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Jennifer Pinto for The Westfield Leader
UPSIDE DOWN FUN…Michael Vilarino of Scotch Plains enjoys performing
outrageous dives at The Westfield Memorial Pool on a hot and sunny afternoon.
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Westfield Police March
To Protest Prolonged
Contract Negotiations

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The streets of Downtown Westfield
bustled with the usual Tuesday
evening dinner goers, and jazz mu-
sic; as members of the Westfield
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) marched through town with
signs around their necks, asking for
public support and salary benefits.

The PBA was making a peaceful
demonstration due to the non-reso-
lution of their contract. Their con-
tract expired on December 31, 2001,
and negotiations are set to go into
arbitration on Friday, September 13.

Members of the Westfield police

force were joined by police from
Springfield, Garwood, Mountainside,
Linden, Winfield Park, Scotch Plains,
North Plainfield, Berkeley Heights,
Kenilworth, Clark, Union County
Corrections, the Union County Swat
Team; as well as members of the
Westfield Fire Department.

Since it is against the law for any
police department to strike, the PBA
held their peaceful demonstration.
The parade of more than 70 people
departed Police Headquarters and
proceeded up East Broad Street and
circled the center of Westfield before
returning to the Municipal Building
in order to attend the Public Session

of the Town Coun-
cil. The march was
led by Lieutenant
Peter Klebauer of the
Westfield Fire De-
partment, who
played patriotic
songs on the bag-
pipes.

According to past
PBA President Scott
Rodger, who has
been handling the
contract negotiations
for the PBA, the
march was held in
order to bring their
“plight” to the atten-
tion of the citizens of
Westfield.

The officers
handed out flyers in
town reading, “We
take care of your
families now please
take care of ours.”

According to Of-
ficer Rodger, there
are 1.91 policemen
for every thousand
people in Westfield,
where as neighbor-

ing towns’ averages range from 2.02
to 3.4 officers per 1,000 citizens.
Westfield has the fifth largest popu-
lation in Union County, with the
second lowest crime rate at 12.8 per-
cent.

Officer Rodger also stated that the
police department handled 3,500
motor vehicle stops in 2000, and
doubled that number at the request of
the Town Council in 2001, incurring
almost no cost increase.

He also said that since all 9-1-1
calls come into the police depart-

Graffiti Is Appearing
In Downtown Area,

RR Station Underpass
By JENNIFER PINTO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Residents, commuters and visi-
tors have noticed that graffiti is
beginning to make an appearance
in Downtown Westfield and in the
train station underpass.

Paul Babik, an accountant whose
office is located above Sam Goody
on Quimby Street, told The
Westfield Leader that someone
apparently climbs on the roofs of
the Brick Oven and Jos. Banks
Clothiers, presumably at night.

They have sprayed graffiti on
the side of his building at the sec-
ond floor level, from front to back.
The graffiti is visible from Quimby
Street. Mr. Babik related that

somehow this access must be pre-
vented and the graffiti cleaned up.

Apartment residents in down-
town Westfield told The Leader
that graffiti on buildings is more
visible when looking out of their
windows than when compared to
views from street level. One resi-
dent pointed out that the rear of
the building housing La Crema
Gelato & Caffé is heavily laden
with graffiti.

A Leader reporter went through
the adjacent alleyway and found
this to be true.

Of particular concern and no-
ticeable to commuters is the ap-
pearance of graffiti on the ce-
ramic artwork in the Westfield
Train Station underpass. In the
incipient stage of graffiti, three of
the eighteen mural tiles are marked
up.

Stacey Farley, of Westfield, de-
signed, produced and installed the
tiles in 1998 as part of the $6
million Westfield train station
project. Ms. Farley was selected
by NJ Transit and by Westfield
community representatives after
a competition among 16 artists.

The designs reflect area transporta-
tion history based on archives from
the Westfield Historical Society as
well as the “Postcard Collection of
Stan & Jody Lipson.”

The Leader contacted Mayor
Gregory McDermott regarding the
graffiti. The Mayor took immedi-
ate action and called The Leader
within a half-hour. “Public works
and the police are at the train sta-

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
PARADE OF DEMONSTRATORS…Members of the Westfield Police Department wore posters calling for fairer
contract wages and carried American flags throughout the downtown on Tuesday evening. Pictured, above, the peaceful
demonstrators cross from the Westfield Train Station to process down Elm Street.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
CALL FOR SUPPORT…Hoisting an American flag,
Westfield Police Officer Gary G. Moore joined fellow
officers and their families in the peaceful demonstration.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
STANDING UP FOR
DAD…Daughters and sons champi-
oned their parents’ call for fairer
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
contracts during the demonstration,
holding signs saying, “My Daddy’s
My Hero,” “Health Insurance Cuts
Unfair!” and “My Dad’s Worth It.”

WF Parking Director Resigns;
Council Agrees to Settlement

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Prior to the public portion of the
public Town Council meeting Tues-
day, Town Administrator James
Gildea told governing body mem-
bers he had received a letter from
Westfield School Superintendent Dr.
William Foley regarding a letter en-
closed in residents’ tax bills.

He said that Dr. Foley was disput-
ing the average assessed home value

numbers used in the letter.
Mayor Gregory McDermott said

the percentages remain the same and
the bills are correct.

Mr. Gildea also announced that he
received the resignation of Parking
Director Barry Sommers on Friday.
Mr. Sommers has given two weeks
notice for personal reasons.

The public portion of the Town
Council meeting was delayed for a
short time while the council went

into closed session to discuss poten-
tial litigation.

Mayor McDermott presented Me-
morial Pool lifeguard Allison
Milkosky with a proclamation for
recently saving the life of a young
boy who had a seizure and had
stopped breathing at the pool.

Miss Milkosky received a stand-
ing ovation from the crowd in the
council chambers.

Robert Casino, a Madison Avenue
resident, spoke to the council regard-
ing road repairs needed on his street.
He said that with the shared leaf
collection service between Scotch
Plains and Westfield, there is in-
creased traffic on the street. He said
the town should bear some of the cost
and not the Madison Avenue rede-
velopment and improvement group.

He also said he is concerned that
the houses being developed on Madi-
son Avenue are getting to be too big
for the size of the street.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
said a temporary road improvement
had been performed on Madison
Avenue five to six years ago and that
he would support Madison Avenue
for inclusion on the list of 2003 road
projects to be considered.

Walnut Street resident John
Tingley questioned the progress of
the proposed cultural arts center at
the Westfield Board of Education
building.

Mayor McDermott stated that he
has not heard anything recently and
that the council is not going to be
financially involved.

Resident Sal Antonelli questioned
why Sycamore Field, behind
Westfield Fire House Two, has been
taken out of commission. He said
that the field was redone using county
funds.

Mayor McDermott responded that
both Sycamore and Sid Fay fields
have been taken out of commission
because they are in bad shape, but
that the fields are being worked on.

Mr. Marsh said Sycamore Field
was ruined last fall by a group who
used it illegally, but that it is sched-
uled to be repaired by this fall.

Mr. Antonelli questioned why it
was not taken out of commission in
the fall, when it was damaged. He
stated that there is no mechanism in
place for field maintenance, nor is
there a mechanism to monitor use
and misuse.

Mr. Marsh said there are four staff
people at the Department of Public
Works (DPW) for park and field
maintenance. He stated it is an im-
proved system that will continue to
be enhanced. He added that when
problems with the parks and fields
are brought to the DPW’s attention,
they are dealt with.

Third Ward Democratic Council-
man Kevin Walsh stated that the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Jermey Lipstein for The Westfield Leader
TAINTED MURALS…Markers taint the underpass of the Westfield
Train Station. Pictured is one of three tile-murals with graffiti.

Police Attend Council Meeting;
Conference Session Rehashed

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The public portion of the Town Coun-
cil meeting began with The Pledge of
Allegiance as usual, but there was an
unusual fervor in the air. As more than
70 people, a large portion of which was
a representation of the Westfield Po-
lice Department, overwhelmingly re-
sounded The Pledge in the Council
chambers. Mayor Gregory McDermott
told The Westfield Leader that listen-
ing to the crowd recite the pledge was,
“so overwhelming.”

Mayor McDermott began the open
discussion with a statement that the
mediation for the PBA contract has
been set, and that the members of the
council would like to see things come
to a conclusion. He added that be-
cause they are still in negotiation the
members of the council would not be
able to answer any questions regard-
ing the contract negotiations.

Westfield resident and Police Of-
ficer Scott Rodger, immediate past
president of the Westfield
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
(PBA), was the first to speak.

Officer Rodger pointed out that
the starting salary for a Westfield
Police Officer is $27,000, which is
significantly less than a librarian or
teacher in Westfield. He pointed out
that, “No other profession bears the
heavy responsibilities that rest on
the shoulders of a police officer.”

He said that after months of nego-
tiations, “the town intimated that our
police officers should receive a zero
percent pay increase for three years.”

Adding that, during a meeting
they were told that they would have
to surrender their current benefits
plan if they were expecting, “to be
paid in accordance with our produc-

tion and performance.”
Bates Way resident Anthony

Attanasio stated that a “lack of lead-
ership” has been shown. He pointed
out Third Ward Democratic Coun-
cilmen Kevin Walsh and Fourth Ward
Democratic Councilman Lawrence
Goldman, charging them with hav-
ing “clandestine meetings” with po-
lice officers during the negotiations.
He added that people are currently
asking for corporate accountability,
as well as accountability in the sen-
ate, and that the grassroots level is,
“no place for partisan politics.”

Mr. Attanasio also said that Coun-
cilmen Goldman and Walsh should,
“consider resigning their positions.”

Michael Patrick, a 22-year Westfield
resident said that the town, “pride
ourselves on being the best”. Adding
that the taxpayers spend “65 percent”
of their tax money on the children,
and that they should be protected,
“especially in light of 9/11.”

Boulevard resident Mark Boyd told
the council that signing the contract

after negotiations is just the begin-
ning, then a relationship has to be
established and maintained. He asked
the council to negotiate “in good
faith,” as, “one body.”

John Dugan, a Westfield resident,
former Westfield Police Officer and
lifetime PBA member commended
the council for the job that they do,
and that disagreements make things
get settled. He said that the contract
is not just for the police officers, but
also for their families.

He spoke of the wonderful reputa-
tion that the police department has
within the community and the state,
and that he would pay anything for
them to be there when he needs them.

Mr. Dugan said that he tells his son
that, “we live in the safest town in the
United States, and I believe that.”

Resident and Chair of the Westfield
Republican Party, Jon Bramnick
stated his concerns that the council is
not negotiating as a council. He
complimented Councilman Goldman

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10



CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Page 10 Thursday, August 8, 2002 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

�����
Certified H.S. Teachers

Scotch Plains,
Summit, Edison

& Metuchen

O
U

R
 2

6T
H
 Y

E
A

R

PSAT / SAT I
EDUCATIONAL

SERVICES CENTER
1-800-762-8378

www.esctestprep.com

��������������	

�
�������������


���������������

�����������

RON BANSKY
715 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
908 301 0711

Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey.
Allstate Life Insurance Company, Home Office: Northbrook, Illinois.
© 2002 Allstate Insurance Company

You’re in good hands.

McGreevey’s Use of AMBER
System Lauded by Sen. Bagger
WESTFIELD — State Senator

Richard H. Bagger (R-21) com-
mended Governor James E.
McGreevey for his decision this week
to implement the AMBER
(America’s Missing: Broadcast
Emergency Response) Alert System
in New Jersey.

The Governor’s action follows the
recovery of two California teens who
had been abducted at gun point last
week.

“As a sponsor of legislation to estab-
lish AMBER’s Plan in New Jersey, I
believe this new alert system will greatly
assist our law enforcement officers in
the most serious of abductions in New
Jersey. We must protect our children at
all cost,” said Senator Bagger.

New Jersey becomes the 15th state
to establish a AMBER Alert System.
The system is named after Amber
Hagerman, a nine-year old girl who
was abducted and murdered in North
Texas in 1996.

New Jersey’s system will include
broadcasts on television and radio as

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Police Strike
ment, the police must respond to each call,
including all medical calls until the arrival
of advanced life support. Officer Rodger
said that members of the Westfield Fire
Department receive a stipend for serving
as Emergency Medical Technicians
(EMT), but that the police department is
not being compensated for this.

He stated that Westfield has, “less
cops, doing more work, for less money,
than any neighboring municipality.”

According to Officer Rodger, the
salaries are the biggest sticking point
in the negotiations. He said that the
police are, “looking to be paid a fair
wage for the job we’re performing.”

Officer Rodger and several residents
spoke during the council meeting with
regard to the negotiations. For more
information on the council meeting,
please see the story on the front page.

well as the use of dozens of elec-
tronic signs along the state’s high-
ways, bridges and tunnels that con-
nect the state to New York, Pennsyl-
vania and Delaware.

“The rapid dissemination of infor-
mation, including description of the
missing child, details of the abduction,
description of the alleged abductor and
vehicle will greatly assist the commu-
nity in finding a child who has been
abducted,” Senator Bagger stated. “Once
this system is in place, our citizenry will
become the eyes and ears for the law
enforcement community.”

Jennifer Pinto for The Westfield Leader
SPLASH BATH…Two-year-old Andrew Dazzo of Westfield collects water with
his cup from the mushroom fountain at the Westfield Memorial Pool.

Council Readies Jitney Bus;
Awaits OK on  Ballfield Site

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- It is hoped
that the long-awaited Scotch Plains-
Fanwood jitney bus service will be
up and running next month.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins told the Township
Council at its conference meeting on
Tuesday that he is waiting to get the
agreements with Fanwood and NJ
Transit finalized, something he an-
ticipates will be completed within
30 days.

Plans call for two shuttle buses,
each seating 25 passengers, to run
during the morning and afternoon
rush hours on the north and south
sides of the railroad tracks. One bus
will be devoted to serving the bulk of
Fanwood and the southern side of
Scotch Plains while the other bus
will serve the northern sides of both
communities.

NJ Transit, which is administering
the federally-funded program, will
disburse grants to fund the operating
costs of the program. It is estimated
that Scotch Plains residents will make
up the bulk of the shuttle buses’
riders, since most township residents
live more than walking distance from
the train station in Fanwood.

In other matters, the council is
expected to approve a resolution at
its regular meeting next Tuesday that
will formally accept a $74,819 state
grant that will be used for prelimi-
nary site studies of the planned
ballfield site on Plainfield Avenue.

Bids for the development and con-
struction of the park were received
last month, and it is expected that a
contract will be awarded soon. If all
goes smoothly, it is hoped that the
site — which will include a new
ballfield and a soccer field — will be
ready for public use by spring 2003.

Across Plainfield Avenue from the
site of the future park is a tract of land
that Councilman Frank Rossi is push-
ing to be designated as a conserva-
tion zone. In late 2000, the council
passed an ordinance creating the
zone, which designates certain town-
ship-owned tracts of land as being
off-limits to development of any kind
— be it residential or commercial or

even the development of a new park.
Thus far, two parcels of prop-

erty have been designated as such.
The proposed new zone is about
three acres in size and is next to
the Township Public Works site on
the southern side of Plainfield
Avenue at the corner of Evergreen
Avenue.

The plan is for the land to be
subdivided into two separate lots and
then for the lot closest to Evergreen

THURSDAY, JULY 25
• A shoplifting incident occurred at a

North Avenue store involving approximately
$376 worth of clothing, which was recov-
ered. Authorities said a female suspect was
detained but then released. No one has been
charged in connection with the incident.

FRIDAY, JULY 26
• Lawrence Loguidice, 33, of

Fanwood was arrested at Elizabeth Av-
enue and charged with driving while
intoxicated and with refusal to submit to
a breathalyzer test. He was released on
his own recognizance.

He was subsequently arrested later that
same day in the parking lot of a South
Avenue convenience store after alleg-
edly assaulting a North Plainfield resi-
dent there and then fighting with police
officers who responded to the scene.

Loguidice was charged with assault,
criminal mischief, resisting arrest, dis-
orderly conduct and two counts of ag-
gravated assault.

• A Newark resident reported that her
1996 Toyota was burglarized in the 700
block of Norgate. The victim stated that
her pocketbook and a Sony mini compact
disk player were stolen from the car.

• A burglary was reported at a resi-
dence on Carol Road, in which one or
more unknown suspects ransacked a
bedroom and removed an estimated
$30,000 worth of jewelry.

TUESDAY, JULY 30
• Joshua McMahon, 23, of Westfield

was arrested at police headquarters and

charged with disorderly conduct after he
allegedly behaved in a loud and threatening
manner and lunged toward a police officer.
He was released on his own recognizance.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
• Kariem Smith-Garner, 18, of Scotch

Plains and a 17-year-old male juvenile
from Westfield were arrested on two
counts each of strong arm robbery after
they allegedly approached two 15-year-
old boys at the north side Westfield train
station and demanded money.

One of the victims was allegedly struck
in the face, after which the suspects fled
the scene, reportedly having taken $1
from the victims. They were apprehended
at Windsor Park. The juvenile was turned
over to a guardian while Smith-Garner
was sent to the Union County Jail.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1
• Roxanne R. Reynolds, 20, of

Bloomfield was arrested and charged
with theft in connection with a July 2
incident in which jewelry was stolen
from a Sunset Avenue residence. She
was released on $300 bail.

• A 1996 Oldsmobile belonging to a
Wallington resident and reported stolen
out of Newark July 31 was recovered at
the Westfield Memorial Pool.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3
• A business in the 1100 block of South

Avenue reported that someone forced open
the front door of the establishment and
stole $220 in currency, along with an
unknown amount of cigarettes and cigars.

• A South Euclid Avenue resident
reported the theft of his radar detector
from his motor vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4
• A Ford Escort reported stolen out of

Cranford was recovered on Cacciola
Place. No one has been charged in con-
nection with the incident.

Property Tax Reform
Ballot Query Eyed in SP

Avenue to be designated as a conser-
vation zone while the lot closest to
the Public Works property will re-
main a public zone.

It is also expected that the coun-
cil will give its approval next week
to a request from the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Asso-
ciation to hold a sidewalk sale in
the downtown business district from
Thursday, August 15 through Sat-
urday, August 17.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- At its meet-
ing next Tuesday night, the Scotch
Plains Township Council is expected
to join several other New Jersey towns
in giving its residents an opportunity
to express their opinion on reform-
ing the state’s property tax system.

Last month, the council introduced
an ordinance that, if approved next
week, would place a non-binding
public question on the November
election ballot asking local voters if

they favor holding a state constitu-
tional convention to address prop-
erty tax reform.

This action comes in the wake of
the State Legislature’s failure to act
this year on legislation that would
have placed a statewide referendum
on the November ballot regarding a
state constitutional convention to
address property tax reform.

Despite having gained some mo-
mentum earlier in the year, the legis-
lation stalled without ever coming
up for a vote in Trenton.

A constitutional convention would
have prepared proposals consisting
of amendments to the state constitu-
tion and revisions to existing state
statutes, all revenue-neutral.

This might have helped eliminate
the inequities in the current system,
ensure greater uniformity in the ap-
plication of property taxes, reduce
property taxes as a share of overall
public revenue and help communi-
ties reduce their high dependence on
property taxes.

The state’s over-reliance on prop-
erty taxes has, according to a study
released in late June, led to more
than 20 percent of the state’s munici-
palities being under financial stress.
The average property tax rate in New
Jersey in 2000 was $2.32 per $100 of
assessed property value, according
to the report by New Jersey Policy
Perspectives, while the national av-
erage was just $1.21.

With all five members already hav-
ing stated their support of the ordi-
nance and supporting reform of the
property tax system, the council is
expected to unanimously approve
the ordinance next Tuesday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Graffiti
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council
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Resignation

tion as we speak,” said Mayor
McDermott.

According to Mayor McDermott,
The Department of Public works is
at the train station attempting to
clean up the graffiti and that the
police are taking pictures of the
tainted tiles. Those photos will be
kept on file for future investigation.
This method helps the police to track
possible serial graffiti artists.

Mayor McDermott also told The
Leader that there are two cameras
underneath the train station under-
pass, one being in the elevator. Those
tapes will also be reviewed.

“We will continue to monitor this
situation,” said Mayor McDermott.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
ISSUES TO AIR…The Council Chambers of the Westfield Municipal Building was filled to the brim at 7:45 p.m. as the
Town Council was about to get an earful from demonstrating police officers and concerned residents.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
WE SALUTE YOU…As demonstrating Westfield police officers proceeded down East Broad Street, Lieutenant John
Geoghegan offered a salute of support while directing traffic.

council should look into the groups
using the fields, because it did not
appear to him that many of the groups
are related to Westfield.

Paul Collins, a resident of Seneca
Place, addressed the council on the
issue of speeding on Forest Avenue.
He said he felt a four-way stop, rumble
strips or other traffic calming mea-
sures should be implemented.

First Ward Democratic Council-
man Carl Salisbury explained that
the town can not just add a stop sign,
but that a warrant study needs to be
done.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt asked Mr.
Collins to gather his neighbors for
the next Transportation Parking and
Traffic Committee meeting.

Resident Bill Brown questioned
the status of the proposed parking
decks.

Mayor McDermott stated that the
two pieces of property being consid-
ered for parking decks are on the
Wednesday, September 18 agenda of
the planning board, in order to be
declared as areas in need of redevel-
opment.

Mr. Brown suggested the installa-
tion of traffic lights at North Avenue
and Crossway Place and at North
Avenue and Tuttle Parkway. He also
suggested the use of cameras to catch
speeders rather than speed humps.

Councilman Walsh suggested that
if the council was going to consider
doing warrant studies, the intersec-
tion of Boulevard and Park Street
should be examined.

Officials also heard the first read-
ing of the Tree Preservation Ordi-
nance.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Peter Echausse stated this new
ordinance will better protect the trees
in town.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion to authorize the Mayor and Town
Clerk to execute a settlement agree-
ment.

Mayor McDermott told The
Westfield Leader that the settle-
ment was for a lawsuit involving a
woman from the Springfield Board
of Health who sued the Westfield
Board of Health Director and named
the town in her lawsuit. According
to the Mayor, the settlement is cov-
ered by insurance, for which the
town has to pay the $5,000 deduct-
ible.

The council also approved a reso-
lution to award a contract to Man-
agement Learning Associates to
conduct a needs assessment study
for Westfield’s recreation commis-
sion and recreation department.

Councilman Echausse said that this
would allow for user groups to con-
vene and see what long range plan-
ning is needed for the commission
and the department.

The next meeting of the Town
Council is Tuesday, September 3.

for admitting and recognizing that
having the meeting with the police
department was dangerous. “Let’s
stay away from politics,” he added.

Councilman Goldman said that he
was originally going to reserve his
comments until after the public was
done speaking, but that he felt the
need to speak out. Though Mr.
Attanasio had left the meeting, Coun-
cilman Goldman wanted to respond
to his remarks.

Councilman Goldman said that Mr.
Attanasio had failed to mention that
he is the campaign manager for his
opponent Christopher Panagos, and
that he was, “clearly here for politi-
cal purposes.” He said that Mr.
Attanasio had accused him and Coun-
cilman Walsh of illegal and unethi-
cal conduct, and that he does not,
“take a charge like that lightly.”

Councilman Goldman said that the
only reason he and Councilman Walsh
met with Officers Bob Weiss and Scott
Rodger was to clear up rumors. Mr.
Goldman said that no negotiation in-
formation was discussed. He said
that for labor and contract negotia-
tions the council has always acted and
spoken as one, and that is still the
case. He added that negotiations are,
“too important an issue for there to be
party politics involved.”

“The politics on this issue are not
being driven by the democrats in
Westfield, they are being driven by
the Westfield Republicans,” Coun-
cilman Goldman charged.

Councilman Walsh stated that the
information Mr. Antanassio,
“spewed, is bad information.” He
also said that as the son of a union
worker he would never have said to
start the salary increases at zero.
Adding that the council had their
fight last week, and that they want to
get the police a contract.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt said that
the biggest falsity-taking place was
that there was a meeting between
Councilmen Goldman, Walsh and
the police. He said that this was a
“low moment” for the council. He
also submitted a transcript of the
discussion, which took place at the
July 30 conference session for inclu-
sion in the public record. The
Westfield Leader provided the tran-
script. He said that the transcript
speaks for itself and that the council
has to move forward, but that people
have to know what happened.

Fourth Ward Democratic Council-
woman Susan Jacobson said that the
council is in agreement most of the
time, but that disagreements are nor-
mal. She said that what happened
last week was blown out of propor-
tion and that the council wants to
reach a good and fair contract.

Councilman Betancourt said that
what was seen last week would hap-
pen if the behavior occurs again.

Mayor McDermott said that the
problem occurred when the council
started listening to the rumors, and
that he doesn’t believe anyone wants
to damage the negotiations.

Westfield resident Sal Antonelli
questioned who had put the tran-
script together, and if there was a
procedure for the council to accept
it. He also questioned the accuracy
of the transcript.

Councilman Betancourt said that
Westfield Leader reporter Lauren Pass
prepared the transcript from her tape
recording.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said that the town keeps no record-
ings or minutes of the conference
sessions. He said that any council
member has the right to submit any-
thing for public record.

Mayor McDermott questioned if
there would be any difference if an
article was cut out, and Mr. Cockren
stated no.

Mayor McDermott told The Leader
that the police conducted themselves
in a professional manner, and held a
well-orchestrated event.

“I can never imagine, nor can I
remember, instructing our attorney to
go back to the table with zero,” Mayor
McDermott told The Leader. Adding
that the council would not say that for
the police, or any other employee.

For information on the rest of the
council agenda and the public ses-
sion please see the related story.

Johns Hopkins Places
Doerr on Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Brandon Albert

Doerr of Westfield was named to the
Dean’s List for the spring 2002 se-
mester at The Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in Baltimore, Md.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Tim Doerr,
Brandon attended Westfield High
School. In May, Brandon graduated
Johns Hopkins with general honors.
He majored in economics.


