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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Cantors Ensemble
To Perform Sunday
At Area Synagogue
CLARK – Temple Beth O’r/Beth

Torah will host the New Jersey Can-
tors Concert Ensemble in a perfor-
mance of Hebrew and Yiddish music
dedicated to peace and in celebra-
tion of Yom Ha’atzma’ut, Israel In-
dependence Day.

The program, which will also fea-
ture special performances by the
temple’s Adult and Children’s Choirs,
will take place this Sunday, April 14,
beginning at 7 p.m. at the syna-
gogue, located at 111 Valley Road in
Clark.

Tickets are $18 per person (free
for children under age 10) and may
be purchased by calling the temple
office at (732) 381-8403. Event spon-
sor tickets are also available for $136,
which includes two tickets to the
concert and dinner prior to the pro-
gram.

Workshop to Explore
Relationship Between

Spirituality and Health
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Health

and Wellness Ministry of Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church
in Mountainside will host a work-
shop on Saturday, April 20, from 9 to
11 a.m., focusing on the relationship
between spirituality and wellness.

The session is designed for men
and women interested in strengthen-
ing their spiritual life and under-
standing the power of spirituality in
physical and emotional well-being.

Aine B. Lynch, a registered nurse
who has been published and recog-
nized for her work in this field of
nursing, will be the facilitator. The
church is located at 300 Central Av-
enue. Interested individuals may re-
spond by calling (908) 232-1162.

Redeemer Lutheran Slates
Adult Bereavement Group

WESTFIELD – The Redeemer
Lutheran Church and School in
Westfield will host an adult bereave-
ment support group in Luther Hall
on consecutive Thursday nights, April
25 to June 13.

Each session will run from 7:30 to
9 p.m. and refreshments will be of-
fered. Donna Dandrilli, a bereave-
ment counselor sponsored by
Lutheran Disaster Response of New

Jersey, a ministry of Lutheran School
Ministries of New Jersey, will be the
facilitator.

The group will assist adults in
coping with the loss of loved ones,
and the general public is invited to
attend.

To register for the bereavement
group, please call the church office
at (908) 232-1517. There is no charge
for participants. Redeemer is located
at the corners of Clark Street and
Cowperthwaite Place.

Holland’s Keukenhof Offers
Acres of Magnificent Flowers

By JODY MELLOAN

Robert Furstner is a retired banker
whose Westfield garden is filled from
spring through fall with colorful tu-
lips and other bulbs. Talking with
him the other day reminded me of
the first spring my husband and I
lived in Belgium. A friend there said,
“If you like gardens, you must go see
Keukenhof.”

So one sunny April morning we set
out on the rambling drive, past ca-
nals and dikes and windmills, to the
sandy shore of the North Sea in Hol-
land.

There, stretching out beyond the
entrance gates to Keukenhof, were
acres and acres of tulips, daffodils,
hyacinths and narcissus, in every
color of the rainbow, planted in grace-
ful drifts amid trees, along winding
brooks and around ponds. That morn-
ing, my husband shot an entire 36-

shot roll of film in 20 minutes. An
experienced photographer, he cap-
tured some stunning photos.

History records that the usually
sensible Dutch became so enamored
of tulips, when they were first im-
ported from Turkey in the 17th cen-
tury, that wild bidding drove up prices
of the exotic bulbs to incredible
heights.

The tulip mania soon subsided,
and fortunes were lost, but today
canny Dutch bulb growers promote
their business with these lovely gar-
dens at Keukenhof, drawing millions
of visitors every year during the eight
weeks the garden is open. (It is open
this year from March 21 to May 20.)

When Keukenhof opened for the
first time in 1949, Robert Furstner
was still a Dutch teenager whose first
experience with tulip bulbs was un-
pleasant. Like many of his fellow
countrymen, he was nearly starving
at the end of World War II and tried
eating a tulip bulb. “It tasted ter-
rible,” he recalled.

After service in the Dutch Royal
Air Force, Mr. Furstner began work-
ing for the Holland-American ship-
ping company and in a few years was
transferred to its New York office.

Although he had little previous in-
terest in gardens, the hobby crept up
on him in 1967, when he and his wife,
Mae, moved to Westfield and his
employer gave him a bag of tulips.

Over the years, Mr. Furstner has
added other bulbs and tubers to the
many beds that meander around his
lawn. He has won flower show prizes
for the freckled fritillaria he grows. It
is an old fashioned flower often seen
in 17th-century Flemish paintings.

“As a child, I saw them growing
along the dikes in Holland,” he said.

He leaves tulip bulbs in the ground,
but digs up his tuberous begonias in
the fall, keeping them in bags of
slightly moist soil indoors. For fall
color, he grows dahlias from tubers,
which he also digs and stores in-
doors.

*  *  *  *  *
Jody Melloan is a member of the

Garden Club of Westfield.

Overdue Book Fines
To Be Waived Monday
WESTFIELD – Individuals who

have overdue books at home from
the Westfield Memorial Library may
return them on Monday, April 15,
and all overdue fines for those books
will be waived.

The library will kick off its week-
long celebration of National Library
Week with this special, one-day only,
“fine-free” event.

Presbyterian Church
Sets Labyrinth Walks

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of Labyrinth Walks, all of
which will be held in Bates Hall at
the church, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue.

Walks will be held on Sundays,
April 14, May 5, June 2, July 7 and
August 4, from 1 to 4 p.m.

An ancient spiritual practice of
prayer and meditation, the Laby-
rinth Walk symbolizes the Christian
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The 11
ringed pattern, painted on canvas, is
modeled after the 13th-century laby-
rinth at Chartres Cathedral.

Members of the community and
surrounding towns are invited to par-
ticipate.

PROUD EAGLES…These Boy Scouts from Troop No. 79 of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield were recently inducted as Eagle Scouts during a
Court of Honor ceremony. Pictured, left to right, are: Top row, Bryan Cordes
and Michael Federici, and, bottom row, Keith McCloskey and Justin Tullo.

Four Westfield Students
Earn Rank of Eagle Scout

WESTFIELD — Boy Scout Troop
No. 79 of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield conducted a
Court of Honor ceremony February
22, in which four young men were
inducted as Eagle Scouts.

They included Bryan Cordes,
Michael Federici, Keith McCloskey
and Justin Tullo, all students at
Westfield High School.

Eagle Scout is the highest rank
offered by the Boy Scouts. Among
the requirements for this honor are
completion of a special project.

Bryan, a senior honor student at
Westfield High School, will attend
Miami University in Ohio in the fall.
For his Eagle project, Bryan led five
scouts in making needed signage,
electrical and lighting improvements
to the historic Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield.

In addition, Bryan obtained a new
American flag that had flown over
the United States Capitol in Septem-
ber of 2001 for the museum.

Michael, a junior, is an active vol-
unteer. For his project,He led a team
of scouts and non-scouts in collect-
ing computers and printers, as well
as refurbishing and upgrading the
equipment.

They were then delivered to two
local charities for use in an after
school program and to help train
homeless and underemployed indi-
viduals in computer skills.

Keith, also a junior, is a member of
the varsity swim team. He led a
group of scouts in refurbishing an
old tennis court in the Deserted Vil-
lage in the Watchung Reservation for
his Eagle project.

Justin, a freshman honor student,
has been an active scout since he was
a Tiger Cub at Jefferson Elementary
School. The new Eagle’s project was
to clean storm drains and to stencil a
fish and the words, “NO DUMPING,

DRAINS TO WATERWAY,” in sev-
eral Westfield neighborhoods.

He also organized volunteers to
pass out flyers in those areas, in-
forming residents of the dangers of
dumping garbage and hazardous
wastes, as this material will drain to
a stream, river or ocean and upset the
ecosystem.

Program to Explore
Science and Religion

WESTFIELD — The public is in-
vited to participate in a discussion of
“Is the Scientific Worldview Spiri-
tual Nurturing?” on Thursday, April
18, at 7:30 p.m. in the Coe Fellow-
ship Room of the First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street.

The Reverend John A. Mills, Di-
rector of Wisdom’s Light, a ministry
of public dialogues on religion and
science, will facilitate the discus-
sion.

The session will look at various
spiritual notions that are arising in
the post-classical science, based on
emergence, quantum mechanics and
other developing science.

The discussion will explore how
science offers an opportunity to not
only address the physical world, but
the spiritual world also.

Another session, on Thursday, May
16, also at 7:30 p.m. at the church, will
look at the concept of how religion,
spirituality and science can mutually
enhance faith. More information on
this ministry can be found at http://
wislit.home.att.net.
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Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks  & Vans

* Some restrictions apply.

We’re pretty independent now…
And we’d like to keep it 

that way.

Introducing Whispering Knoll Assisted Living, a 
distinctive community that accommodates your 

current lifestyle and evolves with your changing needs.   

With studios and 1- and 2-bedroom suites to please all
tastes, we have created an atmosphere of elegance and
sophistication within the framework of independence, 
security, and privacy. Our extensive list of amenities
includes gourmet dining, housekeeping, wellness visits,
transportation, lounges, and much more.

Located in central New Jersey, Whispering Knoll is an
affiliate of Solaris Health Systems and neighbors JFK
Medical Center—supplying residents with access to
the entire continuum of care. We also maintain 
dedicated suites for our Alzheimer’s community—
meeting those special needs, 24 hours a day. 

Make sure you continue to enjoy your worry-free
lifestyle; plan for tomorrow today…and count on
Whispering Knoll to help you do just that. Call us to
learn more and arrange for a complete tour.

www.whisperingknoll.org

ASSISTED LIVING

Care for now. Care for always.
62 James Street, Edison, New Jersey 08820

(732) 744-5541

She’s had a successful 50-year marriage, raised three children and helped
run the family business.  Now, she wants to remain in the comfort of her
own home.  Patient Care can help.  Since 1975, our compassionate staff
has provided the in-home support services the elderly need to live as fully
and independently as possible.

For more information and a free nursing assessment, call 908-654-5656.

Hourly and Live-In Certified Home Health Aides • Companions • Nurse Visits
24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week • www.patientcare.com • 120 Elm Street, Westfield

ACCREDITED BY JCAHO

Rev. Beglin to Present
Talk on ‘Power Prayer’

WESTFIELD – The Reverend
Helen Beglin will discuss “Power
Prayer: Yes or No” at a discussion on
Thursday, April 18, at 9:30 a.m. in
the Christian Lounge of The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield.

A graduate of Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary and a former member of
the seminary’s Board of Trustees and
its Alumni Council, Reverend Beglin
has served as Associate Pastor and
Director of Christian Education at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
She has also been active in similar
capacities with churches in Basking
Ridge, Rahway and Elizabeth.

The public is invited to attend the
event, sponsored by Presbyterian
Women. Babysitting is available by
reservation by calling Nancy Werber
at (908) 232-9238.


