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Panic Room: Nothing
To Get Excited About

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 ½ popcorns

Feeling too calm lately? Think you need
a good jolt to the central nervous system —
one that’ll make you skittish and jumpy, yet
without depleting the western world’s
Starbucks supply? Well then, how about a
really harrowing cinema experience?

Panic Room, the latest scare tactic by
director David Fincher, could be just the
ticket. Starring Jodie Foster as a divorced
mom who buys a posh brownstone on New
York City’s Upper West Side only to then be
terrorized by three desperate burglars, maybe
it’ll remind you how really good you have it.

Oh, what’s that? You say you’re fine and
that you’d rather not? But then how about
that really close-fisted aunt of yours? You
know, the one with the big estate, and she’s
wound kind of tight, and you’re her only
heir, but she says she won’t let you control
her fortune as long as she still has all her
faculties. Yes, that aunt. Maybe she could
benefit from this frightening movie? And
anyway, when was the last time you took
your sweet old auntie to the movies?

No takers again? You’re a good niece (or
nephew). Hey, money isn’t everything. But
I can’t say that I blame you. I’ve really never
developed a taste for the sort of artificial
fright that this genre of cinema delivers.

In fact, I have generally held that such
fare, along with practical jokes that cause
either pain, anxiety or inconvenience, are
among those things to avoid in this life.

Yet there are great multitudes of movie-
goers who keep this section of my film
encyclopedia thick with entries. The odd
thing is, in almost every other way they seem
like rational folk. I ask them, “What’s the
attraction?” Leering slyly, they give no other
answer but that, “It’s fun!”

Well, for them, the rather competent if not
extraordinary Panic Room, for all intents
and purposes a poor man’s Wait Until Dark
(1967), will provide at least a medium-sized
fix of whatever commodity it is that such
movies furnish. Viewers who can’t help but
chant “scare me, scare me” whilst imbibing
such motion pictures will be happy to know
that they’ll be able to rent space on most of
their seat cushions. They won’t be needing
it. They’ll be at chair’s edge for most of the
performance.

The odd thing is, fright fans and suspense
enthusiasts will be moved to emotion not by
any real concern for the human beings por-
trayed on the screen. Instead, they will be
prompted on cue by the now long-established
modes, mechanisms and triggers of this film
phylum, all proficiently manipulated by Mr.
Fincher. In other words, don’t be surprised if
you see Pavlov’s dog in the audience, biting
his nails with desperate anxiety.

Problem is, the usually compelling Foster is
uncommonly uninteresting here. We aren’t con-
vinced that Meg Altman and her teenaged daugh-
ter Sarah (Kristen Stewart) had a life before this
movie began ... before the three malefactors,
intent on finding a fortune hidden by the house’s
previous owner, turned their existence into a
living hell. If they survive the cataclysmic intru-
sion, it’s doubtful we’ll care to tune in from time
to time to see how they’re doing.

This is where Hitchcock, the master of the
genre, excelled. And perhaps his storied low

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 78th Annual Members Salon
2002 Exhibition of the Westfield Art
Association can be viewed from Satur-
day, April 20, through Sunday, April 28,
at the Westfield Community Room Gal-
lery in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street. An awards reception
will be held on Sunday, April 21, from
2 to 4 p.m. There will be a wide variety
of styles, from the traditional to the
abstract, including paintings, graphics,
sculpture, and photography. The local
artists have achieved various levels of
recognition for their work, both on a
local and a statewide level. See what
your talented neighbors are creating.

*  *  *  *  *
The theme of this year’s annual Lun-

cheon/Fashion Show of the Mercy Guild
of Mount Saint Mary Academy is “Jour-
ney Through the U.S.A.” It will be held
on Sunday, April 21, beginning at 11:30
a.m., at the Marriott Hotel, Route 10, in
East Hanover. Admission is $50. This
event is noted for the raffle of a wide-
range of theme-inspired gift baskets
and specialty items. The Fashion Show
will feature a wide variety of fashions
from Journey Productions. For tickets
and information, please call Marilyn at
(908) 730-7479, or the Academy at
(908) 757-0108.

*  *  *  *  *
The Arbor Chamber Music Society,

which was started in 1991 by a group of
professional musicians under the lead-
ership of Lenore Davis, will present
L’Histoire du Soldat - The Soldier’s
Tale, on Sunday, April 21, at 4 p.m.
David Wroe will conduct this Igor
Stravinsky classic, which legend has it
mimics the plight of refugees from
Russia, told in the style of a folk tale
about a soldier and the devil. The per-
formance will be followed by Mark
Steinberg and Lenore Davis, perform-
ing Debussy Violin and Piano Sonata.
The concert will be held at Westfield’s
Presbyterian Church Sanctuary, and
there is plenty of parking in the Church
parking lot on Mountain Avenue, be-
hind the church. Tickets are $18.

*  *  *  *  *
From now until Wednesday, July 31,

The Jane Voorhees Zimmerli Art Mu-
seum is presenting India: Contempo-
rary Art from Northeastern Private
Collection. It is the largest exhibition of
its kind to be held in an American
museum to date, and includes more
than 100 works of art from over 20
collections, emphasizing the Post-In-
dependence era – 1947 to the present.
The timeliness of the exhibit is due to
the convergence of the emerging art
scene in India and the growth of the
Asian-American population in central
New Jersey. The Museum is located at
71 Hamilton Street on the College Av-
enue Campus of Rutgers University in
New Brunswick. Hours are Tuesday –
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Satur-
day – Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. Admission
is $3 for adults and free for museum
members, Rutgers University students,
faculty and staff (with ID), and children
under 18. The museum is open free to
the public on the first Sunday of every
month. For more information, please
call (732) 932-7237 extension no. 610.
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Cavalleria Rusticana

I Pagliacci

Presents a Double Bill

Conducted by Robert W. Butts
Directed by Norman Kauahi

Produced by Valerie & Juan PinedaCHAMBER MUSIC
SERIES
2001-2002 22nd Season

Ani Kavafian, Violin, and Carter Brey, Cello

and Friends
SUNDAY, APRIL 21

MAPLEWOOD at 3:00 P.M. WESTFIELD at 7:30 P.M.
Morrow Methodist Church, 600 Ridgewood Rd. Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad St.

SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST

André-Michel Schub, Piano

Program includes
BRAHMS PIANO QUINTET

IN F MINOR
Tickets (honored at both locations): $20, Seniors $18, Students $10

CALL US AT 973-762-0108
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WESTFIELD – The annual
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
benefit gala will be held on Saturday,
April 20, at the Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains. The theme of this
year’s event is “Celebrate America.”

Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott and his wife, An-
drea McDermott, will serve
as Honorary Gala Chair, along
with Rahway Mayor James
Kennedy and his wife, Lori
Kennedy.

The highlight of the evening
will be the live auction, con-
ducted by Scotch Plains attor-
ney Jon Bramnick.

“This year’s live auction
promises to be extraordinary
because of its vast array of
travel packages and gift items.
There are at least, if not more
items, in the auction book that
our guests will be excited
about,” said Myriam Gabriel,
gala live auction chairwoman.

Some of the jet-setting
packages available include
two plane tickets, plus three-
night accommodations for two
at the Le Meridien Hotel in
Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, three days at El Con-
quistador Hotel in Puerto Rico, as well as
three days at the famous Atlantis Para-
dise Island Resort in The Bahamas.

Guests will also have the chance to bid
on retreats in Steamboat Springs, Colo.,
Sundial Beach Resort, Sanibel Island,
and a stay at the famous Red Lion Inn in
Stockbridge, Mass. Another gift includes
a four-guest trip to Mel Brooks’ The

Producers on Broad-
way or an 8-guest din-
ner to a TriBeca loft. A
weekend package at
the Peninsula Hotel
Fifth Avenue or a stay
at an Art Deco Lom-
bardy suite apartment
is also offered.

The highlight of the
gift items is a bronze
sculpture by the 19th
century artist Leon
Tharel. Mayor
Kennedy donated the
piece to the Gala Live
Auction Committee.
Entitled, “The Idle Fid-
dler,” the piece is
mounted on a marble
base and was listed in
Sotheby’s auction
book in 1967.

“This piece will be
the perfect centerpiece
in the living room or
study of a music lover

and WSO supporter,” said Gabriel.
For more information, please call the

WSO at (908) 232-9400.

A TOP PRIZE… “The
Idle Fiddler,” a bronze
sculpture by artist Leon
Tharel, will be auctioned
at the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra Gala on
Saturday, April 20.
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very good sign.
Basler is certainly no stranger to

moviemaking and has written and di-
rected several short films. He is currently
at work with LucyMac Productions, a
Westfield-based production company,
and he recently directed a feature based
on Possible Side Effects, an extremely
popular improvisational group from
Montclair.

A job in Cranford for Basler’s wife,
Michelle, brought them to this area, and
he told The Westfield Leader/The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood how happy
they are to have settled here. The easy
commute to New York, is, of course, very
appealing, but he mentioned how much
he likes the distinct flavor of Westfield
and the surrounding towns.

So what is next for this talented writer
and director?

Basler told The Leader/The Times that
he is hoping to find a distributor for Just
Add Pepper. But the most important thing,
he said, was to make sure that his future
projects are brought to the next level. He
loves working with actors and will con-
tinue to cultivate and refine his directing
skills.

He also mentioned that one of his
biggest goals is to truly make a living in
the film industry. I have no doubt that he
will, indeed, achieve that goal.

For more information, please contact
Basler at TomorrowProject@aol.com.
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHORT HILLS — A demonstra-
tion of Ikebana, the Japanese art of flower
arranging, was held on April 4 at the
Community Congregational Church in
Short Hills.

Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Summit
sponsored the event, which also included
a continental breakfast.

Judith Setsuko Hata, a Senior Master
Teacher of The Sogetsu School of
Ikebana, demonstrated the delicate and
lovely process by which the beauty of the
flower arrangement becomes harmoni-
ous with the container in which it is
displayed.

Unlike Western flower arrangements,

which tend to be fuller and more densely
packed, flowers arranged in the style of
Ikebana are lighter and airy, containing
as much space as flowers and greenery.
As few flowers as possible are used so as
to highlight the individual beauty of each.

Hata demonstrated several different
types of Ikebana arrangements. Using a
log shaped, low shallow container, she
created a moribana, a low arrangement
also known as “piled flowers.” The ar-
rangement was uniquely stunning by
itself, but when hung from a corner frame,
it was easy to see how it could become an
integral part of any room in which it was
displayed.

Hata also created several heika, also
known as rikka, or “standing flowers.”
These arrangements are more typical of
Western arrangements of flowers in a
vase, but again sparser and more airy.

The basic premise of Ikebana is to
appreciate each component of the ar-
rangement — stem, flower and leaf —
for its own contribution of color, texture
and form to the arrangement.

It is believed that Ikebana evolved in
the 6th century from the practice of offer-
ing flowers to Buddha. The Sogestu
School of Ikebana was established in
1927. Hata is a former Director of the
New York Branch of Sogestu School, a
position she held for 24 years, and is the
current president of the New York Chap-
ter of Ikebana International.

She studied under Sofu Teshigahara,
the founder of the Sogestu School and
under his daughter as well. Hata holds a
Riji, the highest teacher’s degree in

Sogestu. She is actively involved with
the Horticultural Society of New York’s
Flower Shows.

Her Ikebana exhibits have been dis-
played at the Brooklyn Botanical Gar-
dens, the United Nations, and the New
York Embassy of the Consul General of
Japan, among other prestigious locations.
She is the author of “Flowers Are...East
and West.”

Reeves-Reed Arboretum is dedicated
to environmental and horticultural edu-
cation for children and adults, and to
the awareness that the natural environ-
ment needs protection and deserves
concern.

The proceeds from the Ikebana dem-
onstration will support the organizations
educational efforts. For more informa-
tion about Reeves-Reed Arboretum,
please call (908) 273-8787.

Remain” and Grant Hart’s “2541.”
Crenshaw also performed a brand

new song he had just composed, “Where
Home Used To Be.” The crowd was a bit
mellow, but seemed to warm up as
Crenshaw did, enjoying his cynical,
witty commentary before each song.

When his set ended, the crowd called
him out for an encore.

Craig Stock, of The Westfield Jay-
cees, emceed the event and was a whirl-
ing dervish, making sure that every-
thing ran smoothly. He was very funny
between acts and he has a possible side
career in stand-up if this Jaycees thing
doesn’t pan out.

The acoustics in the WHS audito-
rium were excellent as well. Overall,
The Jaycees offered a great night of
music for a great cause.

CrCrCrCrCrenshaw, Aleenshaw, Aleenshaw, Aleenshaw, Aleenshaw, Alexxxxxanderanderanderanderander
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opinion of actors is ironically betrayed by his
artistic deeds. True, he perpetrated a stylish
detachment from his players.

Yet they inevitably imbue their characters
with the very essence of humanity that com-
mands our empathy and turns us into breath-
less observers: i.e.- We come to like Jimmy
Stewart’s character in Rear Window (1954).
We certainly don’t want Raymond Burr to
exact his revenge on him.

Enough of all that film theory stuff. Let’s
get to what a panic room is. It’s the best part
of the movie. Really cool. You have to run
out and get one. It’s amazing we’ve all
survived without them. Only thing is, like
the folks who have bullet-proof Mercedes-
Benz limos, you have to make pretty good
money to possess such a thing.

Assume for the moment that you’re the
divorced wife of a pharmaceutical tycoon, as is
the case with Foster’s Meg Altman. A properly
snooty real estate agent, replete with a circa
1930s stage accent is showing you the amenities
and accouterments of a three-story brownstone
previously the manse of a wealthy financier.

Well then, in that case he’ll explain that
this virtually impenetrable fortress within
your home got its origins in Medieval days.
That it is a safe haven from those who would
do you harm.

Of course the 21st century version has all
the modern conveniences, including its own
heating and ventilation system, separate phone
line, and a video and intercom system, all
encased in a couple feet of concrete and three
inches of steel. Virtually foolproof, no?

Apparently not, or writer David Koepp
wouldn’t have been able to furnish film-
maker Fincher with the screenplay for this
film. Truth be told, it’s not a terribly written
script ... just nothing exceptional. At least it
avoids that cliché. You know the one.
Wherein the mother and daughter who are
terrified out of their gourds together learn the
value of their relationship. Nope, none of
that here. And it’s a good thing, too. Next
thing you know, some scheming entrepre-
neurs will open terrorization camps for dys-
functional families who crave that horror-
suspense movie experience.

Thankfully, Meg and Sarah are pals from
the start. They’d just like to keep it that way.

What this suspense yarn basically relies on
is two assumptions. The first is that a panic
room can protect you from the bad guys. The
second is that if you don’t take everything you
need into the concrete and metal sanctuary
with you, then you can forget the first assump-
tion. You’re in deep water.

Panic room, shmanic room, you’ll still
have to outwit the thugs. That’s the only hint
you’re going to get here. In any case, what is
provided is a rather distressing time, but
without any real substance to round-out the
experience.

It’s a pity, because good scary movies can
also be good films ... pictures that, along with
purveying the requisite set of jangled nerves,
leave you with something to ponder.

Panic Room, on the other hand, only
leaves room for improvement.

*  *  *  *  *
Panic Room, rated R, is a Columbia Pic-

tures release directed by David Fincher and
stars Jodie Foster, Forest Whitaker and
Kristen Stewart. Running time: 108 minutes.


