certainly dropped recently, we hope this
doesn’t signal a flagging interest in our nation’s
efforts at home and abroad. Afghanistan, so far at
least, has been a success, but it was only the first
round.

In the coming months and years, military cam-
paigns are very likely in Iraq and, possibly, elsewhere
in the Middle East, the Philippines, Indonesia and
Somalia, among other places. Some of these efforts
will be a lot tougher and involve more casualties,
time and patience on our part. We wonder what the
nation’s attitude would be now if the Afghan cam-
paign had continued at full pace through the winter
and was still raging today. Americans, not known for
their patience and long attention spans, will have to
store up lots of both in the coming years.

Here at home, we also have to be prepared for the
possibility of another attack. Terrorist cells are still
alive and well, here and overseas, and it would be
foolish to think they have decided to retire from the
business. Complaints have been heard about the
long waits at the airports. Reports have aired about
already-lagging security at the crossings between
New Jersey and New York City. Some civil libertar-
ians are raising concerns about privacy, racial pro-

filing and the treat-
ment of war pris-
oners in Cuba.

The media have
already begun to
play up errors in
our Afghanistan
effort and seem-
ingly treat them as
the rule instead of
the exception.
Those who are
c o m p l a i n i n g ,
questioning and
protesting have ev-
ery right to do so,
but we hope it
doesn’t take a re-
peat of September
11 to galvanize the
country and refo-
cus ourselves on
the vital matters at
hand.

Platypus Manager
Thanks Patrons

As the manager of Platypus in
Westfield, I am writing to thank our
customers for their patronage over the
past year and a half.

An overwhelming number of custom-
ers have come by in the past few weeks to
tell us how sad they are to see us go, and
we are sad too.

Many customers were our friends, many
were strangers who just felt like friends as
we chatted and helped them with their
purchases. Some furnished entire rooms
with our merchandise, others bought gifts
and occasional items, others mostly came
to browse and gain inspiration. We will
miss serving all of them.

As a Westfield resident, I am writing to
remind your readers not to take stores for
granted. We are in a difficult economy for
the first time in many years.

Every business, whether locally or
nationally owned, must ultimately
make a profit or it will close. Don’t
assume that companies with deep pock-
ets will continue to throw money into
losing locations. Look around you and
make a mental list of the stores you
would miss, and then take your busi-
ness to them. Spend your money in the
stores you want to keep. Let’s main-
tain the vibrant and healthy town we
all enjoy.

Susan Debbie
Westfield

Should Window Dressing Upstage
Discussion of Current Events?
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The economy is in a recession, warn-
ings of more terrorist acts still come
from the FBI, and our Armed Forces are
overseas. Meanwhile in Westfield,
people are up in arms over the window
display at Victoria’s Secret.

Victoria’s Secret was rumored to be
coming into downtown Westfield 10
years ago when the mall stores began
moving in. No one yelled and screamed
as loud as they are now when all the
Mom and Pop stores where being forced
out by high rents. The yelling did not
start when the notices and articles where
in the newspaper while Victoria’s Secret
was opening.

Yet, now, all these months, letters and
articles later, the arguments are getting
heated.

Victoria’s Secret sells lingerie, so of
course they are going to display it in the
windows. We wouldn’t expect KB Toys
to have deli meat in the window any
more than we would expect The Gap to
display toys.

As far as the issue of exposing our
children to sexuality, it is not only the
windows of Victoria’s Secret that should
be concerning people, actually that
should be extremely low on the list.
Depending on what channel you are
watching depends on what kind of com-
mercials you’re seeing. Whether they
are ads for furniture, cars or jeans, they
are using sexual themes; you may even

see an ads for contraceptives.
MTV shows Britney Spears videos

where it appears she is having an orgy
and their “spring break” escapades in
Florida and the Caribbean are based on
nothing but sex. These shows and videos
make Victoria’s Secret look like
grandma’s underwear drawer.

There are plenty of ways around these
things, such as TV’s with V-chips in-
side, but then you’ll notice Johnny’s
spending more time at Mark’s house,
and Mark’s parents don’t sensor the tele-
vision.

The kids are going to be exposed to
sexuality in one way or another until we
live in a society where sex doesn’t sell.

There was once a time when Elvis was
controversial, they would only film him
from the waist up so as not to expose his
sexually provocative movements, it was
deemed shocking when Michael Jackson
touched himself suggestively for the first
time on television, now you can’t find a
boy band that doesn’t make the same
gesture. As times change, so does what we
accept and what we deem controversial.

We showed in last week’s The
Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that the windows of the
Westfield Victoria’s Secret have been
toned down from the other stores.

There are more important issues; both
locally and nationally, that deserve our
attention. All we are doing by continu-
ing the argument is saving Victoria’s
Secret a bundle in advertising expenses.

Letters to the Editor
Jews and Middle Easterners Miss

Opportunity to Share
At 8:45 pm Sunday evening, a group

composed primarily of Jewish retirees
was leaving a small synagogue room in
Temple Emanu-El of Westfield. We had
listened to Professor Lazin of Israel’s
Ben Gurion University for over an hour.
He had discussed the historic signifi-
cance of the first Palestinian intifada,
the current cycles of violence, and four
possible directions that the conflict may
depart towards from here. However, in
the lobby and parking lot, the congregants
and community members were not dis-
cussing the recent overtures made by the
Saudi prince towards Israel, nor the im-
plications of political maneuvering
amongst Israel’s leadership. Instead all
were discussing four men who had left.

Near 8:00 pm, half an hour after the
professor started his presentation, four
young men, unmistakably of Middle
Eastern origins quietly entered and took
four empty seats towards the back of the
room. Professor Lazin continued with
his lecture as heads turned and a brief
murmur rose and then fell. The men
remained quietly seated; and with a no-
ticeable tension in the air, the professor
was again the focus, except for the occa-
sional glance backward.

After approximately ten minutes, a
uniformed police officer entered the room
and indicated that he wished to speak
with the four men outside; they com-
plied with no hesitation and were soon
behind closed doors in the lobby. Through
the doors two officers were visible along
with a few of the congregants. They
spoke in a hushed tone that was barely
audible as a buzz from inside.

A few minutes passed and one
congregant returned from the lobby to
explain that out of a sense of prudence he
had called the police because a few
congregants had indicated that they were
“uncomfortable.” He further conveyed
that the police had asked these men for
identification and were confident that
they did not pose any threat. He then
asked if there was any objection on the
part of those assembled to the men re-
turning. Professor Lazin indicated that
he had at no point objected to the pres-

ence of these men, as the audience unani-
mously agreed they be allowed back in.

For reasons unknown, the four men did
not return for the remainder of the speech
nor for the Q&A that followed. Had they
returned, I imagine they would have had
interesting questions or statements to add
to the discussion that may have chal-
lenged the speaker and the audience. Par-
ticipating in and facilitating dialogue be-
tween Jews and Arabs is one of the most
important roles Americans can play in
any Middle East peace process.

President Bush and the Secretary of
Defense have been urging us to be alert
and vigilant to anything that seems sus-
pect. Four Arab men in a Synagogue are
certainly a little bit out of the ordinary,
but can that be considered suspicious a
priori? The fear that hundreds or thou-
sands of Al Qaeda sleeper cells are still
hiding out in our country doing their
surveillance and plotting evil certainly
has everyone a little on edge.

When these four men walked into the
room, there was a pronounced feeling of
unease everywhere other than at the po-
dium. For whatever reasons, September
the 11th aside, strange young Arab men in
a synagogue seem to frighten older Ameri-
can Jews. However, the absence of these
men and the perspective they could have
shared, cost every one involved a bit of
knowledge and understanding that is des-
perately needed today.

Joshua S. Bernstein
Scotch Plains

Mountainside Resident’s Questions
Go Unanswered by Mayor

Both common sense and responsible
leadership should dictate the monitoring
of a change in the delivery of a critical
service to Mountainside residents. Three
months ago the Borough entered into an
agreement with Atlantic Health Sys-
tems to provide an ambulance and trained
crew to respond to daytime emergency
calls. As of February 19, no report from
Atlantic Health Systems or the
Mountainside Rescue Squad regarding
coverage under the new arrangement
has been forthcoming.

Furthermore, the Mayor questions the
value of sharing such information with
the public. What good would it do any
resident of Mountainside to know the
number of calls for assistance, resident

calls, Route 22 calls, school calls, num-
ber of hours and miles of on-call time,
what arrangements have been made when
a surrounding community requires the
services of the paid rescue squad, and
comparative statistics of the paid and
volunteer rescue squads?

At some point the governing body will
have to renegotiate its contract with At-
lantic Health Systems. Without this kind
of statistical information, one wonders
what kind of bargaining position the Bor-
ough will assume. And all the
Mountainside residents, for whose ben-
efit the new arrangements were made, are
entitled to know how they are working.

Michael Krasner
Mountainside

Cast and Crew at Westfield HS Are
Grateful to its Supporters

The cast and crew of Westfield High
School’s musical production, Children
of Eden, would like to thank everyone
who helped us with our costs this year.

Every year the merchants of Westfield
prove to be big supporters of the arts by
making generous donations of materials
or purchasing ads in the playbill.

We’re happy to say we beat last year’s
total and made over $7,000 in ads from

businesses, friends and family. That money
will be put toward scholarships that are
well deserved by our student actors.

I’m also happy to say that our Christ-
mas tree collection went extremely well.
Thanks to everyone who gave us a nomi-
nal fee to remove his or her tree. With the
hard work of the cast and parents who
didn’t mind Christmas tree needles and
the refreshing odor of dry pine in their
cars, we raised enough money to buy a
fog machine.

We’re already looking forward to next
year and I am happy to say we’ll offer the
same service starting next January.

As a junior and a member of the
musical cast for the past two years, I’d
like to commend the spirit of our town in
their giving at a time when we have
given so much.

Children of Eden is a story of hope,
peace and promise of a new beginning.
We hope to see you at the show. Thank
you again for your support.

Christine Pirot,
The Cast and Crew of Children of

Eden,
Westfield High School

More Letters
on Page 5




