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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Announces Details of Street Fairs

WESTFIELD –– The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce has set
the dates for three street fairs this
year in the downtown. The Street
Fairs which will be held on Sun-
days, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. The SpringFest
Street Fair will be held on April 28.
The FamilyFest will be held on June
9 and the FallFest will be held on
September 22.

The events serve as fundraisers
for the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce. Darryl and Debbie
Walker are the coordinators.
Comcast will be the event sponsor
and Fleet Bank will be the enter-
tainment sponsor. ShopRite will co-
sponsor entertainment of the

SpringFest PNC Advisors will be
the promotional sponsor.

John Delviscio, General Manager
of Comcast of New Jersey will ar-
range broadcasts of commercials on
cable TV. He said that vibrant ac-
tivities like the Westfield Street Fairs
go to the heart of what makes a
community great.

Radio station NJ 101.5 will ad-
vertise the SpringFest on the air and
will provide 2 hours of live broad-
casting during the April 28 show.

The Chamber is confident that
these advertising arrangements will
continue to make the events a suc-
cess. “We expect to see over 25,000
people at each of our street fairs this

year,” said Darryl Walker.
Vendors from New York, New Jer-

sey and Pennsylvania sell food,
crafts, goods and services at these
popular shows. Live music will be
played throughout the day as people
eat, shop and enjoy family fun in
downtown Westfield. The downtown
will be closed to vehicular traffic
during the events.

Over 5,000 maps of the down-
town area with the participating
vendor locations will be distributed
to attendees at SpringFest. “We ex-
pect these street fairs to be the best
and most successful ever. We are
very grateful for the generous sup-
port of the business community,”
said Debbie Walker.

For more information, call Darryl
or Debbie Walker at 908-654-1400
or go to westfieldnj.com.

** In a World of Uncertainty,
We Can Offer You a Guarantee …

Variable Annuities are sold by prospectus. For a prospectus containing more complete information on any American Skandia variable annuity, including information on charges, expenses, risk
factors and tax consequences, call 1-800-223-8114 ext. 4325.The prospectus is the controlling document with regard to this product. It should be read carefully before you invest or send money.
Certain of the most volatile portfolios are not available in the GROSM program. GROSM is not available in all states or in products where fixed allocations are not approved. An investor may 
terminate the GROSM program at any time. American Skandia does not provide any guarantees upon termination prior to the end of the seven-year program. Transfers from fixed allocations 
will be subject to a market value adjustment that may increase or decrease values if surrendered or transferred before the end of the guaranteed period.
Significant or prolonged declines in the value of the variable investment options you choose may result in all or a substantial portion of your Account Value being allocated to Fixed 
Allocations. While this will protect the principal amount during such market declines, it may substantially reduce your ability to allocate Account Value to variable investment options,
particularly during periods of market increase.
Guaranteed associated with the program and the fixed rate accounts are subject to the claims paying ability of American Skandia Life Assurance Corporation.
Variable annuities are long-term investment products designed for retirement purposes. Early withdrawals may be subject to surrender charges and, if taken prior 
to age 59½, a 10% IRS penalty may apply. Early withdrawals have the effect of reducing the death benefit and cash surrender value.
Variable annuities are issued by American Skandia Life Assurance Corporation and distributed by American Skandia Marketing, Incorporated.
Both companies are located at One Corporate Drive, Shelton, Connecticut 06484.
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VARIABLE ANNUITIES, MUTUAL FUNDS AND OTHER INVESTMENTS:

Variable annuities are an important tool to consider for retirement planning because there are no limitations on how much money you can contribute and
any growth is tax deferred. Variable annuities also offer flexible payment options, professional money management, a guaranteed death benefit and other
optional features. But variable annuities, like other investments, cause some people to worry about the possibility of losing their original investment. Now

there is GROSM, an optional benefit available within most American Skandia variable annuities for an annual charge of 0.25% that guarantees you won’t lose
your original investment if you remain invested for a seven-year period, and every seventh contract anniversary thereafter, provided GRO is still in force.

With GROSM, the initial investment is directed entirely into variable sub-accounts and a portion of the account is shifted into fixed buckets only to the
extent necessary to maintain the principal guarantee. Assets automatically shift back to variable accounts when conditions allow.

… The Guarantee for People who like to win, but hate to lose.

With GROSM you have:
■ Protection – GRO guarantees initial Account Value (less any withdrawals) after seven years
■ Opportunity – Ability to increase your guaranteed amount by locking in your contract anniversary value if your annuity increases 

in value. This will start a new seven-year Guarantee Period.
■ Flexibility – Use GRO to participate in the equity market, tax-deferred. Select an appropriate, individually-tailored portfolio 

using American Skandia’s broad investment platform.

Find out more about GRO today!
Ken Femiano, Gruntal and Company, Inc.

(800) 223-8114 ext. 4325

You can open 
an IRA 

anytime before
you retire.

*Consult your tax advisor for eligibility and potential tax savings. © 2002 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. 

It’s not too late to open an IRA and take advantage 

of possible tax savings on your 2001 income tax.* 

At Valley National Bank, we offer super premium rates 

on a variety of IRA products—including Traditional, 

Roth and Educational IRAs—that can help you prepare for

retirement while offering substantial tax savings. 

Find out which IRA product is right for you. Call 1-800-522-4100,

or visit any Valley branch to open an IRA account or fund your

existing one before April 15th.

(We suggest you do it before April 15th.)

Super Premium Rates
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The Westfield Memorial Library
April 15-20

�
Sarah & Rachel Friedman
Homework @ The Library

Morris Kravitz
Relaxing @ The Library

550 East Broad Street, Westfield NJ
(908) 789-4090

Wednesday, April 24, 2002

Union County Announces
Early Retirement Plan

The County of Union is offering an
early retirement incentive program to
approximately 334 of its workers that
qualify under state guidelines, Union
County Freeholder Chairman Lewis
Mingo Jr. announced Monday, April
1. The plan is designed to streamline
the County’s workforce and realize
significant fiscal savings.

The County notified workers iden-
tified as candidates for early retire-
ment. Five months ago, a county sur-
vey showed that 183 of these employ-
ees expressed interest in the early
retirement program.

Freeholder Nicholas Scutari said
the retirement incentive program is
an example of smarter and better gov-
ernment.

“The early retirement program is a
cost-effective and rational program
which tightens our belts , but not at the
expense of working class families, or
by layoffs,” Mr. Scutari went on to
say. “It makes sense for the County
and for the employees who take ad-
vantage of the plan.”

Union County Manager George W.
Devanney said the county hopes to
save an average of $1 million a year for
the next ten years, once the program
takes effect. Mr. Devanney estimated
that as many as 30-40 positions could
be permanently eliminated, and others
consolidated and reduced in cost.

“During this period of fiscal chal-
lenges, it will be essential to establish
priorities aimed at streamlining gov-
ernment and delivering services as

economically and efficiently as pos-
sible,” Mr. Scutari said. “We’re work-
ing to maximize resources and mini-
mize spending.” Mr. Scutari added
that the early retirement program
would be a one-time offer, given its
complex nature, and is not likely to be
offered again in the near future.

Freeholder Rick Proctor said the
early retirement program offers an
excellent option to Union County
employees, without penalizing them
for retiring a few years early. “It’s a
win-win situation,” Mr. Proctor said.
“Our analysis shows that if a suffi-
cient number of retiree vacancies are
eliminated, we can meet the state
criteria for reducing costs and main-
taining services to obtain the approval
to implement the program.”

Eligibility would be based on the
current statutory criteria for retire-
ment: 25 years of service with Public
Employee Retirement System
(PERS); 15 years of service and 62
years of age with PERS; or 20 years of
service credit with the Police and Fire
Retire System. Under the terms of the
retirement program, employees would
be eligible for a cash payment of
$1,000 per year of service with the
county, paid in four equal install-
ments, beginning in 2003. The County
will also remove the existing cap on
the retiree health benefit subsidy to
provide full paid health benefits for
life. Retirements will be effective on
July 1, 2002, pending approval of the
program by the State of New Jersey.

Dancercise: On Tuesday and Thurs-
day. from April 2 through June 13
from 6:45 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The fee is
$50.

Rhythm Social Dancing: Learn
Salsa, Swing, Merengue, Cha-Cha, the
Hustle and more. Classes are Mon-
days from April 15 to May 20 from
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. The fee is $70 per
couple and $45 per single.

Crafty Kids: Designed for children
ages 6 to 10. Children will be guided
in developing different craft projects.
Classes are held on Wednesdays May
15 to June 12 from 4:15 p.m. to 5:15
p.m. The fee is $60.

Junior Drawing: This class is for
young people 11-17 years and is de-
signed to teach the fundamentals of
learning, drawing and developing ar-
tistic talent. Classes are held on Thurs-
days from May 23 to June 20 from
4:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. (for the first
class bring a 9X12 sketchpad, ebony
pencils, and a kneaded eraser). The
fee is $60

Adult Drawing: Class begins on May
7 through June 4 on Tuesdays from 7:45
p.m. to 8:45 p.m. The fee is $75

Bumper Bowling: Pre-K and
Kindergarteners held on Wednesdays
at 9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. Fees are $6
per week and can be paid for at the
Linden Lanes. Bowling: This 11 week
program is for children from ages 5 to
14. It’s held weekly at Linden Lanes
from April 8 to June 17 on Mondays at
3:45 p.m.

Family Bowling Night:  Includes:
pizza, soda, rental shoes, two hours of
bowling and special laser lights for
$10 per person. The event will be held
on Saturday April 27 from 4 to 6 p.m.

In-Line Skating Family Nights:

Westfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation Events

Join the Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Team for fun, family skating!
The event will be at the Armory dur-
ing the following dates: April 19 and
26; May 17, 24, 31; June 7 and 14 from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. The fee is $6 for adults
and $3 per child (payable at the door).

Self Defense Workshop: Experi-
ence Master Yoo’s self defense tech-
niques on Saturday, April 13 from 3
p.m. to 5 p.m. The fee is $20 per
person and is located at the Martial
Arts Institute of America in Westfield.

Daddy Daughter Dance: Held on
Friday, April 19 from 6:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. at the Tavern in the Park in
Roselle Park. The evening will con-
sist of dinner, dessert, and dancing
to the hottest tunes! A 5x7 photo is
also included. Tickets are $32 per
person.

Roller Hockey Clinics: Clinics will
be held on the following Saturdays:
May 4, 11, 18, and June 1 from 9 a.m.
to 10:30 a.m. for ages 7 through 10 and
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for ages 11
through 14. The cost is $15 per person.

5 Mile Road Race & 1 Mile Fun Run:
The date is Saturday April 27 at

Tamaques Park. The 5-Miler will be at
9:30 a.m. The Fun-Run will be at 9
a.m. Register on-line or at the Recre-
ation Dept.

Mah Jongg Group: Games begin
on Fridays from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on
May 3, 10, 17, and 24. The fee is $25

Teen Center: Open to high school
students on Friday nights during the
school year from 8 p.m. to 12 p.m.

For more information, please con-
tact the Recreation Department. at 425
E Broad Street, (908) 789-4080 or
contact us on the web at:
www.westfieldnj.net

Union County Bureau of Mosquito
Control, a division of the county’s
Department of Operational Services,
is in charge of the county’s efforts to
monitor and control mosquitoes. The
Bureau works to eliminate potential
breeding locations and monitors the
species and number of mosquitoes
found in Union County.

There are 63 species of mosquitoes
found in the State of New Jersey, and
about 20 mosquito species call Union
County their home. Many mosquito
species are known to spread disease,
such as West Nile Encephalitis, in
humans and animals.

Mosquitoes breed in pools of stag-
nant water and females have a life
span of about 2 weeks. Eliminating
the places where they breed is the best
way to reduce their numbers.

Only female mosquitoes bite. They

take blood to feed their developing eggs.
They lay eggs in and near stagnant water
where the larva develop and live. Each
year sees the birth of several generations
of most species of mosquitoes.

To monitor the county’s mosquito
population, Union County maintains
30 light traps (there is at least one in
every municipality) where mosqui-
toes are collected and brought into the
lab & identified.

There are several ways residents
can help reduce the number of mos-
quitoes in their yards and communi-
ties: Dispose of cans, plastic contain-
ers, turn over empty flower pots and
other containers that hold water, as
these are all places mosquitoes breed;
Remove discarded tires, a favorite
breeding place for mosquitoes. Drill
holes in the bottom of trash cans and
recycling containers so they don’t hold
water. Clean roof gutters every year.
Turn over plastic wading pools when
not in use. Turn over wheelbarrows.

Change water in birdbaths every three
days. Clean and chlorinate swimming
pools and remove water that collects
on pool covers. Use landscaping that
eliminates standing water.

The Union County Bureau of Mos-
quito Control staff can inspect an area
within 24 hours of a call. If you have
any questions call (908) 654-9834.

Union County Bureau Needs Your Help
In the Fight Against Mosquitoes

Letter Carriers Seek
Food Drive Donations
WESTFIELD – Letter carriers of

Westfield-Mountainside will be partici-
pating in the National Food Drive to be
held on May 11. The generosity of our
townspeople enabled the carriers to col-
lect 25,000 lbs of food last year.

Patrons wishing to donate non-
parishable foods, please place the items
in their mail box, so the carrier may
collect them. If you chose, please bring
the donations to the lobby of the Westfield
Post Office from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.


