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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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PIANO PERFECTIONISTS…First Prize winners in The Music Educators
Association of New Jersey’s 33rd Annual Competition, pictured, left to right,
are: Faye Xu, Dorothy Chou, Stefan Curcic, Thomas Killian and Kathy Yang
of Westfield. The students study under Sondra Tammam of Westfield.

WESTFIELD – Students of Sondra
Tammam, pianist, of Westfield have
garnered prizes in competitions held in
New Jersey and New York. The pupils
performed in Weill Recital Hall at
Carnegie Hall as winners of the Piano
Teachers Society of America Competi-
tion.

Henry Namkung and Jean Namkung
won the Zayde-Hambro Ensemble cat-
egory. Henry also received a special award
as a five-year winner. Faye Xu won the
Accompanying Category with Jason
Tammam, cellist. Grace Kim also won
the same category, accompanying her
brother, Jillie Kim, a cellist.

Earlier this season, 14-year-old Kathy
Yang of Westfield was selected as a
participant in the New York Philhar-
monic Concerto Competition. She per-
formed the Chopin Concerto No. 1 in e
minor.

The Piano Teachers Congress of New
York First Prize Winner in Level 2 (ages
10-12) was Wendy Lin. As a result, Wendy
received a monetary prize and performed
for the members at Steinway Hall in New
York City.

Prizes in the concerto performance in
the Young Pianist Competition of New
Jersey (YPCNJ) went to Stefan Curic, 6,
and Jean Namkung. They also performed
in a concert at Steinway Hall.

First prize winners in the Music Edu-
cators Association of New Jersey’s
(MEANJ) 33rd Annual Gifted Competi-
tion were Stefan Curcic, Kathy Yang,
Thomas Killian, Dorothy Chou, Faye
Xu, Henry Namkung and Jean Namkung.
Second prize was awarded to Grace Kim
and Honorable Mention was given to
Christina Kang.

The Andrew De Grado Competition
selected Dorothy Chou and Jason

Tammam as winners in the Accompany-
ing Category. They performed in concert
at Kean University. Another student,
Sherrie Hui, was a winner in the Somerset
County Library competition.

This month, Ms. Tammam performed
on the International Piano Festival Series
at Williams College in Williamstown,
Mass. She is also on the faculty of the
Taubman Institute of Piano in Medusa,
N.Y.

This spring, Ms. Tammam presented a
lecture and performance of the Beethoven
Piano Sonatas for the Stanford, Conn.
Piano Teachers Guild. She also adjudi-

Austin Powers in Goldmember:
Smutty Sleuth Loses Sparkle

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

2 ½ popcorns
Disgusting! Yes, funny to a point.

But still, rather disgusting. Of course,
some of it is funny because of how
disgusting it is. And then, some of it is
just plain disgusting.

That’s a description of Austin Pow-
ers in Goldmember. But if we were to
grade producer/writer/actor Mike
Myers not on his most recent film’s
actual worth but by whether or not he
achieved his goals, he’d get an “A”
instead of the primarily mediocre no-
tice he is about to receive here.

Once again exposing us to his bi-
zarrely conceived world of secret
agents, as well as their revoltingly evil
enemies and sexy girlfriends, the
former “Saturday Night Live” star
pushes the PG-13 envelope without
compunction. And while smirking ado-
lescents may rejoice at the often funny
but nonetheless dubious accomplish-
ment, the rest of us can’t help but
wonder: How can you say all that and
do all that and still not get slapped with
an R rating? Indeed, it is baffling.

But there’s nothing puzzling about
Myers’ modus operandi. Building on
his established franchise, he now sim-
ply throws any zany idea he can find
against the wall. Some of it sticks;
some doesn’t. The hit and miss ratio is
poor.

There’s so much jammed into the
hour and 20 minutes of what has be-
come a big inside joke (and a rather
dirty one), that it’ll take Austin Powers
aficionados at least five viewings to
catch all the innuendoes, double
entendres and scatological implica-
tions. That’s generally the idea, isn’t
it? Repeat business and a coffee table
movie for the post-pubescent set to sit
around and cackle over ad nauseam.

However, while Myers’ Carnaby
Street-attired parody of James Bond
has not lost his box office attraction, as
of this third issue the send-up has be-
gun to turn inward and satirize itself.

Director Jay Roach, previously a
competent router of elements that com-
prise things Austin Powers, has now
assumed the role of bulk packager as
he figuratively jumps up and down
atop a suitcase of this soft core smut to
make it fit.

But now, there is an extra-added
attraction. Myers’ big-budget insan-
ity has achieved a certain cachet in
some Hollywood circles. It has be-
come status to join in the filmic free-
for-all. Adding to the madcap con-
viviality in this installment via cameo
appearances are Tom Cruise, Danny
DeVito, and Gwyneth Paltrow, among
others.

Settling for no less than a full sup-
porting role is Michael Caine as
Austin’s dad, the dapper Nigel Pow-
ers. Caine’s unscathed stature as a
serious actor, despite the innumerable
bits of payday schlock he does be-
tween better assignments, lends
Goldmember the slight edge of respect-
ability it needs to pull off its parody.

The Austin Powers series generally
concerns itself either with dysfunc-
tion, obsession or some repugnant psy-
chosis. And Caine figures prominently
in those portions of the film specifi-
cally dedicated to Oedipal ranting.
More than curious at this point, there
is hardly a character in the script who
isn’t petitioning for daddy’s love.

Regulars once again along for the
ride include Seth Green as Scott Evil,
Dr. Evil’s jealous son who took his
issues to the “Jerry Springer Show” in
edition No. 2; Verne Troyer as Mini-
Me, Dr. Evil’s miniature clone-pet,
and the chief source of Scott’s envy;
Robert Wagner as Dr. Evil’s number
two man, appropriately named Num-
ber Two; Mindy Sterling as Frau
Farbissina, the Ava Braun type who no
self-respecting tyrant with plans of
world domination can be without, and
Michael York as Basil Exposition, the
prim and proper agency boss charged
with saving the world despite Austin’s
unorthodox methods. Myers plays ev-
eryone else.

In addition to portraying the title
character and his evil antithesis, Myers
once again reprises the ungainly per-
sona of Fat Bastard, Austin’s other
major foe. A mean spirited, offen-
sively overweight Scotsman, his pre-
occupation with matters better left
unbreathed provides episode No. 3 with
a verbal stench sure to please those
who just can’t get enough bathroom
humor.

If that doesn’t do it for you, how
about another villain — one who can’t
help but dine on his own peeling skin?
That would describe Goldmember, the
other title character Myers delineates.
As legend goes, the Dutch-born

Goldmember earned his sobriquet fol-
lowing an unfortunate accident whilst
smelting the namesake metal a bit too
close to his, well, you get the gist.

One must wonder if the mass com-
munication of such outrageous
thoughts and characters, once only
available in Bedlam and like places, is
indeed the sign of an enlightened and
democratic society. That would be at
least some consolation. Of course
apologists for Myers could also make
a case for is “patriotic” testing of the
First Amendment. But they’d be wrong.

There’s nothing here that would
cause Lenny Bruce to blush, nothing
that hasn’t been seen in a movie with
an R rating or better. Truth be told,
none of it is that terrible, weird per-
haps, but not terrible.

Rather, what’s at issue here is not
the content itself, but the very slotting
of Goldmember within the strictures of
a PG-13 rating and the childish nose-
thumbing that accompanies said coup.
Too much of the movie is a self-con-
gratulating celebration of that feat.
With a script that lacks continuity and
no actual plot, other than the usual
attempt to save the world stuff, the
bawdy joke eventually wears thin.

Now, with that said and all the ap-
propriate ethical and cultural societies
resultantly pleased by the obviously
high standards of this column, allow
me to whisper through the side of my
mouth that Myers is one of the most
creative forces working in comedy to-
day. Too bad he’s currently in a recy-
cling mode.

One wonders what Woody Allen’s
career might have been like if he had
paused to make Annie Hall II follow-
ing Annie Hall’s (1977) financial suc-
cess instead of going on to the next
artistic project. Granted, Myers is no
Woody Allen. Still, we can’t help but
speculate what farcical heights he’s
capable of climbing. Or will he merely
remain a high concept Benny Hill for
the acne crowd?

When he isn’t tapping a previously
successful but now played out concept
for all its financial worth, his ideas
evince a fresh originality matched by
few of his peers. For the time being, he
has obviously chosen the low road,
paved with the riches that a rather
tarnished Goldmember will bring in at
the Bijou.

*  *  *  *  *
Austin Powers in Goldmember,

rated PG-13, is a New Line Cinema
release directed by Jay Roach and
stars Mike Myers, Michael Caine and
Beyoncé Knowles. Running time: 113
minutes.

Arts & Entertainment

cated for the Piano Teachers Forum at
Westminster Choir College at Rider
University and the Teen Arts Festival of
Union County.

A Chairperson for the MEANJ (New
Jersey Music Educators Association)
College and Camp Scholarships, Ms.
Tammam is also the Chairperson of the
YPCNJ Ensemble Division. This sea-
son, she was awarded the Distinguished
Teacher Award by the PTSA of America.
Her CDs are available through Primo
Artists.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Navesink Brass Band will per-
form on Sunday, August 11, from 3 to
5 p.m., on the lawn of the
Frelinghuysen Arboretum. If you want
to make an afternoon of it, arrive one
hour early for the Annuals for Sum-
mer Garden Tour at 2 p.m., Admission
is free for both events. The Arboretum
is located at 53 Hanover Avenue in
Morris Township.

*  *  *  *  *
The F. M. Kirby Shakespeare The-

atre in Madison is presenting, now
through August 25, Tony Kusnher’s
(of Angels in America fame) adapta-
tion of Corneille’s The Illusion. The
setting is 17th century France, and the
story is about a father who engages the
services of a magician to help him find
his long lost son. In order to help, the
magician shows the father scene’s from
his son’s life. It’s been called a witty,
dark comedy, and a fairy-tale fable.
Order tickets online at
www.njshakespeare.org, or purchase
them at the Drew University box of-
fice, (973) 408-5600.

*  *  *  *  *
The Red Mill Museum Village in

Clinton will host a Motorcycle Show
on August 11, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
In addition to the display and judging
of vintage, antique and modern mo-
torcycles, there will be live music and
food vendors to keep you happy. Al-
ternatively, there are several restau-
rants along Main Street, and some
nice shopping, too. The Red Mill
Museum Village is at 56 Main Street,
and you can get more information by
calling (908) 735-4101.

*  *  *  *  *
For those who appreciate the fine

workmanship of local artists, The
Montclair Art Museum is featuring
The New Jersey Fine Arts Annual -
Beauty and Function: Crafts in the
Garden State 2002. Now through
August 18, this show is part of a series
of exhibitions that showcases New
Jersey’s talented crafters and visual
artists. Contemporary pieces encom-
pass the genres of pottery, jewelry,
glass, furniture, textiles, silverware,
and mixed media. Call for informa-
tion: (973) 746-5555.
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Come see our “new” antiques and
furnishings arriving in August.
Chandeliers from the 1920’s,
American handmade wool
needlepoint carpets and pillows,
end tables, lamps, dining room sets
and much more.  We are purveyors
of Crabtree & Evelyn bath and
body products.  We proudly offer
a complete selection of Root
Candles.  Every day of the year,
Clubhouse Antiques &
Furnishings offers top quality
merchandise at great values.

865 MOUNTAIN AVE. • MOUNTAINSIDE, NJ 07092
(Between Maxwell’s & Fleet Bank)

Telephone 908-789-7600 • Fax 908 789-3322
email clubhousefurnish@aol.com
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — One of the most
remarkable stories to emerge from
the sport of baseball is authentically
narrated in “The Hit Men and the Kid
Who Batted Ninth: Biggio, Valentin,
Vaughn and Robinson,” a summer
book release written by Westfield
author David Siroty.

“Hit Men” pays tribute to four
Seton Hall All-Americans, Craig
Biggio, Mo Vaughn, John Valentin
and Marteese Robinson, who, along
with their coach Mike Sheppard, lead
the Seton Hall University Pirates to
the college’s first Big East Title in
1987.

The best player on the team was
Robinson, whose .529 batting aver-
age earned him 1987 National Co-
Player of the Year. Biggio, Vaghn and
Valentin went on to play with the
Major Leagues; Biggio with the
Houston Astros, Vaughn and Valentin
at first with the Boston Red Sox, then
eventually with the New York Mets.

Robinson’s entrée into the major
leagues was a bit more circuitous.
After working as a detention officer
for the Scottsdale, Ariz. Police De-
partment, he ultimately made his
way to Director of Pro-Scouting for
the St. Louis Cardinals.

In “The Hit Men,” Siroty presents
the reader with a book of stories
within stories. First and foremost,
the book is a tale of baseball as a
whole and the Seton Hall University
Pirates in particular. It is the account
of the struggles that beset northeast
college baseball teams and of coach
Sheppard’s determination and will-
ingness to push the Pirates to the
team’s upper limits.

And lastly, it is the story of four
young men who took the best of
where they came from and used it to

propel themselves to where they
needed to go. Only, as the book re-
lates, they didn’t all take the same
route to get there.

“This is a story about life as it
revolves around baseball,” Siroty told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. “I knew this
was a story that had to
be told. There are many
individual biographies
of sports legends out
there, but nothing that
tells the parallel stories
of a group of athletes.”

Currently the Direc-
tor of Public Affairs at
St. Peter’s College in
Jersey City, Siroty
worked on “Hit Men”
in the evenings after
work. The idea to write
a book about the teammates came to
him in 1987 while he served as
Seton Hall’s Assistant Sports Infor-
mation Director, a position he held
from 1986-1990. Writing the manu-
script “on and off’ through the 90s,
it wasn’t until Siroty visited Biggio
at Shea Stadium in 1999 that he
began working on the book in ear-
nest.

“I knew that if Craig told me to go
for it, there would be no turning
back,” said Siroty.

According to Siroty, over 100 in-
terviews went into the writing of
“Hit Men.”

“To write it correctly required I
talk to a lot of people. Each interview
led to another,” Siroty recalled.

The book takes the reader through

each phase of the four athletes’ lives,
and was written with their approval
and blessings, as well as those of the
players’ families, according to Siroty.

“The men were involved in the
process as much as possible, and
gave me as much time as I needed,”

Siroty continued.
“These guys are pulled
in so many directions
and don’t get a
moment’s peace. They
are always ‘on’. Being
with them gave me an
appreciation for the life
of a celebrity.”

All four men agreed
on one thing. “They saw
the book as being able to
teach parents, coaches
and athletes at every
level about sports,” ac-
cording to Siroty.

Siroty was born in Baltimore, Md.
and raised in Randolph. A graduate of
Syracuse University with a journalism
degree, he has worked as a freelance
writer for Eastern Basketball and Bas-
ketball Times. He has also worked at
The Big East Conference.

He is also the recipient of the Mike
Cohen Good Guy Award from the
New York Metropolitan Basketball
Writers Association.

Siroty has been a Westfield resi-
dent for 10 years. He and his wife,
Jill, have an 11-month-old son, Mat-
thew. He related that his favorite
Westfield hangout is the Westfield
Memorial Library, where he soon
hopes to realize his dream of seeing
his very own book sitting on the
library shelves.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD AUTHOR...David Siroty visits the office of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains and Fanwood with his wife, Jill, and son,
Matthew, 11 months old. He authored “ The Hit Men and the Kid Who Batted
Ninth: Biggio, Valentin, Vaughn and Robinson.”
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Week in A&EWeek in A&EWeek in A&EWeek in A&EWeek in A&E

• Marylou Morano speaks
with Westfield author Chris
Gavler about his book, “Pre-
tend I’m Not Here.”

• Fred Rossi takes a break
from his Scotch Plains beat to
review Bruce Springsteen’s
latest concert.

• Ian Federgreen interviews
Scotch Plains native and re-
nowned banjoist Cynthia
Sayer.

• Pen & Ink files one of its
last A&E entries.

• Kerrianne Spellman Cort
offers her “Take on It.”

• Jen’s Trends returns with
more fashion advice you need
before going into those fall
months.
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MOUNTAINSIDE – Children’s
Specialized Hospital (CSH) will ex-
hibit works of art by Margie
DeAngelo, James A. Clark and Bill
Krauss throughout this month and
September at its Mountainside facil-
ity.

Ms. DeAngelo has photographed
a wide range of subjects that include
abstract and realistic images of both
the natural and man-made worlds.
Her works feature locations such as

Portugal, Alaska and the American
Southwest. She is a resident of
Somerset.

Mr. Clark, who specializes in pas-
tels, is a member of the Westfield Art
Association and the Somerset Hills
Art Association. He is also an evan-
gelical minister. The Pottersville,
Hunterdon County resident’s sub-
jects include baseball players, chil-
dren and horses.

Mr. Krauss, a former Morristown
resident now living in Los Angeles,
is a photographer whose works have
an abstract quality. Among the im-
ages he has captured are scenes from
New York, San Francisco and New
Hampshire.

Monthly exhibits are sponsored
by the Auxiliary at CSH. All art-
work is available for purchase, with
a portion of sales benefiting the
Auxiliary.

Admission is free and exhibits can
be viewed from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Individuals can access the exhibit
through the hospital’s East Wing en-
trance, at 150 New Providence Road.
For more information, please call
(908) 233-3720, extension no. 5379.

Turn of Last Century Estate For Sale by Executor

Simply Elegant, City of San Francisco

$7MM
Inquiries: sf@goleader.com • Portfolio: goleader.com/sf


