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Candidates Revealed
For SP, FW Councils

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Six candidates have been placed
on the November 5 ballot for three
seats in Scotch Plains, while the
Borough of Fanwood has four candi-
dates for the two council seats.

Republican candidates for this
year’s Township Council elections
include incumbents Frank Rossi and
Guy Celentano, and Nancy Malool.
Mr. Rossi, who is now serving as
Deputy Mayor, is finishing up his
third year on the Township Council,
while Mr. Celentano is completing
the remaining year of the unexpired
term of the late Tarquin Bromley.

Ms. Malool has served on the
Scotch Plains Planning Board, Eth-
ics Review Board and Cultural Arts
Committee. She also served for seven
years as chief legislative aide to the
late Assemblyman Alan Augustine.
She is married to Paul Malool, a
Captain in the Scotch Plains Volun-
teer Fire Department, and Emergency
Management coordinator for the
Township. Paul and Nancy have two
daughters, Amanda and Emily.

Ms. Malool is a graduate of
Farleigh Dickinson University with
a Masters Degree in Public Adminis-
tration and is now completing her
third year at Seton Hall Law School.

Three Scotch Plains Democrats
have also announced their intention
to seek the three Township Council
seats that will be contested in this
November’s election. The candidates
are incumbent Geri Samuel, as well
as newcomers Shelia Ellington and
George Gowen.

Ms. Samuel served as Scotch Plains
Mayor in 1999. She has served on a
number of committees and boards,
including the Municipal Alliance,
Senior Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee, Senior Citizens Housing Board,
Cultural Arts Committee, League of
Municipalities, Towne Centre Task
Force, Telecommunications and Tech-
nology Advisory Committees, Recre-
ation Commission, Environmental
Commission, Council Liaison to the
Scotch Plains Fire Department, Plan-
ning Board, and Master Plan Review
Committee. She is a member of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association and the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary.

Ms. Samuel is the Development
Chair of Prevention Links, a sub-
stance abuse prevention organization.
She serves on the Temple Board at her
Synagogue. She is the Vice-Chair of
the New Jersey Regional Board of the
Anti-Defamation League. In addition
to serving the community in these
capacities, she is a member of the
volunteer Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

She lives with her husband, Rich-
ard Samuel, and their two sons, Mat-
thew and Ryan.

Ms. Ellington is an attorney. In
addition to her undergraduate and law
degrees, she holds a Master’s Degree
in Public Administration. Early in her
career, she served as a judicial law
clerk. She was an Assistant Prosecu-
tor in the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office and continued her career as a
prosecutor as a deputy attorney gen-
eral in the New Jersey Division of

Criminal Justice, in the Corruption
and Governmental Integrity Bureau.

Ms. Ellington is currently a solo
practitioner and serves as a substitute
municipal prosecutor. She has been
involved in women’s issues and was a
member of the Planning Committee
for the Governor’s Conference on
Women’s Issues in 2001 and is cur-
rently a member of the New Jersey
Supreme Court Committee on Women
in the Courts. She has also conducted
a seminar on issues regarding domes-
tic violence at her church.

In addition to her professional pur-
suits, Ms. Ellington has performed
community service with One to One
Mentoring, lending assistance to el-
ementary school aged children. She
is active in her church and serves in
the counseling ministry program.

She lives with her husband, John
Whetstone, and their daughter Shelby.

Mr. Gowen has an extensive busi-
ness background in the area of infor-
mation technology at the senior level.
During his career, he has served as an
advertising account executive, di-
rector of advertising, corporate com-
munications officer, assistant vice-
president of information technology
and corporate communications, and
vice-president of management in-
formation services/information tech-
nology. His responsibilities have in-
cluded market research and analysis,
corporate communications projects,
introduction of emerging technolo-
gies, strategic planning, managing
budgets, selecting and overseeing
vendors, and directing project teams.
Mr. Gowen currently operates his
own Internet-based business,
ShootingStar Group, LLC.

He has been active in his church as
a Sunday school teacher and in work-
ing with pre-teen youth. Mr. Gowen
lives with his wife, Jane Gowen, and
their two sons, Zachary and Spencer.

In the Fanwood race, Republican
incumbent Stuart Kline, an attorney,
will seek his third term this year.
Republican Thomas Ryan is com-
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By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Remembering Fanwood Coun-
cilwoman Carol A. Wood this week,
friends and colleagues most often
described her as someone who gave
her all for the community she had
called home for more than 30 years.

Known as much for her volun-
teer spirit as for her success as a
realtor and a member of the gov-
erning body, Mrs. Wood, 57, died
last Sunday at her home. A Repub-
lican, she was elected to her inau-
gural term in November of 2000.

Mayor Louis Jung said Monday
that one of the things which most
impressed him about Mrs. Wood
was “how much she loved the com-
munity; she just loved being here.”

“We’re going to miss her big
time; she was a doer, she got things
done,” he continued, noting that
flags at Borough Hall and the
Fanwood Memorial Library would
be flown at half-mast this week in
tribute to Mrs. Wood. “We’ve lost
a good friend, someone everybody
liked,” he said.

“I think it’s a loss to the town and
to the community where she was
so very active,” echoed Republi-
can Municipal Chairman and
former Fanwood Mayor Theodore
“Ted” Trumpp, adding that Mrs.
Wood was “interested in trying to
improve quality of life for every-
one in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.”

Besides serving as an elected
official, Mrs. Wood put her talents
and energy to work in a variety of
business and civic venues over the
years. A licensed real estate agent,

she carved out a suc-
cessful career with
Century 21 Taylor &
Love in Westfield,
where she was Vice
President.

She was designated
Graduate Realtor In-
stitute and a Certified
Real Estate Special-
ist from the National
Association of Real-
tors.

A 23-year member
of the Century 21
Million Dollar Club,
she also earned the
New Jersey Associa-
tion of Realtors
(NJAR) Million Dol-
lar Award for 23 years
and was a three-time
recipient of the Cen-
tury 21 Centurion
Award, the firm’s
highest honor.

Mrs. Wood became
a member of the
Westfield Board of
Realtors in 1972,
served on all of its
committees and was
named a Director in
1987. She additionally served as
President from 1994 to 1995. Also
active on various NJAR committees
and task forces, she was a member of
its Board of Directors in 1994 and
1995.

Mrs. Wood was honored as Real-
tor of the Year by the Westfield Board
of Realtors in 1987 and again in 1993
and received the Community Ser-

Friends Recall Many Contributions
Of Councilwoman Carol A. Wood

vice Award in 1987.
Recalling how they were once

“friendly competitors” at separate
Mountainside real estate agencies,
Century 21 President Roger Love de-
scribed how Mrs. Wood eventually
came to work for him in 1976, after he
had opened his own office in Westfield.

“She was a friend for many, many
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Some of Biggest SP Budget Hikes
Come From Wages, LOSAP, Library

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

On Tuesday evening, after two
months of discussion and revision,
the Scotch Plains Township Council
formally introduced a 2002 munici-
pal budget that is 1.6 percent higher
than last year’s spending plan but
will necessitate a 5-point increase in
the property tax rate for local gov-
ernment purposes.

The $17.916 million budget pro-
posal is about $200,000 less than
what was originally put forth to the
council in February by Township
Manager Thomas Atkins. A series of
subsequent cuts reduced the initial
tax hike from eight points to five
points, one of which is earmarked to
fund the new Length of Service
Awards Program (LOSAP) for the
local fire department and rescue
squad.

As a result, the tax rate to fund the
township government will go from
$1.01 per $100 of assessed value to
$1.06. The average assessed home in
Scotch Plains is valued at $117,000.

If 2002-2003 Scotch Plains-

Fanwood school district’s budget is
approved by voters next week, the
tax rate to fund local education will
increase from $3.66 per $100 to
$3.97. If the Union County budget is
approved, the portion of the property
tax bill that funds county services
and activities will be higher, although
it’s still unclear as to how much.
Figures published in The Star-Led-
ger on Sunday were incorrect and
too high, according to Mr. Atkins.

Thus, if all three budgets are
passed, the property tax bill on the
average assessed home will increase
just under 8 percent, or about $527.
Slightly less than two-thirds of prop-
erty taxes will fund education, with
just under 18 percent earmarked for
the county government and slightly
more than 17 percent directed to the
township government.

The largest hikes in this year’s
municipal budget came from health
insurance and workers compensa-

tion coverage, which increased by
about $225,000; salaries and wages
for the Police Department, up
$205,000; the new LOSAP program,
which will cost about $71,000; and
the public library, whose budget will
increase by $99,000.

Mr. Atkins told the council that he
“has never seen a rougher year on the
revenue side.” He noted that the an-
ticipated surplus this year is $1.9
million, down $487,000 from last
year. Interest income last year to-
taled about $317,000, less than half
the 2000 level, and municipal court
revenue last year declined $40,000,
to $196,000.

The public hearing and vote on the
budget will be held on Tuesday, May
14.

In other business at its regular
meeting, the council passed a resolu-
tion urging the Governor and State
Legislature to financially support the
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Suzette Stalker for The Times
WINNING TICKET…In November of 2000, Re-
publicans Carol A. Wood and Council President
Joel Whitaker enjoyed their victory  after winning
two open seats on the Fanwood Borough Council.

     Bill Sheppard for The Times
GETTING THE STORY…Intern reporter of The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Jeremy Lipstein, far right, and his brother, Andrew, left, meet with Democratic
U.S. Senator Jon Corzine on Sunday at the Scotch Hills Country Club during the
Scotch Plains Democratic fundraiser. Jeremy and Andrew are the sons of Scotch
Plains Democratic Party Chairman Kenneth Lipstein. See story on Page 8.

Voting For School Taxes, BOE
Candidates to Occur April 16

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

Voters in the region, including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside, will be asked to
approve or reject record hikes in
school taxes this coming Tuesday,
April 16.

They will also be asked to elect a
largely unopposed slate of candi-
dates for their respective municipali-
ties’ boards of education. Polls will
be open from 2 to 9 p.m.

Turnout for voting has tradition-
ally been light, although this year,
voter participation may increase as
property taxes are projected to jump
significantly. It has been estimated

by this newspaper, supported by pub-
lished data, that the average home-
owner in the region may see his or
her property tax increase by about 10
percent this year.

The projected jump in property
taxes for this year will be due largely
to the size of the school tax increases
proposed, along with additional tax
increases intended by Union County
and the municipal governments.

School tax accounts for about 65
percent of the total property tax.
County and municipal taxes share
the remainder about equally.

Property taxes are also expected to
rise as a result of recent bonds ap-
proved by the public for expanding

school facilities. Increased state sub-
sidies are not available this year to
soften the impact on local property
owners.

The 2002-2003 proposed Westfield
public school budget is $65.4 mil-
lion. The 2002-2003 proposed Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school bud-
get is $55.2 million. The 2002-2003
proposed Mountainside public school
budget is $10.9 million.

Candidates for the boards of edu-
cation are running unopposed in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and in
Mountainside. Westfield has four
candidates vying for three seats.

In Westfield, Board President

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
COMING TO THE RESCUE…On April 5, at approximately 8:30 p.m., Scotch
Plains student Chris Zidonick, 17, crashed his red Chevy Cavalier into a tree on
Fenimore Drive in Scotch Plains. The car, which belonged to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School junior, landed on its side. Members of the Scotch Plains
Fire Department, Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, and the Overlook Hospital
Paramedic Unit were on the scene. Lieutenant Jeffrey Ellis and investigative
police officer Susan Butler took control at the scene.

FW Council Mourns Mrs. Wood;
Budget Will Debut Next Week

By KIMBERLY MERZ
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
started its regular meeting on Tuesday
night with “heavy hearts,” in the words
of Mayor Louis Jung, following the
sudden death last Sunday of Council-
woman Carol A. Wood at her home.

“Obviously, we were all
shocked…we lost a great friend,
strong Fanwood citizen, perfect vol-
unteer, and we’ll miss her greatly,”
Mayor Jung said, prior to calling the
meeting to order.

Borough Council President Joel
Whitaker, who shared a victorious
GOP ticket with Mrs. Wood in No-
vember of 2000, said the council-
woman “approached her meetings
with eagerness, with thoroughness
and with compassion.”

Mrs. Wood, a realtor who had also
been a member of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board, the Board of Adjustment
and the Board of Health over the
years, was serving her first term on
the governing body.

“As Chairperson for the Public
Works Committee, she was instru-
mental in (developing) the public
works budget...as a councilwoman,
she stood for fiscal prudence, but not
for miserliness. She often reminded
us that our employees are our most
valuable assets,” Mr. Whitaker re-
marked.

“Carol told me that she thought
representing the people of Fanwood
on this council was a high honor and
a great privilege,” he continued.
“Carol earned that right through years

of dedicated service to Fanwood and
Scotch Plains.

“I know, Mayor, that I speak for the
council, that she will be sorely missed,
and extend our sincere condolences
to her beloved Lew, and to her nieces
and to all the members of her family,”
Councilman Whitaker said.

Under other business that evening,
officials revealed that renovations to

Forest Road Park are now completed,
with almost two acres of sod grass
having been laid.

An ordinance was passed giving
the Borough Council the option to
give an examination for the positions
of Police Chief and Captain, when
individuals are being considered for
promotion.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

OWEN BRAND

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Bill Sheppard for The Times
SENATOR SUPPORT…Democratic U.S. Senator Jon Corzine, left, posed last Sunday with Democratic candidates for
Scotch Plains Council and Seventh Congressional District candidate Tim Carden, far right. Pictured, left to right, are:
Senator Corzine, council candidates Shelia Ellington, Geri Samuel, George Gowen and Mr. Carden.

Fresh Faces Vie for New
Terms on November Ballot

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- This November
brings a term change from two to three
years for all seats on the Westfield Town
Council, as well as the position of
Westfield Mayor. One seat from each of
the four wards is up for election this
November, as well as the mayoral race.

Republican Mayor Gregory
McDermott will face Democrat Tom
Fuccillo in the mayoral race this fall.

This is Mayor McDermott’s second
run for Mayor; he was elected in 2000.
Previous to that, he was elected as First
Ward Councilman in 1997 and was re-
elected in 1999. He is Vice President of
Drew & Rogers, Inc., a printing com-
pany based in West Caldwell.

Mayor McDermott holds a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Business Administra-
tion from Gettysburg College in Penn-
sylvania.

He has also directed and coached in
the Westfield Soccer Association and is a
parishioner at St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield. He and his wife,
Andrea, have four children, Bryan,
Maggie, Melissa and Patricia.

In 2001, Mr. Fuccillo ran for the sec-
ond ward seat, but was defeated by in-
cumbent Republican Matthew Albano.
Mr. Fuccillo has been a resident of
Westfield since 1998. He and his wife,
Kristin, have two sons, Thomas, 3, and
Michael, 10 months.

Mr. Fuccillo is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Rochester in Rochester, N.Y.
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Politi-
cal Science. He earned his law degree
from St. John’s University. He is an attor-
ney for an investment management firm
in New York, where he serves as associ-
ate general counsel.

While Carl Salisbury has decided not
to run for a third term in the first ward, he
stated that he has always felt that serving
on the council was a temporary volunteer
position. It is his personal philosophy to
step down and let others serve.

“I am looking forward to getting back
to my wife and daughter,” Mr. Salisbury
told The Westfield Leader.

Two newcomers are entering the race
in the first ward, Mark Kuehn and Sal
Caruana.

Mr. Kuehn lives in Westfield with his
wife, Margaret, and their two children,
Tim, 12, and Elizabeth, 8. He is a busi-
ness and corporate attorney with the
Westfield law firm of Lindabury,

McCormick & Estabrook.
He graduated from Ohio University

with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Math-
ematics in 1974, received a law degree in
1981 from the College of William &
Mary, and graduated from New York
University School of Law with a Masters
of Law in Taxation in 1982.

After several years, Mr. Kuehn left his
career in law for the business and finan-
cial worlds. During his 17 years in busi-
ness, he participated in owning, running
and consulting for smaller and mid-sized
businesses, including co-founding
Morristown-based General Messenger
Service, Inc.; buying, running and sell-
ing Morris County based Penny Press,
Inc., and running Americas First Capital
Corporation of New York City and Wayne
Kerr Electronics of Boston.

Mr. Kuehn re-entered private practice
in early 2001 to provide practical legal
and business advice to companies and
business owners. He is a member of the
New Jersey, Virginia and Florida State
Bar Associations, and is active with sev-
eral professional groups.

Mr. Kuehn is active with the Westfield
Y’s Men’s Club, the Westfield Rotary,
the Board of Directors of the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the American
Red Cross, and several area Chambers of
Commerce.

Sal Caruana is President and CEO of
Foster Capital Corporation, an invest-
ment management company he founded
in 1991. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa
and summa cum laude from Binghamton
University and went on to Cornell Law
School.

Mr. Caruana has been involved in lo-
cal civic organizations and charities in
Westfield. He is currently serving his
third year as a Director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) and is in
his sixth year as a volunteer coach for
youth softball, soccer and basketball
teams.

In 1999, he endowed the Caruana Fam-
ily Fund at the Westfield Foundation to
assist the medical care and special needs
of local children from families in dis-
tress, and served as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra from 1996 to 1998. Last
October, he joined the Westfield United
Fund September 11 Committee.

Mr. Caruana is married to his wife,
Darleen, and has two daughters; Patrina,
13, and Kristen Leigh, 11, who attend
Westfield schools.

Republican Rafael Bentancourt will
run against David Owens in the second
ward.

Incumbent candidate Rafael
Betancourt will be seeking his second
term for council. He is a partner in the law
firm of Pisano, Triarsi & Betancourt in
Cranford. He is a graduate of Tulane
University in New Orleans and received
his law degree from the University of
Puerto Rico.

Originally from San Juan, Puerto Rico,
Councilman Betancourt has resided in

Westfield for 17 years. He and his wife,
Epie, have two sons, Diego, 15, and
Andres, 12, who attend Westfield schools.
He was Chairman of the New Jersey
Supreme Court’s Union County District
Fee Arbitration Committee.

Councilman Betancourt served a com-
bined 10 years as Westfield Town Pros-
ecutor and Public Defender. He is a former
FBI agent and Assistant Union County
Prosecutor.

Mr. Owens has resided in Westfield
since 1979. While a volunteer for the
DWC, he helped formulate the strategy
and served as the spokesman for the Save
the Rialto Theater campaign that pre-
served the town’s movie theater.

He is currently a Trustee of the
Westfield Foundation, a member of the
Patriot District Advancement Commit-
tee of the Boy Scouts of America, a
member of the Optimist Club of Westfield,
and a volunteer with CONTACT We
Care.

He has been married for 33 years to
Westfield native Cathy Czarniak, a 1964
graduate of Westfield High School (WHS).
Mr. Owens and his wife, Cathy, have three
sons, Christopher, a 1998 WHS graduate,
who will earn a Bachelor of Arts Degree
from Purdue University this year, and Neil
and Jeremy, members of the Class of 2002
at WHS and the proprietors of Owens
Brothers Landscaping, Inc.

Mr. Owens is a public relations and
cross-cultural communications consultant.
He founded Compass Advisory Services
in 1994 after serving for eight years as Vice
President and Manager of Editorial and
Creative Services for a joint venture of the
American public relations firm Burson-
Marsteller and the Japanese advertising
agency, Dentsu. He was previously an
executive with Japan Society in New York
and a public information officer with the
Consulate General of Japan in Chicago.

He holds an Master of Arts Degree in
Japanese Language and Literature from
the University of Michigan in 1975 and a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in History from
Ohio Wesleyan University in 1969.

Incumbent Democrat Claire
Lazarowitz will be running against Re-
publican Andy Skivitsky in the third ward.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz is running
for her second term on council. She ran
unsuccessfully against Neil Sullivan in
1999, and was appointed to fill the va-
cancy left by John Walsh in early 2000
and was reelected again in November.

Prior to serving on the council, Coun-
cilwoman Lazarowitz had been involved
as a Cub Scout leader and served on the
BRAKES (Bikers, Runners and Kids
Are Entitled to Safety) Committee.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz has chaired
the Solid Waste Committee, is currently
the chair of the Public Safety Committee
and is on the Board of Trustees for the
Westfield Neighborhood Council.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz is a fitness
instructor and personal exercise trainer.
She and her husband, Barry, have resided
in Westfield since 1989 and have a 16-
year-old son, Jake, who attends WHS.

Mr. Skibitsky graduated cum laude from
Rider College and has worked for Schering-
Plough for the last 14 years. He serves as a
volunteer on Westfield’s Housing Com-
mission, represents Westfield on the Union
County Community Development Rev-
enue Sharing Committee, and serves as a
coach in Westfield’s Wrestling League.

He has been married to his wife, Debbie,
for 15 years, and has one daughter, Hope,
and three sons, Drew, Shane and Troy, all
of whom attend Westfield schools.

Councilman Larry Goldman will run
against Christopher Panagos in the fourth
ward.

Incumbent Democrat Goldman was
first elected to the Town Council in 1996.
He held the position of Acting Mayor
1997-2000 and alternate Acting Mayor
in 2002. Councilman Goldman is pres-
ently the Chair of the Public Works Com-
mittee. He is presently serving as the
Town Council representative to the Board
of Trustees, DWC. Councilman Goldman
was the Chairman of the Westfield Demo-
cratic Committee, 1991-2000.

Councilman Goldman is Shareholder/
Director of Gibbons, Del Deo, Dolan,
Griffinger & Vecchione, a Newark-based
law firm and a member of the Corporate
Finance Department. He and his wife,
Cindy, have two children, Bethany, pres-
ently a WHS senior and Andrew, a sev-
enth grader.

Mr. Panagos will be opposing Coun-
cilman Goldman. He graduated cum
laude from Tufts University in Medford,
Mass. In 2001, he received his Bachelor
of Science Degree in Electrical Engi-
neering and Bio-Medical Engineering.
He is a lifetime resident of Westfield and
a 1997 WHS graduate. He was active on
the WHS swim team, where he won two
state championships.

Mr. Panagos is employed at Novartis
Pharmaceuticals and will be attending
Seton Hall Law in the fall as a Chancellor
Scholar. He has also been active at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

All the candidates will run unopposed
on the June 4 primary ballot, but will face
each other in the November 5 election.

pleting his first term and will not seek
reelection. Andrew Calamaras, who is
currently on the Fanwood Planning
Board, will run from the Republican
ticket.

Democrats Tom Plante and Jack
Molenaar will be running for the two
seats. Mr. Molenaar is a professional
planner. He has served on the Fanwood
Downtown Revitalization Committee
and the Fanwood Community Assess-
ment Committee.

Mr. Plante and his wife, Patricia, have
a daughter Kerry. He has been a resident
of Fanwood since 1988. He is the Assis-
tant Public Information Officer for the
County of Union, as well as a member of
the Fanwood Cultural Arts Committee, a
parishioner at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Catholic Church and President
of the Fanwood Democratic Club.

*  *  *  *  *
Jennifer Pinto and Suzette F. Stalker

contributed to this article.
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Carol Wood
years,” Mr. Love said this week. “She
was very community-minded, always
putting service above self, whether it
was the YMCA, the Rotary Club or
Century 21.”

A member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club since 1993, Mrs.
Wood was honored last April as the
club’s Volunteer of the Year for her dedi-
cation to the organization and her pivotal
role in various Rotary projects. During
her tenure with the club, Mrs. Wood had
also been its President and received the
Paul Harris Fellow.

Mrs. Wood additionally was a mem-
ber for 22 years of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA Board of Directors, serv-
ing six years as its President. She was
Vice President of Fundraising at the time
of her death, as well as a member of the
Board of Trustees and the Endowment
Committee.

She also gave back to the community
over the years through her service on the
Fanwood Planning Board and the now-
defunct Fanwood Board of Adjustment,
and on the borough’s Board of Health,
Community Assessment and Strategic
Planning committees.

She was a member of the Fanwood
Republican Club and the Union County
200 Club.

Originally from California, Mrs. Wood
had lived in Alexandria, Va., before com-
ing to Fanwood in 1970. She was a
graduate of the University of Illinois.

Surviving are her husband, Lewis J.
Wood; her mother, Lois Lee Keller of
Florida; her brother, Harrison Keller, 3rd,
also of Florida, and her sister, Nancy
Maher of Greece.

A memorial service will be held at
noon tomorrow, April 12, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made to the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, 1340 Martine Av-
enue, Scotch Plains 07076.

REDI-Shared Services program and re-
lease $64,000 in previously approved
REDI grant funds to Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and the joint board of educa-
tion to be used as part of the shared
services efforts being undertaken by the
three entities.

The state government in recent years
has been urging more shared services as
a way of cutting costs, and Council-
woman Paulette Coronato said, “this is
where we secure the nuts and bolts that
keep property taxes low.”

On another matter, Mayor Martin
Marks announced that Union County
will conduct two special waste cleanup
efforts in the coming months that will
allow county residents to dispose of
household items not normally picked up
by trash haulers or by the township.

Items such as oil-based paint and var-
nishes, anti-freeze, aerosol cans, pesti-
cides, motor oil, gasoline and batteries
can be disposed of on Saturday, April 13,
at the Schering-Plough facility in
Kenilworth from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and at
the Lucent facility in New Providence on
Saturday, June 8, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Senator Corzine Tells SP Audience
About Afghanistan and Terrorism

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
United States Senator Jon Corzine at-
tended a fundraiser Sunday afternoon
at the Scotch Hills Country Club to
address the Scotch Plains Democratic
Committee, supporters, local candi-
dates and members of the public. The
event was informal and approximately
60 enthusiastic attendees conducted
casual conversations with the Senator.

The Senator recanted impressions
from his recent trip to Afghanistan and
Saudi Arabia. “We’re at a very unique
time in American history. We (Ameri-
cans) are being challenged more so
than any time in the past 20 years —
since the Vietnam War. It’s hard to get
your mind around the hatred that exists
in the region. Terrorism, fanaticism is
an enemy of all peoples. I came away
with a positive feeling for the future of
Afghanistan even though there was an
attempted coup of the Afghan Interim
government the Wednesday we were
there,” said the Senator.

Speaking on a variety of domestic
and world subjects in a relaxed conver-
sational tone, he said, “It is imperative
for us in America to stand behind our
ally, Israel.” Commenting on the Saudi
peace plan, “The Peace plan offered by
Saudi Arabia is not a detailed plan but
a proposal, a beginning. It is a ticket of
admission to the negotiating table.” On
drugs he said, “We must recognize the
interconnectivity of drug dealing and
terrorism.”

Mr. Corzine emphasized, “I take
great pride in being a Democrat. We
need to work in many areas like educa-
tion, lowering class size and rebuilding
school infrastructure.”

Looking at the local Democratic can-
didates, he commented, “I’ve been in
the minority and the majority in the
past 15 months and I know which is
better.”

Before concluding the public ses-
sion, the Senator took a few questions
from the audience. One questioner
asked, “Where are the voices of mod-
eration in the Mideast?” To which he
responded, “As I said earlier, the Saudi

proposal is a positive ingredient to
peace. It is a real ticket to the table of
negotiations.” Senator Corzine praised
President Bush’s handling of the events
of September 11. “President Bush did
a good job,” he said.

Referring to himself as a “rookie
politician,” he offered a suggestion to
his fellow Democrats — “The political
right have incredible think tanks that
disseminate their conservatism. We
need to do the same. We (the Demo-
cratic Party) need to get the word out
utilizing common vehicles.”

Senator Corzine told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and  The
Westfield Leader at the private gather-
ing that followed, “I had the opportu-
nity to visit with our troops in Bagram,
Afghanistan just north of Kabul.
America should be proud of these young
men and women. I was approached and
had personal conversations with many
who were from New Jersey. It was a
privilege to have met them.”

The Leader/The Times asked, “You
are to appear on television tonight, is
there anything you’ll say there you
haven’t told the audience here this af-
ternoon.”

“No, that’s a different forum where
you’re confined to responding to their
questions.”

Which do you prefer, he was asked.
“Scotch Plains,” he replied.

The Scotch Plains Democratic Com-
mittee Chairman Kenneth Lipstein in-
vited United States Senator Jon Corzine
to Scotch Plains and the junior Senator
accepted the invitation despite his busy
schedule. Mr. Lipstein told The Leader/
The Times that it was a big event for
Scotch Plains to have the Senator at-
tend — and it is particularly meaning-
ful in that he has local ties and under-
standing because he is from Summit.

Senator Corzine spent the morning
at two Town Hall meetings and after
the Scotch Plains event he was sched-
uled to appear that evening on televi-
sion with his counterpart and traveling

partner Democratic United States Sena-
tor Robert Torricelli.

Senators Corzine and Torricelli just
returned from a trip abroad that in-
cluded Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan.
They visited American military forces
based at Bagram, Afghanistan and held
discussions with Hamid Karzai, the
country’s interim government chair-
man.

At a press conference at the Ameri-
can Embassy in Kabul, Senator Corzine
said the two Senators, “came to under-
stand the terms of rebuilding this na-
tion, the kind of resources that would
be necessary, the kind of time frame
that may need to be considered.”

According to a report from Radio
Free Europe, Corzine was quoted as
saying, “I think we can go home with
an agenda of issues on trade, issues on
education and military training that
can be useful in the discussions that
we’ll have among our colleagues in the
Senate. And we come away with a
sense of great pride in what America
has done — but also the great sense of
responsibility that the mission isn’t
complete, that winning the war isn’t
winning a peace. We have much to do
on that score.”
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According to Police Commissioner
Thomas Ryan, the ordinance also re-
quires the minimum service of one
year for lieutenants to be promoted to
a superior position, and to attend an
established Command Staff School.

“It requires testing, evaluation,
papers. It (Command Staff course) is
very intense. Not everyone who goes
through the course passes. It teaches
people how to command,” Council-
man Ryan explained.

“Both of our candidates, up for
Chief and for Captain, have com-
pleted this already. The first ever to
do this,” Mr. Ryan continued.

An ordinance was passed on first
reading restricting parking on a por-
tion of the south side of Tillotson
Road, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“This will alleviate some of the
concerns (in that area),” Mayor Jung
said.

Patrick Bellone, who is retiring as
a Foreman in the Fanwood Public
Works Department, was honored for
his 45 years of service.

As one example of his dedication,
Mayor Jung recalled how Mr. Bellone
would sleep in one of the jail cells at
the old Borough Hall building on
Watson Road during heavy snow-
storms, “so that he was immediately
available in a crisis.”

Mr. Bellone likewise praised the
community of which he has so long
been a part. “I lived in Fanwood, I
worked in Fanwood, I shopped in
Fanwood, and, once in a great while,
we left Fanwood. It’s a great place to
live…it’s a great community…if you
can’t work for them (Fanwood), live
with them,” he commented.

The governing body is expected to
introduce its 2002 municipal budget
at a special meeting on Wednesday,
April 17, at 7 p.m. at Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall.
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Arlene Gardner is seeking her third term.
The other contenders for the three seats
are newcomers George Kattak, William
Ziff and Alice Hunnicutt.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, newcomer
Susan Dyckman is running unopposed
for the Fanwood seat. For the two Scotch
Plains vacancies, incumbent Edward
Saradaki, running for his third term, and
newcomer Trip Whitehouse are unop-
posed.

In Mountainside, incumbents Peter
Goggi and John Standish Perrin, both
seeking second terms, are also unop-
posed.

The voting locations for Westfield are
shown on the Ward Map on page 16 of
this edition.

The voting locations in Fanwood are
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Av-
enue, for District Nos. 1 and 2; Children’s
Specialized Hospital, 330 South Avenue,
for District No. 3; Terrill Road Bible
Chapel, 535 Terrill Road, for District
Nos. 4 and 5, and the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library, North Avenue and Tillotson
Road, for District Nos. 6 and 7.

The voting locations in Scotch Plains
are Park Middle School, 580 Park Av-
enue, District Nos. 1, 2 and 3; Scotch
Plains Public Library, 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, District Nos. 4 and 5; Evergreen
Elementary School, 2280 Evergreen
Avenue, District Nos. 6, 7 and 8; Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, Westfield
Road, District No. 10; St. John’s Baptist
Church, 2387 Morse Avenue, District
No. 11; McGinn Elementary School,
Roosevelt Avenue, District Nos. 12 and
13; Union Catholic High School, Martine
Avenue, District Nos. 14 and 15; Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools,
1776 Raritan Road, District Nos. 16 and
21; Terrill Middle School, 1301 Terrill
Road, District Nos. 17 and 18, and Coles
Elementary School, 16 Kevin Road, Dis-
trict Nos. 19 and 20.

The voting locations in Mountainside
are the Municipal Building, 1385 Route
22, District Nos. 1 and 6; Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church, 300
Central Avenue, District Nos. 2, 7, 8 and
9, and the Community Presbyterian
Church, Deer Path and Meeting House
Lane, District Nos. 3, 4 and 5.

Mirabelli and Turner to Run
Uncontested in Mountainside

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE -- Mountainside
Borough Council incumbent candi-
dates Paul Mirabelli and Keith Turner
will run uncontested for reelection.

Mr. Turner is seeking his fourth
term on the council, and has been a
resident of Mountainside since 1958.
He has served as Council President,
and on the Recreation Commission,
Fire Commissioner and Planning
Board Liaison.

Mr. Mirabelli has been a borough
resident since 1990. This will be his
third run for council. He has served on

the Fire and Police Department Com-
missions, and has been Liaison to the
Planning Board, Rescue Squad and
Tax Assessor’s office.

Democratic Committee Chairman
Michael Krasner told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood the com-
mittee felt they could do its best
work in the borough by going to
council meetings and bringing is-
sues to light. “We can do our best
work by being watchdogs,” Mr.
Krasner said.

In the history of the borough of
Mountainside no democrat has held a
seat on the council.


