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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Get Outta
The House
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

How about a soprano this after-
noon? No, don’t go home and
switch on your television for some
special episode. We’re talking a
real soprano. On Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 27, The First Congregational
Church of Westfield, 125 Elmer
Street, will feature local bassoon-
ist-turned-vocalist Meredith
Hoffmann-Thomson in concert in
its free, half-hour noonday series,
the Mid-Day Musicales. Together
with pianist George Kern, the pro-
gram will include works by Mozart,
Strauss, Duparc, and Verdi. Kern
also happens to be Hoffmann-
Thomson’s godfather. Following
the concert, a soup and sandwich
luncheon will be available in the
church’s social hall for $5.

*  *  *  *  *
I am a sucker for Puccini, and

Madama Butterfly is a great in-
troduction to his works. There
will be two performances this
weekend at the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center’s Prudential
Hall in Newark. See this produc-
tion by the New Jersey State Op-
era on either Friday, February 22,
at 8 p.m., or on Sunday, February
24, at 3 p.m. It’s performed in
three acts, and if Italian is not your
native language, you can follow
along with English supertitles. You
can purchase tickets for as little as
$15. Call them for information at
(973) 623-5775. C’mon, show
your date you have a little class.

*  *  *  *  *
You can’t beat the price of a free

competition. There will be 15
newly-formed barbershop quar-
tets from the entire Mid-Atlantic
region performing in the 41st
Annual Novice Quartet Compe-
tition on Saturday, February 23, at
7:30 p.m. at Roosevelt School
Auditorium, St. Georges Avenue,
in Rahway. This will be some
night of harmonies. The local
Rahway Valley Jerseyaires will
also give a brief performance. You
may just discover that you have
found a deeply buried desire of
your own to sing the good ol’
songs. If so, the Jerseyaires meet
in this auditorium every Monday
evening at 7:30 p.m. Join them.

*  *  *  *  *
Straight from its debut in Man-

hattan, you can now see the com-
edy, Fuddy Meers, through March
2, at the Villagers Theatre on
Demott Lane in Somerset. Would
you rely on your friends and fam-
ily to fill in the blanks if you
suddenly woke up without a
memory? What if it happened
every morning? And what if you
were kidnapped? When a rare
form of psychogenic amnesia
strikes Claire, see how she copes
and begins to put the pieces back
together. You can’t beat a good
laugh for only $10 a ticket. Call
(732) 873-2710 for information,
or log onto
www.villagerstheatre.com.
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Budnick took art lessons. Her first
exhibit was a second grade art show.
She is considering a career as an art
teacher.

Picking the 14 illustrations - one
for each month, as well as well as the
front and back cover - was not an
easy feat for the judges, all of whom
were charged with finding the best
depictions of “Making Healthcare
Work.”

The judges were instructed to con-
sider color and creativity as well as
ease of theme interpretation, accord-
ing to Bouldin. The judges repre-
sented a cross section of BCBS em-
ployees from a doctor and a vice
president down to member services
representatives.

“Stay Fit: Exercise by Swimming”
illustrates the month of July 2002.
The calendar is distributed to physi-
cians, health care professionals, lo-
cal schools and Horizon BCBS Man-
aged Care members, according to
Bouldin.

onions and sauce, sauerkraut, or
relish while a breakfast menu in-
cludes an egg and cheese sand-
wich, sausage and eggs with cheese,
and a Taylor ham and cheese sand-
wich with a cup of coffee.

For those who want to take their
morning coffee on the run, one
medium cup of Java can be yours
with two donuts for $2.79.

Bagels from Brooklyn, donuts,
pastries, scones, and other baked
goods are delivered fresh daily.

Pick up a menu and plan a lunch-
time party. Giles offers free deliv-
ery throughout the Westfield area.

Rollerball: Wheel Bad

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

Rollerball, the 2002 edition, isn’t as
bad as I thought it would be.

It’s worse.
At least the 1975 original, starring

James Caan as Jonathan E, the futuristic
blood sport’s undisputed hero, took the
time to be pretentious.

Actually a warmed over 1984 on
wheels, the cautionary tale told of a world,
circa 2018, where corporations had sup-
planted the nation state. And studiously
following the Roman tenet of providing
bread and circus to keep a brainwashed
populace at bay, rollerball played an im-
portant part in ventilating any pent-up
emotions that might come of living in a
totalitarian environment, no matter how
comfortable and prosperous.

It was ultimately sophomoric, filled
with large vacant pauses between the
brutal game sequences as Caan’s witless
jock tried to figure out why those Ma-
chiavellian powers that be wanted him to
hang up his skates. P.S., he was getting
bigger than the game, and that just
wouldn’t do.

But have no fear, violence fans. There
is no second-rate poli-sci lesson paraded
out to front for the insanity that com-
prises this newest rendition.

Just third-rate filmmaking. Director
John McTiernan dispenses with much of
writer William Harrison’s sci-fi rumina-
tions, changes the date to 2005 and limits
this brave new world to only a perenni-
ally dank corner of former Soviet Russia.

Now, instead of the Fortune 500 run-
ning the show, a misused Jean Reno plays
a Russian gangster carving himself a piece
of the capitalistic pie thanks to the nihil-
istic attraction of the cruel sport he rules.
Yet despite the dumbing down of what
was pretty dumb to start with, this second
coming of the game doesn’t even score in
the thrills and spills department.

Game sequence shots are for the most
part isolated, cut and paste jobs, confined
to very small portions of the track. This
precludes the sort of panoramic context it
would take to make the deadly sport seem
real. And as it has been 27 years since
filmmaker Norman Jewison’s Rollerball,
at the very least you’d think the digital
age special effects would outsparkle the

analog original.
But if director McTiernan (Die Hard)

availed himself of computer techniques
to enhance the battle sequences both on
and off the track, it sure doesn’t show.
Hence the only thing this raging spin
around the velodrome is left with is an in-
your-face attitude. But nothing comes of
it.

Certainly it isn’t too much attention to
plot that keeps McTiernan from deliver-
ing in the action department.

However, there is plenty of antipathy,
if that’s your thing. Curiously, like the
teenagers this film is doubtlessly intended
for, everyone in this Rollerball is angry.
We’re never quite sure why. Neverthe-
less, they all seem to have a chip on their
collective shoulder. Could it be the actors
sense that all their efforts spell flop? Or is
it the relentlessly dark and rain-soaked
eastern European street scenes which have
everyone in such an ill humor?

And then again, could it be that all this
bad will was completely explained in an
earlier scene that subsequently wound up
on the cutting room floor and either (A),
the director forgot about it, or (B), he
figured “...big deal, people who come to
see this sort of film couldn’t care less
about continuity. It’s body count they
want.”

In either case, we never really do figure
what’s eating this newest Jonathan.
Played by Chris Klein, when first we
meet the daredevil protagonist he’s skate-
boarding San Francisco’s streets with his
no-account friends.

Wreaking all sorts of havoc and being
pursued by the cops, he is scooped to
safety by old high school football chum
Ridley (LL Cool J) in his Porsche. He just
so happens to be home on break from his
professional rollerballing career in
Kazakhstan, or some such place.

To paraphrase their conversation, Rid-
ley says, “Hey man, what’s happenin’?”

“Nothin’ much man,” says Jonathan.
“Hey, I thought you were going to play

in the NHL?” inquires Ridley.
“Nah, they didn’t call me yet.”
“That’s OK, dude. Why don’t you

come and play rollerball with me?” in-
vites Ridley.

“Nah, that phony bologna?” Jonathan
responds indignantly. But we suspect
Ridley’s Porsche is not lost on Jonathan.
And of course Ridley’s ride of choice in
Europe is a Ferrari.

Next scene. It’s four months later.
Jonathan is the biggest thing to hit the
former Iron Curtain country. It’s like the
sport didn’t exist before his arrival. And
after each and every successful game, he
races Ridley to the women-swamped
night clubs in his new Shelby Cobra. But
why is Jonathan still so angry?

Is it because he sold out? Who knows?
“And who cares?” the 14-year-old you
might opine. “Look at those cars. But
geez, look at those grimy, cold, always
wet streets. Maybe it really isn’t worth it.
Maybe I should stay in school. I mean,
there really isn’t any rollerball. And any-
way, now Jonathan’s mad because he
senses something’s rotten in Kazakhstan.
Yup, he’s just a pawn in rollerball mogul
Alexi Petrovich’s corrupt little world.”

At least that’s how this 14-year-old
sees it.

Yes, admittedly, there is a hint of a plot
as Alexi, acted by Jean Reno, senses his
star player’s ire. And in typical megalo-
maniac form, he practically welcomes
the ensuing challenge as an opportunity
to affirm his own natural superiority. But
the joust that follows is typical and, alas,
a bore like the rest of the film.

So the advice is, if you don’t want to
wind up angry like Jonathan, simply let
Rollerball skate on by.

*  *  *  *  *
Rollerball, rated PG-13, is an MGM

release directed by John McTiernan and
stars Chris Klein, LL Cool J, Jean Reno
and Rebecca Romijn-Stamos. Running
time: 90 minutes.
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5-8.
In 1995, Scholastica released

“Five Brave Explorers” in its
“Hello Reader” series. This col-
lective biography, written at a
second grade reading level, tells
the stories of Jean Du Sable, Mat-
thew Hensen, Mac Jamison,
James Beckwourth and Esteben.

Middle Grade and
Young Adult Readers

“Carver: A Life in
Poems” is an in-
teresting book in
that it tells the life
of George Wash-
ington Carver in
poetry. It is writ-
ten by Marilyn
Nelson and was

published in 2001 by Front Street.
Readers who like both poetry and
biography will find this book ap-
pealing.

“The African-American Cen-
tury: How Black Americans Have
Shaped Our Country” is a great

addition to a personal refer-
ence book collection. Edited
by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and
Cornel West, the book was pub-

lished by
Simon and
Schuster in
2000. Divided
into decades,
the book pre-
sents brief bi-
ographies of
the most
prominent Af-
rican-Ameri-
cans of each

decade.
Celebrate Black History Month

and honor Black Americans by
reading about these and other out-
standing Black Americans. Happy
Black History Month!

PLAINFIELD — Temple Sholom
in Plainfield will be hosting Sholom
Cabaret, a live, acoustical musical
medley of blues folk, country and
pop.

The show will feature Alvin Madi-
son of Scotch Plains.
He will open up for
the band, “Flat, Broke
and Busted,” featur-
ing Barbara Harley of
South Plainfield.

Mr. Madison is a
seasoned performer,
who has become lo-
cally well known for
his authentic, tradi-
tional blues singing
and acoustic guitar,
with riveting, lively
harmonica accompa-
niment.

His memorable and
electric vocal abilities
span a wide array of
musical styles, includ-
ing blues  folk, pop
and country. A fea-
tured performer at
many local coffee-
houses and clubs, Mr.
Madison has also per-
formed in concert,
opening up for sev-
eral musical legends,
including, Richie Ha-
vens, Livingston Tay-
lor and Roger
McGuinn.

In 1999 and 2000, Ms. Harley won
the state’s “Female Singer/
Songwriter of the Year” award and
has been nominated for the award for
2001 by members of the New Jersey
Country Music Association.

She describes her band’s musical
style as “easy country” with rich,
three-part harmony and appeals to
all generations of country-music lov-
ers. Flat, Broke and Busted are fre-
quent performers at several clubs

and coffeehouses throughout the
state.

The show will be held on Saturday,
March 2, at 8 p.m. at Temple Sholom,
815 West Seventh Street, Plainfield.

Concert admission is $10 per adult

and kids are free. There will be cof-
fee, dessert, a free movie and snacks
for the kids.

Funding for this concert has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council for the Arts,
Department of State through a grant
administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

For more information, please call
Temple Sholom at (908) 756-6447.

HEY, MR. BLUES MAN...Alvin C. Madison of Scotch
Plains, pictured above during a local performance,
will open for “Flat, Broke and Busted” at the Sholom
Cabaret at Temple Sholom in Plainfield.

You can determine
your chances of
being audited by
the IRS.

See “Tax Planning” on our Internet home
page.  It is totally free and it’s nontaxable!

www.neilschembrecpa.com
Neil F. Schembre, CPA

“For All Your Personal & Business
Tax Preparation Needs!”

266 North Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

(908) 322-6066 • FAX (908) 322-2994
e-mail: SchemCPA@aol.com

Coming Next Week:
• Fred Rossi talks Talk Radio in
“Rant.”
• Marylou Morano interviews a
Scotch Plains resident who has
made crocheting a patriotic skill.
• Carol Davis dishes out some
advice in her new column.

Book Nook
Wit h  M a r y l o u  M o r a n o
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

February is the month set aside
to honor the contributions African
Americans have made to the
United States.

From government to medicine,
literature to politics, biographies
of Black Americans and stories of
how they have
enriched our
lives make inter-
esting reading all
through the year
— not just dur-
ing Black His-
tory Month.

For Very
Young Readers

Board books are durable and
perfect for very young readers.
Candy Cane Press released “The
Story of Martin Luther King” by
Johnny Ray Moore in board book
format in 2001.

Elementary School Age
Readers

David Adler is
a prolific writer
of picture book
biographies, hav-
ing more than 20
to his name. He
has also written a
biography of
Martin Luther
King, as well as
one of Harriet Tubman, Jesse
Owens, Frederick Douglass and
George Washington Carver, to
name a few famous African-
Americans. Adler’s books are
published by Holiday House.

Another picture book biogra-
phy is “Malcolm X: A Fire Burn-
ing Brightly” by Walter Dean
Meyers. This book, which is pub-
lished by HarperCollins (2000), is
recommended for children aged
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WESTFIELD – The Westfield Bach
Festival will begin tomorrow, February
22, at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church with a perfor-
mance of Bach’s Coffee Cantata and
Peasant Cantata.

In a coffeehouse setting, soloists Laura
Heimes, Elem Eley and Timothy Fallon
will join an instrumental ensemble con-
ducted by Edward Brewer. Coffeehouse-
type refreshments will be available for
purchase.

General admission is $20, senior citi-
zens are admitted for $15 and student
fees are $10 per ticket.

On Saturday, February 23, at 11 a.m., the
First Congregational Church will be the
backdrop for a discussion of Bach’s use of
symbolism and numerology in his compo-
sitions. The panel, moderated by Dr. Henry
Wyatt, will include Dr. Barbara Thomson,
Paul Somers and Philip Dietterich.

An Organ Marathon will be offered at
the same location from 2 to 5 p.m. with
performances by Rives Cassel at 2 p.m.,
Trent Johnson at 2:45 p.m., Donald
Sutherland at 3:30 p.m. and Ms. Thomson
at 4:15 p.m. General admission is $20,
senior citizens are admitted for $15 and
student fees are $10 per ticket.

On Sunday, February 24, the festival
will conclude with the Gala Concert at
The Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity
at 7:30 p.m. The Orchestral Suite No. 3 in
D, Cantata 56, the Concerto for Two
Harpsichords and String Orchestra in C
minor and Cantata 19 will be performed.
The program will be led by Mr. Dietterich,
with vocal and harpsichord soloists.

Admission to the gala is $30 for gen-
eral public, $20 for seniors and $15 for
students. A free pre-concert lecture will
be presented at 6:30 p.m. by Mr. Somers.

Tickets for the entire series are $55
(general admission), $40 for seniors, and
$25 per student. They are available at the
First Congregational Church, the First
United Methodist Church, St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, the Catholic Church
of the Holy Trinity, and the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Tickets, which may be obtained at the
door, may also be purchased at Betty
Gallagher Antiques, The Classic Basket,
Periwinkles and Lancaster, Ltd., all of
Westfield.

The festival is made possible in part by
a generous grant from the Westfield Foun-
dation. For more information, please visit
www.westfieldnj.com/bach.

Contact A&E at:
ae@goleader.com, (908) 232-4407

WESTFIELD – The Oratorio
Singers, with soloists and orches-
tra, will present a concert featuring
the Requiem of Gabriel Fauré and
Wolfgang Mozart’s Requiem K. 626
at 3 p.m. on Sunday, March 10, at
the First United Methodist Church,
1 East Broad Street, Westfield.

The concert will be conducted
by Music Director Trent Johnson,
who will be joined by soprano
Jeannette Maraffi, mezzo-soprano
Betsy MacKenzie-Stubbs, baroque
tenor Rufus Mueller, and bass David
Scott.

This year, Oratorio Singers will
be presenting its 22nd consecutive

annual concert. Since 1981, when
the ensemble was founded and first
directed by The Reverend Philip R.
Dietterich, many choral works have
been offered to audiences who have
come to know and expect the high
caliber of performance, singing and
direction that are the trademarks of
the group.

All Oratorio Singers concerts are
made possible by the donations,
ticket sales and business advertise-
ments sought each year.

For further concert information,
please call the First United Meth-
odist Church office at (908) 233-
4211, from 9:20 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This arts program is made pos-
sible in part by a 2001 HEART
Grant (History, Education, Arts –
Reaching Thousands) from the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, Alexander Mirabella,
Chairman.
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SUMMIT— Educators at
Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Sum-
mit will demonstrate maple sugar-
ing on Saturday, March 2, at the
facility, which is located at 165
Hobart Avenue.

The instructors will tap the
Arboretum’s sugar maple and show
how the sap is boiled down into
syrup. Family members may sample
the syrup.

A wood-chopping station will
also be featured, along with stories
about Native Americans and the
first maple syrup.

For visitors who arrive early for
their session, or want to stay after,
there will be a craft area set up in
historic Wisner house.

Sessions will commence at 9,
10:15, 11:45 a.m. and 1 p.m. Ad-
mission is $5 per person. Children
under 2 years of age are admitted
for free. Pre-registration is required.

To register, please call (908) 273-
8787.

Reeves-Reed Arboretum is a non-
profit organization, sponsored
solely by memberships, contribu-
tions and grants.

The Oratorio Singers


