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Mirabelli and Turner to Run
Uncontested in Mountainside

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil incumbent candidates Paul
Mirabelli and Keith Turner will
run uncontested for reelection.

Mr. Turner is seeking his fourth
term on the council, and has
been a resident of Mountainside
since 1958. He has served as
Council President, and on the
Recreation Commission, Fire
Commissioner and Planning
Board Liaison.

Mr. Mirabelli has been a bor-
ough resident since 1990. This
will be his third run for council.

He has served on the Fire and
Police Department Commissions,
and has been Liaison to the Plan-
ning Board, Rescue Squad and
Tax Assessor’s office.

Democratic Committee Chair-
man Michael Krasner told The
Westfield Leader the committee
felt they could do its best work in
the borough by going to council
meetings and bringing issues to
light. “We can do our best work
by being watchdogs,” Mr. Krasner
said.

In the history of the borough of
Mountainside no democrat has
held a seat on the council.

Keith Turner (GOP)

Paul Mirabelli (GOP)
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Fresh Faces Vie
For New Terms
On Nov. Ballot

    Courtesy of Lorre Korecky
BREAKING GROUND…The Groundbreaking Ceremony at Westfield High
School (WHS) was held on Tuesday afternoon. The $10 million dollar project will
add gym storage, a cafeteria extension, guidance office expansion, renovation of
existing science rooms, and more new classrooms. Pictured, left to right, are: Frank
Zanfardino, Vice President of Raimondo Contracting Corporation; WHS Presi-
dent Dr. Robert Petix; Arlene Gardner, Board of Education President; Dr. William
Foley, Superintendent of Schools; Anthony Rinaldi, President of Crain Construc-
tion; Jim Faridy and Dave Fraytak, architects with Faridy, Veisz, Fraytak.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This November brings a term
change from two to three years for all
seats on the Westfield Town Council,
as well as the position of Westfield
Mayor. One seat from each of the
four wards is up for election this
November, as well as the mayoral
race.

Republican Mayor Gregory
McDermott will face Democrat Tom
Fuccillo in the mayoral race this fall.

This is Mayor McDermott’s sec-
ond run for Mayor; he was elected in
2000. Previous to that, he was elected
as First Ward Councilman in 1997
and was re-elected in 1999. He is
Vice President of Drew & Rogers,
Inc., a printing company based in
West Caldwell.

Mayor McDermott holds a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in Business Ad-
ministration from Gettysburg Col-
lege in Pennsylvania.

He has also directed and coached
in the Westfield Soccer Association
and is a parishioner at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
He and his wife, Andrea, have four
children, Bryan, Maggie, Melissa and
Patricia.

In 2001, Mr. Fuccillo ran for the
second ward seat, but was defeated
by incumbent Republican Matthew
Albano. Mr. Fuccillo has been a resi-
dent of Westfield since 1998. He and
his wife, Kristin, have two sons, Tho-
mas, 3, and Michael, 10 months.

Mr. Fuccillo is a graduate of the
University of Rochester in Roches-
ter, N.Y. with a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Political Science. He
earned his law degree from St. John’s
University. He is an attorney for an
investment management firm in New
York, where he serves as associate
general counsel.

While Carl Salisbury has decided
not to run for a third term in the first
ward, he stated that he has always
felt that serving on the council was a
temporary volunteer position. It is
his personal philosophy to step down
and let others serve.

“I am looking forward to getting
back to my wife and daughter,” Mr.
Salisbury told The Westfield Leader.

Two newcomers are entering the
race in the first ward, Mark Kuehn
and Sal Caruana.

Mr. Kuehn lives in Westfield with

his wife, Margaret, and their two
children, Tim, 12, and Elizabeth, 8.
He is a business and corporate attor-
ney with the Westfield law firm of
Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook.

He graduated from Ohio Univer-
sity with a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Mathematics in 1974, received a
law degree in 1981 from the College
of William & Mary, and graduated
from New York University School of
Law with a Masters of Law in Taxa-
tion in 1982.

After several years, Mr. Kuehn left
his career in law for the business and
financial worlds. During his 17 years
in business, he participated in own-
ing, running and consulting for
smaller and mid-sized businesses,
including co-founding Morristown-
based General Messenger Service,
Inc.; buying, running and selling
Morris County based Penny Press,
Inc., and running Americas First
Capital Corporation of New York
City and Wayne Kerr Electronics of
Boston.

Mr. Kuehn re-entered private prac-
tice in early 2001 to provide practi-
cal legal and business advice to com-
panies and business owners. He is a
member of the New Jersey, Virginia
and Florida State Bar Associations,
and is active with several profes-
sional groups.

Mr. Kuehn is active with the
Westfield Y’s Men’s Club, the
Westfield Rotary, the Board of Di-
rectors of the Westfield/Mountainside
Chapter of the American Red Cross,
and several area Chambers of Com-
merce.

Sal Caruana is President and CEO
of Foster Capital Corporation, an
investment management company he
founded in 1991. He graduated Phi
Beta Kappa and summa cum laude
from Binghamton University and
went on to Cornell Law School.

Mr. Caruana has been involved in
local civic organizations and chari-
ties in Westfield. He is currently
serving his third year as a Director of
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) and is in his sixth year as
a volunteer coach for youth softball,
soccer and basketball teams.

In 1999, he endowed the Caruana
Family Fund at the Westfield Foun-
dation to assist the medical care and
special needs of local children from

Greg McDermott
(GOP)

For Westfield Mayor:
Three-Year Term

For Westfield Town Council:
Three-Year Terms

Rafael Betancourt
(GOP), Ward 2

For Mountainside Council:
Two 3-Year Terms

Tom Fuccillo
(DEM)

David Owens
(DEM), Ward 2

Sal Caruana
(GOP), Ward 1

Mark Kuehn
(DEM), Ward 1

Claire Lazarowitz
(DEM), Ward 3

Andy Skivitsky
(GOP), Ward 3

Chris Paganas
(GOP), Ward 4

Larry Goldman
(DEM), Ward 4
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Voting For School Taxes, BOE
Candidates to Occur April 16

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Voters in the region, including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside, will be asked to
approve or reject record hikes in
school taxes this coming Tuesday,
April 16.

They will also be asked to elect a
largely unopposed slate of candi-
dates for their respective municipali-
ties’ boards of education. Polls will
be open from 2 to 9 p.m.

Turnout for voting has tradition-
ally been light, although this year,
voter participation may increase as
property taxes are projected to jump
significantly. It has been estimated
by this newspaper, supported by pub-
lished data, that the average home-
owner in the region may see his or
her property tax increase by about 10
percent this year.

The projected jump in property
taxes for this year will be due largely
to the size of the school tax increases
proposed, along with additional tax
increases intended by Union County
and the municipal governments.

School tax accounts for about 65
percent of the total property tax.
County and municipal taxes share
the remainder about equally.

Property taxes are also expected to
rise as a result of recent bonds ap-
proved by the public for expanding
school facilities. Increased state sub-
sidies are not available this year to
soften the impact on local property
owners.

The 2002-2003 proposed Westfield
public school budget is $65.4 mil-
lion. The 2002-2003 proposed Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school bud-
get is $55.2 million. The 2002-2003
proposed Mountainside public school

budget is $10.9 million.
Candidates for the boards of edu-

cation are running unopposed in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and in
Mountainside. Westfield has four
candidates vying for three seats.

In Westfield, Board President
Arlene Gardner is seeking her third
term. The other contenders for the
three seats are newcomers George
Kattak, William Ziff and Alice
Hunnicutt.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, new-
comer Susan Dyckman is running
unopposed for the Fanwood seat. For
the two Scotch Plains vacancies, in-
cumbent Edward Saradaki, running
for his third term, and newcomer
Trip Whitehouse are unopposed.

In Mountainside, incumbents Pe-
ter Goggi and John Standish Perrin,
both seeking second terms, are also

Atlantic Group Chosen
To Lead Redevelopment

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council held
a special meeting on Monday night
to interview five firms interested in
assisting the town in the redevelop-
ment of lots one and eight, and lots
three and three A for the use of
parking facilities.

Councilmen Lawrence Goldman
and Peter Echausse were not in at-
tendance. All five firms responded to
the Town’s Request For Proposals
(RFP), which outlined the town’s
goal to hire a project team with rede-
velopment experience and legal ex-
pertise to guide the town through the
redevelopment process in a timely
fashion.

Each firm was given approximately
forty minutes, during which they
made a presentation and were asked
questions by the Mayor, Council,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh.

The five firms interviewed were
Patrick Henry, Lawrence Houstoun,
Jr. and Robert Goldsmith represent-
ing The Atlantic Group and
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith, Ravin,
Davis and Himmel; a team from
Schoor Depalma; a team from Bea-
con Planning and Consulting Ser-
vices, L.L.C.; a team from DeCotiis,
FitzPatrick, Gluck and Cole, LLP,
which included Perth Amboy Mayor
Joseph Vas; and a team from Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor Engineering,
PC, which included Glenn Scotland.

The council held discussion on the
five applicants at Tuesday’s confer-
ence session, where they ultimately
chose The Atlantic Group.

As of Tuesday night the council
had narrowed their choices to, The
Atlantic Group, Schoor Depalma and
Paulus, Sokolowski and Sartor Engi-
neering, PC. Paulus presented a six-
month time line and a cost ranging
from $95,000 to $113,500, with no
cap; Schoor Depalma presented an
18-month proposal with a cost of
$160,386, with no cap and The At-
lantic Group’s proposal was based
on a 29 week time line and a total
project cost not to exceed $149,100.
Mr. Gildea told the council that he
had called the references listed for
the three firms. He want on to ex-
plain that Mr. Scotland, the attorney
from Paulus, came highly recom-
mended; that Schoor is working on
the Memorial Pool project and does
great work, and that he had spoken
with the Mayor and Administrator in
Princeton where Atlantic is building
a parking deck. Mr. Gildea explained
that Princeton was very happy with
Atlantic and that they are behind
schedule only because the council,
who has also appointed itself as the
redevelopment agency, needed an
extra meeting.

Mr. Marsh also recommended The
Atlantic group, citing their experi-
ence, the personal attention they give
to each project and that Westfield
would be their number one project.
He went on to site that this was a set
team, not a team put together for this
particular project as many of the
other firms were. Councilman

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Council Discusses Religious Symbol Use
On Town Property, Debates Tradition

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday’s regularly scheduled
conference session of the Westfield
Town Council, a lengthy discussion
was held regarding the council’s abil-
ity and need to change the holiday
decorations at the North Side train
station.

Mayor Gregory McDermott told
the council that he and Councilmen
Peter Echausse and Carl Salisbury

had met with religious leaders to
determine, as political and religious
leaders, the best policy on displaying
religious symbols on town property.

Though all religious leaders in
town were invited, the three officials
who attended the meeting to give
their recommendation were Rabbi
Charles Kroloff, the Reverend Darla
Dee Turlington and the Reverend
Andrew Hamersley.

Mayor McDermott explained that

the meeting resulted in an idea to
have a sign that stated, “One
Westfield. A Season of Spirit,” and
would include all religious symbols
or names of all the houses of worship
in Westfield.

In addition, the officials also found
that it was most acceptable to have
snowflakes on the tree, and then to
light the tree with spotlights from
underneath. Mayor McDermott sug-
gested the use of a picture that exists,
depicting all of Westfield’s houses of
worship.

Members of the council got into a
heated debate on whether or not it
was the town’s place to change the
traditional lighting of the tree and
menorah.

According to Mayor McDermott,
the clergy wants to minimize the
commercial use of religious sym-
bols.

Councilman Carl Salisbury stated,
“I think it’s a fair statement to make
about the ministerium in general. If
you ask the clergy, and you got them
in their most candid moment, they’d
say don’t put any kind of religious
symbols, of any kind, on town prop-
erty at all.”

Mr. Salisbury added that the reli-
gious leaders in attendance stated
that they understood that removal of
all symbols was not a viable option.
He went on to cite the value of the
first amendment, which includes the
separation of church and state.

Mayor McDermott explained that
there is a disagreement on whether
the tree is considered a religious
symbol or not. Councilman Peter
Echausse spoke on the need for tra-
dition in Westfield and stated that
this is a difficult and personal discus-
sion.

Mr. Echausse cited that the White
House Christmas tree lighting has
been occurring since 1889 and that
former President Clinton began the
tradition of lighting a menorah in the
Oval Office, and President Bush lit a
menorah last year in the White House
residence.

“I think we’re taking something
away (by not putting lights on the
tree). The tree lighting ceremony is
the start of a holiday that is important
to kids,” Mr. Echausse stated.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mountainside Council
Budget Figures Delayed

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil held its monthly work session on
Tuesday, April 9, during which offi-
cials discussed the 2002 Municipal
Budget and the Final Sewer Assess-
ment Commission Report.

The budget will require two reso-
lutions prior to its introduction. The
borough’s portion of the budget is
completed, but the school board and
Union County officials have not fi-
nalized their portions of the borough’s
budget.

Therefore, a resolution from Mayor
Robert Viglianti and the council to
accept a late budget, will be neces-
sary again this year.

The council crunched the numbers
and clarified the appropriations for
2002. Conflicting media reports con-
cerning the significant increase in
Mountainside’s property taxes con-
cerned the mayor and council mem-
bers.

Mayor Vigilanti told The Westfield
Leader, “I can’t comment on another
governmental body’s (Board of Edu-
cation) numbers.” At press time, the
Mountainside Board of Education
budget totaled $10.9 million.

The Final Sewer Assessment Com-
mission Report was also discussed
and characterized as “the end of a
long process” by Borough Attorney
John Post. The report is scheduled

for a public hearing on Tuesday, May
21.

The report sets a $10,000 assess-
ment to all properties newly permit-
ted to hook into the sewer system.
The amount, set back in the early
90s was determined by simply di-
viding the cost to the borough
equally among the properties af-
fected.

The group felt the amount was fair
and reasonable, recognizing that the
enhancement to the individual prop-
erties (having the sewer connection)
was much greater than $10,000. The
alternative would mean that the bor-
ough would have to pay for apprais-
als on all of the properties individu-
ally. Individual property owners are
responsible for the cost of connect-
ing to the sewer system from the
building to the street.

In other matters, the mayor called
for a vote on a resolution to officially
notify all those who are delinquent in
paying for annual licenses and/or
permits that they have 10 days from
receipt of the notice to pay the delin-
quent fees due the borough. The vote
was unanimous.

In other business, the appointment
of the municipal pool manager to
application by the Mountainside
Woman’s Club to hold an offsite
raffle was discussed.

The regular meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, April 16, at 8 p.m.
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Fresh Faces Vie for New
Terms on November Ballot

Friends Recall Many Contributions
Of Councilwoman Carol A. Wood

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- Remembering
Fanwood Councilwoman Carol A. Wood
this week, friends and colleagues most
often described her as someone who
gave her all for the community she had
called home for more than 30 years.

Known as much for her volunteer spirit
as for her success as a realtor and a
member of the governing body, Mrs.
Wood, 57, died last Sunday at her home.
A Republican, she was elected to her
inaugural term in November of 2000.

Mayor Louis Jung said Monday that
one of the things which most impressed
him about Mrs. Wood was “how much
she loved the community; she just loved
being here.”

“We’re going to miss her big time; she
was a doer, she got things done,” he
continued, noting that flags at Borough
Hall and the Fanwood Memorial Library
would be flown at half-mast this week in
tribute to Mrs. Wood. “We’ve lost a good
friend, someone everybody liked,” he
said.

“I think it’s a loss to the town and to the
community where she was so very ac-

tive,” echoed Republican
Municipal Chairman and
former Fanwood Mayor
Theodore “Ted” Trumpp,
adding that Mrs. Wood
was “interested in trying
to improve quality of life
for everyone in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.”

Besides serving as an
elected official, Mrs.
Wood put her talents and
energy to work in a variety
of business and civic ven-
ues over the years. A li-
censed real estate agent,
she carved out a success-
ful career with Century 21
Taylor & Love in
Westfield, where she was
Vice President.

She was designated
Graduate Realtor Institute
and a Certified Real Es-
tate Specialist from the
National Association of
Realtors.

A 23-year member of
the Century 21 Million
Dollar Club, she also
earned the New Jersey
Association of Realtors
(NJAR) Million Dollar
Award for 23 years and
was a three-time recipient of the Century
21 Centurion Award, the firm’s highest
honor.

Mrs. Wood became a member of the
Westfield Board of Realtors in 1972,
served on all of its committees and was
named a Director in 1987. She addition-
ally served as President from 1994 to
1995. Also active on various NJAR com-
mittees and task forces, she was a mem-
ber of its Board of Directors in 1994 and
1995.

Mrs. Wood was honored as Realtor of
the Year by the Westfield Board of Real-
tors in 1987 and again in 1993 and re-
ceived the Community Service Award in
1987.

Recalling how they were once “friendly
competitors” at separate Mountainside
real estate agencies, Century 21 Presi-
dent Roger Love described how Mrs.
Wood eventually came to work for him in
1976, after he had opened his own office
in Westfield.

“She was a friend for many, many
years,” Mr. Love said this week. “She was
very community-minded, always putting
service above self, whether it was the
YMCA, the Rotary Club or Century 21.”

A member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club since 1993, Mrs.
Wood was honored last April as the
club’s Volunteer of the Year for her dedi-
cation to the organization and her pivotal
role in various Rotary projects. During
her tenure with the club, Mrs. Wood had

also been its President and received the
Paul Harris Fellow.

Mrs. Wood additionally was a mem-
ber for 22 years of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA Board of Directors, serv-
ing six years as its President. She was
Vice President of Fundraising at the time
of her death, as well as a member of the
Board of Trustees and the Endowment
Committee.

She also gave back to the community
over the years through her service on the
Fanwood Planning Board and the now-
defunct Fanwood Board of Adjustment,
and on the borough’s Board of Health,
Community Assessment and Strategic
Planning committees.

She was a member of the Fanwood
Republican Club and the Union County
200 Club.

Originally from California, Mrs. Wood
had lived in Alexandria, Va., before com-
ing to Fanwood in 1970. She was a
graduate of the University of Illinois.

Surviving are her husband, Lewis J.
Wood; her mother, Lois Lee Keller of
Florida; her brother, Harrison Keller, 3rd,
also of Florida, and her sister, Nancy
Maher of Greece.

A memorial service will be held at
noon tomorrow, April 12, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made to the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, 1340 Martine
Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076.

Senator Corzine Tells Scotch Plains Audience
About Afghanistan and Middle East Terrorism

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
United States Senator Jon Corzine attended
a fundraiser Sunday afternoon at the Scotch
Hills Country Club to address the Scotch
Plains Democratic Committee, support-
ers, local candidates and members of the
public. The event was informal and ap-
proximately 60 enthusiastic attendees con-
ducted casual conversations with the Sena-
tor.

The Senator recounted impressions from
his recent trip to Afghanistan and Saudi
Arabia. “We’re at a very unique time in
American history. We (Americans) are
being challenged more so than any time in
the past 20 years — since the Vietnam War.
It’s hard to get your mind around the hatred
that exists in the region. Terrorism, fanati-
cism is an enemy of all peoples. I came
away with a positive feeling for the future
of Afghanistan even though there was an
attempted coup of the Afghan Interim
government the Wednesday we were there,”
said the Senator.

Speaking on a variety of domestic and
world subjects in a relaxed conversational
tone, he said, “It is imperative for us in
America to stand behind our ally, Israel.”
Commenting on the Saudi peace plan,” he
said. “The Peace plan offered by Saudi
Arabia is not a detailed plan but a proposal,
a beginning. It is a ticket of admission to
the negotiating table.” Addressing the link
with narcotics, he said, “We must recog-
nize the interconnectivity of drug dealing
and terrorism.”

Mr. Corzine emphasized, “I take great
pride in being a Democrat. We need to
work in many areas like education, lower-
ing class size and rebuilding school infra-
structure.”

Looking at the local Democratic candi-
dates, he commented, “I’ve been in the
minority and the majority in the past 15
months and I know which is better.”

Before concluding the public session,
the Senator took a few questions from the
audience. One questioner asked, “Where
are the voices of moderation in the Mid-
east?” to which he responded, “As I said
earlier, the Saudi proposal is a positive
ingredient to peace. It is a real ticket to the
table of negotiations.” Senator Corzine
praised President Bush’s handling of the
events of September 11. “President Bush
did a good job,” he said.

Referring to himself as a “rookie politi-
cian,” he offered a suggestion to his fellow
Democrats — “The political right have
incredible think tanks that disseminate
their conservatism. We need to do the
same. We (the Democratic Party) need to
get the word out utilizing common ve-
hicles.”

Senator Corzine told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and The Westfield Leader
at the private gathering that followed, “I
had the opportunity to visit with our troops
in Bagram, Afghanistan, just north of
Kabul. America should be proud of these
young men and women. I was approached
and had personal conversations with many
who were from New Jersey. It was a privi-
lege to have met them.”

The Leader and The Times asked, “You
are to appear on television tonight; is there
anything you’ll say there you haven’t told
the audience here this afternoon?”

“No, that’s a different forum where
you’re confined to responding to their
questions,” he replied.

Which do you prefer, he was asked.
“Scotch Plains,” he replied.

Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

Chairman Kenneth Lipstein invited  Sena-
tor Corzine to Scotch Plains, and the junior
Senator accepted the invitation despite his
busy schedule. Mr. Lipstein told The Leader
and The Times that it was a big event for
Scotch Plains to have the Senator attend —
and it is particularly meaningful in that he
has local ties and understanding because
he is from Summit.

Senator Corzine spent the morning at
two Town Hall meetings and after the
Scotch Plains event he was scheduled to
appear that evening on television with his
counterpart and traveling partner Demo-
cratic United States Senator Robert
Torricelli.

Senator Torricelli accompanied Mr.
Corzine on his trip to Saudi Arabia and
Afghanistan. They visited American mili-
tary forces based at Bagram, Afghanistan
and held discussions with Hamid Karzai,
the country’s interim government chair-
man.

At a press conference at the American
Embassy in Kabul, Senator Corzine said
the two Senators, “came to understand the
terms of rebuilding this nation, the kind of
resources that would be necessary, the
kind of time frame that may need to be
considered.”

According to a report from Radio Free

Europe, Senator Corzine was quoted as
saying, “I think we can go home with an
agenda of issues on trade, issues on educa-
tion and military training that can be useful
in the discussions that we’ll have among
our colleagues in the Senate. And we come

                  Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader
GETTING THE STORY…Intern reporter of The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Jeremy Lipstein, far right, and his
brother, Andrew, left, meet with Democratic U.S. Senator Jon Corzine on Sunday at the Scotch Hills Country Club during
the Scotch Plains Democratic fundraiser. Jeremy and Andrew are the sons of Scotch Plains Democratic Party Chairman
Kenneth Lipstein.

unopposed.
The voting locations for Westfield

are shown on the Ward Map on page
16 of this edition.

The voting locations in Fanwood
are Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, for District Nos. 1 and 2;
Children’s Specialized Hospital, 330
South Avenue, for District No. 3;
Terrill Road Bible Chapel, 535 Terrill
Road, for District Nos. 4 and 5, and
the Fanwood Memorial Library,
North Avenue and Tillotson Road,
for District Nos. 6 and 7.

The voting locations in Scotch
Plains are Park Middle School, 580
Park Avenue, District Nos. 1, 2 and
3; Scotch Plains Public Library, 1927
Bartle Avenue, District Nos. 4 and 5;
Evergreen Elementary School, 2280
Evergreen Avenue, District Nos. 6, 7
and 8; Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Westfield Road, District No.
10; St. John’s Baptist Church, 2387
Morse Avenue, District No. 11;
McGinn Elementary School,
Roosevelt Avenue, District Nos. 12
and 13; Union Catholic High School,
Martine Avenue, District Nos. 14
and 15; Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools, 1776 Raritan
Road, District Nos. 16 and 21; Terrill
Middle School, 1301 Terrill Road,
District Nos. 17 and 18, and Coles
Elementary School, 16 Kevin Road,
District Nos. 19 and 20.

The voting locations in
Mountainside are the Municipal
Building, 1385 Route 22, District
Nos. 1 and 6; Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church, 300 Cen-
tral Avenue, District Nos. 2, 7, 8 and
9, and the Community Presbyterian
Church, Deer Path and Meeting
House Lane, District Nos. 3, 4 and 5.
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Councilman Rafael Betancourt said
that allowing the crèche last year was a
step forward, and that the town should
continue to be inclusive, and not change
for the sake of change. He added that
children do not know about politics or
religious conflict, and that the council
should not be changing the tradition.

He stated that it is the community’s job
to change the tradition, and that is not
what the council is elected to do. Coun-
cilman Betancourt added that no con-
stituent has asked him to change the
current traditions.

Councilwoman Claire Lazarowitz said
that it was time to show our children the
change in the world, and that it should be
opened up to say “one Westfield” to
show our children what the community
can do to open up the world.

Councilwoman Susan Jacobson stated
that she felt the lighting of the spotlights
could be a part of the tradition. She went
on to say that the idea of the snowflakes
was a new idea that would set Westfield
apart from other communities and start a
new tradition.

Councilman Lawrence Goldman told
the council that at one point there was a
Christmas pageant at Westfield High
School and that students, who felt forced
to participate, opted out of the event. He
stated that everyone can have their tradi-
tions at their houses of worship and that
the town needs to walk down the middle
of the road on this issue and that the
message on the proposed sign says it all.

Councilman Matthew Albano stated
that it would be better to be all-inclusive
than to have nothing. Mayor McDermott
suggested having white lights on the tree
and then continuing the lights through
the center of town.

The council does not sponsor the tree
lighting, menorah, crèche or Santa coming
to town, they do however have to sign off on
approval permits to allow them. The coun-
cil was unable to come to a consensus.

Discussion on changing the speed limit
on Mountain Avenue was brought up by
Town Administrator Jim Gildea. Accord-
ing to Mr. Gildea the posted speed limit
on the road is 25 miles an hour, but
because it is a county road the actual
speed limit is 35, and so the police can not
issue a ticket based on the posted signs.

The town will be petitioning Union
County to change the speed limit on the
road to 25, which would then allow po-
lice to enforce the posted speed limit.

Councilwoman Jacobson also sug-
gested that the county be petitioned to
change the speed limit on West Broad
Street to 25 miles per hour. She cited that
the rate of speed was too high near the
community center.

Councilman Goldman brought up that
Prospect Street may fall under state aid
for re-paving in 2003, but if not it would
remain a priority project for that year. Mr.
Goldman went on to say that there will be
regular public announcements to the com-

Council Discusses Religious
Symbol Use On Town Property

munity on upcoming road projects in The
Westfield Leader and on TV-36.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh stated
that Tamaques Way would have a seal
put on it to stop further cracking, rather
than to be re-paved. He stated that the
road is structurally sound.

Councilwoman Jacobson stated that
the user fee for clean-up week should be
raised from $50 to $65 due to the fact that
the project went $18,000 over budget last
year. The contract for the bulky waste has
gone to Midco Waste System of New
Brunswick and will be transported as
750 pounds per truck load for a fee of
$58.78 a ton. The project will begin on
the first week in June.

Councilman Salisbury stated that the
Laws and Rules Committee had met with
the tree preservation committee to discuss
an ordinance that would require develop-
ers to leave a certain number of trees on
lots that are being torn down or subdi-
vided. The ordinance would require that
the developer tear down no more than 75
percent of the trees on the property, and
would have to contribute $125 per tree
after the 75 percent. The monies would
then go into an escrow account so that the
town could plant new trees each year.

Mr. Gildea announced that all tickets
are now able to be paid on-line through
the town website.

The next public meeting will be held
on Tuesday, April 16, at 8 p.m.

away with a sense of great pride in what
America has done — but also the great
sense of responsibility that the mission
isn’t complete, that winning the war isn’t
winning a peace. We have much to do on
that score.”

Goldman stated that though he was not
present on Monday night he had read the
proposals, and was concerned that the
project was too small for Paulus. Mr.
Goldman went on to say that without a
price cap there would be an unknown
cost, though some of it may be able to be
billed to the developer, there was a risk
that the town could incur excess charges.
Councilman Kevin Walsh stated that he
was impressed by both Mr. Scotland, of
Paulus, and Mr. Goldsmith, of Atlantic.
Mayor Gregory McDermott cited that
Atlantic was sensitive to property matters,
which may come into play should the town
need to acquire any privately owned land.
Mayor McDermott asked for the opinions
of Mr. Marsh, Mr. Gildea, Robert Newell,
Chairman of the Planning Board and
Charlie Weidman, Chair of the Parking
Advisory Committee, who will be work-
ing closely with the redeveloper. They all
recommended Atlantic on the basis of a
strong project leader and that Westfield
would be their number one project.

The Atlantic Group was chosen in a 5-
3 vote. Councilmen Lawrence Goldman,
Rafael Betancourt, Matt Albano, Carl
Salisbury and Mayor McDermott chose
Atlantic while Councilman Kevin Walsh
and Councilwomen Claire Lazarowitz
and Susan Jacobson chose Paulus. Coun-
cilman Echausse abstained from voting.

Suzette Stalker for The Times
WINNING TICKET…In November of 2000, Re-
publicans Carol A. Wood and Council President
Joel Whitaker enjoyed their victory  after winning
two open seats on the Fanwood Borough Council.

families in distress, and served as a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra from 1996
to 1998. Last October, he joined the
Westfield United Fund September 11
Committee.

Mr. Caruana is married to his wife,
Darleen, and has two daughters; Patrina,
13, and Kristen Leigh, 11, who attend
Westfield schools.

Republican Rafael Bentancourt will
run against David Owens in the second
ward.

Incumbent candidate Rafael Betancourt
will be seeking his second term for coun-
cil. He is a partner in the law firm of
Pisano, Triarsi & Betancourt in Cranford.
He is a graduate of Tulane University in
New Orleans and received his law degree
from the University of Puerto Rico.

Originally from San Juan, Puerto Rico,
Councilman Betancourt has resided in
Westfield for 17 years. He and his wife,
Epie, have two sons, Diego, 15, and Andres,
12, who attend Westfield schools. He was
Chairman of the New Jersey Supreme
Court’s Union County District Fee Arbi-
tration Committee.

Councilman Betancourt served a com-
bined 10 years as Westfield Town Pros-
ecutor and Public Defender. He is a former
FBI agent and Assistant Union County
Prosecutor.

Mr. Owens has resided in Westfield
since 1979. While a volunteer for the
DWC, he helped formulate the strategy
and served as the spokesman for the Save
the Rialto Theater campaign that pre-
served the town’s movie theater.

He is currently a Trustee of the Westfield
Foundation, a member of the Patriot Dis-
trict Advancement Committee of the Boy
Scouts of America, a member of the Op-
timist Club of Westfield, and a volunteer
with CONTACT We Care.

He has been married for 33 years to
Westfield native Cathy Czarniak, a 1964
graduate of Westfield High School (WHS).
Mr. Owens and his wife, Cathy, have three
sons, Christopher, a 1998 WHS graduate,
who will earn a Bachelor of Arts Degree
from Purdue University this year, and Neil
and Jeremy, members of the Class of 2002
at WHS and the proprietors of Owens
Brothers Landscaping, Inc.

Mr. Owens is a public relations and
cross-cultural communications consult-
ant. He founded Compass Advisory Ser-
vices in 1994 after serving for eight years
as Vice President and Manager of Edito-
rial and Creative Services for a joint ven-
ture of the American public relations firm
Burson-Marsteller and the Japanese ad-
vertising agency, Dentsu. He was previ-
ously an executive with Japan Society in
New York and a public information officer
with the Consulate General of Japan in
Chicago.

He holds an Master of Arts Degree in
Japanese Language and Literature from
the University of Michigan in 1975 and a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in History from
Ohio Wesleyan University in 1969.

Incumbent Democrat Claire Lazarowitz
will be running against Republican Andy

Skivitsky in the third ward.
Councilwoman Lazarowitz is running

for her second term on council. She ran
unsuccessfully against Neil Sullivan in
1999, and was appointed to fill the va-
cancy left by John Walsh in early 2000 and
was reelected again in November.

Prior to serving on the council, Coun-
cilwoman Lazarowitz had been involved
as a Cub Scout leader and served on the
BRAKES (Bikers, Runners and Kids Are
Entitled to Safety) Committee.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz has chaired
the Solid Waste Committee, is currently
the chair of the Public Safety Committee
and is on the Board of Trustees for the
Westfield Neighborhood Council.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz is a fitness
instructor and personal exercise trainer.
She and her husband, Barry, have resided
in Westfield since 1989 and have a 16-
year-old son, Jake, who attends WHS.

Mr. Skibitsky graduated cum laude from
Rider College and has worked for
Schering-Plough for the last 14 years. He
serves as a volunteer on Westfield’s Hous-
ing Commission, represents Westfield on
the Union County Community Develop-
ment Revenue Sharing Committee, and
serves as a coach in Westfield’s Wrestling
League.

He has been married to his wife, Debbie,
for 15 years, and has one daughter, Hope,
and three sons, Drew, Shane and Troy, all
of whom attend Westfield schools.

Councilman Larry Goldman will run
against Christopher Panagos in the fourth
ward.

Incumbent Democrat Goldman was
first elected to the Town Council in 1996.
He held the position of Acting Mayor
1997-2000 and alternate Acting Mayor in
2002. Councilman Goldman is presently
the Chair of the Public Works Committee.
He is presently serving as the Town Coun-
cil representative to the Board of Trustees,
DWC. Councilman Goldman was the
Chairman of the Westfield Democratic
Committee, 1991-2000.

Councilman Goldman is Shareholder/
Director of Gibbons, Del Deo, Dolan,
Griffinger & Vecchione, a Newark-based
law firm and a member of the Corporate
Finance Department. He and his wife,
Cindy, have two children, Bethany, pres-
ently a WHS senior and Andrew, a seventh
grader.

Mr. Panagos will be opposing Council-
man Goldman. He graduated cum laude
from Tufts University in Medford, Mass.
In 2001, he received his Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Electrical Engineering and
Bio-Medical Engineering. He is a lifetime
resident of Westfield and a 1997 WHS
graduate. He was active on the WHS
swim team, where he won two state cham-
pionships.

Mr. Panagos is employed at Novartis
Pharmaceuticals and will be attending Seton
Hall Law in the fall as a Chancellor Scholar.
He has also been active at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

All the candidates will run unopposed
on the June 4 primary ballot, but will face
each other in the November 5 election.


