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Bill Sheppard for The Times
TAKING THE HEAT…Fanwood Police Sergeant Francisco Marrero was assigned to close off portions of Fanwood’s
Westfield Road throughout last Friday to allow Elizabethtown Water Company crews to repair a leaky water main.
Sergeant Marrero and Elizabethtown crewmembers endured a heat index in excess of 100 degrees.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
JERSEY FRESH…Picking produce at the Scotch Plains Farmer’s Market was a mother and daughter outing for
Fanwood residents Reiko Hasegawa and Della Hasegawa. The duo purchased goods from Mike Keenan at the market,
which is located every Saturday in the Municipal Building parking lot and sponsored by the Scotch Plains Business &
Professional Association. Reiko is a graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. She recently graduated from Pratt
Institute, focusing her studies in photography. Reiko also studied in London and sold some of her pieces. She has
participated in New York City exhibitions.

WF Police Protest Prolonged Contract
Negotiations with March On Downtown

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

The streets of Downtown Westfield
bustled with the usual Tuesday
evening dinner goers, and jazz mu-
sic; as members of the Westfield

Policemen’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) marched through town with
signs around their necks, asking for
public support and salary benefits.

The PBA was making a peaceful
demonstration due to the non-reso-
lution of their contract. Their con-
tract expired on December 31, 2001,
and negotiations are set to go into
arbitration on Friday, September 13.

Members of the Westfield police
force were joined by police from
Springfield, Garwood, Mountainside,
Linden, Winfield Park, Scotch Plains,
North Plainfield, Berkeley Heights,
Kenilworth, Clark, Union County
Corrections, the Union County Swat
Team; as well as members of the
Westfield Fire Department.

Since it is against the law for any
police department to strike, the PBA
held their peaceful demonstration.
The parade of more than 70 people
departed Police Headquarters and
proceeded up East Broad Street and
circled the center of Westfield before
returning to the Municipal Building
in order to attend the Public Session
of the Town Council. The march was
led by Lieutenant Peter Klebauer of
the Westfield Fire Department, who
played patriotic songs on the bag-
pipes.

According to past PBA President
Scott Rodger, who has been han-
dling the contract negotiations for
the PBA, the march was held in order
to bring their “plight” to the atten-
tion of the citizens of Westfield.

The officers handed out flyers in
town reading, “We take care of your
families now please take care of ours.”

According to Officer Rodger, there
are 1.91 policemen for every thou-
sand people in Westfield, where as
neighboring towns’ averages range
from 2.02 to 3.4 officers per 1,000
citizens. Westfield has the fifth larg-
est population in Union County, with
the second lowest crime rate at 12.8
percent.

Officer Rodger also stated that the
police department handled 3,500
motor vehicle stops in 2000, and

doubled that number at the request of
the Town Council in 2001, incurring
almost no cost increase.

He also said that since all 9-1-1
calls come into the police depart-
ment, the police must respond to each
call, including all medical calls until
the arrival of advanced life support.
Officer Rodger said that members of
the Westfield Fire Department receive
a stipend for serving as Emergency
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Council Readies Jitney Bus;
Awaits OK on  Ballfield Site

Property Tax Reform
Ballot Query Eyed

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

It is hoped that the long-awaited
Scotch Plains-Fanwood jitney bus
service will be up and running next
month.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins told the Township
Council at its conference meeting on
Tuesday that he is waiting to get the
agreements with Fanwood and NJ
Transit finalized, something he an-
ticipates will be completed within
30 days.

Plans call for two shuttle buses,
each seating 25 passengers, to run
during the morning and afternoon
rush hours on the north and south
sides of the railroad tracks. One bus
will be devoted to serving the bulk of
Fanwood and the southern side of
Scotch Plains, while the other bus
will serve the northern sides of both
communities.

NJ Transit, which is administering
the federally-funded program, will
disburse grants to fund the operating
costs of the program. It is estimated
that Scotch Plains residents will make
up the bulk of the shuttle buses’
riders, since most township residents
live more than walking distance from

the train station in Fanwood.
In other matters, the council is

expected to approve a resolution at
its regular meeting next Tuesday that
will formally accept a $74,819 state
grant that will be used for prelimi-
nary site studies of the planned
ballfield site on Plainfield Avenue.

Bids for the development and con-
struction of the park were received
last month and it is expected that a
contract will be awarded soon. If all
goes smoothly, it is hoped that the
site — which will include a new
ballfield and a soccer field — will be
ready for public use by spring 2003.

Across Plainfield Avenue from the
site of the future park is a tract of land
that Councilman Frank Rossi is push-
ing to be designated as a conserva-
tion zone. In late 2000, the council
passed an ordinance creating the
zone, which designates certain town-
ship-owned tracts of land as being

off-limits to development of any kind
— be it residential or commercial or
even the development of a new park.

Thus far, two parcels of property
have been designated as such. The
proposed new zone is about three
acres in size and is next to the town-
ship Public Works site on the south-
ern side of Plainfield Avenue at the
corner of Evergreen Avenue.

The plan is for the land to be
subdivided into two separate lots and
then for the lot closest to Evergreen
Avenue to be designated as a conser-
vation zone, while the lot closest to
the Public Works property will re-
main a public zone.

It is also expected that the council
will give its approval next week to a
request from the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association to
hold a sidewalk sale in the downtown
business district from Thursday, Au-
gust 15, through Saturday, August 17.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

At its meeting next Tuesday
night, the Scotch Plains Township
Council is expected to join several
other New Jersey towns in giving
its residents an opportunity to ex-
press their opinion on reforming
the state’s property tax system.

Last month, the council intro-
duced an ordinance that, if ap-
proved next week, would place a
non-binding public question on the
November election ballot asking
local voters if they favor holding a
state constitutional convention to
address property tax reform.

This action comes in the wake of
the State Legislature’s failure to
act this year on legislation that
would have placed a statewide ref-
erendum on the November ballot
regarding a state constitutional
convention to address property tax
reform.

Despite having gained some
momentum earlier in the year, the
legislation stalled without ever
coming up for a vote in Trenton.

A constitutional convention
would have prepared proposals

consisting of amendments to the
state constitution and revisions to
existing state statutes, all revenue-
neutral.

This might have helped elimi-
nate the inequities in the current
system, ensure greater uniformity
in the application of property taxes,
reduce property taxes as a share of
overall public revenue and reduce
communities’ high dependence on
property taxes.

The state’s over-reliance on
property taxes has, according to a
study released in late June, led to
more than 20 percent of the state’s
municipalities being under finan-
cial stress. The average property
tax rate in New Jersey in 2000 was
$2.32 per $100 of assessed prop-
erty value, according to the report
by New Jersey Policy Perspectives,
while the national average was just
$1.21.

With all five members already
having stated their support of the
ordinance and supporting reform
of the property tax system, the
council is expected to unanimously
approve the ordinance next Tues-
day.

Fanwood Borough Council Agrees on Conceptual
Design For New Fields at Park Middle School

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood council heard a pre-
sentation at its Tuesday agenda ses-
sion regarding plans to renovate Park
Middle School’s ballfields using
Field of Dreams grant money.

Councilman Michael Brennan was
absent from the meeting, which was
preceded by a closed executive ses-
sion held for the purpose of discuss-
ing police contract negotiations.

The first order of business at the
agenda meeting was a presentation
by Robert Lynes of Killam Associ-
ates.

Killam Associates is the firm which
is heading the design of the Field of
Dreams project at Park School in
Scotch Plains. The project is being
jointly funded by Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education.

Each of the three is contributing
$100,000, or $300,000 altogether,
which Union County has matched
with grants for a total of $600,000.

Mr. Lynes presented three alterna-
tives for the project. The first, which
he supported, was the elimination of
the current baseball field and the
addition of three baseball/softball
fields, two soccer fields and one foot-
ball field.

The baseball/softball fields would
be a more safety conscious concept,
he said, with protective fencing for
both players and fans.

The second alternative would leave
the existing baseball field as is and

add one more baseball field, two
soccer fields and a football field. The
final alternative had the same fea-
tures of the second option, but sim-
ply flip-flopped around.

However, the second and third
options “diminished flexibility,” ac-
cording to Mr. Lynes.

The total cost of the project comes
out to just under $600,000. This num-
ber, however, does not include many
additional necessities, like lighting
or flood prevention measures, said
Mr. Lynes.

For instance, to provide lighting
for the entire ballfields area, it would
cost an additional $550,000.

After much discussion, the coun-
cil decided to support concept one,
which was also supported by the
Scotch Plains Township Council.

On Wednesday, August 21, at 8
a.m. at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, there will be a meeting to
discuss the Field of Dreams project
exclusively.

Another major issue discussed by
the governing body Tuesday was a
proposal for two shuttle buses that
would operate under a program be-
ing eyed for implementation starting
next year. One would service the
south side of the Fanwood train sta-
tion, while the other bus would ser-
vice the north side of the train tracks.

NJ Transit would provide the buses
and the municipalities would be re-
imbursed $30,000 for the first year,
$20,000 for the second year and
$10,000 for the third year. They would

receive no additional reimbursement
after that.

Councilman Stuart Kline worked
out a spreadsheet outlining predicted
factors, such as how often the buses
would run, how much the gas would
cost and how much the driver would
be paid. Mr. Kline’s prediction was
that there would be a slight loss the
first year and an increasing loss each
year after that.

Councilman Thomas Ryan, Jr. said,
“I think the projections are a little
pessimistic and conservative.”

To get the project moving, in a trial
phase, Mayor Louis Jung suggested,
“I’d rather have Scotch Plains front
the money and we’ll pay them back
next year.”

The decision made at the end of
the discussion was to establish a
committee made up of Councilman
Kline, Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell and Mayor Jung on this
issue. Clayton Pierce, Fanwood

Downtown Coordinator, would be
involved on the committee as well.

Among other topics discussed at
the meeting was the establishment of
the Weapons of Mass Destruction
Advisory Board by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

When council members expressed
their confusion regarding the neces-
sity for such a board, Council Presi-
dent Joel Whitaker explained,
“They’re coming up with a new emer-
gency response team for the new
problems that we now face,” he said.

On another topic, Mr. Pierce pro-
posed the use of the Fanwood Bulle-
tin Board, next to the train station, to
announce commercial events like the
opening of new businesses. Previ-
ously, the board had only been used
for community news.

Councilman Ryan did not support
the idea. “I want new businesses to
succeed, but this is one place for

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
PARADE OF DEMONSTRATORS…Members of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment wore posters calling for fairer contract wages and carried American flags
throughout the downtown on Tuesday evening. Pictured, above, the peaceful
demonstrators cross from the Westfield Train Station to proceed down Elm Street.
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Scotch Plains to Hold
Summer Sidewalk Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS — Summer
sidewalk sales will be held in the
Scotch Plains Town Center for
three days, from Thursday, Au-
gust 15 through Saturday, Au-
gust 17. The sales will be held in
participating stores along East
Second Street, Westfield Avenue
and Park Avenue.

The Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association
(SPBPA) invites shoppers to visit
the town and take advantage of
special promotions being offered
by many of the boutiques, gift

and antique shops and other town
businesses.

Some of the popular events
include the Thursday evening
summer concert series on the
Village Green and visiting the
Farmers Market. The Farmers
Market, which carries fresh New
Jersey produce, is located on Park
Avenue and is open on Saturday
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information about
Sidewalk Sales or Scotch Plains
visit  the Town website at
www.visitscotchplains.com.
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Bill Sheppard for The Times
SCOTCH PLAINS FARENHEIGHT 105…This weekend’s weather was such a
scorcher, that the thermometer at Lou’s Gulf Station, which is located at the
corner of North and Hetfield Avenues in Scotch Plains, read 105 degrees in the
shade, while the thermometer on the other side of the building, in the sun, read
112 degrees.
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Fanwood Borough Council
community events,” he said.

The consensus was an over-
whelming “no.” Mayor Jung ex-
plained, “If the BPA (Business and
Professional Association) has spe-
cial events, then fine, but this bul-
letin board is not for profit organi-
zations like new stores.”

A discussion over property tax
relief took place, spearheaded by
Councilwoman Mitchell, who fa-
vors the idea. Supporting a Consti-
tutional Convention for the State of
New Jersey on the subject of prop-
erty tax reform is an idea many
towns have recently adopted,
among them Scotch Plains.

Councilwoman Mitchell said, “I
think people deserve a say in prop-
erty tax relief.”

She proposed a non-binding ref-
erendum be placed on the ballot in
November 2003. “If people vote
‘no,’ I shall forever hold my peace,”
she said.

Councilman Ryan, as well as
the rest of the council, did not
support the idea. Mr. Ryan said,
“It’s just going to take money out
of different pockets. It’s a prob-
lem.”

He did say, however, that he
would support the referendum if it
included other aspects. “If we talk
about real reform, the way govern-
ment does business, then I’ll sup-
port it,” he said.

Councilman Whitaker suggested
that the referendum also include
reviews of both the structure of

government and expenditures, in
addition to property tax reform.

The discussion will be moved as
a resolution to September.

The council approved having a
Fanny Wood Day banner displayed
over Martine Avenue. Council-
woman Mitchell said, “I heard there
wasn’t going to be a Fanny Wood
Day this year.”

Councilman Ryan, who serves
on the Fanny Wood Day Commit-
tee, said, “Rumors of it’s demise
are greatly exaggerated.”

Officials also discussed
“Sweetie,” a Rottweiler mix resid-
ing in Fanwood, who has attacked
two children and a total of three
people over the last three years.

Normally, a dog posing a threat
to a community can be impounded
or destroyed, but the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department recently
stated that a court hearing must
take place before any action is
taken.

The council agreed there should
be immediate action taken against
the dog and is requesting that Bor-
ough Attorney Mark Peck inform
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment that it must submit a le-
gitimate reason to keep the dog in
Fanwood.

Ruth Page, former Secretary of
the Fanwood Planning Board, was
briefly discussed. Ms. Page retired
last week and next week the coun-
cil plans on meeting with two pos-
sible replacements.

Jennifer Pinto for The Times
UPSIDE DOWN FUN…Michael Vilarino of Scotch Plains enjoys performing
outrageous dives at The Westfield Memorial Pool on a hot and sunny afternoon.

McGreevey’s Use of AMBER
System Lauded by Sen. Bagger

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Police Strike

Graffiti Is Appearing
In Downtown Area,

RR Station Underpass
By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Residents, com-
muters and visitors have noticed that
graffiti is beginning to make an appear-
ance in Downtown Westfield and in the
train station underpass.

Paul Babik, an accountant whose
office is located above Sam Goody on
Quimby Street, told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that someone appar-
ently climbs on the roofs of the Brick
Oven and Jos. Banks Clothiers, pre-
sumably at night.

They have sprayed graffiti on the side
of his building at the second floor level,
from front to back. The graffiti is visible
from Quimby Street. Mr. Babik related
that somehow this access must be pre-
vented and the graffiti cleaned up.

Apartment residents in downtown
Westfield told The Times that graffiti
on buildings is more visible when look-
ing out of their windows than when
compared to views from street level.
One resident pointed out that the rear
of the building housing La Crema
Gelato & Caffé is heavily laden with
graffiti.

A Times reporter went through the
adjacent alleyway and found this to be
true.

Of particular concern and notice-
able to commuters is the appearance of
graffiti on the ceramic artwork in the
Westfield Train Station underpass. In

the incipient stage of graffiti, 3 of the
18 mural tiles are marked up.

Stacey Farley, of Westfield, designed,
produced and installed the tiles in 1998
as part of the $6 million Westfield train
station project. Ms. Farley was se-
lected by NJ Transit and by Westfield
community representatives after a com-
petition among 16 artists. The designs
reflect area transportation history based
on archives from the Westfield Histori-
cal Society as well as the “Postcard
Collection of Stan & Jody Lipson.”

The Times contacted Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott regarding the graf-
fiti. The Mayor took immediate action
and called The Times within a half-
hour. “Public works and the Police are
at the train station as we speak,” said
Mayor McDermott.

According to Mayor McDermott,
The Department of Public works is at
the train station attempting to clean up
the graffiti and that the police are tak-
ing pictures of the tainted tiles. Those
photos will be kept on file for future
investigation. This method helps the
police to track possible serial graffiti
artists.

Mayor McDermott also told The
Times that there are two cameras un-
derneath the train station underpass,
one being in the elevator. Those tapes
will also be reviewed.

“We will continue to monitor this
situation,” said Mayor McDermott.

Westfield Parking
Director Resigns

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Prior to the public
portion of the public Town Council meet-
ing Tuesday, Town Administrator James
Gildea told governing body members he
had received a letter from Westfield
School Superintendent Dr. William Foley
regarding a letter enclosed in residents’
tax bills.

He said that Dr. Foley was disputing
the average assessed home value num-
bers used in the letter.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said the
percentages remain the same and the
bills are correct.

Mr. Gildea also announced that he
received the resignation of Parking Di-
rector Barry Sommers on Friday. Mr.
Sommers has given two weeks notice for
personal reasons.

The public portion of the Town Coun-
cil meeting was delayed for a short time
while the council went into closed ses-
sion to discuss potential litigation.

Mayor McDermott presented Memo-
rial Pool lifeguard Allison Milkosky with
a proclamation for recently saving the
life of a young boy who had a seizure and
had stopped breathing at the pool.

Miss Milkosky received a standing
ovation from the crowd in the council
chambers.

Robert Casino, a Madison Avenue
resident, spoke to the council regarding
road repairs needed on his street. He said
that with the shared leaf collection ser-
vice between Scotch Plains and Westfield,
there is increased traffic on the street. He
said the town should bear some of the
cost and not the Madison Avenue rede-
velopment and improvement group.

He also said he is concerned that the
houses being developed on Madison
Avenue are getting to be too big for the
size of the street.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh said a
temporary road improvement had been
performed on Madison Avenue five to
six years ago and that he would support
Madison Avenue for inclusion on the list
of 2003 road projects to be considered.

Walnut Street resident John Tingley
questioned the progress of the proposed
cultural arts center at the Westfield Board
of Education building.

Mayor McDermott stated that he has
not heard anything recently and that the
council is not going to be financially
involved.

Resident Sal Antonelli questioned why
Sycamore Field, behind Westfield Fire
House Two, has been taken out of com-
mission. He said that the field was redone
using county funds.

Mayor McDermott responded that both
Sycamore and Sid Fay fields have been
taken out of commission because they
are in bad shape, but that the fields are
being worked on.

Mr. Marsh said Sycamore Field was
ruined last fall by a group who used it
illegally, but that it is scheduled to be
repaired by this fall.

Mr. Antonelli questioned why it was
not taken out of commission in the fall,
when it was damaged. He stated that
there is no mechanism in place for field
maintenance, nor is there a mechanism

to monitor use and misuse.
Mr. Marsh said there are four staff

people at the Department of Public Works
(DPW) for park and field maintenance.
He stated it is an improved system that
will continue to be enhanced. He added
that when problems with the parks and
fields are brought to the DPW’s atten-
tion, they are dealt with.

Third Ward Democratic Councilman
Kevin Walsh stated that the council should
look into the groups using the fields,
because it did not appear to him that
many of the groups are related to
Westfield.

Paul Collins, a resident of Seneca Place,
addressed the council on the issue of
speeding on Forest Avenue. He said he
felt a four-way stop, rumble strips or
other traffic calming measures should be
implemented.

First Ward Democratic Councilman
Carl Salisbury explained that the town
can not just add a stop sign, but that a
warrant study needs to be done.

Second Ward Republican Councilman
Rafael Betancourt asked Mr. Collins to
gather his neighbors for the next Trans-
portation Parking and Traffic Committee
meeting.

Resident Bill Brown questioned the
status of the proposed parking decks.

Mayor McDermott stated that the two
pieces of property being considered for
parking decks are on the Wednesday,
September 18 agenda of the planning
board, in order to be declared as areas in
need of redevelopment.

Mr. Brown suggested the installation
of traffic lights at North Avenue and
Crossway Place and at North Avenue and
Tuttle Parkway. He also suggested the
use of cameras to catch speeders rather
than speed humps.

Councilman Walsh suggested that if
the council was going to consider doing
warrant studies, the intersection of Bou-
levard and Park Street should be exam-
ined.

Officials also heard the first reading of
the Tree Preservation Ordinance.

First Ward Republican Councilman
Peter Echausse stated this new ordinance
will better protect the trees in town.

The council also passed a resolution to
authorize the Mayor and Town Clerk to
execute a settlement agreement.

Mayor McDermott told The Times  of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood  that the settle-
ment was for a lawsuit involving a woman
from the Springfield Board of Health who
sued the Westfield Board of Health Direc-
tor and named the town in her lawsuit.
According to the Mayor, the settlement is
covered by insurance, for which the town
has to pay the $5,000 deductible.

The council also approved a resolu-
tion to award a contract to Management
Learning Associates to conduct a needs
assessment study for Westfield’s recre-
ation commission and recreation depart-
ment.

Councilman Echausse said that this
would allow for user groups to convene
and see what long range planning is
needed for the commission and the de-
partment.

The next meeting of the Town Council
is Tuesday, September 3.

Jermey Lipstein for The Times
TAINTED MURALS…Markers taint the underpass of the Westfield
Train Station. Pictured is one of three tile-murals with graffiti.

Police Attend Council Meeting;
Conference Session Rehashed

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The public portion
of the Town Council meeting began
with The Pledge of Allegiance as usual,
but there was an unusual fervor in the
air. As more than 70 people, a large
portion of which was a representation of
the Westfield Police Department over-
whelmingly resounded The Pledge in
the Council chambers. Mayor Gregory
McDermott told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood  that listening to the
crowd recite the pledge was, “so over-
whelming.”

Mayor McDermott began the open
discussion with a statement that the
mediation for the PBA contract has been
set, and that the members of the council
would like to see things come to a
conclusion. He added that because they
are still in negotiation the members of
the council would not be able to answer
any questions regarding the contract
negotiations.

Westfield resident and Police Officer
Scott Rodger, immediate past president
of the Westfield Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA), was the first to
speak.

Officer Rodger pointed out that the
starting salary for a Westfield Police
Officer is $27,000, which is signifi-
cantly less than a librarian or teacher in
Westfield. He pointed out that, “No
other profession bears the heavy re-
sponsibilities that rest on the shoulders
of a police officer.”

He said that after months of negotia-
tions, “the town intimated that our po-
lice officers should receive a zero per-
cent pay increase for three years.”

Adding that, during a meeting they
were told that they would have to sur-
render their current benefits plan if they
were expecting, “to be paid in accor-
dance with our production and perfor-
mance.”

Bates Way resident Anthony
Attanasio stated that a “lack of leader-
ship” has been shown. He pointed out
Third Ward Democratic Councilmen
Kevin Walsh and Fourth Ward Demo-
cratic Councilman Lawrence Goldman,
charging them with having “clandestine
meetings” with police officers during
the negotiations. He added that people
are currently asking for corporate ac-
countability, as well as accountability in
the senate, and that the grassroots level
is, “no place for partisan politics.”

Mr. Attanasio also said that Council-
men Goldman and Walsh should, “con-
sider resigning their positions.”

Michael Patrick, a 22-year Westfield
resident said that the town, “pride our-
selves on being the best”. Adding that
the taxpayers spend “65 percent” of
their tax money on the children, and that
they should be protected, “especially in
light of 9/11.”

Boulevard resident Mark Boyd told
the council that signing the contract
after negotiations is just the beginning,
then a relationship has to be established
and maintained. He asked the council to
negotiate “in good faith,” as, “one body”.

John Dugan, a Westfield resident,
former Westfield Police Officer and life-
time PBA member commended the
council for the job that they do, and that
that disagreements make things get
settled. He said that the contract is not
just for the police officers, but also for
their families.

He spoke of the wonderful reputation
that the police department has within
the community and the state, and that he
would pay anything for them to be there
when he needs them.

Mr. Dugan said that he tells his son
that, “we live in the safest town in the
United States, and I believe that.”

Resident and Chair of the Westfield
Republican Party, Jon Bramnick stated
his concerns that the council is not ne-
gotiating as a council. He complimented
Councilman Goldman for admitting and
recognizing that having the meeting with
the police department was dangerous.
“Let’s stay away from politics,” he
added.

Councilman Goldman said that he
was originally going to reserve his com-
ments until after the public was done
speaking, but that he felt the need to
speak out. Though Mr. Attanasio had
left the meeting, Councilman Goldman
wanted to respond to his remarks.

Councilman Goldman said that Mr.
Attanasio had failed to mention that he
is the campaign manager for his oppo-
nent Christopher Panagos, and that he
was, “clearly here for political purposes.”
He said that Mr. Attanasio had accused
him and Councilman Walsh of illegal
and unethical conduct, and that he does
not, “take a charge like that lightly.”

Councilman Goldman said that the
only reason he and Councilman Walsh
met with Officers Bob Weiss and Scott
Rodger was to clear up the rumors. Mr.
Goldman said that no negotiation infor-
mation was discussed. He said that for
labor and contract negotiations the coun-
cil has always acted and spoken as one,
and that is still the case. He added that
negotiations are, “too important an is-
sue for there to be party politics in-
volved.”

“The politics on this issue are not
being driven by the democrats in
Westfield, they are being driven by the
Westfield Republicans,” Councilman
Goldman charged.

Councilman Walsh stated that the in-
formation Mr. Antanassio, “spewed, is
bad information.” He also said that as
the son of a union worker he would
never have said to start the salary in-
creases at zero. Adding that the council
had their fight last week, and that they
want to get the police a contract.

Second Ward Republican Council-
man Rafael Betancourt said that the
biggest falsity-taking place was that there
was a meeting between Councilmen
Goldman, Walsh and the police. He said
that this was a “low moment” for the
council. He also submitted a transcript
of the discussion, which took place at
the July 30 conference session for inclu-
sion in the public record. The Times
provided the transcript. He said that the
transcript speaks for itself and that the
council has to move forward, but that
people have to know what happened.

Fourth Ward Democratic Council-
woman Susan Jacobson said that the
council is in agreement most of the time,
but that disagreements are normal. She
said that what happened last week was
blown out of proportion and that the
council wants to reach a good and fair
contract.

Councilman Betancourt said that what
was seen last week would happen if the
behavior occurs again.

Mayor McDermott said that the prob-
lem occurred when the council started
listening to the rumors, and that he
doesn’t believe anyone wants to dam-
age the negotiations.

Westfield resident Sal Antonelli ques-
tioned who had put the transcript to-
gether, and if there was a procedure for
the council to accept it. He also ques-
tioned the accuracy of the transcript.

Councilman Betancourt said that
Times reporter Lauren Pass prepared the
transcript from her tape recording.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
that the town keeps no recordings or
minutes of the conference sessions. He
said that any council member has the
right to submit anything to public record.

Mayor McDermott questioned if there
would be any difference if an article was
cut out, and Mr. Cockren stated no.

Mayor McDermott told The Times
that the police conducted themselves in
a professional manner, and held a well-
orchestrated event.

“I can never imagine, nor can I re-
member, instructing our attorney to go
back to the table with zero,” Mayor
McDermott told The Times. Adding that
the council would not say that for the
police, or any other employee.

For information on the rest of the
council agenda and the public session
please see the related story.

WESTFIELD — State Senator
Richard H. Bagger (R-21) com-
mended Governor James E.
McGreevey for his decision this
week to implement the AMBER
(America’s Missing: Broadcast
Emergency Response) Alert Sys-
tem in New Jersey.

The Governor’s action follows
the recovery of two California teens
who had been abducted at gun point
last week.

“As a sponsor of legislation to
establish AMBER’s Plan in New
Jersey, I believe this new alert sys-
tem will greatly assist our law en-
forcement officers in the most seri-
ous of abductions in New Jersey.
We must protect our children at all
cost,” said Senator Bagger.

New Jersey becomes the 15th
state to establish a AMBER Alert
System. The system is named after
Amber Hagerman, a nine-year old
girl who was abducted and mur-
dered in North Texas in 1996.

New Jersey’s system will include
broadcasts on television and radio
as well as the use of dozens of
electronic signs along the state’s
highways, bridges and tunnels that
connect the state to New York, Penn-
sylvania and Delaware.

“The rapid dissemination of in-

formation, including description of
the missing child, details of the ab-
duction, description of the alleged
abductor and vehicle will greatly
assist the community in finding a
child who has been abducted,” Sena-
tor Bagger stated. “Once this sys-
tem is in place, our citizenry will
become the eyes and ears for the law
enforcement community.”

Medical Technicians (EMT), but
that the police department is not
being compensated for this.

He stated that Westfield has, “less
cops, doing more work, for less
money, than any neighboring mu-
nicipality.”

According to Officer Rodger, the
salaries are the biggest sticking
point in the negotiations. He said
that the police are, “looking to be
paid a fair wage for the job we’re
performing.”

Officer Rodger and several resi-
dents spoke during the council
meeting with regard to the negotia-
tions. For more information on the
council meeting, please see the
story on this page.


