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Letters to the Editor
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Onychophagy – The habit of biting

the fingernails
2. Xerostoma – Dryness of the mouth

from lack of normal secretion
3. Crinigerous – Hairy; covered with

hair
4. Retrousse – Turned up at the tip like

a pug nose

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SEPTENTRION
1. One who has severed relationships

with society; a hermit
2. A person who has reached his or her

seventieth birthday
3. A seventh part
4. The northern regions

STRATH
1. A wide river valley
2. A scratching sound
3. A deep gash or cut
4. Horror; terror

ESCOPET
1. A writing table; a desk
2. A short rifle
3. A monastery and palace of central

Spain
4. A short responsive prayer in church

worship
ZARF

1. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-
ing hot coffee cups

2. A type of dagger
3. A hot, dry Saharan wind
4. An evergreen shrug or tree

Westfield School Budget Deserves
‘Yes’ Vote, Says Leader Reader

School Parking Issue Should Take
Back Seat to ‘Real’ Education

I have just finished reading about the
Parking Problem in Westfield and that it
will extend to Westfield High School. I
am concerned with all parking in
Westfield but when I read the comments
attributed to the Board of Education
President President Arlene Gardner,
(there will be a survey of the juniors and
seniors of the high school to find out why
they need a car and what they would be
willing to do to get more student park-
ing) I could not believe it.

Driving a car should not be a consid-
eration when getting to school. In a town
where the traffic problem is already a
major concern, driving to the high school
and parking should be put on the back
burner. I have long held to the viewpoint
that children should not be driving to
school. Driving their own cars is some-
thing that I disapprove of. When did

driving your own car to school become a
right and not a privilege?

Why not do a survey and ask the
juniors and seniors if they really want to
go to school? Just give them the keys to
their own SUV and send them on their
way as soon as they get a drivers license.

I think the adults in our community
are loosing sight of what is really impor-
tant in education. The education of the
children should come first, not their
ability to drive and park their own car.
More parking will not help them get a
job or become more informed adults
able to deal with life. If Ms Gardner is an
example of the thinking of the Board of
Education in Westfield we are in very
real trouble.

Audrey Palmatier
Clark

Past Experiences Can be Lessons
As We Face Latest Fuel Challenges

Voting Against Westfield BOE Budget
Could Benefit Students in District

Suggestions to Make the School
Budget Easier to Understand

It seems that the public, including
Westfield Board of Education members,
wants an easier to understand school
budget, judging from comments at the
March 19 school board meeting.

At that meeting, a Board of Education
member asked for the public to com-
ment earlier as well. Seemingly, the
only way to get information early enough
to comment now is to have someone
inside the system find it out for you.

The board needs to give residents
adequate access to information earlier in
the process. The current information, as
provided (on the Internet and otherwise),
does not lend itself to effective public
comment and review.

I’d suggest providing the following
information at the beginning of the bud-
get process, before any public discus-
sion meetings are scheduled:

A simpler, more functional break-
down of the budget, with categories that
are easier to understand, not just ones
that seem to be mandated by the state; a
comparison of the increase in costs in
each category, both before any changes

are made in programs, and after, from
year to year; explanations for the changes
in cost for each category, and, where
appropriate, what was done to reduce the
cost; functional job descriptions for the
staff, so there is no doubt about the work
that they do; a list of the proposed changes
to the programs supported by the budget,
including detail and justifications where
needed.

Make this information available via
the Internet, in addition to library and
board headquarters. I’ll be happy to vol-
unteer my time to implement any of my
suggestions above. I fully support the
budget as proposed, even though not
everything I lobbied for was included. I
hope the public takes the time to sort
through the budget in detail as I have, as
the money goes to fund a gem of a school
district.

It would be unfair to vote down the
budget if the only thing one looks at is
just the amount of the tax increase.

Gary McCready
Westfield

SP-F BOE Superintendent Of Schools
Urges Everyone to Vote on April 16

The annual school election is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 16. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
after scrutinizing every area of district
spending, has completed the difficult
task of building the 2002-2003 school
budget that will be put before the voters.

While our primary focus is always the
instructional needs of our students, se-
vere constraints on outside revenues and
the concerns of local taxpayers were
also considered. Over $1.6 million dol-
lars was cut from spending proposals
during the deliberation process, includ-
ing current staff positions and some ex-
isting programs, to bring the budget be-
low state limits. The budget that is being
proposed will allow us to maintain ap-
propriate class sizes and add programs
that are required by the state or are
necessary to meet student needs. The
budget will also allow us to continue our
efforts in staff development, program
evaluation, and curriculum improve-
ment. The current instructional staff will
be maintained next year and new staff
will be added because of the move of the
fifth grades into the middle schools and
because enrollments are expected to con-
tinue increasing at the middle and high
school levels.

The proposed spending plan allows
the district to meet its instructional goals
in all the core content areas and also
provides for the purchase of needed texts
and materials. The elementary world

language program will be expanded,
Advanced Placement materials will be
purchased, and continuing technology
needs will be addressed. Multi-year plans
for the replacement and repair of music
and athletic equipment will continue.
Special education costs, which are diffi-
cult to predict from year to year, will
continue to increase and major cost in-
creases for employee health benefits are
anticipated.

On the revenue side, the state has
frozen education aid at current levels, in
effect reducing anticipated revenues by
about $600,000. While we continue to
seek grant funds from a variety of sources,
such funds are extremely limited for
districts such as ours. We are continuing
our efforts to rebuild a fiscally respon-
sible free balance of about three percent
of the general operating budget, so no
free balance has been applied to the
proposed budget. In particular, the Board
of Education has been ever mindful that
local taxes for debt service will increase
in the coming year as the full effect of
recently approved bond referenda is re-
alized. In my experience, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood are communities of
hardworking people who are dedicated
to providing a solid educational founda-
tion for their children in a climate of
high expectations and support.

The 4,800 children in our local public
schools continue to make us proud by
their accomplishments that continually
distinguish them and our communities
in the surrounding area, the state, and
even the nation. No one should underes-
timate the importance of every vote in
the school election on April 16. Voting,
not flag waving, is what sets us apart as
a democratic nation. To help residents
cast informed votes, budget information
is available via SP-F TV-34 and on the
district’s web site, www.spfk12.org.

The district newsletter, Perspective,
should have arrived in local homes al-
ready. Specific voter questions can be
answered via the budget hotline at (908)
889-9665. I urge all eligible Scotch Plains
and Fanwood residents to vote on April
16

Carol B. Choye
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superin-

tendent of Schools

School Budget Prompts Concept
Of Moratorium on Tax Increases

The logic of the necessary action is
quite clear. Has the Board of Education
made a serious effort to reduce adminis-
trative and facilities costs? There are two
facilities in Westfield with no students.

The smart and sensible action to take
is to reduce these by a factor of at least
one. 302 Elm Street (lot 18) is the more
marketable, and Superintendent Will-
iam J. Foley has said that the administra-
tive offices “would fit quite nicely” in
the Lincoln School building.

Solutions for the Board of Education
vehicles were found elsewhere.

Since February 1997, when the Board
of Education voted to spend several mil-
lion dollars to renovate 302 Elm Street,
a building with no students, at a time
when students were in trailers, portable
classrooms, antiquated labs and dingy
facilities, an effort has been made to
reduce non-classroom facility costs and
generate revenue by consolidating ad-
ministrative facilities. Other school dis-
tricts do this.

The administration has vowed that
new board members have been apprised
of this lengthy, researched effort. The

support of some board members is grate-
fully acknowledged.

The administration has stated there
are no funds for capital improvements
for 302 Elm Street in the 2002-2003
budget. However, facility costs have in-
creased almost 10 percent in the pro-
posed budget, at a time when programs
are reduced or eliminated.

Supporting two white elephants while
cutting opportunities for students is pa-
tently unfair. New leadership on the
board is needed.

A “No” vote on the budget could be a
service to the underserved students in
our district.

Since a rejected budget goes before the
Town Council for review, it would be an
opportunity to put the educational needs
of Westfield’s young people before a
governing body more willing to listen.

The Board of Education should be
about education, not real estate manage-
ment. These aging buildings are a fiscal
time bomb.

Joanne Hone
Westfield

I am writing to support the Westfield
School Budget for the school year 2002-
2003. It has been a tough year for all of
us, and is no easy task to budget for a
school district that prides itself on the
programs it offers for its children. Un-
fortunately providing for this type of
program is costly.

As an educational consultant I spend
much time in many different school dis-
tricts around the state. I often walk out of
some schools and realize how lucky we
are to have the technology we have, the
programs we have and support and com-
mitment of a Board of Education and
Community to finance these programs.
One reason I moved to Westfield was
because of the reputation of the school
district. I want that reputation to con-

tinue.
I know the tax increases proposed in

the budget are hard to swallow, but it
scares me to think of the great programs
and resources that would be cut if the
budget does not pass. As it was put to
me, the average cost increase would be
comparable to a cable bill, definitely
less than a cell phone bill. Would we be
more willing to give up a good education
for our children but not give up cable and
a cell phone!

I ask the community to think
carefully…times are tough for all of us
but I choose to invest my money in our
children’s future by preparing them to-
day!

Joann Spera
Westfield Resident

The insatiable desire for more money
by the bloated school system will not
result in a better education for your
children or your grandchildren. It will,
however, result in substantially higher
taxes and most probably force more
seniors to get out of the town that they
built!

The bureaucrats want an 8.5 percent
increase on top of last year’s whopper
plus. My social security only went up 2.6

percent. Let’s have a two-year morato-
rium on tax increases, force the politi-
cians to show us where and how they
have saved us money before asking for
more.

They could start by consolidating the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains police de-
partments.

Vote no to the school tax increase.

Raoul J. Larrinaga
Fanwood

Reader Is Amused by Recent Goofs
In Spelling in Leader’s Headlines

When a newspaper precedes individual
letters to the editor with summary cap-
tions, its principal challenge is to blend
accuracy with brevity. Most of the time,
this works well. As last week’s The
Westfield Leader demonstrated, occa-
sionally, it doesn’t. The results can some-
times be amusing.

For example, although Superinten-
dent William J. Foley of the Westfield
Public Schools may conceivably have
“sited” the geographical location of some
future school construction project, I
strongly suspect that the intent of his
letter was to cite various academic
achievements, as evidence to build sup-
port for enactment of the proposed school
budget.

Another letter, signed by 12 members
of Westfield’s clergy, called for sports
programs in Westfield to avoid schedul-
ing activities “at times” on Sundays that
would conflict with religious program-
ming.

It clearly did not, as the caption stated,
urge these programs to avoid scheduling
events throughout the entire day on Sun-
days. It only directed its criticism to-
ward “Sunday morning sports events”
and “those scheduled early afternoon
out of town.” (I would note that the
letter’s failure to request equal respect
for Saturday, which is celebrated as the
Sabbath by a large segment of Westfield’s
populace, significantly detracted from

the letter’s impact and persuasive value.)
My favorite caption had a former

Westfield resident assert that Victoria’s
Secret should be “sensored” for its win-
dow displays. Since a “sensor” is a de-
vice that detects and responds to a stimu-
lus (and, in any event, is a noun, rather
than a verb), this was a Freudian slip of
epic proportions.

One may censure a merchant for its
perceived shortcomings, but in Victoria’s
Secret’s case, the word “sensored” is
neither semantically nor aesthetically
applicable. (And, since I have the floor,
hasn’t it occurred to Victoria’s critics
that castigating a lingerie store for dis-
playing lingerie is downright idiotic?
After all, despite the demonic sight of
Victoria’s unmentionables, the fabric of
our moral ethic has not been ripped
asunder; virgins have not been despoiled
and the women of Westfield remain
secure in our streets).

For the record, I didn’t write this letter
to be critical of The Leader. Actually,
the rare departure from the strict jour-
nalistic standards that usually character-
ize it serves to remind us of its great
value to our community. In its news
coverage, editorial policies and, above
all, the sterling quality of its readers’
letters, The Leader stands in the fore-
front of local and regional newspapers.

Robert J. Ratner
Westfield

Did winter pass us by this year? It sure seems that
way. Heating oil prices were reasonable, because we
didn’t need much of it. Gasoline prices fell, too. That
is the powerful effect of supply and demand in a free
economy. But this aroused OPEC to assert its strangle-
hold of what is really an oligopoly  if not a monopoly.

They scuttled all delusions we may have had of a
free economy when they acted at the beginning of the
year to curtail oil production. Recently, their ploy
started to take effect, and gasoline prices are rising
rapidly. Their actions are nothing new, but we’re fed
up with it.

Additional energy difficulties are on the horizon
for the United States, as the Middle East wars light
up. Saddam Hussein now threatens to suspend oil
sales to the West. He doesn’t care that his own people
may starve, as his stoppage of oil production would
suspend the “Food for Oil” program in effect for Iraq.

Comments from the past: “Undoubtedly, the chaos
and death in the Middle East are dreadful. It seems far
away, but the ramifications on our oil supply are
already felt here in the price. Matters could get worse
 unfortunately, we knew about the potential problem
long ago but did nothing. The United States has a
problem even without taking into account the current
upheaval in Palestine.

Perhaps the Emergency Management Council of
Union County should take the lead on this issue.
Meanwhile, we feel citizens should start to con-
serve and cut back on gasoline and electric con-
sumption. Ultimately, this is the citizens’ greatest
weapon of defense.” The Westfield Leader, Edito-

rial, January 10, 2001.
Other comments from the past: “This is one of the

lessons learned and forgotten from the 1973 oil em-
bargo and from the prolonged energy crisis during that
decade…We think that government should act now to
inform residents in Union County about how to
prepare and cope should an energy emergency occur.

Here’s how a friend from England and frequent
visitor to Westfield views their analogous situation
and ours. ‘I was meaning to put pen to paper a few
weeks ago when we had our great petrol (gas) crisis.
The country just about ground to a halt. Food was
about to be rationed, folk could not get to work, the
military was put on standby to safeguard essential
supplies.

“‘The fuel protest began over the very high price of
petrol. As you know, we are paying nearly $6 a
gallon. The UK has the highest fuel prices in Europe.
If nothing else, the uproar over the high gas prices
brought the feelings of the people to the government’s
notice. The price of fuel is now an election issue; it’s
something we should have done years ago.

“‘The short answer to the great fuel crisis is of
course ‘to walk.’ Walking might be the answer to
Westfield’s traffic problems. You have a smashing
town, but you also have a lot of motor cars in and
around your lovely little town.’” The Westfield Leader,
Editorial, July 20, 2000.

Will we ever learn? Can we teach our young adults to
walk to high school rather than driving? Can we teach
our government leaders and bureaucrats to do more
with less? And what will we teach ourselves to do?

Westfield Schools’ PTO Presidents
Endorse Proposed BOE Budget

We, the undersigned Presidents of our
children’s school Parent-Teacher Orga-
nizations, endorse the proposed
Westfield school budget.

Having participated in the discussions
and decisions formulating this budget
proposal, we believe the Board of Edu-
cation has carefully considered the needs
of the students and plans to meet those
needs in a fiscally sound and financially
responsible manner, protecting the ex-
cellent academic standards of the school
programs while providing a rich and
balanced student culture for each child.

We urge all citizens of Westfield to
vote “Yes” for the budget on Tuesday,
April 16.

Cindy Goldman, Westfield High
Barbara Iannazzonne, Roosevelt

Intermediate
Laurie Cataldo, Roosevelt Intermediate

Nancy Musat, Edison Intermediate
Donna Perch, Edison Intermediate

Casey Chandler, Franklin Elementary
Peggy Oster, Franklin Elementary

Debbie Adsit, Jefferson Elementary
Patty Swan, Jefferson Elementary

Renate Bieber, McKinley Elementary
Susan Bigelow, McKinley Elementary

Nina Attanasio, Tamaques Elementary
Ayse Wronski, Tamaques Elementary

Jennifer Hoblitzell, Washington
Elementary

Ruth Materek, Washington Elementary
Dianne Callahan, Wilson Elementary
Deirdre Gelinne, Wilson Elementary

Scout Asks Residents
To ‘Adopt A Pet’

My name is Sarah Godfrey. I am a 14-
year-old Girl Scout and I am running a
service project for my Silver Star Badge.

On May 4 and 5, I am running a Be
Kind to Animals Adoption Weekend at
the Linden Animal Shelter, as part of
National Be Kind to Animals Week.
Cats, dogs, kittens, and puppies will be
available for adoption. A small fee is
required to adopt, which includes spay-
ing/neutering and immunizations. The
animal shelter is located on Range Road
in Linden. The shelter will be open for
adoptions from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.

I am also running a pet supplies drive
at Edison Intermediate School to benefit
the animals of the Linden Animal Shel-
ter.

Sarah Godfrey
Westfield

Vote ‘Yes’ For SP-F School Budget
To Maintain Quality Education

On behalf of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA) Council, I’d like to pledge our
endorsement of the school budget. We
urge all members of the community to
come out on Tuesday, April 16, and vote
“Yes.” Polls will be open from 2 p.m.
through 9 p.m.

Enhancements in the 2002-2003 spend-
ing plan include additional new staff po-
sitions (to keep up with our rising student
population); new textbooks, supplies and
instructional materials at all levels, and
additional funds for technology.

We cannot afford a “no” vote for our
students. Our community has shown that
they value public education. Fixed costs
are having a significant impact on the
budget. Like many of our own budgets,
the public schools face rising costs in
utilities and health benefits.

It is critical that all voters cast a “yes”
vote to ensure that all children continue
to benefit from these essential educa-
tional incentives.

Caren Goldberg
Corresponding Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Council


