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Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
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EVERYONE’S BUBBLY...Nancy Priest, pictured left, who lead the charge for
restoring the Mindowaskin Park Overlook, toasts the committee and everyone
else present with sparkling grape juice at the dedication ceremony last Saturday.

Carle Schwab-Brody for The Westfield Leader

CALL TO DUTY…On June 5, members of the Westfield Fire Department
responded to a fire at Westfield Home Furnishings on North Avenue. The cause
of the fire is still under investigation.

VICTORIAN VISION…Sixteen “Fanwood” lamps were installed around the
Municipal Building driveway and along the walkway to the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center. Pictured, above, are: Mayor Louis Jung, standing on ladder;
Clayton Pierce, Downtown Revitalization Coordinator, standing to the left of the
lamp; elected and borough officials and Department of Public Works personnel.

First Half of 2002 Brought Tax Increases to Municipalities;
SP Debates Drinking Ordinance, WF Decides on Two Decks
By LAUREN S. PASS, FRED ROSSI and
SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: The first six months
of area news in 2002 appear below,
while the remaining six months will
be published in the January 2 edition
of The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
January
Five Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students were arrested and
charged with sexually assaulting a
female student behind Park Middle
School on January 2. Officials defended their handling of the investigation and the timing of the arrests
after parents complained they were
not aware of the alleged incident in
the several days between its occurrence and the youths’ arrests.
But Mayor Martin Marks said that
if the case “was blown because it was
prematurely leaked or officially noticed, it would be the very same press
and 23,000 justifiably angered residents beating down our doors to find
out why.”
Westfield residents filed a lawsuit
against the town and the County
Ward Commission, saying they were
“disenfranchised” when the Cacciola
neighborhood was moved to the Second Ward. The previous ward map
had the neighborhood split between
the Second and Third wards.
Later in the month, the Town Council retained Ron Riccio in a party line
vote to represent the town in the
Ward Suit, essentially suing the town.
For the first time in the history of
Westfield, a Democratic majority
took the reins of the Town Council,
with Susan Jacobson and Kevin Walsh
replacing Republicans Janis Fried
Weinstein and Neil Sullivan.
Mayor Marks began his third year
in office, expressing his hope that
several initiatives would soon come
to fruition, including ballfield development, further shared services efforts, the Broadway senior housing
project, continued efforts at identifying open space and further downtown improvements.
In Fanwood, the year kicked off as
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
and Councilman Michael Brennan,
both Democrats, were sworn into
office New Year’s Day during the
governing body’s annual reorganization meeting. Ms. Mitchell began
her second term, while Mr. Brennan
is a freshman representative. The
council currently reflects a Republi-

can majority of 5-2.
Additionally, Douglas Hansen was
named as the borough’s new Municipal Court Judge, succeeding Susan
MacMullen. He has also continued
in his role this year as Scotch Plains
Township Attorney.
During the reorganizational meeting of Mountainside’s governing
body, Mayor Robert Viglianti announced that the borough would receive 76 percent and Garwood would
receive 24 percent of the liquid assets from the dissolution of the regional board of education. Approximately $6.9 million will need to be
disbursed between the two towns.
This money will be distributed over
a five-year period.
The Fanwood Council unveiled an
ordinance for adoption of a redevelopment plan for a 6.5-acre block of
downtown commercial property, bordered by South, Martine and
LaGrande Avenues, as well as Second Street. Officials voted along party
lines, 4 to 2, to approve the ordinance.
Ms. Mitchell, who dissented along
with Mr. Brennan, cited her concern
over how the plan would potentially
impact existing businesses on the
block. On January 23, the Fanwood
Planning Board unanimously endorsed the plan, which calls for mixed
retail and residential development.
The Westfield Council decided to
move forward with plans for two
parking decks, one on the south side,
another, on the north.
Former Scotch Plains Township
Treasurer William Polidore was sentenced to five years in prison for
embezzling $332,000 in township
funds in 2000 and 2001. He had been
arrested in April 2001 and, that summer, pleaded guilty to the charges.
In Westfield, the ground was broken for the $1.7 million expansion
project at the Memorial Pool.
Deplorable conditions from unfinished renovations forced tenants from
apartments on East Broad Street in
downtown Westfield.
Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains wound
up his brief, 11-month tenure as his
term in the State Senate ended.
Scotch Plains Library Director
Norbert Bernstein announced he
would retire at the end of October
after 30 years at the helm.
The Scotch Plains Township Council approved a resolution endorsing
the
state
Department
of

Transportation’s plans to expand the
Route 22 bridge that links downtown
Scotch Plains with Bonnie Burn and
New Providence Roads.
Workers at the Scotch Plains Post
Office used a union meeting to air a
number of grievances that included
management’s mishandling of disability and retirement applications,
persistent verbal harassment and
threats of firing, and other forms of
intimidation.
The Fanwood Business and Professional Association (FBPA) revealed the progress it had made since
its inception in the fall of 2000.
Besides monthly meetings for
members of the business community, the FBPA also launched its own
Internet site, www.fanwood.biz; presented a check to the governing body
to underwrite the cost of holiday
decorations for borough lamps, and
collected donations for the World
Trade Center Disaster Relief Fund
through distribution of red, white
and blue ribbon lapel pins.
The window display at Victoria’s
Secret on East Broad Street in
Westfield caused controversy when
parents complained that their children were being overly exposed to
provocative images.
Barry Somers is hired as
Westfield’s first parking director.
February
Scotch Plains Council members
revisited a proposed ordinance that
could give local police the right to
enter a private residence if they believed that underage persons were
consuming or in possession of alcoholic beverages. The governing body
had discussed the issue a year earlier,
but it never advanced beyond informal talks.
Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen said he was in contact with
several other towns that had enacted
similar ordinances to see how effective the law had been.
Residents in Westfield’s Second
Ward formed UNITE, in objection to
Temple Emanu-El building a 100space parking lot where a vacant
house stands.
Fanwood Police Captain Donald
Domanoski was named as the
borough’s Acting Police Chief.
The Westfield Town Council established itself as the redevelopment
agency for the purpose of building
parking decks on the north and south
sides of town.

Former Fanwood Mayor Linda
Stender, who was elected to the State
Assembly from the 22nd District in
the previous November’s General
Election, opened her legislative district office in Scotch Plains on February 27. A former Union County
Freeholder, she resigned from her
position with the county on January
31.
Several Fanwood police department and rescue squad members,
along with the Fanwood Fire Department, were honored for distinguished
service at the Awards Night 2002
program sponsored by Father John S.
Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the
Knights of Columbus.
Borough honorees included
Fanwood Police Officers Russell
Yeager and Michael Schilling, for
having resuscitated a heart attack
victim with a defibrillator; the Fire
Department, for overall performance
of duty, and Fanwood Rescue Squad
Vice President Thomas Kranz, for
his various efforts on behalf of the
all-volunteer unit.
The Planning Board heard opening testimony in a subdivision appeal regarding a single, 100-footwide Pleasant Avenue lot occupied
by a single-family home. Applicant
Toby Two Realty, L.L.C. hoped to
subdivide the property and build a
second home on the new lot.
While the applicant’s representatives described how the subdivision
would enhance the site, neighbors
voiced concerns over storm water
management, quality of life and zoning issues when the hearing continued in March.
The September 11th Memorial
Park Committee revealed its plans
for the 9/11 memorial at the corner
of North Avenue and East Broad
Street in Westfield.
The Fanwood Borough Council
heard a proposal to erect a Victorian
gazebo on borough property, where
one of several antique sleighs being
restored by local craftsmen could be
displayed for the community. According to Fanwood Downtown Revitalization Coordinator Clayton
Pierce, construction of the gazebo
would be entirely underwritten by
the FBPA.
March
The Westfield Town Council got
into a heated discussion over the
Ward Suit with attorney Ron Riccio
present, and went into closed ses-

sion, to avoid airing what Second
Ward Republican Councilman Matthew Albano called “dirty laundry.”
The Ward Commission reconvened
and readopted the previous map, once
again splitting Cacciola between the
Second and Third wards.
Marshall Nelson became Chief of
Police in Scotch Plains on March 1,
succeeding Thomas O’Brien, who
retired after 38 years of service. Mr.
Nelson, a 30-year veteran of the police department, is the township’s
first African-American Police Chief.
The Westfield Board of Education
devoted weeks to, and sought public
input regarding, the debate over
whether to open schools on September 4 or 9. The latter date was considered due to a possible delay in construction at Westfield High School
(WHS).
It was decided that schools would
open on the fourth and a contingency
plan was put into place in case of
construction delays at WHS.
As 2003 municipal budget hearings moved along, Township Manager Thomas E. Atkins informed
Scotch Plains Council members that
property tax increases this year and
in coming years were not likely to be
as low as they had been.
“State government finances are not
in good shape,” he said. “Therefore,
the future of state aid is questionable
and troublesome.”
As the local budget took shape, the
council asked that township administrators and managers do their best
to keep budget requests to a minimum so that local taxes would not
have to rise by more than 5 percent.
Westfield resident Robert Nixdorf
was killed in a Linden automobile
accident when a Rahway resident
ran a stop sign.
Dr. Donald Sheldon, President of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, announced his plans to
retire after 35 years of service to the
district.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
board announced its 2002-2003 budget, which would be voted upon in
April. The $55.2 million spending
plan, reflecting a 5.7 percent hike in
the education portion of local property taxes, was 8.6 percent higher
than last year’s budget.
Fanwood Council members reviewed ways to reopen the LaGrande
Park skate park, which debuted the
previous year, in the wake of the
Fanwood Recreation Commission’s

decision to keep it closed. The
commission’s decision was based on
an inability to enforce regulations at
the facility. Council members, arguing the skate park was important to
the community, felt it should be reopened if a means could be found to
manage it properly. The facility ultimately reopened several months ago.
On March 12, the governing body
adopted its ordinance supporting a
redevelopment plan for a commercial block of downtown land, with
the council’s two Democrats once
again dissenting.
Additionally, Mayor Louis Jung
confirmed the appointment of a BlueRibbon committee, comprised of
business and property owners, elected
officials and others, to evaluate Request for Qualifications from developers interested in the block.
April
In Mountainside, residents turned
down the $10.9 million budget with
a vote of 604 to 463. This meant the
spending plan would go to the
Mountainside Borough Council for
review.
Mountainside’s Chief School Administrator, Dr. Gerard Schaller, said,
“this will be a hard pill to swallow for
our system. We’ve already cut 1.8
million (from the budget). I’m concerned it will hurt programs for our
students. It’s up to the Borough Council now.”
Mayor Gregory McDermott initiated discussion of the placement of
religious symbols on public property. It was decided that Town Attorney Robert Cockren should find out
if it is legal or not to have them
placed there. Resident Bill Risberg
told the council, “if it ain’t broke,
don’t fix it.”
The Scotch Plains Council again
discussed the underage drinking ordinance and seemed prepared to introduce it sooner rather than later.
The governing body was far from
united on the issue, however, with
Councilwoman Geri Samuel and
Mayor Marks most vocally in favor
of it, while Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato was the most vocal opponent.
WHS parents protested the high
school’s open lunch policy for juniors and seniors, citing drug use and
sexual activity in empty homes. Principal Robert Petix formed a committee to review and possibly revise the
policy.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Amy Horowitz for The Westfield Leader
Michael Prasad for The Westfield Leader

Lewis Corno for The Westfield Leader

SUDDEN STORM…Last Friday evening, trees and electric wires were damaged throughout the area due to high winds from thunderstorms as temperatures dropped from record highs in the 90s to normal 70s. Pictured, above, is a
fallen tree in Fanwood on Martine Avenue near Midway Avenue.

THE PAST GREETS THE PRESENT…During Monday’s Memorial Day
Parade in downtown Westfield, the Westfield Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution greeted residents and revelers, while wearing vintage
costume, down East Broad Street.

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

PERFECTING THE POOLSIDE...The Westfield Recreation Department has
reported that demolition and removal at the Memorial Pool Complex has been
completed. Construction of the retaining walls is continuing and, after its
completion, construction crews will begin building the two pools for the
complex.

Page 8

The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Thursday, December 26, 2002

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

In 2002, Westfield Approved Two Parking Decks
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

After interviewing five firms, the Westfield
Town Council chose The Atlantic Group to
lead redevelopment of the south side train
station parking lot and the parking lots at
Prospect and Elm Streets.
The Scotch Plains Council introduced a
$17.9 million municipal budget that was 1.6
percent higher than last year’s spending plan.
Pending council approval, the municipal
portion of local property taxes would increase by five points.
With the Board of Education budget approved this month by voters, resulting in a
31-point rise in education taxes, and a county
increase in the works, it was expected the
average tax bill in Scotch Plains would go up
$527, or about 8 percent.
Township Manager Atkins told the council he “has never seen a rougher year on the
revenue side,” with various sources of township income down from 2001.
The Westfield Council passed its 2002
budget, with a 4.5-point increase. Councilman Walsh and Councilwoman Jacobson
cast the only dissenting votes, claiming officials could have done a better job in keeping
the budget lower.
The Fanwood Council introduced its 2002
municipal budget of $6,163,772.30 — representing a 4.14 percent hike over the previous year’s tax levy. Officials attributed the
increase primarily to non-discretionary expenses. The spending plan was adopted by a
5-2 vote in May.
Upon hearing an application for a lot subdivision on Standish Avenue, the Westfield Planning Board questioned its own legal authority
to hear the issue, as the applicant had already
been denied by the Board of Adjustment and
had filed a lawsuit.
Parking at WHS became an issue as construction took up a portion of the parking lot.
The Board of Education and Town Council
discussed the possibility of building a parking lot behind the Westfield National Guard
Armory.
The state imposed mandatory water restrictions as reservoirs remained well below
normal levels.
Ground was broken for a $10 million
addition at WHS that would provide additional gym storage, a cafeteria extension,
guidance office expansion, renovation of
existing science rooms and more new classrooms.
The United States Postal Service said, in
response to articles in The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood earlier in the year, that it was
looking into allegations of harassment and
intimidation of postal employees at the Scotch
Plains Post Office.
The Scotch Plains Planning Board approved the Recreation Commission’s plans
for a park on Plainfield Avenue that would be
the site of baseball and soccer fields. In a
related move, the council awarded a bid for
construction of a new pro shop and other
renovations at the Scotch Hills Country Club.
Lance Porter was chosen as President of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education at its reorganization meeting. Linda
Nelson was elected Vice President. Renovations began at the district’s five elementary
schools, as well as the two middle schools and
the high school. Construction at most of the
buildings was slated for completion before
the school year began in September.
Friends, colleagues and constituents
mourned the sudden death of Fanwood Republican Councilwoman Carol Wood, 57, on
April 7. A longtime realtor, Mrs. Wood was
elected to her first term in November 2000.
She also served on the Fanwood Planning
Board and the former Board of Adjustment.
Scotch Plains Township Republicans filled
out their three-person ticket for the fall council
elections by naming Nancy Malool as a candidate, at which time she joined incumbents
Frank Rossi and Guy Celentano. Councilwoman Samuel, a Democrat, announced she
would run for a second term, joined by running mates and first-time candidates George
Gowen and Shelia Ellington.
Westfield Republicans decided that Sal
Caruana would run for the First Ward against
Democrat newcomer Mark Kuehn, since
Westfield Council incumbent Carl Salisbury
decided not to seek a third term.
In the Second Ward, incumbent Republican Rafael Betancourt was challenged by
Democrat Dave Owens, while in the Third

Ward, Democrat Claire Lazarowitz faced
newcomer Andrew Skibitsky. In the Fourth
Ward, Democrat incumbent Lawrence
Goldman faced Christopher Panagos.
Republican Mayor Gregory McDermott
decided to seek a second term, facing newcomer Thomas Fuccillo. This marked the first
year that all the candidates for elected office in
Westfield would run for three year terms.
Candidates were announced for two, fullterm Borough Council seats in Fanwood.
One of these seats was held by Republican
Thomas Ryan, Jr., who opted not to seek a
second term this year.
For the Republicans, Councilman Stuart
Kline sought a third term, while first-time
candidate Andrew Calamaras ran for Mr.
Ryan’s seat. They were challenged by Democrats Tom Plante and Donna Dolce.
Additionally, Fanwood Council President
Joel Whitaker joined the Republican ticket
for one of three open seats on the Union
County freeholder board.
In Mountainside, the Democrats chose not
to run any candidates, leaving incumbent
Republicans Paul Mirabelli and Keith Turner
unopposed for the November election.
Culminating a hearing that began in February, the Fanwood Planning Board voted 7
to 2 to deny Toby Two Realty Co., L.L.C.
permission to subdivide a Pleasant Avenue
property. The majority of board members felt
the applicant had not sufficiently demonstrated the subdivision would benefit the neighborhood.

May
The Times was flooded with letters, including ones from all five Scotch Plains
Council members, after the newspaper published a political cartoon on the underage
drinking ordinance that some readers saw as
objectionable and insensitive.
Several Westfield residents attended council meetings to voice their discontent about
the Rahway Avenue traffic calming project.
One of the residents referred to the “bump
outs” as “booby traps.”
The Mountainside Borough Council and
Board of Education officially approved a
resolution and passage of a new budget, with
upwards of $486,000 in cuts made from the
earlier proposed $10.9 million budget that
voters turned down in April.
In addition, private auditors were hired by
the council to confirm the financial figures
cited by the Board of Education. Mayor
Viglianti expressed his concern that the
school board had not been keeping accurate
accounts because it could not point to exact
numbers when questioned.
“The reduction that we’re proposing tonight is not going to cut any programs; it will
give us some tax relief, while guaranteeing
the opening of Beachwood, and the fifth
kindergarten class. We feel we are doing
what’s best for the community and best for
residents,” Councilman Mirabelli said.
With the Scotch Plains Council moving
toward introduction of the underage drinking ordinance, members of the governing
body continued to wrestle with the particulars of the ordinance, as well as its constitutionality and effectiveness.
Early in the month, Mayor Marks expressed some frustration at what he termed
“misperceptions and misunderstanding”
among some residents about the proposal. In
mid-month, the council decided to introduce the ordinance at its May 28 meeting and
then give residents ample opportunity to
comment before any vote was taken.
Without a formal introduction of the ordinance, the council held an informal hearing in
late May to give residents the chance to voice
their opinions on the proposal. Of the 11
people who spoke during the two-hour forum, four expressed support for the ordinance, while seven objected. Mayor Marks
said the public would have another opportunity to speak at the council’s June 11 meeting.
Two of the youths charged in January’s
sexual assault of a 13-year-old female behind Park Middle School pled guilty as
adults in Superior Court. Another remained
in youth detention. Four of the youths faced
prison sentences of up to 10 years.
Mayor McDermott appointed a blue ribbon committee to work with The Atlantic
Group to discuss the development of two
parking decks.

GIFTWARE SALE!!!

Holiday Giftware reduced by:

50% OFF

Christopher
Radko
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Wire Lighted Figures
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Values to $150

WOW!

$9.99

Icicle Lights

The Westfield Town Council passed a
$1.7 million ordinance for all of the road
projects in 2002. This combined ordinance
allowed the town to finish the road projects
earlier in the year than it had previously been
able to do.
In the midst of construction at WHS, the
bricklayers staged a walkout, claiming that
subcontractors were using non-union employees.
The Westfield Council combined 45 old,
unfunded ordinances and the consolidated
debts were sold as bonds. Town Administrator Jim Gildea explained that this ordinance
would provide the funding for any outstanding projects and assign a useful life to each
ordinance. The monetary cap on this bond,
totaling $5,973,000, was set based on the
value that fits into deferred charges as of this
year, Mr. Gildea continued.
The Westfield Council approved the 2002
municipal budget, calling for an average $58
increase in the municipal portion of local
property taxes.
The Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association paid tribute to its founder,
Ray Pardon, who led the group for the first
eight years of its existence, at its annual
dinner. Steve Goldberg was chosen to be the
group’s new President.
Scotch Plains Postmaster James McDade
was transferred in the wake of complaints
filed by postal workers and the results of a
workplace climate study by the United States
Postal Service. He was replaced by Jane
Walsh.
Republican David Trumpp was sworn in
as a member of the Fanwood Borough Council, filling the vacancy created by the death of
Mrs. Wood. Active in the local Lions Club
and the Historic Preservation Commission,
the lifelong Fanwood resident had run for a
seat on the governing body three times previously.
Another transition occurred as Donald
Domanoski succeeded Robert Carboy as
Fanwood’s new police chief. He has been a
member of the Fanwood force for 25 years.
In other news, the Planning Board granted
site plan approval for the Ginger Sushi Restaurant, an establishment featuring Japanese
cuisine, which has since opened on South
Avenue next to the China Moon.

June
The Westfield Board of Education debated WHS’s open lunch policy after parents
raised concerns about students playing hooky,
arriving late and engaging in drugs, alcohol
and sexual activity while off of school grounds.
Teachers and administrators responded that
giving the students 40 minutes of free time
allowed them to demonstrate their maturity.
Members of the committee that had been
formed earlier by Dr. Petix recommended the
open lunch policy be retained for juniors and
seniors. They requested stricter enforcement
of the policy, however, including the use of
identification cards, additional personnel to
monitor school exits and WHS administrator
visits to local eateries. If students were caught
breaking the rules, penalties would range
from temporary restriction of open lunch to
an out of school suspension.
It was decided that enjoying lunch off
campus would require a signed contract between a student, his or her parents, and school
administration. The student would be required
to have color-coded identification and would
have to depart through certain doors, which
would be monitored by staff members.
The Scotch Plains Council voted to change
the zoning designation of a tract of land on
Plainfield Avenue to “P”-Public, thereby allowing it to be developed into athletic fields.
The council also decided to modify the summer hours of municipal offices, with hours on
Thursdays being extended into the early
evening and early afternoon closings on Fridays.
The Westfield Town Council expressed its
unhappiness with the salaries at the public
library. Mr. Gildea informed council members that while they approve the budget for the
library, they have no control over the salaries.
The following week, town residents spoke to
the council about how valuable the library is,
while members of the library staff explained
that the salaries were comparable to standards.
After many heated discussions on the legality of the use of religious symbols on town
property, they were deemed to be legal. Mr.
Cockren told the council that he and his firm
had gone over the statutes on use of religious
holiday symbols on town property. He said
the key elements were what the items were,
where they were placed and the message
associated with them.
Mr. Cockren cited the Schundler cases as the
basis for his recommendations. In Schundler
Two, a sign was erected to accompany the
display and the Third Circuit court granted
approval. He stated that if the 2000 display
were challenged in court, that the town would
be likely to succeed. Although the 2001 display would be a closer case, it was his feeling
the town would also succeed in defending it.
Mr. Cockren recommended the addition
of an all-encompassing secular statement,
using the language set forth in the Schundler
case; that the display never be placed in front
of Town Hall, and that the area in front of the
train station not be declared a public forum.
Mayor McDermott stated that he would
like to put everything up that the town had last
year. He also said that the reason he did not
bring it to a vote was because it is a personal
issue and he did not want to put individuals on
one side or another. He added that the council’s
job is to represent the town.
After three more hours of public comment
on the proposed underage drinking ordinance
at the Scotch Plains Council’s June 11 meeting, Mayor Marks said the ordinance would

not be introduced before the start of summer
and would not be considered until September
at the earliest. Later in the month, the Mayor
announced that the ordinance would not be
introduced and was being tabled indefinitely.
Those who opposed the ordinance during
the several hours of public input “appear to
predominate in our community,” the Mayor
said. “This predominating sentiment cannot
be ignored.”
When Mayor McDermott called for the
council to go into closed session to discuss
Policeman’s Benevolent Association (PBA)
negotiations and asked for a vote, the five
Democrat members of the council voted not
to go into closed session, against the three
Republican councilmen and mayor who
wished to do so.
Councilman Goldman wanted more information on alternative health care plan options. Councilman Betancourt stated that they
would not be able to come up with alternatives at that moment, and that the PBA negotiations needed to move forward. He stated
that it was irresponsible to refuse to go into
closed session.
Mr. Gildea said he did not want to derail the
PBA negotiations and that he would bring in
an insurance consultant for the next meeting.
Out of frustration, and citing the late hour,
Mayor McDermott asked for a motion to
adjourn the meeting, which was made by
Republican First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse and seconded by Councilman
Betancourt.
Councilwoman Jacobson said that she had
questions to discuss in closed session and
agreed to change her vote. Councilman
Echausse withdrew his motion to adjourn,
and the council voted unanimously to go into
closed session.
The Westfield Planning Board delayed
ratification of the Westfield Master Plan after
members of the board and the public expressed their concerns at a public meeting.
Concerns ranged from a lack of planning for
recreation and senior housing needs, to historic designation issues.
The Fanwood Planning Board began its
hearing of a variance application by Verizon
Wireless to install 15 antennas on an existing
Public Service Electric and Gas tower in a
residential area between Oak Court and Elm
Street.
The antennas, sought by Verizon to improve its wireless cellular telephone network,
sparked concerns among residents regarding
the safety of the antenna technology involved.
Mountainside residents were upset with
borough officials after they announced that
certain property owners on Prospect Avenue,
Summit Lane and Mill Lane, who have been
utilizing septic systems, would be abandoning their septic systems and be hooked up to
the sanitary sewer system. These residents
had to pay taxes in the past for sewer systems,
when they were not reaping the benefits of
them, and would now be charged again.
The borough Board of Health will make
the determination of whether a resident must
use the sewer system. Under board regulations, if a resident is within a few hundred feet
of a trunk line, the individual will be asked to
hook up.
Borough Attorney John Post said that property owners would be given the opportunity
to pay the assessment for the hookup over a
10-year period, during which time the borough can collect interest.
Prospect Avenue resident Leonard Edelson
said, “it seems to me that you are singling out
this group of people…now we’re going to
give you a sewer system and you have to pay
for what we’re doing, somehow doesn’t seem
fair to us. What you have done is selectively
charged us for something that the whole
community should be paying for.”
President of the Mountainside School
Board, Richard Kress, stated that Beechwood
and Deerfield Schools would open on target
in September. All classrooms and facilities,
he continued, would be available and safe for
use. Mr. Kress explained that a consultant
ensured the board that all extra efforts would
be made over the summer to ensure the opening of the Beechwood School on time for the
2002-2003 school year.
The FBPA held its first Street Fair June 9
along South and Martine Avenues. Spotlighting the borough’s downtown, the event featured an array of crafters, food vendors,
children’s activities and musical entertainment.
The owner of a prospective Internet lounge
appeared before the Planning Board for a
concept hearing, where he announced he would
drop plans for a restricted, adults-only section.
Board members had expressed concern that
the section would be accessed by some patrons
to view pornographic or prurient materials.
The lounge owner said he had only included
the proposal in the first place as a concession to
First Amendment rights. The “cyber-café” has
since opened at the former site of Burgdorff
Realtors at South and Martine Avenues.
Members of the St. Bart’s Softball League
complained about the Fanwood Recreation
Department’s decision not to give the league
weeknight field time at Forest Road Park, in
favor of allowing the Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball League to use the field.
Chairman Russell Wells stated that the
department’s decision was not based on preference for one league over the other, but on
multiple concerns, most notably the safety of
children in the playground area behind left
field at LaGrande Park, where the Old Men’s
Softball League had held their games.
The Old Men’s Softball League has since
been playing at Forest Road Park, while the
St. Bart’s League is using various other fields.
Governor James McGreevey visited Park
Middle School to tout school construction
projects, such as those in Scotch Plains, that
are being funded by state grants.
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DECA Toy Drive Brightens
Holidays for Area Children
SCOTCH PLAINS - Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS) DECA’s
12th Annual Toy Drive turned out be a true
community-wide effort as many residents,
businesses, community and school groups
showed an outpouring of love and concern
for 38 families and more than 200 children
of the Union County Interfaith Council.
According to DECA Adopt-A-Family
Chairperson Sara Finkelstein, sponsors
purchased gifts such as clothing, household goods and toys for their adopted
families who filled out a wish list.
Many of the items were basic needs,
such as shoes, jackets, shirts, sweaters,
undergarments and other clothing articles.
In addition, hundreds of cash donations were made to help the families who
are trying to rebuild their lives. All of the
Interfaith families live in temporary shelters, and many are housed in various

religious houses in Union County on a
rotating basis.
DECA is estimating that in addition to
the adopted families, more than $5,000
worth of clothing, household goods and
toys were distributed.
“We were extremely pleased with the
response this year, and would like to
thank everyone who contributed,” said
Chairperson Sara Finkelstein.
There were so many gifts that DECA
had to use three vans to transport them.
More than 75 DECA students assisted
with the shopping and organizing of gifts,
and attended the holiday party for nearly
100 Interfaith family members.
The party was a huge hit with the
children, who played musical chairs,
broke several piñatas filled with candy,
and received gifts from DECA’s very
own Santa Claus.

PARTY ON…Scotch Plains Fanwood High School DECA students with some of the
children from the Interfaith Council who attended the December 13 Holiday Party.

WHS Pupils to Be Members
Chosen for Region Chorus
WESTFIELD — Nineteen Westfield
High School (WHS) students were recently chosen to be members of the 20022003 New Jersey Region Chorus, Symphonic Orchestra, Wind Ensemble and
Concert Band for Region II.
Auditioning against students from the
Region II area, which encompasses greater
central New Jersey, WHS vocalists Mary
Bogatko, Maurice Blackmon, Arielle
Dance, David Eisenberg, Samantha
Hooper-Hamersley, Max Kaplan, Perri
Koll, Christopher Lynn, Lauren Meriton,
Martha Strickland and Nicholas Williams
were selected for the Region II Chorus.
Instrumentalists Carl Baron, Matthew
Leong, Eunice Park, David Reinhardt
and Donald Williams captured positions
in the Region II Orchestra. Jeffrey Bayne

and Thomas Killian were selected for the
Region II Wind Ensemble, and Ryan
Leonard was chosen for the Region II
Concert Band.
In addition to participating in the prestigious Symphonic Orchestra, juniors Carl
Baron and Donald Williams share the
distinction of also capturing the “1st Chair”
place in the prestigious Region II competition.
WHS vocal teachers Noelle Dachis
and William Mathews and orchestra
teacher Raymond Wojcik praised their
students for their accomplishments.
Linda King, Director of Fine Arts for the
Westfield Public Schools, added, “The
achievements of these students reflect their
exceptional talent and the fine work of their
teachers. We are very proud of their efforts.”

POSTER WINNERS…Second graders, Leah Salituro and Kira Loh, from McGinn
Elementary School in Scotch Plains, took first prize in the annual Fanwood Holiday
Poster Contest. Posters were submitted by students ranging in age from 7 to 13 years
of age. They were judged on Sunday, December 8, prior to the Fanwood Tree
Lighting Ceremony. All 37 posters entered in the contest are on display in the
downtown Fanwood shop windows. Leah and Kira are shown here with their
winning entry depicting several Fanwood landmarks at holiday time.
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CORNER CAROLERS...Members of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Westfield
cornered the market on caroling in the Christmas season at the corner of Elm
and Quimby Streets in Westfield.
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Thomas Killian to Perform
In Honors Concert Ensemble
WESTFIELD — Thomas Killian, a
junior at Westfield High School (WHS),
has been selected by The National Association of Music Educators (MENC) to
perform in the All-Eastern Honors Concert Band.
Thomas, who plays the tuba, piano
and violin, was one of 600 of the most
musically talented high school students
in the Eastern region of the country to be
chosen by MENC. With the assistance of
Raymond Wojcik, WHS music teacher
and coach, Thomas will prepare challenging music that he will perform as a
tubist on Sunday, March 9, 2003, at the
Veterans Memorial Auditorium in Provi-

dence, R.I., as part of MENC’s Eastern
Division Spring Conference.
Prior to the performance at Veterans
MemorialAuditorium, Thomas will spend
three days rehearsing under the leadership
of one of the four prominent conductors
who will be conducting student ensembles
at the March 9 concert in Providence.
“Tom is a highly accomplished musician on three instruments who has distinguished himself as a member of prestigious student ensembles in New Jersey
and New York,” commented Mr. Wojcik.
“He is a deserving recipient of this
honor,” added Mr. Wojcik, “which will
enrich his music education experiences.”
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EVERYONE’S BUBBLY...Nancy Priest, pictured left, who lead the charge for
restoring the Mindowaskin Park Overlook, toasts the committee and everyone
else present with sparkling grape juice at the dedication ceremony last Saturday.

Carle Schwab-Brody for The Times

CALL TO DUTY…On June 5, members of the Westfield Fire Department
responded to a fire at Westfield Home Furnishings on North Avenue. The cause
of the fire is still under investigation.

VICTORIAN VISION…Sixteen “Fanwood” lamps were installed around the
Municipal Building driveway and along the walkway to the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center. Pictured, above, are: Mayor Louis Jung, standing on ladder;
Clayton Pierce, Downtown Revitalization Coordinator, standing to the left of the
lamp; elected and borough officials and Department of Public Works personnel.

First Half of 2002 Brought Tax Increases to Municipalities;
SP Debates Drinking Ordinance, WF Decides on Two Decks
By LAUREN S. PASS, FRED ROSSI and
SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: The first six months
of area news in 2002 appear below,
while the remaining six months will
be published in the January 2 edition
of The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
January
Five Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students were arrested and
charged with sexually assaulting a
female student behind Park Middle
School on January 2. Officials defended their handling of the investigation and the timing of the arrests
after parents complained they were
not aware of the alleged incident in
the several days between its occurrence and the youths’ arrests.
But Mayor Martin Marks said that
if the case “was blown because it was
prematurely leaked or officially noticed, it would be the very same press
and 23,000 justifiably angered residents beating down our doors to find
out why.”
Westfield residents filed a lawsuit
against the town and the County
Ward Commission, saying they were
“disenfranchised” when the Cacciola
neighborhood was moved to the Second Ward. The previous ward map
had the neighborhood split between
the Second and Third wards.
Later in the month, the Town Council retained Ron Riccio in a party line
vote to represent the town in the
Ward Suit, essentially suing the town.
For the first time in the history of
Westfield, a Democratic majority
took the reins of the Town Council,
with Susan Jacobson and Kevin Walsh
replacing Republicans Janis Fried
Weinstein and Neil Sullivan.
Mayor Marks began his third year
in office, expressing his hope that
several initiatives would soon come
to fruition, including ballfield development, further shared services efforts, the Broadway senior housing
project, continued efforts at identifying open space and further downtown improvements.
In Fanwood, the year kicked off as
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
and Councilman Michael Brennan,
both Democrats, were sworn into
office New Year’s Day during the
governing body’s annual reorganization meeting. Ms. Mitchell began
her second term, while Mr. Brennan
is a freshman representative. The
council currently reflects a Republi-

can majority of 5-2.
Additionally, Douglas Hansen was
named as the borough’s new Municipal Court Judge, succeeding Susan
MacMullen. He has also continued
in his role this year as Scotch Plains
Township Attorney.
During the reorganizational meeting of Mountainside’s governing
body, Mayor Robert Viglianti announced that the borough would receive 76 percent and Garwood would
receive 24 percent of the liquid assets from the dissolution of the regional board of education. Approximately $6.9 million will need to be
disbursed between the two towns.
This money will be distributed over
a five-year period.
The Fanwood Council unveiled an
ordinance for adoption of a redevelopment plan for a 6.5-acre block of
downtown commercial property, bordered by South, Martine and
LaGrande Avenues, as well as Second Street. Officials voted along party
lines, 4 to 2, to approve the ordinance.
Ms. Mitchell, who dissented along
with Mr. Brennan, cited her concern
over how the plan would potentially
impact existing businesses on the
block. On January 23, the Fanwood
Planning Board unanimously endorsed the plan, which calls for mixed
retail and residential development.
The Westfield Council decided to
move forward with plans for two
parking decks, one on the south side,
another, on the north.
Former Scotch Plains Township
Treasurer William Polidore was sentenced to five years in prison for
embezzling $332,000 in township
funds in 2000 and 2001. He had been
arrested in April 2001 and, that summer, pleaded guilty to the charges.
In Westfield, the ground was broken for the $1.7 million expansion
project at the Memorial Pool.
Deplorable conditions from unfinished renovations forced tenants from
apartments on East Broad Street in
downtown Westfield.
Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains wound
up his brief, 11-month tenure as his
term in the State Senate ended.
Scotch Plains Library Director
Norbert Bernstein announced he
would retire at the end of October
after 30 years at the helm.
The Scotch Plains Township Council approved a resolution endorsing
the
state
Department
of

Transportation’s plans to expand the
Route 22 bridge that links downtown
Scotch Plains with Bonnie Burn and
New Providence Roads.
Workers at the Scotch Plains Post
Office used a union meeting to air a
number of grievances that included
management’s mishandling of disability and retirement applications,
persistent verbal harassment and
threats of firing, and other forms of
intimidation.
The Fanwood Business and Professional Association (FBPA) revealed the progress it had made since
its inception in the fall of 2000.
Besides monthly meetings for
members of the business community, the FBPA also launched its own
Internet site, www.fanwood.biz; presented a check to the governing body
to underwrite the cost of holiday
decorations for borough lamps, and
collected donations for the World
Trade Center Disaster Relief Fund
through distribution of red, white
and blue ribbon lapel pins.
The window display at Victoria’s
Secret on East Broad Street in
Westfield caused controversy when
parents complained that their children were being overly exposed to
provocative images.
Barry Somers is hired as
Westfield’s first parking director.
February
Scotch Plains Council members
revisited a proposed ordinance that
could give local police the right to
enter a private residence if they believed that underage persons were
consuming or in possession of alcoholic beverages. The governing body
had discussed the issue a year earlier,
but it never advanced beyond informal talks.
Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen said he was in contact with
several other towns that had enacted
similar ordinances to see how effective the law had been.
Residents in Westfield’s Second
Ward formed UNITE, in objection to
Temple Emanu-El building a 100space parking lot where a vacant
house stands.
Fanwood Police Captain Donald
Domanoski was named as the
borough’s Acting Police Chief.
The Westfield Town Council established itself as the redevelopment
agency for the purpose of building
parking decks on the north and south
sides of town.

Former Fanwood Mayor Linda
Stender, who was elected to the State
Assembly from the 22nd District in
the previous November’s General
Election, opened her legislative district office in Scotch Plains on February 27. A former Union County
Freeholder, she resigned from her
position with the county on January
31.
Several Fanwood police department and rescue squad members,
along with the Fanwood Fire Department, were honored for distinguished
service at the Awards Night 2002
program sponsored by Father John S.
Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the
Knights of Columbus.
Borough honorees included
Fanwood Police Officers Russell
Yeager and Michael Schilling, for
having resuscitated a heart attack
victim with a defibrillator; the Fire
Department, for overall performance
of duty, and Fanwood Rescue Squad
Vice President Thomas Kranz, for
his various efforts on behalf of the
all-volunteer unit.
The Planning Board heard opening testimony in a subdivision appeal regarding a single, 100-footwide Pleasant Avenue lot occupied
by a single-family home. Applicant
Toby Two Realty, L.L.C. hoped to
subdivide the property and build a
second home on the new lot.
While the applicant’s representatives described how the subdivision
would enhance the site, neighbors
voiced concerns over storm water
management, quality of life and zoning issues when the hearing continued in March.
The September 11th Memorial
Park Committee revealed its plans
for the 9/11 memorial at the corner
of North Avenue and East Broad
Street in Westfield.
The Fanwood Borough Council
heard a proposal to erect a Victorian
gazebo on borough property, where
one of several antique sleighs being
restored by local craftsmen could be
displayed for the community. According to Fanwood Downtown Revitalization Coordinator Clayton
Pierce, construction of the gazebo
would be entirely underwritten by
the FBPA.
March
The Westfield Town Council got
into a heated discussion over the
Ward Suit with attorney Ron Riccio
present, and went into closed ses-

sion, to avoid airing what Second
Ward Republican Councilman Matthew Albano called “dirty laundry.”
The Ward Commission reconvened
and readopted the previous map, once
again splitting Cacciola between the
Second and Third wards.
Marshall Nelson became Chief of
Police in Scotch Plains on March 1,
succeeding Thomas O’Brien, who
retired after 38 years of service. Mr.
Nelson, a 30-year veteran of the police department, is the township’s
first African-American Police Chief.
The Westfield Board of Education
devoted weeks to, and sought public
input regarding, the debate over
whether to open schools on September 4 or 9. The latter date was considered due to a possible delay in construction at Westfield High School
(WHS).
It was decided that schools would
open on the fourth and a contingency
plan was put into place in case of
construction delays at WHS.
As 2003 municipal budget hearings moved along, Township Manager Thomas E. Atkins informed
Scotch Plains Council members that
property tax increases this year and
in coming years were not likely to be
as low as they had been.
“State government finances are not
in good shape,” he said. “Therefore,
the future of state aid is questionable
and troublesome.”
As the local budget took shape, the
council asked that township administrators and managers do their best
to keep budget requests to a minimum so that local taxes would not
have to rise by more than 5 percent.
Westfield resident Robert Nixdorf
was killed in a Linden automobile
accident when a Rahway resident
ran a stop sign.
Dr. Donald Sheldon, President of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, announced his plans to
retire after 35 years of service to the
district.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
board announced its 2002-2003 budget, which would be voted upon in
April. The $55.2 million spending
plan, reflecting a 5.7 percent hike in
the education portion of local property taxes, was 8.6 percent higher
than last year’s budget.
Fanwood Council members reviewed ways to reopen the LaGrande
Park skate park, which debuted the
previous year, in the wake of the
Fanwood Recreation Commission’s

decision to keep it closed. The
commission’s decision was based on
an inability to enforce regulations at
the facility. Council members, arguing the skate park was important to
the community, felt it should be reopened if a means could be found to
manage it properly. The facility ultimately reopened several months ago.
On March 12, the governing body
adopted its ordinance supporting a
redevelopment plan for a commercial block of downtown land, with
the council’s two Democrats once
again dissenting.
Additionally, Mayor Louis Jung
confirmed the appointment of a BlueRibbon committee, comprised of
business and property owners, elected
officials and others, to evaluate Request for Qualifications from developers interested in the block.
April
In Mountainside, residents turned
down the $10.9 million budget with
a vote of 604 to 463. This meant the
spending plan would go to the
Mountainside Borough Council for
review.
Mountainside’s Chief School Administrator, Dr. Gerard Schaller, said,
“this will be a hard pill to swallow for
our system. We’ve already cut 1.8
million (from the budget). I’m concerned it will hurt programs for our
students. It’s up to the Borough Council now.”
Mayor Gregory McDermott initiated discussion of the placement of
religious symbols on public property. It was decided that Town Attorney Robert Cockren should find out
if it is legal or not to have them
placed there. Resident Bill Risberg
told the council, “if it ain’t broke,
don’t fix it.”
The Scotch Plains Council again
discussed the underage drinking ordinance and seemed prepared to introduce it sooner rather than later.
The governing body was far from
united on the issue, however, with
Councilwoman Geri Samuel and
Mayor Marks most vocally in favor
of it, while Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato was the most vocal opponent.
WHS parents protested the high
school’s open lunch policy for juniors and seniors, citing drug use and
sexual activity in empty homes. Principal Robert Petix formed a committee to review and possibly revise the
policy.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Amy Horowitz for The Westfield Leader
Michael Prasad for The Times

SUDDEN STORM…Last Friday evening, trees and electric wires were damaged throughout the area due to high winds from thunderstorms as temperatures dropped from record highs in the 90s to normal 70s. Pictured, above, is a
fallen tree in Fanwood on Martine Avenue near Midway Avenue.

Lewis Corno for The Westfield Leader

THE PAST GREETS THE PRESENT…During Monday’s Memorial Day
Parade in downtown Westfield, the Westfield Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution greeted residents and revelers, while wearing vintage
costume, down East Broad Street.
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PERFECTING THE POOLSIDE...The Westfield Recreation Department has
reported that demolition and removal at the Memorial Pool Complex has been
completed. Construction of the retaining walls is continuing and, after its
completion, construction crews will begin building the two pools for the
complex.
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In 2002, Westfield Approved Two Parking Decks
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

After interviewing five firms, the Westfield
Town Council chose The Atlantic Group to
lead redevelopment of the south side train
station parking lot and the parking lots at
Prospect and Elm Streets.
The Scotch Plains Council introduced a
$17.9 million municipal budget that was 1.6
percent higher than last year’s spending plan.
Pending council approval, the municipal
portion of local property taxes would increase by five points.
With the Board of Education budget approved this month by voters, resulting in a
31-point rise in education taxes, and a county
increase in the works, it was expected the
average tax bill in Scotch Plains would go up
$527, or about 8 percent.
Township Manager Atkins told the council he “has never seen a rougher year on the
revenue side,” with various sources of township income down from 2001.
The Westfield Council passed its 2002
budget, with a 4.5-point increase. Councilman Walsh and Councilwoman Jacobson
cast the only dissenting votes, claiming officials could have done a better job in keeping
the budget lower.
The Fanwood Council introduced its 2002
municipal budget of $6,163,772.30 — representing a 4.14 percent hike over the previous year’s tax levy. Officials attributed the
increase primarily to non-discretionary expenses. The spending plan was adopted by a
5-2 vote in May.
Upon hearing an application for a lot subdivision on Standish Avenue, the Westfield Planning Board questioned its own legal authority
to hear the issue, as the applicant had already
been denied by the Board of Adjustment and
had filed a lawsuit.
Parking at WHS became an issue as construction took up a portion of the parking lot.
The Board of Education and Town Council
discussed the possibility of building a parking lot behind the Westfield National Guard
Armory.
The state imposed mandatory water restrictions as reservoirs remained well below
normal levels.
Ground was broken for a $10 million
addition at WHS that would provide additional gym storage, a cafeteria extension,
guidance office expansion, renovation of
existing science rooms and more new classrooms.
The United States Postal Service said, in
response to articles in The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood earlier in the year, that it was
looking into allegations of harassment and
intimidation of postal employees at the Scotch
Plains Post Office.
The Scotch Plains Planning Board approved the Recreation Commission’s plans
for a park on Plainfield Avenue that would be
the site of baseball and soccer fields. In a
related move, the council awarded a bid for
construction of a new pro shop and other
renovations at the Scotch Hills Country Club.
Lance Porter was chosen as President of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education at its reorganization meeting. Linda
Nelson was elected Vice President. Renovations began at the district’s five elementary
schools, as well as the two middle schools and
the high school. Construction at most of the
buildings was slated for completion before
the school year began in September.
Friends, colleagues and constituents
mourned the sudden death of Fanwood Republican Councilwoman Carol Wood, 57, on
April 7. A longtime realtor, Mrs. Wood was
elected to her first term in November 2000.
She also served on the Fanwood Planning
Board and the former Board of Adjustment.
Scotch Plains Township Republicans filled
out their three-person ticket for the fall council
elections by naming Nancy Malool as a candidate, at which time she joined incumbents
Frank Rossi and Guy Celentano. Councilwoman Samuel, a Democrat, announced she
would run for a second term, joined by running mates and first-time candidates George
Gowen and Shelia Ellington.
Westfield Republicans decided that Sal
Caruana would run for the First Ward against
Democrat newcomer Mark Kuehn, since
Westfield Council incumbent Carl Salisbury
decided not to seek a third term.
In the Second Ward, incumbent Republican Rafael Betancourt was challenged by
Democrat Dave Owens, while in the Third

Ward, Democrat Claire Lazarowitz faced
newcomer Andrew Skibitsky. In the Fourth
Ward, Democrat incumbent Lawrence
Goldman faced Christopher Panagos.
Republican Mayor Gregory McDermott
decided to seek a second term, facing newcomer Thomas Fuccillo. This marked the first
year that all the candidates for elected office in
Westfield would run for three year terms.
Candidates were announced for two, fullterm Borough Council seats in Fanwood.
One of these seats was held by Republican
Thomas Ryan, Jr., who opted not to seek a
second term this year.
For the Republicans, Councilman Stuart
Kline sought a third term, while first-time
candidate Andrew Calamaras ran for Mr.
Ryan’s seat. They were challenged by Democrats Tom Plante and Donna Dolce.
Additionally, Fanwood Council President
Joel Whitaker joined the Republican ticket
for one of three open seats on the Union
County freeholder board.
In Mountainside, the Democrats chose not
to run any candidates, leaving incumbent
Republicans Paul Mirabelli and Keith Turner
unopposed for the November election.
Culminating a hearing that began in February, the Fanwood Planning Board voted 7
to 2 to deny Toby Two Realty Co., L.L.C.
permission to subdivide a Pleasant Avenue
property. The majority of board members felt
the applicant had not sufficiently demonstrated the subdivision would benefit the neighborhood.

May
The Times was flooded with letters, including ones from all five Scotch Plains
Council members, after the newspaper published a political cartoon on the underage
drinking ordinance that some readers saw as
objectionable and insensitive.
Several Westfield residents attended council meetings to voice their discontent about
the Rahway Avenue traffic calming project.
One of the residents referred to the “bump
outs” as “booby traps.”
The Mountainside Borough Council and
Board of Education officially approved a
resolution and passage of a new budget, with
upwards of $486,000 in cuts made from the
earlier proposed $10.9 million budget that
voters turned down in April.
In addition, private auditors were hired by
the council to confirm the financial figures
cited by the Board of Education. Mayor
Viglianti expressed his concern that the
school board had not been keeping accurate
accounts because it could not point to exact
numbers when questioned.
“The reduction that we’re proposing tonight is not going to cut any programs; it will
give us some tax relief, while guaranteeing
the opening of Beachwood, and the fifth
kindergarten class. We feel we are doing
what’s best for the community and best for
residents,” Councilman Mirabelli said.
With the Scotch Plains Council moving
toward introduction of the underage drinking ordinance, members of the governing
body continued to wrestle with the particulars of the ordinance, as well as its constitutionality and effectiveness.
Early in the month, Mayor Marks expressed some frustration at what he termed
“misperceptions and misunderstanding”
among some residents about the proposal. In
mid-month, the council decided to introduce the ordinance at its May 28 meeting and
then give residents ample opportunity to
comment before any vote was taken.
Without a formal introduction of the ordinance, the council held an informal hearing in
late May to give residents the chance to voice
their opinions on the proposal. Of the 11
people who spoke during the two-hour forum, four expressed support for the ordinance, while seven objected. Mayor Marks
said the public would have another opportunity to speak at the council’s June 11 meeting.
Two of the youths charged in January’s
sexual assault of a 13-year-old female behind Park Middle School pled guilty as
adults in Superior Court. Another remained
in youth detention. Four of the youths faced
prison sentences of up to 10 years.
Mayor McDermott appointed a blue ribbon committee to work with The Atlantic
Group to discuss the development of two
parking decks.

GIFTWARE SALE!!!

Holiday Giftware reduced by:

50% OFF

Christopher
Radko
Retired Styles
50% OFF

Wire Lighted Figures
& Spiral Trees
Values to $150

WOW!

$9.99

Icicle Lights

The Westfield Town Council passed a
$1.7 million ordinance for all of the road
projects in 2002. This combined ordinance
allowed the town to finish the road projects
earlier in the year than it had previously been
able to do.
In the midst of construction at WHS, the
bricklayers staged a walkout, claiming that
subcontractors were using non-union employees.
The Westfield Council combined 45 old,
unfunded ordinances and the consolidated
debts were sold as bonds. Town Administrator Jim Gildea explained that this ordinance
would provide the funding for any outstanding projects and assign a useful life to each
ordinance. The monetary cap on this bond,
totaling $5,973,000, was set based on the
value that fits into deferred charges as of this
year, Mr. Gildea continued.
The Westfield Council approved the 2002
municipal budget, calling for an average $58
increase in the municipal portion of local
property taxes.
The Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association paid tribute to its founder,
Ray Pardon, who led the group for the first
eight years of its existence, at its annual
dinner. Steve Goldberg was chosen to be the
group’s new President.
Scotch Plains Postmaster James McDade
was transferred in the wake of complaints
filed by postal workers and the results of a
workplace climate study by the United States
Postal Service. He was replaced by Jane
Walsh.
Republican David Trumpp was sworn in
as a member of the Fanwood Borough Council, filling the vacancy created by the death of
Mrs. Wood. Active in the local Lions Club
and the Historic Preservation Commission,
the lifelong Fanwood resident had run for a
seat on the governing body three times previously.
Another transition occurred as Donald
Domanoski succeeded Robert Carboy as
Fanwood’s new police chief. He has been a
member of the Fanwood force for 25 years.
In other news, the Planning Board granted
site plan approval for the Ginger Sushi Restaurant, an establishment featuring Japanese
cuisine, which has since opened on South
Avenue next to the China Moon.

June
The Westfield Board of Education debated WHS’s open lunch policy after parents
raised concerns about students playing hooky,
arriving late and engaging in drugs, alcohol
and sexual activity while off of school grounds.
Teachers and administrators responded that
giving the students 40 minutes of free time
allowed them to demonstrate their maturity.
Members of the committee that had been
formed earlier by Dr. Petix recommended the
open lunch policy be retained for juniors and
seniors. They requested stricter enforcement
of the policy, however, including the use of
identification cards, additional personnel to
monitor school exits and WHS administrator
visits to local eateries. If students were caught
breaking the rules, penalties would range
from temporary restriction of open lunch to
an out of school suspension.
It was decided that enjoying lunch off
campus would require a signed contract between a student, his or her parents, and school
administration. The student would be required
to have color-coded identification and would
have to depart through certain doors, which
would be monitored by staff members.
The Scotch Plains Council voted to change
the zoning designation of a tract of land on
Plainfield Avenue to “P”-Public, thereby allowing it to be developed into athletic fields.
The council also decided to modify the summer hours of municipal offices, with hours on
Thursdays being extended into the early
evening and early afternoon closings on Fridays.
The Westfield Town Council expressed its
unhappiness with the salaries at the public
library. Mr. Gildea informed council members that while they approve the budget for the
library, they have no control over the salaries.
The following week, town residents spoke to
the council about how valuable the library is,
while members of the library staff explained
that the salaries were comparable to standards.
After many heated discussions on the legality of the use of religious symbols on town
property, they were deemed to be legal. Mr.
Cockren told the council that he and his firm
had gone over the statutes on use of religious
holiday symbols on town property. He said
the key elements were what the items were,
where they were placed and the message
associated with them.
Mr. Cockren cited the Schundler cases as the
basis for his recommendations. In Schundler
Two, a sign was erected to accompany the
display and the Third Circuit court granted
approval. He stated that if the 2000 display
were challenged in court, that the town would
be likely to succeed. Although the 2001 display would be a closer case, it was his feeling
the town would also succeed in defending it.
Mr. Cockren recommended the addition
of an all-encompassing secular statement,
using the language set forth in the Schundler
case; that the display never be placed in front
of Town Hall, and that the area in front of the
train station not be declared a public forum.
Mayor McDermott stated that he would
like to put everything up that the town had last
year. He also said that the reason he did not
bring it to a vote was because it is a personal
issue and he did not want to put individuals on
one side or another. He added that the council’s
job is to represent the town.
After three more hours of public comment
on the proposed underage drinking ordinance
at the Scotch Plains Council’s June 11 meeting, Mayor Marks said the ordinance would

not be introduced before the start of summer
and would not be considered until September
at the earliest. Later in the month, the Mayor
announced that the ordinance would not be
introduced and was being tabled indefinitely.
Those who opposed the ordinance during
the several hours of public input “appear to
predominate in our community,” the Mayor
said. “This predominating sentiment cannot
be ignored.”
When Mayor McDermott called for the
council to go into closed session to discuss
Policeman’s Benevolent Association (PBA)
negotiations and asked for a vote, the five
Democrat members of the council voted not
to go into closed session, against the three
Republican councilmen and mayor who
wished to do so.
Councilman Goldman wanted more information on alternative health care plan options. Councilman Betancourt stated that they
would not be able to come up with alternatives at that moment, and that the PBA negotiations needed to move forward. He stated
that it was irresponsible to refuse to go into
closed session.
Mr. Gildea said he did not want to derail the
PBA negotiations and that he would bring in
an insurance consultant for the next meeting.
Out of frustration, and citing the late hour,
Mayor McDermott asked for a motion to
adjourn the meeting, which was made by
Republican First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse and seconded by Councilman
Betancourt.
Councilwoman Jacobson said that she had
questions to discuss in closed session and
agreed to change her vote. Councilman
Echausse withdrew his motion to adjourn,
and the council voted unanimously to go into
closed session.
The Westfield Planning Board delayed
ratification of the Westfield Master Plan after
members of the board and the public expressed their concerns at a public meeting.
Concerns ranged from a lack of planning for
recreation and senior housing needs, to historic designation issues.
The Fanwood Planning Board began its
hearing of a variance application by Verizon
Wireless to install 15 antennas on an existing
Public Service Electric and Gas tower in a
residential area between Oak Court and Elm
Street.
The antennas, sought by Verizon to improve its wireless cellular telephone network,
sparked concerns among residents regarding
the safety of the antenna technology involved.
Mountainside residents were upset with
borough officials after they announced that
certain property owners on Prospect Avenue,
Summit Lane and Mill Lane, who have been
utilizing septic systems, would be abandoning their septic systems and be hooked up to
the sanitary sewer system. These residents
had to pay taxes in the past for sewer systems,
when they were not reaping the benefits of
them, and would now be charged again.
The borough Board of Health will make
the determination of whether a resident must
use the sewer system. Under board regulations, if a resident is within a few hundred feet
of a trunk line, the individual will be asked to
hook up.
Borough Attorney John Post said that property owners would be given the opportunity
to pay the assessment for the hookup over a
10-year period, during which time the borough can collect interest.
Prospect Avenue resident Leonard Edelson
said, “it seems to me that you are singling out
this group of people…now we’re going to
give you a sewer system and you have to pay
for what we’re doing, somehow doesn’t seem
fair to us. What you have done is selectively
charged us for something that the whole
community should be paying for.”
President of the Mountainside School
Board, Richard Kress, stated that Beechwood
and Deerfield Schools would open on target
in September. All classrooms and facilities,
he continued, would be available and safe for
use. Mr. Kress explained that a consultant
ensured the board that all extra efforts would
be made over the summer to ensure the opening of the Beechwood School on time for the
2002-2003 school year.
The FBPA held its first Street Fair June 9
along South and Martine Avenues. Spotlighting the borough’s downtown, the event featured an array of crafters, food vendors,
children’s activities and musical entertainment.
The owner of a prospective Internet lounge
appeared before the Planning Board for a
concept hearing, where he announced he would
drop plans for a restricted, adults-only section.
Board members had expressed concern that
the section would be accessed by some patrons
to view pornographic or prurient materials.
The lounge owner said he had only included
the proposal in the first place as a concession to
First Amendment rights. The “cyber-café” has
since opened at the former site of Burgdorff
Realtors at South and Martine Avenues.
Members of the St. Bart’s Softball League
complained about the Fanwood Recreation
Department’s decision not to give the league
weeknight field time at Forest Road Park, in
favor of allowing the Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball League to use the field.
Chairman Russell Wells stated that the
department’s decision was not based on preference for one league over the other, but on
multiple concerns, most notably the safety of
children in the playground area behind left
field at LaGrande Park, where the Old Men’s
Softball League had held their games.
The Old Men’s Softball League has since
been playing at Forest Road Park, while the
St. Bart’s League is using various other fields.
Governor James McGreevey visited Park
Middle School to tout school construction
projects, such as those in Scotch Plains, that
are being funded by state grants.
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CORNER CAROLERS...Members of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Westfield
cornered the market on caroling in the Christmas season at the corner of Elm
and Quimby Streets in Westfield.

DECA Toy Drive Brightens
Holidays for Area Children
SCOTCH PLAINS - Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS) DECA’s
12th Annual Toy Drive turned out be a true
community-wide effort as many residents,
businesses, community and school groups
showed an outpouring of love and concern
for 38 families and more than 200 children
of the Union County Interfaith Council.
According to DECA Adopt-A-Family
Chairperson Sara Finkelstein, sponsors
purchased gifts such as clothing, household goods and toys for their adopted
families who filled out a wish list.
Many of the items were basic needs,
such as shoes, jackets, shirts, sweaters,
undergarments and other clothing articles.
In addition, hundreds of cash donations were made to help the families who
are trying to rebuild their lives. All of the
Interfaith families live in temporary shelters, and many are housed in various

religious houses in Union County on a
rotating basis.
DECA is estimating that in addition to
the adopted families, more than $5,000
worth of clothing, household goods and
toys were distributed.
“We were extremely pleased with the
response this year, and would like to
thank everyone who contributed,” said
Chairperson Sara Finkelstein.
There were so many gifts that DECA
had to use three vans to transport them.
More than 75 DECA students assisted
with the shopping and organizing of gifts,
and attended the holiday party for nearly
100 Interfaith family members.
The party was a huge hit with the
children, who played musical chairs,
broke several piñatas filled with candy,
and received gifts from DECA’s very
own Santa Claus.

PARTY ON…Scotch Plains Fanwood High School DECA students with some of the
children from the Interfaith Council who attended the December 13 Holiday Party.

WHS Pupils to Be Members
Chosen for Region Chorus
WESTFIELD — Nineteen Westfield
High School (WHS) students were recently chosen to be members of the 20022003 New Jersey Region Chorus, Symphonic Orchestra, Wind Ensemble and
Concert Band for Region II.
Auditioning against students from the
Region II area, which encompasses greater
central New Jersey, WHS vocalists Mary
Bogatko, Maurice Blackmon, Arielle
Dance, David Eisenberg, Samantha
Hooper-Hamersley, Max Kaplan, Perri
Koll, Christopher Lynn, Lauren Meriton,
Martha Strickland and Nicholas Williams
were selected for the Region II Chorus.
Instrumentalists Carl Baron, Matthew
Leong, Eunice Park, David Reinhardt
and Donald Williams captured positions
in the Region II Orchestra. Jeffrey Bayne

and Thomas Killian were selected for the
Region II Wind Ensemble, and Ryan
Leonard was chosen for the Region II
Concert Band.
In addition to participating in the prestigious Symphonic Orchestra, juniors Carl
Baron and Donald Williams share the
distinction of also capturing the “1st Chair”
place in the prestigious Region II competition.
WHS vocal teachers Noelle Dachis
and William Mathews and orchestra
teacher Raymond Wojcik praised their
students for their accomplishments.
Linda King, Director of Fine Arts for the
Westfield Public Schools, added, “The
achievements of these students reflect their
exceptional talent and the fine work of their
teachers. We are very proud of their efforts.”

POSTER WINNERS…Second graders, Leah Salituro and Kira Loh, from McGinn
Elementary School in Scotch Plains, took first prize in the annual Fanwood Holiday
Poster Contest. Posters were submitted by students ranging in age from 7 to 13 years
of age. They were judged on Sunday, December 8, prior to the Fanwood Tree
Lighting Ceremony. All 37 posters entered in the contest are on display in the
downtown Fanwood shop windows. Leah and Kira are shown here with their
winning entry depicting several Fanwood landmarks at holiday time.

Thomas Killian to Perform
In Honors Concert Ensemble
WESTFIELD — Thomas Killian, a
junior at Westfield High School (WHS),
has been selected by The National Association of Music Educators (MENC) to
perform in the All-Eastern Honors Concert Band.
Thomas, who plays the tuba, piano
and violin, was one of 600 of the most
musically talented high school students
in the Eastern region of the country to be
chosen by MENC. With the assistance of
Raymond Wojcik, WHS music teacher
and coach, Thomas will prepare challenging music that he will perform as a
tubist on Sunday, March 9, 2003, at the
Veterans Memorial Auditorium in Provi-

dence, R.I., as part of MENC’s Eastern
Division Spring Conference.
Prior to the performance at Veterans
MemorialAuditorium, Thomas will spend
three days rehearsing under the leadership
of one of the four prominent conductors
who will be conducting student ensembles
at the March 9 concert in Providence.
“Tom is a highly accomplished musician on three instruments who has distinguished himself as a member of prestigious student ensembles in New Jersey
and New York,” commented Mr. Wojcik.
“He is a deserving recipient of this
honor,” added Mr. Wojcik, “which will
enrich his music education experiences.”
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PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION…The Scotch Plains Public Library recently acquired the microfilm of its 1963 to 1979 copies of The Times of Scotch PlainsFanwood. The library’s original newspaper copies were deteriorating, yellowing
and some were torn. Seated, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and Councilman
William F. McClintock, Jr. compare the original document to the microfilm version
shown by Library Director Norbert Bernstein. Pictured, behind Mayor Marks,
Horace R. Corbin, Publisher of The Times, looks on with pride.

FW Planning Bd. Approves
Woodland Ave. Subdivision
By ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite concerns raised by residents
and Fire Chief Rick Reganthal, the
Fanwood Planning Board voted to approve a minor subdivision and variance at
81 Woodland Avenue by a 5-3 margin at
Wednesday’s regularly scheduled meeting.
The owner of the subject property, Toby
Two Realty, made their initial bid for the
subdivision and variance at the September
23, 2002 meeting. Peter Wolfson, of the
law firm of Porzio, Bromberg and
Newman, representing the applicant, continued the presentation at Wednesday’s
meeting.
The requested subdivision would entail
splitting the existing Woodland Avenue
property into two separate lots, thereby
creating a second lot fronting on St. John’s
Place. A variance is required in addition to
the subdivision, as the frontage on the St.
John’s lot would only be 34.1 feet, instead
of the 50-foot minimum currently required
by the borough.
Mr. Wolfson advised that one of the
adjacent lots on St. John does not have
adequate frontage and although the other
adjacent lot has more than adequate frontage, the owner is not interested in selling a
portion of their lot to his client to enable
them to comply with the 50-foot requirement.
A revised site plan was presented at the
meeting to address concerns raised at the
previous meeting. Borough engineer Rick
Marsden indicated that he was satisfied
with the revised site plan, but wished to
discuss certain technical issues with the
applicant’s engineer to ensure compliance
with borough requirements.
In order to address fire safety concerns
raised by the Fire Department, Mr. Wolfson
called Robert Malanga, a fire protection
engineer to testify on behalf of the applicant. Mr. Malanga testified that although
the fire department had expressed concern
regarding accessibility to the proposed
house, he believes that it would not pose
any greater risk than existing houses on the

block. Mr. Wolfson also indicated that his
client was willing to install an additional
fire hydrant in the area.
Fire Chief Rick Reganthal voiced his
concerns regarding access to the proposed
house. The chief explained that when responding to fires, the department normally
pulls their trucks up along side the front of
the house. However, as the proposed lot is
at the end of the street, they would have to
pull the nose of the trucks up to the property. He questioned where their trucks and
other emergency vehicles would park, in
light of the smaller frontage. When the
applicant indicated willingness to widen
the road, Chief Reganthal advised he would
then be more comfortable with the proposed application, as a wider roadway
would provide more room for emergency
vehicles.
Neighbors who attended the meeting
expressed concerns regarding the impact
an additional house would have on the
character of the street and their property
values. Joseph Jacobi of St. John’s Place
requested the board oppose the application, advising that granting such a request
may set a bad precedent, encouraging others in the neighborhood to seek similar
subdivisions.
The board members who voted in favor
of the application indicated that they felt
the fire safety concerns had been adequately addressed by the applicant with
the offer to pay for an additional fire
hydrant and the widening of the roadway,
while those dissenting believed the fire
safety issues were sufficient to oppose the
application. The application was conditionally approved, requiring the applicant
to pay for the installation of a fire hydrant
and the widening of the road, employ
proper storm water management, grant an
easement to Elizabethtown water to improve water pressure, install water detention basins in consultation with the borough engineer and install utilities underground.
The next regular meeting of the planning
board is scheduled for Wednesday, January 22.
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HERE COME THE HEROES...During the annual Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Memorial Day Parade, an almost endless line of fire engines made their way
down Park Avenue, reminding parade attendees of the bravery of local rescue
personnel.

MEN IN BLACK…With black tuxedos and boutonnieres filled with white roses,
senior men from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School waved to the camera
before jetting off in limousines to enjoy prom night.

Landmark Communities Makes Presentation
On Fanwood Downtown Development Project
By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A special meeting of the Fanwood
Borough Council was held at Borough Hall last Monday night. Landmark Communities made a presentation to the council and the public, in
order for a final decision to be made
regarding the confirmation of Landmark as the developer for the Redevelopment of Downtown Fanwood.
Mayor Louis Jung began the meeting with providing extensive background on the selection process of
the developer.
He explained that the, “Downtown
Redeveloper Selection Committee”
was formed to meet and review the
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) that
was prepared by the Borough attorney and planner. In June of this year
the council approved the RFQ to go
out for bids. Four proposals were received by the August 30 deadline.
These proposals were sent to the
Mayor and council, and to the Review Committee. The eleven members of the Review Committee are:
Mayor Jung, Council President Joel
Whitaker, Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell, Planning Board Chairman
Greg Cummings, Planning Board
Vice Chairman Eric Hess, Borough
Administrator Eleanor McGovern,
Borough Planner Richard Price, Borough Engineer Richard Marsden,
Borough Attorney Mark Peck,
Wilfred Coronato, an attorney, and
Downtown Coordinator Clayton
Pierce.
The committee conducted four
meetings, interviewing each firm and,
after an extensive discussion, gave a
unanimous recommendation on November 11 that Landmark Communities be designated as the developer
for downtown.
Borough Planner Richard Price
explained in detail what went into
this final decision. The four developers that originally considered were
Landmark Communities, AST, B&E
and Pinnacle. All four had a history of
successful developments throughout
the state and the financial capabilities to take on this project. Pinnacle
was eliminated from consideration
because they planned to redevelop
only the residential area, as opposed
to the entire retail area, and this did
not meet the Borough’s outlined objectives. Pinnacle was given the opportunity to be reconsidered, however they chose to withdraw.
Mr. Price stated that prior to the
interview process, each developer
received the same set of questions, to
be addressed in their proposal. The
subjects included: how current tenants would be handled; fiscal impacts; density, with any deviations or
benefits; low and moderate income
housing; the impact on Downtown
Fanwood and beyond the redevelop-

$3999

ment area; parking; and how the developer would work in partnership
with the Borough to realize the plan.
Mr. Price felt that these questions
were very important: “When you first
looked at the concepts presented by
the developers, there were not that
many stark differences, however the
details regarding what was proposed,
and the impact it would have, revealed significant differences.”
Mr. Price stated that prior to the
interview process “the committee
members were given a comparison of
all three proposals, so that going into
the interviews they had a strong sense
of what the differences were between
the proposals, and the qualifications
of the developers.”
The interviews of the three remaining developers were held in two meetings, each two hours in length.
After the interviews, the committee members came to a unanimous
decision regarding the ranking of the
three developers. This ranking would
also assist the Borough if for some
reason Landmark was incapable of
reaching a satisfactory developer’s
agreement or some other impediment
to their working on the project. The
ranking was based on criteria such as
financial capability, experience on
similar projects, past performance and
success, professional competence on
similar projects, the project schedule, sensitivity and understanding of
the project, and adherence to the
goals and objectives established by
the Borough.
Mr. Schwartz declared that, “in the
end, Landmark was felt to be the
developer that most closely met the
Borough’s criteria, objectives and
vision for redevelopment. They were
first place in all criteria, not just one.”
Mr. Price went on to give specific
examples of the reasons why the other
two developers, AST and B&E, fell
short in the ranking.
AST indicated that they planned to
demolish the entire site at one time,
therefore completely shutting down
the area for six months. The committee felt they showed a lack of sensitivity to the retailers because they provided no contingency plan for how
the existing merchants would be
handled. AST had development experience but not specifically with
redevelopment, and this lack of experience in dealing with the displacement of existing tenants and making
provisions for that situation was unacceptable to the committee. Their
design was felt to be less creative than
Landmark’s ideas, for example regarding a parking area of typical
paved asphalt, as opposed to a more
appealing solution. AST did not extend the retail portion entirely along
South Avenue. This conflicts directly
with the committee’s desire to utilize
this main commercial area to the full
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extent possible with retail development. AST did not provide a “mixed
use” concept, where residential and
retail are combined, instead proposing a separation between residential
and retail development. The
committee’s research has shown that
in successful downtown areas it is
crucial to have this mix take place.
Their plan also called for offices on
the second floors of buildings, however the redevelopment plan requires
that the upper floors be residential. Of
the three developers, AST’s plan had
the lowest tax rate, and they were
requesting tax abatements, which was
undesirable. Finally, the committee
felt that AST had a “fractured management” situation, were not a unified team, and lacked flexibility regarding the concept.
The shortcomings of B&E were
also explained. The density they proposed was considered excessive regarding units on the property and
parking spaces. As a result, the physical design was too tightly configured
and did not accommodate such issues as trash dumpsters. The design
was presented as Victorian in theme,
however the committee felt it was a
twenty-first century interpretation,
with exterior materials that did not
reflect the true Victorian ideal. This
design issue was of great importance
to the committee. B&E’s development plan had focused inward rather
than outward, going against the
committee’s desire that orientation
focus outward towards South and
Martine, in an attempt to spur development in the surrounding area.
Mr. Price revealed the reasons Landmark Communities was given first
ranking by the committee. They felt
this developer’s proposal had a commitment to the Borough that went
beyond the other two proposals, and
had shown initiative by looking at
the town for two years, spending a lot
of time in the community, as evidenced by their knowledge of the
area, and speaking to the tenants that
would be displaced as a result of the
construction. They felt Landmark had
thought beyond the boundaries of
the project, for example how they
would integrate the train station parking lot into their design, and demonstrating design features that could be
extended to other properties. The
committee was particularly impressed when shown examples of how
renderings envisioning a completed
project turned out to be the actual
reality of the finished project, as opposed to the end result being much
different than anticipated.
Finally, the committee placed merit
in the fact that this company has a
great deal of experience specifically
in downtown redevelopment, with
specific examples being given in
Metuchen, Rahway and Bound
Brook.
Joel Schwartz and Jim Constantine
spoke to the council members and the
public on behalf of Landmark Communities, and presented a slide show
of these three projects, which they
deemed highly successful. Mr.
Schwartz stated that their experience
on these projects “guided the process
of their analysis of Fanwood’s downtown and the evaluation of the RFQ.”
He spoke of Landmark’s vision for
Fanwood, “the creation of an active
and attractive retail district,” including areas he called “special places”

within downtown, for example an
outside eating area, and housing that
would be located on top of the retail
spaces, with “a quieter enclave” of
housing separate from retail. He
wishes to “make a place in the spirit
of the locality, with all the elements
integrated together.” He addressed
the desire of the committee that the
area be “a real catalyst to all around
it,” potentially inspiring development of the surrounding blocks.
Mr. Schwartz answered questions
from the council and the public in
attendance. Councilman Stuart
Kline, Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell and a resident all voiced
concerns regarding quantity of parking. Mr. Schwartz responded that this
issue was of primary importance in
their mind, and they believed that
with street parking, the new internal
streets that would be created and the
train station parking lot being available for use on weekends, this would
not be a problem.
Councilwoman Mitchell brought
up the issue of “eminent domain,” the
right of the government to take private property for public use, and if
this situation would occur in this
project. Landmark responded that in
their experience they have always
been able to strike deals with property owners, and had not been involved in any eminent domain situations.
Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden asked how tenant relocation would be handled. Mr. Schwartz
explained that the construction
would be done in phases, beginning
at Second and South Avenues, and
proceeding east towards Martine
Avenue. All current buildings would
be destroyed. The maximum amount
of time that tenants would be out of
their space would be six months, and
they would be given the opportunity
to move into retail space vacated by
merchants deciding not to continue
at the location. All merchants will be
given the choice to occupy retail
space in the new buildings. It is anticipated that there will be an increase of 20 percent to 30 percent in
retail space after the project is completed, because there will be no gaps
in between buildings as there is now.
A business owner from South Avenue requested that Landmark make
a presentation to all the retailers in
the area that would be affected, to
inform them directly of the plans, and
Mayor Jung stated that this meeting
will be coordinated.
A resident asked the council and
Landmark what financial impact this
project would have on residents, and
if there would be an increase or decrease in property taxes as a result. Mr.
Schwartz explained that the retail and
residential development will generate substantial tax revenue, with very
little cost, because the people who
choose to live in this type of area are
shown to have very few or no children
of school going age, therefore taxes
would not be required to pay for school
costs. He feels that “fundamentally
the project is a tax generator, without
requiring a lot of expenses or costs to
the municipality.”
At the conclusion of the meeting,
the council unanimously voted to
accept a resolution choosing Landmark Communities as the developer
for the Downtown Revitalization
project.
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MANNEQUINS READY FOR VALENTINE’S DAY…The mannequins in the
window of Victoria’s Secret on East Broad Street have been causing quite a stir for
some Westfield residents, who believe the Valentine’s Day display is a bit too risqué.

FIRST FLIGHT...President George W. Bush waves from the steps of Airforce One
just before take off from Newark Airport. The President was in New Jersey to
support Congressman Mike Ferguson at the Newark Sheraton.

UNDER INVESTIGATION…According to prosecutors, the site, pictured above,
is where the alleged assault on an eighth grader by five students from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School occurred. Officials said that the victim was taken
out of the Park Middle School building on Park Avenue, then forcibly dragged
to this creek embankment in a wooded area about 100 yards from the school.

Westfield Election Law Enforcement Commission Filings Reviewed;
More Than $30,000 Expended During 2002 Mayoral Campaigns
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In this third and final installment of
the Election Law Enforcement Commission (ELEC) series, the 11-day
pre-election and 20-day post-election filings for Westfield Town Council candidates and October 15 filings
for political parties will be reviewed.
All candidates and committees are
required to report a contribution that
exceeds $400 from a single source,
including if a single source gives them
a total of $400 during the entire campaign or calendar year, depending on
which filings are required of them.
Municipal committees and clubs are
required to file their annual designation forms on July 1 and their financials
on a quarterly basis, on the 15th of
April, July, October and January.
While candidates have to file an
initial form to declare their candidacy and where they will bank, they
also must file a 29-day pre-election
report, an 11-day pre-election report
and a 20-day post election report.
There are three political committees in Westfield, including the
Westfield Democratic Committee, the
Westfield Town Republican Committee and the West-PAC.
The Westfield Republican Committee took in $39,456.48 during the
year according to its October filing.
During the year, the committee received $400 from Amalgamated General Agencies (AGA), the town’s risk
manager; $1,000 from Keith and
Kathleen Hertell and $4,800 from
Rosemarie and James Hughes.
During the quarter, the committee
spent over $3,000 on candidate photos, data files from William
McClintock Associates, advertising
and tax return preparation.
As of its October report, the
Westfield Democratic Committee reported having taken in $14,777.91
for the year. There were no donations
in excess of $400 from a single source.
During the quarter, the committee

spent over $1,300 on fundraising,
postage, printing and advertising. It
also spent $20 for the mailing and
copying of the ELEC forms.
Additionally, the committee spent
over $900 on an “in-kind” contribution, meaning it spent money on behalf
of a candidate, for walking palm cards
for mayoral candidate Tom Fuccillo.
The West-PAC, chaired by
Westfield resident Sal Antonelli, filed
an initial registration statement in
June. In the forms, the committee said
it would be making no expenditures
other than election-related ones, and
that 10 percent of its funds were expected to be raised outside of New
Jersey. However, the committee did
not file any financial paperwork, or
bank depository information.
On October 24, First Ward Democrat candidate Mark Kuehn filed a
pledge to not exceed an expenditure
of $3,000. On the same day he filed
his financial statement, which showed
that he had taken in $4,880 for his
campaign, but at the time reported
spending no money. In Mr. Kuehn’s
20-day post-election report, which
was filed two days late, he reported
having taken in $6,255 and spending
$3,693.50.
The day before the election, the
Westfield Democratic Committee
made a $1,000 disbursement to Mr.
Kuehn’s campaign. He reported
spending $2,600 on printing and over
$1,000 on postage. He closed his
report out with $924.34, having spent
over $5,000 on the entire campaign.
First Ward Republican candidate
Sal Caruana reported having brought
in $7,282.83 in his 11-day pre-election day report. Mr. Caruana reported
having brought in $3,000 from Andrew and Joanne Muldoon, as well as
an in-kind contribution of $1,067.83
from the Westfield Town Republican
Committee for postage costs.
In Mr. Caruana’s 20-day post-election report, it is noted that $6,662.67 was
given as an in-kind contribution by the

Westfield Town Republican Committee for mailings, as was $670.35 from the
Echausse for Council Committee.
It was reported that he spent over
$1,800 for stamps, over $1,200 for
brochures, $1,850 on advertising,
$1,557.50 on a campaign dinner, over
$200 for T-shirts and badges, over
$200 for automated telephone calls
and over $200 on cigars, among other
minor expenses.
It was reported that he took in a
total of $18,465.85 and spent a total
of $19,746.69, but closed his report
with $2,725.88 left over.
Second Ward Democrat council candidate Dave Owens filed his 11-day
pre-election report 12 days late. In it,
Mr. Owens reported having taken in
$3,812, and spending $1,275 on printing and postage. In his 20-day postelection report, he filed as having
$1,126.61 on hand, and spending
$316.14 on printing and gatherings,
thus closing out his report with $860.47.
However, he also filed as having an
outstanding obligation to pay approximately $3,000 for direct mailing costs.
Second Ward Republican Councilman Rafael Betancourt reported
in his 11-day pre-election filing that
he had taken in $32,004.68 for his
campaign. He received an in-kind
contribution of $489.48 from the
Westfield Town Republican Committee for postage for a campaign
mailer.
Councilman Betancourt spent
$2,677.92 in this report, with over
$1,000 for the printing of his campaign brochure, over $600 on advertising and over $500 for postage,
among other expenses.
In Councilman Betancourt’s 20day post-election report, he reported
having taken in a total of $34,941.25,
and spending $18,690.92 since the
11-day pre-election filing, for a total
expenditure of $29,325.94. He also
reported taking in nearly $2,000 from
the Westfield Town Republican Com-

mittee for a campaign mailer.
In his expenses, he included over
$5,000 for printing and mailing costs,
over $5,600 for a campaign party and
$1,750 for a political consultant,
among other expenses. He also donated $250 to the Children’s Museum of Central Jersey and $50 to
Kean for Assembly. Councilman
Betancourt closed his report with a
total of $5,615.31 left over.
Third Ward Democrat candidate
Councilwoman Claire Lazarowitz filed
a statement promising not to spend
more than $3,000 during the course of
the election. The only other filing available for her was a report filed on October
29 stating that she had received an inkind contribution of $1,000 from the
Election Fund of Lawrence Goldman
for printing and mailing.
Third Ward Republican council
candidate Andrew Skibitsky reported in his 11-day pre-election
report as having taken in a total of
$9,329, and having spent
$4,391.37. He also took in $813.38
from the Westfield Town Republican Committee for postage and
printing. Among other expenditures, he spent over $1,600 on the
printing of a brochure.
As
of
Councilman-elect
Skibitsky’s 20-day post-election
filing, he had taken in $12,082.85
and spent $10,366.14. Since the
11-day pre-election report, he also
received an in-kind contribution of
$5,104.47, but did not list what it
was for.
Among his campaign expenses were
$1,335 for design work, over $200 for
telephone calls and over $300 for stamps.
At the closing of his report, there was still
$2,143 left in his account.

Fourth Ward Democrat candidate
Councilman Lawrence Goldman reported having $6,341.33 in his 11-day
pre-election report and having spent
$2,413.60. In his expenditures are listed
$275 for literature, $138.60 for letterhead and envelopes, and a $2,000 credit
for a bulk mail permit. He also made a
$1,000 in-kind contribution to the Election Fund of Claire Lazarowitz.
In Councilman Goldman’s 20-day
post-election filing, he reported bringing in another $250, but spending no
money, closing out the report with
$3,599.19.
Fourth Ward Republican candidate Christopher Panagos reported
having taken in $4,513.40 in his
11-day pre-election filing and having spent $1,007 on the printing of
campaign literature. He also received an in-kind contribution of
$795.95 from the Westfield Town
Republican Committee, but did not
list what it was for.
In Mr. Panagos’ 20-day post-election
filing, he reported having brought in a
total of $8,623.86. He also listed an inkind contribution of $3,487.97 for mailers, photographs and coffee from the
Westfield Town Republican Committee. During this period, Mr. Panagos
spent $1,342.74, including $600 for
food, over $500 for advertising and over
$200 for automated telephone calls. He
closed his report with a zero balance.
In Democrat mayoral candidate
Tom Fuccillo’s 11-day pre-election
filing, he reported having brought
in $16,210.85 and having spent
$7,500 on postage. He took in
$1,625.40 in contributions during
this period, $500 of which was a
donation from Elizabeth Mayor J.
Christian Bollwage.

In his 20-day post-election filing,
Mr. Fuccillo reported having taken in
an additional $575, bringing his total
up to $16,785.85. He reported spending no money during this period and
closed the report with $6,397.58, having spent a total of $10,388.27.
In Republican Mayor Gregory
McDermott’s 11-day pre-election filing, he listed having brought in
$15,586.06, including $7,751.06 for
this period, and spending $3,429.89.
Donations included a $500 contribution from Ward and O’Donnell Management Company and a $1,361.06
in-kind contribution for postage from
the Westfield Town Republican Committee. Among his listed expenditures were over $2,000 for postage
and $500 on public relations.
In Mayor McDermott’s 20-day
post-election filing, he reported having taken in a total of $34,512.56,
$6,749.74 of that total during this
period, and spending $11,022.31.
He also reported having brought in
$5,749.74 as an in-kind contribution from the Westfield Town Republican Committee for coffee, publicity and mailers.
Mayor McDermott reported spending over $300 on postage, over $100
on printing, over $400 on T-shirts,
$1,750 on publicity, over $700 on
telephone calls and $1,555 on election night catering. He closed his
report with $14,196.71 left in his
account, having spent a total of
$20,315.85 on the campaign.
All of the ELEC filings can be
found at www.elec.state.nj.us and all
of the ELEC violations from
Westfield and Union County can be
found at www.goleader.com/
02nov05/elec.pdf.

YEAR END
CLEARANCE
Time is running out for 2002 pricing.
Save now on every style, including all
firmnesses and sizes. If you have
been thinking of purchasing new bedding, now
is the time while you
can still take
advantage of the
current year's prices.

SAVE 35-50%
BANCROFT
SUGG.
TWIN EA. PC. 240
FULL EA. PC. 360

With the help she needs at hand, there is simply time to enjoy. At Patient Care,
our business is understanding the world of the older person. Since 1975, our
compassionate staff has provided the in-home support services the elderly need to
live as fully and independently as possible.
For more information and a free nursing assessment, call 908-654-5656.

patient
careinc.
Hourly and Live-in Certified Home Health Aides • Comparisons • Nurse Visits
24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week • www.patientcare.com • 120 Elm Street, Westfield
ACCREDITED BY JCAHO

SALE
$119
$189

CRYSTAL
SUGG.
TWIN EA. PC. 330
FULL EA. PC. 450
QUEEN SET
1110
KING SET
1570

SAPPHIRE
SALE
$179
$249
$599
$849

SUGG.
TWIN EA. PC. 520
FULL EA. PC. 640
QUEEN SET
1490
KING SET
2250

SALE
$279
$349
$799
$1199

SAVOY
SUGG.
TWIN EA. PC. 830
FULL EA. PC. 1000
QUEEN SET 2240
KING SET
3170

SATURN
SALE
$439
$539
$1199
$1699

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

SUGG.
970
1170
2580
3660

SALE
$539
$649
$1399
$1999

PLUS SAVE AN ADDITIONAL 25%

ON CLOSE OUT 2002 FLOOR SAMPLES & STOCK
The new year is almost here and we need to make room for the latest
fabrics and styles. Right now save an additional 25% on close out 2002
floor samples and stock. Quantities are limited and this special sale
is for a limited time only. So visit today for the best selection and savings.
Shifman. Handcrafted for quality and value since 1893.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908)756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 • (973)427-1848
Monday thru Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5
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I Tried to be Careful Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa For Understanding
When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonderment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was
on my mind. I thought I’d been good most of the year
and that Santa would be good to me.
He’d understand that when I broke Mr. Jones’
window with the foul ball, that it was an accident. I
was sure Santa would also understand that when we
heard the shattering glass, there was a moment of
panic. Yes, we all ran and even thought we’d get
away with it – undiscovered.
Our mothers knew about that broken window
before we ever got home. A stern lecture and direct
orders to go over to Mr. Jones and confess that I did
it – that’s what I got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern
and asked if I’d rake and weed his garden to help pay
for it. I did. He then thanked me for owning up and
asked that I be more careful next time. I think he even
smiled, now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because
Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer bicycle.
Christmas then was also such a happy time of the
year – everyone smiled and wished all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. For a moment, at
least, there was “Peace on Earth and Goodwill
Towards Men.”
I didn’t understand political correctness back then.
The only thing I believed was that Merry Christmas was
the warmest possible greeting that one person could
give to another. It was only pure good in the intent.
Well, after all those years, I might have broken a
few other windows since – but I always owned up. I
tried to be careful, Mr. Jones. And thank you, Santa,
for understanding.
I still think it’s okay to say, “Merry Christmas.”
In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas, everyone
– and Happy New Year!

United Fund Brings Joy,
But Charity Is Tougher Now
It was a little disconcerting to
learn that the United Fund of Westfield has only achieved two-thirds
of its fundraising goal for the year.
Many needy people living within
our region depend on the assistance provided by the agencies
that are part of the United Fund.
In 1998, Alan Gutterman, then
President of the Board of Trustees
of the United Fund of Westfield,
reflected on how people need to
give of themselves in order for
communities to truly achieve the
harmony that all of us desire. He
wrote:
“Peace on earth requires more
than good wishes. It means reaching out to all people. The holidays
are a special time to reach out and
share our joys by bringing happiness to others in our community.
The United Fund of Westfield is
devoted to bringing peace and joy
to everyone.”
He further wrote that the people
being helped say: “Thank you for
helping me feed my hungry family; Thank you for helping my 15year-old daughter stay sober;
Thank you for giving my son a

safe and nurturing place to go
after school, while I’m still at
work; Thank you for providing
my grandmother with a hot meal
every day; Thank you for helping
me care for my mother with
Alzheimer’s; Thank you for taking me to my dialysis treatment
twice a week.”
The holidays are brightened for
children, families and the elderly
by special seasonal activities conducted by United Fund agencies,
and the spirit of caring and sharing continues throughout the year.
In this way, people stay connected
as a community. Individuals, particularly those coping with
lonliness, health problems, financial worries and the like, feel less
alone.
We hope that everyone considers helping the needy with that
one gift that may have been overlooked. Consider giving a donation to the United Fund or to another favorite local charity. If times
seem to be a little tougher for you
right now, imagine how tough
things might be for those less fortunate.

May 9, 2002

Proposed Ordinance for Underage
Drinking Will Violate Our Rights
I have been watching the progression
of this ordinance’s development in this
town with dismay. Never an activist for
the Bill of Rights, 17 does however
certainly recognize an encroachment on
my basic freedoms with the possible
passage of this ordinance.
When I attended the informational
meeting last September, I was shocked
at the attendees’ general acceptance of
this proposed ordinance. First, all seem
to think that this will “cure” underage
drinking in these towns, replacing parental authority with that of the local
police force, which is the rationale and
driving force behind this ordinance. We
all agree that there is a problem, and it
needs to be addressed—but not at the
cost of one of our basic freedoms.
Second, I vehemently object to the
situations in which the local police will
have the authority to enter private residences without a warrant. As proposed,
the investigation would be initiated upon

February 21, 2002

“a complaint from a concerned citizen or
an officer’s observation that underage
drinking is taking place on private property”. I don’t think that any of us, in any
of our towns, like to think that having
several cars in the driveway and out
front of the house would be valid grounds
for searching our houses. Even casting
aside our rights, this would subject our
towns to the possibility of numerous and
expensive lawsuits whenever searches
take place without proper warrant
Third, when I protested the violation
of our rights at this meeting, several
people in charge seemed to think that
this loss of our rights was “worth it if it
just saved the life of one teenager”. To
that, .I offer Ben Franklin’s famous quote
from 1759: “They that can give up essential Liberty to obtain a little temporary
Safety, deserve neither their Liberty nor
Safety.”
Kristen Paparefla
Scotch Plains

Kevin Walsh to Resign
From Westfield Council
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At last week’s Westfield Town Council meeting, Third Ward Democrat
Councilman Kevin Walsh announced
that he will be resigning from his position as of Friday, January 24. Councilman Walsh has accepted a position as
an Assistant United States Attorney for
the District of New Jersey. The United
States Attorney General prohibits federal prosecutors from engaging in political activity.
Because of his resignation the Democratic Party will be permitted to present
three names for the entire council’s
consideration. The full council will then
vote to choose one of the people presented and that person will serve for the
remainder of Councilman Walsh’s term,
which expires at the end of 2003.

May 23, 2002

CartoonWas In Poor
Taste, Reader Believes
I am writing in response to the editorial
cartoon in your paper regarding the proposed ordinance against underage drinking
in Scotch Plains. To say I thought it was in
poor taste is putting it mildly.
There will always be two sides to an issue.
Some will agree and some will disagree. As a
newspaper, you have the right to share your
opinion as well. But to associate the issue of
underage drinking with a historically violent
and abhorrent event is unprofessional on your
part. There was nothing humorous about the
Holocaust nor is there anything humorous
about the potential problems associated with
underage drinking.
It seems that you feel the community has
deep seeded fears about what the police
“might” do. And yet, when there is a serious
problem…a fight, a car accident, a choking
child, a heart attack the first line of defense
most commonly thought of is to contact the
police. They are seen as the protectors, the
people who can get the job done, the very
people we rely on. Why would anyone assume the police would be less professional in
the way they handle entering a home in the
case of an underage drinking party?
My understanding of the ordinance being
proposed is that it does not allow the police to
have any additional “power”. It is designed to
be a deterrent to underage drinking. It assigns
a consequence to the underage drinkers to
make them think twice about repeating the
behavior in the future. It is designed to help
insure the safety of the youth in this community. The passage of the ordinance speaks
volumes to kids. I believe it sends a clear
message to the youth of Scotch Plains that
their community is concerned about their
safety and is committed to do what it can to
help insure that safety.
The Municipal Alliance has provided the
community with factual information on the
proposed ordinance. Your paper has the
opportunity to help get that factual information out to the community. I suggest it would
be a better use of editorial space for you to do
that and leave emotion out of it.
Anne Wischusen
Scotch Plains
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Victoria’s Secret Defender Cautions
Against Old Fashion Ignorance
I have lived in Westfield my whole
life. I was brought up through the Westfield school system and have been active
in many programs supported by the town.
Being a young woman and a native
Westfielder I can tell you that Westfield
is a wholesome and wonderful place to
grow up in and live. Our family values
are strong but also reasonable.
Westfield is a progressive community
that thrives on the open and intelligent
minds of its citizens. The heart of this
town is still the same.
Westfielders respect and care for others; we help in times of need and we
encourage each other to expand and grow.
The same respect and growth was seen
when my 99-year-old great-grandmother
was a young woman living in Westfield.
It seems that in an attempt to bring
back “old fashion” values, opponents of
the windows at Victoria’s Secret have
brought back old fashion ignorance.
I have been to Victoria’s Secret downtown and I know the shopkeepers by
name and they are always willing to help
me find anything that I am looking for.
Labeling a store “money-grabbing” is
hasty and just plain mean.
Arguments that plastic mannequins in
bras are vulgar imply that a women’s
body (even the plastic anatomically in-

correct form of one) is something so
lewd that it should be shrouded from the
eyes of women and children.
A women’s body should not be thought
of as proactive; it should be thought as
natural and beautiful.
Underwear in a store window cannot
cause any harm to a child. Explain to
children that women are beautiful and
are to be respected by humans. A parent’s
guidance is immeasurable. In times like
these there are more important efforts to
focus on.
Women are being oppressed in other
countries; not by bras and panties, but by
laws. Energy focused on these windows
is misdirected.
I am not the only one who feels this
controversy is outdated. I have many
friends who want Victoria’s Secret in
town? When I look at the windows downtown I see beauty not sex. I do not think
it should be up to a minority to decide
what 40,000 people are allowed to look
at.
Victoria’s Secret does not promote
sexuality; it promotes lingerie. Of course,
if some residents can’t understand this,
how can their children?
Meredith DeMarco
Westfield

February 7, 2002

Parent Says Victoria’s Secret Promotes
Sexuality and Doesn’t Belong in Westfield
I am a resident and concerned parent
and citizen in this town. My family has
enjoyed living here for the past 10 years.
Our town is a beautiful community – a
place where you want to raise your children, a place where you can instill, good
morals and values.
Living in Westfield is wonderful.
Westfield has an old town feeling in
which you walk down the street and are
able to greet and see your neighbors and
shop owners by name. However,
Victoria’s Secret has come to town.
I have shopped at Victoria’s Secret in
the malls. I like their merchandise and I
believe they have quality products, however Victoria’s Secret does not belong in
Westfield.
I am a mother of three children: Lauren,
13, Jimmy, 11, and Ian, 10. Karen and
Jimmy attend Roosevelt Intermediate
School. When Lauren and Jimmy walk
home from school they pass by Victoria’s
Secret. My children do not need to see
sexy lingerie promoted in the window.
At this point while I am writing this
letter, there are see through thongs, bras
in the many windows in the front of the
store. My daughter doesn’t need to be
influenced by these items to think she
should dress this way (therefore promot-

ing sex at a young age) and my son
doesn’t need to be lead to believe this is
how women should dress (therefore again
promoting sex at a very young age).
Years ago, (approximately 5) there
was a “Foundation” store in town next to
Epsteins Bootery. This store had bras
and girdles in the window, but it did not
promote sexuality. They were the type
of garments anyone’s grandmother wore.
Victoria’s Secret is promoting sexuality and it is wrong for our children in
this community. I do not want my daughter and sons to be influence by this
insensitive, money-grabbing store.
During the fall season The Westfield
Leader and Roosevelt Intermediate
School presented articles in their respective papers about Victoria’s Secret and
compiles with the articles and toned
down their storefront.
Well, it’s almost Valentines Day and
apparently the smack on the fingers has
worn off. I don’t think the store belongs
in town and if I gather a bunch of friends
(many in number) and picket the store. I
will do it. Please help keep this a sweet
old town. Victoria’s Secret isn’t shown
on “Ed” TV is it?
Michelle Hefferman
Westfield

February 7, 2002

Leader Reader Is Outraged About
Town of Westfield Suing Itself
I write to express my outrage at the
Democratic majority on the Town Council for their disgracefully political decision to waste our tax dollars to intercede
in a lawsuit against the recent ward
commission.
Let me first say that I was quite anxious
to see what the agenda of the new majority on the council would be. I wondered
whether they would put more money into
the police department, fire department,
hire some additional crossing guards or
maybe even pave my bumpy street.
Instead they have chosen the lowest
road possible, to waste our tax money to
further their political aims. A short recap of this mess is in order for those that
may not know what is going on.
The ward commission rendered its
report last year, adding some streets
from ward three into ward two to balance the population of the wards based
on the latest census. Sensing that this
new alignment was somehow harmful to
the Democrats, former Mayor Tom
Jardim rounded up a grand total of two
people out of more than 15,000 voters to
sue the ward commission to overturn the
results. The legal bills of the ward commission will, undoubtedly be paid by us,

the taxpayers, when this frivolous lawsuit is thrown out since the statute entitles the commission to be reimbursed
for their reasonable and necessary expenses.
As if this wasn’t enough, the Democrats on the Town Council have decided
that they are “morally outraged” at some
of our citizens being ‘disenfranchised’,
and this past week voted to spend an
additional $17,500 of our money to intercede in this lawsuit on behalf of the
plaintiffs. The net result is that the taxpayers of the Town of Westfield are now
on the hook for the legal fees of both the
plaintiffs and the defendants in this lawsuit. What could possibly be a more disgraceful waste of our money than funding
lawyers on both sides of a lawsuit, especially when the Town was not a party and
thus did not have to do anything?
Apparently, we are in for a year of the
Democrats wasting our money to further
their political agenda and putting money
in their lawyer friends’ pockets. I only
hope the voters remember when November rolls around.

Elizabeth Schweitzer Nilsen
Westfield

January 31, 2002

Spelling Bee Head Judge Disappointed
With Poor Behavior of Adults at Bee
On Tuesday, January 22, the Junior
Women’s Club of Westfield sponsored
the first of three Spelling Bees for Westfield students as we have done so for
more than ten years. It is unfortunate
that I am compelled as Head Judge for
this event to write this letter.
To the adults in the audience who
booed the judges when a question arouse,
pertaining to the spelling of one word, I
have several thoughts. First, what are we
teaching the more than 90 contestants
and their siblings and friends when we,
as adults, act in such a manner? Is this
what we want to teach our children about
respect for others? About following the
rules? About how to resolve disagree-
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ments? About sportsmanship? About
basic manners and etiquette?
The actions of numerous adults in the
audience were shameful. I hope that this
letter will act as a reminder to us all that
our children and our community deserve
better role models than exhibited on
January 22nd.
To the children in the audience and to
the contestants, I commend you for your
restraint in not joining in with the group of
adults. Perhaps you may use this letter as
a conversation point with your peers and
your family members about how one should
and should not conduct themselves.
Pam Wiaczek
Westfield

May 23, 2002

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tuberon – A shark
2. Tinnitus – A whistling or ringing in
the ear
3. Hystricine – Resembling a porcupine
4. Iatrology – The science of medicine
PILIGEROUS
1. Covered with hair
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. Shaped like a cap
4. Given to theft or robbery; untrustworthy
LOUP-GAROU
1. A small globular vessel of polished
brass
2. A gold coin of France, first struck in
1640, in the reign of Louis XIII
3. In aviation, a downward spiral
4. A werewolf
NOTONECTAL
1. Pertaining to the night
2. Having wits; sense; understanding
3. Having the back below in swimming, as certain insects
4. Having only a particially developed
spinal cord
OEUVRES
1. Literary works
2. Eggs
3. A genus of dipterous insects whose
larvae infest the nasal passages of sheep;
a gadfly
4. A drink resembling mead, composed of wine and honey, drunk by the
ancient Greeks

February 14, 2002

Alamenos Thank Town
For Support Since 9/11
I could not let another week go by
without sending this long overdue letter.
I need to thank the entire Westfield
community for the generosity, love and
support that you have given us since
September 11th.
We moved here five years ago because we wanted to raise our children in
a warm, family centered town. I thank
my lucky stars every day that we chose
Westfield for our home.
From the beginning, I have felt that I
was not in this alone. The Police Department has been absolutely incredible.
Chief Bernard Tracy, Detective Jim
McCullough and Detective Sandy Chambers have been immensely helpful, caring and available whenever I need them.
The United Fund has taken care of us
in countless ways — from setting up our
support group, to applying on our behalf
to the various funds, and most importantly, acting as a clearing house for
information and gifts for our families.
Linda Maggio, our “den mother,” has
been extraordinarily sensitive to our wish
for some privacy at a time when the rest of
this experience has been so painfully public.
Westfield is so lucky to have her and the
others members of the United Fund staff.
The local Red Cross chapter was instrumental in arranging for a private bus
to take us to the memorial service at
Ground Zero, for feeding us, comforting
us, taking care of us. Thank you.
I also want to thank Sal Carauna, Matt
Forstenhausler and everyone who worked
tirelessly to get the Westfield Cares program up and running. I know I speak for
all of the September 11th families in my
appreciation to all the vendors, professionals, restaurants, etc. for your remarkable statement of support and generosity.
Finally, there are not enough ways to
say thank you to our friends and neighbors, our friends at The Sundance School,
our friends from the JCC (Jewish Community Center) in Scotch Plains.
Andy grew up in this same kind of
small town where everyone cares — it’s
why we chose Westfield; it’s why we
were so happy to find our great “family”
of neighbors on Hazel Avenue. I know
that he would be so proud of the way you
have taken care of our family. Thank you
from all of us.
Sally, Joe and Nina Alameno
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - press@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
In Person - 50 Elm St., Westfield
1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains

Submittal Formats
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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executive board member of the N.J.
chapter of the National Employment
Lawyers Association, and is a member of the Labor and Employment
Law Section of the New Jersey State
Bar.
Mr. Roth earned his BA
in Business Administration from Rutgers in 1978,
and his law degree from
Rutgers School of Law,
Newark, in 1981. He is
formerly of Woodbridge
Township.
Mr. Roth won major
verdicts against wellheeled Fortune 500 employers, including a $1.4
million jury verdict in
Roth
2000 for a Hamilton
Square man who’d been
unfairly fired from his job for a health
condition.
The other attorneys on the DPI list
are Neil Deutsch of Hackensack,
Edward F. Broderick, Jr., of
Morristown, Sheldon Pincus of
Clifton, Walter Lucas of West Orange, Ty Hyderally of Teaneck,
Patricia Breuninger of Scotch Plains,
Maureen Binetti of Woodbridge,
Gerald J. Resnick of Hackensack
and Bruce Atkins of Hackensack.

HATS OFF TO GIRL SCOUTS…Brownie Troop Nos. 630 and 961 recently
coordinated the collection of new hats, scarves, mittens, gloves and socks at
Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield. All donations will benefit the needy.
The collection was part of the Westfield scouts’ Mitten Tree Project, which takes
place annually and was organized by Junior Troop No. 522. The girls, pictured
left to right, are: Back row, Samantha Jackson, Taylor Barber, Sian Scott and
Allegra Larché, and front row, Alexa Kochis and Brianne Zelko.

Fanwood to Receive $57,000
Grant for EMS and Fire Dept.
WASHINGTON — Rep. Mike
Ferguson, R-N.J., announced Thursday that the Federal Emergency
Management Agency has awarded
$57,185 to the Fanwood Fire Department to improve its fire and rescue
services.
The Fanwood grant is part of a
$360 million federal program designed to support more than 5,000
fire protection, EMS delivery and
prevention programs nationwide.
The Fanwood Fire Department,
which has protected the community
since first opening in the late 1800s,
is an all-volunteer department.
“Sept. 11, 2001, proved that having well-trained and well-equipped
fire and EMS teams are essential to
protecting our neighborhoods and
families,” Ferguson said. “These
brave men and women volunteer their
free time and put their lives on the
line to ensure our safety. They must
have the best training and equipment, and these important federal
funds will help to achieve that goal.”
According to the U.S. Fire Admin-

SANTA’S HELPERS…The Merrymen Sing for Gadabouts with the outreach
activity of the Old Guard of Westfield. A group of guys in red vests and ties sing
for nursing home and senior groups. One of the holiday season “sing-outs” was
performed for the Mountainside senior group - the Gadabouts. The vocal and
instrumental selections also included sing-along by the audience on some of the
favorite tunes. Schedule the Merrymen to “sing-out” for you by calling Mike
Shepnew (908) 233-0572.

Bagger-Kean Measure Okayed
For High School Poll Workers
TRENTON — Legislation, S-1366
and A-415, enabling 16- and 17year-olds to become election poll
workers, was signed into law December 13 by Governor James
McGreevey. The legislation was
sponsored by Senator Richard H.
Bagger and Assemblyman Thomas
H. Kean, Jr., and supported by Assemblyman Eric Munoz, M.D.
“This measure will assist our election officials in increasing the number of available poll workers for
General and Primary elections, as
well as for school elections. This is
also a great opportunity for high
school students to get more involved
in the elective process as they approach their 18th birthday and the
right to vote,” Senator Bagger said.
Mr. Kean said the legislation would
increase the available pool of election poll workers, which has been on
the decline in recent years. He noted
that adults affiliated with either the
Republican or Democratic parties
will be chosen for poll worker slots
first. Remaining openings will be
filled by persons unaffiliated with
either of the two political parties.
Sixteen- and 17-year-olds will be
considered unaffiliated and, as such,

would never constitute a majority of
workers in polling places.
Besides being at least 16 years old,
the legislation would require poll
workers to be United States citizens
and enrolled in high school.
“This legislation will familiarize
our young people with democracy at
work. Statistics have shown that our
high school and college students are
not taking an active roll in our elective process. We need to reverse this
trend and I believe this legislation is
a starting point in accomplishing that
goal,” Mr. Kean said.
He added the legislation institutes
a number of safeguards for high
school poll workers. Applicants will
have to submit written statements
signed by their parents or guardians,
giving them permission to serve as
poll workers. They will also have to
get written permission from their
school, in case training or elections
are held during school hours.

istration, a division of FEMA responsible for the grants, the funds
can be used to train additional
firefighters, including specialized
training for dealing with mass casualty incidents and biological or
chemical terrorist attacks. The funding also can be used to purchase
equipment to protect firefighters from
environmental hazards, including fire
and airborne toxins. Also, the local
department can purchase extrication
and fire suppression equipment such
as the Jaws of Life and fire hoses.
Ferguson voted for the annual appropriations bill for the Department
of Defense that included funding for
the fire department grants.
USFA serves the American public
and the nation’s fire services through
training, data collection and analysis,
public fire education, and fire protection technology research. For more
information, including national fire
statistics, visit the USFA web site at
www.usfa.fema.gov or call Tom
Olshanski, USFA Grant Information
Coordinator, at (202) 646-3068.

total $477,500. To secure the additional
monies, a crew of volunteers made
countless phone calls to remind
Westfielders about the importance of
their giving. In doing so, they joined
scores of townspeople who have assisted Frank Isoldi, Jr., general campaign chairman, and his committee
heads in handling the myriad of tasks
associated with a campaign of this size.
The status of the annual drive is
exhibited in the now-famous thermometer outside the United Fund headquarters at the town train station. As donations flow in, the mercury is painted to
coincide with the percentage of monies
donated to that point.
“April ends our fiscal year,” said Mrs.
Maggio, noting that the goal must be
reached by then or the record of successful campaigns will come to a halt.
For more information about the United
Fund please call (908) 233-2113.

Donate Your Car
American Red Cross
Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Help Cant Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)
One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible • Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model • Cars Trucks & Vans
*Some restrictions apply.

Advertising supplied by SAS

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

STOREWIDE

WINTER SALE
&

YEAR END

CLEARANCE
SAVE 25-50%
AND MORE

Your Home Town

20 Stirling Road, Watchung
New Jersey 07069
(908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne
New Jersey 07506
(973) 427-1848

YEAR END
SAVINGS
OPEN
NEW YEAR'S
DAY

Open 7 Days SUNDAY 1-5

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local (908) 789-2730
Toll Free (888) 489-9680
Pager (908) 535-8244
obrand@ivymortgage.com

HENKEL-HARRIS
Rice Carved Bed
SALE 40% Off

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

See it all on the web in color . . .

GET TO KNOW
OUR STAFF

www.goleader.com

C E RT I F I E D T R I A L L AW Y E R S

Karen Jacobs graduated from the Physical
Therapist Assistant program at Essex County College in 1994. She was accepted into
the Phi Theta Kappa honor society for outstanding academic achievement. She
gained experience in patient management
and treatment approaches in both the hospital and the private practice settings. Her
treatment focus was neurologic, orthopedic and pediatric rehabilitation.

Jim Hely

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a
Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
*

INJURY CASES

When your
kids refuse
to listen,
try us.

Karen realized her full potential by graduating from the Physical Therapy program at
New York University in 1999. Her course work established a strong orthopedic foundation. Karen advanced her treatment strategies and manual
techniques through additional orthopedic training. She is an active member of the American Physical Therapy Association and remains committed
to continued professional growth through ongoing educational endeavors.
Karen joined ADVANCED Physical Therapy Associates in 2001. Her
experience and skill enable her to effectively manage patients with a
wide variety of conditions and injuries. Although Karen’s academic and
professional achievements are noteworthy, her greatest single asset is her
ongoing devotion to her patients and her career.

If parenting has you at wit’s
end – call The Caring Line.
We’ll provide a sympathetic
ear and try to help you
make sense of things again.

Therapists like Karen are responsible for our reputation as the ﬁnest
private practice in the state.

THE CARING LINE

1 888 320 CARE
•

WESTFIELD — For the past 28
years, the United Fund of Westfield has
met the goal in its annual campaigns.
This year, amid American economic
woes, the task of reaching the $673,000
objective will require additional work
and the need for donors to continue their
charitable giving.
“People need help in these times,”
says Linda Maggio, United Fund executive director, alluding to those who
utilize the services of the 22 agencies
that receive funding from campaign
donations.
Mrs. Maggio, who has been in her
post for nearly three decades, has seen
the campaign weather past storms during economic downturns.
“Many times people dig deeper to
help out in these times,” she states. “We
are hopeful that this year we will see the
same type of effort.”
Pledges and donations to this point

OWEN BRAND
MORTGAGE BANKER

WEISEMANHELY
DI/IOIA BOYLE
WOOF WOOF!...Happy Holidays
from Emmy Plant

Page 5

United Fund Slowed
At Two-Thirds of Goal

Atty. Gary Roth Achieves
N.J. ‘Ten Leaders’ Status
WESTFIELD — Westfield resident Gary E. Roth has been named to
“The Ten Leaders” of Employment
and Discrimination Law in Northern
New Jersey for 2002 to 2003 by
Digital Press International (DPI) of Fort Lee.
Mr. Roth is a partner of
the Scotch Plains firm
Leib, Kraus, Grispin &
Roth, P.A., and has just
completed his term as
president of the Union
County Bar Association.
Mr. Roth has won several major verdicts and
settlements for clients in
establishing himself as
one of the leaders of emGary
ployment and discrimination law.
Employment discrimination attorneys represent employees and professionals in discrimination, wrongful termination and severance matters. They consult with corporate
managers and officers who have been
illegally terminated, such as a result
of forced layoffs.
Mr. Roth is a member of the New
Jersey and American Bar Associations as well as the Association of
Trial Lawyers of America. He is an

Thursday, December 26, 2002

•

ADVANCED

•

Free • Anonymous & confidential • 24/7
Nonjudgmental • Referrals available

PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSOCIATES

210 North Ave., East, Cranford • 908-276-0237
www.advancedpt.info

A service of Children’s Specialized
Hospital and CONTACT We Care.
746580
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Reader’s Testimony Reflects
Power of Prayer in Healing
By NANCY PLUM TUTHILL

MR. AND MRS. ANDRÉ PARENT
(She is the former Miss Susan Stokes)

Miss Susan Stokes
Marries André Parent

Childcare provided

City, Utah, as matrons of honor.
Serving as bridesmaids were Miss
Julie Parent of Georgia, Vt., the sister
of the bridegroom, and Miss Meg
Saunders of Alexandria, Va.
Robert Long of Ann Arbor, Mich.
was the best man. The groomsmen
included Alan Parent of Georgia, Vt.,
the brother of the bridegroom; Earle
Stokes of Westford, Mass., the brother
of the bride, and Jim Despres of
Fayston, the brother-in-law of the
bride. Jack Despres, the bride’s
nephew, was the ring bearer.
The bride, a graduate of Westfield
High School, earned a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Exercise Physiology
from the University of New Hampshire in Durham, N.H. She is employed as a sales manager at Bombardier Capital in Colchester, Vt.
A graduate of Bellows Free Academy in St. Albans, Vt., the bridegroom received a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in History from the University of Vermont and a Master of Business Management Degree from St.
Michael’s College in Colchester. He
is employed as a District Sales Manager at Bombardier Recreational
Products in Colchester.
Following a wedding trip to Grand
Cayman Island, the couple resides
in Winooski, Vt.

The First Baptist Church

See it all on the Web!

170 Elm St., Westfield, NJ

www.goleader.com

Miss Susan Stokes, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John Stokes of
Fayston, Vt., formerly of Westfield,
was married on Saturday, August 17,
to André Parent. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Roger Parent of Georgia,
Vt.
The ceremony took place at the
Waitsfield United Church of Christ
in Waitsfield, Vt., with the Reverend
Jonathan New officiating. A reception followed at the 1824 House in
Waitsfield.
Escorted down the aisle by her
father, the bride had her sisters, Mrs.
Sarah Stokes Despres of Fayston and
Mrs. Leigh Stokes Hopkins of Park

Celebrate
Christmas
with our Family
Candlelight Service of
Readings and Carols
7:30 pm Tuesday, December 24
Preceded at 7:00 pm by
Music for Meditation

908-233-2278 / www.fbcwestfield.org

)+-

TRANSMISSION &
SERVICE CENTER
Your Peace Of Mind People!

Leaks? Slippage? Improper Shifting? Adjustment?
Expert Advise & Repair You Can Trust. . .Guaranteed.

As we celebrate this Christmas
season, many around the world rejoice in the great gift Christ Jesus
gave to all mankind — spiritual
healing.
The discoverer of Christian Science, Mary Baker Eddy, wrote in
her book, “Science and Health with
Key to the Scriptures,” that “Jesus
established his church and maintained his mission on a spiritual
foundation of Christ-healing. He
taught his followers that his religion had a divine Principle, which
would cast out error and heal both
the sick and the sinning” (page 135).
The following account of a healing experienced through prayer by
Allen Coleman, a member of our
church, First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Westfield, was recently
printed in The Christian Science
Journal, November 2002.
What freedom my friend and colleague has experienced! I, too, am
grateful for the many healings —
gifts of God’s ever-present love —
I experienced over the past 40 years.
“Some years ago, I awoke one
morning to the frightening discovery that I could hardly walk or lift
my hands above my head; all
strength seemed to have left my
hands and my body. I started to pray.
“I knew that God was with me,
and that this difficulty was not part
of the spiritual selfhood He had
given me. That knowledge wasn’t
just something abstract or philosophical. I was sure that God loved
me and that He was in control of
every part of my body.
“Those powerful assertions of
Truth helped me to remove the initial fear. As I continued to pray, I
knew that I could live the truth of
Jesus’ words: ‘Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect’ (Matt. 5:48). I
took that as a directive to see myself
as God saw me — as a spiritual idea,
not as a sick mortal in a material
body, experiencing fear and pain.
“I continued to pray like this for
several days, and I was soon able to

move about with less pain and more
freedom in my arms and hands. Although I was more at peace mentally, the physical condition persisted. So I called a Christian Science practitioner to pray with me.
“The practitioner helped me to
understand God’s unconditional
love for me. And she encouraged me
to accept His presence and power in
my life. I talked with the practitioner each day for about a month. She
continued to assure me that God,
the ‘one primal cause’ (‘Science and
Health,’ page 207) had never sentenced me to illness; therefore, I
had His authority to reject anything
that wasn’t good. My prayers were
supported and inspired by daily
study of the Bible and ‘Science and
Health.’
“At one point, I seemed to relapse. I turned again to the Bible
and found help in this verse from
the book of Nahum: ‘What do ye
imagine against the Lord? He will
make an utter end: affliction shall
not rise up the second time’ (Nah.
1:9).
“This passage helped me to stand
my ground against discouragement
and defeat, and I continued to insist
mentally that my prayers and those
of the practitioner were powerful
and effective. The result was that I
was healed completely and permanently. Now, I’m back to my daily
routine, including church work,
weekly dancing lessons and even
my dance dates twice a month. I can
only say, Thank you, Father.”
Allen J. Coleman, Edison, N.J.
The testimony of Allen J. Coleman
first appeared in the November 2002
issue of The Christian Science Journal (http://www.csjournal.com). ©
2002 The Christian Science Journal.
Reprinted with permission. All rights
reserved.
* * * * *

Nancy Plum Tuthill is First Reader
and Allen J. Coleman is Second
Reader at the First Church of Christ,
Scientist, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

JCC, Congregation Beth Israel
To Host Annual Comedy Night
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey and Congregation Beth Israel
will host their third annual Comedy
Night, featuring Vinnie Brand and
Lenny Marcus, on Saturday, January
4, at 8 p.m. at Congregation Beth
Israel, located at 18 Shalom Way in
Scotch Plains.
Mr. Brand has been featured on
“Comedy Central,” the “Rosie
O’Donnell Show” and MTV. The
comedian’s live performances have
included Stand Up New York and
The Comic Strip in New York City.
Mr. Marcus appears regularly at
New York’s The Comic Strip Live
and the Gotham Comedy Club. He
has also been featured in commercials, as well as one of the New Faces
in Montreal’s Just For Laughs, an
annual comedy festival.
Tickets are $25 per person and
include light refreshments.
Interested individuals are asked
to respond by Tuesday, December

24, by calling Susan Lemerman, Director of Cultural Arts and Education, at (908) 889-8800, extension
no. 205.

Knitting Class on Tap
Beginning in January
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Y,
located at 220 Clark Street, will
offer a knitting class for all levels
and ages. Participants will have an
opportunity to learn to knit or to
brush up on stitches from basic to
complex.
Classes will be held on Thursdays beginning January 9, from 7
to 8:30 p.m. Registration is currently underway.
After registration, participants
will be given a list of materials
needed for class. For more information, please call Barbara Karp
at (908) 233-2700, extension no.
263.

GRAND OPENING
Marz Carpets
H o n e s t , Re l i a b l e C a r p e t S a l e s & S e r v i c e

1509 East Front Street, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7900

.4-- 20 Point Check & Road Test  Towing Avaliable

www.neilschembrecpa.com
 For all your individual, business, tax
preparation and financial needs.

 Assist with maximizing college
financial aid.

 Ask about special combination plan (one
low price for tax prep and financial aid
Assistance).

 Personal individual attention. All calls
are returned within 24 hours.

 Serving the community for over 18 years.

“Save time and money. Let a professional
prepare your taxes this year.”

Weavers Make New Curtains
To Adorn Miller-Cory House
WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum in Westfield recently
celebrated the arrival of long-awaited
curtains for the front bedchamber,
which were dedicated and hung by
the Westfield Weavers Guild.
Guddy Chehayl and Widney Moore
of the Weavers Guild made the original curtains for the museum in 1973.
However, continuous use coupled
with sun damage caused the curtains
to disintegrate.
Before weaving the new pairs of
curtains, the Guild consulted experts
in historic American textiles, so that
the fabric would be appropriate and
the style authentic for the time period
of the museum – 1740 to 1820.
S. Rabbit Goody, an author and
textile historian, was consulted. She
accompanied Jean West and Guild
members to the museum to make sure
the curtains would be historically
accurate. The curtains are composed
of fine, unmercerized cotton and were
woven on a loom in a plaid pattern.
The colors pick up those in the
coverlet on the bed – natural white,
indigo blue and turkey red. They
were hemmed by hand and are hung
on a wire.
To pay for the curtains, the Guild
used money it won for one of its
displays at a conference of the MidAtlantic Fiber Association.
The Westfield Weavers Guild was
founded in 1947 by 12 people with an
interest in weaving and related crafts.
They meet at members’ homes and
share information and techniques.
Phyllis Hirsch of North Plainfield, a
Past President of the Guild, led the
dedication ceremony at Miller-Cory
on November 10. Joining her were

weavers Patricia Lambert of Lakehurst
and Lois Breslauer of Scotch Plains,
who also designed the pattern, and
Ellen Hess of Cranford, who sewed the
curtains by hand. Ms. Hess, a past vice
president of the Guild, is also a volunteer at the Miller-Cory House Museum.
“The public is invited to view the
newest addition to the museum,” said
Miller-Cory President Patricia
D’Angelo. “We are so thrilled with
these beautiful curtains from the
Westfield Weavers.”
Located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
the museum is open on Sundays from
2 to 5 p.m. Volunteers in Colonial
dress lead tours and prepare meals
over a Colonial open-hearth fireplace.
For further information, please call
(908) 232-1776.

Series to Spotlight
Jewish Philosophers
WESTFIELD — Rabbi Lawrence
Troster will return for a fourth year to
present a four-week mini-series at
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield on
important Jewish philosophers and
the cultures in which they lived and
worked.
Rabbi Troster will discuss Philo of
Alexandria, Moses Maimonides,
Mordecai Kaplan and Hans Jonas.
The mini-series will take place on
Wednesdays, January 8, 15, 22 and
29 from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
There will be a $5 admission
charge, payable at the door. Temple
Emanu-El is located at 756 East
Broad Street. For further information, please call Carolyn Shane at
(908) 232-6770.

First Baptist Church Reveals
Christmas Eve Highlights
WESTFIELD — The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will celebrate Christmas
Eve with a traditional candlelight
service of readings and carols at 7:30
p.m. on Tuesday, December 24.
The church’s ministers will share
brief meditations on key figures in
the nativity story, and the Chancel
Choir will provide anthems, one accompanied by bells.
The Christmas Offering will be split
between the Baptist Home in Newark
and the new affordable housing initiative of the Westfield/Mountainside
Ministerium, the Westfield Interfaith
Community Preservation Corporation.
Special music for meditation will
precede the service. Minister of Mu-

sic William Mathews and high school
student Kelly Yang will play pieces
for organ and flute. For more information, please call the church office at
(908) 233-2278.

UNICO Aids Victims
Of Italian Earthquake
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of UNICO National is raising
funds for Italian Earthquake Relief. A
goal of $30,000 has been established
by the UNICO Chapter and UNICO
National Foundation.
This is the second time in the last
20 years that regions of Italy have
been struck by an earthquake. Anyone wishing to contribute may call
Randy Pisane at (908) 233-3320.

Celebrate Christmas Eve at

First Congregational Church

ICE ALL: Domestics • Imports • Standard • Automatic
WE SERV
RV’s • 4x4’s • Front Wheel Drive • Clutches

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE & HEAVY TRUCK REPAIRS

COLONIAL CURTAINS…Members of the Westfield Weavers Guild prepare to
hang new curtains at the Miller-Cory House Museum. Pictured, left to right, are:
Ellen Hess, a Miller-Cory volunteer and member of the Westfield Weavers Guild;
fellow Guild members Lois Breslauer, Phyllis Hirsch and Patricia Lambert, and
museum volunteer Eleanor Smith, accepting the new curtains.

125 Elmer Street, Westfield

(a member of the United Church of Christ)
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Shop
at home
Estimates
By Appt.

Carpet, Vinyl, Tiles & Laminates
Pre-Finished Wood Flooring
In-Stock Remnants

Tuesday, December 24th
Children’s Pageant, 5 p.m.
Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols, 10 p.m.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

70 North Avenue, Garwood
(1/2 mile east of McDonalds)

908-301-9779
• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.

Visitors are always welcome! Child care is available.
For further information on membership & activities,
please call (908) 233-2494 or visit our website at
www.westfieldnj.com/fcc

Christian Science Sentinel

Radio Edition
Sundays at 7:00 a.m.

Former Federal Prosecutor

NEIL F. SCHEMBRE, CPA
266 NORTH AVENUE
FANWOOD NJ, 07023-1318
908-322-6066

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001
Fax: (908) 301-9008
STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
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Horace Westbrook, 80, Army Veteran;
Was Manager at Johnson & Johnson
Horace Westbrook, 80, of Scotch
Plains died on Tuesday, December
10, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Born in South Hampton County,
Va., he was a resident of Scotch Plains
for 75 years.
Prior to retiring, Mr. Westbrook was
employed for many years with
Johnson & Johnson, as the manager
of baby products in Skillman and as
a salary analyst. He had also worked
in the company’s human resources
department in New Brunswick to
improve minority representation.
He additionally had been employed
in the personnel department of the
Job Corporation in Piscataway.
Mr. Westbrook was a United States
Army veteran of World War II.
He graduated from Seton Hall Uni-

DEATH NOTICE
Susan Sepenuk, 57

versity in South Orange and was one
of the first African-American members of the Alpha Kappa Psi Fraternity.
He was a Trustee at St. John’s Baptist Church in Scotch Plains.
Surviving are his wife, Jacquelin
Westbrook; a daughter, Dr. Susan E.
Sawyer; two sons, Roger Westbrook
and Horace M. Westbrook; two sisters, Annie Lee Brantley and
Rosabelle Johnson, and three grandchildren.
Funeral services were conducted
on Saturday, December 14, at St.
John’s Baptist Church.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Judkins Funeral Home
in Plainfield.
December 26, 2002

DEATH NOTICE
Ruth Croft Foster, 85

Susan Sepenuk, 57, died on
Thursday, December 5, at her home
in Cambridge, Mass.
Born in Jersey City on June 7,
1945, she moved to Westfield with
her family in 1955, where she lived
until she graduated from college in
1967. She lived the rest of her life in
Cambridge.
Ms. Sepenuk was a graduate of
Emerson College in Boston. A very
talented writer, she worked for many
years at The Herald newspaper in
Boston, where she wrote a weekly
column called “Serendipity.”
She was a member of several book
clubs at public libraries in Cambridge.
She is survived by a sister, Joyce
Garson, and brother-in-law, Albert
Garson, of Matthews, N.C., along
with many loving aunts, nieces,
nephews and cousins.
A service of remembrance was
held at The Giragosian Funeral
Home in Watertown, Mass. on Thursday, December 19.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be sent to the Lupus
Foundation.

Ruth Croft Foster of Oakmont,
Pa. died on Tuesday, December 17,
2002 at age 85.
Formerly of Westfield, N.J., she
was the wife of the late Gilbert E.
Foster. She was the mother of James
G. Foster of Cedar, Mich. and Joan
F. and her husband, Robert C.
Stewart, of Oakmont, and the grandmother of Craig Stewart of San Francisco and Chris Stewart of
Oakmont.
Ruth graduated from Bucknell
University, Class of 1939, with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Education. She taught biology for 18
years at Roosevelt Junior High
School in Westfield, enjoyed traveling, collected and sold antiques,
and was a former member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
There will be a memorial service
at Longwood of Oakmont on Friday, December 27, 2002 at 10:30
a.m. In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to
Oakmont’s Boulevard Project, P.O.
Box 206, Oakmont, Pa. 15139. Arrangements are by the Thomas D.
English Funeral Home, 378 Maryland Avenue Oakmont, Pa. 15139.

December 26, 2002

December 26, 2002

– Obituaries –
E. Harriet Lee, 94, Owned Leader;
Past President of Overlook Twigs
E. Harriet Lee, 94, a lifelong resi- mer residence in South Dennis, Cape
dent of Westfield, died on Thursday, Cod, Mass., also was a member of the
December 19, at her son’s
South Dennis Historical
residence on The Belcort
Society.
Farm in Keswick, Va.
She was a 1928 graduate
Mrs. Lee was the former
of the Katharine Gibbs
owner and Publisher of The
School.
Westfield Leader. The
She was predeceased by
newspaper was started by
her husband in 1990.
her father-in-law and sucSurviving are her son,
ceeded to her husband,
Walter James Lee, and a
Walter John Lee.
brother, Robert F. Lee of
She was a Past President
Whitehouse Station.
E. Harriet Lee
and member for over 40
There will be no visitayears of The Overlook Twigs of Over- tion. A funeral service was to be held
look Hospital in Summit.
at 1 p.m. on Monday, December 23,
She additionally was a member of at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Burial
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in was to follow at Fairview Cemetery
Westfield, the Echo Lake Country in Westfield.
Club in Westfield, the Watchung
Arrangements are under the direcRiding and Driving Club and the tion of the Gray Funeral Home, 318
American Horse Shows Association. East Broad Street in Westfield.
December 26, 2002
Mrs. Lee, who maintained a sum-
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Herbert Schreiber, Jr., 80, F&AM Master;
Chemical Engineer at AT&T/Bell Labs
Herbert Schreiber, Jr., 80, of Bayville
died on Friday, December 6, at his home.
Born in Elizabeth, he had lived in
Westfield before relocating to Bayville
in 1985.
Mr. Schreiber had been a chemical
engineer at AT&T/Bell Labs in Murray
Hill for 25 years prior to his retirement
in 1985. Earlier, he had worked for
General Electric for 10 years.
He served in the United States Army
during World War II.
Mr. Schreiber was awarded a
bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from the New Jersey Institute of
Technology in Newark in 1949. He
received a Master of Business Administration degree from Rutgers University in Newark in 1958.
He was a member of the Tau Beta Phi
honors engineering fraternity.
Mr. Schreiber was a past master of the
Free and Accepted Masons Raritan
Americus 61 and a staff organist for the
Grand Masonic Lodge of the State of
New Jersey.
Surviving are his wife of 56 years,
Josephine Schreiber; a son, Andy
Schreiber; two daughters, Susan Miller
and Nancy Van Sickel, and five grandchildren.

Services were held on Monday, December 9, at the Village Lutheran
Church in Lanoka Harbor.
December 26, 2002

Mildred H. Wright, 97
Mildred H.Wright, 97, of Toms River
died on Friday, December 13, at Community Medical Center in Toms River.
Born in Englishtown, she had been
a Westfield resident before moving to
Toms River in 1973.
Mrs. Wright was a member of the
Women’s Club of Westfield, as well as
of the Bridge Card Players and Chaulk
Board Squares, both of Toms River.
She graduated from the Trenton Normal School.
Surviving are a son, GeraldW.Wright
of Long Valley; a daughter, Joan W.
Kovacs of Mantoloking; four grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
A funeral service was held on Monday, December 16, at the Anderson &
Campbell Funeral Home in Toms River.
December 26, 2002

Grace Caserta, 88

Frances R. Oliveri, 95, of Westfield
died on Sunday, December 15, at
Westfield Center-Genesis ElderCare.
Born in Messina, Italy, she came to
the United States when she was one
year old. She had lived in New York
City prior to moving to Edison in
1989. She moved to Westfield six years
ago.
Surviving are two daughters,
Kathryn Giattino and Joan
Ciancimino; five grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren.
Services were held on Tuesday, December 17, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

James Douglas Bruce, 6, of Scotch
Plains died on Thursday, December
19, at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in New York City.
Born in Livingston, James was a
first-grade student at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains.
He was a member of the Cub Scouts
and the Boys’ Club at the Woodside
Chapel in Fanwood.
Surviving are his parents, Allan
and Patricia Bruce; his sister, Laura
Bruce; his grandmother, Mary Bruce
of Scotland, and his grandfather,
Daniel Cheyne, also of Scotland.
Funeral services were to be held at
11 a.m. on Monday, December 23, at
the Woodside Chapel.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Children’s Specialized Hospital, 150 New Providence Road, Mountainside 07092.

Grace Caserta, 88, of Scotch Plains
died on Friday, December 20, at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of Union
County in Berkeley Heights.
Born in Summit, she lived in Scotch
Plains since 1955.
She was predeceased by her husband, Joseph Caserta, who died on
February 12.
Surviving are a son, Joseph R. Caserta
of Covington, La.; a daughter, Nancy A.
Siegriest of Shawnee, Okla.; two brothers, Phil Cianciulli of Summit and Mike
Cianciulli of Scotch Plains; two sisters,
Mary Cianciulli of Summit and Louise
Netek of Fort Worth, Tex.; three grandchildren and a great-granddaughter.
The funeral was to be held at 9 a.m.
on Monday, December 23, at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood. A Mass was to be
offered at 10 a.m. at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment was to follow
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
may be made to the American Cancer
Society, P.O. Box 815, Elizabeth 07207.

December 26, 2002

December 26, 2002
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Susan Cleary Baitz, 53, Interior Decorator;
Previously Managed Furniture Business
Susan Cleary Baitz, 53, of
Mountainside died on Saturday, December 14, at her home.
Born in Cape May, she had lived in
Westfield before relocating to
Mountainside in 1988.
Mrs. Baitz, an interior decorator,
was the owner of Cleary Interiors in
Westfield and later in Mountainside.
She had earlier managed Lloyd’s Furniture Store in Somerville for 15 years,
until 1988.
She graduated in 1978 from the
Pratt Institute in NewYork City, where
she earned a degree in interior design.
Surviving are her husband, Thomas Baitz, and a brother, Kevin Cleary
of Martinsville.
The funeral service was conducted
on Tuesday, December 17, at the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
in Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made

Thursday, December 26, 2002

to the Oncology Research Department, Overlook Hospital, 99 Beauvoir
Avenue, Summit 07901.
December 26, 2002

Frances R. Oliveri, 95

James Douglas Bruce, 6

Extra Community News

Program to be Presented
On Pediatric Weight Loss

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS…The First Congregational Church of Westfield
recently marked the start of the Christmas season with its traditional Advent
Festival, an afternoon of holiday crafts, tree-trimming and carol singing. Pictured
above, Lori Siegel and sons Ryan and Darian construct an ornament. Visitors are
invited to attend Christmas Eve services at the church on Tuesday, December 24,
at 5 and 10 p.m.

First Congregational Sets
Christmas Eve Services
WESTFFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street, will
hold Christmas Eve services on
Tuesday, December 24, in the sanctuary.
During the 5 p.m. service, the
Church School will present its annual Nativity pageant. Children are
invited to put on a shepherd or angel costume and join in the procession.

A traditional candlelight service
of lessons and carols will be held at
10 p.m., with music by
Mendelssohn, Holst, Adam, Handel
and Rutter.
First Congregational, a member
of the United Church of Christ, is
equipped with a wheelchair ramp
and an infrared listening system for
the hearing impaired. For further
information, please call the church
office at (908) 233-2494.

Torah Center Announces
Winter Youth Programs
WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center in Westfield has announced its schedule of children’s
programs for the upcoming winter
session.
The Torah Tots program, for youngsters ages two-and-a-half through four,
will be offered Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., beginning January 13.
The program will feature age-appropriate stories, crafts, games and
activities and supervised free play,
along with a kosher snack. The fees
are $150 for the 15-week Monday
morning series and $275 for children
registering for both Mondays and
Wednesdays.
Beginning January 16, a Jewish
Story Hour will be offered for children ages three to five on Thursdays
from 1:30 to 2:15 p.m. Children will
explore a different Jewish theme each
week through stories, arts and crafts,
and songs.
The fee for the first series is $35 for
seven weeks, while the second series
is $50 for 10 weeks. Parents may drop
off their children or stay with them
during the program.
For youngsters ages six to 12, the
Judaica Crafts Club will meet on the
first Sunday of every month, from
January 5 through June 1.

Participants will experience Jewish culture and holidays through
hands-on art projects. The cost is $8
per class.
Students in fourth grade through
high school may take part in the Jewish Enrichment Program, to be offered on Tuesdays from 4:30 to 5:30
p.m. starting in January.
This program will offer individualized classes to help children of all
skill levels with Hebrew reading and
other Jewish subjects. The fees are
$25 for private lessons and $15 for
small group classes.
Finally, girls ages 11 to 13 are invited to join the Bat Mitzvah Club,
which will meet once every three
weeks on Thursdays from 4:45 to
6:15 p.m. beginning on January 23.
The girls themselves will run the
meetings and arrange activities and
events. Activities are expected to include art, creative writing, discussions and community outreach. The
fee for the entire program is $100.
An open house and orientation for
mothers and daughters will be held on
Thursday, January 16, from 7 to 8 p.m.
All programs will be held at the
Torah Center, located at 418 Central
Avenue, and led by a professional
staff. For more information, please
call (908) 789-5252.

LIVINGSTON — Registered dietitians at Saint Barnabas Medical
Center in Livingston have devised
“Kids Win!,” a healthy eating and
weight loss program designed for
children between the ages of eight
and 13.
Ten weekly class lessons will focus on healthy eating, physical activity and behavior modification.
Topics will include diet-disease
connection; food advertising; food
labels; eating out; exercise and positive body image.
“Recent studies show that 14 percent of children and 11 percent of
adolescents are overweight,” explained Jennifer Gargiulo, a registered dietitian at St. Barnabas Medical Center.
“Unfortunately,” she continued,
“that puts these children at an in-

creased risk of becoming obese
adults, which is associated with
higher rates of morbidity and mortality.”
The program will be held on
Thursdays, beginning January 9,
from 4 to 5 p.m. or 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
at Saint Barnabas Medical Center,
located at 94 Old Short Hills Road.
The cost is $275.
To register or for further information, please call the Saint
Barnabas Outpatient Nutrition
Counseling Services at (973) 3225664.

See it on the Web!
See it in Color!
www.goleader.com

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY
AT LAW
CLEARANCE!

felt the need to include the South
Avenue businesses in Westfield’s traditional Holiday Lights program.
“We felt that this was an important
project, and we are very grateful to the
Westfield Foundation for their generous support,” said Debbie Schmidt,
Executive Director of the Chamber.
“Businesses along South Avenue in
Westfield will now all feel that they are
an important part of the Westfield
business community.”
For more information about this
project, please contact the Westfield
Chamber at (908) 233-3021.

First United Methodist Church of Westfield
Christmas Eve Worship Services
One East Broad Street
(across from monuments, parking lot is accessible
from Ferris Place off of Prospect Street)

Worship Times
5 pm

7 pm
A Family Service with
“Carols and Candlelight”

908. 709. 1999
GENERAL PRACTICE INCLUDING:
•PERSONAL INJURY
•ZONING
•MUNICIPAL COURT
•COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

11 pm
A Festival of “Carols,
Candlelight & Communion”

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

The people of The United Methodist ChurchTM

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

Caught in the

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Medicaid confusion?

Forethought

WESTFIELD — The WestfieldArea
Chamber of Commerce received a grant
from the Westfield Foundation enabling the Chamber to purchase 12
new holiday wreaths to add to
Westfield’s annual Holiday Lights
program. The wreaths have been hung
in the business areas on South Avenue
east of the intersection of Central Avenue and west of the Westfield circle.
The holiday decorations add a festive atmosphere to the business areas
on South Avenue that have had no
decorations the past few years. The
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

“Just for Children”
Stories and Songs of Christmas

476 SOUTH AVENUE E.
CRANFORD, NJ 07016

•ESTATE PLANNING
•ELDER LAW
•WILLS AND TRUSTS
•REAL ESTATE

WACC Receives Grant to
Buy South Ave. Wreaths

Westfield

®

funeral planning
can help.

556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager

Find out how
by calling...
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
– Since 1897 –
• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA • LISA LO RICCO SHARP

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle
WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092
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Cranford

218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
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Western Union County Mat Teams Suggest
Heightened Competition, State Qualifiers
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Dan Zika (189) Brearley

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Dan MacDonald (152) Westfield

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Shawn Coughlin (215) GL
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Matt Loomis (Hwt) SP-F

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Andrew Silber (171) SP-F

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Steve Carbone (215) Cranford

The quality of wrestling in western Union County (UC) has been
consistently improving over the past
several years. Teams that appear to
be vying for the District 11 title are
Rahway, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Westfield. These same three teams
along with Roselle Park could be
vying for the Union County title.
Although there are many fine prospects from Roselle Park, Elizabeth,
Union and Linden, below are some
good prospects from western Union
County and their anticipated weight
classes come tournament time.
Westfield:
“This will be the best year we have
had in a while. They have the talent.
It’s a question of how much we are
going to accomplish, and that comes
from what the kids put into it,” said
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “There’s
really no limit to what they are capable of!”
Rob Mench (Junior – 103) Mench
finished 17-9 and qualified for the
regions at 103.
Joe DeCampo (Senior – 125) Last
year, he finished 21-8 at 119 and
placed second in Region 3.
“I hope to do better than I did last
year, keep going and keep working
hard.”
Jake Kramer (Senior – 130) He
finished 15-8, took fourth in the UCT
and second in the district at 125-lbs.
“My goal is to win the districts, be
top-three in the region and qualify
for the states.”
Ethan Powell (Senior – 135) He
won the Kearny Tournament, placed

KLIMOWICZ TOTALED 448 POINTS AND 224 REBOUNDS

Raider Lady Cagers Expect
Good Season, But Be Hunted
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year can change many things.
Last year at this time, a young but
very hungry Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls basketball team,
featuring two starting seniors, a junior and two freshmen, including a
freshman No. 6 player, became the
hunter, shocked many opponents and
finished with a 21-5 record.
The Raiders won the North Warren Tournament on December 28,
2001, defeated then 18th-ranked
Elizabeth 20 days later and nearly
stopped Union on January 19. The
Raiders received the second seed for
both the Union County tournament
(UCT) and the North, Section 2,
Group 3 tournament. Although the
Raiders were stunned by Roselle –
the eventual champions – in the UCT,
they quickly rebounded to beat
Cranford in the section semis and
gave Malcolm X. Shabazz – then
ranked second in New Jersey – a run
for its money in the final.
Although graduating two fine seniors, Erin Gillooly and Kellie
LaForge, the Raiders, with a finish
like that have now placed themselves
in the category of the hunted instead
of the hunters.
“My expectations are high. The
kids’ expectations are high,” said
Raider Head Coach Brian Homm.
“We are probably going to be ranked
pretty high. Everybody will be out
for us.”
Homm did note, “We have a lot of
kids back but we are a little bit lacking in terms of a bench. Katie Feeley
(junior) is getting surgery on her
shoulder, so she will be out for the

season. That hurts us because we
needed her coming off the bench.”
However, the hunted still have
some big guns with sophomores
Hillary Klimowicz (center) and
Maura Gillooly (guard) and senior
small forward Lindsay Pennella.
Sophomore point guard Jen Burke,
with a year experience under her
belt, has the savvy to get the ball to
her big guns and senior Co-Captain
Jen Russell, who came off the bench
and contributed 41 rebounds, 42
points and eight steals, will start at
power forward.
Last year, Pennella, the chief thief

with 62 swipes, pulled down 83 rebounds, was second in assists with
63 and scored 211 points. Klimowicz
poured in an incredible 448 points
and sank 64 of 81 for 79 percent from
the charity line. Klimowicz, who
had 46 steals, led the Raiders in
rebounds with 224.
“She was a force for us last year,”
said Homm of Klimowicz. “We expect her to do the same this year. She
is going to get double-teamed a lot
and people are going to sag in on her.
People know who she is. It’s going to
be a lot of work on her part to get

second in the Blue Devil Classic at
135 and finished 27-7.
“I’ve been practicing a lot on my
new moves. They are different than
what everybody else does. They are
my bread and butter.”
Tom DelDuca (Sophomore – 140)
He placed second in the districts and
third in the Blue Devil Classic at
130.
Lee Tomasso (Junior – 145)
Tomasso finished 21-10, took third
in the UCT and second in the district
at 140 but had to deal with his Raider
nemesis Lucas Francavilla, who
qualified for Atlantic City last year.
“Now that he is gone, my expectations are a lot higher.”
Dan MacDonald (Senior – 152)
He finished 17-10 and placed second
in the UCT and district tournaments
at 152.
“I went to camp and wrestled in

two tournaments over the summer
and did pretty well, so, hopefully I
will do well in the counties and districts.”
Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
Head Coach John Scholz said, “We
are going to have our hands full. We
lost two fabulous seniors. They were
great guys. Now we have to fill the
spots. But we have a great junior
class so I’m hoping to have a (District 11) repeat.”
Derek Francavilla (Junior – 125)
He placed 7th/8th in the NJSIAA
state championship and amassed a
32-2 record at 103. He also won the
Union County (UCT) crown, repeated as the District 11 champion
and took first in the Region 3 tournament.
“I’m thinking top five this year,
maybe. I have been doing a lot of
weight training also.”

Steve Mineo (Sophomore – 119)
He won the 112-lb. district title,
placed fourth in the region and finished 26-5.
“Out of season, I did a lot of wrestling and lifting. I competed in team
New Jersey out in Fargo (North Dakota) and Colorado. So, I should be
solid at 119.”
Eric Connelly (Junior – 130) He
placed second in the UCT, second in
the district, third in the region and
finished 25-8 at 119.
Connelly, who also competed in
Fargo, anticipates favorable results.
“The whole summer I have been
focusing on getting better and definitely going to AC this year. I have
been running in the morning, lifting
in the afternoon and doing some
isometrics at night.”
Charlie Bachi (Junior – 160) He
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Blue Devil XC Boys Discuss
Captains’ Responsibilities
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tri-Captains Charlie Hely, Daniel
Driscoll and Matthew Azzara took
on the task of handling 61 members
of Westfield High School boys crosscountry team – one of the largest in
many years – and handled it very
well. By season’s end, six Blue Devil
boys received All-Union County honors for their efforts on the various
3.1-mile courses.
However, to have a successful season, much of the responsibility rests
on the team captains.
“One of most important jobs for a
captain is to set a good example,”
stressed Hely. “A lot of the kids
coming out are running for the first
time and they don’t know what the
standard is for hard work. They are
not sure what is needed in order to
achieve success. So, setting a good
example but working hard yourself
everyday is a really important part of
being captain.”
“The importance of being a captain is to make the kids welcome on
the team because we had 61. They
could easily get lost (forgotten) in
the crowd,” pointed out Azzara.
Everyday, the practices officially
start at 3:15 when the team gathers
around “the tree” near the Edison
Intermediate School parking lot.
“At 3:15 we call warm ups and
everyone runs together around Edison
Field and back. Then we do

stretches,” described Driscoll.
“Westfield cross country has done
the same routine for years.”
Once the running starts, the responsibilities are not over.
“Varsity usually goes last. So we
go around the course and try to encourage them or shout out some words
of wisdom,” said Azzara.

During the running, the boys encounter varying physical and mental
roadblocks.
“Early on in a runner’s career, he
will experience difficulties. When
you are running miles and miles on
end, it’s very frustrating because you
are in a great deal of pain. Once you
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DEEGAN
ROOFING

C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405
Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Goods & Services You Need!
FENCING

A. PLAIA & SON
All Types of Fence
Expertly Installed

"Year Round"
New & Repairs

Free Estimates

(908) 654-5222

Deco Painting
LTD.

Home & Furnitures
Painting & Repair
Decorative Paint Effects
Restoration & Texture Available
Modern & Antique Style

Quality & Reasonable Rates
•••

908-208-4601

Fax: 908-789-9546

HOME IMPROVEMENT

6 “FOR
- 5PERFECTION”
7
3
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION...Sophomore center Hillary Klimowicz
netted 448 points for the Raiders in her freshman year. She will definitely be the
center of attraction for opposition this season.

…with so much more than just mat!

Home Improvements, Inc.
No Job Too Small

 Kitchens  Baths  Ceramic Tile
 Corian & Laminated Counter Tops
 General Maintenance & Repairs
 Full Handyman Service

Ph: 908 391 2040
Pg: 908.889.3509
.

.

Free Estimates • Insured

Finally, the first fully-equipped
Pilates studio, here, in your area.
Gift Certificates Available. (908)322.2003

PAVING

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES
• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING
• STUMP GRINDING
“Serving the area for over 50 years.”

1718 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured  .4-- Estimates

908-753-7281

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
• Road Service

Auto
Care
Center

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

PAVING

PAINTING

RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

JKS PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION

BLACK TOP
PAVING

✧ Residential
✧ Commercial

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422
Juan C. Aldana

email: aldanajc@aolcom

J.C. ALDANA

INC.
FLOORING

“Experience the Difference”

129 E. Broad Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-0602
Fax: (908) 301-0603
www.jcaldanaflooring.com

Call Joe Klingebiel

(908) 322-1956

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

PERFECTION
Painting

Our Pricing and Quality is Unmatched!
We Guarantee It!

Trim Work
Flooring
Bathrooms
Tile
Basements
Carpentry
Decks
Power Washing
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

908  371  2352

732  485  9175 (cell)
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Raider Lady Cagers Expect
Good Season, But Be Hunted
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LADY UC VIKINGS TEAM CAPTAIN...Senior Stephanie Green has been
selected as the Union Catholic Viking girls basketball team captain. As always,
the Vikings stress defense but will have some offensive punch.

open and score for us.”
Burke led the team in assists with
87 and when necessary, she found the
net for 147 points and hit 73 percent
(19-26) in free throws. Burke also
grabbed 22 rebounds and had 38 steals.
Gillooly, who scored 167 points
last year, kept the opponents’ defense on its toes by nailing 35 threepointers. Gillooly also pulled 45 rebounds and grabbed 25 swipes. With
people expected to pressure
Klimowicz this season, Gillooly’s
role from the outside could be enhanced.
“Yes it will! She’s got to hit from

the outside for us,” said Homm.
“Elizabeth DeCataldo (sophomore)
can shoot too. Lindsay Pennella too!
We have some good outside shooters. It’s the best three shooters from
the outside that we have had in a
while. We are blessed with a few.”
The Raiders opened at Cranford
on December 20.
“We have a strong nucleus. My
concern is staying healthy and not
getting in foul trouble,” stressed
Homm. “We are looking forward to
a good year. We have the talent. We
have the ability. We just have to play
smart.”

Blue Devil XC Boys Discuss
Captains’ Responsibilities

Lady Viking Cagers Feel
Outlook Appears Bright

SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-21567-01
ROBERT J. DE GROOT, ESQUIRE, AS
TRUSTEE, PLAINTIFF vs. MARIA
JOANNIDES,
N/K/A
MARIA
GRAMMENOS & GUS T. JOANNIDES,
ET ALS, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JULY 10, 2002 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 22ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is TWO-HUNDRED TWELVE THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED EIGHTEEN & 71/100 ($212,918.71).
Borough of Mountainside
Block 1; Lot 5I
1110 Wyoming Drive
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092
Nearest Cross Road: North Road now
known as Upland Road
There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED THIRTY TWO THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED EIGHTY ONE &
51/100 ($232,681.51) together with lawful
interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
BOFFA, SHALJIAN, CAMMARATA &
O’CONNOR, L.L.C.
850 Bergen Avenue
Jersey City, New Jersey 07306
CH-757047 - (WL)
4 T - 12/26/02, 1/2/03, 1/9/03
& 1/16/03
Fee: $169.32

Playing for Matthews, results come
rather quickly. Coming off a very experienced year in which the Vikings
played a slowdown type of basketball, this year’s team will be looking
to change its style to fit what is best to
give the team a chance of winning
basketball games.
The Vikings have had a history of
playing well defensively, so this year
that focus will remain constant. The
offensive development is well on its
way, one that hopes to be more than
just competitive in the conference,
county and the sectionals. They are
expected to be quicker, an asset that
will be utilized both offensively and
defensively.
Returning from last years’ starting
line-up are senior shooting guard/forward, Stephanie Green and junior
Lauren Huber. Green, a starter since
her freshman year brings not only
experience, but has learned what it
takes to become a leader.
“Last year that knowledge started
to be developed during practice from
our then captains,” said Green. “To be
selected by coach as the Viking captain is a big honor and it’s a big opportunity for me to help lead the team to
victory. It is my job to lead by example and bring leadership. Without
leadership, the team falls, and talking
encouragement makes them feel comfortable on the floor.”
Green and Huber will bring not only
leadership and poise but also assist in
team development, running of plays
and maintaining organization.
Also returning to the line-up is junior Amanda Kelly. Kelly will bring
her excellent defensive skills to the
floor and will be counted on heavily
for a successful season. New faces
come by way of last years’ junior
varsity county championship team.
“All of them have proven to be very
aggressive and possess very hard
working ethics. These kids are a very
special group of kids,” said coach
Matthews. “They’re even tempered,
fun, have great personalities and
they’re easy to be around with. I’m
hoping that all of that will pay some
dividends for them.”
As far as season ending expectations, Matthews explained, “You set
reachable goals. You can never set
anything that’s not realistic. Maybe
we’ll set one goal that our opponents
are held under 30 points and maybe
we work towards more lofty goals as
the season goes on. I don’t talk big, it
comes back to haunt you sometimes,
but I think we’ll be okay.”

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-18851-99
AMERIQUEST MORTGAGE COMPANY, PLAINTIFF vs. JORGE E.
RAMIREZ; ZULMA N. RIOS-RAMIREZ,
HIS WIFE, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 23, 2000 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 22ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
THIRTY THOUSAND SIXTY THREE &
46/100 ($130,063.46).
The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.
It is commonly known as 24 Oakwood
Place, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
It is known and designated as Block 11,
Lot 1114.
The dimensions are 40 feet wide by 110
feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Irvington Avenue.
Prior lien(s): The total amount due for
unpaid water/sewer charges is in the aggregate sum of $261.94.
SUBJECT TO UNPAID TAXES AND
OTHER MUNICIPAL ASSESSMENTS,
AMOUNT DUE IS AVAILABLE IN THE
SHERIFF’S OFFICE OR FROM
PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEYS UPON WRITTEN REQUEST TO PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEYS.
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED SIXTY THREE THOUSAND THREE-HUNDRED NINTY FIVE &
60/100 ($163,395.60) together with lawful
interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LL
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-755414 - (WL)
4 T - 12/26/02, 1/2/03, 1/9/03
& 1/16/03
Fee: $214.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-6884-02
EQUICREDIT CORPORATION OF
AMERICA, PLAINTIFF vs. CHARLES
BROOKS; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
FLORINE INGRAM; TENANT; ET AL, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 16, 2002 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 22ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is SIXTY SIX
THOUSAND EIGHT-HUNDRED EIGHTY
THREE & 25/100 ($66,883.25).
The property to be sold is located in the
CITY OF ELIZABETH, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.
It is commonly known as 307 MAGNOLIA
AVENUE, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY.
It is known and designated as Block 3, Lot
765.
The dimensions are approximately 25 feet
wide by 100.00 feet long (irregular).
Nearest cross street: Situate on the easterly line of Magnolia Avenue (formerly Wall
Street) 75.00 feet from the northerly line of
Third Street.
Prior lien(s): SUBJECT TO UNPAID
TAXES AND OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS.
THE TOTAL AMOUNT DUE AS OF 10/
23/02 FOR UNPAID TAXES/WATER/
SEWER IS IN THE AGGREGATE SUM
OF $6,382.59.
There is due approximately the sum of
SEVENTY ONE THOUSAND THREEHUNDRED FOURTEEN & 17/100
($71,314.17) together with lawful interest
and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LL
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-757049 - (WL)
4 T - 12/26/02, 1/2/03, 1/9/03
& 1/16/03
Fee: $214.20

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Union Catholic High School
girls’ basketball team faces a rebuilding season. No one knows exactly
how successful the season will be.
Several fine seniors, Kenyall Johnson,
Amy Snyder, Lisa Markovich and
Andrea Keller have graduated.
Regardless of these losses, Viking
players and fans are convinced the
rebuilding team will be a contender,
especially with Head Coach Kathy
Matthews at the helm. Matthews, in
her 27th year, has accumulated an
amazing 518 career victories.
“I have to be thankful for all the
players and the commitment I’ve had,”
said Matthews. “You don’t do anything like that unless you are surrounded by good kids, good athletes
and people who are focused and committed to the game.”

PUBLIC NOTICE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL BOYS XC TRI-CAPTAINS...Blue Devil boys cross-country TriCaptains Charlie Hely, left, Daniel Driscoll, center, and Matthew Azzara stand
by “the tree” at Edison Intermediate School. “The tree” signifies the beginning
of practice for the team.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER CO-CAPTAINS...Co-Captains, Jen Russell, left, and Lindsay Pennella,
have prepared to lead the Raiders to a very successful year. The Raiders will
have strong outside shooting as well as strong inside shooting.

Westfield High School
30-Day Sports Schedule:
*Subject to change due to weather or other unforeseen inconveniences*

Varsity Girls/Boys
Swimming

Varsity Wrestling
Head Coach: Glen Kurz
12/27
1/3
1/8
1/10
1/15
1/17

Blue Devil Classic
M. X. Shabazz
Kearny
Elizabeth
Irvington
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

H
H
H
H
H
A

TBA
4:30
5:30
7:00
4:30
7:00

Varsity Bowling

Head Coach: Martha
Heintzelman
1/4
1/7
1/9
1/11
1/14
1/16

Pirate Invtl (Boys)
Cranford
East Brunswick
Pirate Invtl (Girls)
St. Joe/Bishop Ahr
CBA

Head Coach: Mike Tirone
1/2
1/7
1/9
1/14
1/16

Plainfield
Cranford
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Seton Hall
Kearny

Union
Union
Union
Union
Union

3:15
3:15
3:15
3:15
3:15

Varsity Ice Hockey
Head Coach: Dennis Doherty
12/28
1/8
1/11
1/15
1/18

MLBT
Ridge
Mont. Kimberly
Wayne Valley
Roxbury

A
H
A
H
A

8:15
8:30
6:45
8:30
8:00

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD
CORPORATION
The Mayor and Town Council are currently seeking applications for two Downtown Westfield Corporation board positions.
One position is for a property owner within
the Special Improvement District, and another position is for a resident of Westfield.
These positions will serve a three year term
until December 31, 2005. Interested individuals within the Special Improvement District may request and submit an application
no later than January 3, 2003 to: Claire
Gray, Assistant to the Mayor, Town of
Westfield, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090. For additional information, call (908) 789-4041.
1 T - 12/26/02, The Leader
Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION
INVITATION TO BID
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq., in the NJDOT MULTI-PURPOSE
ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, until 10:00
A.M. on January 30, 2003 and opened and
read for:
DRAINAGE RESTORATION
AND REPAIR CONTRACT - 2003
STATEWIDE, VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY
100% STATE
DP # 02425
The Department, in accordance with Title
VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued
pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and
will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national
origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 NJAC
17:27. Drawings, specifications, and bid
documents may be inspected or obtained
for a fee of $15.00, for full size drawings, at
the NJDOT Plans Distribution Building #8
Thiokol P.O. Box 600 Trenton, New Jersey
08625 during business hours. Names and
addresses of prospective bidders for this
project may be acquired by telephoning
609-530-8584 or 609-530-8585 during business hours. Their fax number is 609-5308347. Drawings, supplemental specifications, and boring logs may also be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court, Mt. Arlington, New Jersey, 973-770-5141
Route 79 and Daniels Way, Freehold,
New Jersey, 732-308-4025
1 Executive Campus Route 70 West,
Cherry Hill, New Jersey, 856-486-6624
New Jersey Department of
Transportation
Bureau of Construction Services,
Procurement Division
3 T - 12/12, 12/19 &
12/26/02, The Leader
Fee: $151.47

A
A
H
A
H
H

TBA
4:00
2:15
2:15
2:15
4:00

Winter Track

Head Coach: John Martin
1/6
1/8
1/15
1/18

Girls UC Relays
Boys UC Relays
Union
Boys/Girls NJSIAA

TBA
TBA
A
TBA

TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

Varsity Girls Basketball
Head Coach: Joseph Marino
1/2
1/4
1/7
1/9
1/11
1/14
1/16
1/18
1/21

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Cranford
Linden
Ridge
Kearny
Elizabeth
Plainfield
Union
Irvington

H
A
H
H
A
H
A
A
H

4:00
1:00
4:00
4:00
2:00
4:00
4:00
2:00
4:00

Varsity Boys Basketball
Head Coach: Kevin Everly

12/26
1/2
1/4
1/7
1/9
1/11
1/14
1/16
1/18
1/21

Rahway Tournament
Sc Pl-Fanwood
Cranford
Linden
Livingston
Kearny
Elizabeth
Plainfield
Union
Irvington

A
A
H
A
A
H
A
H
H
A

TBA
4:00
2:00
4:00
4:00
2:00
4:00
4:00
2:00
4:00

establish a sense of pride for what
you are doing and a want to always
be improving, you learn to work with
the pain,” explained Hely. “As you
go forward in your career, you develop a tolerance to the pain that
comes with running.”
Driscoll noted that his stomach
usually experiences an imbalance
after most of his races.
“Sometimes I get cramps and
sometimes I get pains in the legs,” he
added. “Mostly it’s just being exhausted after the race but you learn to
tolerate it.”
Driscoll also mentioned that the
position and movement of the arms
could help delay exhaustion.
Obviously, a 3.1-mile run is not a
sprint, so there must be some necessary strategies and precautions.
“In the beginning, I want to start
off mild. You don’t want to take it
all out on the first path. You want a
steady pace. You want to be in the
upper half of the pack. As the race
goes on, I’m just trying to block out
the pain. You don’t really remember the middle part of the race,”
said Azzara. “During the final part
of the race, you keep thinking it’s
going to be over soon. It’s going to
be over soon. Eventually you just
trick yourself and push yourself
harder. I guess you could sing a
tune or two but once it’s over, it’s
an accomplishment.”
Hely concluded, “What sets us
apart from the other sports is the
whole team practices together. With

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Devil Swimmers Sink
Union Girls, Boys
(Girls) Westfield 104, Union 66:
200 Medley Relay: U (Erian Argonza, Traci
Dumbrowski, Joanna Galante, Allison
Cucciniello) 2:12.0
200 Freestyle: Dumbrowski (U) 2:21.02
200 IM: Jackie Delafuente (W) 2:27.06
50 Freestyle: Galante (U) 28.4
100 Butterfly: Amanda Dickson (W) 1:05.27
100 Freestyle: Pam Wilson (W) 1:01.10
500 Freestyle: Lauren Winchester (W)
6:17.09
200 Freestyle Relay: W (Emily Barnes,
Kristen Sellert, Susanna Fowler, Neda
Simaika) 1:51.81
100 Backstroke: Becky Fallon (W) 1:08.7
100 Breaststroke: Kellie Meserole (W)
1:19.07
400 Freestyle Relay: W (Alyson Goodman,
Danielle Heffernan, Barnes, Wilson) 4:11.41

(Boys) Westfield 117, Union 53:
200 Medley Relay: W (John Chiesa, Zack
Coppa, Dan Shabanov, Andrew Prunesti)
1:50.41
200 Freestyle: Pat Daurio (W) 2:02.0
200 IM: Chris Heinen (W) 2:10.92
50 Freestyle: J.J. Sobala (W) 25.36
100 Butterfly: Ryan Bartholomew (W) 57.7
100 Freestyle: Tim Kolnut (W) 56.22
500 Freestyle: Vince Shen (W) 5:28.35
200 Freestyle Relay: W (Sobala, Brandon
Cuba, Ryan Cahill, Kyle Murray) 1:45.19
100 Backstroke: Dimitri Koval (W) 1:04.1
100 Breaststroke: Heinen (W) 1:10.13
400 Freestyle Relay: U (Dan McGrath,
Mike Mogeleski, TJ Connelly, G. Domingo)
4:12.19

Governor Livingston H. S.
30-Day Sports Schedule:
Varsity Wrestling

Varsity Boys Basketball
Head Coach: Steve Petruzzelli

12/27
12/28
1/7
1/9
1/10
1/14
1/16
1/17

Roselle Park Tourney
Roselle Park Tourney
Jonathan Dayton
New Providence
A. L. Johnson
Union Catholic
North Plainfield
Jonathan Dayton

A
A
H
H
H
A
H
A

5:30
TBA
4:00
7:00
7:00
7:00
4:00
7:00

Head Coach: Rick Iacono
12/27
1/3
1/4
1/8
1/10
1/15
1/17
1/22

Rahway Christmas Tourn. 10:00 AM
Union
A
TBA
N. Plain./Colonia
A
1:00
New Providence
H
7:00
Manville
H
7:00
Brearley
A
7:00
Roselle Park
H
7:00
Ridge
A
7:00

Girls/Boys Winter Track

Varsity Girls Basketball

12/26
12/28
12/30
1/4
1/6
1/15

12/27
12/30
1/3
1/9
1/10
1/14
1/16
1/17
1/20

Head Coach: Bill Gorski/Joe
Hubert

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-23643-01
EQUICREDIT CORPORATION OF
AMERICA, PLAINTIFF vs. DOUGLAS
MCDONALD; SYRETTA LESLIE, H/W;
BRIDGETE NATIELLO, TENANT, ET ALS,
DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 22, 2002 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 22ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
NINTY SIX THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED
FORTY FOUR & 88/100 ($196,644.88).
The property to be sold is located in the
CITY OF ELIZABETH, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.
It is commonly known as 509 EAST JERSEY STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY.
It is known and designated as Block 3, Lot
251.
The dimensions are approximately 25 feet
wide by 100 feet long (irregular).
Nearest cross street: Situate on the northeasterly sideline of East Jersey Street, 100
feet from the northwesterly sideline of Fifth
Street.
Prior lien(s): SUBJECT TO UNPAID
TAXES AND OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS.
THE TOTAL AMOUNT DUE AS OF 10/
17/02 FOR PROPERTY TAXES, UNPAID
WATER/SEWER CHARGES, AND LIEN
PAYOFF IS IN THE AGGREGATE SUM
OF $9,766.77.
There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED TWELVE THOUSAND
ONE-HUNDRED FIFTY NINE & 05/100
($212,159.05) together with lawful interest
and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LL
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-757045 - (WL)
4 T - 12/26/02, 1/2/03, 1/9/03
& 1/16/03
Fee: $222.36

other sports you get separated into
freshmen, JV and varsity. I think
there’s more unity in cross-country.
Because there is so many people,
it’s much easier for everybody to
feel welcome.”

Polar Bear Invt. (Drew U.)
Passarelli Invt. (Drew U)
Valentine Invt. (Drew U)
Mtn. Valley Conf. (Drew U)
UCIAC (Dunn Arena Eliz.)
Drew Invitational
A

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
6:00 PM
4:30 PM

Varsity Ice Hockey

Head Coach: Joe Azzarello
12/26
1/3
1/8
1/11
1/12
1/16
1/21

Madison
Montclair-Kimberly
Glen Rock
Passaic Valley
Watchung Hills
Mountain Lakes
East Side

A
H
A
A
H
A
A

5:45
9:15
5:00
7:10
7:00
5:00
4:00

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-2636-02
EQUITY ONE, INC., PLAINTIFF vs.
ELEANOR M. ALSTON; BENEDICIAL
NEW JERSEY, INC., DBA BENEFICIAL
MORTGAGE CO, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED SEPTEMBER 26, 2002 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 22ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is SEVENTY
THOUSAND FIFTY TWO & 75/100
($70,052.75).
STREET NO.: 23 High Street, Elizabeth,
New Jersey
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NOS.: Lot 689;
Block 9
THE DIMENSIONS: 100 feet by 25 feet
by 100 feet by 25 feet
NO. OF FEET TO THE NEAREST
CROSS STREET: 130 feet northeasterly
measured along the aforesaid northwesterly line of High Street from its intersection
with the northeasterly line of Second Avenue (formerly Woodruff Street)
There is due approximately the sum of
NINTY THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED
TWENTY EIGHT & 43/100 ($90,628.43)
together with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
EISENBERG, GOLD & CETTEI
COUNSELORS AT LAW
9 Tanner Street - West Entry
Haddonfield, New Jersey 08033
CH-757043 - (WL)
4 T - 12/26/02, 1/2/03, 1/9/03
& 1/16/03
Fee: $181.56

Head Coach: Daniel Kopcha
N. Providence Tourn.
N. Providence Tourn.
Ridge
Mt. St. Mary Academy
Union Catholic
Rahway
Spotswood
Immaculata
Roselle Catholic

A
A
H
A
H
Hi
A
A
A

1:00
TBA
7:00
7:00
7:00
4:00
7:00
7:00
7:00

Varsity Coed Swimming
Head Coach: Lauren Forlini

1/3
1/9
1/14
1/17

Jonathan Dayton
Kent Place
Wardlaw-Hartridge
N. Prov. (At Drew U)

A
H
A
A

3:30
5:00
4:00
5:00

Varsity Bowling
Head Coach: Enzo Minicozzi
1/8
1/13
1/15

Brearley/Dayton
A
St. Mary’s AssumptionA
Hillside
A

3:30
3:30
3:30

Union Catholic
30-Day Schedule
Varsity Girls Basketball
Head Coach: Kathy Matthews

12/27
12/28
1/3
1/5
1/7
1/10
1/14
1/17
1/21

Elizabeth Christmas Tournament
Elizabeth Christmas Tournament
Immaculata
H
7:00
Roselle Catholic
H
2:00
Rahway
H
4:00
Governor Livingston A
7:00
Ridge
A
7:00
Mt. St. Mary Academy H
7:00
Immaculata
A
7:00

Varsity Boys Basketball
Head Coach: Jim Reagan

12/27
12/30
1/3
1/9
1/10
1/14
1/16
1/17
1/21

Christmas Tourney
Christmas Tourney
New Providence
Dayton
North Plainfield
Governor Livingston
New Providence
A. L. Johnson
Dayton

TBA
TBA
A
A
H
H
H
A
H

TBA
TBA
7:00
7:00
7:00
4:00
4:00
7:00
4:00

Varsity Coed Swimming
Head Coach: Mary Beth Koza
1/2
1/6
1/13
1/17
1/22

Roselle Catholic
A. L. Johnson
Cranford
Rahway
Linden

H
H
H
H
A

5:30
8:30
5:30
TBA
3:30

Varsity Bowling
Head Coach: Mike Butchko
1/6
1/8
1/13
1/15
1/22

Brearley/Dayton
Hillside
Central
St. Mary’s
A. L. Johnson

A
A
A
A
A

3:30
3:30
3:30
3:30
3:30
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Western Union County Mat Teams Suggest
Heightened Competition, State Qualifiers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

placed third in the districts at 160
and finished 21-10.
“I want to be district champ, I want
to perform really well and place in
regions.”
Andrew Silber (Junior – 171) He
placed third in the districts and finished 16-11 at 171.
“I want to go into the regions undefeated. I will have a tough match –
John Hesse from Parsippany Hills –
in the finals if I make it that far.”
Matt Loomis (Senior – Hwt) He
competed at 215 for three years, won
the John Goles holiday tournament
for the second year in a row, placed
second in the district and finished
17-6.
“My goal is to stay healthy, win
the region and qualify for states.”
Caution! Watch out for improving sophomore Marc Fabiano (189)!

lineup and we have some guys trying
to see what weight is going to be best
for them, but we do have some mainstays who will teach these young
kids how to compete. We are expecting big things from Brandon Small,
Steve Carbone and Anthony
Donofrio.”

Sean Horton (Senior – 152) He
finished 21-11 at 135 and qualified
for the regions.
Mike Rodriguez (Senior – 171)
Qualified for the regions at 189 last
year.
David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times

putting together a fine Group 1 powerhouse in the lighter weight classes
and has an adequate amount of wrestlers in the room. The Pioneers, who
were 16-5 last year, seek to qualify
David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Mike Rodriguez (171) Rahway
David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Alexis Nicasio (Senior – 140)
Qualified for the regions at 140
Watch out for freshman Darrian
Caldwell at 103. According to
Stueber, “He’s the real deal!”

Steve Carbone (junior – 215) Last
year, he competed at heavyweight,
placed second in the region and finished 22-5.
“I hope to go back to the states. A
lot of guys graduated at 215. I thought
I could have done better last year.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Brendan Small (145) Cranford

Jake Kramer (130) Westfield

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
30-Day Sports Schedule
Varsity Wrestling

Head Coach: John Scholz
12/28
1/3
1/4
1/10
1/11
1/13
1/15
1/17
1/22
1/24

Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times

Jon Reedy (119) New Prov.

Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times

Tim Vanderveer (135) GL

for the state sectionals.
Ross Baldwin (Sophomore – 112)
He finished 24-5 at 103 last year.
Jon Reedy (Junior – 119) He
finished 23-6 at 112.
Shane Mallory (Sophomore –
189) He crashed onto the scene by
placing second in the UCT at 189.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Anthony Taglia (130) Cranford

I’m looking to place in the states.”
Brendan Small (Senior – 145/
152) Two years ago, he won the
district title at 140. Last year he
wrestled most of the season at 160
and some at 171 but did cut to 152 for
the districts.
“This year, I’m going to cut weight

Alexis Nicasio (140) Rahway

Brearley:
The Bears have about 19 wrestlers
and do have a few vacant spots.
Dan Zika (Senior –189) He finished 29-4 at 160 and won the UCT.
He will be a top dog this year.
Mike Rothery (Senior – 215)
Qualified for regions at 189 last year.
A. L. Johnson:
The Crusaders appear a little thin
this season.
Chris Winter (Senior – 171) He
qualified for regions and finished 2211 at 171.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times

Mike Fullowan (140/145) GL

Mike Fullowan (Senior – 140/145)
He qualified for the regions at 130
and finished 25-7.
Shawn Coughlin (Senior – 215)
He placed third in the region, qualified for AC at 215 and finished 27-6.
Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times

Ross Baldwin (112) New Prov.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Cranford Cougars:
“Basically, we are in a rebuilding
stage,” said Head Coach Dom
DiGioacchino. “We will have a young
PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-5932-98
CROSSLAND MORTGAGE CORPORATION, A CORPORATION OF THE
STATE OF UTAH, PLAINTIFF vs.
MYRENDIA CARTER, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 24, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 22ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is SEVENTY ONE
THOUSAND SIXTY FOUR & 01/100
($71,064.01).
The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.
It is commonly known as 1009 Bond Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.
It is known and designated as Block 8, Lot
353.
The dimensions are 37.50 feet wide 115.00
feet long.
Nearest cross street: Situate on the northeasterly line of Bond Street, 100.00 feet
from the northwesterly line of Spring Street.
Prior lien(s): None.
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED SIX THOUSAND ONEHUNDRED SEVENTY FIVE & 99/100
($106,175.99) together with lawful interest
and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LL
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-754384 - (WL)
4 T - 12/26/02, 1/2/03, 1/9/03
& 1/16/03
Fee: $191.76

and go down to 145. I’ll be more
comfortable there. It was a little
tougher wrestling the heavier
weights. After I got that experience,
hopefully, I will be able to win the
districts again.
Anthony Donofrio (Senior – 160/
171) Last year, he wrestled at 145.
Like his brother Greg, who placed
third in the state at 215, he packed on
plenty of muscle and will be a force.
Others: Sophomores Chris
Taglia (130), Steve Daubert (152/
160) and Anthony Crecca (119/125)
New Providence:
Coach Gary Bremer appears to be

Rahway:
Coach Fred Stueber, in his 20th
year, seems to have organized a tough,
physical team of 45 wrestlers and
will fill all the weight classes.
“Varsity will be loaded as far as all
the spots are concerned
Ryne Ludington (Senior – 112)
He finished 21-6 at 103 last year and
qualified for the regions.
Al Montes-Deoca (Senior – 145)
He was 16-6 last year at 145.

Goles Tourney
Irvington
Parsippany Hills
Cranford
Patriot Duals
Hanover Park
Shabazz
Westfield
Linden
Elizabeth

A
A
A
A
A
H
H
H
A
A

TBA
5:00
6:00
7:00
TBA
7:00
5:00
7:00
5:00
5:00

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Ryne Ludington (112) Rahway

Anthony Crecca (119/125) Cranford

Charlie Bachi (160) SP-F

Shane Mallory (189) New Prov.

Steve Daubert (152/160) Cranford

Governor Livingston:
After last year, the Highlanders
looked as if they would return a very
strong team; however, several of their
top matmen have failed to appear at
practice.
Tim Vanderveer (Senior – 135)
He qualified for the regions and finished 21-10 at 125.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Rob Mench (103) Westfield

Varsity Girls Basketball
Head Coach: Brian Homm

12/27
12/28
1/2
1/4
1/7
1/9
1/11
1/14
1/16
1/18
1/21

N. Warren Tourney
N. Warren Tourney
Westfield
Hillsborough
M. X. Shabazz
Linden
Union
Plainfield
East Side
Kearny
Elizabeth

A
A
A
H
H
H
A
H
H
H
A

3:00
TBA
4:00
2:00
4:00
4:00
2:00
4:00
4:00
2:00
4:00

Varsity Boys Basketball
Head Coach: Dan Doherty
12/27
12/30
1/2
1/4
1/7
1/9
1/11
1/16
1/18
1/21

Union Cath. Tourney
Union Cath. Tourney
Westfield
Hillsborough
M. X. Shabazz
Linden
Union
East Side
Kearny
Elizabeth

A
A
H
A
A
A
H
A
A
H

TBA
TBA
4:00
1:00
4:00
4:00
2:00
4:00
2:00
4:00

Varsity Bowling
Head Coach: Jim Mason

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Sean Horton (152) Rahway

1/2
1/7
1/9
1/14
1/16
1/21

East Side
Kearny
Westfield
Linden
Seton Hall
Cranford

A
A
A
A
A
A

3:20
3:20
3:20
3:20
3:20
3:20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday
January 13, 2003 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals for variance
from the requirements pf the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
Prospect Gardens, L.L.C., 247-259 Prospect Street Block 2504, Lot 3, 4, and 5 seeking
permission to construct 10 Townhouse units and detached garage and related site
improvements and site plan approval of same. Applicant proposes to use 3 residential lots
in the RM-6 Zone. This requires a use variance. Seeking the following variances from List
of New C.40:55D-70 c. and d. Variances Requested:
Section 11.12 E1.b of the Land Use Ordinance. Minimum gross area proposed is 35,692
square feet. Ordinance requires 4,000 square feet each (x10)=40,000 square feet.
Section 11.12E.2.b of the Land Use Ordinance. Minimum area within first 134 feet of
depth proposed is +26,800 square feet. Ordinance requires 4,000 square feet each
(x10)=40,000 square feet.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Al Montes-Deoca (145) Rahway

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-11105-99
SOURCE ONE MORTGAGE CORPORATION, PLAINTIFF vs. JAMES RONALD
CURRY AND MRS. JAMES RONALD
CURRY, HIS WIFE, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 22, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 15TH DAY OF JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.
The judgment amount is TWO-HUNDRED TWENTY THOUSAND FOURHUNDRED TWENTY NINE & 78/100
($220,429.78).
The property to be sold is located in the
TOWN of WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.
Commonly known as: 409-411 WEST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY 07090.
Tax Lot No. 29 in Block No. 2901
Dimension of Lot: approximately 80 feet
wide by 150 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Avenue
Situate at a point on the southeasterly
sideline of West Broad Street distance approximately 104 feet southwesterly from its
intersection with the southwesterly sideline
of Rahway Avenue.
There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED EIGHTY FIVE THOUSAND SIXTY FIVE & 34/100 ($285,065.34)
together with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-755518 - (WL)
4 T - 12/19, 12/26/02, 1/2/03
& 1/9/03
Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-7688-00
ALTEGRA CREDIT COMPANY, PLAINTIFF vs. ROBIN PARNESS, ET ALS, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 9, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 15TH DAY OF JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.
The judgment amount is THREE-HUNDRED SEVENTY SEVEN THOUSAND
SEVEN-HUNDRED SIXTY FOUR & 56/
100 ($377,764.56).
The property to be sold is located in the
TOWN of WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.
Commonly known as: 33 WOODBROOK
CIRCLE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090.
Tax Lot No. 24 in Block No. 3901
Dimension of Lot: approximately irregular
195.0 feet wide by 282.36 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Springfield Avenue
Situated at a point on the southeasterly
sideline of Woodbrook Circle distance approximately 840.93 feet southwesterly from
its intersection with the southwesterly sideline of Springfield Avenue.
There is due approximately the sum of
FOUR-HUNDRED FIFTY THREE THOUSAND SEVEN-HUNDRED SEVENTY
ONE & 06/100 ($453,771.06) together with
lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-755837 - (WL)
4 T - 12/19, 12/26/02, 1/2/03
& 1/9/03
Fee: $197.88

Section 11.12E.2.b of the Land Use Ordinance. Minimum width proposed is 200 feet.
Ordinance requires 30 feet per unit (x10) =300 feet.
Section 11.12E.2.b of the Land Use Ordinance. Minimum frontage proposed is 200 feet.
Ordinance requires 30 feet per unit (x10)=300 feet.
Section 12.04F.1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Maximum building coverage (without
deck) proposed is 33.8%/12,072 square feet. Ordinance allows 20%/<4000 square feet.
Section 12.04 E.2 of the Land Use Ordinance. Maximum Floor Area Ratio (FAR) or total
habitable floor area proposed is 39.2%/13,985 square feet. Ordinance allows 25%/
<8,000 square feet.
Section 12.04 G of the Land Use Ordinance. Maximum all improvements coverage
proposed is 76.6%/27,330 square feet. Ordinance allows 30%/<8,000 square feet.
Section 13.01 G1.c. of the Land Use Ordinance. Accessory structure side yard setback
proposed is 5 feet. Ordinance requires 10 feet.
NJUCC requires one handicap space be van accessible of 18 feet by 16 feet. Applicant
proposes 20 feet by 13 feet.
Section 17.03B1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Parking area proposed is in front yard.
Ordinance prohibits parking in front yard.
Section 17.03C6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Parking area driveway setback proposed
is zero. Ordinance requires 5 feet.
Section 17.11 of the Land Use Ordinance. Screening for parking area proposed is none.
Ordinance requires screening of parking area.
Section 17.10 E of the Land use Ordinance. Height of lighting fixture proposed is 16 feet.
Ordinance allows a 15 feet maximum.
Fujiyama Mama Restaurant Corp., 341 South Avenue seeking permission to erect
signage contrary to the requirements of Section 16.04 E (1) of the Land Use Ordinance.
Applicant proposes a second sign on the front of the building (south elevation) facing South
Avenue. Ordinance allows only one sign at the main public entrance.
Michael and Mercedes Poyntz, 24 Tamaques Way, seeking permission to erect 2nd
story addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.08 E6 and 12.04 F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Minimum side yard setback proposed (and present) is 7.7 feet. Ordinance
requires 10 feet. Maximum allowable coverage by structures proposed is 20.5%. Ordinance
allows 20%.
Walter and Susan Brand, 204-206 Lenox Avenue seeking permission to erect a 3rd floor
dormer addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.25 E2 and 11.25 E3a of the Land
Use Ordinance. Applicant proposes (and present) minimum side yard setback of 4.68 feet.
Ordinance requires 10 feet. Minimum rear yard setback proposed (and present) is 3.03 feet.
Ordinance requires 35 feet.
Steven and Krista Pinkin, 523 Kimball Turn seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section 11.07 E7, 11.07 E.10. and 12.04 F of the Land Use
Ordinance. Applicants propose rear yard setback of 29.2 feet. Ordinance requires 35 feet.
Maximum building coverage proposed of 20.97%. Ordinance allows 20%.
David and Pamela Fisezi, 932 Carlton Road seeking permission to remove existing sun
room and erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.08 E.6. of the Land
Use Ordinance. Applicants proposes (and present) side yard setback of 6 feet-5 inches.
Ordinance requires 10 feet.
George and Barbara Canellis, 134 South Euclid Avenue seeking to erect a fire escape
on premises in violation of Section 12.03 B of the Land Use Ordinance. Fire escape may
encroach up to 4 feet into any required side yard. The required side yard in the P1 zone is
12 feet. Minimum side yard setback permitted is 12 feet – 4 feet=8 feet. Proposed is 5.6 feet
(as opposed to an 8 feet set back for the allowable 4 feet encroachment for fire escape).
Documentation of the above is on file in the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.
Any interested party may appear at the hearing, either in person, or by their attorney, and
be given an opportunity to be heard with respect to this application.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from certain site plan details or relief from requirements
may be sought as appropriate.
Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 12/26/00, The Leader
Fee: $136.68

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Varsity Swimming
Head Coach: Jessica Hulnik
1/2
1/9
1/10
1/16
1/21
1/23

Linden
Union
Pingry
Bridgewater-Raritan
Plainfield
Kearny

A
H
A
H
A
H

3:15
3:00
4:00
3:00
4:00
3:00

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-6770-01
WASHINGTON MUTUAL BANK, FA,
PLAINTIFF vs. JANET TUDOR; ROBERT
TUDOR; SOVREIGN BANK, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 11, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 22ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
SIXTY SIX THOUSAND FOUR-HUNDRED SEVEN & 20/100 ($166,407.20).
Located in the City of Elizabeth, County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.
Property Address: 21 DEWITT ROAD,
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07208
Tax Lot No. 271.A W11; Block No. 11
Dimensions: 85.53 feet by 20.15 feet by
67.49 feet by 55.00 feet by 151.50 feet by
85.00 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: NORTH BROAD
STREET2
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED NINTY EIGHT THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED FORTY SEVEN
& 18/100 ($198,547.18) together with lawful
interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
SPEAR AND HOFFMAN, P.A.
LAW OFFICES
Suite 210
1020 North Kings Highway
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034
CH-756330 - (WL)
4 T - 12/26/02, 1/2/03, 1/9/03
& 1/16/03
Fee: $187.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-3430-02
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., PLAINTIFF
vs. CARLOS MARIO BARRIENTOS AND
VIVIANA BARRIENTOS, ET ALS., DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 7, 2002 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 15TH DAY OF JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.
The judgment amount is TWO-HUNDRED EIGHTEEN THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED FIFTY FOUR & 62/100
($218,654.62).
The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.
Tax LOT 46; BLOCK 10
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 630 BAILEY
AVENUE, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07208
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
40 feet wide by 100 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the
SOUTHERLY side of BAILEY AVENUE,
320.17 feet from the WESTERLY side of
ELMORA AVENUE.
THE SALE IS SUBJECT TO UNPAID
TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS, TAX,
WATER AND SEWER LIENS AND OTHER
MUNICIPAL ASSESSMENTS. THE
AMOUNT DUE CAN BE OBTAINED
FROM THE LOCAL TAXING AUTHORITY. PURSUANT TO NJSA 46:8B-21 THE
SALE MAY ALSO BE SUBJECT TO THE
LIMITED LIEN PRIORITY OF ANY CONDOMINIUM/HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION LIENS WHICH MAY EXIST.
There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED THIRTY ONE THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED TWENTY FOUR &
60/100 ($231,624.60) together with lawful
interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
SHAPIRO & DIAZ, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Suite J
406 Lippincott Drive
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
CH-757028 - (WL)
4 T - 12/19, 12/26/02, 1/2/03
& 1/9/03
Fee: $232.56
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The Westfield Leader and The Times ‘2002 Sports Year in Review’ – Part 1 of 2

The Elizabeth Resolutes Vintage Base Ball Team – Westfield’s Paul
Salamone being tagged out at home. (Echo Lake Park – Mountainside)
Scotch Plains-Fanwood track star Ray Williams wind his second Meet of
Champions crown in the 400 Meters at South Brunswick

Westfield High School basketball player Jim McKeon goes up for a lay up

Westfield High School senior second singles player Ali Bennett places second
at in the Union County Girls Tennis Tournament held in Plainfield

FSPY Swim Girls Splashed
By Summit ‘Y’, 105.5-101.5
The Fanwood-Scotch PlainsY girls
“A” swimmers lost to the Summit Y,
105.5-101.5
In Individual Medley, (11-12s)
Smith (2:29.90) and Colucci and (1518s) Dickson (2:17.46) and Cameron
captured first and third. Baliko (910) and Larkin (13-14) placed third.
In freestyle, Lyons (8U) took second in the 50-yard. (9-10s) Dunn
(1:10.31) and Wenson and (13-14s)
Gousman (2:05.17) and Desnoyers
were first and third to the wall.
Hawkins (11-12) and Cameron (1518) claimed second and third, respectively. A. Lyons, Kupfer and
Keiser logged personal-best times.
The Piranhas touched first in three
breaststroke races. Baliko (40.20)
and Rossi delivered a one-two punch
for the 9-10s. (11-12) McGeehan
(36.42) took first. (15-18s) Dickson
(1:10.43) and M. Gousman placed
first and third. Borowski (13-14) and
Maguire (8U) finished second and
third. Blacklock, Harley and

Cavanagh had personal bests.
In backstroke, (8U) Lyons (22.07)
nailed first. (9-10s) Gaynor and Dunn
placed second and third. (11-12s)
Johnson (32.32), Henkels and
Colucci swept the 50-yards. Henkels
(13-14) placed second. Marino (1518) placed second while Vantosky
tied for third. C. Leahy and J. Colucci
achieved personal best times.
In butterfly, (11-12s) Hawkins and
Smith and (13-14s) Marsan and
Larkin had second and third place
finishes. Nagle (9-10) finished third.
M. Krema, J. Leahy and J. Murphy
logged personal bests.
FSPY needed to win four relay
events and put up a good fight. Winning relay squads were: (9-10s)
Nagle, Baliko, Dunn and Gaynor
and (11-12s) Johnson, McGeehan,
Hawkins and Smith. Also swimming
for FSPY were: A. Maguire, C.
Maguire, K. Gousman, E. Rossi, M.
Gartner, M. Rossi, K. Kosenick, A.
O’Halloran and M. Gaynor.

A group known as the “Hecklers” regularly show up at the St. Bart’s,
Fanwood Old Men’s and Scotch Plains Softball Leagues game in the summer

St. Helen’s Hoop Girls Top
St. Francis, New Providence
The St. Helen’s of Westfield 7/
8-grade girls basketball team defeated St. Francis of Metuchen
and OLP of New Providence to
improve their record to 7-1. The
win over OLP upped St. Helen’s
record in the Union County League
to 2-0.
In the Metuchen League, against
St. Francis, 10 girls got into the
scoring act. Kathryn Ruhno led
the way with 14 points. Breanne
Defalco followed with eight
points. Erin Miller (5 steals) bucketed seven points, Alli Macdonald
(9 rebounds), Gab O’Leary (5 assists) and Rose Driscoll (4 assists)
all had six points each.
Claire Bennet had a monster
game on the boards with 17 rebounds and netted four points.

Allison Oberlander had five points,
including a 3-pointer. Stephanie
Slodyzka had four points, seven
rebounds and six steals. Krissy
Wendel had six rebounds and two
steals.
St. Helen’s won big over the
overmatched OLP of New Providence team as 12 of the 13 girls
scored. Miller netted 11 points,
four steals and five assists.
O’Leary, Elizabeth Harbaugh and
Ruhno nailed eight points apiece.
Bennet had six points and 10 rebounds. Casey el Kourey,
Slodyczka, Wendel and Driscoll
(4 assists) all scored four points.
Macdonald, Danielle Infantino
and Defalco chipped in with two
points apiece. Oberlander had
three assists and two steals.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com

The Westfield High School baseball team celebrates after defeating a tough
A. L. Johnson Crusaders team to win the Union County Championship

FSPY Swim Boys Swamp
Ridgewood ‘Y’, 107-101
The Fanwood Scotch Plains
YMCA boys swim team defeated
Ridgewood “Y” 107-101 on December 7.
In the individual medley, Peter
Livolsi (9-10), Daniel Livolsi (1112), Scotty Marino (13-14) and Erik
Swenson (15-18) placed first.
In Freestyle, (8Us) swept with
Mike Daly placing first, Greg Baliko
second and Joe Dunn third. In the
100 free, Tim Foster (9-10) placed
first with 1:12:98, Ryan Cleary second and Patrick Keenan third. (1112) Jon Feeley took second with
1:00:67. In the 200 free, James Livolsi
placed first with 2:00:69, and Mike
Miller third. C.J. Smiley (15-18)
placed third.
In Breaststroke, Dunn (8U) took
first and Peter Livolsi (9-10) placed
second with 45:77. Brian O’Donnell
PUBLIC NOTICE
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY
ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners of
Fairview Cemetery will be held at the Cemetery office, 1100 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, Monday, January
27, 2003 at 8:00 P.M., for the election of
three Trustees each for a term of three
years, to succeed Everson F. Pearsall, Anthony Scutti, and William J. Shepherd, whose
terms will then expire and for the transaction
of such other business as may be presented
at the meeting.
Richard M. Ralph
Secretary/Treasurer
1 T – 12/26/02, The Leader Fee: $15.30
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Alan Rubin
Cell: (908) 693-2222

Leona Sinclair Andy Weissman
Cell: (908) 419-4305

Cell: (917) 885-3792

Your Experienced
RENTAL/RELOCATION SPECIALISTS
Send Holiday Greetings
Wishing you Peace & Prosperity
in the New Year while continuing
to provide both landlord & tenant with the finest
professional services in the Westfield Area.

Now located at:
Westfield Office
185 Elm Street

(908) 654-4338

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-20503-01
OCWEN FEDERAL BANK, FSB, PLAINTIFF vs. GRAZIANO FAVRO, ET AL., DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 8, 2002 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 8TH DAY OF JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.
The judgment amount is THREE-HUNDRED TWENTY ONE THOUSAND
FOUR-HUNDRED SEVENTY EIGHT &
88/100 ($321,478.88).
The property to be sold is located in the
Town of Westfield in the County of Union,
New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 730 Harding Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Tax Lot No. 23 in Block 3410
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 60
feet wide by 170 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the intersection of southerly side of Harding Street.
There is due approximately the sum of
THREE-HUNDRED THIRTY FOUR
THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED FORTY
SEVEN & 62/100 ($334,947.62) together
with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN,
ATTORNEYS
1139 Spruce Drive
PO Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1-908-233-8500
File No.: XCZ 48061
CH-757016 - (WL)
4 T - 12/12, 12/19, 12/26/02
& 1/2/03
Fee: $187.68

(11-12) placed third and S. Marino
(13-14) took first with 1:07:14. Erik
Swenson (15-18) touched first with
1:00:90 in the 100 breast and Patrick
Daurio took third. Sean Lockier (1112) had a fast swim in the 50 breast.
For Backstroke, Michael Daly (8U)
took second. Jeffrey Peart (8U)
achieved a personal best. Mike
Henkels (9-10) took first in the 50
back with 36:35 and Ryan Cleary
third. Zach Peart (11-12) placed second with 33:18. (13-14s), J. Livolsi
placed first in the 100 back with
1:01:37 and Kyle Murry second.
Brian Gartner (15-18) placed first
and Ryan Hauptman third.
In Butterfly, Baliko (8U) took first.
M. Henkels’s (9-10) 34:75 took first
and Cameron Kufer placed third.
Feeley (11-12) placed first with 30:77
in the 50 fly and Erik Walker third.
Mike Sheffield (15-18) placed third
in the 100 fly.
Winning relays were (8U) Daly,
Baliko, Dunn and Harries; (9-10) R.
Cleary, P. Livolsi, M. Henkels and
Foster; (13-14) Murry, S. Marino,
Miller and J. Livolsi, and (15-18) R.
Hauptman, Swenson, Gartner and D.
Hauptman
PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-20579-01
HOMESIDE LENDING, INC., PLAINTIFF vs. LISA GONZALEZ; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MARCH 20, 2002 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 15TH DAY OF JANUARY A.D., 2003 at two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
EIGHTY FOUR THOUSAND SEVENHUNDRED FIFTY SEVEN & 38/100
($184,757.38).
The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.
LOT 646; BLOCK 7
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 169
JACQUES STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW
JERSEY 07206
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
150 feet wide by 25 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the
SOUTHEASTERLY side of JACQUES
STREET, 216.50 feet from the NORTHEASTERLY side of LAFAYETTE STREET.
THE SALE IS SUBJECT TO UNPAID
TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS, TAX,
WATER AND SEWER LIENS AND OTHER
MUNICIPAL ASSESSMENTS. THE
AMOUNT DUE CAN BE OBTAINED
FROM THE LOCAL TAXING AUTHORITY.
There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED SEVEN THOUSAND
EIGHT-HUNDRED EIGHTY NINE & 57/
100 ($207,889.57) together with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
SHAPIRO & DIAZ, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Suite J
406 Lippincott Drive
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
CH-756632 - (WL)
4 T - 12/19, 12/26/02, 1/2/03
& 1/9/03
Fee: $214.20
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WF Optimists Help the
Needy with Food Baskets
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Optimists gathered on Saturday, December 14, to assemble holiday food
baskets for distribution to the
community’s neediest families.
With the generous cooperation of
King’s Supermarket in Garwood, the
Optimists provide 40 local families
with a full Christmas dinner including a turkey, canned goods and fresh
fruit in a program they have conducted since 1989.
“The primary mission and purpose of the Westfield Optimist Club
is to promote the well-being of
Westfield youth,” said club president Jay Boyle. “One of the most
basic things we can do to achieve
that mission is to provide those in
need with some of the essential elements of everyday life.
The year-end holidays can be a
time of stress and disappointment
for those who don’t have as much
as other members of their community. All of the families we serve
have children and we want to
brighten the holidays for those children and their parents with these
gifts.”
Each year on a mid-December Saturday, members of the Optimists
gather to put the food baskets together, share a holiday breakfast,
then break up into pairs to deliver
their cargo. Steve Joskowitz, the
PUBLIC NOTICE

manager of King’s, helps the group
select and package the items to be
distributed. George Brummer of
Brummer’s Chocolates and Dave
Sutter of Lancaster, Ltd. also contribute items for all of the food baskets.
“We are brought up with the idea,”
said Mr. Boyle, “that, no matter what
our religious beliefs, it is important
to be especially generous with others as one year ends and the next
begins. Through this program and
others that encourage the spirit of
volunteerism and giving, we try to
bring that idea to life. All of us who
participate feel this deeply. It is a
great feeling. It’s the essence of the
holiday spirit.”
The Optimist Club of Westfield is
a not-for-profit service club composed of men and women who live
or work in the Westfield area. They
conduct service projects that benefit youth and the community.
The club was chartered in 1989 and
noteworthy annual projects in addition to Holiday Food Baskets include
Hands-on-Science for Kids and the
lead sponsorship of Project Graduation for Westfield High School.
Individuals interested in joining
The Westfield Optimist Club should
contact Optimist Membership Chairman Steve Wearley at (908) 6547663.
PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-9021-02
FILE NO. 6504-02

Thursday, December 26, 2002
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CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

MOVING SALE

Customer Service/Sales
COLLEGE STUDENTS
$15.50 base/appt.
We are looking for 15+ to work for
1-5 weeks. Flex. hrs., conditions
apply. Work in customer sales and
service.
(908) 233-0997
First come, First serve

Upright Baby Grand piano, $3000.
Snapper snow blower, $400. Pine
desk with hutch, $50. Two wrought
iron day beds, $400. Pine entertainment unit, $250. Living room
sofa, $150. Chinese Oriental,
$200.
Call (908) 654-8207
HELP WANTED

SARASOTA, FL. RENTAL

12 yrs. experience, reliable, own
transportation, excellent references.
Laundry and ironing available.
Call Kathy for a free estimate:
(908) 994-1970 or
cell phone (908) 906-4829

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp. needed.
Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req., min. 4 hrs/
wk. We offer 24 hr. coverage.
Wkday 9am - 1 pm or 1-5pm slots
are perfect for parents of school
children. Childcare reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

UNFURN. APARTMENT FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

WESTFIELD - Spac. 6 rm, first
floor unit incls 3 BRs, 2 fl bths, LR
w/fplc, Fam. rm w/access to yd &
garage, nwr EIK, nr town, schls &
train. Pets O.K. Call for details/
appt. $1800/mo.
BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

Summer Jobs!!: Spend an active
summer outdoors as a day camp
counselor! No nights or weekends
(except training). Group counselors,
lifeguards, instructors for crafts, karate, drama, canoeing, sports. Must
be High School grad. Teachers welcome. Interviewing now.
(908) 647-0664 or
rvrbnd1@aol.com or
apply online at
www.campriverbend.bunk1.com

Attractive 1 bedrm condo on
Siesta Key;
walk to Crescent beach, buses,
shops; avail Jan/Feb/March ‘03
$1,800 per mo.
Oasis Realty, 1-888-839-0599
HOUSEKEEPER AVAILABLE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD
CORPORATION

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:

BOARD MEETINGS - 2003

VIRGINIA BRYANT, her heirs devisees and personal representatives and
their or any of their successor in right, title and interest; LINDA S.
BRYANT-GREEN ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF VIRGINIA BRYANT;
LINDA S. BRYANT-GREEN, INDIVIDUALLY; JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF LINDA S.
BRYANT-GREEN, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; CAROLYN D.
BRYANT; KATIE L. JONES; JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF KATIE L. JONES, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; TERRY W. JONES; MRS. TERRY W. JONES,
WIFE OF TERRY W. JONES; THE FIRST SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION OF
JERSEY CITY; BENZEL BUSCH MOTOR CAR CORP., A N.J. CORP; RELIANCE
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION; GAIL HOWELL; NATHANIEL SMITH; WILLIAM HOWELL; MARY A. HANDWERK; BETH DENTAL GROUP; RANCOCAS
VALLEY SURGICAL ASSOCIATES; ENTERPRISE RENT A CAR; COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS OF AMERICA, LOCAL 1023;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is GATEHALL 1, PARSIPPANY,
NEW JERSEY 07054, an Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in which
IRONWOOD ACCEPTANCE CORPORATION is the plaintiff and VIRGINIA BRYANT, her
heirs devisees and personal representatives and their or any of their successors in
right, title and interest, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-9021-02 within
thirty-five (35) days after December 26, 2002 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the Complaint, and Amendment to Complaint, if any.
You shall file your Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with Lawyer Referral Service of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of the
County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer
Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificate(s):
1. A certain tax certificate 97-356, recorded on 8/20/1997, made by DAVID MARSHALL,
Collector of Taxes of CITY OF PLAINFIELD, and State of New Jersey to COUNTYWIDE
HOME LOAN and subsequently assigned to plaintiff, IRONWOOD ACCEPTANCE
CORPORATION. This covers real estate located in CITY OF PLAINFIELD, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 13, BLOCK 428 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of CITY OF PLAINFIELD, and concerns
premises commonly known as 1235-37 2ND STREET, CITY OF PLAINFIELD, New
Jersey.
YOU, VIRGINIA BRYANT, her heirs devisees and personal representatives and their
or any of their successor in right, title and interest; LINDA S. BRYANT-GREEN
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF VIRGINIA BRYANT; LINDA S. BRYANT-GREEN,
INDIVIDUALLY; CAROLYN D. BRYANT; KATIE L. JONES AND TERRY W. JONES, are
made party defendants to the above foreclosure action because you are the owners
of a property which is the subject of the above entitled action.
YOU, JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF LINDA S. BRYANT-GREEN, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS; JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF KATIE L. JONES, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS and MRS. TERRY W. JONES, WIFE OF TERRY W. JONES, are made
party defendants to the above foreclosure action because on plaintiff has been unable
to determine whether defendants LINDA S. BRYANT-GREEN; CAROLYN D. BRYANT;
KATIE L. JONES AND TERRY W. JONES are married, and if married, the name of LINDA
S. BRYANT-GREEN; CAROLYN D. BRYANT; KATIE L. JONES AND TERRY W. JONES’s
spouses. If LINDA S. BRYANT-GREEN; CAROLYN D. BRYANT; KATIE L. JONES AND
TERRY W. JONES are married, the plaintiff joins JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF LINDA S.
BRYANT-GREEN, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF
KATIE L. JONES, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS and MRS. TERRY W. JONES,
WIFE OF TERRY W. JONES as a defendant for any possessory or marital rights you may
have.
YOU, THE FIRST SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION OF JERSEY CITY, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action because on December 7, 1971, Willie J. and
Virginia Bryant, executed a mortgage to The First Savings & Loan Association of Jersey
City in the amount of $6,721.60, which mortgage was recorded on December 13, 1971
in the UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Office in Mortgage Book 2930 at page 60. Said
mortgage is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, BENZEL BUSCH MOTOR CAR CORP., A N.J. CORP, are made party defendant
to the above foreclosure action because on July 16, 1982, a judgment was entered in
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County, by Benzel Busch Motor Car Corp.,
A N.J. Corp. against Katie Jones disclosing a debt in the amount of $5,689.15, plus
interest. Said judgment was entered as Judgment No. J-018693-1981. Said judgment
is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, RELIANCE SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION, are made a party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because on August 12, 1986, a judgment was entered
in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Union County, by Reliance Savings & Loan
Association against Linda Green disclosing a debt amount of $9,644.73. Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. J-018193-1986. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, GAIL HOWELL, are made party defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on April 18, 1989, a judgment was entered in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Atlantic County, by Gail Howell against Eillene T. Moore and Linda Bryant disclosing a
debt in the amount of $4,500.00. Said judgment was entered as Judgment No. J-0333331989. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, NATHANIEL SMITH, are made party defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on April 18, 1989, a judgment was entered in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Atlantic County, by Nathaniel Smith against Eillene T. Moore and Linda Bryant disclosing
a debt in the amount of $2,750.00. Said judgment was entered as Judgment No. J033333-1989. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, WILLIAM HOWELL, are made party defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on April 18, 1989, a judgment was entered in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Atlantic County, by William Howell against Eillene T. Moore and Linda Bryant disclosing
a debt in the amount of $2,800.00. Said judgment was entered as Judgment No. J033333-1989. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, MARY A. HANDWERK, are made party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on September 1, 1992, a child support judgment was entered in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Middlesex County, by Middlesex Co Bd Social Servs and
Mary A. Handwerk against Kathryn Jones disclosing a debt. Said judgment was entered
as Judgment No. J-221883-1991. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, BETH DENTAL GROUP, are made party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on September 19, 1989, a judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Union County, by Beth Dental Group against Linda Green disclosing a
debt in the amount of $379.00, plus costs and interest. Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. J-077470-1989. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, RANCOCAS VALLEY SURGICAL ASSOCIATES, are made party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because on February 15, 1990, a judgment was entered
in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Burlington County, by Rancocas Valley Surgical
Associates against Willie Bryant disclosing a debt in the amount of $485.00, plus costs.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment No. DJ-017267-1990. Said judgment is
subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, ENTERPRISE RENT A CAR, are made party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on March 29, 2001, a judgment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Union County, by Enterprise Rent a Car against Linda Green and Elrac Inc.
disclosing a debt in the amount of $2,034.79, plus costs and interest. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. DJ-052671-2001. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.
YOU, COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS OF AMERICAL, LOCAL 1023, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action because on November 13, 1984, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Union County, by Communications
Workers of America, Local 1023 against Lucille Curtis, Linda Green, Morris Haywood,
Sharon Johnson, Joanne Parker, and Darrell Tarpkin disclosing a debt in the amount of
$2,871.90. Said judgment was entered as Judgment No. J-022663-1984. Said judgment
is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DONALD F. PHELAN
CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 12/26/02, The Leader
Fee: $226.44

The meetings are held one Monday
evening a month in the Downtown
Westfield Corporation office at 105 Elm
Street, and begin at 7:30 PM. Listed below
are the dates of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation Board Meetings for 2003:
January 27, 2003
February 24, 2003
March 17, 2003
April 14, 2003
May 19, 2003
June 16, 2003
July 21, 2003
August 18, 2003
September 15, 2003
October 20, 2003
November 17, 2003
December 15, 2003
1 T - 12/26/02, The Leader Fee: $20.40

WESTFIELD APARTMENT

Beautiful 1 BR apt. in colonial 2family home. New kitchen, New bath,
Dishwasher, Jacuzzi tub, Fireplace,
window treatments, W/D, A/C, 5
minute walk to town and transportation, $1400-heat included.
(908) 232-2678
PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

CHRISTMAS VISIT…On December 17, Westfield High School Girl Scouts, led
by senior scout Julia Nelson, entertained residents of The Chelsea at Fanwood, an
assisted living facility, with handmade ornaments and seasonal songs. Here, the
girls surround Chelsea resident Helen Whitcomb, who was a member of the first
Girl Scout troop in Westfield. The young visitors, pictured left to right, are: Back
row, scouts Rebecca Mason, Jessica Ropars, Julia Nelson and Kasey Cass, and
front row, friend Courtney Fox-Sherman and scouts Becky Cass and Annie
Peyton. Julia organized the event as a prerequisite to receiving her Gold Award.

+ongratulations

E
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xcellence

“Because of the special relationships Judith builds with
homeowners, many have become repeat customers and
refer prospective buyers and sellers to her. She has made
major contributions to the office through her dedication,
hard work and professionalism.”
-stated Michael Scott, Manager

Judith Koeppel
Sales Associate

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
thers expect more.

O

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555
908-301-2045 (direct line)
www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
Coldwell Banker Mortgage
Toll Free 1-888-317-5416

ConciergeTM Service
1-800-353-9949

© 2002 Coldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of the Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. ©2002 NRT, Incorporated

Homes For The Holidays

Burgdorff's gift to buyer and seller clients who participate in the American Dream: finding a home!
Call for program details or visit us at burgdorff.com.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$595,000

MOUNTAINSIDE
$549,900
Fabulous, quality built Center Hall Colonial includes 9 rooms and
offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, cherry paneled Family Room with fireplace
and sliding doors to brick patio, Living Room and Dining Room with
chair railing and corner cabinet, entrance foyer with dentil molding, 6
over 6 windows and private wooded lot.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$1,900,000

SCOTCH PLAINS
$249,900
Charming Colonial with 6 large rooms includes 2 Bedrooms,
1.1 Baths, large country Kitchen with newer appliances, Formal
Dining Room, Florida Room, Living Room, high ceilings,
hardwood floors, leaded glass windows, good closet space
and newer roof.

SCOTCH PLAINS

$269,900

SCOTCH PLAINS

$329,000

WESTFIELD
$307,900
Wonderful Colonial with loads of charm throughout offers 7
rooms and includes 3 Bedrooms, newer Eat-In Kitchen, Formal
Dining Room, Living Room with fireplace, large first floor
Family Room, natural wood molding and 2-car garage.

WESTFIELD

$439,000

WESTFIELD

$970,000

Historic, one-of-a-kind 1872 Colonial home set on one half
acre with a Watchung Reservation view has been completely
renovated and in pristine condition. Perfect for artist or
craftsman, it includes 7 rooms and offers 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
Family Room with fireplace, galley Kitchen, Formal Dining
Room, beamed ceilings, barn, corn crib and shed, lovely brick
patio and CAC.

Very spacious interior unit, multi-level Townhouse features 7 rooms
and includes 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, 21’ loft / media area, Living Room,
Formal Dining Room with built-ins, Living Room with fireplace, updated
full bath and most new windows.

Pretty as a picture and fabulously located brick-front Colonial includes
7 spacious rooms and offers 4 Bedrooms, Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Dining
Room, Living Room with fireplace and built-ins, Master Bedroom with
walk-in closet, all hardwood floors and good closet / storage space.

Splendid, historic Colonial home of artists/writers, situated
on a hilltop of 1.77 acres with mature pines, it offers 9 rooms
and includes 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Formal Dining Room,
Family Room, Formal Living Room, patio, heated / airconditioned detached carriage house with full bath for possible
extended family or professional studio use, hardwood floors,
fireplaces and expansive windows.

Lovely Colonial with entry foyer offers 7 rooms and includes
3 Bedrooms, 1.1 Baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room
with built-ins, Living Room with fireplace, updated full Bath
and most new windows.

Lovely custom Ranch home situated on beautiful grounds and
professionally landscaped, offers 8 rooms and features 3
Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Kitchen with separate dining area, pantry
and center island, Formal Dining Room, Living Room and
Recreation Room with fireplaces, glass / screened front entry
porch and excellent storage and closet space.

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
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Dr. David Heisey, Principal of SP-F High School
Reports First Marking Period Honor Roll Pupils

Concepts & Thought

SCOTCH PLAINS – The First
Marking Period High Honor Roll
and Regular Honor Roll at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) has been reported by
S P F H S P ri n c i p a l D r. D av i d
Heisey.
HIGH HONOR ROLL
21 FRESHMEN
Allison Abbott
Claudia Ahiabor
James Alfano
Michael Bonacum
Cleo Chou
Carolyn Di Prospero
Joseph Fallon
Kristen Henkels
Elizabeth Jacobs
KristaKazmierkiewicz
Joshua

Meaghan Kelly
Jessica Levine
Christopher Nilsen
Raunaq Palejwala
Ronald Petty
Danielle Porter
KatherineVanHaasteren
Robert Ventura
Emily Wallden
Katerina Wong
Zinman

HONOR ROLL
82 FRESHMEN
FROM EDISON TO ILLINOIS...Pat Fielder, left, and Chris Mozlin, WardlawHartridge School librarians, pack books to send to Illinois children in need.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Donates
Books to Residence in Illinois
EDISON — Although the nameplate in the encyclopedia or the
picture book may read “Property of
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School,”
its new home is now on a shelf in
Momente, Ill.
The chain of events that led to this
change started when Dr. Liz Mitchell,
a trustee of The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, read an article on
the front page of The New York Times
on poverty in Pembroke Township,
Ill. She says it broke her heart.
“That conditions described in it
can exist in the United States of
America in 2002 shames all of us,”
she said. She was moved to action.
Dr. Mitchell contacted the Rev.
Jon Dyson from the Chicago suburb
mentioned in the article and asked
what she could do to help. He made
suggestions; among them was the
donation of books for the local school
and his church’s after school tutoring
program. Dyson stressed that they
“need everything — maps, books,
and supplies.”
When Mitchell was cleaning out
her adult son’s bookshelves at home,
“It occurred to me that WardlawHartridge might also be able to help.”
She then called Chris Williamson,
Head of the independent school in
Edison. He, in turn, talked to the
school’s head librarian Pat Fielder
who, along with Lower School librarian Christine Mozlin, collected
duplicate copies of books from their
shelves.
“W-H believes in helping other
communities,” said Mr. Williamson,
“so it was a logical step for us to do
something.”
That “something” turned into 11
boxes of books totaling 320 pounds
that were shipped from the Edison
school to Rev. Dyson. Librarian
Fielder said reference books, and
National Geographic headed the list
of donations, but added, “Quite a few
picture books for elementary school
children were included.”
In a phone interview, Rev. Dyson

said he was appreciative of the
Middlesex County school’s effort.
Since 1992, Rev. Dyson and his wife
Lisa have been pastors of the Church
of the Cross “helping the poor in
body, soul and spirit.” He estimates
that approximately 55 percent of the
population in the farming community there is below the national poverty level.
From all the national publicity of
the article, the Illinois Food Bank
has agreed to send the church free
food for their local pantry.
“Children can study if they have
the hunger alleviated,” he said. “If
they are angry about being hungry,
they are not at their best.” His church
offers not only the food pantry, but
also an after school tutorial program
where they give children a nutritious
snack and concentrate on math/science skills, reading and writing.
Rev. Dyson is the one who has
helped tell the world the story of
poverty in that Chicago suburb. With
what he described as “third world
conditions” in his own backyard, he
is pleased to have media attention on
the problem. But he cautioned that
the help shouldn’t send the wrong
message to his needy congregation.
“We don’t want our people to think
that the American people are Santa
Claus…they need a hand up, not a
hand out,” he said.
For Dr. Mitchell, who is the Dean
of Rutgers Honors College in Newark, the donation is one salvo in the
war against poverty in America. “The
conditions mentioned in the article
were haunting,” she said. “It’s an
excruciating, moral embarrassment
to us today.”
Rev. Dyson feels every donation
will make a difference. “Increasing
their reading and writing ability will
open them to other worlds,” he said.
Dr. Mitchell hopes that the book
donation will not only give the children a glimpse of a better life, but the
knowledge that there are others in
America who care.

Christine Albanese-Demair Jonathan Grana
Colleen Baines
Joshua Green
Candance Barnes Jonathan Greenspan
Jennifer Bauer
Sarah Halpern
Lauren Benovengo Gary Herzberg
Cheryl Beqaj
Julie Hyman
Faye Bi
Daniel Ingram
Marisa Bianco
Justin Kaiser
Sarah Boffa
Kelli Kaskiw
ElizabethBourchtein
Kristen Kersey
Kara Brass
RichardKickenweitz
Justine Brown
Melissa Koerner
Daniel Bugg
Maria Kolakowska
Courtney Burke
Katelyn Kosenick
Robert Burke, Jr. Caroline Lazur
Michele Calvo
Robert Lewis
Derrick Chen
Matthew Linsenberg
Yvonne Chen
Jessica McGarry

E

Jared Chmielnik
Soo Cho
Deirdre Clark
Erin Crawford
Jack Davis
Robert Dawson
Joshua Decker
Caitlin Delaney
Brian Dickey
Aaron Doliber
Megan Domenick
Michelle Dsurney
Briana Falco
Gabrielle Falco
Craig Fischbein
Elizabeth Flood
Michael Fragna
Shemane Fritz
Andrew Gibson
David Ginsberg
Brian Glassett
Andrew Goldberg
Shannon Gomes

Rebecca McGuire
Ian McNally
Hallie Mintz
Troy Morgan
Jeffrey Mullen
Jeffrey Ondeyka
Elaine Piniat
Branden Potter
Allison Rosi
Chelsea Rowe
Thomas Ruggieri
Katherine Schreiber
Amira Selim
Melissa Sette
Leah Siegal
Randolph Smith
Joanna Snodgrass
Rashawn Strong
Sam Tepper
Lance Thomas
Colin Weber
Matthew Wetlesen
Guenevere Zucker

HIGH HONOR ROLL
35 SOPHOMORES
Robert Bethea
Sean Mahoney
Margaret Brownell Christopher Mattern
Jenny Burke
Kelly McManus
Aliza Burns
Alan Neuhauser
Patrice Candia
Lauren Perrotta
Tayler Cianciotta Jamie Quale
Daniel Deegan
Michelle Regg
David Demair
Sean Robinson
Michael Dinizo
William Rollins
Elizabeth Elko
Joanna Rosenberg
Marc Fabiano
Justin Rowinsky
Alexandra Fredas Jeremy Sanders
Kerry Gander
Alyssa Shea
Johanna Ghabour Brittany Speer
Rachel Goor
Erica Stuppler
Nora Isack
Chloe Sundstrom
Rebecca Koransky Michelle Swick

Sales Associate

HONOR ROLL
73 JUNIORS

OUR FURRY FRIENDS…During their annual homeless pet food drive, Mrs.
Rosander’s fourth grade class at McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains
collected over 200 items of pet food, weighing over 375 pounds. All contributions
were donated to aid a local animal shelter.

Martin Luther King Assoc.
Sponsors Contest for Pupils
WESTFIELD — Members of the
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Association of Westfield hope to encourage
students to focus on the principles of
Dr. King by sponsoring their annual
essay contest, which for the second
year will also include poetry and art.
The theme for the 2002 contest is
“Love.” The contest is open to all
students in the Westfield public and
private schools. Members of the con-

O F

xcellence

Sales Associate

Jonathan Altman Hillary Klimowicz
Daniel Aronds
Jason Krueger
Katharine Berka Daniel La Forge
Briana Berry
Nora Lacko
CarleneBronikowski
Robert Lasher
Jesse Bruch
Gregory Leischner
Krystina Byron
Yuney Lio
Jennifer Calvo
Jonathan Lorenzini
Salvatore Cerchio Luke Makowski
Joscelyn Chang
John Mangan
Jessica Cicalese
Marissa Mastroianni
Dori D’Aloisio
John Monti
ChristopherD’Annunzio
Feyisola Ogunfemi
ElizabethDeCataldo
Vanessa Okoro
Jacqueline De John Manish Pandya
Christine De Luca Michael Paraboschi
Alexa Di Giorgio Sara Parisi
Rachel Dolgin
Sarah Quale
Janee Easley
Michael Ross
Christopher Finan Jennifer Roth
Corey Fineman
Kyle Rzonca
Kelsey Foy
Anthony Saraceno
Jeannette Franzone Sarah Schwartz
Dakim Gaines
Rebekah Sedwin
Jennifer Gawryluk Mary Shashaty
Maura Gillooly
Michael Sheffield
Octavia Gomes
Samuel Slaugh
Karina Gotliboym Elizabeth Stamler
Nicole Hagerty
Nicole Tanguy
Laura Harrison
Sean Varsolona
Laura Henderson Heather Vitollo
CaseyHoynes-O’Connor
Benjamin Vogel
ChristopherHuether
Amanda Walker
Christine Jackovino Andrew Watson
Kara Johnson
Carly Wells
Daniel Kaiserman Michael Whitney
StevenKazmierkiewicz
Laura Yi
Stephanie King
Kelly Zajac
Aaron Klemow
Kristin Zyla

Andrea Meyer
Scott Moynihan
Yoav Nudell
Scott Pober
Varun Ponmudi
Allyson Salisbury
Tracy Salmon
Brian Schweikert
Victoria Shelas
Lauren Haertlein Caitlin Shevlin
David Harris
Nancy Twu
Cheryl Kaplun
Jonathan Wagner
Laura Manziano Christopher Wallden
Richard Zebleckas, Jr.

S T A R S

Kathryn (Kathy) Shea

HONOR ROLL
78 SOPHOMORES

Flora Alexander
Ryan Aspell
Andre Baruch
Jessica Cavanaugh
Valerie Dent
Caryn Feder
Hoi Yan Fung
Hannah Greenspan

★

★

★

★

test committee will collect the essays, poems and artwork from the
schools on Wednesday, January 9.
The prizes for the best essays, poetry and artwork will be awarded at
the annual Dr. Martin Luther, Jr. commemorative service to be held at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on
Monday, January 20, at 1 p.m.
All prize recipients will be notified
by the Committee the week prior to the
service. Students will base their essay,
poem or artwork on passages from Dr.
King’s 1964 speech delivered at the
Nobel Peace Prize ceremony.
Specific instructions for elementary, intermediate and high school
students are available in the schools.
Prizes for the contest range from a
computer and printer for the first place
winner at the high school level to
savings bonds in $50, $100, $200,
$300 and $500 denominations at the
various grade levels and categories.
Contest committee members include Donnell Carr, Patricia Faggins,
LeVar Harris and Elizabeth Wolf.
“We chose love as this year’s theme
because of the state of the world right
now,” stated Ms. Wolf. “In his Nobel
Prize acceptance speech in 1964, Dr.
King said ‘History is cluttered with the
wreckage of nations and individuals
that pursued this self-defeating path
of hate. Love is the key to the solution
of the problems of the world.’”
For further information about the
contest, Ms. Wolf can be reached at
(908)
654-6770
or
elizabethwolf@comcast.net.

Information Session,
Open House Planned
Kay Gragnano

Katie Zaleski

HIGH HONOR ROLL
25 JUNIORS

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

+ongratulations

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Anne Kelly

Sales Associate

“Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century. Kay Gragnano,
Kathy Shea and Anne Kelly exemplify our commitment to the highest standards of professionalism,
integrity and service.”
-stated Michael Scott, Manager

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
thers expect more.

O

Westfield Office
Coldwell Banker Mortgage
209 Central Avenue
1-888-317-5146 Toll Free
(908) 233-5555
www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2002 Coldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of the Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. ©2002 NRT, Incorporated

CRANFORD – The Office of
Recruitment of Union County
College will host an Open House
and Enrollment Information Session on Tuesday, January 7, 2003,
from 3 to 7 p.m. in The Commons on
the College’s Cranford campus,
located at 1033 SpringfieldAvenue.
Spring course catalogs will be
available for students considering registration for the spring
semester. Staff from the Recruitment Office will be available to
answer any questions and information on the enrollment process, financial aid, and tuition
and fees will be available.
For more information on the
Enrollment Information Session,
please call the Office of Recruitment at (908) 709-7518 or visit
www.ucc.edu/recuitment.
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Meral Akyuz
Jesse Allen
KathrynAnaczkowski
Kyle Baker
Nina Baker
Kathryn Bantz
Danielle Bartley
Sara Beckerman
Shaun Bendik
Travis Boff
Kristen Bover
Daniel Chase
Yiu Wah Cheung
Adam Corbin
Brian Coyle
Michael Denichilo
Dani Finkel
Pedro Florentin
Robert Fusco
Kristi Gayara
Allison Gebler
Dennis Hercel
Brittany Hessemer
Michael Hessemer
Theresa Jahn
Ashley Jones
Timothy Karis
Kara Kashiw
Jessica Kim
David Kocses
Brian Kopnicki

Joseph Malchow
Dominic Mangonon
Laura Manzi
Peter Maricic
Jenna Marionni
Robert Maroney
Zachary McGuire
Andre Melendez
Daniel Metzger
Amanda Miller
Chelsea Mintz
Jared Montagna
Jessie Montllor
Jessica Neuringer
Tuan Nguyen
Meridane Nitro
Kristin Oley
Hyojin Park
Joshua Parker
Matthew Powers
Guillermo Rozenblat
Barie Salmon
Juliana Sams
Kristin Schardien
Jessica Schink
Jeanne Schneider
Jonathan Sheffield
Dana Skwirut
Danielle Stanley
Courtney Stewart
Erin Sullivan

Robert Kuchinski
Ilya Laksin
Morgan Larkin
Joshua Liss
Karen Lucey
Sara

Stephen Tavares
Camille Tiangco
Tamie Walker
Talia Walker
Allison Williams
Woods

HIGH HONOR ROLL
29 SENIORS
Andrew Costello Annmarie Klimowicz
Colleen Coyle
Jeremy Lipstein
Alyssa David
Adam Melber
Jillian Demair
Malina Milonnet
Jessica Difiore
Angela Minio
Eve Donovan
Sonali Phatak
Katie Downey
Zennie Piedad
Cristina Fabiano Eric Pratt
Sofia Fayngold
Abby Price
Michael Gleason Amy Ryan
Jason Hipp
Adam Siegal
Danielle Hirschhorn Bruce Smith, Jr.
Alex Hofer
Erica Speer
Jovonne Jones
Nisha Tamhankar
Caroline Webb

HONOR ROLL
71 SENIORS
Kendra Andrews Edward Madan
Leslie Argueta
Catherine Madurski
Joseph Bartolotta Michelle Marr
Lauren Bauman
Daniel McCruden
Kathryn Benski
Lenore McMillion
JonathanBezrutczyk
Kristen Miner
Lauren Bianco
Melissa Mollen
Schuyler Boyda
Deanna Mustachio
Pamela Cameron Emily O’Connor
Rhea Chakraborty Megan O’Leary
David Chang
Adam Ortyl
Evan Chinoy
Melissa Palomares
Phillip Cho
Elizabeth Pilkington
Breanne Crawford John Piniat
Alicia Cristiani
Sarah Poplyansky
Stephanie DeMarco Kimberly Pudlak
John Devall, Jr.
Karlene Quigley
Steven Doremus
Megan Reddington
Shawn Doyle
Daniel Rosenkrantz
Kaitlyn Durso
Chaela Roshetar
Gianna Ferrante Joshua Sanders
Sara Finkelstein
Edward Saridaki
Samory Fritz
David Senatore
SamanthaGrzywacz
Jessica Seto
Megan Halma
Nicholas Sette
Jennifer Howell
Delsa Slaugh
Katherine Howell Christopher Sprague
Nicole Impellizzeri Michael Sullivan
Arthur King
Sydney Thorne
Holly Kramer
Michael Toffolo
Aimee Lamastra Joshua Wexler
Alicia Lazur
Diana Wilks
Monique Lemus
Kristin Williams
Matthew Loomis Laura Wittish
Kelly Lusk
Harry Yang
Michael Zatorski

Westfield BOE Meeting
Changed to Jan. 14;
Budget to Be Discussed
WESTFIELD — The next
Westfield Board of Education
meeting, originally scheduled
for Tuesday, January 7, will be
held Tuesday, January 14, 2003.
The meeting will begin at 8
p.m. at 302 Elm Street and will
include a discussion of the
2003-2004 school budget. A
complete agenda will be available
on-line
at
www.westfieldnj.com or in the
Board Secretary’s office at 302
Elm Street on January 13.

Send Education News,
Univ. Announcements
to: edu@goleader.com

New Spring Semester Slated
At UCC in Late January
CRANFORD – Union County College (UCC) will open its doors for the
spring semester on Wednesday, January 22, 2003. Registration for those
classes will continue through Tuesday, January 28, at UCC’s Cranford,
Elizabeth and Plainfield campuses.
Students can enroll from 9 a.m. to
7:30 p.m., Mondays through Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays or
until noon on Saturdays.
For those wishing to start their
spring semester a little later, a large
menu of classes will also begin on
Monday, February 10, 2003 with registration for those continuing until
Wednesday, February 12.
UCC offers standard credit courses
in over 80 degree, diploma and certificate programs, including accounting,
American sign language/deaf studies,
architecture, biology, business, communications, computers, chemistry,
criminal justice, fine arts, liberal arts,
allied health, nursing, and more.
Many UCC courses are also offered
via distance education. UCC uses
modern technologies to offer these
courses through telecourses taught
with the aid of videotapes and through
web-based courses taught on-line

using computers.
All distance education courses are
the equivalent of their traditional oncampus counterparts. They cover the
same subject matter, carry the same
credit, and are taught by highly-qualified UCC faculty. These courses may
be applied to a UCC degree or certificate, taken as electives, or for general
interest of professional development,
and allow students a convenient way
to earn college credit.
UCC also boasts admissions or direct transfer/articulation agreements
with over 50 four-year colleges and
universities such as Rutgers-The State
University, Kean University, Manhattan College, Montclair State University, New Jersey Institute of Technology, New York University, Polytechnic University, Rochester Institute of Technology and St. Peter’s
College.
Spring semester courses will extend through late May during the
daytime, evening and weekend hours
at UCC’s Cranford, Elizabeth,
Plainfield and Scotch Plains campuses.
For more information, please call
(908) 709-7518.

Fall Term 2003 Dean’s List
Reported at Johnson & Wales
AREA – Johnson & Wales University in Providence, R.I. has reported
that Scotch Plains resident Patrick
Dinsmore, Fanwood resident Daniel
Zelikman and Berkeley Heights residents Charles DiStefano and Peter
Pagano were named to the Dean’s List
for the fall term, ending in November.
To receive Dean’s List commenda-

tion, students must earn a cumulative grade point average of 3.40 or
above.
Patrick is majoring in applied computer science, while Daniel is focusing his studies in entrepreneurship.
Charles is majoring in hotel management and Peter is studying hotel restaurant management.
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Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 546 Alden Avenue, Westfield.
The property was listed and sold by Hye-Young Choi
of the Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 2 Naworth Pass, Westfield. The
property was listed by Sonia Kassinger and negotiation of the sale was by Hye-Young Choi of the Westfield
office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 619 Raymond Street, Westfield. The
property was listed by Hye-Young Choi and negotiation of the sale was by Kathy Shea of the Westfield
office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 249 Kimball Avenue, Westfield.
The property was sold by Hye-Young Choi and negotiation of the sale was by Hye-Young Choi of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located a t 1111 Wychwood Road,
Westfield. The property was listed by Susan D’Arecca
and negotiation of the sale was by Kim Haley and Susan Checchio, both of the Westfield office of Coldwell
Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 815-817 Carlton Road, Plainfield. The
property was listed and sold by John DeMarco of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 920 Cedar Brook Road,
Plainfield. The property was listed and sold by John
DeMarco of the Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 977 Madison Avenue, Plainfield. The
property was listed and sold by John DeMarco of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 2430 Hill Road, Scotch Plains.
The property was listed by Ruth Tate and negotiation
of the sale was by John DeMarco of the Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 977 Belvidere Avenue, Plainfield. The
property was listed and sold by John DeMarco of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 316 East Dudley Avenue,
Westfield. The property was listed by John Wiley and
negotiation of the sale was by Ann Allen of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 425 Wychwood Road, Westfield.
The property was listed by Kim Haley and negotiation
of the sale was by John Aslanian of the Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
t h i s h o m e l o c at e d a t 1227 Thorton Avenue,
Plainfield. The property was listed by John DeMarco
and negotiation of the sale was by John Aslanian of
the Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 106 Herning Avenue, Cranford.
The property was listed by John Aslanian and negotiation of the sale was by Maureen LaCosta of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 7 Debra Court Scotch Plains.
The property was listed and sold by Reva Berger of
the Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 5 Pine Court, Westfield. the property
was listed by Jayne Bernstein and negotiation of the
sale was by Betty Lynch of the Westfield office of
Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 71 Stoneleigh Park, Westfield. The
property was listed by Kay Gragnano and negotiation
of the sale was by Eileen Burlinson of the Westfield
office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 2387 Bryant Avenue, Scotch
Plains. The property was listed by Carla Capuano and
negotiation of the sale was by Susan Checchio of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 45 Highlander Drive, Scotch
Plains. The property was listed by Margaret McGuire
and negotiation of the sale was by Susan Checchio of
the Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 1185 Puddingstone Road,
Mountainside. The property was listed by Hye-Young
Choi and negotiation of the sale was by Kathy Shea of
the Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 815 Embree Cresent, Westfield.
The property was listed by Kay Gragnano and negotiation of the sale was by Kathy Shea of the Westfield
office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 878 Ternay Avenue, Scotch
Plains. The property was listed by Frank Isoldi and
negotiation of the sale was by Mary Poon of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 205 Orange Avenue, Westfield. The
property was listed by Harriet Lifson and negotiation
of the sale was Janice Tittel of the Westfield office of
Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
t h i s h o m e l o c a t e d a t 1101 Sylvan Lane,
Mountainside. The property was listed and sold by
Lucille K. Roll of the Westfield office of Coldwell
Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 13 Dawn Drive, Clark. The property
was listed by Frank Isoldi and negotiation of the sale
was by Faith Maricic of the Westfield office of Coldwell
Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 1539 Raway Avenue, Westfield. The
property was listed by Kay Gragnano and Hye-Young
Choi and negotiation of the sale ws by Michael Buban
of the Westfield Office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 758 Castleman Drive, Westfield. The
property was listed by Kim Haley and negotiation of
the sale was by Faith Maricic of the Westfield office of
Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 1 Argyll Court, Scotch Plains. The
property was listed by Kim Haley and negotiation of
the sale was by Faith Maricic of the Westfield office of
Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of
this home located at 122 Roger Avenue, Westfield.
The property was listed by Faten Mahran and negotiation of the sale was by Gina Suriano Barber of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 1227 Thorton Avenue, Plainfield. The
property was listed and sold by John DeMarco of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 27 Rambling Drive, Scotch Plains. The
property was listed by Donna Perch and negotiation
of the sale was by Margaret McGuire of the Westfield
office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 108 Harrow Road. The property was
listed by Frank Isoldi and negotiation of the sale was
by Elvira Ardrey.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 1815 Clark Street, Westfield. The
property was listed by Hye-Young Choi and negotiation of the sale was by Barbara Callahan of the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 509 Rahway Avenue, Westfield. The
property was listed by Tom Bianco and negotiation of
the sale was by Nancy Bregman of the Westfield office of Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, has announced the listing and sale of this
home located at 71 Stoneleigh Park, Westfield. The
property was listed by Kay Gragnano and negotiation
of the sale was by Eileen Burlinson of the Westfield
office of Coldwell Banker.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908 233 5555

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
Denotes Open House

Coldwell
Banker Mortgage Services
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
888.317.5416
Concierge Services 800.353.9949
Global Relocation Services 877.384.0033
Previews International Estates Division 800.575.0952

Some people think just
any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
©2002, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Pen & Ink:

Arts & Entertainment

Who Was Naughty and
Who Was Nice in 2002?

Away from the Classroom and Into the Gallery:
Teachers Learned Their Own Lessons as Artists
Maranz, Gallery Coordinator, adding it is important for NJCVA stuSUMMIT -- The artistic endents to have a sense of the artistic
deavors of the award-winning
inclinations expressed by their
faculty of the New Jersey
instructors.
Center for Visual Arts
Many of the instructors ex(NJCVA) are being showhibiting in “Working Artists”
cased in an exhibit titled
have extensive exhibiting
“Working Artists,” preshistories and have been
ently on display at the
teaching at the Center for
Center’s Palmer Gallery.
many years.
Forty-four faculty memAmong the more unbers are represented in
usual offerings of the
“Working Artists,” and a
exhibit is “Crimson
wide range of traditional
Tide” by Professional
as well as contemporary
basket maker, Elisa
and experimental artKessler-Caporale.
work characterizes
Kessler-Caporale
their work. Medias
used reed, continuous
portrayed represent
copper
tubing,
classes taught at the
puzzles, pieces of paCenter’s full-scale
per and Scrabble
art school, and inpieces to create the
clude jewelry makone-of-a-kind basing, sculpture,
ket.
printmaking, phoAnother intrigutography, drawing
Becky Santoro, “Menagerie ing work is Carole
and painting.
Wong Chesek’s
Masquerade,” ceramics.
“‘Working Artclay sculpture, “I
ists’ is a wonderful representation of Shall Be Released (from Bob
the work of our faculty,” said Bonnie Dylan”). This remarkable piece apBy MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

pears at first ornamental, however,
upon closer examination, the words,
and therefore the message, spring

Carole Wong Chesek, “I Shall Be Released (from Bob Dylan),” clay.

from the sculpture.
Perhaps one of the most dominant
works of the exhibit is Phillip

Sherrod’s oil on canvas entitled
“Wendy -V!-(Dominican!). Both
Sherrod and Wong Chesek have
been teaching at NJCVA for over
20 years.
The NJCVA is accredited by the
American Association of Museums
as one of the pre-eminent art center
in New Jersey.
“Working Artists” will be on exhibit through Wednesday, January 8,
2003. NJCVA is located at 68 Elm
Street in Summit. The Gallery is
wheelchair accessible.
Gallery hours are Monday through
Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday
and Sunday 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information, please call
NJCVA at (908) 273-9121.

Star Trek: Nemesis – Has
Few Merchandising Rivals
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

If there’s one thing you can count
on in Moviedom, it’s sequels. Especially if the film has a cult following,
as is the case with Star Trek. Then,
you can count on lots and lots of
sequels. You can bet your zero-gravity penny loafers that each new variation on the original theme will be
ushered in amidst an accompanying
gaggle of marketing ploys. Therein
is our true strength, our real genius
— the tie-in.
You say you really want to fix our
society. Just hook your reform to a
tie-in: i.e. — Blow the whistle on 10
crooked CEOs in your neighborhood
and win a Buick. Far-fetched? Maybe
so. But it’s no surprise that even
before the latest Star Trek, codenamed Nemesis, hit the multiplex
screens, the secondary money-makers were long in place. It’s like electric. All they need to complete the
circuit is you.
Just ask the guy at the local fast
food emporium about it. He’s seen
‘em come and go. Why do you think
those windows are so large? More
room for signs! Down comes the
Nutty Professor display, up goes the
Star Trek cardboard.
Non-Trekkies should be especially
pleased with Star Trek: Nemesis. Not
that it’s that good. But at least it has
some stand-alone value. In short,
one needn’t be a fan to derive a
modicum of entertainment from the
big screen adventure.
So accompanying True Believers
on their latest pilgrimage to where
no moviegoer has ever gone before
(that is unless they’ve seen any of the
previous nine issues) won’t represent half the sacrifice it usually does.
Of course that won’t be so good for
those who traditionally seize this
opportunity to pile on the guilt or
win brownie points with significant
others.
Assaying Star Trek 10 for cardcarrying zealots is a much more difficult task. First of all, which Trekkies
are we talking about? Those who
prefer Shatner’s Admiral James T.
Kirk to Patrick Stewart’s Captain
Jean-Luc Picard? Or are we trying to
apprise those who feel director
Nicholas Meyers’ efforts (Wrath of
Khan-1982 and VI: Undiscovered
Country-91) are best?
Then, what about the fan that
believes the finest installments were
those directed by cast members
Shatner (The Final Frontier-89),
Nimoy (The Search for Spock-84
and The Voyage Home-86) or Frakes
(First Contact-’96 and Insurrection98)?
Doubtless there are other splinter groups within the cult to consider when evaluating this latest
offering served up by director Stuart
Baird.
To the uninitiated and vaguely
disinterested, the liturgy and legend are daunting. We can’t even
understand such simple concepts,
like why not always leave the
Starship Enterprise’s protective
shields up? This would especially
make sense when there are cranky
Romulans on the prowl, as happens
so often in Nemesis.
You see, the Romulans, a warring
people if ever there were any, are
suing for peace. Can we trust them?
And those Remans sure look nasty,
too...like Max Schreck in Nosferatu
(1922). So we’d certainly feel better
with those shields up, especially when
confronted with their fearsome ship,
the Scimitar.
“Well, that’s a no-brainer,” says
the indignant nerd who deigns to
address my quandary. He removes

his lobster bib, the one with the Star
Trek design, and informs:” The protective shields use up energy. You
have to save them for battle emergencies. What do you own the power
company?”
Hmm, that makes sense. But then
you wonder, aren’t we so far into the
future that we really don’t have to
worry about conserving energy?
Don’t ask.
Understandably, in deciding where
to devote their energies, the producers of this series are faced with a
tragic dilemma. Of course the bestcase scenario would be a Star Trek
that pleased both the great unwashed
as well as the diehard enthusiast.
And although that’s really a contradiction in terms, you get the feeling that at least Star Trek: Nemesis
gives it the old college try.
For one, by presenting us with the
internal plight of the warmongering
Romulans and the Remans they’ve
long subjugated, the screenwriters
trot out that favorite literary conjecture, the twin. Captain Picard’s twin,
or more appropriately put, his evil
twin, is actually a clone, a younger
version of himself in appearance.
But there’s more to it. Brought up
by the dastardly Remans, the way
Mythology’s Romulus and Remus
were suckled and raised by wolves,
Praetor Shinzon (Tom Hardy) has
risen above his lowly roots to an
albeit tenuous position as leader of
the Romulans.
He says he wants a truce with the
Federation. You believe him?
Suffice it to note that in this pop
thesis on man’s dual nature, there is
yet a twin within this twin. Consciously or not, Hardy makes his
angry replica a cross between Edward G. Robinson’s Wolf Larsen in
The Sea Wolf (1941) and Ray
Fiennes’s concentration camp commandant (Amon Goth) in Schindler’s
List (1993).
Admittedly, there are better role
models for someone purporting to be
good. You may remember Larsen’s
famous line: “Better to reign in Hell
than to serve in Heaven.”
And if that’s not enough cerebral matter to chew on, know that
the lovable android, Lieutenant
Commander Data, winningly portrayed by Brent Spiner (who cowrote the screenplay), also has a
double.
In both cases, the filmmaker ponders the age-old question of genetics
versus environment in the formation
of one’s character, human and otherwise.
Of course it comes as no surprise
that director Baird’s speculation is
sophomoric at best. No harm,
though. Very few people wishing to
pursue a life in psychology and/or
philosophy will make the mistake
of just seeing Nemesis instead of
applying for admission to Cornell.
Very few.
And anyway, we all know that all
this plot stuff is really just fodder to
fill the frames between lengthy explanations of Star Trek lore and those
exciting, space-aged dog fights, of
which there are plenty. But what’s
that? You say you’re just in it for the
plastic action figures, the combination tote bag/poncho and the anniversary quilt? Well, warp speed
ahead. Maybe you’ll even win a ticket
to this movie.
* * * * *

Star Trek: Nemesis, rated PG-13,
is a Paramount Pictures release directed by Stuart Baird and stars
Patrick Stewart, Brent Spiner and
Tom Hardy. Running time: 116 minutes.

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everybody’s afraid of the threat of a lump of coal in his or her stocking.
Could a man with such a jolly chuckle and a gleeful grin
really base the kind of Christmas presents one should
receive on their behavior over 365 days? In the case of
Cardinal Bernard Law of the Archdiocese of Boston,
maybe hundreds of coal-filled stockings are in order.
Here is who has been naughty and nice in 2002:
Law
Nice
Sharon Osborne – she has faced the media’s spotlights
with grace and candor during her bout with cancer;
Maryland’s Montgomery County Police
Chief Charles Moose – his persistence and
honesty with Americans peeled to their
TVs made him a real stand-up kind of guy;
McDonalds – to Ronald and his crew for
keeping their chins up despite being blamed Osbourne
for obesity and for a stupendous musical benefit concert for
Moose
the Ronald McDonald House Charities.
Catherine Reynolds – though she’s worth billions of dollars, she tried
to provide an educational venue
for children to learn about
America’s heroes at the
Smithsonian in Washington, D.C.
Though the museum said “no
thanks” to the million-dollar offer,
Reyond’s intentions were pure and
golden.
Al Gore – He gave Democrats
still reeling from the 2000 election reason for celebration when
he announced that he wouldn’t
be running in 2004. While he
By CAROL F. DAVIS
didn’t pose a real
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
threat to RepubIf you haven’t firmed up your
licans anyway,
New Year’s Eve plans, consider
attending one of New Jersey’s First
we applaud his
Night celebrations.
noble decision to
* * * * *
use his energy
Summit:
Summit
has two celebraand
time
pursuGore
tions: one for the kids from 3 to 6:30
ing
other
p.m. at the Summit Middle School,
endeavors…like growing the
and the other for adults from 7 p.m. to
perfect beard.
midnight, with fireworks on theVillage
Green at the end of each. The early
Naughty and Nasty
show includes a puppet troupe, faceChristina Aguilera – the twin of
painting, comedy, magic, marionettes,
Twisted Sister’s clown make-up
storytelling, and more typical events to
painted Dee Snyder, the vocalist
entertain the little ones. Later, there will
be lotsa music and dancing, including
said her new imjazz, blues, hits from the 50s and 60s,
age
was
African drumming, chamber music,
“stripped” of all
and Irish ballads. Besides the Middle
pretenses. Yet,
School, sites include the Central Presbyterian Church and the New Jersey
applying cosmetCenter for Visual Arts. $10 buys it all,
ics with a palette
and kids under 5 are admitted free as
knife, coiffing
long as there is a badged adult with
Aguilera
them. Badges are available all over
your hair like a
town. (908) 522-1722 or http://
rag doll and
www.suburbanchambers.org/firstnit/.
dressing like a streetwalker leaves
* * * * *
a downright dirty impression on
Maplewood/South
Orange: South
her youngest fans.
Orange hosts this year, with two proAxl Rose of Guns n’ Roses –
grams. The kids’ afternoon events will
Clear Channel Entertainment knew
go from 3 to 5 p.m., and include Break!
The Urban Funk Spectacular, Doug
what it was doing when it fed its
Young Comedy, Magic & Illusions,
contract with Rose and the band to
and Fred Greenspan Traditional Pupa giant shredder.
petry. Bring the kids home, feed them,
The infamous
get a sitter, and head out for evening
events beginning at 7:30 p.m. Choose
no-show act
from a variety of activities including
proves they not
Navesink Brass, a harpist, a storyteller,
only have no recomedy, bluegrass, dance, and folk
spect for their
music. Oh, and a belly dancer. (973)
76FIRST or http://community.nj.com/
fans, but no
cc/firstnight-soma.
Rose
class whatso* * * * *
ever. Though the wounds are still
Montclair:
Phoebe Snow headfresh and warranted, they owe their
lines
this
year’s
celebration, whose
ticket holders one huge apology.

Get Outta
The House

POPCORN ™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 ½ popcorns

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

FESTIVE DINNER...Lou Francz, President of Board of Directors of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) Friends and Jane Francz, Secretary,
enjoy the Friends Holiday Dinner at Aquaviva Restaurant in Westfield.

Westfield Symphony Friends
Elect Officers; Post Calendar
WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) recently installed their 20022003 slate of officers and announced
a calendar of events designed to spotlight the Symphony’s 20th Anniversary season.
The new officers are: Co-presidents Renee Trabert and Anne Marie
Finn; Treasurer Carol Leone; Junior
Friends Chair Siobhan Davey; and
Membership Chair Christine Bailey.
Last year’s president, Deirdre
Malacrea, is director of Nominations,
Carol Tener will oversee Usher activities, and Betsy Thomas will serve
as publicity director.
Mrs. Finn and Mrs. Trabert outlined their vision for their tenure.
“We plan to expand the Friends’
membership outreach considerably
and heighten awareness and access
to the Symphony throughout
Westfield and beyond. We’ve introduced some new features to our traditionally popular social and cultural events and reconfigured our
website. Our overarching goal is to
bring the joys of the Westfield Symphony to all within hearing distance
in an atmosphere of civic pride and
neighborly welcome.”
Upcoming events for new and
veteran Friends members include a
Holiday Dinner; a January New
Friends Open House; the time-honored, thematic Progressive Dinner
in March; and the much anticipated spring attraction, the 19th
Annual Tour of Notable Homes, to
be held on Saturday, May 3, 2003,

under the supervision of Home Tour
Chairs Lee Corcoran and Roberta
Smith.
The WSO has also scheduled the
Symphony-sponsored Gala and Auction on Saturday, April 5, at
Shackamaxon Country Club.
The WSO, which is led by Maestro
David Wroe and features professional
musicians, serves as the Resident
Orchestra of Union County. The
Friends of the WSO support the orchestra and its music education and
outreach programs through
fundraising activities throughout the
year.
Mrs. Trabert and Mrs. Finn concluded, “The Westfield Symphony
Friends invite everyone to join in the
Symphony’s 20th Anniversary celebration by exploring membership
in this important community organization.”
Prospective members can call the
WSO at (908) 232-9400 to learn
more about the Friends or about the
Symphony’s 2003 Concert Schedule
or log on to www.westfieldnj.com/
wso/friends.

Local Celebrity News

Jenna Rodriques’ Artwork
To be Included in Calendar
WESTFIELD
–
Jenna
Rodriques, 9, of Westfield will have
her original drawing spotlighted in
a 2003 complementary calendar
assembled by ShopRite supermarkets.
Jenna competed with other children in the calendar artwork contest,
which was sponsored throughout
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut and Delaware.
A fourth grader, Jenna was se-

lected through “Draw Attention to
Hunger,” an art education resource
and contest sponsored by ShopRite
Partners in Caring, the company’s
hunger fighting initiative.
She developed a drawing that
focused on hunger, whether it be
heightened general awareness of
the issue or suggesting potential
solutions to the problem. Jenna’s
entry was among 700 submitted to
ShopRite.

theme is “Over the Edge,” along
with the Flying Mueller Brothers
and the New Jersey Ballet. There
will also be magic, comedy, and
spiritual drumming. Women get a
special bathroom treat — a ladiesonly performance as you powder
your nose and go about your business. You may want to go before
you leave the house. Buttons are
$10, or $20 to include Phoebe
Snow’s performance. It all will take
place at the campus of Montclair
High School, beginning at 7 p.m.
The evening will culminate in a
grand finale of fireworks. (973) 5094910
or
www.firstnightmontclair.org.
* * * * *
Morristown: The First Night fun
in Morris County takes place in
Morristown. Buttons are $12 in
advance, or $15 for you last-minute
decision makers. A huge variety of
events will begin at 7:15, in 25
locations, and will end with midnight fireworks on the Green. This
is what First Night is all about. Call
for information: (973) 538-2555 or
www.firstnightmorris.com.
* * * * *

LEADING LADY...Westfield High
School senior Lindsay-Rose Sinclair
leads the cast in “White Christmas” in
Puttin’ On The Ritz, The Music of
Irving Berlin, America’s Songwriter,
which will be presented by the
Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative
Theater (WYACT) and the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) on New
Year’s Eve at 7:30 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue. Tickets are available at
the WSO office, 224 East Broad Street,
The Town Book Store, 255 East Broad
Street, and Lancaster’s, Ltd., 76 Elm
Street. Proceeds will benefit WYACT’s
free summer program and WSO’s
educational programs.

Red Bank: They’re back after canceling last year’s festivities, and with
a bang! Your buttons will gain you
access to live poetry readings, a range
of musical performances from classic to jazz to rock, and even films.
Leave it to Red Bank to attract the
“artsy” crowds. Transportation between venues will be provided, and
you can ring in the New Year with a
candlelight ceremony at the intersection of Broad and Monmouth. While
you are there, plan to have dinner in
one of the many wonderful eateries
in town. (732) 741-0380.
* * * * *
Photo Courtesy of Regan Andrade of DKB and Partners, Inc. of Morristown

DOING HER PART...WITH ART...Fourth grader Jenna Rodriques of
Westfield did her part for fighting hunger when she submitted her original
drawing to ShopRite’s calendar contest.

A&E in 2003: New Insights, Modern Flavor, More Local Heroes
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Other First Night sites in New
Jersey include: Medford, Toms River,
Ocean
City,
Ridgewood,
Haddonfield, Manasquan, and
Teaneck. Be sure to call ahead of
time to secure your buttons and decide on your own schedule of fun!
Oh, and Happy New Year!!

