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Visit our website for additional information!

CONTACT Allows Couple
To Help Neighbors in Need

SCOTCH PLAINS — Gene and
Joanne Bloomwell are an ordinary
couple with an extraordinary mis-
sion. Married 42 years, the Middlesex
County residents are both volunteers
for CONTACT We Care, a 24-hour
crisis intervention telephone help
line.

The Bloomwells share a passion
for life, and a passion for serving
humanity. They are committed to
giving back to the community, and
express this by bringing hope, com-
fort, and dignity to people struggling
with difficult circumstances.

Mrs. Bloomwell is a retired bank
executive who, with her husband,
relocated to New Jersey in 1969 from
Virginia. After a guest speaker from
CONTACT made a presentation at
their church, she immediately regis-
tered for the training program and
became an active volunteer.

“The training is the best,” she said.
“It is intense, practical and prepares
you well to deal with all kinds of life
situations.”

In addition to spending time on the
hotline, Mrs. Bloomwell served as
training director for five years. “I
find the rewards to be intangible,”
she remarked. “The experience has
broadened my outlook and makes
me grateful for what I have.”

Her husband became a volunteer
after his retirement in 1993. Little
did he know that his career as a
management development trainer
would be ideal preparation for his
role at CONTACT.

“My first project was to revise the
training manuals, as well as to pro-
vide input to the Recruitment Train-
ing Committee,” Mr. Bloomwell re-
membered. In addition to working
on the hotline, he is a trainer and
speaker.

The couple is among the more
than 100 volunteers who staff the
crisis hot line. These telephone lines
have become a lifeline for thousands
of New Jersey residents who suffer
loneliness and despair. When vul-
nerable people need to talk — when
they need to know someone is listen-
ing — CONTACT volunteers pro-
vide hope and a caring voice on the
other end of the telephone.

“For us, this is more than a social
service — it is a ministry to people in
need,” Mr. Bloomwell noted. “Our
rationale for doing this is to carry out
Jesus’ mandate to ‘Love Thy Neigh-
bor.’”

CONTACT volunteers also make
daily outbound calls as part of an
outreach program for homebound,
socially isolated elderly and disabled
residents. In this free program, trained
volunteers make daily calls to check
on the person’s well being and let
them know that someone cares.

“Loneliness is the root cause of
many of the more than 14,000 calls
handled by CONTACT volunteers.
Homebound clients express their
appreciation regularly for the daily
contact provided by the program,”
Mr. Bloomwell said.

CONTACT volunteers receive
more than 50 hours of professional
training in active listening skills, in-
cluding 12 hours of internship, be-
fore going solo on the crisis hotline.
They learn how to listen non-
judgmentally and emphatically as
they interact with callers in need of
comfort and reassurance.

Once trained, volunteers must com-
mit to two, four-hour shifts per month
and can select the schedule that best
fits their needs.

“What I like best is the flexibility
of the schedules,” Mrs. Bloomwell
explained. “Even with my other ac-
tivities, it isn’t difficult to donate
eight hours of my time each month to
help someone in need.”

The next volunteer training class
will meet on Thursdays, February 21
through May 16, at Temple Emanu-
El in Westfield.

For more information or if indi-
viduals know someone who is
homebound and in need of the Care
Ring service, please call (908) 490-
1480. CONTACT We Care serves
Union, Middlesex, Somerset and
Essex counties.

As Individual As
Westfield Itself...

• Elegant Accommodations
• Efficiencies for Long Term Stays
• In-Room Coffee Makers, Hair Dryers,
   Iron and Board
• Kitchenettes Available
• Laundry Facilities
• Club Room Available for Meetings
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast
• Chez Catherine, ★★★ French Restaurant

Reservations
1-800-688-7474

435 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ
Minutes from the Garden State Parkway
908-654-5600 • www.boylehotels.com

TRAIN LOBBERY…Members of the New Jersey Junior League’s State Public
Affairs Committee board the Annual Chamber of Commerce Train to Washing-
ton D.C. The lobbying goal is to persuade the legislature to approve childproof
handgun legislation. Pictured, left to right, are: Paula Tuffin, Bryan Miller
(Ceasefire New Jersey), Carolyn Badenhausen, Rhonda Crichlow, Kelly Leight,
Teri De Francesco of Fanwood and Christine St-Cyr. Not pictured is Jill
Sawyers of Westfield.

GOOD  NEWS
Commit to the Lord whatever you do,

and your plans will succeed.

Proverbs 16:3              THE  GOSPEL

SCOTCH PLAINS – Greater
Plainfield Area Habitat for Human-
ity will hold a fundraiser entitled “A
Coffeehouse for Community” tomor-
row, Friday, February 22, to benefit
the affiliate’s mission of building
affordable housing in partnership
with low-income families.

The coffeehouse will be held at the
All Saints’ Episcopal Church Parish
Hall, located at 559 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Doors will open at
7:30 p.m. and tickets are $10. The
15-person a cappella group
MADJAZZ has donated its perfor-
mance for the evening.

Starbucks of Westfield has donated
coffee for the evening and many
local bakeries, including Margie’s
Cake Box in Plainfield, Swiss Pastry
Shoppe and My Town Bakery, both
of Scotch Plains, Westfield’s Man-
hattan Bagel, Vaccaro’s Bakery in
Clark and Westfield’s Dunkin Do-
nuts will supply pastries.

Ace Promotional Products has
donated a ceramic mug for each at-
tendee to take home. In addition,
local businesses, including The

Westwood in Garwood and Palmer
Video in Scotch Plains, have pro-
vided door prizes for the evening.

Area grocery stores, including
A&P, Shop Rite and Quick Chek,
have donated gift certificates to pur-
chase grocery items.

“We are very fortunate in this area
to have these wonderful business
owners who understand how impor-
tant it is to support the community
when they can,” stated Maggie
Savoca, Event Coordinator for Habi-
tat for Humanity.

Greater Plainfield Area Habitat for
Humanity is the local affiliate of
Habitat for Humanity International.
It is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to eliminating poverty hous-
ing.

Homes are built and then sold at
cost to low-income families. Habitat
provides the homeowners with a no-
interest mortgage. Mortgage pay-
ments are then revolved into a Fund
for Humanity that allows continued
building of affordable housing.

Tickets for the coffeehouse will be
available at the door as space allows.
To purchase tickets in advance or for
further information, please call Ms.
Savoca at (908) 889-0096 or visit
gphabitat@home.com.

Coffeehouse to Benefit
Habitat for Humanity

Lions Club to Host
Pancake Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will host a “More
Than A Lion’s Pancake Breakfast”
on Sunday, March 10, from 8 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m.

The event, featuring pancakes, sau-
sage, ham and eggs, juice and coffee,
will be held at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, located at Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The cost is $5 for adults and free
for children under age 6. Tickets
may be purchased at the door or from
a member. All proceeds will benefit
the Blind Fund.

For further information, please call
Pancake Breakfast Chairman Ron
Kelly at (908) 753-8218.

Wheelchairs Available
For Seniors, Disabled
AREA – The Senior Wheels USA

Program makes available Power
(Electric) Wheelchairs to senior citi-
zens age 65 and older and the perma-
nently disabled, at no cost to the
recipient, if they qualify.

Power Wheelchairs are provided
to individuals who can no longer
walk nor self-propel a manual wheel-
chair and who meet the additional
guidelines of the program. No de-
posit is required.

If a patient’s need is for use in the
home, please call, toll-free, (800)
246-6010 for more information to
determine eligibility.

Even if a patient does not meet all
of the program requirements, they
may still receive assistance through
the Senior Wheels USA donation
program, in which people donate
their power wheelchairs which are
no longer needed to the program.

‘Questioning Beliefs’
To be Series Topic

At Westfield Church
WESTFIELD – During the Lenten

season, the First Congregational
Church of Westfield will present a
three-part series entitled “Question-
ing Our Beliefs: Confronting Issues
that Shake the Foundations of Our
Faith.”

The class will be held on Mon-
days, from 7:30 to 9 p.m., beginning
February 25 and continuing on March
11 and 18.

Led by the Reverend Dr. Christo-
pher Atwood, minister of the First
Congregational Church, the series
will examine traditional Christian
beliefs that cause intellectual or spiri-
tual difficulty.

In response to recent tragedies that
have struck so close to home, the
program will confront issues recon-
ciling the love of God with human
suffering, as well as tolerance of
other faiths.

The programs will also explore
issues of evolution, genetic engi-
neering and a literal versus literary
interpretation of the Bible.

In the style of the Congregational
church, the program will provide a
forum for honest questions and doc-
trinal differences in an interactive
format inspired by the participants.

The series is free and open to the
public. The First Congregational
Church is located at 125 Elmer Street.
For further information, please call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Black History Event
To Feature Orators,

St. John’s Youth Choir
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will present a
program for Black History Month on
Tuesday, February 26, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at the library, located at
1927 Bartle Avenue.

The program, to be held in the
library’s downstairs conference room,
will feature the New Jersey Orators
and the youth choir of St. John’s
Baptist Church of Scotch Plains.

The New Jersey Orators will offer
interpretations of poetry and prose,
declamation, original work and dra-
matic interpretation, with St. John’s
Choir supplying the music.

Additionally, a soloist from the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
gospel choir, under the direction of
Mary Williams, will perform several
selections.

The Scotch Plains chapter of the
New Jersey Orators was formed in
May of 2000 as a non-profit organi-
zation that teaches public speaking
skills to children and teenagers.

The organization focuses on the
development of strong oratorical and
verbal skills, as well as an apprecia-
tion of African-American literature.

Travel Writer to Speak
To Local Garden Club
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Garden Club will feature Arline Zatz,
an award-winning travel writer, on
Tuesday, March 12, at 1 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

The author, lecturer and feature
writer will present a four-season
guide to New Jersey’s arboretums,
parks and gardens.

Refreshments will be served after-
ward by Nancy Roff, Hostess Chair-
woman, along with Dot Archer, Sally
Brown and Carolyn Fleder.

Rabbi to Give Talk
On Discovering

Spirituality in Work
WESTFIELD – On Sunday,

March 10, Rabbi Howard Addison
will speak on the spirituality of
work at 7 p.m. at Temple Emanu-
El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

He will discuss how, through
interactive exercises, individuals
can find a path to their spiritual
side from their work, whether they
are beginning a career, thinking
about a change, are retired or do
volunteer work.

The program will be offered free
of charge. For additional informa-
tion or questions, please call
Carolyn Shane at (908) 232-6770.

Stations of the Cross
Planned at St. Helen’s

WESTFIELD – St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church, located at
1600 Rahway  Avenue in
Westfield, will offer Stations of
the Cross at 7:30 p.m. during five
Fridays of Lent.

“Each week a different ministry
will present the Stations,” Monsi-
gnor William Harms said. “The Sta-
tions of the Cross are a wonderful
opportunity to prepare for the Eas-
ter season.”

The schedule is as follows: To-
morrow, February 22 — Stations
based on the Gospel of Matthew,
presented by the Liturgy Com-
mittee.

• March 1 – Stations Through the
Eyes of Mary, presented by the
Spiritual Life Committee.

• March 8 – Stations Through
Music, presented by the Music
Ministry.

• March 15 – Stations through the
Life of a Family, presented by the
Christian Family Movement.

• March 29 – Contemporary Sta-

tions of the Cross, presented by the
Youth Ministry.

There are 14 stations. Each sta-
tion stands for an event that oc-
curred during Jesus’ Passion and
death at Calvary on Good Friday.
For further information, please call
(908) 232-1214.


