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Courtesy of Paula Maliandi of Freeman Public Relations
“Celebration,” by Romero Britto

Courtesy of Paula Maliandi of Freeman Public Relations
“Water Lily,” by Monte Nagler, Photography

Courtesy of Paula Maliandi of Freeman Public Relations
“Loveseat,” by Christopher Royal
for Rockledge Design Studios
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By MILLICENT K. BRODY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What: DeZots Club Car Café
Where:  13 Elm Street,

Westfield
Phone: (908) 301-1199
Hours: Closed Sundays. Open

6 a.m. to 6 p.m. from Monday to
Friday. Open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Saturdays.

The name, “DeZots Club Car
Café” was chosen for artistic con-
tent by John Giles and friends
from Red Bank.

In the food business since he
was 12, Giles and staff are aiming
to attract folks to his teeny cafe
with the lure of his “Original Sig-
nature Sandwiches” and coffee.

“Most coffee you find around
is not very good and is very ex-
pensive. Our coffee is great, and
comparatively inexpensive,” said
the young entrepreneur. “We only
charge a dollar for a small cup.”

In business for three short months,
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW YORK – For almost a quar-
ter of a century, International Artexpo
New York has afforded local art deal-
ers, collectors, and everyday enthusi-
asts the chance to travel to The Jacob
K. Javits Convention Center in New
York City to take in a generous visual
portfolio, filled with the artistry of
international and national profession-
als.

Approximately 650 exhibitors will

represent the artwork of nearly 2,400
professionals from 60 different coun-
tries.

This year, Westfield gallery pro-
prietors like Gerri Gildea of Juxta-
pose Gallery and Gerardo Verdugo of

Galeria West will venture from Thurs-
day, February 28, to Monday, March
4, to seek artistry which will make
their respective showing rooms
unique.

“We do about 50 percent of our
buying for the year there,” Gildea
reported. “We discover one new artist
there every year.”

Gildea, who intends to spend two
days at the show with colleagues, will
be taken from Javits by an art supplier
for an off-site demonstration in Brook-
lyn, a different excursion which will
give her the chance to witness the
printmaking process.

The Artexpo New York experience,
which might be altered due to the
events of September 11, will give
Gildea and friends the chance to do
what the event is all about – “seeing
what the art world looks like in one
big room.”

Verdugo concurred that the event
offers “the best of art, worldwide and
nationally.”

A distinctly different program will
be offered this year, which Expo of-
ficials are calling “a brand new show-
within-a-show” – the Art & Framing
Gallery.

Paula Mandiali of Freeman Public
Relations, which coordinates the ex-
hibition, confirmed that art dealers
from approximately every country in
the world, representing the work of

everyone from Picasso to modern
master Rene Lalonde, will bring their
wares to the show, which is attended
by nearly 40,000 people.

Seminars and workshops, with
topics such as “Jane Seymour’s
Giverny Experience,” “Lighting Your
Gallery,” and “Collecting Photogra-
phy” will serve to educate members
of the industry and press media.

In a collaborative effort entitled,
“Let Art Lift Our Spirits, students
from P.S. 134, which was in the crux
of the terrorist attacks at Ground
Zero, will join artists from the
Artexpo, to present an array of pieces
inspired by the horror of September
11.

The Artexpo artists will have their
works auctioned off on Ebay to aid
the 9/11 Neediest Fund: School Arts
Rescue Initiative, sponsored by The
New York Times. The fund benefits
the arts programs in the New York
public school system.

Pointing to the events of 9/11, the
Artexpo promises to be nestled in
high security and extra efforts will be
taken to be certain that proper iden-
tification is established for visitors to
the site.

Gildea, who attended the craft
show last month in New York City,
said that the security effort was well
organized.

“They were very big on ID,” she
said. “There were police with dogs
sniffing. Bags were not allowed and
there were no rolling suitcases.”

International Artexpo New York

will be held on Thursday, February
28, and Friday, March 1, from 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. (for the trade only). General
admission is open on Saturday, March

2, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sunday, March
3, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Mon-
day, March 4, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Jacob Javits Center is located
on 11th Avenue between 34th and
39th Streets in Manhattan.

*  *  *  *  *
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Michelle H. Le Poidevin will report
with Advertising Assistant Michael
L. Bartiromo on the Artexpo New
York experience in the March 7 edi-
tion of The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Twelve-year-old
Beth Budnick of Westfield has two
favorite activities: drawing and swim-
ming.

The seventh grader at Edison In-
termediate School recently combined
her two loves to create a piece of art
which was selected by Blue Cross
Blue Shield (BCBS) of New Jersey
for its 2002 Preventative Health Cal-
endar.

Budnick’s entry of a girl on a swim
team was one of 14 artistic works
selected. Approximately 170 entries
submitted by students throughout the
state were received by BCBS.

The theme of this year’s calendar,
according to BCBS Communication
Specialist Tina Bouldin is “Making
Healthcare Work.”

“This year, instead of the regular
approach to producing a calendar,
we took a creative one,” she told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

The students were invited to create
an artistic expression of what the
theme means to them. Entries were
received from young people ranging
in age from 5 to 12 years.

Budnick’s entry, a colored pencil
and marker creation, is captioned

“Stay Fit: Exercise by Swimming.”
“Swimming is a great way to stay

in shape,” said Budnick. “I hope
when people see my drawing, they
will think of swimming as exercise.”

A swimmer since she was eight

Giles, 23, learned how to make sand-
wiches from working in a variety of
places.

years old, Budnick is currently a
member of the Barracuda’s, a swim-
ming team sponsored by the Jewish
Community Center in Scotch Plains.

As an elementary school student,

Continued on Page 19

“I’ve learned which ingredi-
ents work well together. That is
why my sandwiches are the best,”
he said.

Served on hard rolls or 8-inch
sub rolls, each sandwich is num-
bered and explained for your
convenience. A typical lunch
time has folks requesting the
Number 3: cracked pepper mill
turkey, pepper Jack cheese, may-
onnaise, red leaf lettuce, tomato
and red onion, ($5.50); Number
7: smoked turkey, Monterey Jack
cheese, coleslaw and Russian
dressing, ($5.25); Number 11:
roast beef, horseradish cheese
spread, mayonnaise, lettuce and
tomato, ($5.95), and Number 13:
sun-dried tomatoes, roasted red
peppers, fresh mozzarella, let-
tuce, tomato and balsamic
vinaigrette, $5.50).
Lovers of Sabrett Hotdogs can

order one loaded with cheese, chili,

Can Union CountyCan Union CountyCan Union CountyCan Union CountyCan Union County
Capture Miss NJCapture Miss NJCapture Miss NJCapture Miss NJCapture Miss NJ
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When you think of Union
County, New Jersey, divergent
political agendas, an expansive
need for economic development
and a collective goal to maintain
our green space are prominent
issues that come to mind. But,
how many of us think of Miss
New Jersey? Strangely enough,
since 1958, more young women
from Union County have gar-
nered the title of Miss New Jer-

sey than any other county in the
Garden State.

And, while every year, an at-
tractive young woman is selected
to represent the county at the
state level, this is the first year in
which my cousin, Renee Marino
has acquired the honor. A sopho-
more student of the rigorous the-
ater program at Wagner College
in Staten Island, N.Y., Renee, a
Linden native, grabbed the title
of Miss Union County at the end
of January during a ceremony at
Arthur L. Johnson Regional
High School in Clark.

Single handedly, this 19-year-
old dynamo has shattered the
belief that beauty is only skin
deep. A few weeks ago, with
tremendous talent and deep ex-
pression, Renee performed two
songs, “A New Life” from the
musical Jekyll and Hyde and
another ballad for her grand-
mother during her 80th birth-
day party that almost literally
brought the house down with
applause. Then, she fired up the
dance floor and taught the fam-
ily some of the latest nightclub
moves, even trying to drag yours
truly out during the electric
slide. When she isn’t getting
ready to take the pre-Broadway
stage, she is urging older folks
from her hometown to stay
young at heart, keeping their
spirits up at a senior citizen’s
center.

Renee should know that her
cousin has been quite the cynic
when it comes to beauty pag-
eants. I’ve long been under the
impression that little can be
found beyond the lacquered
hairspray and mascara worn by
the participants. Tsk, tsk to me.
Based on my knowledge of one
of the contestants, I can cer-
tainly say that this stereotype is
untrue and unfounded.

Whether or not Renee brings
home the crown of Miss New
Jersey in June, we will take great
pride in knowing she has pur-
sued every one of her dream’s
without an ounce of fear and
holding firm to her self-esteem
and sincere love of family. Renee
is the type of person who pur-
sues every goal, and no matter
what the outcome, becomes
stronger for the experience.
We’re a tough bunch of survi-
vors and a hearty troupe of cham-
pions. For us, she’ll always be
our reigning, shining star.

Go get ‘em Renee!

Renee Marino

Continued on Page 19

            Courtesy of Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey
MISS JULY...Westfield resident and Edison Intermediate School student Beth
Budnick represents the month of July with her artwork for a Blue Cross Blue
Shield calendar.

 Millicent K. Brody for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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“Using Old World style, the freshest herbs and finest ingredients,
Tarantella’s Restaurant in Clark creates Italian dishes just as your
mother would make them.  Guaranteed to delight every palate, the
endless menu at Tarantella’s offers plentiful portions abound with
robust and authentic Italian flavor.”

-- Michelle H. LePoidevin, The Westfield Leader
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Visit us on the web: www.tarantellas.com
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WESTFIELD — Over 600 invita-
tions have been mailed to area residents and
businesses for the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s (WSO) annual Gala fundraiser,
“Celebrate America,” which is scheduled
for Saturday, April 20, at Shackamaxon
Golf and Country Club in Scotch Plains.

The evening will include a cocktail
reception and preview of gifts for the
silent and live auctions, dinner, dancing to
the Michael Mark Band, and the Live
Auction, led by Westfielder Jon Bramnick,
New Jersey’s definitive auctioneer for
charitable causes.

Proceeds from this event will be used to
support the concerts and educational out-
reach programs of the orchestra, now in
its 19th season.

The theme of “Celebrate America” was
the natural choice for the Gala theme, ac-
cording to Westfield artist and WSO Friend
Francesca Azzara, who developed the Gala
2002 theme and designed the graphics.

Ms. Azzara added, “Americans are ex-
periencing an overwhelming sense of

patriotism and a renewed pride in our
country. We felt it was important to salute
these sentiments. The invitation visually
expresses these feelings by incorporating
two very recognizable symbols of Ameri-
can freedom and strength: the Stars and
Stripes and the Statue of Liberty.”

The WSO, which is recognized as one
of the foremost cultural arts organizations
on New Jersey, performs five subscription
concerts each season, and additional pro-
grams under the sponsorship of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

As the Resident Orchestra of Union
County, Music Director and Conductor
David Wroe and the WSO have presented
free summer concerts in parks throughout
the county, and toured elementary schools
and senior citizen resident facilities with
the acclaimed “Caravan” programs of
musical soloists.

For further information about the Gala,
or any of the WSO’s programs and up-
coming concerts, please call the WSO
office at (908) 232-9400.


