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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

At Panera Bread, we bake all our 
breads (more than a dozen delicious 
varieties!), bagels, muffins, pastries 
and cookies right here in our bakery-
cafe. Fresh-baked bread is the 
centerpiece of every meal, from our 
sandwiches and salads to hearty soups 
served in bread bowls.

Drop by soon to discover all the good 
things we baked for you today.

Valid only at Panera Bread in Westfield. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Not valid with any other coupon or 
discount offer. Must present coupon when ordering. No reproductions allowed. Cash redemption value 1/20 of 
one cent. Applicable taxes paid by bearer. ©2002 Panera Bread. Offer expires 9/30/02.

FREE Loaf
of Freshly Baked Bread

With Any Purchase
(Excludes Miche Size)

      www.paneranj.com

143 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ
Phone: (908) 518-9600  •  Fax: (908) 518-9666

Hours: Monday - Thursday • 6:30a.m. - 9:00p.m.
                 Friday - Saturday • 6:30a.m. - 10:00p.m.
                          Sunday • 7:00a.m. - 8:00p.m.
                                

FRESH-BAKED

BLISS
PANERA BREAD
IS BAKING IN YOUR
      NEIGHBORHOOD

Once you’ve slept on a handmade Shifman, you’ll never want to sleep on anything else. 
For comfort and quality, it’s the finest handmade mattress in the world.

Mattress Sale!

35-70%SAVINGS
4 Days Only!

C R Y S T A L

TWIN SIZE
$179
Each Piece

C R Y S T A L

KING SIZE
$279

Sold in 3 Piece 
Sets Only

C R Y S T A L

FULL SIZE
$179
Each Piece

C R Y S T A L

QUEEN SIZE
$279

Sold in 2 Piece 
Sets Only

each
piece

each
piece

B A N C R O F T

TWIN SIZE
$99

Each Piece

B A N C R O F T

KING SIZE
$199

Sold in 3 Piece 
Sets Only

B A N C R O F T

FULL SIZE
$99

Each Piece

B A N C R O F T

QUEEN SIZE
$199

Sold in 2 Piece 
Sets Only

each
piece

each
piece

Valley Furniture Shop  
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623         33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 • (973) 427-1848

Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Eves ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

Four days
that will
change

your nights
forever.

Savings off of manufacturers suggested retail and may not be based on actual sales.

“Keeping Families Connected Is Our Top Priority”
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and 1000 mobile-to-mobile minutes for life as long as
you remain on the original plan selected at activation

for just $39.99 monthly access.
Annual 1 or 2-year agreement required.  Calls placed outside calling area are 69 cents per minute
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Westfield Councilman

Goldman Comments On
Police and Insurance Issues

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: This interview was
conducted upon the request of
Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
Goldman after the editorial printed
in the July 25 edition of The Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

WESTFIELD – “Virtually every-
thing in that editorial is wrong,”
Fourth Ward Demo-
cratic Councilman
Lawrence Goldman
said of the editorial in
the July 25 edition of
The Westfield Leader
and The Times of
Scotch Plains and
Fanwood regarding
the unsettled Westfield
Police Department
contracts.

C o u n c i l m a n
Goldman expressed
his frustration that in
the six years he has
been on the council that there have
been no steps taken to negotiate
health insurance providers.

He said that the only discussion
that took place was in reference to
the town joining a Health Insurance
Fund (HIF), similar to the Joint In-
surance Fund (JIF) for liability that
the town already participates in. This
policy would allow Westfield to pool
funds with other towns in order to
negotiate lower costs. It was deter-
mined by the council that the HIF
was not prudent.

Councilman Goldman said that
during the budget process the coun-
cil agreed to explore several issues,
including health insurance. He said
that the Finance Committee, which
is chaired by Second Ward Repub-
lican Councilman Matthew Albano,
was supposed to meet with various
insurance providers, but by June
there had been no further discus-
sion.

He said that at the June 11 council
meeting, where he led the Demo-
crats in a vote not to go into closed
session, he used that opportunity as
a means of forcing Councilman
Albano to call a meeting of the
Finance Committee, “It had noth-
ing to do with politicizing the police
contract.”

He said that in his years on the
council, the council has always stood
together on bargaining. The council
works with the labor attorney and
relies on his expertise to guide them
through the process.

Councilman Goldman said that
though health insurance is an aspect
of the police contract, it affects all
town employees.

“This whole issue should be sepa-
rate from the police contract,” he
added. “All I wanted to do was give
our council an opportunity to look
at what’s available.”

He said that he would still like to
hear from other companies and that
the affiliation and location of the
insurance company do not matter if
the town is getting the best deal, “I
don’t think we’re doing that.”

He went on to dispute the minutes
of the June 25 Finance Committee

meeting, which were supplied to
The Leader and The Times upon
request in the form of a memoran-
dum by Councilman Albano.

“Those weren’t minutes, that was
a memorandum,” he refuted.

He added that what was included
were Councilman Albano’s “per-
sonal view” of what happened at the
meeting and that no formal decision
was made. According to Council-
man Goldman, Councilman Albano

asked no questions of
the insurance company
BGIA, and there is no
basis for concluding
that there will be extra
fees. He also noted that
he and Councilman
Albano were the only
members of the finance
committee present at
the meeting with
BGIA.

According to Coun-
cilman Goldman the
council has not heard
an update on the nego-

tiation progress since the council
meeting on June 11, but expects to
hear more at the July 30 conference
meeting.

Councilman Goldman said that in
reference to the rumors circulating
town stating that the Democrats on
the council are responsible for the
delay of the contract negotiations,
he responded that it is a, “flat out
and out lie,” and that there is, “noth-
ing to it whatsoever.”

Larry Goldman

Volunteers Plant Butterfly,
Bird Garden in Lenape Park

WESTFIELD — Volunteers, from ages
8 to 82, planted a bird and butterfly
garden in Lenape Park near the large pond
at the end of East Broad Street in Westfield.
On May 18 and June 1, they planted more
than 50 trees, shrubs, and perennials.

Conceived by the Greater Watchung Na-
ture Club, the endeavor became a commu-
nity project, with volunteers bringing plants
from their gardens and local nurseries also
helping. Amberg Perennial Farm of Scotch
Plains, Dreyer Farms of Cranford, Ferrara
Garden Center of Westfield and Williams
Nursery of Westfield donated many plants.
Union County Vo-Tech provided three oak
trees. The grandfather of a volunteer donated
white spruces and pines. Clare Minick, a
Westfield garden designer, coordinated the
effort and planned the layout.

Frank Budney and the Friends of Lenape

Park installed monitors and bluebird houses
at the eastern end of the park. The Union
County Department of Parks and Recre-
ation (UCDPR) provided refreshments for
the volunteers on National Trails Day, June
1. UCDPR provided loads of wood chips.

The garden will provide habitat and
protective cover for birds that frequent
the park. Viburnum, serviceberry, ink-
berry and winterberry bushes will pro-
vide fruit for the birds. Asters, coreopsis,
and Joe-Pye weed will attract butterflies.

For information about the Greater
Watchung Nature Club, please call Clare
Minick, (908) 232-9218. For informa-
tion about the Friends of Lenape Park,
please call Frank Budney at (908) 687-
2169. For information about Union
County’s Adopt-A-Park Program, please
call (908) 527-4900.

FOR THE BIRDS…Resting proudly on their shovels after planting a nature
garden in Lenape Park are: front row; Missy Graff, Vicky Schwartz and son
Jonathon, Clare Minick, Mary Beshears and her two sons, Mae Deas, Ellen
Burke, Holly Hoffman, Betty Ann Kelly; back row, Frank Budney, Linda
Horning, Gerry Breitenbach, Frank Burke, Annie Pizza, and Michael Aita.

WF Resident, Officer Charges
Council to Settle PD Contract

This letter is in response to Council-
man Walsh’s letter to the editor in last
week’s Westfield Leader. I am respond-
ing as a resident of this Town since 1972,
a registered voter since 1983, and a ho-
meowner since 1994.

After reading Councilman Walsh’s let-
ter to the editor, I can’t help but view it as
a partisan opinion by an individual at-
tempting to push the blame onto another
political party or individual. It appears to
me that Mr. Walsh is attempting to do
some damage control to save his own,
and quite possibly some of his fellow
Democrats, political reputations.

The last sentence of Mr. Walsh’s letter
states: “It is my hope that the Mayor will
instruct our labor attorney to resolve this
matter without further delay.”

Mr. Walsh, I believe you are singling out
Mayor McDermott as the reason why the
police department’s contract has not yet been
settled. Maybe it is an attempt to gain an
advantage with the undecided electorate for
an upcoming election, or do you truly be-
lieve that Mayor McDermott is the reason
why the police department and the Town of
Westfield have yet to settle a contract.

I am, without doubt, convinced that
the Town’s labor attorney can resolve
this contract matter if he is dealing with a
bipartisan Town Council instead of one
that continues to play “party politics”.
Maybe certain members of the Town
Council have tied the hands of our Mayor.
It is about time that “party politics” be put
aside and this issue be settled.

What bothers me the most is that I am,
as a taxpayer, reading about consultation
fees and other frivolous expenditures be-
ing paid to companies and consultants
without hesitation. But when it comes to
labor contracts, some of our elected and/or
appointed Town officials have no prob-
lem delaying the settling of a contract

because of, what I believe to be, partisan
politics. I’ve never had a problem paying
the increase in my tax bill due to the
educational needs of this town’s youth.
Also, when there is an increase in my taxes
to provide a better “quality of life” for this
town’s residents, I am without hesitation,
willing to pay my share of the tax bill.
With that being said, why is it that the
services of our police department, which
include the safety of our residents, are
something that some council members
feel is worth only a 0 percent increase?

Councilman Walsh stated in his letter to
the editor: “They (the police) work hard for
us.” “They keep our streets, our homes, and
our neighborhoods safe.” “They are in my
estimation one of the finest police depart-
ments in the State of New Jersey, and
Westfielders are tightly proud of them.”
After reading this I couldn’t help but recall
a conversation I had with another Westfield
Councilman several years ago.

I was boarding an airplane returning
from vacation when a gentleman sitting in
the same row as me acknowledged a jacket
that I was wearing; it had a Westfield
Police Golf Outing patch on it. It turns out
that the person I was talking to was
Westfield Councilman Lawrence
Goldman. After introducing myself to Mr.
Goldman as a member of the Westfield
Police Department, Mr. Goldman went on
to tell me how professional he thought the
Westfield police are and how appreciative
he and the rest of Westfield’s residents are
of the job that the police do.

Mr. Walsh and Mr. Goldman, actions
speak louder than words. With that being
said, lets put “party politics” aside and
resolve this issue. It’s time, Mr. Goldman
and Mr. Walsh to, as the old saying goes,
“put your money where your mouth is.”

Gregory W. Kasko
Westfield

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyW
DI�IOIA�BOYLE

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

C E RT I F I E D  T R I A L  L AW Y E R S *

EISMANHELY

“Find Out W
hy th

e

Staff at The W
estfi

eld Leader

LOVES to e
at at...”
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* Featuring Gourmet Quality Sandwiches and Salads
* Fantastic Desserts and Expresso Drinks
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WITH THIS AD...

���� Cup of Cappuccino
with a purchase of one of our

Specialty Desserts

Midshipman Nelson
Wraps Indoctrination

At Naval Academy
SCOTCH PLAINS – United

States Navy Midshipman Joseph
R. Nelson, a 2002 graduate of the
Union County Magnet High School
in Scotch Plains, recently com-
pleted six weeks of United States
Naval Academy Indoctrination
(Plebe Summer) in Annapolis, Md.

The fast-paced orientation be-
gins four years of preparation for
commissioning as naval or Marine
Corps officers. Midshipman
Nelson learned basic skills in sea-
manship, navigation, infantry drill,
sailing and marksmanship, plus
the Brigade of Midshipmen’s
Honor Concept.

See it all in Color!
See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


