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Westfield Councilman

WF Resident, Officer Charges
Council to Settle PD Contract

Goldman Comments On
Police and Insurance Issues

This letter is in response to Councilman Walsh’s letter to the editor in last
week’s Westfield Leader. I am responding as a resident of this Town since 1972,
a registered voter since 1983, and a homeowner since 1994.
After reading Councilman Walsh’s letter to the editor, I can’t help but view it as
a partisan opinion by an individual attempting to push the blame onto another
political party or individual. It appears to
me that Mr. Walsh is attempting to do
some damage control to save his own,
and quite possibly some of his fellow
Democrats, political reputations.
The last sentence of Mr. Walsh’s letter
states: “It is my hope that the Mayor will
instruct our labor attorney to resolve this
matter without further delay.”
Mr. Walsh, I believe you are singling out
Mayor McDermott as the reason why the
police department’s contract has not yet been
settled. Maybe it is an attempt to gain an
advantage with the undecided electorate for
an upcoming election, or do you truly believe that Mayor McDermott is the reason
why the police department and the Town of
Westfield have yet to settle a contract.
I am, without doubt, convinced that
the Town’s labor attorney can resolve
this contract matter if he is dealing with a
bipartisan Town Council instead of one
that continues to play “party politics”.
Maybe certain members of the Town
Council have tied the hands of our Mayor.
It is about time that “party politics” be put
aside and this issue be settled.
What bothers me the most is that I am,
as a taxpayer, reading about consultation
fees and other frivolous expenditures being paid to companies and consultants
without hesitation. But when it comes to
labor contracts, some of our elected and/or
appointed Town officials have no problem delaying the settling of a contract
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one cent. Applicable taxes paid by bearer. ©2002 Panera Bread. Offer expires 9/30/02.
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Drop by soon to discover all the good
things we baked for you today.

143 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ

because of, what I believe to be, partisan
politics. I’ve never had a problem paying
the increase in my tax bill due to the
educational needs of this town’s youth.
Also, when there is an increase in my taxes
to provide a better “quality of life” for this
town’s residents, I am without hesitation,
willing to pay my share of the tax bill.
With that being said, why is it that the
services of our police department, which
include the safety of our residents, are
something that some council members
feel is worth only a 0 percent increase?
Councilman Walsh stated in his letter to
the editor: “They (the police) work hard for
us.” “They keep our streets, our homes, and
our neighborhoods safe.” “They are in my
estimation one of the finest police departments in the State of New Jersey, and
Westfielders are tightly proud of them.”
After reading this I couldn’t help but recall
a conversation I had with another Westfield
Councilman several years ago.
I was boarding an airplane returning
from vacation when a gentleman sitting in
the same row as me acknowledged a jacket
that I was wearing; it had a Westfield
Police Golf Outing patch on it. It turns out
that the person I was talking to was
Westfield Councilman Lawrence
Goldman. After introducing myself to Mr.
Goldman as a member of the Westfield
Police Department, Mr. Goldman went on
to tell me how professional he thought the
Westfield police are and how appreciative
he and the rest of Westfield’s residents are
of the job that the police do.
Mr. Walsh and Mr. Goldman, actions
speak louder than words. With that being
said, lets put “party politics” aside and
resolve this issue. It’s time, Mr. Goldman
and Mr. Walsh to, as the old saying goes,
“put your money where your mouth is.”
Gregory W. Kasko
Westfield
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