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Fresh Faces Vie
For New Terms
On Nov. Ballot
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This November brings a term
change from two to three years for all
seats on the Westfield Town Council,
as well as the position of Westfield
Mayor. One seat from each of the
four wards is up for election this
November, as well as the mayoral
race.
Republican Mayor Gregory
McDermott will face Democrat Tom
Fuccillo in the mayoral race this fall.
This is Mayor McDermott’s second run for Mayor; he was elected in
2000. Previous to that, he was elected
as First Ward Councilman in 1997
and was re-elected in 1999. He is
Vice President of Drew & Rogers,
Inc., a printing company based in
West Caldwell.
Mayor McDermott holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Business Administration from Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania.
He has also directed and coached
in the Westfield Soccer Association
and is a parishioner at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
He and his wife, Andrea, have four
children, Bryan, Maggie, Melissa and
Patricia.
In 2001, Mr. Fuccillo ran for the
second ward seat, but was defeated
by incumbent Republican Matthew
Albano. Mr. Fuccillo has been a resident of Westfield since 1998. He and
his wife, Kristin, have two sons, Thomas, 3, and Michael, 10 months.
Mr. Fuccillo is a graduate of the
University of Rochester in Rochester, N.Y. with a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Political Science. He
earned his law degree from St. John’s
University. He is an attorney for an
investment management firm in New
York, where he serves as associate
general counsel.
While Carl Salisbury has decided
not to run for a third term in the first
ward, he stated that he has always
felt that serving on the council was a
temporary volunteer position. It is
his personal philosophy to step down
and let others serve.
“I am looking forward to getting
back to my wife and daughter,” Mr.
Salisbury told The Westfield Leader.
Two newcomers are entering the
race in the first ward, Mark Kuehn
and Sal Caruana.
Mr. Kuehn lives in Westfield with

his wife, Margaret, and their two
children, Tim, 12, and Elizabeth, 8.
He is a business and corporate attorney with the Westfield law firm of
Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook.
He graduated from Ohio University with a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Mathematics in 1974, received a
law degree in 1981 from the College
of William & Mary, and graduated
from New York University School of
Law with a Masters of Law in Taxation in 1982.
After several years, Mr. Kuehn left
his career in law for the business and
financial worlds. During his 17 years
in business, he participated in owning, running and consulting for
smaller and mid-sized businesses,
including co-founding Morristownbased General Messenger Service,
Inc.; buying, running and selling
Morris County based Penny Press,
Inc., and running Americas First
Capital Corporation of New York
City and Wayne Kerr Electronics of
Boston.
Mr. Kuehn re-entered private practice in early 2001 to provide practical legal and business advice to companies and business owners. He is a
member of the New Jersey, Virginia
and Florida State Bar Associations,
and is active with several professional groups.
Mr. Kuehn is active with the
Westfield Y’s Men’s Club, the
Westfield Rotary, the Board of Directors of the Westfield/Mountainside
Chapter of the American Red Cross,
and several area Chambers of Commerce.
Sal Caruana is President and CEO
of Foster Capital Corporation, an
investment management company he
founded in 1991. He graduated Phi
Beta Kappa and summa cum laude
from Binghamton University and
went on to Cornell Law School.
Mr. Caruana has been involved in
local civic organizations and charities in Westfield. He is currently
serving his third year as a Director of
the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) and is in his sixth year as
a volunteer coach for youth softball,
soccer and basketball teams.
In 1999, he endowed the Caruana
Family Fund at the Westfield Foundation to assist the medical care and
special needs of local children from

By BILL SHEPPARD

The Mountainside Borough Council held its monthly work session on
Tuesday, April 9, during which officials discussed the 2002 Municipal
Budget and the Final Sewer Assessment Commission Report.
The budget will require two resolutions prior to its introduction. The
borough’s portion of the budget is
completed, but the school board and
Union County officials have not finalized their portions of the borough’s
budget.
Therefore, a resolution from Mayor
Robert Viglianti and the council to
accept a late budget, will be necessary again this year.
The council crunched the numbers
and clarified the appropriations for
2002. Conflicting media reports concerning the significant increase in
Mountainside’s property taxes concerned the mayor and council members.
Mayor Vigilanti told The Westfield
Leader, “I can’t comment on another
governmental body’s (Board of Education) numbers.” At press time, the
Mountainside Board of Education
budget totaled $10.9 million.
The Final Sewer Assessment Commission Report was also discussed
and characterized as “the end of a
long process” by Borough Attorney
John Post. The report is scheduled
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for a public hearing on Tuesday, May
21.
The report sets a $10,000 assessment to all properties newly permitted to hook into the sewer system.
The amount, set back in the early
90s was determined by simply dividing the cost to the borough
equally among the properties affected.
The group felt the amount was fair
and reasonable, recognizing that the
enhancement to the individual properties (having the sewer connection)
was much greater than $10,000. The
alternative would mean that the borough would have to pay for appraisals on all of the properties individually. Individual property owners are
responsible for the cost of connecting to the sewer system from the
building to the street.
In other matters, the mayor called
for a vote on a resolution to officially
notify all those who are delinquent in
paying for annual licenses and/or
permits that they have 10 days from
receipt of the notice to pay the delinquent fees due the borough. The vote
was unanimous.
In other business, the appointment
of the municipal pool manager to
application by the Mountainside
Woman’s Club to hold an offsite
raffle was discussed.
The regular meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, April 16, at 8 p.m.
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Voters in the region, including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside, will be asked to
approve or reject record hikes in
school taxes this coming Tuesday,
April 16.
They will also be asked to elect a
largely unopposed slate of candidates for their respective municipalities’ boards of education. Polls will
be open from 2 to 9 p.m.
Turnout for voting has traditionally been light, although this year,
voter participation may increase as
property taxes are projected to jump
significantly. It has been estimated
by this newspaper, supported by published data, that the average homeowner in the region may see his or
her property tax increase by about 10
percent this year.

By LAUREN S. PASS
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FIFTY CENTS

The projected jump in property
taxes for this year will be due largely
to the size of the school tax increases
proposed, along with additional tax
increases intended by Union County
and the municipal governments.
School tax accounts for about 65
percent of the total property tax.
County and municipal taxes share
the remainder about equally.
Property taxes are also expected to
rise as a result of recent bonds approved by the public for expanding
school facilities. Increased state subsidies are not available this year to
soften the impact on local property
owners.
The 2002-2003 proposed Westfield
public school budget is $65.4 million. The 2002-2003 proposed Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school budget is $55.2 million. The 2002-2003
proposed Mountainside public school

budget is $10.9 million.
Candidates for the boards of education are running unopposed in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and in
Mountainside. Westfield has four
candidates vying for three seats.
In Westfield, Board President
Arlene Gardner is seeking her third
term. The other contenders for the
three seats are newcomers George
Kattak, William Ziff and Alice
Hunnicutt.
In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, newcomer Susan Dyckman is running
unopposed for the Fanwood seat. For
the two Scotch Plains vacancies, incumbent Edward Saradaki, running
for his third term, and newcomer
Trip Whitehouse are unopposed.
In Mountainside, incumbents Peter Goggi and John Standish Perrin,
both seeking second terms, are also
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Council Discusses Religious Symbol Use
On Town Property, Debates Tradition
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
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(GOP), Ward 3
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Mountainside Council
Budget Figures Delayed
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At Tuesday’s regularly scheduled
conference session of the Westfield
Town Council, a lengthy discussion
was held regarding the council’s ability and need to change the holiday
decorations at the North Side train
station.
Mayor Gregory McDermott told
the council that he and Councilmen
Peter Echausse and Carl Salisbury

had met with religious leaders to
determine, as political and religious
leaders, the best policy on displaying
religious symbols on town property.
Though all religious leaders in
town were invited, the three officials
who attended the meeting to give
their recommendation were Rabbi
Charles Kroloff, the Reverend Darla
Dee Turlington and the Reverend
Andrew Hamersley.
Mayor McDermott explained that

Atlantic Group Chosen
To Lead Redevelopment
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council held
a special meeting on Monday night
to interview five firms interested in
assisting the town in the redevelopment of lots one and eight, and lots
three and three A for the use of
parking facilities.
Councilmen Lawrence Goldman
and Peter Echausse were not in attendance. All five firms responded to
the Town’s Request For Proposals
(RFP), which outlined the town’s
goal to hire a project team with redevelopment experience and legal expertise to guide the town through the
redevelopment process in a timely
fashion.
Each firm was given approximately
forty minutes, during which they
made a presentation and were asked
questions by the Mayor, Council,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh.
The five firms interviewed were
Patrick Henry, Lawrence Houstoun,
Jr. and Robert Goldsmith representing The Atlantic Group and
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith, Ravin,
Davis and Himmel; a team from
Schoor Depalma; a team from Beacon Planning and Consulting Services, L.L.C.; a team from DeCotiis,
FitzPatrick, Gluck and Cole, LLP,
which included Perth Amboy Mayor
Joseph Vas; and a team from Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor Engineering,
PC, which included Glenn Scotland.
The council held discussion on the
five applicants at Tuesday’s conference session, where they ultimately
chose The Atlantic Group.

As of Tuesday night the council
had narrowed their choices to, The
Atlantic Group, Schoor Depalma and
Paulus, Sokolowski and Sartor Engineering, PC. Paulus presented a sixmonth time line and a cost ranging
from $95,000 to $113,500, with no
cap; Schoor Depalma presented an
18-month proposal with a cost of
$160,386, with no cap and The Atlantic Group’s proposal was based
on a 29 week time line and a total
project cost not to exceed $149,100.
Mr. Gildea told the council that he
had called the references listed for
the three firms. He want on to explain that Mr. Scotland, the attorney
from Paulus, came highly recommended; that Schoor is working on
the Memorial Pool project and does
great work, and that he had spoken
with the Mayor and Administrator in
Princeton where Atlantic is building
a parking deck. Mr. Gildea explained
that Princeton was very happy with
Atlantic and that they are behind
schedule only because the council,
who has also appointed itself as the
redevelopment agency, needed an
extra meeting.
Mr. Marsh also recommended The
Atlantic group, citing their experience, the personal attention they give
to each project and that Westfield
would be their number one project.
He went on to site that this was a set
team, not a team put together for this
particular project as many of the
other firms were. Councilman
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

the meeting resulted in an idea to
have a sign that stated, “One
Westfield. A Season of Spirit,” and
would include all religious symbols
or names of all the houses of worship
in Westfield.
In addition, the officials also found
that it was most acceptable to have
snowflakes on the tree, and then to
light the tree with spotlights from
underneath. Mayor McDermott suggested the use of a picture that exists,
depicting all of Westfield’s houses of
worship.
Members of the council got into a
heated debate on whether or not it
was the town’s place to change the
traditional lighting of the tree and
menorah.
According to Mayor McDermott,
the clergy wants to minimize the
commercial use of religious symbols.
Councilman Carl Salisbury stated,
“I think it’s a fair statement to make
about the ministerium in general. If
you ask the clergy, and you got them
in their most candid moment, they’d
say don’t put any kind of religious
symbols, of any kind, on town property at all.”
Mr. Salisbury added that the religious leaders in attendance stated
that they understood that removal of
all symbols was not a viable option.
He went on to cite the value of the
first amendment, which includes the
separation of church and state.
Mayor McDermott explained that
there is a disagreement on whether
the tree is considered a religious
symbol or not. Councilman Peter
Echausse spoke on the need for tradition in Westfield and stated that
this is a difficult and personal discussion.
Mr. Echausse cited that the White
House Christmas tree lighting has
been occurring since 1889 and that
former President Clinton began the
tradition of lighting a menorah in the
Oval Office, and President Bush lit a
menorah last year in the White House
residence.
“I think we’re taking something
away (by not putting lights on the
tree). The tree lighting ceremony is
the start of a holiday that is important
to kids,” Mr. Echausse stated.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mirabelli and Turner to Run
Uncontested in Mountainside
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mountainside Borough Council incumbent candidates Paul
Mirabelli and Keith Turner will
run uncontested for reelection.
Mr. Turner is seeking his fourth
term on the council, and has
been a resident of Mountainside
since 1958. He has served as
Council President, and on the
Recreation Commission, Fire
Commissioner and Planning
Board Liaison.
Mr. Mirabelli has been a borough resident since 1990. This
will be his third run for council.

He has served on the Fire and
Police Department Commissions,
and has been Liaison to the Planning Board, Rescue Squad and
Tax Assessor’s office.
Democratic Committee Chairman Michael Krasner told The
Westfield Leader the committee
felt they could do its best work in
the borough by going to council
meetings and bringing issues to
light. “We can do our best work
by being watchdogs,” Mr. Krasner
said.
In the history of the borough of
Mountainside no democrat has
held a seat on the council.

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Courtesy of Lorre Korecky

BREAKING GROUND…The Groundbreaking Ceremony at Westfield High
School (WHS) was held on Tuesday afternoon. The $10 million dollar project will
add gym storage, a cafeteria extension, guidance office expansion, renovation of
existing science rooms, and more new classrooms. Pictured, left to right, are: Frank
Zanfardino, Vice President of Raimondo Contracting Corporation; WHS President Dr. Robert Petix; Arlene Gardner, Board of Education President; Dr. William
Foley, Superintendent of Schools; Anthony Rinaldi, President of Crain Construction; Jim Faridy and Dave Fraytak, architects with Faridy, Veisz, Fraytak.
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Friends Recall Many Contributions
Of Councilwoman Carol A. Wood
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader

GETTING THE STORY…Intern reporter of The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Jeremy Lipstein, far right, and his
brother, Andrew, left, meet with Democratic U.S. Senator Jon Corzine on Sunday at the Scotch Hills Country Club during
the Scotch Plains Democratic fundraiser. Jeremy and Andrew are the sons of Scotch Plains Democratic Party Chairman
Kenneth Lipstein.

FANWOOD -- Remembering
Fanwood Councilwoman Carol A. Wood
this week, friends and colleagues most
often described her as someone who
gave her all for the community she had
called home for more than 30 years.
Known as much for her volunteer spirit
as for her success as a realtor and a
member of the governing body, Mrs.
Wood, 57, died last Sunday at her home.
A Republican, she was elected to her
inaugural term in November of 2000.
Mayor Louis Jung said Monday that
one of the things which most impressed
him about Mrs. Wood was “how much
she loved the community; she just loved
being here.”
“We’re going to miss her big time; she
was a doer, she got things done,” he
continued, noting that flags at Borough
Hall and the Fanwood Memorial Library
would be flown at half-mast this week in
tribute to Mrs. Wood. “We’ve lost a good
friend, someone everybody liked,” he
said.
“I think it’s a loss to the town and to the
community where she was so very ac-

Senator Corzine Tells Scotch Plains Audience
About Afghanistan and Middle East Terrorism
By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
United States Senator Jon Corzine attended
a fundraiser Sunday afternoon at the Scotch
Hills Country Club to address the Scotch
Plains Democratic Committee, supporters, local candidates and members of the
public. The event was informal and approximately 60 enthusiastic attendees conducted casual conversations with the Senator.
The Senator recounted impressions from
his recent trip to Afghanistan and Saudi
Arabia. “We’re at a very unique time in
American history. We (Americans) are
being challenged more so than any time in
the past 20 years — since the Vietnam War.
It’s hard to get your mind around the hatred
that exists in the region. Terrorism, fanaticism is an enemy of all peoples. I came
away with a positive feeling for the future
of Afghanistan even though there was an
attempted coup of the Afghan Interim
government the Wednesday we were there,”
said the Senator.
Speaking on a variety of domestic and
world subjects in a relaxed conversational
tone, he said, “It is imperative for us in
America to stand behind our ally, Israel.”
Commenting on the Saudi peace plan,” he
said. “The Peace plan offered by Saudi
Arabia is not a detailed plan but a proposal,
a beginning. It is a ticket of admission to
the negotiating table.” Addressing the link
with narcotics, he said, “We must recognize the interconnectivity of drug dealing
and terrorism.”
Mr. Corzine emphasized, “I take great
pride in being a Democrat. We need to
work in many areas like education, lowering class size and rebuilding school infrastructure.”
Looking at the local Democratic candidates, he commented, “I’ve been in the
minority and the majority in the past 15
months and I know which is better.”
Before concluding the public session,
the Senator took a few questions from the
audience. One questioner asked, “Where
are the voices of moderation in the Mideast?” to which he responded, “As I said
earlier, the Saudi proposal is a positive
ingredient to peace. It is a real ticket to the
table of negotiations.” Senator Corzine
praised President Bush’s handling of the
events of September 11. “President Bush
did a good job,” he said.
Referring to himself as a “rookie politician,” he offered a suggestion to his fellow
Democrats — “The political right have
incredible think tanks that disseminate
their conservatism. We need to do the
same. We (the Democratic Party) need to
get the word out utilizing common vehicles.”
Senator Corzine told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and The Westfield Leader
at the private gathering that followed, “I
had the opportunity to visit with our troops
in Bagram, Afghanistan, just north of
Kabul. America should be proud of these
young men and women. I was approached
and had personal conversations with many
who were from New Jersey. It was a privilege to have met them.”
The Leader and The Times asked, “You
are to appear on television tonight; is there
anything you’ll say there you haven’t told
the audience here this afternoon?”
“No, that’s a different forum where
you’re confined to responding to their
questions,” he replied.
Which do you prefer, he was asked.
“Scotch Plains,” he replied.
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

Chairman Kenneth Lipstein invited Senator Corzine to Scotch Plains, and the junior
Senator accepted the invitation despite his
busy schedule. Mr. Lipstein told The Leader
and The Times that it was a big event for
Scotch Plains to have the Senator attend —
and it is particularly meaningful in that he
has local ties and understanding because
he is from Summit.
Senator Corzine spent the morning at
two Town Hall meetings and after the
Scotch Plains event he was scheduled to
appear that evening on television with his
counterpart and traveling partner Democratic United States Senator Robert
Torricelli.
Senator Torricelli accompanied Mr.
Corzine on his trip to Saudi Arabia and
Afghanistan. They visited American military forces based at Bagram, Afghanistan
and held discussions with Hamid Karzai,
the country’s interim government chairman.
At a press conference at the American
Embassy in Kabul, Senator Corzine said
the two Senators, “came to understand the
terms of rebuilding this nation, the kind of
resources that would be necessary, the
kind of time frame that may need to be
considered.”
According to a report from Radio Free

School Taxes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

unopposed.
The voting locations for Westfield
are shown on the Ward Map on page
16 of this edition.
The voting locations in Fanwood
are Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, for District Nos. 1 and 2;
Children’s Specialized Hospital, 330
South Avenue, for District No. 3;
Terrill Road Bible Chapel, 535 Terrill
Road, for District Nos. 4 and 5, and
the Fanwood Memorial Library,
North Avenue and Tillotson Road,
for District Nos. 6 and 7.
The voting locations in Scotch
Plains are Park Middle School, 580
Park Avenue, District Nos. 1, 2 and
3; Scotch Plains Public Library, 1927
Bartle Avenue, District Nos. 4 and 5;
Evergreen Elementary School, 2280
Evergreen Avenue, District Nos. 6, 7
and 8; Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Westfield Road, District No.
10; St. John’s Baptist Church, 2387
Morse Avenue, District No. 11;
McGinn Elementary School,
Roosevelt Avenue, District Nos. 12
and 13; Union Catholic High School,
Martine Avenue, District Nos. 14
and 15; Union County VocationalTechnical Schools, 1776 Raritan
Road, District Nos. 16 and 21; Terrill
Middle School, 1301 Terrill Road,
District Nos. 17 and 18, and Coles
Elementary School, 16 Kevin Road,
District Nos. 19 and 20.
The voting locations in
Mountainside are the Municipal
Building, 1385 Route 22, District
Nos. 1 and 6; Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church, 300 Central Avenue, District Nos. 2, 7, 8 and
9, and the Community Presbyterian
Church, Deer Path and Meeting
House Lane, District Nos. 3, 4 and 5.

OWEN BRAND

Europe, Senator Corzine was quoted as
saying, “I think we can go home with an
agenda of issues on trade, issues on education and military training that can be useful
in the discussions that we’ll have among
our colleagues in the Senate. And we come

away with a sense of great pride in what
America has done — but also the great
sense of responsibility that the mission
isn’t complete, that winning the war isn’t
winning a peace. We have much to do on
that score.”

Council Discusses Religious
Symbol Use On Town Property
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Councilman Rafael Betancourt said
that allowing the crèche last year was a
step forward, and that the town should
continue to be inclusive, and not change
for the sake of change. He added that
children do not know about politics or
religious conflict, and that the council
should not be changing the tradition.
He stated that it is the community’s job
to change the tradition, and that is not
what the council is elected to do. Councilman Betancourt added that no constituent has asked him to change the
current traditions.
Councilwoman Claire Lazarowitz said
that it was time to show our children the
change in the world, and that it should be
opened up to say “one Westfield” to
show our children what the community
can do to open up the world.
Councilwoman Susan Jacobson stated
that she felt the lighting of the spotlights
could be a part of the tradition. She went
on to say that the idea of the snowflakes
was a new idea that would set Westfield
apart from other communities and start a
new tradition.
Councilman Lawrence Goldman told
the council that at one point there was a
Christmas pageant at Westfield High
School and that students, who felt forced
to participate, opted out of the event. He
stated that everyone can have their traditions at their houses of worship and that
the town needs to walk down the middle
of the road on this issue and that the
message on the proposed sign says it all.
Councilman Matthew Albano stated
that it would be better to be all-inclusive
than to have nothing. Mayor McDermott
suggested having white lights on the tree
and then continuing the lights through
the center of town.
The council does not sponsor the tree
lighting, menorah, crèche or Santa coming
to town, they do however have to sign off on
approval permits to allow them. The council was unable to come to a consensus.
Discussion on changing the speed limit
on Mountain Avenue was brought up by
Town Administrator Jim Gildea. According to Mr. Gildea the posted speed limit
on the road is 25 miles an hour, but
because it is a county road the actual
speed limit is 35, and so the police can not
issue a ticket based on the posted signs.
The town will be petitioning Union
County to change the speed limit on the
road to 25, which would then allow police to enforce the posted speed limit.
Councilwoman Jacobson also suggested that the county be petitioned to
change the speed limit on West Broad
Street to 25 miles per hour. She cited that
the rate of speed was too high near the
community center.
Councilman Goldman brought up that
Prospect Street may fall under state aid
for re-paving in 2003, but if not it would
remain a priority project for that year. Mr.
Goldman went on to say that there will be
regular public announcements to the com-

munity on upcoming road projects in The
Westfield Leader and on TV-36.
Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh stated
that Tamaques Way would have a seal
put on it to stop further cracking, rather
than to be re-paved. He stated that the
road is structurally sound.
Councilwoman Jacobson stated that
the user fee for clean-up week should be
raised from $50 to $65 due to the fact that
the project went $18,000 over budget last
year. The contract for the bulky waste has
gone to Midco Waste System of New
Brunswick and will be transported as
750 pounds per truck load for a fee of
$58.78 a ton. The project will begin on
the first week in June.
Councilman Salisbury stated that the
Laws and Rules Committee had met with
the tree preservation committee to discuss
an ordinance that would require developers to leave a certain number of trees on
lots that are being torn down or subdivided. The ordinance would require that
the developer tear down no more than 75
percent of the trees on the property, and
would have to contribute $125 per tree
after the 75 percent. The monies would
then go into an escrow account so that the
town could plant new trees each year.
Mr. Gildea announced that all tickets
are now able to be paid on-line through
the town website.
The next public meeting will be held
on Tuesday, April 16, at 8 p.m.

Redevelopment
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Goldman stated that though he was not
present on Monday night he had read the
proposals, and was concerned that the
project was too small for Paulus. Mr.
Goldman went on to say that without a
price cap there would be an unknown
cost, though some of it may be able to be
billed to the developer, there was a risk
that the town could incur excess charges.
Councilman Kevin Walsh stated that he
was impressed by both Mr. Scotland, of
Paulus, and Mr. Goldsmith, of Atlantic.
Mayor Gregory McDermott cited that
Atlantic was sensitive to property matters,
which may come into play should the town
need to acquire any privately owned land.
Mayor McDermott asked for the opinions
of Mr. Marsh, Mr. Gildea, Robert Newell,
Chairman of the Planning Board and
Charlie Weidman, Chair of the Parking
Advisory Committee, who will be working closely with the redeveloper. They all
recommended Atlantic on the basis of a
strong project leader and that Westfield
would be their number one project.
The Atlantic Group was chosen in a 53 vote. Councilmen Lawrence Goldman,
Rafael Betancourt, Matt Albano, Carl
Salisbury and Mayor McDermott chose
Atlantic while Councilman Kevin Walsh
and Councilwomen Claire Lazarowitz
and Susan Jacobson chose Paulus. Councilman Echausse abstained from voting.

Your Hometown

Douglas M. Fasciale

MORTGAGE BANKER

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
by the Supreme Court of New Jersey
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tive,” echoed Republican
Municipal Chairman and
former Fanwood Mayor
Theodore “Ted” Trumpp,
adding that Mrs. Wood
was “interested in trying
to improve quality of life
for everyone in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.”
Besides serving as an
elected official, Mrs.
Wood put her talents and
energy to work in a variety
of business and civic venues over the years. A licensed real estate agent,
she carved out a successful career with Century 21
Taylor & Love in
Westfield, where she was
Vice President.
She was designated
Graduate Realtor Institute
and a Certified Real Estate Specialist from the
National Association of
Realtors.
A 23-year member of
the Century 21 Million
Suzette Stalker for The Times
Dollar Club, she also WINNING TICKET…In November of 2000, Reearned the New Jersey publicans Carol A. Wood and Council President
Association of Realtors Joel Whitaker enjoyed their victory after winning
(NJAR) Million Dollar two open seats on the Fanwood Borough Council.
Award for 23 years and
was a three-time recipient of the Century also been its President and received the
21 Centurion Award, the firm’s highest Paul Harris Fellow.
honor.
Mrs. Wood additionally was a memMrs. Wood became a member of the ber for 22 years of the Fanwood-Scotch
Westfield Board of Realtors in 1972, Plains YMCA Board of Directors, servserved on all of its committees and was ing six years as its President. She was
named a Director in 1987. She addition- Vice President of Fundraising at the time
ally served as President from 1994 to of her death, as well as a member of the
1995. Also active on various NJAR com- Board of Trustees and the Endowment
mittees and task forces, she was a mem- Committee.
ber of its Board of Directors in 1994 and
She also gave back to the community
1995.
over the years through her service on the
Mrs. Wood was honored as Realtor of Fanwood Planning Board and the nowthe Year by the Westfield Board of Real- defunct Fanwood Board of Adjustment,
tors in 1987 and again in 1993 and re- and on the borough’s Board of Health,
ceived the Community Service Award in Community Assessment and Strategic
1987.
Planning committees.
Recalling how they were once “friendly
She was a member of the Fanwood
competitors” at separate Mountainside Republican Club and the Union County
real estate agencies, Century 21 Presi- 200 Club.
dent Roger Love described how Mrs.
Originally from California, Mrs. Wood
Wood eventually came to work for him in had lived in Alexandria, Va., before com1976, after he had opened his own office ing to Fanwood in 1970. She was a
in Westfield.
graduate of the University of Illinois.
“She was a friend for many, many
Surviving are her husband, Lewis J.
years,” Mr. Love said this week. “She was Wood; her mother, Lois Lee Keller of
very community-minded, always putting Florida; her brother, Harrison Keller, 3rd,
service above self, whether it was the also of Florida, and her sister, Nancy
YMCA, the Rotary Club or Century 21.” Maher of Greece.
A member of the Fanwood-Scotch
A memorial service will be held at
Plains Rotary Club since 1993, Mrs. noon tomorrow, April 12, at the MemoWood was honored last April as the rial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
club’s Volunteer of the Year for her dedi- Fanwood. In lieu of flowers, memorial
cation to the organization and her pivotal donations may be made to the Fanwoodrole in various Rotary projects. During Scotch Plains YMCA, 1340 Martine
her tenure with the club, Mrs. Wood had Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076.

Fresh Faces Vie for New
Terms on November Ballot
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

families in distress, and served as a member of the Board of Directors of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra from 1996
to 1998. Last October, he joined the
Westfield United Fund September 11
Committee.
Mr. Caruana is married to his wife,
Darleen, and has two daughters; Patrina,
13, and Kristen Leigh, 11, who attend
Westfield schools.
Republican Rafael Bentancourt will
run against David Owens in the second
ward.
Incumbent candidate Rafael Betancourt
will be seeking his second term for council. He is a partner in the law firm of
Pisano, Triarsi & Betancourt in Cranford.
He is a graduate of Tulane University in
New Orleans and received his law degree
from the University of Puerto Rico.
Originally from San Juan, Puerto Rico,
Councilman Betancourt has resided in
Westfield for 17 years. He and his wife,
Epie, have two sons, Diego, 15, andAndres,
12, who attend Westfield schools. He was
Chairman of the New Jersey Supreme
Court’s Union County District Fee Arbitration Committee.
Councilman Betancourt served a combined 10 years as Westfield Town Prosecutor and Public Defender. He is a former
FBI agent and Assistant Union County
Prosecutor.
Mr. Owens has resided in Westfield
since 1979. While a volunteer for the
DWC, he helped formulate the strategy
and served as the spokesman for the Save
the Rialto Theater campaign that preserved the town’s movie theater.
He is currently a Trustee of theWestfield
Foundation, a member of the Patriot District Advancement Committee of the Boy
Scouts of America, a member of the Optimist Club of Westfield, and a volunteer
with CONTACT We Care.
He has been married for 33 years to
Westfield native Cathy Czarniak, a 1964
graduate ofWestfield High School (WHS).
Mr. Owens and his wife, Cathy, have three
sons, Christopher, a 1998 WHS graduate,
who will earn a Bachelor of Arts Degree
from Purdue University this year, and Neil
and Jeremy, members of the Class of 2002
at WHS and the proprietors of Owens
Brothers Landscaping, Inc.
Mr. Owens is a public relations and
cross-cultural communications consultant. He founded Compass Advisory Services in 1994 after serving for eight years
as Vice President and Manager of Editorial and Creative Services for a joint venture of the American public relations firm
Burson-Marsteller and the Japanese advertising agency, Dentsu. He was previously an executive with Japan Society in
New York and a public information officer
with the Consulate General of Japan in
Chicago.
He holds an Master of Arts Degree in
Japanese Language and Literature from
the University of Michigan in 1975 and a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in History from
Ohio Wesleyan University in 1969.
Incumbent Democrat Claire Lazarowitz
will be running against Republican Andy

Skivitsky in the third ward.
Councilwoman Lazarowitz is running
for her second term on council. She ran
unsuccessfully against Neil Sullivan in
1999, and was appointed to fill the vacancy left by John Walsh in early 2000 and
was reelected again in November.
Prior to serving on the council, Councilwoman Lazarowitz had been involved
as a Cub Scout leader and served on the
BRAKES (Bikers, Runners and Kids Are
Entitled to Safety) Committee.
Councilwoman Lazarowitz has chaired
the Solid Waste Committee, is currently
the chair of the Public Safety Committee
and is on the Board of Trustees for the
Westfield Neighborhood Council.
Councilwoman Lazarowitz is a fitness
instructor and personal exercise trainer.
She and her husband, Barry, have resided
in Westfield since 1989 and have a 16year-old son, Jake, who attends WHS.
Mr. Skibitsky graduated cum laude from
Rider College and has worked for
Schering-Plough for the last 14 years. He
serves as a volunteer on Westfield’s Housing Commission, represents Westfield on
the Union County Community Development Revenue Sharing Committee, and
serves as a coach in Westfield’s Wrestling
League.
He has been married to his wife, Debbie,
for 15 years, and has one daughter, Hope,
and three sons, Drew, Shane and Troy, all
of whom attend Westfield schools.
Councilman Larry Goldman will run
against Christopher Panagos in the fourth
ward.
Incumbent Democrat Goldman was
first elected to the Town Council in 1996.
He held the position of Acting Mayor
1997-2000 and alternate Acting Mayor in
2002. Councilman Goldman is presently
the Chair of the Public Works Committee.
He is presently serving as the Town Council representative to the Board of Trustees,
DWC. Councilman Goldman was the
Chairman of the Westfield Democratic
Committee, 1991-2000.
Councilman Goldman is Shareholder/
Director of Gibbons, Del Deo, Dolan,
Griffinger & Vecchione, a Newark-based
law firm and a member of the Corporate
Finance Department. He and his wife,
Cindy, have two children, Bethany, presently a WHS senior and Andrew, a seventh
grader.
Mr. Panagos will be opposing Councilman Goldman. He graduated cum laude
from Tufts University in Medford, Mass.
In 2001, he received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Electrical Engineering and
Bio-Medical Engineering. He is a lifetime
resident of Westfield and a 1997 WHS
graduate. He was active on the WHS
swim team, where he won two state championships.
Mr. Panagos is employed at Novartis
Pharmaceuticals and will be attending Seton
Hall Law in the fall as a Chancellor Scholar.
He has also been active at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.
All the candidates will run unopposed
on the June 4 primary ballot, but will face
each other in the November 5 election.
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Candidates Revealed
For SP, FW Councils
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Six candidates have been placed
on the November 5 ballot for three
seats in Scotch Plains, while the
Borough of Fanwood has four candidates for the two council seats.
Republican candidates for this
year’s Township Council elections
include incumbents Frank Rossi and
Guy Celentano, and Nancy Malool.
Mr. Rossi, who is now serving as
Deputy Mayor, is finishing up his
third year on the Township Council,
while Mr. Celentano is completing
the remaining year of the unexpired
term of the late Tarquin Bromley.
Ms. Malool has served on the
Scotch Plains Planning Board, Ethics Review Board and Cultural Arts
Committee. She also served for seven
years as chief legislative aide to the
late Assemblyman Alan Augustine.
She is married to Paul Malool, a
Captain in the Scotch Plains Volunteer Fire Department, and Emergency
Management coordinator for the
Township. Paul and Nancy have two
daughters, Amanda and Emily.
Ms. Malool is a graduate of
Farleigh Dickinson University with
a Masters Degree in Public Administration and is now completing her
third year at Seton Hall Law School.
Three Scotch Plains Democrats
have also announced their intention
to seek the three Township Council
seats that will be contested in this
November’s election. The candidates
are incumbent Geri Samuel, as well
as newcomers Shelia Ellington and
George Gowen.
Ms. Samuel served as Scotch Plains
Mayor in 1999. She has served on a
number of committees and boards,
including the Municipal Alliance,
Senior Citizens Advisory Committee, Senior Citizens Housing Board,
Cultural Arts Committee, League of
Municipalities, Towne Centre Task
Force, Telecommunications and Technology Advisory Committees, Recreation Commission, Environmental
Commission, Council Liaison to the
Scotch Plains Fire Department, Planning Board, and Master Plan Review
Committee. She is a member of the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association and the FanwoodScotch Plains Rotary.
Ms. Samuel is the Development
Chair of Prevention Links, a substance abuse prevention organization.
She serves on the Temple Board at her
Synagogue. She is the Vice-Chair of
the New Jersey Regional Board of the
Anti-Defamation League. In addition
to serving the community in these
capacities, she is a member of the
volunteer Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.
She lives with her husband, Richard Samuel, and their two sons, Matthew and Ryan.
Ms. Ellington is an attorney. In
addition to her undergraduate and law
degrees, she holds a Master’s Degree
in Public Administration. Early in her
career, she served as a judicial law
clerk. She was an Assistant Prosecutor in the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office and continued her career as a
prosecutor as a deputy attorney general in the New Jersey Division of

Criminal Justice, in the Corruption
and Governmental Integrity Bureau.
Ms. Ellington is currently a solo
practitioner and serves as a substitute
municipal prosecutor. She has been
involved in women’s issues and was a
member of the Planning Committee
for the Governor’s Conference on
Women’s Issues in 2001 and is currently a member of the New Jersey
Supreme Court Committee on Women
in the Courts. She has also conducted
a seminar on issues regarding domestic violence at her church.
In addition to her professional pursuits, Ms. Ellington has performed
community service with One to One
Mentoring, lending assistance to elementary school aged children. She
is active in her church and serves in
the counseling ministry program.
She lives with her husband, John
Whetstone, and their daughter Shelby.
Mr. Gowen has an extensive business background in the area of information technology at the senior level.
During his career, he has served as an
advertising account executive, director of advertising, corporate communications officer, assistant vicepresident of information technology
and corporate communications, and
vice-president of management information services/information technology. His responsibilities have included market research and analysis,
corporate communications projects,
introduction of emerging technologies, strategic planning, managing
budgets, selecting and overseeing
vendors, and directing project teams.
Mr. Gowen currently operates his
own Internet-based business,
ShootingStar Group, LLC.
He has been active in his church as
a Sunday school teacher and in working with pre-teen youth. Mr. Gowen
lives with his wife, Jane Gowen, and
their two sons, Zachary and Spencer.
In the Fanwood race, Republican
incumbent Stuart Kline, an attorney,
will seek his third term this year.
Republican Thomas Ryan is com-

For Scotch Plains Council:
Three 4-Year Terms

By FRED ROSSI
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Bill Sheppard for The Times

GETTING THE STORY…Intern reporter of The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Jeremy Lipstein, far right, and his brother, Andrew, left, meet with Democratic
U.S. Senator Jon Corzine on Sunday at the Scotch Hills Country Club during the
Scotch Plains Democratic fundraiser. Jeremy and Andrew are the sons of Scotch
Plains Democratic Party Chairman Kenneth Lipstein. See story on Page 8.

On Tuesday evening, after two
months of discussion and revision,
the Scotch Plains Township Council
formally introduced a 2002 municipal budget that is 1.6 percent higher
than last year’s spending plan but
will necessitate a 5-point increase in
the property tax rate for local government purposes.
The $17.916 million budget proposal is about $200,000 less than
what was originally put forth to the
council in February by Township
Manager Thomas Atkins. A series of
subsequent cuts reduced the initial
tax hike from eight points to five
points, one of which is earmarked to
fund the new Length of Service
Awards Program (LOSAP) for the
local fire department and rescue
squad.
As a result, the tax rate to fund the
township government will go from
$1.01 per $100 of assessed value to
$1.06. The average assessed home in
Scotch Plains is valued at $117,000.
If 2002-2003 Scotch Plains-

Fanwood school district’s budget is
approved by voters next week, the
tax rate to fund local education will
increase from $3.66 per $100 to
$3.97. If the Union County budget is
approved, the portion of the property
tax bill that funds county services
and activities will be higher, although
it’s still unclear as to how much.
Figures published in The Star-Ledger on Sunday were incorrect and
too high, according to Mr. Atkins.
Thus, if all three budgets are
passed, the property tax bill on the
average assessed home will increase
just under 8 percent, or about $527.
Slightly less than two-thirds of property taxes will fund education, with
just under 18 percent earmarked for
the county government and slightly
more than 17 percent directed to the
township government.
The largest hikes in this year’s
municipal budget came from health
insurance and workers compensa-

tion coverage, which increased by
about $225,000; salaries and wages
for the Police Department, up
$205,000; the new LOSAP program,
which will cost about $71,000; and
the public library, whose budget will
increase by $99,000.
Mr. Atkins told the council that he
“has never seen a rougher year on the
revenue side.” He noted that the anticipated surplus this year is $1.9
million, down $487,000 from last
year. Interest income last year totaled about $317,000, less than half
the 2000 level, and municipal court
revenue last year declined $40,000,
to $196,000.
The public hearing and vote on the
budget will be held on Tuesday, May
14.
In other business at its regular
meeting, the council passed a resolution urging the Governor and State
Legislature to financially support the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

PAGE INDEX

Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

www.goleader.com

Obituary ........ 17
Education ...... 18
Sports ............ 9

Real Estate .... 16
A&E .............. 19-20

(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.com

FIFTY CENTS

Voting For School Taxes, BOE
Candidates to Occur April 16
Specially Written for The Times

Some of Biggest SP Budget Hikes
Come From Wages, LOSAP, Library
Specially Written for The Times
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By HORACE CORBIN

(GOP)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Voters in the region, including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside, will be asked to
approve or reject record hikes in
school taxes this coming Tuesday,
April 16.
They will also be asked to elect a
largely unopposed slate of candidates for their respective municipalities’ boards of education. Polls will
be open from 2 to 9 p.m.
Turnout for voting has traditionally been light, although this year,
voter participation may increase as
property taxes are projected to jump
significantly. It has been estimated

by this newspaper, supported by published data, that the average homeowner in the region may see his or
her property tax increase by about 10
percent this year.
The projected jump in property
taxes for this year will be due largely
to the size of the school tax increases
proposed, along with additional tax
increases intended by Union County
and the municipal governments.
School tax accounts for about 65
percent of the total property tax.
County and municipal taxes share
the remainder about equally.
Property taxes are also expected to
rise as a result of recent bonds approved by the public for expanding

school facilities. Increased state subsidies are not available this year to
soften the impact on local property
owners.
The 2002-2003 proposed Westfield
public school budget is $65.4 million. The 2002-2003 proposed Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school budget is $55.2 million. The 2002-2003
proposed Mountainside public school
budget is $10.9 million.
Candidates for the boards of education are running unopposed in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and in
Mountainside. Westfield has four
candidates vying for three seats.
In Westfield, Board President
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Friends Recall Many Contributions
Of Councilwoman Carol A. Wood
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Remembering Fanwood Councilwoman Carol A. Wood this week,
friends and colleagues most often
described her as someone who gave
her all for the community she had
called home for more than 30 years.
Known as much for her volunteer spirit as for her success as a
realtor and a member of the governing body, Mrs. Wood, 57, died
last Sunday at her home. A Republican, she was elected to her inaugural term in November of 2000.
Mayor Louis Jung said Monday
that one of the things which most
impressed him about Mrs. Wood
was “how much she loved the community; she just loved being here.”
“We’re going to miss her big
time; she was a doer, she got things
done,” he continued, noting that
flags at Borough Hall and the
Fanwood Memorial Library would
be flown at half-mast this week in
tribute to Mrs. Wood. “We’ve lost
a good friend, someone everybody
liked,” he said.
“I think it’s a loss to the town and
to the community where she was
so very active,” echoed Republican Municipal Chairman and
former Fanwood Mayor Theodore
“Ted” Trumpp, adding that Mrs.
Wood was “interested in trying to
improve quality of life for everyone in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.”
Besides serving as an elected
official, Mrs. Wood put her talents
and energy to work in a variety of
business and civic venues over the
years. A licensed real estate agent,

she carved out a successful career with
Century 21 Taylor &
Love in Westfield,
where she was Vice
President.
She was designated
Graduate Realtor Institute and a Certified
Real Estate Specialist from the National
Association of Realtors.
A 23-year member
of the Century 21
Million Dollar Club,
she also earned the
New Jersey Association of Realtors
(NJAR) Million Dollar Award for 23 years
and was a three-time
recipient of the Century 21 Centurion
Award, the firm’s
highest honor.
Mrs. Wood became
a member of the
Suzette Stalker for The Times
Westfield Board of WINNING TICKET…In November of 2000, ReRealtors in 1972, publicans Carol A. Wood and Council President
served on all of its Joel Whitaker enjoyed their victory after winning
committees and was two open seats on the Fanwood Borough Council.
named a Director in
1987. She additionally served as vice Award in 1987.
Recalling how they were once
President from 1994 to 1995. Also
active on various NJAR committees “friendly competitors” at separate
and task forces, she was a member of Mountainside real estate agencies,
its Board of Directors in 1994 and Century 21 President Roger Love described how Mrs. Wood eventually
1995.
Mrs. Wood was honored as Real- came to work for him in 1976, after he
tor of the Year by the Westfield Board had opened his own office in Westfield.
“She was a friend for many, many
of Realtors in 1987 and again in 1993
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
and received the Community Ser-

FW Council Mourns Mrs. Wood;
Budget Will Debut Next Week
By KIMBERLY MERZ
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
started its regular meeting on Tuesday
night with “heavy hearts,” in the words
of Mayor Louis Jung, following the
sudden death last Sunday of Councilwoman Carol A. Wood at her home.
“Obviously, we were all
shocked…we lost a great friend,
strong Fanwood citizen, perfect volunteer, and we’ll miss her greatly,”
Mayor Jung said, prior to calling the
meeting to order.
Borough Council President Joel
Whitaker, who shared a victorious
GOP ticket with Mrs. Wood in November of 2000, said the councilwoman “approached her meetings
with eagerness, with thoroughness
and with compassion.”
Mrs. Wood, a realtor who had also
been a member of the Fanwood Planning Board, the Board of Adjustment
and the Board of Health over the
years, was serving her first term on
the governing body.
“As Chairperson for the Public
Works Committee, she was instrumental in (developing) the public
works budget...as a councilwoman,
she stood for fiscal prudence, but not
for miserliness. She often reminded
us that our employees are our most
valuable assets,” Mr. Whitaker remarked.
“Carol told me that she thought
representing the people of Fanwood
on this council was a high honor and
a great privilege,” he continued.
“Carol earned that right through years

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

of dedicated service to Fanwood and
Scotch Plains.
“I know, Mayor, that I speak for the
council, that she will be sorely missed,
and extend our sincere condolences
to her beloved Lew, and to her nieces
and to all the members of her family,”
Councilman Whitaker said.
Under other business that evening,
officials revealed that renovations to

Forest Road Park are now completed,
with almost two acres of sod grass
having been laid.
An ordinance was passed giving
the Borough Council the option to
give an examination for the positions
of Police Chief and Captain, when
individuals are being considered for
promotion.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

COMING TO THE RESCUE…On April 5, at approximately 8:30 p.m., Scotch
Plains student Chris Zidonick, 17, crashed his red Chevy Cavalier into a tree on
Fenimore Drive in Scotch Plains. The car, which belonged to the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School junior, landed on its side. Members of the Scotch Plains
Fire Department, Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, and the Overlook Hospital
Paramedic Unit were on the scene. Lieutenant Jeffrey Ellis and investigative
police officer Susan Butler took control at the scene.
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Fresh Faces Vie for New
Terms on November Ballot
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Bill Sheppard for The Times

SENATOR SUPPORT…Democratic U.S. Senator Jon Corzine, left, posed last Sunday with Democratic candidates for
Scotch Plains Council and Seventh Congressional District candidate Tim Carden, far right. Pictured, left to right, are:
Senator Corzine, council candidates Shelia Ellington, Geri Samuel, George Gowen and Mr. Carden.

Senator Corzine Tells SP Audience
About Afghanistan and Terrorism
By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
United States Senator Jon Corzine attended a fundraiser Sunday afternoon
at the Scotch Hills Country Club to
address the Scotch Plains Democratic
Committee, supporters, local candidates and members of the public. The
event was informal and approximately
60 enthusiastic attendees conducted
casual conversations with the Senator.
The Senator recanted impressions
from his recent trip to Afghanistan and
Saudi Arabia. “We’re at a very unique
time in American history. We (Americans) are being challenged more so
than any time in the past 20 years —
since the Vietnam War. It’s hard to get
your mind around the hatred that exists
in the region. Terrorism, fanaticism is
an enemy of all peoples. I came away
with a positive feeling for the future of
Afghanistan even though there was an
attempted coup of the Afghan Interim
government the Wednesday we were
there,” said the Senator.
Speaking on a variety of domestic
and world subjects in a relaxed conversational tone, he said, “It is imperative
for us in America to stand behind our
ally, Israel.” Commenting on the Saudi
peace plan, “The Peace plan offered by
Saudi Arabia is not a detailed plan but
a proposal, a beginning. It is a ticket of
admission to the negotiating table.” On
drugs he said, “We must recognize the
interconnectivity of drug dealing and
terrorism.”
Mr. Corzine emphasized, “I take
great pride in being a Democrat. We
need to work in many areas like education, lowering class size and rebuilding
school infrastructure.”
Looking at the local Democratic candidates, he commented, “I’ve been in
the minority and the majority in the
past 15 months and I know which is
better.”
Before concluding the public session, the Senator took a few questions
from the audience. One questioner
asked, “Where are the voices of moderation in the Mideast?” To which he
responded, “As I said earlier, the Saudi

proposal is a positive ingredient to
peace. It is a real ticket to the table of
negotiations.” Senator Corzine praised
President Bush’s handling of the events
of September 11. “President Bush did
a good job,” he said.
Referring to himself as a “rookie
politician,” he offered a suggestion to
his fellow Democrats — “The political
right have incredible think tanks that
disseminate their conservatism. We
need to do the same. We (the Democratic Party) need to get the word out
utilizing common vehicles.”
Senator Corzine told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and The
Westfield Leader at the private gathering that followed, “I had the opportunity to visit with our troops in Bagram,
Afghanistan just north of Kabul.
America should be proud of these young
men and women. I was approached and
had personal conversations with many
who were from New Jersey. It was a
privilege to have met them.”
The Leader/The Times asked, “You
are to appear on television tonight, is
there anything you’ll say there you
haven’t told the audience here this afternoon.”
“No, that’s a different forum where
you’re confined to responding to their
questions.”
Which do you prefer, he was asked.
“Scotch Plains,” he replied.
The Scotch Plains Democratic Committee Chairman Kenneth Lipstein invited United States Senator Jon Corzine
to Scotch Plains and the junior Senator
accepted the invitation despite his busy
schedule. Mr. Lipstein told The Leader/
The Times that it was a big event for
Scotch Plains to have the Senator attend — and it is particularly meaningful in that he has local ties and understanding because he is from Summit.
Senator Corzine spent the morning
at two Town Hall meetings and after
the Scotch Plains event he was scheduled to appear that evening on television with his counterpart and traveling

SP Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F Races
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

pleting his first term and will not seek
reelection. Andrew Calamaras, who is
currently on the Fanwood Planning
Board, will run from the Republican
ticket.
Democrats Tom Plante and Jack
Molenaar will be running for the two
seats. Mr. Molenaar is a professional
planner. He has served on the Fanwood
Downtown Revitalization Committee
and the Fanwood Community Assessment Committee.
Mr. Plante and his wife, Patricia, have
a daughter Kerry. He has been a resident
of Fanwood since 1988. He is the Assistant Public Information Officer for the
County of Union, as well as a member of
the Fanwood Cultural Arts Committee, a
parishioner at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Catholic Church and President
of the Fanwood Democratic Club.
* * * * *
Jennifer Pinto and Suzette F. Stalker
contributed to this article.

REDI-Shared Services program and release $64,000 in previously approved
REDI grant funds to Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and the joint board of education to be used as part of the shared
services efforts being undertaken by the
three entities.
The state government in recent years
has been urging more shared services as
a way of cutting costs, and Councilwoman Paulette Coronato said, “this is
where we secure the nuts and bolts that
keep property taxes low.”
On another matter, Mayor Martin
Marks announced that Union County
will conduct two special waste cleanup
efforts in the coming months that will
allow county residents to dispose of
household items not normally picked up
by trash haulers or by the township.
Items such as oil-based paint and varnishes, anti-freeze, aerosol cans, pesticides, motor oil, gasoline and batteries
can be disposed of on Saturday, April 13,
at the Schering-Plough facility in
Kenilworth from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and at
the Lucent facility in New Providence on
Saturday, June 8, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

OWEN BRAND

partner Democratic United States Senator Robert Torricelli.
Senators Corzine and Torricelli just
returned from a trip abroad that included Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan.
They visited American military forces
based at Bagram, Afghanistan and held
discussions with Hamid Karzai, the
country’s interim government chairman.
At a press conference at the American Embassy in Kabul, Senator Corzine
said the two Senators, “came to understand the terms of rebuilding this nation, the kind of resources that would
be necessary, the kind of time frame
that may need to be considered.”
According to a report from Radio
Free Europe, Corzine was quoted as
saying, “I think we can go home with
an agenda of issues on trade, issues on
education and military training that
can be useful in the discussions that
we’ll have among our colleagues in the
Senate. And we come away with a
sense of great pride in what America
has done — but also the great sense of
responsibility that the mission isn’t
complete, that winning the war isn’t
winning a peace. We have much to do
on that score.”

WESTFIELD -- This November
brings a term change from two to three
years for all seats on the Westfield Town
Council, as well as the position of
Westfield Mayor. One seat from each of
the four wards is up for election this
November, as well as the mayoral race.
Republican Mayor Gregory
McDermott will face Democrat Tom
Fuccillo in the mayoral race this fall.
This is Mayor McDermott’s second
run for Mayor; he was elected in 2000.
Previous to that, he was elected as First
Ward Councilman in 1997 and was reelected in 1999. He is Vice President of
Drew & Rogers, Inc., a printing company based in West Caldwell.
Mayor McDermott holds a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Business Administration from Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania.
He has also directed and coached in
the Westfield Soccer Association and is a
parishioner at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield. He and his wife,
Andrea, have four children, Bryan,
Maggie, Melissa and Patricia.
In 2001, Mr. Fuccillo ran for the second ward seat, but was defeated by incumbent Republican Matthew Albano.
Mr. Fuccillo has been a resident of
Westfield since 1998. He and his wife,
Kristin, have two sons, Thomas, 3, and
Michael, 10 months.
Mr. Fuccillo is a graduate of the University of Rochester in Rochester, N.Y.
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science. He earned his law degree
from St. John’s University. He is an attorney for an investment management firm
in New York, where he serves as associate general counsel.
While Carl Salisbury has decided not
to run for a third term in the first ward, he
stated that he has always felt that serving
on the council was a temporary volunteer
position. It is his personal philosophy to
step down and let others serve.
“I am looking forward to getting back
to my wife and daughter,” Mr. Salisbury
told The Westfield Leader.
Two newcomers are entering the race
in the first ward, Mark Kuehn and Sal
Caruana.
Mr. Kuehn lives in Westfield with his
wife, Margaret, and their two children,
Tim, 12, and Elizabeth, 8. He is a business and corporate attorney with the
Westfield law firm of Lindabury,

School Taxes
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FW Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

According to Police Commissioner
Thomas Ryan, the ordinance also requires the minimum service of one
year for lieutenants to be promoted to
a superior position, and to attend an
established Command Staff School.
“It requires testing, evaluation,
papers. It (Command Staff course) is
very intense. Not everyone who goes
through the course passes. It teaches
people how to command,” Councilman Ryan explained.
“Both of our candidates, up for
Chief and for Captain, have completed this already. The first ever to
do this,” Mr. Ryan continued.
An ordinance was passed on first
reading restricting parking on a portion of the south side of Tillotson
Road, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
“This will alleviate some of the
concerns (in that area),” Mayor Jung
said.
Patrick Bellone, who is retiring as
a Foreman in the Fanwood Public
Works Department, was honored for
his 45 years of service.
As one example of his dedication,
Mayor Jung recalled how Mr. Bellone
would sleep in one of the jail cells at
the old Borough Hall building on
Watson Road during heavy snowstorms, “so that he was immediately
available in a crisis.”
Mr. Bellone likewise praised the
community of which he has so long
been a part. “I lived in Fanwood, I
worked in Fanwood, I shopped in
Fanwood, and, once in a great while,
we left Fanwood. It’s a great place to
live…it’s a great community…if you
can’t work for them (Fanwood), live
with them,” he commented.
The governing body is expected to
introduce its 2002 municipal budget
at a special meeting on Wednesday,
April 17, at 7 p.m. at Fanwood Borough Hall.

Arlene Gardner is seeking her third term.
The other contenders for the three seats
are newcomers George Kattak, William
Ziff and Alice Hunnicutt.
In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, newcomer
Susan Dyckman is running unopposed
for the Fanwood seat. For the two Scotch
Plains vacancies, incumbent Edward
Saradaki, running for his third term, and
newcomer Trip Whitehouse are unopposed.
In Mountainside, incumbents Peter
Goggi and John Standish Perrin, both
seeking second terms, are also unopposed.
The voting locations for Westfield are
shown on the Ward Map on page 16 of
this edition.
The voting locations in Fanwood are
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, for District Nos. 1 and 2; Children’s
Specialized Hospital, 330 South Avenue,
for District No. 3; Terrill Road Bible
Chapel, 535 Terrill Road, for District
Nos. 4 and 5, and the Fanwood Memorial Library, North Avenue and Tillotson
Road, for District Nos. 6 and 7.
The voting locations in Scotch Plains
are Park Middle School, 580 Park Avenue, District Nos. 1, 2 and 3; Scotch
Plains Public Library, 1927 Bartle Avenue, District Nos. 4 and 5; Evergreen
Elementary School, 2280 Evergreen
Avenue, District Nos. 6, 7 and 8; Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, Westfield
Road, District No. 10; St. John’s Baptist
Church, 2387 Morse Avenue, District
No. 11; McGinn Elementary School,
Roosevelt Avenue, District Nos. 12 and
13; Union Catholic High School, Martine
Avenue, District Nos. 14 and 15; Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools,
1776 Raritan Road, District Nos. 16 and
21; Terrill Middle School, 1301 Terrill
Road, District Nos. 17 and 18, and Coles
Elementary School, 16 Kevin Road, District Nos. 19 and 20.
The voting locations in Mountainside
are the Municipal Building, 1385 Route
22, District Nos. 1 and 6; Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church, 300
Central Avenue, District Nos. 2, 7, 8 and
9, and the Community Presbyterian
Church, Deer Path and Meeting House
Lane, District Nos. 3, 4 and 5.
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McCormick & Estabrook.
He graduated from Ohio University
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Mathematics in 1974, received a law degree in
1981 from the College of William &
Mary, and graduated from New York
University School of Law with a Masters
of Law in Taxation in 1982.
After several years, Mr. Kuehn left his
career in law for the business and financial worlds. During his 17 years in business, he participated in owning, running
and consulting for smaller and mid-sized
businesses, including co-founding
Morristown-based General Messenger
Service, Inc.; buying, running and selling Morris County based Penny Press,
Inc., and running Americas First Capital
Corporation of NewYork City and Wayne
Kerr Electronics of Boston.
Mr. Kuehn re-entered private practice
in early 2001 to provide practical legal
and business advice to companies and
business owners. He is a member of the
New Jersey, Virginia and Florida State
Bar Associations, and is active with several professional groups.
Mr. Kuehn is active with the Westfield
Y’s Men’s Club, the Westfield Rotary,
the Board of Directors of the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the American
Red Cross, and several area Chambers of
Commerce.
Sal Caruana is President and CEO of
Foster Capital Corporation, an investment management company he founded
in 1991. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa
and summa cum laude from Binghamton
University and went on to Cornell Law
School.
Mr. Caruana has been involved in local civic organizations and charities in
Westfield. He is currently serving his
third year as a Director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) and is in
his sixth year as a volunteer coach for
youth softball, soccer and basketball
teams.
In 1999, he endowed the Caruana Family Fund at the Westfield Foundation to
assist the medical care and special needs
of local children from families in distress, and served as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra from 1996 to 1998. Last
October, he joined the Westfield United
Fund September 11 Committee.
Mr. Caruana is married to his wife,
Darleen, and has two daughters; Patrina,
13, and Kristen Leigh, 11, who attend
Westfield schools.
Republican Rafael Bentancourt will
run against David Owens in the second
ward.
Incumbent candidate Rafael
Betancourt will be seeking his second
term for council. He is a partner in the law
firm of Pisano, Triarsi & Betancourt in
Cranford. He is a graduate of Tulane
University in New Orleans and received
his law degree from the University of
Puerto Rico.
Originally from San Juan, Puerto Rico,
Councilman Betancourt has resided in

Carol Wood
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years,” Mr. Love said this week. “She
was very community-minded, always
putting service above self, whether it
was the YMCA, the Rotary Club or
Century 21.”
A member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club since 1993, Mrs.
Wood was honored last April as the
club’s Volunteer of the Year for her dedication to the organization and her pivotal
role in various Rotary projects. During
her tenure with the club, Mrs. Wood had
also been its President and received the
Paul Harris Fellow.
Mrs. Wood additionally was a member for 22 years of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA Board of Directors, serving six years as its President. She was
Vice President of Fundraising at the time
of her death, as well as a member of the
Board of Trustees and the Endowment
Committee.
She also gave back to the community
over the years through her service on the
Fanwood Planning Board and the nowdefunct Fanwood Board of Adjustment,
and on the borough’s Board of Health,
Community Assessment and Strategic
Planning committees.
She was a member of the Fanwood
Republican Club and the Union County
200 Club.
Originally from California, Mrs. Wood
had lived in Alexandria, Va., before coming to Fanwood in 1970. She was a
graduate of the University of Illinois.
Surviving are her husband, Lewis J.
Wood; her mother, Lois Lee Keller of
Florida; her brother, Harrison Keller, 3rd,
also of Florida, and her sister, Nancy
Maher of Greece.
A memorial service will be held at
noon tomorrow, April 12, at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made to the FanwoodScotch Plains YMCA, 1340 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076.

Mirabelli and Turner to Run
Uncontested in Mountainside
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Westfield for 17 years. He and his wife,
Epie, have two sons, Diego, 15, and
Andres, 12, who attend Westfield schools.
He was Chairman of the New Jersey
Supreme Court’s Union County District
Fee Arbitration Committee.
Councilman Betancourt served a combined 10 years as Westfield Town Prosecutor and Public Defender. He is a former
FBI agent and Assistant Union County
Prosecutor.
Mr. Owens has resided in Westfield
since 1979. While a volunteer for the
DWC, he helped formulate the strategy
and served as the spokesman for the Save
the Rialto Theater campaign that preserved the town’s movie theater.
He is currently a Trustee of the
Westfield Foundation, a member of the
Patriot District Advancement Committee of the Boy Scouts of America, a
member of the Optimist Club ofWestfield,
and a volunteer with CONTACT We
Care.
He has been married for 33 years to
Westfield native Cathy Czarniak, a 1964
graduate of Westfield High School (WHS).
Mr. Owens and his wife, Cathy, have three
sons, Christopher, a 1998 WHS graduate,
who will earn a Bachelor of Arts Degree
from Purdue University this year, and Neil
and Jeremy, members of the Class of 2002
at WHS and the proprietors of Owens
Brothers Landscaping, Inc.
Mr. Owens is a public relations and
cross-cultural communications consultant.
He founded Compass Advisory Services
in 1994 after serving for eight years as Vice
President and Manager of Editorial and
Creative Services for a joint venture of the
American public relations firm BursonMarsteller and the Japanese advertising
agency, Dentsu. He was previously an
executive with Japan Society in New York
and a public information officer with the
Consulate General of Japan in Chicago.
He holds an Master of Arts Degree in
Japanese Language and Literature from
the University of Michigan in 1975 and a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in History from
Ohio Wesleyan University in 1969.
Incumbent Democrat Claire
Lazarowitz will be running against RepublicanAndy Skivitsky in the third ward.
Councilwoman Lazarowitz is running
for her second term on council. She ran
unsuccessfully against Neil Sullivan in
1999, and was appointed to fill the vacancy left by John Walsh in early 2000
and was reelected again in November.
Prior to serving on the council, Councilwoman Lazarowitz had been involved
as a Cub Scout leader and served on the
BRAKES (Bikers, Runners and Kids
Are Entitled to Safety) Committee.
Councilwoman Lazarowitz has chaired
the Solid Waste Committee, is currently
the chair of the Public Safety Committee
and is on the Board of Trustees for the
Westfield Neighborhood Council.
Councilwoman Lazarowitz is a fitness
instructor and personal exercise trainer.
She and her husband, Barry, have resided
in Westfield since 1989 and have a 16year-old son, Jake, who attends WHS.
Mr. Skibitsky graduated cum laude from
Rider College and has worked for ScheringPlough for the last 14 years. He serves as a
volunteer on Westfield’s Housing Commission, represents Westfield on the Union
County Community Development Revenue Sharing Committee, and serves as a
coach in Westfield’s Wrestling League.
He has been married to his wife, Debbie,
for 15 years, and has one daughter, Hope,
and three sons, Drew, Shane and Troy, all
of whom attend Westfield schools.
Councilman Larry Goldman will run
against Christopher Panagos in the fourth
ward.
Incumbent Democrat Goldman was
first elected to the Town Council in 1996.
He held the position of Acting Mayor
1997-2000 and alternate Acting Mayor
in 2002. Councilman Goldman is presently the Chair of the Public Works Committee. He is presently serving as the
Town Council representative to the Board
of Trustees, DWC. Councilman Goldman
was the Chairman of the Westfield Democratic Committee, 1991-2000.
Councilman Goldman is Shareholder/
Director of Gibbons, Del Deo, Dolan,
Griffinger & Vecchione, a Newark-based
law firm and a member of the Corporate
Finance Department. He and his wife,
Cindy, have two children, Bethany, presently a WHS senior and Andrew, a seventh grader.
Mr. Panagos will be opposing Councilman Goldman. He graduated cum
laude from Tufts University in Medford,
Mass. In 2001, he received his Bachelor
of Science Degree in Electrical Engineering and Bio-Medical Engineering.
He is a lifetime resident of Westfield and
a 1997 WHS graduate. He was active on
the WHS swim team, where he won two
state championships.
Mr. Panagos is employed at Novartis
Pharmaceuticals and will be attending
Seton Hall Law in the fall as a Chancellor
Scholar. He has also been active at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.
All the candidates will run unopposed
on the June 4 primary ballot, but will face
each other in the November 5 election.

MOUNTAINSIDE -- Mountainside
Borough Council incumbent candidates Paul Mirabelli and Keith Turner
will run uncontested for reelection.
Mr. Turner is seeking his fourth
term on the council, and has been a
resident of Mountainside since 1958.
He has served as Council President,
and on the Recreation Commission,
Fire Commissioner and Planning
Board Liaison.
Mr. Mirabelli has been a borough
resident since 1990. This will be his
third run for council. He has served on

the Fire and Police Department Commissions, and has been Liaison to the
Planning Board, Rescue Squad and
Tax Assessor’s office.
Democratic Committee Chairman
Michael Krasner told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood the committee felt they could do its best
work in the borough by going to
council meetings and bringing issues to light. “We can do our best
work by being watchdogs,” Mr.
Krasner said.
In the history of the borough of
Mountainside no democrat has held a
seat on the council.
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Scotch Plains Recreation Events
Adult Dance held on Saturdays will
teach several dances to adults, such as
Salsa, Meringue, Hustle, Swing and
the Cha-Cha. The fee is $70 per couple
or $45 per person.
Punjabi Weaving, a type of knitting/crocheting, will be geared to mature adults. Classes are Mondays and
the cost is $35 for residents and $40 for
non-residents.
Tennis Ladders will be formed depending upon registrations for men’s,
women’s, singles, doubles and seniors.
There is a $5 registration fee.
Additional Children’s Programs are
a basic skills Gymnastics Class for children ages 3 to 6, Ballet Class for 3 year
olds, followed by a Dance Combo Class
for 4 and 5 year olds, which teaches
jazz, ballet and tap. Also included is a
cheering class for ages 4 to 6.
Another program will be taught by
USPTA certified Tennis Pro, Sandra
Miller. This program is on Saturday
April 6 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at
Kramer Manor Park.
Baltimore, Md. Bus trip: Trip is
scheduled for Saturday, April 13. The
bus will leave from the Municipal
Building at 8 a.m. and will return approximately at 9 p.m. The cost is $65
per person.

Women’s Softball Teams are being
arranged for the spring season. If anyone is interested in participating, please
contact Yvette Easley at (908) 6547131. Games will be played weeknights at 6 p.m. on township fields.
Overnight Vacation Trips are sponsored by Scotch Plains, Mountainside
and New Providence Recreation Departments. The trips are as follows:
Montauk, LI, April 13 and 14,
Gettysburg, Pa. August 17 to 20 and
Pigeon Forge, Tenn. September 28 to
October 4. For further details, contact
the Recreation office at (908) 3226700 ext. 221.
Softball Officials: Girls third through
eighth grades are needed for the spring
season. Games are played on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays.
Scotch Hills Golf Course: The Scotch
Hills Golf Course is now accepting membership applications. If interested, please
go to the recreation department to fill out
a membership form.
Battle of the Bands will be held on
Saturday April 27 on the Village Green
beginning at 7 p.m. There will be
several music groups from Scotch
Plains/Fanwood High School competing for the chance to win a spot to
perform at a summer concert this year.
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Westfield Tenants Organization Conduct
First Informational Meeting at Town Hall
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The first meeting of the Westfield
Area Tenant’s Organization (WATO)
was held in the courthouse of the
Municipal Building on Tuesday, April
9. Organizing Vice President of the
New Jersey Tenant’s Organization
(NJTO), Mitchell Kahn, discussed
issues pertaining to landlord/tenant
relationships and the advantages of
joining a tenant’s organization, such
as the WATO. Approximately ten
tenants were in attendance at the
meeting.
WATO was chartered under the
state-wide NJTO last month and was
organized by East Broad Street tenants Barbara Anderson and Beatrice
Montorossa in response to problems
they have been encountering in their
East Broad Street apartment buildings with their landlord, Arthur Potyk
of Soset Realty and his building
manager, Anthony Schilling, of Relocation Realty.
Mr. Kahn explained to the audience how forming a tenant’s organization would give tenants leverage
in reasonable negotiations with their
landlords. He said that it was usually
preferable to attempt to negotiate a
compromise before engaging in
costly legal options.
Mr. Kahn also discussed the importance of joining a tenant’s organization in order to have more leverage
with landlords, as well as municipal
and State officials.
“Large numbers of tenants have
more power as a united voting block
than individually,” Mr. Kahn stated.
By voting for pro-tenant candidates,
both on the state and municipal levels, tenants could elect politicians
who bring about legislation and ordinances that were beneficial to their
concerns.
“The landlords have lobbyists cre-

ating laws in Trenton to their advantage. If the legislators never hear
from you, they can’t represent your
interests,” Mr. Kahn said.
He also said that by joining the
local branch of the NJTO, tenants
would learn how to mobilize municipal resources to their advantage, such
as petitioning the Town Council to
enact ordinances to protect their rights.
Other topics covered by Mr. Kahn
included: rent control, unconscionable rent increases, retaliation for
organizing, code violations, court
remedies, renovations and evictions.
Mr. Kahn emphasized that tenants
needed to educate themselves about
their rights, legal options and remedies, which joining the local WATO
would assist them with. “You have to
know how to play the game,” Mr.
Kahn stated.
He also answered questions about
tenants’ specific concerns and problems relating to their particular situations and remedies they could implement. Tenants from both the Duncan
Hill Apartment Complex and East
Broad Street attended the meeting.
Several tenants from both complexes
are being threatened with eviction
proceedings, rent hikes and a variety
of other disputes with their respective landlords.
Town Administrator James Gildea
told The Westfield Leader that the
Housing Committee is keeping on
top of the ongoing code violations at
the East Broad Street buildings. The
Landlord has been issued fines and
penalties for not meeting code compliance by the required abatement
date. However, Mr. Gildea pointed
out that other than inspecting the
apartments and enforcing code compliance, the Building Department and
Municipal Officials could do little
else in the way of resolving the other
disputes between the landlord and

tenants who reside there.
Mrs. Anderson claimed that when
she requested a re-inspection of the
buildings to insure code compliance,
the Director of the Building Department, Frank Hirsch wrote her a letter
stating that his Department did not
want to get involved in the landlord/
tenant dispute and Mr. Gildea defended Mr. Hirsch’s response to Mrs.
Anderson.
“Mr. Gildea had a copy of my
request, which pertained only to code
violations,” said Mrs. Anderson. “I
was asking the Building Department
to do their job and understand the
difference between the code violations and the other disputes,” Mrs.
Anderson added.
Jubb Corbett, President of the Board
of Health in Westfield also attended
the meeting. Mr. Corbett sits on the
Westfield Housing Committee,
formed by councilman Carl Salisbury
to address the problems at East Broad
Street. Mr. Salisbury told The Westfield
Leader that the conditions at the East
Broad Street buildings were unacceptable and he brought the situation
to the attention of the Mayor and
Town Administrator.
Mr. Corbett agreed that the Building Department “really dropped the
ball” on enforcing code compliance
for the tenants on East Broad Street.
However, he also explained that the
town could only be involved in certain aspects of the problems in these
buildings.
While town officials and the Building Department could enforce code
compliance, Mr. Corbett pointed out
that unethical and questionable business practices, such as unconscionable evictions and rent hikes would
have to be addressed in the court
system.
When asked if town officials were
concerned about the way in which
the tenants at both of these apartments were being treated by their
landlords, and the questionable business tactics of the building manager
at East Broad Street, Mr. Corbett
replied, “It is certainly not the type
of reputation that Westfield wants,

but you can not legislate morality.”
He added that he has polled many of
the residential and commercial tenants in the neighborhood and also
discovered that many of these tenants had problems dealing with Mr.
Schilling.
Membership in the WATO is open
to residents of both Westfield and the
surrounding towns for a $10 yearly
membership fee. Members are eligible for legal guidance from the
NJTO, based in Hackensack. NJTO
has been organizing local branches
in Northern and Central New Jersey
for over 30 years and has been instrumental in enacting legislation to protect tenants’ rights. Anyone requesting more information can email the
local branch of the WATO at:
WATO07090@netscape.net or call
the NJTO at: (201) 342-3775.

Mr. Kean Appointed
To Panel Planning
Revolution Celebration
TRENTON — Assemblyman Thomas H. Kean, Jr. has been appointed
by New Jersey State Assembly
Speaker Albio Sires to serve on the
225th Anniversary of the American
Revolution Celebration Commission.
The commission is designed to plan,
promote, and coordinate the commemorative programs and activities
sponsored by state agencies.
Assemblyman Kean said, “It is
also important that New Jersey plan
a fitting observance on September 3,
2008 to commemorate the signing of
the Treaty of Paris, which formally
ended the Revolutionary War.”
“Hundreds of Revolutionary War
battles and skirmishes were fought
in New Jersey between 1775 and
1783, including the Battles of Short
Hills, Springfield, Westfield and
Bound Brook,” the Assemblyman
stated.
Assemblyman Kean is one of four
members of the State Legislature
appointed to serve on the commission, as well as nine members of the
public appointed by the Governor.

The Law Offices of

JON M. BRAMNICK
Specializing In

PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION
WHEN IT’S CANCER,
“WAIT AND SEE”
ISN’T WHAT YOU WANT
TO HEAR.

“From the Trial Court, to the Supreme Court.”
Authors of the Automobile Litigation, UM and
UIM Chapters of the ICLE Practical Skills Series
CIvil Trial Preparation Textbook 2001 Edition

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

NEW JERSEY’S FIRST
PET / CT SCAN PROVIDES
ANSWERS, FASTER.

JOHN C. RODRIGUEZ
Workers Compensation

STEPHANIE ANN MITTERHOFF
Former New Jersey Supreme Court Law Clerk
Civil Appeals and Appellate Brief Writing

GARY J. GRABAS
Now, at Atlantic Health System’s Overlook Hospital,

Formerly of Purcell, Ries, Shannon, Mulcahy & O’Neill
Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

there’s an advanced new tool in the fight against cancer.

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Doctors can locate and diagnose cancer faster and more
accurately than ever before. That’s because Overlook is

(908) 322 - 7000
Fax: (908) 322-6997

the first hospital in New Jersey to use the GE Discovery
LS – a breakthrough technology that combines today’s

jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

most sophisticated Positron Emission Tomography (PET)
with Computed Tomography (CT).
Now, in a single non-invasive examination, Atlantic
physicians can answer the most critical questions –
in as little as one hour. Where is the tumor? How large
is it? Is it spreading? What are my best options? Is my
therapy working?
No more multiple tests. Less waiting. Shorter exams.
Fewer surgeries or biopsies. No more “wait and see.”
It’s the knowledge you get faster. And it’s here first, close

Free Nationwide
Long Distance
Included!

to home.
For more information or a physician referral, please
call 1-800-AHS-9580 or visit our website at
www.AtlanticHealth.org.
FREE PHONE with
any new activation
with carrying case,
car charger and
headset.

99 Beauvoir Avenue
Summit, NJ
132 East Broad St.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 789 - 5302
Atlantic Health System’s Overlook Hospital is a major clinical affiliate of the
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey – New Jersey Medical School.

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Mon - Wed, Fri: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Thurs: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sat: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Winter Sale
20% Off All Accessories

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Announces Details of Street Fairs
WESTFIELD –– The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce has set
the dates for three street fairs this
year in the downtown. The Street
Fairs which will be held on Sundays, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. The SpringFest
Street Fair will be held on April 28.
The FamilyFest will be held on June
9 and the FallFest will be held on
September 22.
The events serve as fundraisers
for the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce. Darryl and Debbie
Walker are the coordinators.
Comcast will be the event sponsor
and Fleet Bank will be the entertainment sponsor. ShopRite will cosponsor entertainment of the

SpringFest PNC Advisors will be
the promotional sponsor.
John Delviscio, General Manager
of Comcast of New Jersey will arrange broadcasts of commercials on
cable TV. He said that vibrant activities like the Westfield Street Fairs
go to the heart of what makes a
community great.
Radio station NJ 101.5 will advertise the SpringFest on the air and
will provide 2 hours of live broadcasting during the April 28 show.
The Chamber is confident that
these advertising arrangements will
continue to make the events a success. “We expect to see over 25,000
people at each of our street fairs this

year,” said Darryl Walker.
Vendors from New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania sell food,
crafts, goods and services at these
popular shows. Live music will be
played throughout the day as people
eat, shop and enjoy family fun in
downtown Westfield. The downtown
will be closed to vehicular traffic
during the events.
Over 5,000 maps of the downtown area with the participating
vendor locations will be distributed
to attendees at SpringFest. “We expect these street fairs to be the best
and most successful ever. We are
very grateful for the generous support of the business community,”
said Debbie Walker.
For more information, call Darryl
or Debbie Walker at 908-654-1400
or go to westfieldnj.com.

Westfield Recreation Events
Dancercise: On Tuesday and Thursday. from April 2 through June 13
from 6:45 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The fee is
$50.
Rhythm Social Dancing: Learn
Salsa, Swing, Merengue, Cha-Cha, the
Hustle and more. Classes are Mondays from April 15 to May 20 from
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. The fee is $70 per
couple and $45 per single.
Crafty Kids: Designed for children
ages 6 to 10. Children will be guided
in developing different craft projects.
Classes are held on Wednesdays May
15 to June 12 from 4:15 p.m. to 5:15
p.m. The fee is $60.
Junior Drawing: This class is for
young people 11-17 years and is designed to teach the fundamentals of
learning, drawing and developing artistic talent. Classes are held on Thursdays from May 23 to June 20 from
4:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. (for the first
class bring a 9X12 sketchpad, ebony
pencils, and a kneaded eraser). The
fee is $60
Adult Drawing: Class begins on May
7 through June 4 on Tuesdays from 7:45
p.m. to 8:45 p.m. The fee is $75
Bumper Bowling: Pre-K and
Kindergarteners held on Wednesdays
at 9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. Fees are $6
per week and can be paid for at the
Linden Lanes. Bowling: This 11 week
program is for children from ages 5 to
14. It’s held weekly at Linden Lanes
from April 8 to June 17 on Mondays at
3:45 p.m.
Family Bowling Night: Includes:
pizza, soda, rental shoes, two hours of
bowling and special laser lights for
$10 per person. The event will be held
on Saturday April 27 from 4 to 6 p.m.
In-Line Skating Family Nights:
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Union County Bureau Needs Your Help
In the Fight Against Mosquitoes
take blood to feed their developing eggs.
They lay eggs in and near stagnant water
where the larva develop and live. Each
year sees the birth of several generations
of most species of mosquitoes.
To monitor the county’s mosquito
population, Union County maintains
30 light traps (there is at least one in
every municipality) where mosquitoes are collected and brought into the
lab & identified.
There are several ways residents
can help reduce the number of mosquitoes in their yards and communities: Dispose of cans, plastic containers, turn over empty flower pots and
other containers that hold water, as
these are all places mosquitoes breed;
Remove discarded tires, a favorite
breeding place for mosquitoes. Drill
holes in the bottom of trash cans and
recycling containers so they don’t hold
water. Clean roof gutters every year.
Turn over plastic wading pools when
not in use. Turn over wheelbarrows.

Union County Bureau of Mosquito
Control, a division of the county’s
Department of Operational Services,
is in charge of the county’s efforts to
monitor and control mosquitoes. The
Bureau works to eliminate potential
breeding locations and monitors the
species and number of mosquitoes
found in Union County.
There are 63 species of mosquitoes
found in the State of New Jersey, and
about 20 mosquito species call Union
County their home. Many mosquito
species are known to spread disease,
such as West Nile Encephalitis, in
humans and animals.
Mosquitoes breed in pools of stagnant water and females have a life
span of about 2 weeks. Eliminating
the places where they breed is the best
way to reduce their numbers.
Only female mosquitoes bite. They

Union County Announces
Early Retirement Plan

Join the Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Team for fun, family skating!
The event will be at the Armory during the following dates: April 19 and
26; May 17, 24, 31; June 7 and 14 from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. The fee is $6 for adults
and $3 per child (payable at the door).
Self Defense Workshop: Experience Master Yoo’s self defense techniques on Saturday, April 13 from 3
p.m. to 5 p.m. The fee is $20 per
person and is located at the Martial
Arts Institute of America in Westfield.
Daddy Daughter Dance: Held on
Friday, April 19 from 6:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. at the Tavern in the Park in
Roselle Park. The evening will consist of dinner, dessert, and dancing
to the hottest tunes! A 5x7 photo is
also included. Tickets are $32 per
person.
Roller Hockey Clinics: Clinics will
be held on the following Saturdays:
May 4, 11, 18, and June 1 from 9 a.m.
to 10:30 a.m. for ages 7 through 10 and
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for ages 11
through 14. The cost is $15 per person.
5 Mile Road Race & 1 Mile Fun Run:
The date is Saturday April 27 at
Tamaques Park. The 5-Miler will be at
9:30 a.m. The Fun-Run will be at 9
a.m. Register on-line or at the Recreation Dept.
Mah Jongg Group: Games begin
on Fridays from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on
May 3, 10, 17, and 24. The fee is $25
Teen Center: Open to high school
students on Friday nights during the
school year from 8 p.m. to 12 p.m.
For more information, please contact the Recreation Department. at 425
E Broad Street, (908) 789-4080 or
contact us on the web at:
www.westfieldnj.net

The County of Union is offering an
early retirement incentive program to
approximately 334 of its workers that
qualify under state guidelines, Union
County Freeholder Chairman Lewis
Mingo Jr. announced Monday, April
1. The plan is designed to streamline
the County’s workforce and realize
significant fiscal savings.
The County notified workers identified as candidates for early retirement. Five months ago, a county survey showed that 183 of these employees expressed interest in the early
retirement program.
Freeholder Nicholas Scutari said
the retirement incentive program is
an example of smarter and better government.
“The early retirement program is a
cost-effective and rational program
which tightens our belts , but not at the
expense of working class families, or
by layoffs,” Mr. Scutari went on to
say. “It makes sense for the County
and for the employees who take advantage of the plan.”
Union County Manager George W.
Devanney said the county hopes to
save an average of $1 million a year for
the next ten years, once the program
takes effect. Mr. Devanney estimated
that as many as 30-40 positions could
be permanently eliminated, and others
consolidated and reduced in cost.
“During this period of fiscal challenges, it will be essential to establish
priorities aimed at streamlining government and delivering services as
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economically and efficiently as possible,” Mr. Scutari said. “We’re working to maximize resources and minimize spending.” Mr. Scutari added
that the early retirement program
would be a one-time offer, given its
complex nature, and is not likely to be
offered again in the near future.
Freeholder Rick Proctor said the
early retirement program offers an
excellent option to Union County
employees, without penalizing them
for retiring a few years early. “It’s a
win-win situation,” Mr. Proctor said.
“Our analysis shows that if a sufficient number of retiree vacancies are
eliminated, we can meet the state
criteria for reducing costs and maintaining services to obtain the approval
to implement the program.”
Eligibility would be based on the
current statutory criteria for retirement: 25 years of service with Public
Employee Retirement System
(PERS); 15 years of service and 62
years of age with PERS; or 20 years of
service credit with the Police and Fire
Retire System. Under the terms of the
retirement program, employees would
be eligible for a cash payment of
$1,000 per year of service with the
county, paid in four equal installments, beginning in 2003. The County
will also remove the existing cap on
the retiree health benefit subsidy to
provide full paid health benefits for
life. Retirements will be effective on
July 1, 2002, pending approval of the
program by the State of New Jersey.

Change water in birdbaths every three
days. Clean and chlorinate swimming
pools and remove water that collects
on pool covers. Use landscaping that
eliminates standing water.
The Union County Bureau of Mosquito Control staff can inspect an area
within 24 hours of a call. If you have
any questions call (908) 654-9834.

Letter Carriers Seek
Food Drive Donations
WESTFIELD – Letter carriers of
Westfield-Mountainside will be participating in the National Food Drive to be
held on May 11. The generosity of our
townspeople enabled the carriers to collect 25,000 lbs of food last year.
Patrons wishing to donate nonparishable foods, please place the items
in their mail box, so the carrier may
collect them. If you chose, please bring
the donations to the lobby of theWestfield
Post Office from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
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In a World of Uncertainty,
We Can Offer You a Guarantee …

**

… The Guarantee for People who like to win, but hate to lose.

You can open
an IRA
anytime before
you retire.
(We suggest you do it before April 15th.)

It’s not too late to open an IRA and take advantage
of possible tax savings on your 2001 income tax.*
At Valley National Bank, we offer super premium rates

Supe
r
Prem
i
u
Rates m

Variable annuities are an important tool to consider for retirement planning because there are no limitations on how much money you can contribute and
any growth is tax deferred. Variable annuities also offer flexible payment options, professional money management, a guaranteed death benefit and other
optional features. But variable annuities, like other investments, cause some people to worry about the possibility of losing their original investment. Now
there is GROSM, an optional benefit available within most American Skandia variable annuities for an annual charge of 0.25% that guarantees you won’t lose
your original investment if you remain invested for a seven-year period, and every seventh contract anniversary thereafter, provided GRO is still in force.
With GROSM, the initial investment is directed entirely into variable sub-accounts and a portion of the account is shifted into fixed buckets only to the
extent necessary to maintain the principal guarantee. Assets automatically shift back to variable accounts when conditions allow.

With GROSM you have:
■
■
■

Protection – GRO guarantees initial Account Value (less any withdrawals) after seven years
Opportunity – Ability to increase your guaranteed amount by locking in your contract anniversary value if your annuity increases
in value. This will start a new seven-year Guarantee Period.
Flexibility – Use GRO to participate in the equity market, tax-deferred. Select an appropriate, individually-tailored portfolio
using American Skandia’s broad investment platform.

Find out more about GRO today!
Ken Femiano, Gruntal and Company, Inc.
(800) 223-8114 ext. 4325
Variable Annuities are sold by prospectus. For a prospectus containing more complete information on any American Skandia variable annuity, including information on charges, expenses, risk
factors and tax consequences, call 1-800-223-8114 ext. 4325.The prospectus is the controlling document with regard to this product. It should be read carefully before you invest or send money.
Certain of the most volatile portfolios are not available in the GROSM program. GROSM is not available in all states or in products where fixed allocations are not approved. An investor may
terminate the GROSM program at any time. American Skandia does not provide any guarantees upon termination prior to the end of the seven-year program. Transfers from fixed allocations
will be subject to a market value adjustment that may increase or decrease values if surrendered or transferred before the end of the guaranteed period.
Significant or prolonged declines in the value of the variable investment options you choose may result in all or a substantial portion of your Account Value being allocated to Fixed
Allocations. While this will protect the principal amount during such market declines, it may substantially reduce your ability to allocate Account Value to variable investment options,
particularly during periods of market increase.
Guaranteed associated with the program and the fixed rate accounts are subject to the claims paying ability of American Skandia Life Assurance Corporation.
Variable annuities are long-term investment products designed for retirement purposes. Early withdrawals may be subject to surrender charges and, if taken prior
to age 59½, a 10% IRS penalty may apply. Early withdrawals have the effect of reducing the death benefit and cash surrender value.
Variable annuities are issued by American Skandia Life Assurance Corporation and distributed by American Skandia Marketing, Incorporated.
Both companies are located at One Corporate Drive, Shelton, Connecticut 06484.

VARIABLE ANNUITIES, MUTUAL FUNDS AND OTHER INVESTMENTS:
ARE NOT FDIC INSURED

ARE NOT BANK OR CREDIT UNION GUARANTEED

MAY LOSE VALUE

Celebrate National
Library Week

on a variety of IRA products— including Traditional,
Roth and Educational IRAs—that can help you prepare for
retirement while offering substantial tax savings.
Find out which IRA product is right for you. Call 1-800-522-4100,
or visit any Valley branch to open an IRA account or fund your
existing one before April 15th.
Sarah & Rachel Friedman
Homework @ The Library

@

Morris Kravitz
Relaxing @ The Library

The Westfield Memorial Library
April 15-20
550 East Broad Street, Westfield NJ
(908) 789-4090
*Consult your tax advisor for eligibility and potential tax savings. © 2002 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System.
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Past Experiences Can be Lessons
As We Face Latest Fuel Challenges
Did winter pass us by this year? It sure seems that
way. Heating oil prices were reasonable, because we
didn’t need much of it. Gasoline prices fell, too. That
is the powerful effect of supply and demand in a free
economy. But this aroused OPEC to assert its stranglehold of what is really an oligopoly if not a monopoly.
They scuttled all delusions we may have had of a
free economy when they acted at the beginning of the
year to curtail oil production. Recently, their ploy
started to take effect, and gasoline prices are rising
rapidly. Their actions are nothing new, but we’re fed
up with it.
Additional energy difficulties are on the horizon
for the United States, as the Middle East wars light
up. Saddam Hussein now threatens to suspend oil
sales to the West. He doesn’t care that his own people
may starve, as his stoppage of oil production would
suspend the “Food for Oil” program in effect for Iraq.
Comments from the past: “Undoubtedly, the chaos
and death in the Middle East are dreadful. It seems far
away, but the ramifications on our oil supply are
already felt here in the price. Matters could get worse
unfortunately, we knew about the potential problem
long ago but did nothing. The United States has a
problem even without taking into account the current
upheaval in Palestine.
Perhaps the Emergency Management Council of
Union County should take the lead on this issue.
Meanwhile, we feel citizens should start to conserve and cut back on gasoline and electric consumption. Ultimately, this is the citizens’ greatest
weapon of defense.” The Westfield Leader, Edito-

rial, January 10, 2001.
Other comments from the past: “This is one of the
lessons learned and forgotten from the 1973 oil embargo and from the prolonged energy crisis during that
decade…We think that government should act now to
inform residents in Union County about how to
prepare and cope should an energy emergency occur.
Here’s how a friend from England and frequent
visitor to Westfield views their analogous situation
and ours. ‘I was meaning to put pen to paper a few
weeks ago when we had our great petrol (gas) crisis.
The country just about ground to a halt. Food was
about to be rationed, folk could not get to work, the
military was put on standby to safeguard essential
supplies.
“‘The fuel protest began over the very high price of
petrol. As you know, we are paying nearly $6 a
gallon. The UK has the highest fuel prices in Europe.
If nothing else, the uproar over the high gas prices
brought the feelings of the people to the government’s
notice. The price of fuel is now an election issue; it’s
something we should have done years ago.
“‘The short answer to the great fuel crisis is of
course ‘to walk.’ Walking might be the answer to
Westfield’s traffic problems. You have a smashing
town, but you also have a lot of motor cars in and
around your lovely little town.’” The Westfield Leader,
Editorial, July 20, 2000.
Will we ever learn? Can we teach our young adults to
walk to high school rather than driving? Can we teach
our government leaders and bureaucrats to do more
with less? And what will we teach ourselves to do?

Reader Is Amused by Recent Goofs
In Spelling in Leader’s Headlines
When a newspaper precedes individual
letters to the editor with summary captions, its principal challenge is to blend
accuracy with brevity. Most of the time,
this works well. As last week’s The
Westfield Leader demonstrated, occasionally, it doesn’t. The results can sometimes be amusing.
For example, although Superintendent William J. Foley of the Westfield
Public Schools may conceivably have
“sited” the geographical location of some
future school construction project, I
strongly suspect that the intent of his
letter was to cite various academic
achievements, as evidence to build support for enactment of the proposed school
budget.
Another letter, signed by 12 members
of Westfield’s clergy, called for sports
programs in Westfield to avoid scheduling activities “at times” on Sundays that
would conflict with religious programming.
It clearly did not, as the caption stated,
urge these programs to avoid scheduling
events throughout the entire day on Sundays. It only directed its criticism toward “Sunday morning sports events”
and “those scheduled early afternoon
out of town.” (I would note that the
letter’s failure to request equal respect
for Saturday, which is celebrated as the
Sabbath by a large segment of Westfield’s
populace, significantly detracted from

the letter’s impact and persuasive value.)
My favorite caption had a former
Westfield resident assert that Victoria’s
Secret should be “sensored” for its window displays. Since a “sensor” is a device that detects and responds to a stimulus (and, in any event, is a noun, rather
than a verb), this was a Freudian slip of
epic proportions.
One may censure a merchant for its
perceived shortcomings, but in Victoria’s
Secret’s case, the word “sensored” is
neither semantically nor aesthetically
applicable. (And, since I have the floor,
hasn’t it occurred to Victoria’s critics
that castigating a lingerie store for displaying lingerie is downright idiotic?
After all, despite the demonic sight of
Victoria’s unmentionables, the fabric of
our moral ethic has not been ripped
asunder; virgins have not been despoiled
and the women of Westfield remain
secure in our streets).
For the record, I didn’t write this letter
to be critical of The Leader. Actually,
the rare departure from the strict journalistic standards that usually characterize it serves to remind us of its great
value to our community. In its news
coverage, editorial policies and, above
all, the sterling quality of its readers’
letters, The Leader stands in the forefront of local and regional newspapers.
Robert J. Ratner
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
Westfield School Budget Deserves
‘Yes’ Vote, Says Leader Reader
I am writing to support the Westfield
School Budget for the school year 20022003. It has been a tough year for all of
us, and is no easy task to budget for a
school district that prides itself on the
programs it offers for its children. Unfortunately providing for this type of
program is costly.
As an educational consultant I spend
much time in many different school districts around the state. I often walk out of
some schools and realize how lucky we
are to have the technology we have, the
programs we have and support and commitment of a Board of Education and
Community to finance these programs.
One reason I moved to Westfield was
because of the reputation of the school
district. I want that reputation to con-

School Budget Prompts Concept
Of Moratorium on Tax Increases
The insatiable desire for more money
by the bloated school system will not
result in a better education for your
children or your grandchildren. It will,
however, result in substantially higher
taxes and most probably force more
seniors to get out of the town that they
built!
The bureaucrats want an 8.5 percent
increase on top of last year’s whopper
plus. My social security only went up 2.6

percent. Let’s have a two-year moratorium on tax increases, force the politicians to show us where and how they
have saved us money before asking for
more.
They could start by consolidating the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains police departments.
Vote no to the school tax increase.
Raoul J. Larrinaga
Fanwood

Westfield Schools’ PTO Presidents
Endorse Proposed BOE Budget
We, the undersigned Presidents of our
children’s school Parent-Teacher Organizations, endorse the proposed
Westfield school budget.
Having participated in the discussions
and decisions formulating this budget
proposal, we believe the Board of Education has carefully considered the needs
of the students and plans to meet those
needs in a fiscally sound and financially
responsible manner, protecting the excellent academic standards of the school
programs while providing a rich and
balanced student culture for each child.
We urge all citizens of Westfield to
vote “Yes” for the budget on Tuesday,
April 16.
Cindy Goldman, Westfield High
Barbara Iannazzonne, Roosevelt
Intermediate
Laurie Cataldo, Roosevelt Intermediate
Nancy Musat, Edison Intermediate
Donna Perch, Edison Intermediate
Casey Chandler, Franklin Elementary
Peggy Oster, Franklin Elementary
Debbie Adsit, Jefferson Elementary
Patty Swan, Jefferson Elementary
Renate Bieber, McKinley Elementary
Susan Bigelow, McKinley Elementary
Nina Attanasio, Tamaques Elementary
Ayse Wronski, Tamaques Elementary

SP-F BOE Superintendent Of Schools
Urges Everyone to Vote on April 16
The annual school election is scheduled for Tuesday, April 16. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
after scrutinizing every area of district
spending, has completed the difficult
task of building the 2002-2003 school
budget that will be put before the voters.
While our primary focus is always the
instructional needs of our students, severe constraints on outside revenues and
the concerns of local taxpayers were
also considered. Over $1.6 million dollars was cut from spending proposals
during the deliberation process, including current staff positions and some existing programs, to bring the budget below state limits. The budget that is being
proposed will allow us to maintain appropriate class sizes and add programs
that are required by the state or are
necessary to meet student needs. The
budget will also allow us to continue our
efforts in staff development, program
evaluation, and curriculum improvement. The current instructional staff will
be maintained next year and new staff
will be added because of the move of the
fifth grades into the middle schools and
because enrollments are expected to continue increasing at the middle and high
school levels.
The proposed spending plan allows
the district to meet its instructional goals
in all the core content areas and also
provides for the purchase of needed texts
and materials. The elementary world

tinue.
I know the tax increases proposed in
the budget are hard to swallow, but it
scares me to think of the great programs
and resources that would be cut if the
budget does not pass. As it was put to
me, the average cost increase would be
comparable to a cable bill, definitely
less than a cell phone bill. Would we be
more willing to give up a good education
for our children but not give up cable and
a cell phone!
I ask the community to think
carefully…times are tough for all of us
but I choose to invest my money in our
children’s future by preparing them today!
Joann Spera
Westfield Resident

language program will be expanded,
Advanced Placement materials will be
purchased, and continuing technology
needs will be addressed. Multi-year plans
for the replacement and repair of music
and athletic equipment will continue.
Special education costs, which are difficult to predict from year to year, will
continue to increase and major cost increases for employee health benefits are
anticipated.
On the revenue side, the state has
frozen education aid at current levels, in
effect reducing anticipated revenues by
about $600,000. While we continue to
seek grant funds from a variety of sources,
such funds are extremely limited for
districts such as ours. We are continuing
our efforts to rebuild a fiscally responsible free balance of about three percent
of the general operating budget, so no
free balance has been applied to the
proposed budget. In particular, the Board
of Education has been ever mindful that
local taxes for debt service will increase
in the coming year as the full effect of
recently approved bond referenda is realized. In my experience, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood are communities of
hardworking people who are dedicated
to providing a solid educational foundation for their children in a climate of
high expectations and support.
The 4,800 children in our local public
schools continue to make us proud by
their accomplishments that continually
distinguish them and our communities
in the surrounding area, the state, and
even the nation. No one should underestimate the importance of every vote in
the school election on April 16. Voting,
not flag waving, is what sets us apart as
a democratic nation. To help residents
cast informed votes, budget information
is available via SP-F TV-34 and on the
district’s web site, www.spfk12.org.
The district newsletter, Perspective,
should have arrived in local homes already. Specific voter questions can be
answered via the budget hotline at (908)
889-9665. I urge all eligible Scotch Plains
and Fanwood residents to vote on April
16
Carol B. Choye
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superintendent of Schools

Scout Asks Residents
To ‘Adopt A Pet’
My name is Sarah Godfrey. I am a 14year-old Girl Scout and I am running a
service project for my Silver Star Badge.
On May 4 and 5, I am running a Be
Kind to Animals Adoption Weekend at
the Linden Animal Shelter, as part of
National Be Kind to Animals Week.
Cats, dogs, kittens, and puppies will be
available for adoption. A small fee is
required to adopt, which includes spaying/neutering and immunizations. The
animal shelter is located on Range Road
in Linden. The shelter will be open for
adoptions from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
I am also running a pet supplies drive
at Edison Intermediate School to benefit
the animals of the Linden Animal Shelter.
Sarah Godfrey
Westfield

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Jennifer Hoblitzell, Washington
Elementary
Ruth Materek, Washington Elementary
Dianne Callahan, Wilson Elementary
Deirdre Gelinne, Wilson Elementary
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TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Onychophagy – The habit of biting
the fingernails
2. Xerostoma – Dryness of the mouth
from lack of normal secretion
3. Crinigerous – Hairy; covered with
hair
4. Retrousse – Turned up at the tip like
a pug nose
SEPTENTRION
1. One who has severed relationships
with society; a hermit
2. A person who has reached his or her
seventieth birthday
3. A seventh part
4. The northern regions
STRATH
1. A wide river valley
2. A scratching sound
3. A deep gash or cut
4. Horror; terror
ESCOPET
1. A writing table; a desk
2. A short rifle
3. A monastery and palace of central
Spain
4. A short responsive prayer in church
worship
ZARF
1. Small metal cuplike stand for holding hot coffee cups
2. A type of dagger
3. A hot, dry Saharan wind
4. An evergreen shrug or tree

Voting Against Westfield BOE Budget
Could Benefit Students in District
The logic of the necessary action is
quite clear. Has the Board of Education
made a serious effort to reduce administrative and facilities costs? There are two
facilities in Westfield with no students.
The smart and sensible action to take
is to reduce these by a factor of at least
one. 302 Elm Street (lot 18) is the more
marketable, and Superintendent William J. Foley has said that the administrative offices “would fit quite nicely” in
the Lincoln School building.
Solutions for the Board of Education
vehicles were found elsewhere.
Since February 1997, when the Board
of Education voted to spend several million dollars to renovate 302 Elm Street,
a building with no students, at a time
when students were in trailers, portable
classrooms, antiquated labs and dingy
facilities, an effort has been made to
reduce non-classroom facility costs and
generate revenue by consolidating administrative facilities. Other school districts do this.
The administration has vowed that
new board members have been apprised
of this lengthy, researched effort. The

support of some board members is gratefully acknowledged.
The administration has stated there
are no funds for capital improvements
for 302 Elm Street in the 2002-2003
budget. However, facility costs have increased almost 10 percent in the proposed budget, at a time when programs
are reduced or eliminated.
Supporting two white elephants while
cutting opportunities for students is patently unfair. New leadership on the
board is needed.
A “No” vote on the budget could be a
service to the underserved students in
our district.
Since a rejected budget goes before the
Town Council for review, it would be an
opportunity to put the educational needs
of Westfield’s young people before a
governing body more willing to listen.
The Board of Education should be
about education, not real estate management. These aging buildings are a fiscal
time bomb.
Joanne Hone
Westfield

Suggestions to Make the School
Budget Easier to Understand
It seems that the public, including
Westfield Board of Education members,
wants an easier to understand school
budget, judging from comments at the
March 19 school board meeting.
At that meeting, a Board of Education
member asked for the public to comment earlier as well. Seemingly, the
only way to get information early enough
to comment now is to have someone
inside the system find it out for you.
The board needs to give residents
adequate access to information earlier in
the process. The current information, as
provided (on the Internet and otherwise),
does not lend itself to effective public
comment and review.
I’d suggest providing the following
information at the beginning of the budget process, before any public discussion meetings are scheduled:
A simpler, more functional breakdown of the budget, with categories that
are easier to understand, not just ones
that seem to be mandated by the state; a
comparison of the increase in costs in
each category, both before any changes

are made in programs, and after, from
year to year; explanations for the changes
in cost for each category, and, where
appropriate, what was done to reduce the
cost; functional job descriptions for the
staff, so there is no doubt about the work
that they do; a list of the proposed changes
to the programs supported by the budget,
including detail and justifications where
needed.
Make this information available via
the Internet, in addition to library and
board headquarters. I’ll be happy to volunteer my time to implement any of my
suggestions above. I fully support the
budget as proposed, even though not
everything I lobbied for was included. I
hope the public takes the time to sort
through the budget in detail as I have, as
the money goes to fund a gem of a school
district.
It would be unfair to vote down the
budget if the only thing one looks at is
just the amount of the tax increase.
Gary McCready
Westfield

School Parking Issue Should Take
Back Seat to ‘Real’ Education
I have just finished reading about the
Parking Problem in Westfield and that it
will extend to Westfield High School. I
am concerned with all parking in
Westfield but when I read the comments
attributed to the Board of Education
President President Arlene Gardner,
(there will be a survey of the juniors and
seniors of the high school to find out why
they need a car and what they would be
willing to do to get more student parking) I could not believe it.
Driving a car should not be a consideration when getting to school. In a town
where the traffic problem is already a
major concern, driving to the high school
and parking should be put on the back
burner. I have long held to the viewpoint
that children should not be driving to
school. Driving their own cars is something that I disapprove of. When did

driving your own car to school become a
right and not a privilege?
Why not do a survey and ask the
juniors and seniors if they really want to
go to school? Just give them the keys to
their own SUV and send them on their
way as soon as they get a drivers license.
I think the adults in our community
are loosing sight of what is really important in education. The education of the
children should come first, not their
ability to drive and park their own car.
More parking will not help them get a
job or become more informed adults
able to deal with life. If Ms Gardner is an
example of the thinking of the Board of
Education in Westfield we are in very
real trouble.
Audrey Palmatier
Clark

Vote ‘Yes’ For SP-F School Budget
To Maintain Quality Education
On behalf of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA) Council, I’d like to pledge our
endorsement of the school budget. We
urge all members of the community to
come out on Tuesday, April 16, and vote
“Yes.” Polls will be open from 2 p.m.
through 9 p.m.
Enhancements in the 2002-2003 spending plan include additional new staff positions (to keep up with our rising student
population); new textbooks, supplies and
instructional materials at all levels, and
additional funds for technology.

We cannot afford a “no” vote for our
students. Our community has shown that
they value public education. Fixed costs
are having a significant impact on the
budget. Like many of our own budgets,
the public schools face rising costs in
utilities and health benefits.
It is critical that all voters cast a “yes”
vote to ensure that all children continue
to benefit from these essential educational incentives.
Caren Goldberg
Corresponding Secretary
Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Council
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SP-F BOE Candidate Dyckman
Asks Voters to Vote Yes on April 16
On April 16, taxpayers in Fanwood
and Scotch Plains will vote on the
2002-2003 school budget, a
$52,040,113 spending plan,
$47,830,375 of which would be
funded by local taxes.
It’s a tough time to be asking
homeowners to ante up, on average,
an additional $334 in taxes for
Fanwood and $354 for Scotch Plains.
That’s why it is important to understand where the money goes: salaries; benefits; student services (including special education); custodial/maintenance; transportation; and
other expenses, namely, supplies and

F-SP Committee Plans
Memorial Day Parade
The plans for the 2002 FanwoodScotch Plains Memorial Day Parade
are now under way. This year’s Parade will be held on Monday, May 27.
Memorial Day pays tribute to American military personnel of all wars
who made the ultimate sacrifice by
giving their lives for their country.
The Parade has a rich tradition of
excellent support from the people of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. All civic,
school and community organizations
are invited to participate in the Parade
to honor America’s fallen heroes.
The theme for this year’s Parade is
“America The Beautiful, The Bold,
The Brave”. Trophies will be awarded
to those entries which best depict
this theme.
If you are interested in participating in the Parade, please contact Toni
Rollis of the Memorial Day Parade
Committee at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building at (908) 322-6700,
Extension 314.
The Committee looks forward to
the support of the community in providing the best parade ever.

Poster Contest Offered
To Teach Youngsters
About Environment
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Environmental Commission
delivered hundreds of forms April 1
to all elementary schools in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district for
children to use in the commission’s
third annual Poster Contest.
The poster contest was created to
promote environmental awareness for
children in the community. This year,
the contest will ask participants to
design a postage stamp in celebration of Earth Day.
Children in kindergarten through
fifth grade are invited to take part in
the contest.
Awards for the Earth Day 2002
Contest will be given in two categories: kindergarten through second,
and third through fifth grades. There
will be a first prize of $50, second
prize of $25 and third prize of $15.
Winners will be notified by mail.
Entry forms may also be picked up
at Fleet Bank, located at 336 Park
Avenue. For more information, please
call Cathy Budzinski, Environmental Commission Secretary, at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 243.

materials for the classroom. The debt
service piece of this budget
($1,980,847) includes the first payments on bonds sold to fund construction/renovation projects at all
eight schools.
As voters overwhelmingly approved the bond referendum in December 2000, our taxes will go up to
make these payments. On average,
this accounts for $159 of Fanwood’s
$334 increase, and $108 of Scotch
Plains’ $354 increase.
Where spending increases occur
in the operating budget, they primarily reflect contractual obligations,
materials’ purchases necessitated by
increasing enrollment, and the
planned extension of certain programs such as world languages. Staffing increases are confined mainly to
the middle schools to accommodate
the fifth grade move, though two
new staff members are slated for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
Few will argue that New Jersey’s
heavy reliance on property taxes to fund
public schools has become, for many,
unbearably burdensome. A movement
is afoot to hold a constitutional convention to discuss alternative funding.
I would expect our board of education to play an active role in discussions on this issue.
For now, it is my hope that voters
will, once again, say “Yes” to quality
education and approve the operating
budget on April 16.

The Optimist Club of Westfield
has announced that the deadline for
receipt of nominations for the fifth
annual Intermediate School Outstanding Teacher Award is Monday,
April 15. Two intermediate school
teachers, one from Edison and one
from Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools, will be chosen to receive
the award on May 8. Nominations
should specify ways in which the
teacher has demonstrated outstanding teaching, interest in children and
continued pursuit of professional
growth.
The nominee must be a full-time
teacher in the Westfield Public
Schools in grades 6 through 8 for a
minimum of five years.
Students, parents and staff are encouraged to submit nomination letters to: Outstanding Teacher Award
Committee of the Optimist Club of
Westfield, Mr. Howard Trickey, President, 803 Dorian Road, Westfield,
NJ 07090.
According to Dr. William Foley,
superintendent of schools, “The Outstanding Teacher Award gives deserving credit to our intermediate
school teachers who are dedicated to
providing an educationally stimulating and supporting environment during the critical stage of adolescence.”
The recipients of the first Outstanding Teacher Award in 1998 were

retiring Social Studies teacher, Frank
Nolde, of Roosevelt Intermediate
School and Robert Sanders, Special
Education teacher at Edison Intermediate School. The 1999 award
winners were Walter Buda, Social
Studies teacher/supervisor at Edison
and Roosevelt; and Lynne Gerber,
Spanish teacher at Roosevelt Intermediate School.
The winners in 2000 were Thomas
Reynolds, Industrial Arts/Technology at Roosevelt and David Shapiro,
Instrumental Music teacher at Edison.
Last year, Wendy Masteller of
Roosevelt and Nancy Rygiel of
Edison received the distinguished
award.
The Optimist award joins other
annual recognitions designated for
Westfield teachers, including the
Rotary Club’s Philhower Fellowship
presented to an elementary teacher
and the following awards created for
Westfield High School staff: The
Robert and Linda Foose Memorial
Award for Excellence in Education,
the Distinguished Teacher Award and
the Westfield High School ParentTeacher Council Organization
Teacher of the Year Award.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
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For more information, call Barbara Callahan at Coldwell Banker.
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WHS Parking

Commentary...

Remember the old saying, “when I was your age I had to walk to school
up hill both ways?” Granted that for a child living at the end of Lawrence
Avenue, that’s actually true. Driving to school is a privilege, not a right.
We all live in an instant gratification society, and kids want to be able to
roll out of bed five minutes before class, hop in their cars and be there.
There is discussion of a survey to find out what the students will do to
get parking, wouldn’t it be easier to walk?
The safety of the students is the Board Of Education and the Town’s
top priority. The question that remains is if the parking situation was safe
before the construction, or just an accident waiting to happen. Cars were
parked up both sides of Trinity Place and students are and were crossing
Rahway Avenue at any given time.
A school board member stated concern that the proposed lot at the back
of the Westfield Armory would be too far for the kids to walk (it’s seven
tenths of a mile), but the BOE doesn’t have the funding for it. Some
neighbors are okay with parking in front of their homes and others aren’t.
Now there is discussion of kids being allowed to park at Edison
Intermediate School, which would be ideal for those who are going to
Kehler Stadium after school.
Juniors and Seniors that leave for lunch are driving into town and only
furthering the parking problems in the center. They have enough time to
walk into town and back, but they don’t.
The bottom line is, this shouldn’t be top priority. Kids should be
walking to school if they live less than a mile from it. Handing them
parking that they want won’t help prepare them for life, and the fresh air
they would get on the walk would be good for them.

Invest in These
Great Rate CDs Now!
21/2 Year CD

4.00
%
4 Year CD
4.25
%
5 Year CD
4.75%
A.P.Y.*

A.P.Y.*

A.P.Y.*

Minimum to open: $1,000

Open one of these great rate CDs now and use it later.
Invest in your future by “rolling over” your CD into an
Individual Retirement Account (IRA). Call or stop by
today to learn more about this offer. Our friendly,
professional staff is available six days a week to help you!
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Jim Hely

INJURY CASES

Optimists Set Deadline For
Teacher Award Nominations

Thursday, April 11, 2002

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a
Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000

A

benefitsnj.com

Art
Ammermuller

• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

“Helping People”

888.541.2200

You are cordially invited to attend
A Spring Concert of Lively Symphonic Music

Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea
with
Priest-Conductor
Rev. Alphonse Stephenson
Saturday, April 20th, 2002
8:00 p.m.
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
140 MOUNTAIN AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ

General Admission $25
Seniors $20
Students under 18 $10
Patron, preferred seating $60

Tickets available at these local Outlets:
Country Squire Men’s Shop - Raritan Rd., Clark
Michelle’s Hallmark - Union Avenue North, Cranford
Irma’s Hallmark - Martine Ave. South, Fanwood
Shawn’s West Mountain Auto Ctr., Mountainside
Nuts ‘n Plenty - Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
Lancaster Limited - Elm Street, Westfield
St Helen’s RC Church - Rahway Ave, Westfield

For tickets by mail, Call: (908) 233-2042

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

520 South Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-0800
Fax: 908-301-0843

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-518-9333
Fax: 908-518-0803
I N S U R E D

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY). Offer is for a limited time. Rate and term subject
to change without notice. Early withdrawal may cause substantial penalties.
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Straw Hat Weaving Event
On Tap at Miller-Cory

Miss Elizabeth Brix
Marries Darren Wilson
Miss Elizabeth Brix of Daytona
Beach, Fla., formerly of Scotch
Plains, was married on Sunday, October 28, to Darren Wilson of Dayton, Md.
The afternoon ceremony took place
at the Scotch Plains Baptist Church
in Scotch Plains, with the Reverend
Dr. James Brix, the father of the
bride, and the Reverend Dr. C. Garland Pollard of Manalapan officiating. A reception was held at The
Manor in West Orange.
Miss Patricia Brix of North
Brunswick, the sister of the bride,

Knights’ Annual Drive
For Mentally Retarded
Slated For April 19-21
SCOTCH PLAINS — Father John
S. Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the
Knights of Columbus, representing
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, will
conduct its 27th annual fund drive to
benefit retarded citizens and those
with learning disabilities in New Jersey and, particularly, in Union
County.
The drive, to be held in conjunction with the New Jersey State Council of the Knights of Columbus, will
take place Friday through Sunday,
April 19, 20 and 21, throughout the
state.
Knights members, along with their
family members and friends, will be
stationed at various locations
throughout Fanwood and Scotch
Plains for the fundraiser.

was the maid of honor. Serving as a
bridesmaid was Ms. Leslie Cooper
of California, formerly of Scotch
Plains.
Michael and Michelle Brix of
Philadelphia, the brother and sisterin-law of the bride, sang “Sunrise,
Sunset” from Fiddler on the Roof.
Mrs. Carol Brix, the mother of the
bride, sang Disney’s “So This Is
Love,” with the bride’s grandfather,
David Templeton of Paterson.
Micah Gautroud of Daytona Beach
was the best man, with J. D. Wilson
and Spencer Wilson, both of Dayton,
Md., the brothers of the bridegroom,
and friends Vincent Sines, Joby Titus
and George Brosenne serving as
groomsmen.
Mrs. Angela Templeton of Paterson, the grandmother of the bride,
and Ms. Eilene Cook of Dayton,
Md., the great-grandmother of the
bridegroom, lit the unity candles prior
to the ceremony. Larry Wilson of
Dayton, Md., the father of the bridegroom, gave his son in marriage.
The bride, a 1995 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
and the bridegroom are both graduates of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University in Daytona Beach, where
each earned a master’s degree in
Human Factors and Systems Engineering.
They are also both licensed pilots
and are employed as Human Factors
Engineers by the Federal Aviation
Administration in Washington, D.C.
Following a wedding trip to Aruba,
the couple resides in suburban Washington, D.C.
• Elegant Accommodations
• Efficiencies for Long Term Stays
• In-Room Coffee Makers, Hair Dryers,
Iron and Board
• Kitchenettes Available
• Laundry Facilities
• Club Room Available for Meetings
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast
• Chez Catherine, ★★★ French Restaurant

Reservations
1-800-688-7474

As Individual As

435 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ
Minutes from the Garden State Parkway
908-654-5600 • www.boylehotels.com

Westfield Itself...

NEW EXTENDED STUDIO

MR. AND MRS. MARTIN M. ROONEY, 3RD
(She is the former Miss Amanda M. Love)

Miss Amanda M. Love
Weds Martin M. Rooney, 3rd
Miss Amanda M. Love of
Westfield, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Roger D. Love, Jr., of Westfield,
was married on Saturday, August 4,
to Martin M. Rooney, 3rd of
Sayreville. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Martin Rooney, also of
Sayreville.
The ceremony took place aboard
the Cornucopia Princess in Perth
Amboy, with Mayor Louis C. Jung of
Fanwood officiating. Immediately
following the ceremony, the ship set
sail for the reception up the Hudson
River around the Statue of Liberty,
giving guests a chance to admire the
New York skyline.
Escorted down the aisle by her
father, the bride wore an A-line satin
gown featuring spaghetti straps, tulle
and small bead pearls and carried a
bouquet of white roses with blue
hydrangeas.
Ms. Meghan Schwarzenbek of
Westfield was the maid of honor,
while Mrs. Meredith Love, also of
Westfield, was the matron of honor.
The bridal attendants included Mrs.
Traci Love Kastner of Westfield and
Mrs. Jennifer Love of Cranford. Miss
Kelly Gray, the niece of the bride, was
a junior bridesmaid. All wore periwinkle dresses and carried bouquets
of blue hydrangeas with white roses.
Brian Roberts of Staten Island was

the best man. Serving as ushers were
Christopher Love of Westfield, Roger
Love of Cranford, Daniel Payne of
Jacksonville, Fla., Charlie Hoffhine
of Clearwater, Fla., Keith Gallas of
Sayreville and William Parisi of
Wyckoff. Patrick Gray of Westfield,
the bride’s nephew, was the ring
bearer.
A 1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride was awarded a
Bachelor of Arts Degree from
Monmouth University in 2000. She
is currently a first-grade teacher in
the Elizabeth school district.
The bridegroom, a 1989 graduate
of Sayreville High School, attended
Furman University in South Carolina, where he received a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Exercise Science. He
subsequently earned a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Physical Therapy
and a Master of Health Sciences
Degree from the Medical University
of South Carolina.
He is presently the Managing Director for the Parisi School of Speed,
Strength and Power in Fair Lawn.
The rehearsal dinner was hosted
by the parents of the bridegroom at
The Barge restaurant in Perth Amboy
the evening before the wedding.
Following a wedding trip to Sandals in St. Lucia, the couple resides
in Fair Lawn.

STARTS May 13th
HATHA & ASHTANGA
YOGA (all levels)
MEDITATION
Back, Breathing &
Restorative Classes
Yoga for kids (6 to 10)

SES
S
A
L
24"C WEEK
PER E 1988
SINC

OPEN HOUSE DAYS
Monday, Apr. 29 from 4 to 7 PM - Monday, May 6 from 4 to 7 PM
Saturday, May 11 from 1 to 4 PM - Monday May 13 from 4 to 7 PM

NEW EXTENDED STUDIO

NEW EXTENDED STUDIO

IN UNION COUNTY, IT’S:
NEW PROGRAM

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Call for a brochure or visit our website

NICOLES YOGA CENTER, LLC

U
C

nlimited
ommunications

SALES  SERVICE  INSTALLATION

FOR CELLULAR PHONES, BEEPERS & PAGERS

Voice Activated
Dialing
$

3500

3300 MINUTES

.4-- Activation with 2 year contract
.4-· Long Distance
· Voice Mail
· Call Waiting

94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD - (908) 789-6426
www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NEW EXTENDED STUDIO

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, April
14, the Miller-Cory House Museum,
located at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, will feature a Straw Hat
Weaving demonstration and open
hearth cooking between 2 and 5 p.m.
Eileen O’Shea of Summit will
demonstrate straw hat weaving and
will have a variety of hats on display.
Visitors will learn how early Americans made straw hats, which were
popular as protection from the sun,
as well as for fashion.
Patricia Looloian of West Windsor
and Joan Barna of Scotch Plains will
demonstrate open-hearth cooking
methods and fireside techniques that
were used in the 18th century. Taste
treats will be available for visitors to
sample.
Guided tours of the 1740 farmhouse will be conducted by costumed
docents who will answer questions
about life in the West Fields of
Elizabethtown. The last tour will
begin at 4 p.m.
The museum’s gift shop has an
inventory that is appropriate to the
historical era of the home and includes Colonial reproductions, educational materials and handcrafts.
Cookbooks and Colonial recipes prepared by the Miller-Cory Cooking
Committee are also available.
Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age 6.On Sunday,
April 21, the museum’s Annual

Sheep-to-Shawl Festival will take
place, with various activities planned
for children.
For information about the museum
and its calendar of spring events,
please call the museum office at (908)
232-1776.

Memorial Society
To Host Program
About Cremation
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Plainfield
Area Memorial Society’s annual
meeting will be held on Wednesday,
April 24, at 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.
“The Cremation Process in New
Jersey,” with guest speaker Mark
Eyers, will be the featured topic. Mr.
Eyers, Assistant Vice President of
the Somerset Hills Memorial Park (a
crematory), will explain the process
and problems of the industry. State
regulations, integrity and quality
control will be discussed.
The Plainfield Area Memorial Society is a non-profit organization that
is not affiliated with any funeral
home. A question-and-answer period will follow the presentation.
Refreshments will be served.
For further information, please contact the Plainfield Area Memorial
Society, 724 Park Avenue, Plainfield
07060 or call (908) 889-6289.

Westfield Library Notes
Spring Story Time Dates
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, has announced a
variety of children’s programs to be
offered this spring.
“Two’s on Twos-day,” a 20-minute
program of picture books, songs and
fingerplays, is designed for two-yearolds and an accompanying adult. It
will be held on Tuesdays, April 16 to
May 14, from 10:30 to 10:50 a.m.
“Pre-School 3’s” may attend a 30minute program on either Tuesdays,
1:30 to 2 p.m., from April 16 to May
14, or Wednesdays, 10:30 to 11 a.m.,
from April 17 to May 15.
“4’s and Pre-K 5’s” will meet on
Thursdays, 10:30 to 11 a.m., from
April 18 to May 16, or Mondays, 1:30
to 2 p.m., from April 15 to May 13.
All children in kindergarten and
above are invited to participate in the
library’s After School Activities Program. The one-hour program will be
held on Thursdays, April 25 and May
23, from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. It will
include stories, crafts, videos and
refreshments.
No pre-registration is necessary.
Participants may sign in at the
Children’s Desk on the day of the
program.Youngsters must have a valid
Westfield Library card and be the
appropriate age for the Story Time.
Sessions will start promptly at
10:30 a.m., 1:30 or 3:45 p.m. and no

children will be admitted after the
sessions begin. The group size is
limited, so participants are encouraged to arrive early to ensure a spot.
For further information, please call
the Children’s Department at (908)
789-4090.

Genealogical Society
To Discuss Data
From 1930 Census
WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will explore
the newly-released 1930 United States
Census data and how to use it during its
Thursday, April 18 meeting.
Census expert John Celardo of
Fanwood, an archivist at the National Archives and Records Administration in New York City, will lead
a discussion beginning at 1 p.m., in
the Meeting Room of the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street.
Mr. Celardo is a member of the
Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan New York and is active in
various genealogical organizations
in the North Atlantic area. He has
also served on the Governor’s Advisory Committee for the Preservation
of Ellis Island.
The public is invited and refreshments will be served.

On Sunday, April 14, you could go home, eat something from
the microwave, watch a sitcom and maybe pay bills
OR
Have a good meal in a relaxed atmosphere and start
checking out Cod’s incredible design for your life.

The ALPHA Dinner

New Annuals
Seminar

OWNER OPERATED · SERVING UNION CO.

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJ
908.654.6440

April 18th 7:00 PM

Christianity: Boring, Untrue, Irrelevant?
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. April 14
The First Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2278 / www.alphana.org

Fax: 908.654.6441

GOOD NE
WS
NEWS

Expert Ira Grasgreen presents a slide
show on the newest and most exciting
annuals. Ira is a wealth of information.
He’s one of the first people we call
when we want to know what’s new.
Free...RSVP

S o I commend the enjo
yment of life, because nothing
enjoyment
is better for a man under the sun than to eat and drink
and be glad. Then jo
k
joyy will accompany him in his wor
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all the days of the life G
od has giv
en him under the
God
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sun.
E cclesiastes 8:15
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Spring’s Here!
Guy Wolff Yankee
Pottery Candle

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Now in stock!!! As
featured in the New York Fragrance of the Month
Lilac Blossom
Times, Horticulture
Magazine, and Martha
Stewart Living
Fragrance of
the Month

THE ONLY ATTORNEY
INVOLVED IN YOUR CASE

20% Off

ILLIAMS

URSERY

&www.williams-nursery.com
The Gift House

Bob’s
Linens & Things

Highway 22

Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave

Exit 577 South
Comp USA

Kennilworth Blvd

East Broad St.

524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076Highway 22
Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex
Open 7 days 9am-6pm

Mountain
Ave

“24 Years of Experience Settling
Significant Injury and Accident Cases.”
Call For a Free Consultation

Exit
138

“No Fee Unless Money is Collected.”

Garden State
Parkway

Central Ave
Exit

135

Now in Westfield

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

2281 South Ave., Scotch Plains
(908) 233-5800
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Robert Furstner is a retired banker
whose Westfield garden is filled from
spring through fall with colorful tulips and other bulbs. Talking with
him the other day reminded me of
the first spring my husband and I
lived in Belgium. A friend there said,
“If you like gardens, you must go see
Keukenhof.”
So one sunny April morning we set
out on the rambling drive, past canals and dikes and windmills, to the
sandy shore of the North Sea in Holland.
There, stretching out beyond the
entrance gates to Keukenhof, were
acres and acres of tulips, daffodils,
hyacinths and narcissus, in every
color of the rainbow, planted in graceful drifts amid trees, along winding
brooks and around ponds. That morning, my husband shot an entire 36-

Rev. Beglin to Present
Talk on ‘Power Prayer’
WESTFIELD – The Reverend
Helen Beglin will discuss “Power
Prayer: Yes or No” at a discussion on
Thursday, April 18, at 9:30 a.m. in
the Christian Lounge of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
A graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary and a former member of
the seminary’s Board of Trustees and
its Alumni Council, Reverend Beglin
has served as Associate Pastor and
Director of Christian Education at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
She has also been active in similar
capacities with churches in Basking
Ridge, Rahway and Elizabeth.
The public is invited to attend the
event, sponsored by Presbyterian
Women. Babysitting is available by
reservation by calling Nancy Werber
at (908) 232-9238.

Program to Explore
Science and Religion
WESTFIELD — The public is invited to participate in a discussion of
“Is the Scientific Worldview Spiritual Nurturing?” on Thursday, April
18, at 7:30 p.m. in the Coe Fellowship Room of the First Congregational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street.
The Reverend John A. Mills, Director of Wisdom’s Light, a ministry
of public dialogues on religion and
science, will facilitate the discussion.
The session will look at various
spiritual notions that are arising in
the post-classical science, based on
emergence, quantum mechanics and
other developing science.
The discussion will explore how
science offers an opportunity to not
only address the physical world, but
the spiritual world also.
Another session, on Thursday, May
16, also at 7:30 p.m. at the church, will
look at the concept of how religion,
spirituality and science can mutually
enhance faith. More information on
this ministry can be found at http://
wislit.home.att.net.

shot roll of film in 20 minutes. An
experienced photographer, he captured some stunning photos.
History records that the usually
sensible Dutch became so enamored
of tulips, when they were first imported from Turkey in the 17th century, that wild bidding drove up prices
of the exotic bulbs to incredible
heights.
The tulip mania soon subsided,
and fortunes were lost, but today
canny Dutch bulb growers promote
their business with these lovely gardens at Keukenhof, drawing millions
of visitors every year during the eight
weeks the garden is open. (It is open
this year from March 21 to May 20.)
When Keukenhof opened for the
first time in 1949, Robert Furstner
was still a Dutch teenager whose first
experience with tulip bulbs was unpleasant. Like many of his fellow
countrymen, he was nearly starving
at the end of World War II and tried
eating a tulip bulb. “It tasted terrible,” he recalled.
After service in the Dutch Royal
Air Force, Mr. Furstner began working for the Holland-American shipping company and in a few years was
transferred to its New York office.
Although he had little previous interest in gardens, the hobby crept up
on him in 1967, when he and his wife,
Mae, moved to Westfield and his
employer gave him a bag of tulips.
Over the years, Mr. Furstner has
added other bulbs and tubers to the
many beds that meander around his
lawn. He has won flower show prizes
for the freckled fritillaria he grows. It
is an old fashioned flower often seen
in 17th-century Flemish paintings.
“As a child, I saw them growing
along the dikes in Holland,” he said.
He leaves tulip bulbs in the ground,
but digs up his tuberous begonias in
the fall, keeping them in bags of
slightly moist soil indoors. For fall
color, he grows dahlias from tubers,
which he also digs and stores indoors.
* * * * *

Jody Melloan is a member of the
Garden Club of Westfield.

Workshop to Explore
Relationship Between
Spirituality and Health
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Health
and Wellness Ministry of Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church
in Mountainside will host a workshop on Saturday, April 20, from 9 to
11 a.m., focusing on the relationship
between spirituality and wellness.
The session is designed for men
and women interested in strengthening their spiritual life and understanding the power of spirituality in
physical and emotional well-being.
Aine B. Lynch, a registered nurse
who has been published and recognized for her work in this field of
nursing, will be the facilitator. The
church is located at 300 Central Avenue. Interested individuals may respond by calling (908) 232-1162.
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Redeemer Lutheran Slates
Adult Bereavement Group

Holland’s Keukenhof Offers
Acres of Magnificent Flowers
By JODY MELLOAN

Thursday, April 11, 2002

WESTFIELD – The Redeemer
Lutheran Church and School in
Westfield will host an adult bereavement support group in Luther Hall
on consecutive Thursday nights, April
25 to June 13.
Each session will run from 7:30 to
9 p.m. and refreshments will be offered. Donna Dandrilli, a bereavement counselor sponsored by
Lutheran Disaster Response of New

Cantors Ensemble
To Perform Sunday
At Area Synagogue

PROUD EAGLES…These Boy Scouts from Troop No. 79 of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield were recently inducted as Eagle Scouts during a
Court of Honor ceremony. Pictured, left to right, are: Top row, Bryan Cordes
and Michael Federici, and, bottom row, Keith McCloskey and Justin Tullo.

Four Westfield Students
Earn Rank of Eagle Scout
WESTFIELD — Boy Scout Troop
No. 79 of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield conducted a
Court of Honor ceremony February
22, in which four young men were
inducted as Eagle Scouts.
They included Bryan Cordes,
Michael Federici, Keith McCloskey
and Justin Tullo, all students at
Westfield High School.
Eagle Scout is the highest rank
offered by the Boy Scouts. Among
the requirements for this honor are
completion of a special project.
Bryan, a senior honor student at
Westfield High School, will attend
Miami University in Ohio in the fall.
For his Eagle project, Bryan led five
scouts in making needed signage,
electrical and lighting improvements
to the historic Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield.
In addition, Bryan obtained a new
American flag that had flown over
the United States Capitol in September of 2001 for the museum.
Michael, a junior, is an active volunteer. For his project,He led a team
of scouts and non-scouts in collecting computers and printers, as well
as refurbishing and upgrading the
equipment.
They were then delivered to two
local charities for use in an after
school program and to help train
homeless and underemployed individuals in computer skills.
Keith, also a junior, is a member of
the varsity swim team. He led a
group of scouts in refurbishing an
old tennis court in the Deserted Village in the Watchung Reservation for
his Eagle project.
Justin, a freshman honor student,
has been an active scout since he was
a Tiger Cub at Jefferson Elementary
School. The new Eagle’s project was
to clean storm drains and to stencil a
fish and the words, “NO DUMPING,

DRAINS TO WATERWAY,” in several Westfield neighborhoods.
He also organized volunteers to
pass out flyers in those areas, informing residents of the dangers of
dumping garbage and hazardous
wastes, as this material will drain to
a stream, river or ocean and upset the
ecosystem.

Jersey, a ministry of Lutheran School
Ministries of New Jersey, will be the
facilitator.
The group will assist adults in
coping with the loss of loved ones,
and the general public is invited to
attend.
To register for the bereavement
group, please call the church office
at (908) 232-1517. There is no charge
for participants. Redeemer is located
at the corners of Clark Street and
Cowperthwaite Place.

www.goleader.com

CLARK – Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah will host the New Jersey Cantors Concert Ensemble in a performance of Hebrew and Yiddish music
dedicated to peace and in celebration of Yom Ha’atzma’ut, Israel Independence Day.
The program, which will also feature special performances by the
temple’s Adult and Children’s Choirs,
will take place this Sunday, April 14,
beginning at 7 p.m. at the synagogue, located at 111 Valley Road in
Clark.
Tickets are $18 per person (free
for children under age 10) and may
be purchased by calling the temple
office at (732) 381-8403. Event sponsor tickets are also available for $136,
which includes two tickets to the
concert and dinner prior to the program.

Presbyterian Church
Sets Labyrinth Walks
CRANFORD – The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford will sponsor a series of Labyrinth Walks, all of
which will be held in Bates Hall at
the church, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue.
Walks will be held on Sundays,
April 14, May 5, June 2, July 7 and
August 4, from 1 to 4 p.m.
An ancient spiritual practice of
prayer and meditation, the Labyrinth Walk symbolizes the Christian
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The 11
ringed pattern, painted on canvas, is
modeled after the 13th-century labyrinth at Chartres Cathedral.
Members of the community and
surrounding towns are invited to participate.

Overdue Book Fines
To Be Waived Monday
WESTFIELD – Individuals who
have overdue books at home from
the Westfield Memorial Library may
return them on Monday, April 15,
and all overdue fines for those books
will be waived.
The library will kick off its weeklong celebration of National Library
Week with this special, one-day only,
“fine-free” event.

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
Help Cant Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)
One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible • Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model • Cars Trucks & Vans
Advertising supplied by SAS

* Some restrictions apply.

We’re pretty independent now…
And we’d like to keep it
that way.
I

ntroducing Whispering Knoll Assisted Living, a
distinctive community that accommodates your
current lifestyle and evolves with your changing needs.
With studios and 1- and 2-bedroom suites to please all
tastes, we have created an atmosphere of elegance and
sophistication within the framework of independence,
security, and privacy. Our extensive list of amenities
includes gourmet dining, housekeeping, wellness visits,
transportation, lounges, and much more.
Located in central New Jersey, Whispering Knoll is an
affiliate of Solaris Health Systems and neighbors JFK
Medical Center—supplying residents with access to
the entire continuum of care. We also maintain
dedicated suites for our Alzheimer’s community—
meeting those special needs, 24 hours a day.
Make sure you continue to enjoy your worry-free
lifestyle; plan for tomorrow today…and count on
Whispering Knoll to help you do just that. Call us to
learn more and arrange for a complete tour.

ASSISTED LIVING
Care for now. Care for always.
62 James Street, Edison, New Jersey 08820

(732) 744-5541
www.whisperingknoll.org

She’s had a successful 50-year marriage, raised three children and helped
run the family business. Now, she wants to remain in the comfort of her
own home. Patient Care can help. Since 1975, our compassionate staff
has provided the in-home support services the elderly need to live as fully
and independently as possible.
For more information and a free nursing assessment, call 908-654-5656.

Hourly and Live-In Certified Home Health Aides • Companions • Nurse Visits
24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week • www.patientcare.com • 120 Elm Street, Westfield
ACCREDITED BY JCAHO
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D’ANNUNZIO RIPS 2-RUN SINGLE, BAUMWOLL DOUBLES

Panthers Score 4 in 6th, Top
Raider Diamond Boys, 7-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some questions about the strength
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team’s pitching were
answered when junior Steve
Pietrucha tossed five effective innings against a powerful

“He did a great job for us. I don’t
think he deserved what he got,” said
Raider Head Coach Brian Homm of
Petrucha. “It was a close game and
Bridgewater is a very good team. It’s
a senior dominated team.”
Both teams managed only six hits
each but Raider freshman shortstop

ing at the first pitch.
“He’s earned a starting spot on the
varsity. He hits the ball, he keeps his
eye on the ball and he does a good job
defensively. He’s aggressive at the
plate,” Homm pointed out.
In the second inning, Raider designated hitter Chris Zidonik drew a
leadoff walk. Second baseman Jeff
Hensal legged out an infield single
and centerfielder Kyle Adams beat
out a scribbler to short, loading the
bases. D’Annunzio stepped to the
plate and changed the direction of
the first pitch to deep center, scoring
Zidonik and Hensal. Leftfielder Dave
Baumwoll sliced an RBI double to
right to give the Raiders a 3-0 lead.
The Panthers pressured Pietrucha
in the fourth when Chris Helman led
off with a hopping single to left and
Matt McCarthy looped a one-out
single to right. Pietrucha struck out
the next batter but walked the next to
load the bases.
With the bases loaded, Pietrucha
walked in the first run, then Rob
Kiser tapped a slow chopper on the
shortstop side near second base. One
run scored. D’Annunzio grabbed the
ball but had to make a quick shovel
toss to Hensal covering second but
the ball eluded the glove. Another
runner crossed the plate to knot the
score, 3-3.
Pietrucha recovered and shut down
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIELDING A PERFECT BUNT...Raider catcher Andrew Pavoni fields a
perfect bunt by Panther Matt McCarthy and attempts to make the play.

Bridgewater-Raritan nine in Scotch
Plains on April 5. Although the Panthers scored four runs in the top of
the sixth inning to defeat the Raiders, 7-3, Pietrucha showed plenty of
zip and endurance in his 90-pitch
performance.

Chris D’Annunzio had two of those
hits, one a two-run single over the
centerfielder’s head to spark a threerun second inning. His second hit
was a leadoff single to center. In all
three of his plate appearances, he
proved that he was not shy by swing-

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SULLIVAN, KANE, MANSFIELD SCORE FOR WESTFIELD

Hungry Hilltoppers Handle
Blue Devil Boy Laxers, 12-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Emotional readiness can make the
difference between winning and losing. It may not have made the difference in the won-loss column but it
most likely played the major role in
the margin of victory when the Summit Hilltoppers – one of the top three

SOFKA GOES 4-FOR-4 WITH SIX RBI

Westfield Nine Bulldoze
Bulldog B’ballers, 16-6
By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DODGING THE SNOWFLAKES...Highlander Kerri Moore, right, dodges
snowflakes as she scores a run. Blue Devil catcher Tara Dowling follows the play.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWARMING FOR THE GROUND BALLS...The No. 1 ranked Summit Hilltoppers out-hustled the Blue Devil lacrosse
boys and managed to get to ground balls not only first but en masse. Their hustle earned the Hilltoppers a 12-3 victory
over Westfield.

It wasn’t exactly perfect playing
conditions, but it didn’t seem to
matter for the Westfield Blue Devils
baseball team. On April 3, just before the rain came pouring down, the
Blue Devils defeated the Malcolm
X. Shabazz Bulldogs at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield, 16-6.
The Blue Devils began their scoring barrage early, reaching home
plate five times in the first inning.
Senior Brett Picaro, the leadoff hitter
for Westfield, worked Shabazz
pitcher Jorge Fortier late in the count,
seeing eight pitches before finally
recording a base on balls. Picaro
later scored on a bunt single by senior Jim McKeon, who scored after
senior Mike Sofka nailed an RBI
bloop infield single.
The Blue Devils’ morale was lifted
even higher after senior Blair
Richardson, the number six hitter in
the lineup, rocked a 380-foot, tworun bomb over the fence in leftcenter. “I’m definitely happy to help

teams in the state – overwhelmed the
hosting Westfield High School boys’
lacrosse team, 12-3, on April 4.
“You have to be ready to play the
game. I don’t think we were ready
today,” stated Blue Devil Head Coach
Gerry Benaquista. “I don’t know
whether it was mentally or physically.
We weren’t prepared and it showed.”
The Hilltoppers were ranked No. 1
prior to a 4-2 loss to No. 3 Delbarton
and appeared definitely ready to play
when marching onto Westfield turf.
On the other hand, the Blue Devils
seemed not to be as hungry, as the
Hilltoppers were swarming around

and scooping up the vast majority of
the ground balls.
To get “ground balls, it’s hustle,
it’s heart. If you want to be out there,
you want to get that ground ball,”
emphasized Benaquista.
Taking advantage of a young Blue
Devil defense, the Hilltoppers rippled
the net within the first two minutes
when Max Tcheyan scored from just
five yards out. This was to become an
omen of the “trial by fire” that Blue
Devil junior goalie Dan Kotch was to
experience as the Hilltoppers added
five more in the quarter to take a 6-0
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

the team out,” Richardson said.
Although Westfield knocked in five
base runners in the first, Fortier
pitched decently, striking out two
batters and only giving up three
earned runs.
The Blue Devils kept the bombardment going, increasing the lead
to 9-0 after two full innings. Sofka
recorded his second RBI of the game
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Great Gardens Begin At...

Parker

GREENHOUSES FARM & GARDEN CENTER

SHEPPARD GETS SHUTOUT, FREDA, DANN RAP RBI

Highlander Softballers Jolt
Blue Devils in, 2-0, Thriller
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two teams refusing to lose, usually
results in one walking off a little
disappointed. That’s what happened
in a thriller, as the Governor
Livingston High School softball
team, defeated host Westfield, 2-0,
on April 14.
Senior pitcher Lindsey Sheppard was
cool on the mound as she chilled the
Blue Devils with two strikeouts and
hurled a three-hit shutout. Additionally, timely hitting by sophomore
Katie Freda, who rapped an RBI
single in the second inning gave the
Highlanders a 1-0 lead. Senior
catcher, Lindsay Dann slashed a RBI
single in the sixth inning to make it
2-0 and put the Highlanders in the
driver’s seat for good and the victory.
“We played very good defense,”
noted Highlander Coach Rick
Iocono. “Lindsey pitched a wonderful game, making most of the plays
look routine. We were very competitive in spots, but I felt we had some
opportunities that we let get away
from us. It’s something that we got to
work on and get away from. We’re
not aggressive enough at the plate
and we are allowing the pitcher to
control the count instead of the batter.”
A strong and most effective pitching
performance by Blue Devil Caitlin
McDonald, who struck out nine and
walked four merely came un-rewarded, as the Blue Devil bats continuously struck towards the awaiting gloves of Highlander defenders.
“They’re a real good team,” noted
McDonald. “I couldn’t throw the
ball as hard as I wanted to due to the
cold weather, but you know, she was

working under the same conditions.
I wondered about some of the calls in
the field, but you have to work with
the umpires. They’re playing the
game too, so, a call is a call. As far as
the hitting was concerned, I felt we
made really good contact, and I believe, eventually, we are going to
find the holes for base hits.”
From the onset, situations were very

tense. The Lady Highlanders took a
1-0 lead in the top of the second
when right fielder Kerri Moore
reached first on a walk. Blue Devil
McDonald responded with a strikeout
but Moore retaliated with a stolen
base. An errant throw into the outfield placed Moore on third. An aggressive Freda stepped to the plate

2 DAYS ONLY!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

RAIDER WRESTLING CAMP 2002

SATURDAY, APRIL 13th
& SUNDAY, APRIL 14th

Sponsored by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood P.A.L.

Let our designers help you design the perfect
landscape
Come meet the Parker Designers
Bring photos & dimensions of your home
See thousands of landscape plants & garden
accessories
Paving Stone, Walkways, Patios & Retaining Walls
Deer Control
All Pro Golf Putting Greens

GRADES 3 - 8

The goal of the Raider Wrestling Camp is to provide young wrestlers
with a fun and exciting wrestling experience.

Come In To Present This Ad For

500 OFF

$

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Gymnasium.
June 24-28 (9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.)

Any Landscape Services
Valued at $5000 or More

Camp Director: Dave Bello, Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SPECIAL GARDEN
CENTER OFFER

10 OFF

$

Any Purchase Of
$20 or More

When you present this original coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offers. Sorry, excludes prior purchases. One
coupon per family. Valid thru April 30th 2002.
WL

Gardening Questions?
JUST ASK US!
Always Expert Professional Advice

Present coupon at time of contract. One coupon per customer.
Coupons cannot be combined.

High School Head Wrestling Coach
PROGRAM: Each day will consist of proper warm-up, instruction, drilling, games and live wrestling. Wrestlers will be paired
by weight and ability level.
FEE: $95.00 per person (includes instruction, camp T-shirt,
wrestling syllabus, pizza party on Friday, camp champ awards,
insurance).
To register, and for information, contact Dave Bello 908-889-8600
Enroll early, space is limited. e mail: dbello2d@aol.com

Time To Start Your
Spring Gardening...

Parker Greenhouses Farm & Garden Center
DEBIT

1325 Terrill Road • SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ • (908) 322-5555
Regular Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 7am-5pm, Sun. 9am-5pm (Extended spring hours start April 18th) OPEN
Complete Nursery • Greenhouses • Landscaping • Silk Plants • Custom Design Services
YEAR
ROUND
Also Visit Us At: www.parkerplants.com
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Blue Devil Girls Take 2nd;
Boys, 3rd at Kearny Relays

Steve Kim (Image 1 Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DELIVERING THE 2-RUN BOMB...Blair Richardson crushes a two-run
homer over the 380-foot mark for the Blue Devils against M. X. Shabazz.

Westfield Nine Bulldoze
Bulldog Baseballers, 16-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

with an infield single scoring Picaro.
Senior Josh Ludmer laid down a bunt
RBI-single later in the inning.
Quality base running by the Bulldogs accounted for their first runs of
the game. Greg Willis was walked by
Westfield sophomore pitcher Joe
Wisnieski. Willis reached third on
two passed balls, and then scored on
Lee Henderson’s single. Henderson
later scored on a wild pitch.
Shabazz’s next big inning was in
the fifth, when they scored four runs.

Devil Laxers Level
Hillsborough Boys
The eighth-ranked 2-1 Westfield
High School boys’ lacrosse team leveled 0-2 Hillsborough, 14-2, in
Westfield on April 6. Junior
attackman Billy Shultz staggered
Hillsborough by firing in four goals
and abetting with two assists.
Freshman Evan Sullivan flicked in
three goals and junior Gil Arbitsman
scored two goals and added three
assists. Tim Mansfield netted a goal
and two assists and Ben Masel scored
a goal and had an assist. Matt Cleaves,
Dan Kane and Anthony Yudd also
scored a goal each. Dan MacDonald,
Greg Elliott, Tim Heine and Andrew
Tucker each had an assist. Golaie
Dan Kotch made five saves in the
first half and goalie Brian Pirot made
six in the second half.
Hillsborough
Westfield

1
3

0
3

1
4

0
4

2
14

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-17084-00
DELTA FUNDING CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF vs. THE HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
OF LEROY WHITE, ET ALS., DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED DECEMBER 28, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 24TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is NINTY FOUR
THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED TWENTY
& 09/100 ($94,520.09).
City Of Elizabeth, County of Union, State
of New Jersey
STREET ADDRESS: 1025 Emma Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07201
TAX LOT 8 BLOCK 573
DIMENSIONS: 100 feet X 26 feet X 100
feet X 26 feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Catherine
Street
As of January 16, 2002, there are unpaid
municipal charges in the amount of $976.69
and liens in the amount of $1,703.42 which
the successful purchaser at the sale must
pay upon taking title to the property.
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED ONE THOUSAND
FOUR-HUNDRED ELEVEN & 97/100
($101,411.97) together with lawful interest
and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
HARVEY, PENNINGTON, CABOT,
GRIFFITH & RENNEISEN, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Suite 360
535 Route 38 East (Cherry Tree)
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
CH-756485 - (WL)
4 T - 3/28, 4/4, 4/11
& 4/18/02
Fee: $199.92

Two doubles by Miguel Hernandez
and Eric Fields led the late-inning
charge by the Bulldogs.
That cut the Westfield lead to five,
but with a five-run fifth inning for the
Blue Devils, the 10-run rule was put
into effect and Westfield took the
victory. The five runs came after a
grand slam, inside-the-park homerun
by Sofka.
Sofka finished the game 4-for-4
with six RBI, three runs scored and
one stolen base. Richardson finished
2-for-3 with a homerun and a triple,
as well as two RBI.
Picaro was 2-for-3 with three runs
and one RBI. Senior Jay Cook was 2for-2 with three runs scored and three
RBI. All said, the first four Blue
Devil batters (Picaro, McKeon, Sofka
and Cook) had 13 RBI and 12 runs.
Blue Devil Mike Defazio, the only
junior in the starting lineup, scored
two runs.
Bulldog Tony Perez finished with
two walks and a double. Leadoff
man Henderson had two singles, two
swipes of third base and two of his
team’s six runs.
Wisnieski yielded only two runs
and struck out four batters. Sophomore John Boyd relieved in the fifth
inning and recorded a strikeout.
Fortier gave up nine earned runs,
thanks to eight fielding errors by the
Bulldogs. He struck out six batters.
Looking ahead, Richardson put
the win in perspective. “We’re looking to win counties. That’s really the
most important thing to all of us,” he
said.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-16414-01
EASTERN AMERICAN MORTGAGE
CO., PLAINTIFF vs. TINA WHITFIELD,
DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 03, 2002 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 24TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is TWO-HUNDRED TWENTY EIGHT THOUSAND
ONE-HUNDRED FIFTY THREE & 95/100
($228,153.95).
The property to be sold is located in the
TOWN of WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.
Commonly known as: 122 CACCIOLA
PLACE f/k/a 122 PARK STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.
Tax Lot No. 5 in Block No. 4001
Dimension of Lot: approximately 51.20
feet wide by 125.00 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Stirling Place F/k/
a Par Place
Situated at a point on the southeasterly
sideline of Cacciola Place f/k/a Park Street
distance approximately 75 feet southwesterly from its intersection with the southwesterly sideline of Stirling Place f/k/a Par Place.
There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED FIFTY SIX THOUSAND
SEVENTY FOUR & 16/100 ($256,074.16)
together with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-756480 - (WL)
4 T - 3/28, 4/4, 4/11
& 4/18/02
Fee: $197.88

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROCUREMENT DIVISION
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.,
in the NJDOT MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035
Parkway Avenue, until 10:00 A.M. on 4/25/02 and opened and read for:
UNDERGROUND STRUCTURES CONTRACT IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS
NORTH (2002) IN THE COUNTIES OF BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON,
HUNTERDON, MIDDLESEX, MORRIS, PASSAIC, SUSSEX, UNION, AND
WARREN
100% STATE
DP# 02410
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252 U.S.C.,
49 C.F.R.., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to submit
bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on the grounds
of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award, Bidders are required
to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127 NJAC 17:27. Drawings, specifications,
and bid documents may be inspected or obtained for a fee of $ 15.00 , for full size drawings,
at the NJDOT Plans Distribution Building #8 Thiokol P.O. Box 600 Trenton, New Jersey
08625 during business hours. Names and addresses of prospective bidders for this project
may be acquired by telephoning 609-530-8584 or 609-530-8585 during business hours.
Their fax number is 609-530-8347. Drawings, supplemental specifications, and boring logs
may also be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various
Design Field Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
3 T - 4/4, 4/11 & 4/18/02, The Leader

1 Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Cherry Hill, NJ
856-486-6624
Fee: $157.59

The Westfield High School girls
track and field team placed second to
Morristown at the Kearny relays on
April 6, while the Blue Devil boys
made a fine showing by finishing in
a tie for fifth with Teaneck in Division 2. The Blue Devil girls had a
total of 34 to Morristown’s 64. The
Blue Devil boys totaled 40 and winner Toms River South totaled 89.
Freshman Emily MacNeil had a
big day by helping her team capture
first in the 4x880-yard relay with a
time of 10:09.1 and the distance
medley relay with a time of 13:36.4.
MacNeil ran her leg of the 4x880 in
2:21.9 and led off the distance medley, running her 880 in 2:31.1. Her
superb efforts earned her the Most
Valuable Player (MVP) award.
Freshman Annie Onishi, sophomore Deenie Quinn and senior Sarah
Mahran teamed with MacNeil in the
4x880 and MacNeil, Mika Cruz,
Onishi and Mahran were the participants in the distance medley. The
Westfield girls also placed third in
the 4x110-yard relay with a time of
53.2, third in the shuttle hurdles at
1:19.5 and sixth in the 4x220 with a
time of 1:52.6.
Although not winning any relays,
the Blue Devil boys placed in eight
events, including finishing second in
the 4x110-yard relay the 4x220 relay

and the team long jump. LaQuan
McCoy (11.7), Diano Reavis (11.2),
Rich Miller (10.9) and Alexis
Gonzalez (10.8) combined for a time
of 44.9 in the 4x110, then McCoy
(23.8), Miller (23.7), Earl Lambert
(23.4) and Reavis (23.4) combined
for a time of 1:34.5 in the 4x220.
Junior Adam Wendel (19’2”) teamed
with Miller (20’2.75”) to total
39’4.75” in the long jump.
Wendel cleared 6’4” to give the
Blue Devils a third place in the high
jump with a total height of 11’4”.
The foursome of Miller, Gonzalez,
Dan Lynes and Reavis placed third in
the 4x440 with a time of 3:33.4.
Mike Woods cleared 10’6” and Joe
Hagman cleared 9’0” to take fourth
in the team pole vault with a total
height of 19’6”. Lynes, Dan Driscoll,
Greg Whitney and James Bridgeman
teamed to grab fifth in the 4x880 at
8:46.6. Senior Matt Andzel at 114’1”
and Dave Perez at 98’1” combined to
take fifth in the discus with a distance of 212’2”.
TOP 5 GIRLS TEAMS:
1. Morristown 64, 2. Westfield 34, 3.
Elizabeth 26, Teaneck 24.5, 5. Memorial
22.5
TOP 5 BOYS DIVISION 2:
1. Toms River South 89, 2. Morristown
78.5, 3. Toms River North 44, 4. Elizabeth
42, 5. Westfield and Teaneck 40

Union County High School
Varsity Softball Results:
APRIL 2:
Roselle Park 5, Bound Brook 0
Ace pitcher Becky Riccatelli threw
a three-hitter, went 4-for-4 and scored
three runs for the Panthers.

Governor Livingston 7, Ridge 0
Lindsay Sheppard fired a four-hitter, Kerri Moore ripped a two-run
double and Lindsay Dann had two
RBI for the 2-1 Highlanders.
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A. L. Johnson 13, Roselle 0
Lauren Tomasovic blasted a threerun homer and Pam Tavalaro tapped
a three-run single.
APRIL 3:
Linden 17, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
9
The Tigers unleashed with a 12run second inning. Megan
Reddington had two hits for the Raiders, Kellie LaForge drilled a two-run
double and Laura Manzi banged an
RBI triple.
Linden (1-1)
1(12)1
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd (0-2) 0 0 0

003
414

17
9

A. L. Johnson 5, Governor
Livingston 3
The Crusaders stunned the defending UCT champs. Katie
Mulligan thumped a two-run triple
for the Crusaders and Lindsay Dann
had two hits, including an RBI triple
for GL. Kerri Moore had a triple and
Kristen Hauser added a double.
Johnson (2-0)
Gov. Liv. (1-1)
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Roselle Park 4, Elizabeth 0
The Panthers should go far on the
strength of pitcher Becky Riccitelli
who struck out 12.
APRIL 5:
Union Catholic 2, Ridge 0
Junior Suzanne Hennessy pitched
a one-hitter and struck out five Red
Devils. Jessica Cardenas had both
RBI for the 2-1 Vikings.
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Roselle Park 1, North Plainfield 0
(11 innings)
Panther Becky Riccatelli fanned
22 Canucks and scored the winning
run.
N. Plainfield (3-1) 000 000 000 00
Roselle Park (3-0) 000 000 000 01
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Bridgewater-Raritan 9, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood 2
Laura Manzi had a two-run double
for the Raiders.
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APRIL 4:
Immaculata 5, Union Catholic 0
Suzanne Hennessy had a double
for the Vikings.

APRIL 8:
Westfield 3, Cranford 1
Caitlin MacDonald had five
strikeouts and tripled for the 3-1
Blue Devils. Tara Dowling doubled.
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Westfield 2, Columbia 0
Caitlin MacDonald tossed a twohit shutout and fanned 12 for the 2-0
Blue Devils. Tara Dowling had an
RBI single, a double and scored a
run.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 14,
Shabazz 0
Kellie LaForge had three hits, two
RBI and two runs scored. Megan
Reddington, Caitlin McNelis and
Laura Manzi each drilled a double.

Westfield (2-0)
Columbia (1-1)

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
M. X. Shabazz

100
000

001
000

0
0

2
0

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-7565-01
INDYMAC MORTGAGE HOLDINGS,
INC., PLAINTIFF vs. GAIL COVINGTON,
DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 23, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 1ST DAY OF
MAY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWENTY SEVEN THOUSAND EIGHTHUNDRED FORTY EIGHT & 36/100
($127,848.36).
The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.
It is commonly known as 133 South Park
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
It is known and designated as Block 2 a/
k/a Ward 2, Lot 887.
The dimensions are 25.00 feet wide by
100.00 feet long.
Nearest cross street: Situate on the northeasterly line of South Park Street, 375.00
feet from the southeasterly line of Second
Street.
Prior lien(s): The total amount due as of 9/
23/01 for unpaid taxes/water/sewer is in the
aggregate sum of $4,191.06. Subject to
unpaid taxes and municipal liens. Amount
due will be announced at the Sheriff’s Sale
or is available upon written request to
plaintiff’s attorneys.
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED THIRTY NINE THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED & 54/100
($139,900.54) together with lawful interest
and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LLP
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-756502 - (WL)
4 T - 4/4, 4/11, 4/18
& 4/25/02
Fee: $212.16

145
000

04
00

14
0

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold an informational hearing on
Monday, April 22, 2002, at 8:00 p.m. in the
Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 430
Park Avenue, to hear the proposal by the
Township’s Recreation Department for the
construction of recreation facilities on the
property located at 2435 Plainfield Avenue,
Block 4303, Lot 12.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the office of the Recreation
Department and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 4/11/02, The Times
Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that on April 24,
2002 at 8:00 P.M. in the Borough Hall of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey the Fanwood
Planning Board will hold a public hearing to
consider the appeal of Mr. & Mrs. James
Annese for a bulk variance to construct a
porch and vestibule on the property at 18
Chetwood Terrace, Fanwood, New Jersey
also known as Block 96 Lot 23 on the
Fanwood Tax Map. The following bulk variance is requested from the Land Use Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood:
12.04E4 Variance requested: Front yard
setback Permitted: 30 feet
Present: 30.06 feet Proposed:
22.06 feet
The application will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of the
application or ammendment(s) to the application.
All interested persons may be present
and heard.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
James & Carla Annese
18 Chetwood Terrace
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 4/11/02, The Times
Fee: $30.60

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING IN SOME PRACTICE SWINGS...Blue Devils Jeff Luker takes some
practice swings on the first tee at Echo Lake Country Club before starting play
against Summit.

Local Area High School
Varsity Golf Results:
APRIL 2:
Westfield 170, Wardlaw-Hartridge
193
(Echo Lake, par 36)
Westfield: Adam Karnish 41, Ryan
Shallcross 41, Chris Tropeano 43,
Erin Cockren 45
Wardlaw-Hartridge:
Dan
Forman 44, Mike Ivan 49, Chris Jang
50, Chris Bonk 50
APRIL 3:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 177, Linden 258
SP-F: Brian Muller, Mats Notoane
and Jack Egan each fired 44 and
Mike Sprung shot 45
Linden: Rob Cubala 53, John
Koziol 67 Dan Szcupakowski 68,
Mike Pisarski 70
APRIL 4:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 156, St.
Peter’s Prep 168
(Scotch Hills, par 33)
SP-F: Brian Muller 37, Mike
Sprung 37, Jon Bezrutczyk 40, Mats
Notoane 42
St. Peter’s Prep: Shane D’Aprile
36, Sean Davy 41, Dom Carbone 43,
Tom Givney 48
Westfield 173, Summit 173

(Echo Lake, par 36)
With only the top-four scores instead of five, the Hilltoppers salvaged a tie with Westfield. The Blue
Devils would have won by eight
strokes had five scores been counted.
Westfield: Ryan Shallcross 43,
Adam Karnish and Gerritt Ill 44, Jeff
Luker 46 – Erin Cockren and Chris
Tropeano also shot 46.
Summit: Kyle Hartlaub 37,
Charlie Cronoevich 45, Matt Mitchell
46, Dan Chandler 49
APRIL 8:
Westfield 167, Bishop Ahr 187
(Echo Lake, par 36)
Westfield: Adam Karnish 39, Ryan
Shallcross 41, Erin Cockren 43, Chris
Tropeano 44
Bishop Ahr: Al Antoine 44, Rob
Burns 47, Sameer Kahn 48, Raynor
DeNizo 48
Immaculata 168, Scotch PlainsFanwood 179
Immaculata: Brian Hart 36, Eric
Cubilus 42, Doug Lesko 43, Steve
Foley 47
SP-F: Mats Notoane 43, Brian
Muller 44, Jack Egan and Mike
Sprung 46

High School Boys/Girls
Track and Field Results:
APRIL 2:
Boys: Scotch Plains-Fanwood 89,
Cranford 38
Raider Ray Williams placed first
in four events.
100: Williams (S) 10.7
200: Williams (S) 21.5
400: Williams (S) 47.6
800: Zack McGuire (S) 2:03
1,600: Kevin Brown (C) 4:30
3,200: Ed Clinton (C) 10:14.9
110H: Giacomo Palumbo (S) 16.5
400H: Palumbo (S) 1:01
High Jump: Mike Walker (S) 5’0”
Long Jump: Williams (S) 21’1”
Pole Vault: Josh Liss (S) 8’6”
Shot Put: Chris Feighner (S) 46’9”
Discus: Feighner (S) 116’6”
Javelin: Dennis Rasmussen (C) 148’ 0”
4x400: Cranford (3:44.3)

Girls: Scotch Plains-Fanwood 76,
Cranford 44
Jayme Ferraro captured four first
places for the Raiders.
100: Lauren Perrotta (S) 13.4

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-17292-01
BANK ONE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
AS TRUSTEE, PLAINTIFF vs. ANGEL A.
SANTOS, ET ALS., DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 4, 2002 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 1ST DAY OF
MAY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
NINE THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED SEVENTY SIX & 97/100 ($109,976.97).
The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07206, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.
Commonly known as: 622-624 SOUTH
PARK STREET a/k/a 622 SOUTH PARK
STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07206.
Tax Lot No. 1229 in Block No. 7
Dimension of Lot: approximately 49.51
feet wide by 100.05 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Sixth Street
Situated at a point on the southwesterly
sideline of South Park Street distance approximately 275.49 feet from its intersection
with the northwesterly sideline of Sixth Street.
PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Judgment #DJ-066557-1989 dated August 11, 1989, $90.00.
Judgment #DJ-091634-1990 dated August 31, 1990, $90.00.
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED SIXTEEN THOUSAND
NINE-HUNDRED SIXTY FOUR & 34/100
($116,964.34) together with lawful interest
and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-756493 - (WL)
4 T - 4/4, 4/11, 4/18
& 4/25/02
Fee: $210.12

200: Ferraro (S) 26.2
400: Jill Koscielecki (S) 1:00.2
800: Jenna Balestriere (S) 2:36.4
1,600: Mallory Harlin (C) 5:41
3,200: Jessica Barr (C) 12:15.9
100H: Ferraro (S) 16.5
400H: Ferraro (S) 1:07.9
High Jump: Ferraro (S) 4’8”
Long Jump: Perrotta (S) 13’9.5”
Shot Put: Diane Matusiefski (C) 31’2”
Discus: Matusiefski (C) 103’1”
Javelin: Matusiefski (C) 91’4”
4x400: (S) (Aja Bundy, Perrotta,
Balestriere, Koscielecki) 4:24.7

Governor Livingston (GL) 81,
Roselle 37, GL 96 Hillside 12
Senior Highlander Dana McCurdy
won three events in the darknessabbreviated meet.
100: Jessica Swenson (GL) 14.2
200: Carla Wynter (R) 27.0
400: Wynter (R) 1:01.1
800: Jessica Talbot (GL) 2:38
1,600: Talbot (GL) 5:58
100H: McCurdy (GL) 15.5
400H: McCurdy (GL) 1:08.5
High Jump: Wynter (R) 4’6”
Long Jump: McCurdy (GL) 15’5”
Shot Put: Luci Custis (R) 28’8”
Discus: Amanda Penabad (GL) 85’2”
Javelin: Margy Goodspeed (GL) 101’3”

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-18749-98
EMC MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF vs. EUGENE EARLE, ET AL,
DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MARCH 24, 1999 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 24TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
THIRTY ONE THOUSAND TWO-HUNDRED
FOURTEEN
&
42/100
($131,214.42).
The property to be sold, is located in the
City of Elizabeth in the County of Union,
New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 843 Summer Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
Tax Lot No. 1556 in Block 4
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 32
feet wide by 125 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the northeasterly side of Summer Street 518 feet
from the northwesterly side of Grier Avenue.
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED SIXTY SEVEN THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED NINETEEN & 06/
100 ($167,919.06) together with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
ATTORNEYS
1139 Spruce Drive
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1-908-233-8500
FILE NO. XVZ38682
CH-756586 - (WL)
4 T - 3/28, 4/4, 4/11
& 4/18/02
Fee: $191.76

The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Page 11

Local High School Boys
Varsity Tennis Results:
APRIL 4:
Westfield 4.5, Old Bridge 0.5
First singles: Griffin Maloney (W) d.
Jason Leskowitz, 6-3, 6-2
Second singles: Rich Moran (W) drew
with Ryan Giobo, 7-5, 5-7
Third singles: Dave Eisenberg (W) d.
Will Prince, 7-5, 6-3
First doubles: Shaun Simone and
Ryan Miller (W) d. Dan Tsin and Albert
Liu, 6-0, 6-2
Second doubles: Devin Power and
Doug Shineman (W) d. Victor Shiu and Matt
Shredder, 6-0, 6-0

Ridge 3, Governor Livingston 2
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AGGRESSIVE AT THE PLATE...Raider freshman Chris D’Annunzio delights
at going after the first pitch. He was successful with two singles and two RBI
against the Panthers.

First singles: Frank Geiger (GL) d.
Sam Chu, 6-2, 7-6 (7-5)
Second singles: Yiwey Shieh (GL) d.
Jake Cutler, 6-3, 6-1
Third singles: Dave Laffrey (R) d.

Malamug, 6-4, 6-2
Third singles: Dave Eisenberg d. Ron
Bapsis, 6-2, 6-0
First doubles: Shaun Simone and Ryan
Miller d. Dave McCary and Ali Razza, 6-0, 6-2
Second doubles: Alex Jaslow and
Doug Shineman d. Phil Koszulinski and
Justin Harais, 6-2, 6-0

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Cranford 1

4,

First singles: Scott Zucker (C) d. Terry
Levine, 6-3, 6-4
Second singles: Mike Thompson (S)
d. Keith Louie, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4
Third singles: Josh Sanders (S) d.
Josh Lasky, 6-4, 6-4
First doubles: Adam Corbin and Jason
Krueger (S) d. Mike Eisert and Jeremy Martin, 6-0, 6-4
Second doubles: Simon Poplyansky
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DELIVERING A RIGHT “LACROSSE”...Blue Devil Dillon DePalmer, No. 17,
is the victim of a right La‘crosse’ delivered from a Summit Hilltopper.

Panthers Score 4 in 6th, Top
Raider Diamond Boys, 7-3

Hungry Hilltoppers Handle
Blue Devil Boy Laxers, 12-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

the Panthers in the fifth. Showing
some arm stiffness in the sixth, he
yielded singles to McCarthy and Justin Lorentzen before being relieved
by Steve Horn, who walked the next
two batters to give the Panthers a 43 lead. Two more runs crossed when
a fly ball to center was misjudged
and the fourth run of the inning
crossed after an error at third.
“I thought that he was done when
he gave up the two walks, but he
came back strong in the next inning,” said Homm. In the sixth inning, “he got up to around 100
pitches and he walked a few, so I had
to take him out.
Pietrucha had limited time on the

mound last year and, for the most
part, would pitch no more than three
or four innings in a game. This year,
the flame on his pitches seemed to be
more intense and more enduring.
“He always has thrown hard but
he seems to have a little more pop
on the ball this year,” acknowledged Homm. “It was nice to see a
good outing from him today. It was
also good to see a good job from
David (Senatore – No. 1 pitcher)
against Linden. They are our onetwo pitchers and to have them do a
nice job in our first two games is
very positive.”
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APRIL 3:
Union 16, 18, Irvington 2,1
The Farmers improved to 3-0 in
the double rout.
Kearny 10, Plainfield 8
Ryan Olsen had three hits for the
Kardinals and Marcus Wynn had two
hits and four RBI for the Cardinals.
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APRIL 4:
Westfield 3, Clifton 3
Jay Cook had two singles and two
RBI and Josh Ludmer tied the score
with an RBI single in the fifth.

A. L. Johnson 27, Governor
Livingston 5
The Crusaders rocked the Highlanders with a 20-hit battering. Bill
King led the assault with a three-run
homer and Mike Vicci had a triple, a
double and three singles with three
runs scored. Marcello Cavallaro
whacked a two-run homer for the
Highlanders.
Gov. Liv. (0-2-1)
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Immaculata 17, Union Catholic 2
Julian Marsh had an RBI double
for the Vikings.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
At a regular meeting of the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on April 9, 2002 the following decisions
were rendered:
Granted permission to the application for
a Special Use Permit for Jensen’s Ice Cream
located at 447 Park Avenue, Block 1501, Lot
1, B-2 zone, for the placement of two tables
and eight chairs on the front sidewalk, and
two tables and eight chairs on the back patio
of aforementioned address for use by patrons for consumption of food and beverages, as noted on their application, for a
period of one year, subject to:
1.
There would be no adverse effect on
pedestrian traffic or impediments in
sidewalk area.
2.
All the tables and chairs will be brought
in every night after closing for the
remainder of the year 2002.
Granted permission to the application for
a Special Use Permit for the Scotch Plains
Business & Professional Association for
permission to have live musical performers
on various days and at various times in front
of Scotch Plains Music Center, also known
as 403-409 Park Avenue, Block 1501, Lot 8,
B-2 zone, as noted on their application, for
the period April thru October, 2002.
Granted permission to the application for
a Special Use Permit for the Apple Blossom
Flower Shop, also known as 381 Park Avenue, Block 1601, Lot 4, B-2 Zone, for the
placement of “Seasonal Merchandise For
Sale” in front of aforementioned property as
noted on their application for the period
March thru October, 2002, subject to:
1.
All materials not associated with the
display be removed from the sidewalk
at the end of each business day.
2.
That there be no pedestrian impediments on the sidewalk.
3.
That it will always be kept clean, clear
and neat for the remainder of the year
2002.
Granted permission to the application for
a Special Use Permit for the weekly farmers’
produce market, on Saturdays between 8:00
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. from mid-June through
November (depending upon crop availability) at 430 Park Avenue, Block 1105, Lot 1
“P” Zone, as noted on their application.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/11/02, The Times
Fee: $46.41

APRIL 8:
Westfield 5, Scotch PlainsFanwood 0
The Blue Devils were a step ahead
in each slot.
First singles: Griffin Maloney d. Terry
Levine, 6-3, 6-0
Second singles: Rich Moran d. Mike
Thompson, 6-3, 6-4
Third singles: Dave Eisenberg d. Josh
Sanders, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Shaun Simone and Ryan
Miller d. Adam Corbin and Jason Krueger,
6-2, 6-4
Second doubles: Doug Shineman and
Devin Power d. Simom Poplyansky and
Jesse Rogowsky, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2

Dayton 5, Union Catholic 0
First singles: Jared Weisman d. Drew
Terpenning, 6-1, 6-2
Second singles: Chase Fruendlich d.
Dan Majcen, 7-5, 6-0
Third singles: Adam Cohen d. Matt
Esposito, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Brandon Baron and Brian
Serber d. Tino Cerinele andJohn Chalick, 63, 6-0
Second doubles: John Au and Brad
Shortall d. Nick Silva and Mike Vogt, 6-0, 6-0
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David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Raider Terry Levine (1st singles)

2002 Raider Soccer Camp
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APRIL 5:
Ridge 9, Union Catholic 3
Joe Medway did all of the Vikings’
damage with two singles and three
RBI.

and Harry Yang (S) d. Mike Winters and Joe
Cancilleri, 6-0, 6-3

8
9

Ridge (1-0-1)
Gov. Liv. (0-1-1)

020
200

First singles: Griffin Maloney d. Kevin
Hopkins, 6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Rich Moran d. Khalil

APRIL 8:
Cranford 9, Westfield 8
Just after the Blue Devils were
ranked Union County’s No. 1 team,
they let an 8-3 lead literally “walk”
away in the bottom of the seventh
inning. Blue Devil Jay Cook had
three hits, Josh Ludmer had two and
Jim McKeon had a triple.

Governor Livingston 7, Ridge 7
Marcello Cavallaro smacked a tworun triple in the sixth and Mike
Fullowan tied the score with an RBI
single in the seventh.

100
010

APRIL 5:
Westfield 5, Piscataway 0

9
27

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 11,
Shabazz 1
Kyle Adams had three hits and
three RBI, Marcus Dockery had a
three-run double, Chris D’Annunzio
had two doubles and Andrew Pavoni
and Jeff Hensal each added a double.

Westfield (2-0-1)
Clifton (1-0-1)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING AT FIRST SINGLES...Blue Devil senior Griffin Maloney defeated
Jason Leskowitz of Old Bridge, 6-3, 6-2, on April 4.
Charles Bong, 6-2, 6-2
First doubles: Kris Rhu and Dave Novak
(R) d. Chris Barnett and Kevin Guidicipietro,
6-4, 6-2
Second doubles: Matt Negele and Luke
Dourado (R) d. Oliver Eng and Shawn Modi,
6-3, 6-3

Union County High School
Varsity Baseball Results:
APRIL 2:
Immaculata 12, Governor
Livingston 0
Spartan pitcher Chris Rini allowed
a hit only to Highlander Mike
Fullowan.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School
In Association with Brazilian Soccer Academy

ENROLL NOW! TWO SESSIONS ONLY!
JULY 8-12 & JULY 29 - AUGUST 2
Kindersoccer for ages 5
Grades 1-11 - Boys & Girls

DIRECTORS

FEES
“Kindersoccer”: $115.00 / session;
$210.00 for both sessions
Grades 1-4: $120.00 / session;
$220.00 for both sessions
Grades 5-11: $170.00 / session;
$320.00 for both sessions

Tom Breznitsky: Head Boys’ Soccer CoachScotch Plains Fanwood High School
Pascal Clerigo: Brazilian Soccer Academy
Roger Bongaerts: Director- Adidas ESP Camp
HOURS:
“Kindersoccer”: 9:00 am - 11:30 pm
Grades 1-4: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Grades 5 - 11: 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

TO CONTACT CAMP: Please call: (908) 322-6102 or
email: Raidercamp@aol.com
REGISTER EARLY! ENROLMENT IS LIMITED!

C

O

M

P

A

N

Y

908-322-6405
Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
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lead. However, considering the relentless bombardment, Kotch had
played well and finished with seven
superb saves.
“A lot of the shots were one-onone. So, we need the defense in front
of him (Kotch) to help out. You can’t
just let these guys unload and expect
your goalie to make all the huge
saves,” stressed Benaquista.
Hilltopper Keith Schroeder, who
finished with five goals and an assist,
scored his first goal on an intercept
then J. P. Coviello, who finished with
three goals and four assists, upped
the score to 3-0 with a point-blank
shot. Matt Starker, who finished with
two goals and two assists, scored
next then Coviello and Schroeder
each added another.
Blue Devil freshman attacker Evan

Devil Laxers Slash
Cougar Boys, 14-10

Sullivan broke the shutout early in
the second quarter but J. R. Parker
and Schroeder each netted a goal to
give Summit an 8-1 lead at the half.
Less than a minute into the second
half, Schroeder bullied inside and
scored. Later in the quarter, Starker,
Schroeder and Coveillo hit gold again.
In the fourth quarter, junior
midfielder Dan Kane mangled the
net after a fine assist from senior Tim
Mansfield. Junior attacker Billy
Schultz fired in the final goal on a
slick sidearm shot from approximately 12-yards out.
Benaquista cautioned, “It doesn’t
get easier the rest of the way. There
are teams we will play who are just as
good as Summit. It’s going to be a
long year. We have to get better as the
year goes on and learn more and
more. We have to play each game.
It’s about who wants it more.”
Summit
Westfield
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0
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The Westfield High School boys’
lacrosse team got six goals from junior
attacker Billy Schultz and defeated
Columbia, 14-10, in Maplewood on
April 8. The eighth-ranked Blue Devils improved to 3-1 while the 14thranked Cougars cowered to 1-3.
Dan Kane had three goals and two
assists and Tim Mansfield flicked in
three goals and had an assist. Gil
Arbitsman netted a goal and two
assists and Evan Sullivan had a goal
and an assist. Chris MacDonald and
Greg Elliott each had an assist. Goalie
Dan Kotch had three saves and Brian
Pirot had 10.

The Westfield High School girls’
lacrosse team won its season opener
by bouncing Blair, 13-8, in Westfield
on April 3. Senior center Morgan
Lang netted seven goals to lead the
Blue Devils.
After a halftime deadlock at 5-5,
Lang flicked in five of the Blue Devils’ eight second-half goals. Ali Pino
and Ashley Kent (one assist) each
fired in two goals and goalie Julie
Vanarelli made six saves.

Westfield
Columbia

Blair
Westfield
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Devil Laxers Bounce
Blair Girls, 13-8
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Highlander Boys, Girls Win
MVC Track & Field Relays

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOO LATE FOR THE TAG...Blue Devil shortstop Nicole DeFabio gets the
throw a little too late as Highlander Kerri Moore slides into second base. The
Highlanders won a 2-0 thriller.

Highlander Softballers Jolt
Blue Devils in, 2-0, Thriller
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

and mangled the ball to center for an
RBI single.
Blue Devil shortstop, Nicole DiFabio
ripped a single to right in the bottom
of the third. G.L’s Freda responded
in the top of the fourth with a single,
as did right fielder Rachel Wagner
for the Blue Devils.
Then in the top of the sixth inning,
Highlander Moore ripped a sharp
single to right and first baseman
Kathleen Dreitlein advanced the runner by delivering a beautiful bunt
down the third baseline. Dann stepped
to the plate and drilled an RBI single
to make the score 2-0.
In the bottom of the sixth, McDonald
collected the third hit for the Blue
Devils, a single to right.
PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town Bank of Westfield
520 South Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090-1402
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF
SHAREHOLDERS TO BE HELD
THURSDAY, APRIL 25,2002
TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF THE
TOWN BANK OF WESTFIELD:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Annual Shareholders Meeting of The Town
Bank of Westfield (the “Bank”) will be held at
the Echo Lake Country Club, Springfield
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 on
April 25, 2002, at 10:00 a.m. Eastern Time,
for the following purposes:
(1) To elect (4) Class 2 Directors to hold
office until the Annual Meeting to be
held in 2005, and one (2) Class 4 Directors to hold office until the next Annual
Meeting, with the Directors of each class
to hold office until a successor for each
is duly elected and qualified.
(2) To approve and adopt the Bank’s 2002
Employee Stock Option Plan.
(3) To ratify the appointment of KPMG LLP
as the external auditors for the Bank for
the 2002 fiscal year.
(4) Such other business as may properly
come before the meeting and any adjournment thereof.
By Order of the Board of Directors
Angela Bellino
Corporate Secretary
1 T - 4/11/02, The Leader
Fee: $32.13

 Ceilings
 Windows
 Bathrooms
 Roofing
 Finished
Basements

“I told the kids it was a well-played
game and they really played well,”
noted Westfield Head Coach Maggie
McFadden. “We made that one mistake by dropping the ball in the
outfield. That wasn’t exactly the
best way to start out the game. In the
past year, they would have fallen
apart, probably giving up a lot of
runs. They hung in there and kept
the game close. We had a chance to
win the game all the way through
the seventh inning. I would like us
to hit the ball better and get runners
in scoring position. G.L. is a good
team, they made the plays when
they had to, but, I expect to face
them later on in the counties and
hopefully the outcome will be different then.”
Gov. Livingston (3-1) 010 001 0
Westfield (2-1)
000 000 0
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0

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
of the Township of Scotch Plains held on
April 4, 2002, the following decisions of the
Board were memorialized:
Granted a Variance with conditions to
Stephen and Marianne Luongo to utilize
a portion of the existing garage as a mudroom at the property located at 1636 King
Street (Block 11501, Lot 11), Scotch
Plains.
Granted a side-yard setback Variance
with conditions to Joseph and Grace Ingato
in conjunction with the installation of an
above-ground pool at the property located at
2115 Algonquin Drive (Block 8502, Lot
25), Scotch Plains.
Granted a rear-yard Variance to Danny
DiFrancesco in conjunction with the construction of an addition at the property located at 1945 Grenville Road (Block
12502, Lot 24), Scotch Plains.
Granted a rear-yard setback Variance to
John and Jo Ann Kovalcik in conjunction
with the addition of a sunroom and deck at
the property located at 2049 Church Avenue (Block 2401, Lot 6), Scotch Plains.
Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the
Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains
1 T - 4/11/02, The Times
Fee: $29.58

The Governor Livingston boys and
girls each won the Mountain Division of the Mountain Valley Conference track and field Relays held in
Berkeley Heights on April 6. The
boys totaled 94 points, captured first
place in four events and placed in the
top-three in 10 of the 14 events. The
girls totaled an even 100 points and
seized five firsts while placing in the
top-three in 12 of the 13 events.
Marty Moroney, Colin Price and
Rob Hernandez teamed to win the
javelin with a total distance of 438’9”.
Highlanders Jeremy Pfund, Alex
Hotz, Mike Prazak and Mike
Carmody won the 4x800 with a time
of 8:57.3. Doug Auchter, Pfund, Jason Corwin and Carmody took first
in the sprint medley relay with a time
of 3:43.1. Prazak, Matt Sidie, Mark
Burnett and Hotz won the distance
medley relay with a time of 11:15.3.
GL took second in the high jump
with a height of 10’10”, second in the
shot put with a distance of 118’6.5”
and second in the pole vault with a
height of 17’6”. GL placed third in the
4x200 with a time of 1:38.9, third in
the intermediate hurdles with a time
of 3:13.8 and third in the discus with
a distance of 314’10”.
The Highlander girls, who won
their fourth-straight MVC, breezed
to first in the sprint medley relay –
Dana McCurdy, Chrissy McCurdy,
Emily Glynn and Megs DiDario –
with a time of 4:16.9. Dana and
Chrissy McCurdy, Teresa Cavallero
and Veena Ventkatachalam teamed
to win the shuttle hurdles with a
time of 1:11.1. Dana and Chrissy
McCurdy and Ventkatachalam combined to win the intermediate hurdles
with a time of 3:39.3.
GL also took first in two field

Viking Boys Crush
Comet Baseballers

events, the discus and the javelin.
Karen Bocian, Erin Coughlin and
Amanda Penabad had a combined
distance of 247’10” in the discus and
Jennell Crincoli, Margy Goodspeed
and Nicole Taeschler won the javelin
with a distance of 286’2”.
GL placed second in the 4x800
with a time of 10:42 and second in
the distance medley at 13:48.6. GL
finished third in the 4x100 at 54.4,
third in the 4x200 at 1:55.2, third in
the high jump with a height of 9’0”,
third in the long jump with a distance
of 28’7.75” and third in the shot put
with a distance of 87’1.5”.
TOP 5 GIRLS TEAMS:
1. Governor Livingston 100, 2. Roselle
Catholic 66, 3. Ridge and Roselle 58, 5. A.
L. Johnson 40
TOP 5 BOYS TEAMS:
1. Governor Livingston 94, 2. Ridge 83,
3. Roselle 71, 4. Roselle Catholic 57, 5.
Rahway 43

The Class 5 Boys Team from
Surgents Elite School of Gymnastics
in Garwood competed in the 26th
Annual New Jersey State Gymnastics Championship held in Clifton on
March 23 with outstanding results.
All the members of the team in the
age 8-9 category qualified for the
regional competition to be held at
the University of Maryland at Baltimore on April 13.
Andrew Gialanella of Westfield
placed in all six events, taking fifth in
the all-around with a score of 47.8. He
took third in pommel horse and high
bar, sixth in floor and parallel bars,
seventh in rings and 10th in vault.
Justin Catalano of Mountainside
placed in all six events, taking eighth
in all-around with a score of 44.3. He
took sixth place in high bar, seventh
in parallel bars, eighth in floor, ninth

The Governor Livingston High
School softball team opened its season with a 5-1 victory over
Immaculata in Branchburg on April
2. Highlander centerfielder Megan
Butler led the 11-hit attack with three
hits and two runs scored.
Kerri Moore ripped a two-run
double to spark a three-run third
inning. Kristen Hauser also drilled a
double. Pitcher Lindsay Sheppard
picked up the win. Jen Cullen had an
RBI for Immaculata.
Gov. Livingston
Immaculata
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Lady Devils Bombard
St. Elizabeth Laxers

Pitcher Joe Medway fired a threehitter as the Union Catholic High
School baseball team crushed the
Hillside Comets, 18-0, in Hillside on
April 2. Viking Roger Barrueco led
the offense with four hits, including a
triple, two RBI and three runs scored.
Medway and Matt Smith each
thumped a triple in the 14-hit attack
and Adam Rusnock, Kevin Gates
and Steve Esperon each added a
double.
Union Catholic
Hillside

St. Elizabeth
Westfield

18
0

Surgent’s Gymnasts Excel
At State Championship

Highlanders Slap
Spartan Girls, 5-1

The Westfield High School girls’
lacrosse team boosted its record to 20 with a 13-5 victory over St. Elizabeth on April 5 in Westfield. Blue
Devil Brittany Miller burned the net
five times and added an assist while
teammate Ali Pino netted three goals.
Morgan Lang and Ashley Kent
fired in two goals apiece and Ashley
Flood flicked in a goal. Laura
Shelman and Kristen Pollock each
contributed an assist. Goalie Julie
Vanarelli made nine saves. Kelly
Sullivan scored three goals for St.
Elizabeth.

495 0x
000 00

NINTH IN THE POMMEL HORSE...Daniel Zavaro of Westfield took ninth in
the pommel horse at the New Jersey State Gymnastics Championships on
March 23.

PUBLIC NOTICE
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PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

FIRST IN ALL-AROUND...Christian
Barber, 8, of Westfield won the level 6
all-around competition at the State
Gymnastics Championships in Clifton
with a total of 56.6. He also took first
in pommel horse at 9.3 and parallel
bars with a total of 9.7.

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
TYPE OF MEETING:

Regular Public Meeting

DATE OF MEETING:

Thursday, April 18, 2002

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME:

7:45 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

The Board will meet in public session on April
18, 2002 to take action on board agenda items.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 4/11/02, The Times

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Action will be taken.
Fee: $33.66

in pommel horse and vault, and 10th
in rings.
Westfield’s Bobby Oberlander
placed in three events, taking ninth
in the all-around with a score of 44.3.
He took fourth in pommel horse,
fifth in rings and 10th in floor.
Westfield’s Kevin Clancy placed in
four events and finished 11th in the
all-around with a score of 41.0. He
took sixth in pommel horse, eighth
in vault, and ninth in parallel bars
and high bars.
Daniel Zavaro of Westfield, who
faced tough competition in the age 1011 group, took ninth in pommel horse,
one of his best events, and finished
with an all-around score of 47.8.

WTA Men’s Singles
Tourney Announced
The Westfield Tennis Association (WTA) is sponsoring a Men’s
Singles Tournament on the weekend of May 4 and will be limited to
16 players. The first several rounds
will be played on Saturday, May 4
at Tamaques Park courts starting at
8:30 a.m.
Players will be seeded based on
the results of the past season(s).
The finals will be played on Sunday morning, May 5, at Tamaques
Park, in a best 2-out-of-3 set format. Balls will be provided. Trophies will be awarded to the finalists. The cost per person is $10.
Westfield residents will have preference if applications are received
by Wednesday, May 1. Afterwards
the tournament will be opened to
non-residents.
The application is available on
the WTA website at www.
westfieldnj.com/wta, or just mail
your name, address, tennis rating,
and payment in. Mail application
and payment to WTA, Box 125,
Westfield, NJ 07091. For questions, please e-mail to Mike
McGlynn
at:
mike987654@comcast.net or call
Mike at (908) 654-1651.

Westfield

PSYCHIC
TAROT
CARD
/EBJA@4A=@AH

Mrs. D

Help on all problems of life, love,
business, marriage & health.

(908) 789-3043

1/2 off with this ad • Hours : 9am - 9pm

Paver Brick Driveways
Walks & Patios • Stone
Retaining Walls • New
Plantings • Drainage
Systems • Masonary Work

- Certified Brick
Paver Installers

Serving Westfield
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CHILDCARE NEEDED

CLASSIFIEDS

PT or FT, Non-Smoking
to care for 3 & 8 yr old.
References Required.
Please Call (908) 789-8791
ELDERLY CARE

Elderly Care Service provides
European trained live-ins. They
assist with personal care, housekeeping and cooking.
973-827-6105 Ask for Barbara.
GARAGE/MOVING SALE

Saturday, April 13, 9AM - 4PM
105 Glenside Avenue, Scotch Plains
Bar, Roll-Top Desk, Luggage,
Camaras, Crib, Games
& Much More.

SINKING THE FREE THROW...Alli Macdonald of the St. Helen’s sixth-grade
girls’ basketball team sinks free throw as Nina Brownstone and Danielle
Infantino box out in St. Helen’s tournament game.

St. Helen’s Hoops Girls End
With Successful Season
St. Helen’s 6th-grade girls’ basketball team was defeated by Clark6, 25-11, in the IHM Tournament
finals. Previously, Clark also beat St.
Helen’s in the super league finals,
ending an 18-game winning streak
that included four tournament titles.
Even with a second place finish in
the IHM tournament, the girls had a
fantastic, 64-9, and won 40 of their
last 42 games.
In the IHM finals, St. Helen’s
trailed at halftime, 11-7, hitting just
one of ten foul shots. Star Stephanie
Slodyzcka fouled out early in the
second half and Clark-6 took total
control of the game.
Slodyszka set an all-time St.
Helen’s girls single-season scoring
record with 803 points, bringing her
two-year total to 882 with two seasons left. Erin Miller scored 739
points in 72 games, upping her twoyear total to 1,003.
Alli Macdonald was the rebounding leader. Point guard Rose Driscoll
led the team in assists and always

defended the opposing team’s top
scoring guard. Danielle Infantino was
the third leading scorer and
rebounder. Krissy Wendel was the
most accurate shooter. First-year
player Elizabeth Harbaugh has shown
tremendous potential. Allison
Oberlander’s improved play along
with excellent shooting range was a
big factor. Annie Depalmer and Nina
Brownstone have been developing
into excellent all-around players and
were key factors defensively.
Fifth graders Kate Sheridan and
Cassie Simcox played exceptionally
well going up against most 6th-grade
teams.
Any girls from St. Helen’s who
would like to play next season, please
call Coach Ed Miller at (908) 2336536. Any girls from Holy Trinity or
Westfield are welcome to try out, but
preference is given to parishioners.
If there is enough interest, teams for
grades 3-4, 5-6, and 7-8 will be established. Coaches and players are
needed.

Rally Walk to End Hunger
Planned at Mindowaskin
WESTFIELD – The Coalition for
Hunger Awareness of Union and
Somerset Counties, an interfaith
group of congregations, non-profit
and civic organizations, will hold
its 10th Annual Rally Walk to End
Local Hunger on Sunday, May 5.
Westfield Police Chief Bernard
Tracy is the Honorary Walk Chairperson, while Dr. Sanford Fineman,
a founder of the Yes We Care Soup
Kitchen, will be the keynote
speaker.
Larry Lerner, Chairman of the
Jewish Community Relations
Council, and Alfred Gelfond, President of the Jewish Federation of
Central New Jersey, will speak during the rally portion of the event.
The walk will begin in
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield at
1 p.m. for the five-mile participants, but walkers also have the
option of choosing a three-mile

WTA Announces
Open Tennis Lessons
Karen Dorne, president of the
Westfield Tennis Association, announced that the application for
the WTA tennis lesson program is
available on the WTA web site
www.westfieldnj.com/wta/ or call
(908) 317-0001. The spring session begins April 15 and the summer session begins June 10.
The WTA offers instruction for
children in second grade thru adult,
from beginner to adult advanced
strategy classes. Non-Westfield
residents will be accepted. The
WTA is a non-profit organization.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Thomas J. Savage,
Esq., Savage & Serio, 153 RocktownLambertville Road, Lambertville, New
Jersey 08530
NATURE OF SERVICE: Special legal
Counsel for the Township of Scotch Plains
before the Merit Board entitled Appeal of
R.L.
DURATION: As needed.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $3,500.00
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/11/02, The Times
Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of: JOHN A. WALSWEER, Deceased
Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 5TH day of APRIL, A.D. 2002, upon the
application of the undersigned, as EXECUTOR of the estate of said deceased, notice
is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and demands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order, or they will be forever barred from
prosecuting or recovering the same against
the subscriber.
JANE M. WALSWEER
EXECUTOR
ATTORNEY
JAMES M. MINER
533 SOUTH AVENUE WEST
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
1 T - 4/11/02, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

route starting at 1:30 p.m. or a onemile route at 2 p.m.
All participants will end up at
Mindowaskin Park for the rally,
where free refreshments, courtesy
of Trader Joe’s and several local
bakeries, will also be available.
“Jay the DJ,” the Church of the
Living God Choir and Mardi Gras,
a quartet of Sweet Adelines singing
in the barbershop tradition, will
provide musical entertainment. Rip
’N’ Ruppert, the Newark Bears mascot, and a clown from “Monkey
Business” will be on hand for the
children.
Tickets to sporting events, gift
certificates and other prizes will be
awarded to walkers who collect the
most sponsors.
The Coalition for Hunger Awareness of Union and Somerset Counties was organized in 1992 to raise
funds to alleviate hunger in local
communities.
Money raised by the walkers and
sponsors will be distributed among
12 hunger relief organizations serving needy families and individuals
in Union and Somerset Counties.
For information on how to become a walker or a sponsor, or on
the Coalition for Hunger Awareness, please call Adrienne at (908)
889-5335.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-14823-01
WELLS FARGO HOME MORTGAGE,
INC., PLAINTIFF vs. EUGENIO LOPEZ,
ET AL., DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
JANUARY 8, 2002 FOR SALE OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 1ST DAY OF
MAY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
SIXTY NINE THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED SIXTY FIVE & 20/100 ($169,965.20).
Property to be sold is located in the City
of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.
Premises commonly known as 827 Martin Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07206.
BEING KNOWN as LOT 884, BLOCK 7,
on the official Tax Map of the City of Elizabeth.
Dimensions: 24.30 feet x 9.84 feet x
122.50 feet x 34.00 feet x 124.00 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Division Street.
The Sheriff hereby reserves the right
to adjourn this sale without further notice by publication.
Subject to unpaid taxes, assessments,
water and sewer liens.
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED EIGHTY ONE THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT &
01/100 ($181,548.01) together with lawful
interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
FEDERMAN AND PHELAN, P.C.
Suite 505 Sentry Office Plaza
216 Haddon Avenue
Westmont, New Jersey 08108
CH-756507 - (WL)
4 T - 4/4, 4/11, 4/18
& 4/25/02
Fee: $193.80
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AUTO FOR SALE

FOR RENT

1988 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme, Red, 70K, great condition, very clean, comfortable, great
stereo, perfect 1st car. Must sell!
Located in Scotch Plains $2,000
(908) 400-1276

WESTFIELD - Oversized 2 car
garage, ideal for storage.
Immediate availability. Safe,
secure location. $295.00/m Call
Lori 973-397-3541 or evenings
973-540-1671.

OFFICE SUITES AVAILABLE

HOUSE CLEANING

Westfield. Prime location, center
of town, in modern elevator building. High ceilings, palladian windows. Adj parking and NY trains.
4,200 sq. ft. to divide.
email: RSSLKS2@aol.com
ph: (908) 561-3583

GET IT DONE RIGHT!
EXPERIENCE, QUALITY,
HONESTY!
LOCAL REFERENCES.
CALL 973-418-6550

SP-F U-11 Thunder Fall to
N. Providence, Piscataway
The Blue Thunder of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
U-11 division opened their season
with two heartbreaking losses. On
April 2, they fell to the New Providence Cougars, 3-0, and on April 7,
they dropped a 3-2 decision to the
Piscataway Eagles. The Thunder outshot their opponents in both contests.
Andrew Smith and Matt Bonner
shared the goaltending duties and

U12 Girls’ Soccer Team
Forms in Union County
A new U12 girls’ soccer team is
forming for the Union County area.
The Centennial Diamonds will play
under the Centennial Soccer Club/
Union County. The team will be
coached and trained by B licensed
professionals.
Games will be played in the fall
and spring. Open tryouts will be held
Thursday, April 25, and Wednesday,
May 1, at the Orange Avenue Field in
Cranford. For more information,
please call (908) 654-8570.

turned in a solid performance. They
faced a minimum amount of shots
thanks in part to the tough defense of
Danny Gore, Marc Fusillo, Colin
Grimm, Danny Rodriguez, Mike
Lauricella and Mike Roth.
The Thunder forwards did their
part keeping the ball in their opponents’ end throughout both games.
Josef Ellis, Greg Bencivengo, Mark
Koransky, Eddie Byron, Reid Miller,
Joseph Del Prete, Chris McManus
and Jack Dunphy kept constant pressure on their opponents. Throughout
the two games, the Thunder out-shot
their opponents 44-14.
Against the Eagles, the Thunder
came out roaring as Miller took a
perfect pass from Byron and found
the corner to put the Thunder up 1-0.
As the first half was winding down,
Ellis pounced on a loose ball in front
of the Eagles goal to give the Thunder a 2-0, halftime lead.

PAL Corner Watch:
Keep an eye open here for
Westfield PAL Football and Flag
Football registration date/time/
place. Registration dates are not
confirmed as of yet, but will be
before the end of the school year.
Any questions, please call the PAL
phone line at (908) 233-7105

Westfield Y to Offer
Weight-Loss Program
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Y, located at 220 Clark Street, will
begin a new program next month
that will address individual weight
loss and fitness goals.
Designed by a registered dietician and certified fitness instructor, the program will combine determination of a healthy weight
with exercise to maintain desired
results.
The program will begin on Saturday, May 4, from 9 to 11 a.m. and
run through Saturday, June 22. The
fee is $225.
The eight-week program will
consist of weekly, one-hour meetings, followed by a 50-minute exercise session.
The first session will include
measuring body composition and
inches, and every session will include a weigh-in. At the end of the
eight-week program, participants
will have their body composition
re-evaluated to see the changes.
Participants may register at the Y
front desk. For more information,
please call the Y at (908) 233-2700.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY
POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
The Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative
Theatre, Inc. admits young people of any
race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the
rights, privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made available to young
people in the company. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic and
national origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and
other company-administered programs.
1 T – 4/11/02, The Leader
Fee: $13.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to Pamela & Peter Sayles to construct an addition on the property at 201
Marian Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey being Block 86 Lot 10.
Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Borough Hall during normal business hours.
Pamela & Peter Sayles
201 Marian Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 4/11/02, The Times
Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF AUDIT REPORT
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2001 AUDIT REPORT OF
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S. 40A:5-7
COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS - STATUTORY BASIS
DECEMBER
31, 2001

DECEMBER
31, 2000

Cash and Investments
Taxes, Assessments, Liens and
Utility Charges Receivable
Property Acquired for Taxes Assessed Value
Accounts Receivable
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation General Capital
General Fixed Assets

$ 2,138,299.07

$ 2,137,363.86

175,433.84

166,295.54

12,279.00
472,585.05

12,279.00
527,778.23

4,332,260.04
5,617,914.83

3,716,111.04
5,498729.83

TOTAL ASSETS

$ 12,748,771.83

$ 12,058,557.50

ASSETS

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE
Bonds and Notes Payable
Improvement Authorizations
Other Liabilities and Special Funds
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable
Fund Balances
Investment in General Fixed Assets
TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE

$ 2,499,000.00
2,244,828.62
1,232,041.70
287,397.95
867,588.73
5,617,914.83

$ 2,222,000.00
1,831,894.40
1,345,955.66
279,858.84
880,118.77
5,498,729,.83

$ 12,748,771.83

$ 12,058,557.50

SERVICES
Email Ellen with any task...
Big or Small...
Business or personal.
Email:
Ellensupport@AOL.com
FOR SALE

Maclaren Vogue 2000 Stroller
for Sale - navy blue, 5pt harness, rain cover included.
Asking $125.00.
Call Annette at (908) 232-4223
FOR SALE

CHILDCRAFT PLAY SET;
fort tower, hammock, swing,
rock climbing wall, and more.
Orig. $2400. Sell $950.
(908) 301-0709
FLOOR REFINISHING

Applied Wood
Refinishing & new floors.
900 types of wood.
VISA/MC
908-874-7179
TUTORING

Certified K-8 Teacher with Masters
in Education will tutor in your home.
All Subjects. Experience in public
and private schools. References
Available.
Call Lore (908) 490-0741
AUTO FOR SALE

1992 HONDA ACCORD LX
4-DOOR, BLUE, 147K
$3,500
(908) 233-5089
PUBLIC NOTICE
The County of Union Department of Human Services Paratransit System will hold a
Public Hearing on Tuesday, May 14th, 2002
at 7:00 p.m. at the Union County, Administration Building, 6th Floor Freeholder’s Meeting Room, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth,
New Jersey. The hearing will be held in
order to gather information and comments
from interested parties concerning funding
received by the county from the "Senior
Citizen and Disabled Resident Transportation Assistant’s Act" (Casino Revenue) for
transportation of senior citizens and disabled residents of Union County. The public
is invited to attend and participate.
1 T - 4/11/02, The Leader
Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to COMMERCE BANK, N.A. for a
wall mounted logo sign on the property identified as 580 North Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, Block 68, Lots 34 and 35.
Documents pertaining to this Application
are available for public inspection at the
Borough Hall during normal business hours.
Bret Kaplan, Esq.
DiFrancesco, Bateman, Coley,
Yospin, Kunzman, Davis & Leherer
15 Mountain Boulevard
Warren, New Jersey 07059
Attorney for Commerce Bank, N.A.
1 T - 4/11/02, The Times
Fee: $17.34
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HELP WANTED

Teacher, upper elementary
grades. RARE OPPORTUNITY
TO JOIN TEACHING STAFF at a
highly regarded, small independent school in Short Hills, known
for its innovative and enriched curriculum. Qualities desired include
previous teaching experience,
strong liberal arts background,
excellent writing and mathematical abilities, enthusiasm for intellectual inquiry, creativity, resourcefulness and ability to relate well to
young people. Interested applicants should email or fax cover
letter and resume to Matthew
Gould, Assistant Director, Far
Brook School at mgould@far
brook.org, fax (973) 379-8830,
and/or phone (973) 379-3442.
HELP WANTED

Medical Office Manager, Busy 3
doctor practice in Essex County
seeks experienced medical office
manager. Candidate must have
strong billing, staff management and
bookkeeping experience. Detailed
organizational skills a must. Excellent Salary & Benefits. Fax resume
in confidence to (973) 564-8880
HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for parents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details
GARAGE/YARD SALE

Westfield - Redeemer School
229 Cowperthwaite Place
Tag Sale - large variety
9am - 3pm, Saturday, April 13
Rain or Shine.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-7770-98
NORWEST MORTGAGE, INC., PLAINTIFF vs. REGINA SCHUMAN, ET AL, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED DECEMBER 12, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 24TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FORTY SEVEN THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED THIRTY FOUR & 08/100
($147,634.08).
Municipality: Town of Westfield
Street Address: 120 Green Place
Tax Lot: 12
Tax Block: 4801
Approximate Dimensions: 50 feet x 125
feet
Nearest Cross Street: Central Avenue
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED NINTY ONE THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED SIXTY FOUR &
63/100 ($191,564.63) together with lawful
interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
PLUESE, ETTIN, BECKER &
SALTZMAN
A DIV. OF KATZ, ETTIN, LEVINE
905 North Kings Highway
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034
CH-756484 - (WL)
4 T - 3/28, 4/4, 4/11
& 4/18/02
Fee: $171.36

Look carefully.
Your new home
may be here.

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS AND CHANGE
IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND-STATUTORY BASIS
YEAR 2001

YEAR 2000

$ 725,000.00

$ 675,000.00

2,062,244.42

1,990,410.16

155,446.18
15,629,880.76

169,245.42
14,854,415.02

$ 18,572,571.36

$ 17,689,070.60

$ 5,731,798.52
2,580,660.93
9,548,253.45

$ 5,507,311.68
2,410,756.00
9,019,365.32
72,621.79

$ 17,860,712.90

$ 17,010,054.79

$ 711,858.46

$ 679,015.81

876,617.71
$ 1,588,476.17

872,601.90
$ 1,551,617.71

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED
Fund Balance Utilized
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local
Property Tax Levies
Collection of Delinquent Taxes and
Tax Title Liens
Collection of Current Tax Levy
Total Income
EXPENDITURES
Budget Expenditures:
County Taxes
Regional High School Taxes
Miscellaneous
Total Expenditures
Excess in Revenue
Fund Balance
Balance, January 1
Decreased by:
Utilized as Anticipated Revenue
Balance, December 31

725,000.00

675,000.00

$ 863,476.17

$ 876,617.71

RECOMMENDATIONS
None
The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Borough of
Fanwood, County of Union, for the calendar year 2001. This report of audit, submitted by
Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Borough Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any interested
person.
1 T – 4/11/02, The Times
Fee: $121.38

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

WE’LL TAKE YOUR BREATH AWAY. . .
Plainfield- . . .with this prestigous Tudor. 4
Bedrooms, large Living Room with fireplace, formal Dining Room, refurbished Kitchen, wood
floors throughout. . . Great flow for entertaining.
Walking distance to train & bus. Virtual tour on
website. Offered at $379,900.
TAKE A VIRTUAL OFFICE
TOUR ON WEBSITE.

WESTFIELD OFFICE:

908-232-5664
Offices Throughout New Jersey
www.PruNewJersey.com
An independently Owned and Operated Member of
The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.
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Junior League Reveals
Spring Sale, Blood Drive

Free Rabies Clinic Slated
At Scotch Plains Firehouse
SCOTCH PLAINS – A free Rabies Clinic for cats and dogs, sponsored by the Scotch Plains Health
Department, will be held on Wednesday, April 24, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
at the Northside Firehouse, at the
rear of the Municipal Building.
Cats must be contained in a “cat
carrier” or a box and accompanied
by an adult able to control the animal. If this is the animal’s initial
vaccination (which includes those
animals with an unknown vaccination history), the inoculation has a
one-year duration.
Subsequent booster vaccinations
have a three-year duration if the animal is age six months or older. Cats
will be vaccinated during the first
hour, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Dogs must also be accompanied
by an adult able to control the animal. Revaccination is not necessary
for three years unless the dog is
under six months of age, thus requiring revaccination the subsequent year
(or, if the animal’s vaccination history is unknown).
Dog licenses for 2002 will be available at the clinic. The costs are $6.20
if the pet is spayed or neutered and
$9.20 if not. Dogs will be vaccinated
during the second hour, from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m.
The New Jersey Department of
Health recommends vaccination every two years and a license will not

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

be issued by the township unless the
vaccination is valid for the entire
licensing period.

Soroptimists Announce
Benefit Fashion Show
WESTFIELD – The Soroptimist
Club of the Greater Westfield Area, a
service club for executive and professional women, is planning a fashion show to be held at L’Affaire
Restaurant in Mountainside on Tuesday, April 16.
The event will benefit the Domestic Violence Center of Union County.
A silent auction and raffle, along
with cocktails, will be held from
5:30 to 7 p.m. The dinner and fashion
show will follow.
Produced by Debra Van Horn Fashion Show Productions of New York,
the event will feature European and
American designer fashion collections.
Professional New York runway
models will show the latest spring
styles, including designer sportswear,
swim wear, evening wear, suits,
lounge wear and gowns.
A live music combo with a male
vocalist for pre-show dining, as well
as dancers and theatrical effects, will
be part of the evening’s festivities.
Door prizes, raffles and special gifts
will also be featured. For tickets,
please call (908) 272-3301.

SEEKING FORMER SCOUTS…To celebrate the 80th anniversary of the Boy
Scout Troop No. 72 charter, the troop is hoping to hear from any former scouts
or leaders who were part of Troop No. 72 of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. Individuals may contact the troop at (908) 654-8783 or at
diana.kazazis@verizon.net. Pictured above are some of the members of Troop
No. 72 in front of the church.

Multi-Media Items Sought
For May Sale at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – Hoping to
make their Annual Book Sale a
“multi-media” event, the Scotch
Plains Junior Women’s Club and the
Friends of the Scotch Plains Public
Library are asking area residents to
donate videos, compact disks and
books-on-tape this month.
These items will be resold at the
sale, to be held on Saturday, May 18.
“We are looking for professionally-made videos and CDs only – not
home movies or TV shows or CDs
taped from the radio,” said Friends
President Ted Czarnomski.
“We are looking for films, documentaries, children’s videos, how-to
and exercise videos, etc. We are also

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com

A uniquee oopportunity for
new construction in Westfield

looking for music of all kinds. These
items should be in very good condition, since they will be resold,” he
added.
The Junior Women’s Club is sponsoring the event, as it has for more
than 20 years. The Friends of the
Scotch Plains Public Library will
also participate in planning and promoting the day’s activities.
Any resident wishing to donate
videos, compact disks and bookson-tape, as well as books for the sale,
may bring them to the library at 1927
Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains. Items
may be dropped off on Wednesdays
between 5 and 9 p.m. and Saturdays
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

CRANFORD – The Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP),
which includes residents of Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside, will hold its Annual
Spring Sale at the Jumble Store, located at 110 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford.
The sale will take place on Saturday, April 13, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Among the offerings will be new and
gently used baby and children’s
items, including clothing, toys, books
and furniture. Small, accessory furniture pieces, such as chairs, tables,
and lamps, will also be featured.
A desk appropriate for a young
girl’s room and hand-painted by JLEP
member Kelly Komar will be raffled.
Raffle tickets may be purchased at
the Jumble Store through Saturday,
April 13, for $1 each. Participants
need not be present to win.
Individuals interested in donating
additional items for the sale may call
(908) 709-1177 to arrange for a pickup, or may bring them to the Jumble
Store.
A blood drive will be held in conjunction with the sale, sponsored by
the Blood Center of New Jersey. A
blood mobile will be parked outside
the store from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Anyone interested in donating may
sign up in advance by calling (908)
276-1723, or just show up the day of
the drive.
Individuals are asked to bring their

SPACIOUS, INVITING HOME

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lovely Contemporary Split located in one of
Mountainside’s most sought after neighborhoods. Floorto-ceiling brick fireplace in Living Room, cathedral
ceiling in Kitchen, Living Room and Dining Room, 3
Bedrooms, 2-1/2 Baths, and large deck (24 x 12) overlooking flat spacious grounds. Property is .47 acre.
$449,000. Call Yvonne Kimbel Jeka at (908) 522-8388.
Summit Office
401 Springfield Avenue
(908) 273-8000

For more information, contact:

Lola Reed &
Nancy Kronheimer
Weichert, Realtors
908-654-7777

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Orion System Integrators, One Lincoln Highway, Suite 16,
Edison, New Jersey
NATURE OF SERVICE: Consulting systems administrators for the purpose of continuity and security of the Township’s computer systems.
DURATION: As needed.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $25,000.00
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/11/02, The Times
Fee: $16.83

Westfield Office

BUY FOR $2,221

Another first from some of the best
trained agents in real estate.

“We guarantee you’ll meet
your closing date or you’ll
get $1,000 credit.”
Call now for details!

CHARMING
Cranford- Spacious 13 room Old World Colonial, wrap around porch, fireplace, Eat In
Kitchen, in-law suite. $434,000. (052008009)

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Day Care Center will hold its annual
spring clothing sale on Friday, May
10, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday, May 11, from 9 a.m. to noon.
The sale will take place at
Westminster Hall of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, located at
120 Mountain Avenue.
Area residents are invited to donate children’s clothing (infant
through children’s size 14), clean
and in good condition. Children’s
books and toys are also welcome.
Items will be accepted at the
Westfield Day Care Center office,
120 Mountain Avenue, between
Monday, April 22, and Friday, May
3. They may be brought to the office
between 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

district’s elementary schools. Flyers
are also available at the Scotch Plains
Public Library and the Fanwood
Memorial Library.
A $5 donation is requested to support the work of the Foundation. The
Education Enrichment Foundation
is a non-profit community organization that fosters education by augmenting programs offered to the students of our local communities.
Since it’s founding in 1994, the
Foundation has funded 56 competitive grants for local teachers who
have developed innovative classroom
projects, the foundation has also promoted summer reading through a
reading incentive program.
The Foundation also presents an
annual Service to Education Award
to an individual who has made outstanding contributions to the development of youth and to the support
of educational opportunities in the
community.
For additional information about
the Foundation or Open a New Door,
you can contact Sally Hogan at (908)
889-4361.

Adult Day Care Center
To Mark 20th Year
CRANFORD – The Engel Adult
Day Care Center of Catholic Community Services, the social services
agency of the Archdiocese of Newark, will celebrate its 20th anniversary tomorrow, Friday, April 12.
The Engel Center, located at 505
South Avenue, East, in Cranford,
provides a social day care program
to all eligible Union County residents. It operates Monday through
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Services include socialization and
peer interaction; specialized exercises; crafts; games, quizzes and other
activities; transportation; respite for
caregivers, and counseling and referrals to social service agencies.
For more information, please call
Hazel Garlic at (908) 497-3944.
PUBLIC NOTICE

185 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Call 908-654-7777

Day Care Center Sets
Spring Clothing Sale

Enrichment Foundation To
Host Evening Of Learning
The Education Enrichment Foundation of Scotch Plains-Fanwood is
hosting Open a New Door, an evening
of learning for adults, on Monday,
April 22 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.
Attendees will be able to sample
two fifty-minute sessions on topics
of their choice. The event will run
from 7 to 9:10 p.m. College Financing, Stock Strategies, Tai Chi, Safety
for Seniors, Long Term Care Insurance, Website Design, Homework
Help for Parents and the History of
Negro League Baseball are some of
the subjects that are being offered.
Pre-registration is recommended
to ensure a space. Registration flyers
will be distributed through the

Elegant New England style farmhouse to be built in wonderful
Westfield neighborhood. Featuring 2 story foyer, LR & FR
with fireplaces, DR, custom EIK, office, MBR suite, 3 additional BR’s, 3 full BTHS, 2nd fl laundry, walk to schools.
Presented at $790,000

Social Security number and a signed
piece of identification.
The Jumble Store is owned and
operated by the JLEP, which is open
to all area women over age 21 who
are interested in volunteerism. All
proceeds from the store benefit community service projects.
No referrals are required. For more
information about the JLEP, please
call (908) 709-1177. For further information about the Jumble Store,
please call (908) 276-0222.

Effective August 2001, Weichert Financial Services will provide individuals who elect to participate in the Weichert Gold Services program a credit decision on their loan
request within 24-hours of receipt of complete applications. This decision is available on the majority of mortgage products offered through Weichert Financial Services.
Certain loan products require independent investor approval, which may exceed the 24-hour time frame. Your Financial Services Consultant will advise you whether the
product you choose qualifies for the 24-hour decision offer. The Gold Services program also guarantees to meet the closing date established with your Realtor as indicated
in your original contract of sale. The Gold Services guarantee requires that mortgage financing, homeowner’s insurance, and title insurance be obtained through the
corresponding Weichert affiliated or licensed companies, Weichert Financial Services, Weichert Insurance Agency, Weichert Title Agency (except in NJ where Title Services
Management, Inc. is licensed to utilize the Weichert name) or in Pennsylvania and Delaware Southeastern Abstract Co. d/b/a Weichert Closing Services Co., and is not
conditioned upon doing business with, that is, listing with or purchasing through a Weichert, Realtors office. In the event the applicable Weichert Gold Services provider is
unable to meet your closing date we will credit $1,000 to you at the time of your closing/settlement. Program subject to change without notice at any time. Final loan

BUY FOR $1,770

BUY FOR $2,185

BUY FOR $1,446

CHARMING BRICK HOME

LOVELY HOME

FAMILY LIFE THRIVES

Mountainside- Cozy & comfortable Split Level,
3 Bedrooms, 2 full Baths, fireplace in Living
Room, sun porch, patio, freshly painted in 1999,
finished basement. $355,000. (052008022).

Mountainside- Spacious Bi-Level, 3 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Family Room with wet bar,
Eat In Kitchen, sliders to patio & yard, gas
heat, Central Air Conditioning & more.
$427,000. (052007978)

Scotch Plains- In this bright & pristine 3 Bedroom, 1 1/2 Bath Split Level, new Kitchen in
1997, vinyl siding & windows, hardwood floors
throughout, carpet upstairs & Family Room,
private yard. $289,900. (052008021)

BUY FOR $2,226

BUY FOR $2,298

CONGRATULATIONS!
MARTHA SCHILLING
TOP LISTER - MONTH OF MARCH
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club Bronze Level 2000
Weichert Million Dollar Sales / Marketed Club 2001

CONGRATULATIONS!
NASSA RAMADAN
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Top Sales, Tope $ Volume & Top Producer
Month of March

Mortgage: 1-800-829-CASH
Insurance: 1-800-255-1869

Home Warranty: 1-800-829-CASH
Title Insurance: 1-800-528-8853

See more Open Houses on www.weichert.com
Ask us about No Downpayment Financing
Monthly payments are for 30-year conventional fixed rate mortgages as detailed below.
Ask about: Lower Downpayments • Lower Monthly Payments • Other Options.

DISTINCTIVE

OPEN & INVITING HOME

CONVENIENTLY

Scotch Plains- Unsurpassed custom Ranch
with exquisite amenities throughout including Great Room with teak flooring & 72’
marble gallery nestled on nearly an acre.
$829,000. (052007972)

Westfield- Dramatic 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bath home
with cathedral ceilings, new Kitchen, Central
Air Conditioning, hardwood floors in most
rooms, brick wall fireplace in Living Room.
$435,000. (052008035)

Westfield- Located near town, transportation & major highway, 2 side by side duplexes with 3 Bedrooms, Dining Room, Living Room, walk up attic and full Basement.
$449,000. (052008029)

For purchase prices up to $343,750 monthly mortgage payments (principal+interest) quoted in our ads are to qualified buyers, based upon a 20% downpayment and a
conventional 30-year fixed rate loan at 6.00% with 3 points, A.P.R. 6.34%. As an example, a $100,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $599.55. For purchase prices from $343,751 to $812,500, the monthly payments are to qualified buyers based upon a 20% downpayment and calculated at 6.375% with 3 points on a
“Jumbo” 30-year fixed rate mortgage with an A.P.R. of 6.679%. An example of a $500,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $3,119.35. Figures herein are
approximate and do not include property taxes, hazard insurance, or homeowners association dues for a condominium purchase. Interest rates quoted are as of
November 1, 2001, and subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. Weichert Financial Services, executive offices 225 Littleton Road in Morris Plains,
NJ 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed
Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C., GA, AK, TX, IN. Licensed Mortgage Lender in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. License #ML1713, Certificate #43155. Equal housing
lender.
Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors.

For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.
Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
Ask About
Weichert Gold Services

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

1-800-WEICHERT

SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-8066-01
GE CAPITAL MORTGAGE SERVICES,
INC., PLAINTIFF vs. NATALIA C.
FERNANDEZ, ET ALS., DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED DECEMBER 28, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 17TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is SEVENTY SIX
THOUSAND TWO-HUNDRED FORTY
FOUR & 75/100 ($76,244.75).
Property to be sold is located in the City
of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.
Premises commonly known as 222 South
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07202.
BEING KNOWN as LOT 1133, BLOCK
9, on the official Tax Map of the City of
Elizabeth.
Dimensions: 112.50 feet x 25.00 feet x
112.50 feet x 25.00 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Third Avenue (formerly known as William Street).
The Sheriff hereby reserves the right
to adjourn this sale without further notice by publication.
Subject to unpaid taxes, assessments,
water and sewer liens.
There is due approximately the sum of
EIGHTY FOUR THOUSAND ONE-HUNDRED FIFTY EIGHT & 60/100 ($84,158.60)
together with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
FEDERMAN AND PHELAN, P.C.
Suite 505 Sentry Office Plaza
216 Haddon Avenue
Westmont, New Jersey 08108
CH-756464 - (WL)
4 T - 3/21, 3/28, 4/4
& 4/11/02
Fee: $193.80
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Author to Present
Civil War Program
At Library Tonight
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host a
program about New Jersey’s role in
the Civil War tonight, Thursday, April
11, beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the
library’s downstairs conference
room.
New Jersey resident Alan A. Siegel,
the author of such books as “Beneath
the Starry Flag” and “Smile: a Picture History of Olympic Park,” will
be the guest speaker. Mr. Siegel will
follow his presentation with a question-and-answer session.
All are invited to attend. The library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.
ESSAY CONTEST WINNER...Joe McCourt, Chairperson, left, and Allen
Weingartner, Commander of VFW Post 10122, right, congratulate Emily
Everson on winning first place in the District 5 level of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Youth Essay Contest.

SP-F VFW Post Announces
Essay Contest Winners
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
10122 of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and its Ladies Auxiliary recently
sponsored the local VFW Youth
Essay Contest for 7th and 8th grade
students. The theme for this year’s
contest was “Is Freedom Really
Free?” Students were required to
write an original essay between 300
and 400 words. Chairpersons Olga
Bruce and Joe McCourt have announced Post 10122’s winners. They
are First Place: Ashley Meyn from
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Interparochial School, 8th Grade; Second Place: Emily Everson from Park
Middle School, 8th Grade; Third
Place: Denise Breen from St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Inter-parochial School, 7th Grade; Fourth
Place: Nick Mondi from Park Middle
School, 8th Grade.
Each winner will be presented
with a U.S. Savings Bond and a
Certificate of Merit at an awards
ceremony. All four winning entries
were submitted in the VFW District
5 (Union County) contest. Emily
Everson was declared the first place
winner in this level of competition
against students from other towns in
Union County. She was presented
with awards by the District 5 staff.
Emily and the district winners from
the other twenty counties in New
Jersey were honored at a special
luncheon sponsored by the VFW
Department of New Jersey at the
Fort Monmouth Officers Club in
early March. Emily was presented
with gifts and a Certificate of the
Merit from the VFW State Commander. Chairperson McCourt observed that the overall quality of the
essays were excellent. He and Mrs.
Bruce extend their appreciation to

all the students who submitted an
entry. They also thank the teachers
for their support of this year’s Youth
Essay Contest.

UC Assn. Realtors
To Hold Blood Drive
WESTFIELD – The Greater
Union County Association of Realtors is sponsoring a blood drive
on Wednesday, April 24, from 9:30
a.m. through 3:30 p.m. The mobile
blood van will be parked in the
Lord & Taylor parking lot in
Westfield.
The drive is in conjunction with
the Blood Center of New Jersey
and is a semi-annual event coordinated by the Realtor Community
Service Committee of the Greater
Union County Association of Realtors. Blood is available to members of the community should
medical need arise. All donors will
be given a free cholesterol check.
Reservations may be made by
calling Doris Kopil at (908) 2330065 or just walk in to donate.

NEWLY RENOVATED
COLONIAL

Wonderful home in CRANFORD offers
8 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.1
Baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Dining
Room, Family Room, some hardwood
floors, & 2-zone heat/CAC. $449,000.

‘Check It Out’ Event
On Breast Health
Scheduled at Temple
AREA — The Northern New Jersey Region of Hadassah, in cooperation with the American Cancer Society, has completed a special training
program for a group of nurses.
The Hadassah nurses will present
a program called Check It Out on
Sunday, April 21, at 9:30 a.m. at
Temple Sha’arey Shalom in Springfield, in which they will address breast
health awareness.
The event, to be offered free of
charge, will be open to the entire
community. It will be geared to both
adults and teenagers and participants
will have an opportunity to ask questions.
The Hadassah nurses have been
certified by the American Cancer
Society to perform the “Triple Touch”
agenda, an educational program
geared toward early detection of cancer.
The Northern New Jersey Region
of Hadassah includes the Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah.
The organization’s Check It Out
project is designed to foster awareness of the importance of early detection and to inform participants
about the proper way to perform a
breast self-examination.
For more information on the Check
It Out project or the upcoming program at the synagogue, please call
the Northern New Jersey Hadassah
Region Office at (973) 472-1401.

1994-2001

SPACIOUS COLONIAL
Lovely FANWOOD home features 8
rooms; 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Living Room
with fireplace, Eat-In Kitchen with sliding
door to conservatory, Dining Room with
access to deck and many other improvements. $369,000.

GREAT STARTER HOME
Spacious KENILWORTH home includes 6 rooms; 4 Bedrooms, 1 Bath,
Eat-In Kitchen, Living Room, hardwood floors and full Basement. A
great value! $229,900.

MINT CONDITION
CONTEMPORARY
Wonderful MOUNTAINSIDE home offers 5 Bedrooms, Formal Dining Room,
Living Room with fireplace, many updates including gourmet Eat-In Kitchen,
3.5 Baths, heat / CAC , siding, Andersen
windows, roof and Master Bedroom Suite
with Bath and Jacuzzi, 3 walk-in closets
and private deck. Possible extended family use. $534,900.

OPEN HOUSE- Sunday April 14, 1 - 4 PM
526 St. Mark’s Avenue

LOVELY CAPE COD

Knights of Columbus
Schedule Fish Fry
GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus, Council No.
5437, will hold its Annual Fish Fry
on Friday, April 26, from 6 to 8 p.m.
Argyles Restaurant of Kearny will
cater the dinner, which will be held
at the Garwood Council Hall, located at 37 South Avenue in Garwood.
Parking is available behind the building, off of Willow Avenue.
Take out orders will be available.
Tickets are $8.50 for adults and $4
for children under age 10 and are
available by calling the Council Hall
at (908) 789-9809, after 4 p.m. Advance ticket purchase is strongly recommended.

Lovely SCOTCH PLAINS home with
spacious addition includes 4 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Kitchen with separate
dining area, deck (“as is” condition),
quiet street and near Greenside Park.
A must see! $269,900.

WESTFIELD. . . Sunny & Bright C.H. Col. 4 Bed., 2 BTH., LR
w/ frpl, FDR w/ BI’s, EIK w/ Brk Nook + pantry. Den, New BTH
Many updates: rf, HwH, upgr’d elec, patio, water main, Fence &
Landscape. 2 CG. . .(WSF6261). $575,000.

Amateur Poets Invited
To Share Their Work
SUMMIT – The Women’s Resource Center will once again give
amateur poets the chance to share
their work with other writers and a
panel of experienced poet/teachers
on Monday, April 22.
The program will take place at 7
p.m. at the center, located at 31 Woodland Avenue in Summit. Panel members will include Robert Carnavale,
Cat Doty and Madeline Tiger.
This workshop will explore the
writing process from initial impulse
to final revision and will include
exercises that stimulate new writing,
as well as offering the opportunity
for feedback on existing work.
Participants are asked to bring 20
copies of a single page poem. Center
Poetry Leader Sondra Gash will coordinate the program.
There will be a fee of $5. For
information about this and similar
programs, please call the Center at
(908)
273-7253
or
visit
www.womensource.org.

WELL-MAINTAIED CAPE
Sparkling home in WESTFIELD with
many updates including 3 Bedrooms, 2
updated Baths, Eat-In Kitchen, newer
roof, furnace and plumbing is also near
schools. $319,000.

CHARMING COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. . . Reduced, Immaculate Col. in the “Wychwood”
area. New gourmet EIK w/ Ctr isle, opens to FR w/ vault ceil.,
Palladian wndw. Den w/ skylt., slider to Deck, FDR, 3 BED., 3
full updt BTH.- newer 2zn CAC + gas HT. Wlk to sch. + Twn. . .
(WSF6110). $769,000

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Thomas J. Savage,
Esq., Savage & Serio, 153 RocktownLambertville Road, Lambertville, New
Jersey 08530
NATURE OF SERVICE: Special legal
Counsel to handle various confidential matters within the Township in which the Township Attorney and Assistant Township Attorney have legal conflicts which prevent
them from representing the Township.
DURATION: As needed.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000.00
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/11/02, The Times
Fee: $18.87

WESTFIELD. . . C.H. Col. on spacious lot, LR w/ frplc, FDR,
updt EIK, FR w/ full BTH for private suite, music Rm w/ slider to
Lg Dk. 3 BRM., 2 1/2 BTH., 2 CG, ext Pt’d’01, newer furnace +
rf. . .(WSF6240). $399,000

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Well kept home in WESTFIELD offers
7 rooms; 3 Bedrooms, 1.1 Baths, Formal Dining Room, Kitchen with separate dining area, Living Room, Family
Room, with gas fireplace, open front
porch, wood floors, natural woodwork.
CAC and professionally landscaped
property. $439,500.
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Above please find a map and word description of election ward lines pursuant to
resolutions adopted by the Westfield Ward Commission and Westfield Town Council on
March 12, 2002.
Bernard A. Heeney
Town Clerk
Ward No. 1
Beginning at the point of intersection of the centerline of the Central Railroad of New Jersey
right-of-way with the boundary line between the Town of Westfield and the Township of
Scotch Plains and running;
Thence (1) In a general northwesterly direction along the boundary line between the
Town of Westfield and the Township of Scotch Plains to its intersection with the
boundary line between the Town of Westfield and the Township of Mountainside,
Thence (2) In a general easterly direction along the boundary line between the Town
of Westfield and the Township of Mountainside to its intersection with the centerline
of Priscilla Lane,
Thence (3) In a general southeasterly direction along the centerline of Priscilla Lane
and of North Chestnut Street to its intersection with the centerline of East Broad Street,
Thence (4) In a general southwesterly direction along the centerline of East Broad
Street and of Plaza to its intersection with the centerline of the Central Railroad of New
Jersey right-of-way,
Thence (5) In a westerly direction along the centerline of Central Railroad of New
Jersey right-of-way to its intersection with the boundary line between the Town of
Westfield and the Township of Scotch Plains, said intersection point also being the
point and place of beginning.
Ward No. 2
Beginning at the point of intersection of the centerline of the Central Railroad of New Jersey
right-of-way with the centerline of Plaza and running;
Thence (1) In a general northeasterly direction along the centerline of Plaza and of
East Broad Street to its intersection with the centerline of North Chestnut Street,
Thence (2) In a general northwesterly direction along the centerline of North Chestnut
Street and of Priscilla Lane to its intersection with the boundary line between the Town
of Westfield and the Township of Mountainside,
Thence (3) In a general easterly direction along the boundary line between the Town
of Westfield and the Township of Mountainside to its intersection with the centerline
of Springfield Avenue,
Thence (4) In a general northerly direction along the centerline of Springfield Avenue
to its intersection with the boundary line between the Town of Westfield and the
Township of Springfield,
Thence (5) In a southeasterly direction along the boundary line between the Town of
Westfield and the Township of Springfield to its intersection with the boundary line
between the Town of Westfield and the Township of Cranford,
Thence (6) In a general southwesterly direction along the boundary line between the
Town of Westfield and the Township of Cranford to its intersection with the boundary
line between the Town of Westfield and the Borough of Garwood,
Thence (7) In a general southwesterly direction along the boundary line between the
Town of Westfield and the Borough of Garwood to its intersection with the centerline
of South Avenue East,
Thence (8) In a westerly direction along the centerline of South Avenue East to its
intersection with the centerline of Livingston Street,
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Gregory McDermott, 570 Lawrence Ave.
Carl Salisbury, 715 Hanford Pl.
Peter Echausse, 323 Tuttle Prky.
Matthew Albano, 745 Fairacres Ave.
Rafael Betancourt, 233 Golf Edge
Claire Lazarwitz, 817 Tice Pl.
Kevin Walsh, 510 Rahway Ave.
Susan Jacobson, 768 Tamaques Way
Lawrence Goldman, 850 Nancy Way
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(10) McKinley School (Auditorium)
(10) McKinley School (Auditorium)
(11) Westfield High School (Lobby)
(11) Westfield High School (Lobby)
(9) Jefferson School (Auditorium)
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Thence (9) In a southwesterly direction along the centerline of Livingston Street to its
intersection with the centerline of Stirling Street,
Thence (10) In a northwesterly direction along the centerline of Stirling Street to its
intersection with the centerline of Cacciola Place,
Thence (11) In a southwesterly direction along the centerline of Cacciola Place to its
intersection with the centerline of Central Avenue,
Thence (12) In a northwesterly direction along the centerline of Central Avenue to its
intersection with the centerline of Park Street,
Thence (13) In a southwesterly direction along the centerline of Park Street to its
intersection with the centerline of Carleton Road,
Thence (14) In a northwesterly direction along the centerline of Carleton Road to its
intersection with the centerline of Ross Place,
Thence (15) In a southwesterly direction along the centerline of Ross Place to its
intersection with the centerline of Boulevard,
Thence (16) In a northwesterly direction along the centerline of Boulevard to its
intersection with the centerline of South Avenue West,
Thence (17) In a westerly direction along the centerline of South Avenue West to its
intersection with the centerline of Plaza,
Thence (18) In a general northerly direction along the centerline of Plaza to its
intersection with the centerline of Central Railroad of New Jersey right-of-way, said
intersection point also being the point and place of beginning.
Ward No. 3
Beginning at the point of intersection of the centerline of South Avenue East with the
boundary line between the Town of Westfield and the Borough of Garwood and running;
Thence (1) In a westerly direction along the centerline of South Avenue East to its
intersection with the centerline of Livingston Street,
Thence (2) In a southwesterly direction along the centerline of Livingston Street to its
intersection with the centerline of Stirling Place,
Thence (3) In a northwesterly direction along the centerline of Stirling Place to its
intersection with the centerline of Cacciola Place,
Thence (4) In a southwesterly direction along the centerline of Cacciola Place to its
intersection with the centerline of Central Avenue,
Thence (5) In a northwesterly direction along the centerline of Central Avenue to its
intersection with the centerline of Park Street,
Thence (6) In a southwesterly direction along the centerline of Park Street to its
intersection with the centerline of Carleton Road,
Thence (7) In a northwesterly direction along the centerline of Carleton Road to its
intersection with the centerline of Ross Place,
Thence (8) In a southwesterly direction along the centerline of Ross Place to its
intersection with the centerline of Boulevard,
Thence (9) In a northwesterly direction along the centerline of Boulevard to its
intersection with the centerline of South Avenue West,
Thence (10) In a westerly direction along the centerline of South Avenue West to its
intersection with the centerline of Watterson Street,
Thence (11) In a southwesterly direction along the centerline of Watterson Street to
its intersection with the centerline of Rahway Avenue,
Thence (12) In a general southeasterly direction along the centerline of Rahway
Avenue to its intersection wide the centerline of Clifton Street,
Thence (13) In a general northeasterly direction along the centerline of Clifton Street
to its intersection with the centerline of Summit Avenue,
Thence (14) In a general southeasterly direction along the centerline of Summit
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Avenue to its intersection with the centerline of Ayliffe Avenue,
Thence (15) In a northeasterly direction along the centerline of Ayliffe Avenue to its
intersection with the centerline of Boulevard,
Thence (16) In a general southeasterly direction along the centerline of Boulevarde
to its intersection with the boundary line between the Town of Westfield and the
Township of Clark,
Thence (17) In a northeasterly direction along the boundary line between the Town of
Westfield and the Township of Clark to its intersection with the boundary line between
the Town of Westfield and the Township of Cranford,
Thence (18) In a northwesterly direction along the boundary line between the Town
of Westfield and the Township of Cranford to its intersection with the boundary line
between the Town of Westfield and the Borough of Garwood,
Thence (19) In a general northwesterly direction along the boundary line between the
Town of Westfield and the Borough of Garwood to its intersection with the centerline
of South Avenue East, said intersection point also being the point and place of
beginning.
Ward No. 4
Beginning at the point of intersection of the centerline of the Central Railroad of New Jersey
right-of-way with the boundary line between the Town of Westfield and the Township of
Scotch Plains and running;
Thence (1) In an easterly direction along the centerline of the Central Railroad of New
Jersey right-of-way to its intersection with the centerline of Plaza,
Thence (2) In a general southerly direction along the centerline of Plaza to its
intersection with the centerline of South Avenue West,
Thence (3) In a westerly direction along the centerline of South Avenue West to its
intersection with the centerline of Watterson Street,
Thence (4) In a southwesterly direction along the centerline of Watterson Street to its
intersection with the centerline of Rahway Avenue,
Thence (5) In a general southeasterly direction along the centerline of Rahway Avenue
to its intersection with the centerline of Clifton Street,
Thence (6) In a general northeasterly direction along the centerline of Clifton Street
to its intersection with the centerline of Summit Avenue,
Thence (7) In a general southeasterly direction along the centerline of Summit Avenue
to its intersection with the centerline of Ayliffe Avenue,
Thence (8) In a northeasterly direction along the centerline of Ayliffe Avenue to its
intersection with the centerline of Boulevard,
Thence (9) In a general southeasterly direction along the centerline of Boulevard to
its intersection with the boundary line between the Town of Westfield and the Township
of Clark,
Thence (10) In a southwesterly direction along the boundary line between the Town
of Westfield and the Township of Clark to its intersection with the boundary line
between the Town of Westfield and the Township of Scotch Plains,
Thence (11) In a general northwesterly direction along the boundary line between the
Town of Westfield and the Township of Scotch Plains, said boundary line running
intermittently with the centerlines of Lamberts Mill Road and Radley Road to its
intersection with the centerline of West Broad Street,
Thence (12) In a northwesterly direction along the boundary line between the Town
of Westfield and the Township of Scotch Plains to its intersection with the centerline
of the Central Railroad of New Jersey right-of-way, said point also being the point and
place of beginning.
1 T - 4/11/02, The Leader
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Lucy De Francesco, 89, Rosarian;
Active in Auxiliary, Golden Agers
Lucy Ferrara De Francesco, 89, a
lifelong resident of Scotch Plains,
died on Tuesday, March 26, at her
home.
Mrs. De Francesco, a homemaker,
was a communicant of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
She was also a member of the Rosary
Altar Society and the Catholic Golden
Agers.
She additionally was a member of
the St. Nicholas Women’s Auxiliary
of the Italian-American Club and the
Intimates Women’s Club of Scotch
Plains.
She was predeceased by her husband, Louis De Francesco, on April
20, 1983; a sister, Angie Hall, and a
brother, Paul Ferrara.
Surviving are two daughters,

Beverly Geddis and Shirley Iovino;
four sisters, Clara Ferrara, Josephine
Beaty, Laura Shockey and Jean
Waldron; a brother, Philip Ferrara;
two grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren.
Funeral services were held on Tuesday, April 2, at the Rossi Funeral
Home in Scotch Plains. A Mass followed at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took place at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch Plains.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Haven Hospice, in care of
JFK Medical Center Foundation, 80
James Street, Edison 08818-9972, or
to the Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch
Plains 07076.
April 11, 2002

George J. Merlo, 78, Army Veteran;
Was Retired Tool and Die Maker
George J. Merlo, 78, of Scotch
Plains died on Thursday, April 4, at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berkeley Heights.
Born in Garwood, he lived in
Scotch Plains since 1955.
Mr. Merlo had been a tool and die
maker for 20 years with Witco Corporation in Clark, retiring in 1988.
He was a United States Army veteran of World War II, serving in the
Pacific Theater during the Ryukyus
Campaign.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Ellen Yarusi Merlo, in 1990.
Surviving are a daughter, Patricia

Rotter of Scotch Plains; two sons,
Thomas Merlo of Bricktown and
Steven Merlo of Scotch Plains; three
brothers, Salvatore Merlo of Lakewood, Charlie Merlo of Garwood
and Frank Merlo of Arlington, Tex.,
and two granddaughters.
The funeral was held on Monday,
April 8, from the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. A Mass of Christian Burial
followed at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment was at St.
Gertrude’s Cemetery in Colonia.
April 11, 2002

Thomas E. Faulks, 84, History Teacher;
Was Former Elizabeth Police Detective
Thomas E. Faulks, 84, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, March 27, at
JFK Hartwyck at Oak Tree in Edison.
Born in Elizabeth, he was a
Westfield resident for 35 years.
Mr. Faulks had taught history at
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark for 30 years prior to retiring in
1992.
Earlier, he had served with the
Elizabeth Police Department for 17
years, concluding his tenure on the
force as a homicide detective.
He was awarded a bachelor’s degree from Newark State Teachers
College, where he was President of
the National Honor Society. Mr.
Faulks later graduated summa cum
laude with a master’s degree from
Rutgers University in Newark.

He served in the United States
Army Signal Corps during World
War II.
Mr. Faulks was Past President of
the Union County American Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. He was also a member of
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
Local No. 4 in Elizabeth and the
Elizabeth Police Mutual Aid Association.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Jeanne E. Mulcahy Faulks.
Surviving is a daughter, Karen J.
Faulks.
A memorial service was held on
Friday, April 5, at the Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield.
April 11, 2002

Alfred W. Artke, 79, Local Volunteer;
Owned Painting Contractor Business
Alfred W. Artke, 79, of Scotch
Plains died on Wednesday, April 3, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Hillside, he lived in Scotch
Plains since 1950.
Mr. Artke had owned A. Artke and
Son Painting Contractors in Scotch
Plains from 1946 until his retirement
in 1994.
During World War II, he served in
the United States Marine Corps
aboard the U.S.S. Orizara.
He was a member and officer of
the Union County Group of Associated Professional Painting and Decorating Contractors of New Jersey and

a volunteer with Mobile Meals of
Westfield.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Patricia Artke, and by a brother, Edward A. Artke.
Surviving are a son, Kevin W.
Artke of Scotch Plains; three daughters, Deyna A. Schwiering of Fairfax,
Va., Karon Y. Hartman of Flagtown
and Adele C. Baudoux of Montgomery Township, and five grandchildren.
Funeral services were held on
Monday, April 8, at the Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch Plains.
April 11, 2002

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY
AT LAW
CLEARANCE!
476 SOUTH AVENUE E.
CRANFORD, NJ 07016

908. 709. 1999
GENERAL PRACTICE INCLUDING:
•ESTATE PLANNING
•ELDER LAW
•WILLS AND TRUSTS
•REAL ESTATE

•PERSONAL INJURY
•ZONING
•MUNICIPAL COURT
•COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

We appreciate
our neighbors
Like you, we appreciate having good neighbors. That's why we also
do our best to be good neighbors.
As established members of the Westfield business community, we
understand the security of dealing with people you know, people you trust!
We've built our reputation on this trust.
For over 100 years, we've provided area families with sound advice
and caring service at times of personal loss. We believe we help the most
by listening and providing choices.
We hope you remember you can turn to us in times of need. You can
also talk to us about planning ahead... removing this burden from the
minds of others. Please call us or stop by.

– Obituaries –
Roger Cassett, Sr., 59, Project Manager;
Coach Had Founded Wrestling Team
Roger K. Cassett, Sr., 59, of South
Plainfield died on Monday, April 1,
at his home.
Born in Plainfield, he had lived in
Scotch Plains and North Plainfield
before relocating to South Plainfield
20 years ago.
Mr. Cassett was employed as a
project manager for the exchange
group at AT&T in Piscataway since
1975.
He was the founder of Plainfield’s
first recreational wrestling team and
was also a coach and an instructor for
the team.
After he retired from coaching, he
co-founded, with Martin Cox, an
organization known as the Creating
A Legacy Foundation, which helps
parents find educational and recreational activities for children outside
of school.
A 1962 graduate of Plainfield High
School, he had been a member of the
varsity wrestling team, winning a

state wrestling championship in his
junior year. He defended his title in
his senior year, becoming the only
two-time state champion in the
school’s history.
Mr. Cassett was awarded a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business
Management from Rutgers University in 1982.
Surviving are a son, Roger Cassett,
Jr. of Stone Mountain, Ga.; two
daughters, Danielle D. Jackson of
Plainfield and Chanda Cassett of
Franklin Park; a brother, Lamont
Cassett of Georgia, and his stepfather, Raymond Dutton.
Funeral services were held on Friday, April 5, at Plainfield High
School. Interment followed at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch Plains.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
April 11, 2002

DEATH NOTICE:
William Irwin, 83
William Irwin, 83, formerly of Westfield, died on Sunday, April 7, at
home in Fellowship Village, Basking Ridge. Born in Millburn, he lived in
Westfield for 50 years before joining Fellowship Village in 1996.
Bill graduated from Lehigh University in 1939 with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Industrial Engineering and was a member of Sigma Phi
fraternity. He was a Plant Manager and Senior Safety Engineer at the Public
Service Electric & Gas Company facilities at Sewaren and Newark, retiring
in 1980 after 41 years.
An Army veteran from World War II, Bill served as a Captain in the
Americal Division in the Pacific Theater in Australia, New Caledonia and
Guadalcanal. In the Army Reserves, he achieved the rank of Major.
A sailing enthusiast, he had been a member of the Brant Beach Yacht
Club in Long Beach Island and served as Commodore of the North Jersey
Yacht Racing Association.
During his 50-plus years at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, Bill
served as a Sunday School teacher, Deacon, Elder and Trustee. Music was
always a great joy to him. He sang in the church choir and also in the
Fellowship Village mixed chorus. He played various instruments. He
played the cello with several community orchestras.
He was a volunteer with Boy Scout Troop No. 72 of Westfield, Meals on
Wheels in the Westfield area, Overlook Hospital in Summit and Children’s
Specialized Hospital in Mountainside.
After his retirement, he volunteered for the Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) and was a volunteer postman at Fellowship
Village. He was a loving husband, kind brother, dedicated father, caring
grandfather and wonderful father-in-law and devout Christian.
Survivors include his wife of 56 years, Janice Ware Irwin of Basking
Ridge; his sister, Margaret Irwin Langborgh of Spray Beach; four sons,
William John Irwin, 2nd (Jack) of Valencia, Calif., Douglas Lambert Irwin
of Middletown, Charles Fraser Irwin of Guilford, Conn., and David Ware
Irwin of Readington; four daughters-in-law and 14 grandchildren.
Memorial services will be held at 2 p.m. today, Thursday, April 11, at the
Fellowship Village, Basking Ridge, and at 1:30 p.m. tomorrow, Friday,
April 12, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
The interment will be on Friday in the Revolutionary Cemetery on
Mountain Avenue in Westfield in a private ceremony.
For those planning an expression of sympathy, donations may be made
in Bill’s name to the New Jersey American Parkinson’s Disease Association, Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital, P.O. Box 2601, New
Brunswick, N.J. 08903 or to The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
William Irwin Music Memorial, Mountain Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
Arrangements are by the Gallaway & Crane Funeral Home, Inc. in
Basking Ridge.
April 11, 2002

Frederick Schill, Sr., 80, Had Worked
As Machinist With Western Electric
Frederick R. Schill, Sr., 80, of
Fanwood died on Saturday, April 6,
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.
Born in Newark, he had lived in
Maplewood before relocating to
Fanwood 50 years ago.
Mr. Schill had been employed as a
machinist with Western Electric in
Kearny prior to retiring 17 years ago.
He was a member of the Telephone Pioneers of America and
Matchbox USA.
Mr. Schill served in the United
States Army during World War II.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Elaine B. Schill, in 1989.
Surviving are a son, Frederick R.
Schill, Jr.; a daughter, Barbara E.
Giambalvo; seven grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held yesterday, Wednesday, April 10, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment followed at Graceland Memorial Park
in Kenilworth.
Memorial donations may be made

to the American Diabetes Association, 200 Cottontail Lane, Somerset
08873 or to Haven Hospice, P.O.
Box 3059, Edison 08818.
April 11, 2002

Catherine Pida
Catherine Devlin Pida of Long
Beach Island died on Monday, April
1, at the Southern Ocean Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center in
Manahawkin.
Born in Long Island, N.Y., she had
lived in Mountainside before relocating to Long Beach Island three
years ago.
She was predeceased by her husband, Stephen Pida.
Surviving are a daughter, Kathryn
Ortleb; two grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.
Private arrangements were under
the direction of the Maxwell Funeral
Home in Manahawkin.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Lupus Foundation of America,
1300 Picard Drive, Rockville, Md.
20850-4304.
April 11, 2002

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford/Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
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Arthur Downer, 79, Insurance Agent;
Was Founding Member of Swim Club
Arthur E. Downer, 79, of Westfield
died on Monday, April 8, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Summit, he had lived for a
short time in East Orange before
moving to Westfield in 1945.
Mr. Downer had been employed
for over 20 years with National Life
of Vermont as a General Agent.
He later worked for MPC Deferred
Company of Newport, Del., with its
local office in Westfield, retiring in
2000 with the title of Chartered Life
Underwriter.
He was a United States Army vet-

Marion Butler, 81
Marion Butler, 81, of Mountain
Lakes died on Friday, April 5, at the
Sarah Frances Nursing Home in
Boonton Township.
Born in Allentown, Pa., she had
lived in Fanwood, Scotch Plains and
Hilton Head, S.C., prior to moving to
Mountain Lakes in 1999.
Mrs. Butler had been employed
with Holiday Travel in Plainfield
before retiring.
A 1941 graduate of Wellesley College in Massachusetts, she was a
member of the American Association of University Women.
She was also a member of the
Philathalians and the Hilltop Tennis
Club, both of Fanwood.
She was predeceased by two husbands, John Hobart, in 1976, and
Robert Butler, in 1997.
Surviving are a son, David R.
Hobart; three stepsons, Dr. Mark
Butler, David Butler and Jonathan
Butler; a sister, Janet Brance, and 10
grandchildren.
A memorial service was held on
Monday, April 8, at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church. Interment took
place at the Old Brick Church Cemetery in Marlboro Township.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Association
of Northern New Jersey, 400 Morris
Avenue, Denville 07834-1365.

eran of World War II.
Mr. Downer was a founding member of the Nomahegan Swim Club of
Westfield and was a former Director
and member of the Amateur Computer Club of Scotch Plains.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Virginia E. Rogers Downer, in 1995,
and by a daughter, Peggy Downer,
in 1998.
Surviving is another daughter,
Cathy Downer of Barnegat; a son,
Robert Downer of Westfield and a
granddaughter.
Visitation will be held from 7 to 9
p.m. today, Thursday, April 11, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield. A graveside service will be held at 11 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, April 12, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Seeing Eye of
Morristown, P.O. Box 375,
Morristown 07963-0375.
April 11, 2002

Walter T. Smick, 73
Walter T. Smick, 73, of Scotch
Plains died on Thursday, April 4, at
the Westfield Center, Genesis
ElderCare Network, in Westfield.
Born in New York City, he had
lived in Jackson Heights, Queens,
before moving to Scotch Plains in
1969.
Mr. Smick had been a supervisor
and manager for the Dover Elevator
Corporation in Secaucus, working in
the technical services division for 34
years prior to his retirement in 1993.
He was a member of the International Union of Electrical Workers.
Mr. Smick served in the United
States Army during peacetime.
He attended Hunter College in New
York City.
Surviving are his wife, Rae De
Mario Smick; a son, Jonathan Smick;
a daughter, Cathy Voelker, and two
grandchildren.
The funeral service was held on
Friday, April 5, at the Rossi Funeral
Home in Scotch Plains.
Memorial contributions may be
made to a favorite charity.
April 11, 2002
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Albina Appezzato, 91, Housekeeper;
Active With St. Bartholomew Church
Albina Appezzato, 91, a lifelong
resident of Scotch Plains, died on
Thursday, April 4, at the Father
Hudson House in Elizabeth.
Mrs. Appezzato had been a domestic supervisor and housekeeper
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
before retiring. Earlier, she had been
a seamstress at the Westfield Curtain
Company.
She was a member of the Kitchen
Committee and the Rosary Altar
Society at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church. Mrs. Appezzato was
responsible for the Altar Linens and
also sewed Baptismal Bibs.
She was predeceased by her husband, John Appezzato; two sisters,
Angeline Troiano and Mary Capone,

and two brothers, Frank Delnero and
Anthony Delnero.
Surviving are two sons, John A.
Appezzato and Retired United States
Marine Corps Colonel Ralph J.
Appezzato; a daughter, Teresa A.
Ley; two sisters, Anna Romagnoli
and Teresa Alvanos; five grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
A Mass was offered on Monday,
April 8, at St. Bartholomew theApostle
Church, following the funeral from the
Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch Plains.
Interment took place at St. Gertrude’s
Cemetery in Colonia.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Center For Hope Hospice, Father Hudson House, 111
DeHart Place, Elizabeth 07202.
April 11, 2002

Sol Diener, 85, Served in World War II;
Owned Furniture Store For 50 Years
Sol Diener, 85, of Westfield died
on Monday, April 1, at Rahway Hospital.
Born in Newark, he had lived in
Rahway prior to moving to Westfield
49 years ago.
Mr. Diener had owned Sokler’s
Furniture Store, a family-owned business, in Carteret for 50 years.
He graduated from Rutgers University.
A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he was a member of
the Jewish War Veterans Post No. 78
in Hillside and the Veterans of Foreign Wars of Union County.

Surviving are his wife of 54 years,
Naomi Sokler Diener; two daughters, Debra N. Diener and Laurie
Neblock; a brother, Martin Axelrad;
a sister, Ethel Ramo, and four grandchildren.
Graveside services were held on
Thursday, April 4, at Beth Israel
Cemetery in Woodbridge.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Menorah Chapels at
Millburn in Union.
April 11, 2002

Thelma E. Schulz, 81

Andrew B. Ott, Jr., 77, of Holiday
City at Berkeley died on Saturday,
April 6, at his home.
Born in Irvington, he had lived in
Maplewood and Westfield before
moving to Holiday City at Berkeley
eight years ago.
Mr. Ott had been the President of
the Ott Manufacturing Company in
Maplewood prior to his retirement.
He was a member of the Holiday
City at Berkeley Golf Club.
Surviving are his wife of 53 years,
Gloria Kerr Ott; a son, Andrew B.
Ott, 3rd; a daughter, Kathleen Lynch;
a brother, Dr. Robert Ott; a sister,
Ruth O’Brien, and three grandchildren.
The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, April 10, at the Timothy
E. Ryan Home For Funerals in Toms
River. A Mass of Christian Burial
followed at St. Maximilian Kolbe
Roman Catholic Church in Toms
River. Interment took place at the
New Jersey Veterans Cemetery in
Arneytown.

Thelma E. Schulz, 81, of Whiting
died on Wednesday, April 3, at her
home.
Born in Newark, she had been a
resident of Fanwood and Forked
River before relocating to Whiting
last year.
She was predeceased by her husband, Charles J. Schulz, Sr.; a brother,
Elwood Bowdish, and a grandson,
Michael Scarola.
Surviving are two sons, Charles J.
Schulz, Jr. and William J. Schulz; a
daughter, Regina Scarola; two sisters, Rose Rimmele and Catherine
Needham; eight grandchildren and
10 great-grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, April 6, at
St. Pius X Roman Catholic Church
in Forked River. Interment was at
Good Luck Cemetery in Lanoka
Harbor.
Arrangements were handled by the
Riggs Funeral Home of Forked River
in Lacey Township.
Memorial contributions may be
made to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, 501 St. Jude Road, Memphis,
Tenn. 38105.

April 11, 2002
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Andrew B. Ott, Jr., 77

In These Troubled Times . . .

Consider the peace and comfort of pre-planning

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
– Since 1897 –
• FRED H. GRAY, JR. • WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA • DAVID J. CRABIEL

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., Fred H. Gray, Jr. Mgr. • 233-0143
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

offers a Free copy of our Emergency Record Guide
( a 16 page guide to help your family locate
your personal and financial records. )
To request your copy, stop by our office, phone or write.

Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Fairview does not employ a sales force No one will call unless requested.
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 07091 - 0850

(908) 232 - 0781

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
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Concepts & Thought

Gay-Straight Alliance at WHS
Observes National Day of Silence
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Students at Westfield High School
along with students in more than
1,652 other high schools and colleges across the country, took a vow
of silence on Wednesday, April 10, in
honor of the National Day of Silence. Sponsored by the Gay-Straight
Alliance (GSA), a student organization, more than 60 students at
Westfield High vowed not to speak
from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to bring
attention to the silence forced upon
lesbians, gays, bisexual and
transgender individuals (LGBT) because of the pervasive atmosphere of
bias against them. Instead of speaking, participants handed out speaking cards or wore tee shirts printed
with a message that explained the
reason for their silence.
The Gay-Straight Alliance at
Westfield High School has been in
existence for three years and has
approximately 40 to 50 regular members, said Peter Horn, the
organization’s teacher-advisor. The
organization supports gay rights and
an end to discrimination and bias
against LGBT individuals. In addition to participation in the Day of
Silence, the GSA also sponsors other
educational and social events to bring
attention to this issue.
In conjunction with the high
school’s literary magazine and
monthly coffeehouse, on Friday,
April 19, the GSA will host an artistic showcase of talents with a protolerant theme, beginning at 6:30
p.m., featuring music, drama and
other art displays at the high school.
The event is open to the public and
the cost is $5.00.
On April 26, the Westfield GSA
will host a day of educational speakers, who will address various topics
relevant to tolerance, anti-discrimi-

nation and bias crimes. Students will
have the opportunity to hear the
speakers during their free-periods
and several classes will also attend
the talks.
The National Day of Silence was
founded by a Virginia University Student in 1996 and has since grown to
include hundreds of high school and
college GSA’s nationwide.
There are more than 1000 GSA’s
nationally that have registered with
the Gay and Lesbian Straight Education Network (GLSEN), a National
organization, which sponsors education, events and legislation to protect
the rights of the gay community and
to bring an end to bias and discrimination. GSA’s at each school are
independently organized and operated, although members from neighboring communities may collaborate on some events, said sophomore
Kate Re, a GSA member.
The GSA is a forum for students
who support tolerance and an end to
discrimination and hate crimes, Mr.
Horn explained. The organization
does not encourage anyone to become gay nor do they condone anyone asking personal questions or revealing their sexuality, he added.
The Westfield and Scotch PlainsFanwood GSA’s have school endorsement and teacher advisors, according
to Mr. Horn. However, many attempts
at forming GSA’s across the country
have encountered opposition from
parents, schools and communities.
Several States and communities
have made attempts at banning GSA’s,
however, federal legislation, the Equal
Access Act, protects the formation of
a local GSA if a district permits any
other types of after-school activities.
Ms. Re said that the administration
and the Principal have been very supportive of their mission.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

Dinner Dance Fundraiser
Set at McKinley Elementary
WESTFIELD – The Parent-Teacher
Organization (PTO) of the McKinley
Elementary School in Westfield will
sponsor a Book Bash Dinner Dance on
Saturday, April 20, from 7 to 11p.m. at
The Westwood in Garwood.
The evening will consist of a buffet
dinner, full open bar, dinner and a DJ
with dancing. The event will feature a
Silent Auction and Tricky Tray Raffle.
Tickets are $55 per person. Proceeds of the event will benefit the
library renovations planned for the
school.
The Library Committee has been
working for two years, planning and
fundraising for the improvements to
the library, which is located on the
top floor of the school building.
According to Karen Geltzeiler,
fundraising chairwoman, “The library
is an important cornerstone in our school
and it benefits every child at McKinley.
It is wonderful to have parents and
teachers working together towards such
a worthy goal. The dedication to this
project has been heartwarming.”
The project includes new furniture

and carpeting, shelving for new book
collections, an enhanced décor and
soft seating areas where kids can curl
up with a good book.
Susan Carr, chairwoman, added,
“We are looking forward to an
evening that’s fun for the community
and brings us together for a good
cause.”
All members of the community and
friends of McKinley School are invited to attend the evening. The PTO
is hoping that not only current families of the school will attend, but also
those in the McKinley community
whose children are not yet of elementary age. It is these families who will
benefit the most from the renovations
set to be completed by September.
For ticket information, please call
Kumiko at (908) 654-8511 or Michele
at (908) 232-9071. Those who cannot
attend the event, but wish to contribute to the library effort, may donate an
auction item or purchase a chair for
the library ($200) in the name of their
family or business. For donations,
please call Karen at (908) 317-9466.

Newark Academy Reports
Winter Honor Roll Rosters
AREA – Debbie Marr, Director of
Communications at Newark Academy in Livingston, has revealed the
names of students from Westfield
and Berkeley Heights who have been
placed on the High Honors List and
Honors List at the school for the
winter term of 2002.
Karishma N. Katti of Berkeley
Heights has been placed on the High
Honors List. She is a seventh grader.
Westfield residents Michael S.

Forman, grade 6, Zachary Harris,
grade 7, Nina Subhas, grade 7, Eric
M. Weinberg, grade 10, and Stefanie
D. Forman, grade 12, have all qualified for the Honors List.
In Berkeley Heights, Lauren M.
Martino, grade 6, Rebecca Shulman,
grade 6, Tracy L. Jacobson, grade 8,
David R. Mazzuca, grade 11, Evan
Sills, grade 11, and Akshay S. Uberoi,
grade 11, have all been named to the
Honors List.

School also has a GSA, but the contacts for that organization could not
be reached by press time for any
details about their activities.
According to GLSEN’s web site,
LGBT students are three times more
likely to attempt suicide than their
heterosexual peers and 40 percent of
LGBT students report that they have
been the victims of violence or physical harassment due to discrimination. Through education and social
awareness, local GSA’s hope to lessen
these troubling statistics, Ms. Re
pointed out.

Brian Piccolo Award to Be Granted
To Matthew Daly of Westfield HS
WESTFIELD – The
School.
Westfield Chapter of
A four-year starter
UNICO National, District
fullback and middle
No. 10, has selected Matlinebacker during his
thew Daly as their Brian
high school career,
Piccolo award recipient for
Matthew has been
2002.
awarded varsity letters
This award is given to
during his sophomore,
junior and senior year.
a student athlete who
portrays the qualities
During his senior
characteristic of Picyear, he led the team
and opposing teams in
colo, who was held in
high esteem by his famtackles (121), 15 of
Matthew Daly
ily, coaches, family and
which were for losses
friends. He was an inspiration
for others to reach out and help
someone and be a team player
while doing so.
Matthew will graduate Westfield
High School in June. He has completed coursework in telecommuniAREA – Johnson & Wales Unications at Union County Technical
versity has announced the names of
students from the area placed on
the Dean’s List for the winter term,
which ended in March.
Berkeley Heights residents Peter
Pagano and Charles DiStefano were
named to the Dean’s List. Peter is
majoring in hotel restaurant manThe recipients of the first Outstand-

Teacher Award Nominations
Deadline Planned for April 15
WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club
of Westfield has announced that the
deadline for receipt of nominations for
the fifth annual Intermediate School
Outstanding Teacher Award is Monday, April 15.
Two intermediate school teachers
— one from Edison and one from
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools – will
be selected to receive the award on
Wednesday, May 8.
Nominations should specify ways in
which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in children and continued pursuit of professional growth.
The nominee must be a full-time
teacher in the Westfield Public Schools
in grades 6-8 for a minimum of five years.
Students, parents and staff are encouraged to submit nomination letters to:
Outstanding Teacher Award Committee
of the Optimist Club of Westfield, c/o
President Howard Trickey, 803 Dorian
Road, Westfield, 07090.
According to Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley, “The Outstanding Teacher Award gives deserving
credit to providing an educationally stimulating and supporting environment during the critical stage of adolescence.”

ing Teacher Award in 1998 were retiring Social Studies teacher Frank Nolde
of Roosevelt School and Robert Sanders, Special Education teacher at
Edison School.
The 1999 award winners were Walter
Buda, Social Studies teacher/supervisor at Edison and Roosevelt Schools
and Lynne Gerber, Spanish teacher at
Roosevelt School.
The recipients in 2000 were Thomas
Reynolds, Industrial Arts/Technology
teacher at Roosevelt School and David
Shapiro, Instrumental Music teacher at
Edison School.
Last year, Wendy Masteller of
Roosevelt School and Nancy Rygiel of
Edison School earned the award.
The Optimist award joins other annual
recognitions designated for Westfield
teachers, including the Rotary Club’s
Philhower Fellowship Award, which is
presented to an elementary teacher and
the following awards created for Westfield
High School staff: The Robert and Linda
Foose Memorial Award for Excellence
in Education, the Distinguished Teacher
Award and the Westfield High School
Parent-Teacher Council Organization
Teacher of the Year Award.

Gabrielle Cerami Wins
‘Tar Wars’ Poster Contest
WESTFIELD – Franklin Elemen- with the possibility of competing in the
tary School in Westfield awarded first “Tar Wars National Poster Contest” and
prize to fourth grader Gabrielle Cerami for winning the grand prize of a family trip to
her poster, “Way to Be! Tobacco Free!” as Disney World.
part of its nationwide anti-smoking
campaign, entitled “Tar Wars.”
Franklin School nurse Robin Ince
conducted the anti-drug, anti-cigarette program in the fourth grade
over several weeks, culminating in a
poster contest.
“Tar Wars,” a campaign sponsored
by the American Academy of Family
Physicians, taught students the shortand long-term health and financial
effects of tobacco use, and helped
them learn to resist the pressures influencing youngsters to smoke.
At the end of the campaign, fourth
graders submitted posters, which
were then judged by a panel of teachers and presented at a school assembly on March 29.
Second prize was awarded to Amy
Roggenburg, with third place awarded
to Morgan Spencer. The runner-up THE WINNER…Franklin Elementary
winners were Alexandra Brown and School in Westfield awarded first prize to
Suzanne Lemberg. All participating fourth grader Gabrielle Cerami for her
fourth graders and winners earned poster, “Way to Be! Tobacco Free!” as part
prizes presented by Ms. Ince and of its nationwide anti-smoking campaign,
Claudia Andreski, Assistant Principal. entitled “Tar Wars.”
Gabrielle’s prize-winning poster
will be submitted to the state contest,
Patricia Valois Earns

Ostrega Is Inducted
Into Honor Society

Master of Arts Degree

WESTFIELD – The University
of Rhode Island in Kingston, R.I.
has announced that Kristen Ostrega
of Westfield was recently initiated
into the Phi Eta Sigma Freshman
National Honor Society.

WESTFIELD – Montclair State
University in Upper Montclair has
reported that Westfield resident
Patricia Valois has graduated with a
Master of Arts Degree in Teaching.
Patricia met her degree requirements
in January.

Open House:
April 19th

Homework struggles can be caused by anything
from poor study skills to reading comprehension
problems. We help students through a proven
process that works - the Sylvan Advantage.TM

10am - 7pm

April 20th
10am - 5pm

424 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090

can make the difference
in your child’s education.

 We begin by identifying each childs
specific needs, then we provide
individual attention and personalized
lesson plans.

Classes for Grades K-8 & High School

 Sylvan teachers are highly trained and
certified - and just love teaching.

Reading, Writing, Math, Science and more.
Remedial Classes

■

Flexible Schedule

■

Gifted & Talented Classes

■

■

PSAT, SAT, SATII, College Prep

State Certified,
Experienced Teachers

■

Private Tutoring

■

Classes 7 days a week,
12 months a year

■

4-8 Students per Class

■

Personalized Attention

 We keep you updated with
conferences and progress reports.
Call Sylvan today to find out how you
can see a dramatic increase in your
childs confidence.

Call 908-654-0110
Summer Programs Available

www.educate.com

www.theenrichmentcenter.net
Resumes accepted from state
certified,from
experienced
teachers.
Resumes accepted
state certified,
experienced teachers.

READING

MATH

Clevland Plaza
123 North Union Ave.
Cranford
908-709-0202
WRITING

caused by six forced fumbles. He
was named to the all-area, all-county,
and all-state teams.
Matthew was Union County Defense Player of the year by the Courier-News and the Westfield Football
Program. The Westfield Boosters also
honored him as the offensive player
of the year.
The Brian Piccolo Award will be
presented during the annual brunch,
given by the UNICO district No. 20 on
Sunday, May 5, at 10:30 a.m., Holiday
Inn, Route No. 22, Springfield.

Johnson & Wales University
Posts Winter Dean’s List

Say goodbye to
homework frustrations.

■

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

STUDY SKILLS

SAT

©

/ ACT PREP

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

agement. Charles is focusing on
hotel management.
Scotch Plains resident Patrick
Dinsmore was also placed on the
Dean’s List. He is majoring in applied computer science.
Westfielder Kyle Martinowich,
who is majoring in culinary arts,
was also placed on the Dean’s List.

School District Newsletter,
NJ Report Cards Available
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School district has published
and mailed its newsletter Emphasis
for every Westfield residence.
Delivered to households the week
of April 8, the newsletter contains
information about the 2002-2003
school budget.
“We’ve prepared a summary that
includes facts, figures, reasons, additions and deletions to the 20022003 school budget that should help
the Westfield voter make an informed decision on Tuesday, April
16,” stated William Wallace, Finance
Chairman of the Westfield Board of
Education.
Also made available by the school
district is the New Jersey School
Report Card. This document contains information on each of the nine
public schools in Westfield and how
they compare with state averages.

“Once again, the statistics show
that Westfield students are achieving
beyond the state average,” noted
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction Dr. Janie
Edmonds.
The data in the New Jersey School
Report Card is compiled through the
State Department of Education. A
New Jersey School Report Card is
published for each of the nine schools
in the district. One was sent home
with every kindergarten through
eighth grade student in the Westfield
Public Schools.
The New Jersey School Report
Card for Westfield High School can
be obtained in the main office of
Westfield High School or in the
School/Community Relations office
at 302 Elm Street. Extra copies of
Emphasis are also available at 302
Elm Street.

FUNDRAISING IN STYLE…On Sunday, April 14, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
College Club will present “A Bouquet of Fashions” from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
The Westwood in Garwood. Pictured, left to right, are: first row, Carol Rizzo,
Eleanor Sturm, Jane Schwartz, Maureen Foley; second row, Monica Seifert,
Mary Clare Levins, Anne Johansen, and Anne Butler.

Benefit Fashion Show Luncheon
Planned by College Club of SP-F
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood College Club will
present “A Bouquet of Fashions” on
Sunday, April 14, from 11:30 a.m. to
3 p.m. at The Westwood in Garwood.
The luncheon will feature fashions
from Chico’s in Westfield, as well as
gifts and prizes from many area businesses. The event is a major fundraising
activity for the organization.

Annually, the College Club raises
and distributes scholarships to young
women planning or pursuing a baccalaureate degree. Applications from
47 students are currently being reviewed and awards will be made in
May.
For tickets and information, please
call Marie Leppert at (908) 2333829.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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POPCORN™

Panic Room: Nothing
To Get Excited About
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Get Outta
The House

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

Ikebana Flo
wer Demonstration Schools
Flower
West on Delicate, Re
ver
ed Eastern Practice
Rever
vered

By CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 78th Annual Members Salon
2002 Exhibition of the Westfield Art
Association can be viewed from Saturday, April 20, through Sunday, April 28,
at theWestfield Community Room Gallery in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street. An awards reception
will be held on Sunday, April 21, from
2 to 4 p.m. There will be a wide variety
of styles, from the traditional to the
abstract, including paintings, graphics,
sculpture, and photography. The local
artists have achieved various levels of
recognition for their work, both on a
local and a statewide level. See what
your talented neighbors are creating.

The basic premise of Ikebana is to
appreciate each component of the arrangement — stem, flower and leaf —
for its own contribution of color, texture
and form to the arrangement.
It is believed that Ikebana evolved in
the 6th century from the practice of offering flowers to Buddha. The Sogestu
School of Ikebana was established in
1927. Hata is a former Director of the
New York Branch of Sogestu School, a
position she held for 24 years, and is the
current president of the New York Chapter of Ikebana International.
She studied under Sofu Teshigahara,
the founder of the Sogestu School and
under his daughter as well. Hata holds a
Riji, the highest teacher’s degree in

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHORT HILLS — A demonstration of Ikebana, the Japanese art of flower
arranging, was held on April 4 at the
Community Congregational Church in
Short Hills.
Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Summit
sponsored the event, which also included
a continental breakfast.
Judith Setsuko Hata, a Senior Master
Teacher of The Sogetsu School of
Ikebana, demonstrated the delicate and
lovely process by which the beauty of the
flower arrangement becomes harmonious with the container in which it is
displayed.
Unlike Western flower arrangements,

* * * * *
The theme of this year’s annual Luncheon/Fashion Show of the Mercy Guild
of Mount Saint MaryAcademy is “Journey Through the U.S.A.” It will be held
on Sunday, April 21, beginning at 11:30
a.m., at the Marriott Hotel, Route 10, in
East Hanover. Admission is $50. This
event is noted for the raffle of a widerange of theme-inspired gift baskets
and specialty items. The Fashion Show
will feature a wide variety of fashions
from Journey Productions. For tickets
and information, please call Marilyn at
(908) 730-7479, or the Academy at
(908) 757-0108.

Marylou Morano for The Leader and The Times

Peter Paul Basler
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

* * * * *
The Arbor Chamber Music Society,
which was started in 1991 by a group of
professional musicians under the leadership of Lenore Davis, will present
L’Histoire du Soldat - The Soldier’s
Tale, on Sunday, April 21, at 4 p.m.
David Wroe will conduct this Igor
Stravinsky classic, which legend has it
mimics the plight of refugees from
Russia, told in the style of a folk tale
about a soldier and the devil. The performance will be followed by Mark
Steinberg and Lenore Davis, performing Debussy Violin and Piano Sonata.
The concert will be held at Westfield’s
Presbyterian Church Sanctuary, and
there is plenty of parking in the Church
parking lot on Mountain Avenue, behind the church. Tickets are $18.

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times

which tend to be fuller and more densely
packed, flowers arranged in the style of
Ikebana are lighter and airy, containing
as much space as flowers and greenery.
As few flowers as possible are used so as
to highlight the individual beauty of each.
Hata demonstrated several different
types of Ikebana arrangements. Using a
log shaped, low shallow container, she
created a moribana, a low arrangement
also known as “piled flowers.” The arrangement was uniquely stunning by
itself, but when hung from a corner frame,
it was easy to see how it could become an
integral part of any room in which it was
displayed.
Hata also created several heika, also
known as rikka, or “standing flowers.”
These arrangements are more typical of
Western arrangements of flowers in a
vase, but again sparser and more airy.

* * * * *
From now until Wednesday, July 31,
The Jane Voorhees Zimmerli Art Museum is presenting India: Contemporary Art from Northeastern Private
Collection. It is the largest exhibition of
its kind to be held in an American
museum to date, and includes more
than 100 works of art from over 20
collections, emphasizing the Post-Independence era – 1947 to the present.
The timeliness of the exhibit is due to
the convergence of the emerging art
scene in India and the growth of the
Asian-American population in central
New Jersey. The Museum is located at
71 Hamilton Street on the College Avenue Campus of Rutgers University in
New Brunswick. Hours are Tuesday –
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday – Sunday, noon to 5 p.m.Admission
is $3 for adults and free for museum
members, Rutgers University students,
faculty and staff (with ID), and children
under 18. The museum is open free to
the public on the first Sunday of every
month. For more information, please
call (732) 932-7237 extension no. 610.

Sogestu. She is actively involved with
the Horticultural Society of New York’s
Flower Shows.
Her Ikebana exhibits have been displayed at the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, the United Nations, and the New
York Embassy of the Consul General of
Japan, among other prestigious locations.
She is the author of “Flowers Are...East
and West.”
Reeves-Reed Arboretum is dedicated
to environmental and horticultural education for children and adults, and to
the awareness that the natural environment needs protection and deserves
concern.
The proceeds from the Ikebana demonstration will support the organizations
educational efforts. For more information about Reeves-Reed Arboretum,
please call (908) 273-8787.

Live Auction at Symphony
Gala to Include T
rips, Art
Trips,

Cr
enshaw, Ale
xander
Crenshaw,
Alex
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Remain” and Grant Hart’s “2541.”
Crenshaw also performed a brand
new song he had just composed, “Where
Home Used To Be.” The crowd was a bit
mellow, but seemed to warm up as
Crenshaw did, enjoying his cynical,
witty commentary before each song.
When his set ended, the crowd called
him out for an encore.
Craig Stock, of The Westfield Jaycees, emceed the event and was a whirling dervish, making sure that everything ran smoothly. He was very funny
between acts and he has a possible side
career in stand-up if this Jaycees thing
doesn’t pan out.
The acoustics in the WHS auditorium were excellent as well. Overall,
The Jaycees offered a great night of
music for a great cause.

Guests will also have the chance to bid
WESTFIELD – The annual
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) on retreats in Steamboat Springs, Colo.,
benefit gala will be held on Saturday, Sundial Beach Resort, Sanibel Island,
April 20, at the Shackamaxon Country and a stay at the famous Red Lion Inn in
Club in Scotch Plains. The theme of this Stockbridge, Mass. Another gift includes
a four-guest trip to Mel Brooks’ The
year’s event is “Celebrate America.”
Producers on BroadWestfield Mayor Gregory
way or an 8-guest dinMcDermott and his wife, Anner to a TriBeca loft. A
drea McDermott, will serve
weekend package at
as Honorary Gala Chair, along
the Peninsula Hotel
with Rahway Mayor James
Fifth Avenue or a stay
Kennedy and his wife, Lori
at an Art Deco LomKennedy.
bardy suite apartment
The highlight of the evening
is also offered.
will be the live auction, conThe highlight of the
ducted by Scotch Plains attorgift items is a bronze
ney Jon Bramnick.
sculpture by the 19th
“This year’s live auction
century artist Leon
promises to be extraordinary
Tharel.
Mayor
because of its vast array of
Kennedy donated the
travel packages and gift items.
piece to the Gala Live
There are at least, if not more
Auction Committee.
items, in the auction book that
Entitled, “The Idle Fidour guests will be excited
dler,” the piece is
about,” said Myriam Gabriel,
gala live auction chairwoman. A TOP PRIZE… “The mounted on a marble
Fiddler,” a bronze base and was listed in
Some of the jet-setting Idle
sculpture by artist Leon
packages available include Tharel, will be auctioned Sotheby’s auction
two plane tickets, plus three- at the Westfield Sym- book in 1967.
“This piece will be
night accommodations for two phony Orchestra Gala on
the perfect centerpiece
at the Le Meridien Hotel in Saturday, April 20.
in the living room or
Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro,
study of a music lover
Brazil, three days at El Conquistador Hotel in Puerto Rico, as well as and WSO supporter,” said Gabriel.
For more information, please call the
three days at the famous Atlantis ParaWSO at (908) 232-9400.
dise Island Resort in The Bahamas.

very good sign.
Basler is certainly no stranger to
moviemaking and has written and directed several short films. He is currently
at work with LucyMac Productions, a
Westfield-based production company,
and he recently directed a feature based
on Possible Side Effects, an extremely
popular improvisational group from
Montclair.
A job in Cranford for Basler’s wife,
Michelle, brought them to this area, and
he told The Westfield Leader/The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood how happy
they are to have settled here. The easy
commute to NewYork, is, of course, very
appealing, but he mentioned how much
he likes the distinct flavor of Westfield
and the surrounding towns.
So what is next for this talented writer
and director?
Basler told The Leader/The Times that
he is hoping to find a distributor for Just
Add Pepper. But the most important thing,
he said, was to make sure that his future
projects are brought to the next level. He
loves working with actors and will continue to cultivate and refine his directing
skills.
He also mentioned that one of his
biggest goals is to truly make a living in
the film industry. I have no doubt that he
will, indeed, achieve that goal.
For more information, please contact
Basler at TomorrowProject@aol.com.

2 ½ popcorns

Feeling too calm lately? Think you need
a good jolt to the central nervous system —
one that’ll make you skittish and jumpy, yet
without depleting the western world’s
Starbucks supply? Well then, how about a
really harrowing cinema experience?
Panic Room, the latest scare tactic by
director David Fincher, could be just the
ticket. Starring Jodie Foster as a divorced
mom who buys a posh brownstone on New
York City’s Upper West Side only to then be
terrorized by three desperate burglars, maybe
it’ll remind you how really good you have it.
Oh, what’s that? You say you’re fine and
that you’d rather not? But then how about
that really close-fisted aunt of yours? You
know, the one with the big estate, and she’s
wound kind of tight, and you’re her only
heir, but she says she won’t let you control
her fortune as long as she still has all her
faculties. Yes, that aunt. Maybe she could
benefit from this frightening movie? And
anyway, when was the last time you took
your sweet old auntie to the movies?
No takers again? You’re a good niece (or
nephew). Hey, money isn’t everything. But
I can’t say that I blame you. I’ve really never
developed a taste for the sort of artificial
fright that this genre of cinema delivers.
In fact, I have generally held that such
fare, along with practical jokes that cause
either pain, anxiety or inconvenience, are
among those things to avoid in this life.
Yet there are great multitudes of moviegoers who keep this section of my film
encyclopedia thick with entries. The odd
thing is, in almost every other way they seem
like rational folk. I ask them, “What’s the
attraction?” Leering slyly, they give no other
answer but that, “It’s fun!”
Well, for them, the rather competent if not
extraordinary Panic Room, for all intents
and purposes a poor man’s Wait Until Dark
(1967), will provide at least a medium-sized
fix of whatever commodity it is that such
movies furnish. Viewers who can’t help but
chant “scare me, scare me” whilst imbibing
such motion pictures will be happy to know
that they’ll be able to rent space on most of
their seat cushions. They won’t be needing
it. They’ll be at chair’s edge for most of the
performance.
The odd thing is, fright fans and suspense
enthusiasts will be moved to emotion not by
any real concern for the human beings portrayed on the screen. Instead, they will be
prompted on cue by the now long-established
modes, mechanisms and triggers of this film
phylum, all proficiently manipulated by Mr.
Fincher. In other words, don’t be surprised if
you see Pavlov’s dog in the audience, biting
his nails with desperate anxiety.
Problem is, the usually compelling Foster is
uncommonlyuninterestinghere.Wearen’tconvincedthatMegAltmanandherteenageddaughter Sarah (Kristen Stewart) had a life before this
movie began ... before the three malefactors,
intent on finding a fortune hidden by the house’s
previous owner, turned their existence into a
living hell. If they survive the cataclysmic intrusion, it’s doubtful we’ll care to tune in from time
to time to see how they’re doing.
This is where Hitchcock, the master of the
genre, excelled. And perhaps his storied low

ittle

The

L

opinion of actors is ironically betrayed by his
artistic deeds. True, he perpetrated a stylish
detachment from his players.
Yet they inevitably imbue their characters
with the very essence of humanity that commands our empathy and turns us into breathless observers: i.e.- We come to like Jimmy
Stewart’s character in Rear Window (1954).
We certainly don’t want Raymond Burr to
exact his revenge on him.
Enough of all that film theory stuff. Let’s
get to what a panic room is. It’s the best part
of the movie. Really cool. You have to run
out and get one. It’s amazing we’ve all
survived without them. Only thing is, like
the folks who have bullet-proof MercedesBenz limos, you have to make pretty good
money to possess such a thing.
Assume for the moment that you’re the
divorced wife of a pharmaceutical tycoon, as is
the case with Foster’s Meg Altman. A properly
snooty real estate agent, replete with a circa
1930s stage accent is showing you the amenities
and accouterments of a three-story brownstone
previously the manse of a wealthy financier.
Well then, in that case he’ll explain that
this virtually impenetrable fortress within
your home got its origins in Medieval days.
That it is a safe haven from those who would
do you harm.
Of course the 21st century version has all
the modern conveniences, including its own
heating and ventilation system, separate phone
line, and a video and intercom system, all
encased in a couple feet of concrete and three
inches of steel. Virtually foolproof, no?
Apparently not, or writer David Koepp
wouldn’t have been able to furnish filmmaker Fincher with the screenplay for this
film. Truth be told, it’s not a terribly written
script ... just nothing exceptional. At least it
avoids that cliché. You know the one.
Wherein the mother and daughter who are
terrified out of their gourds together learn the
value of their relationship. Nope, none of
that here. And it’s a good thing, too. Next
thing you know, some scheming entrepreneurs will open terrorization camps for dysfunctional families who crave that horrorsuspense movie experience.
Thankfully, Meg and Sarah are pals from
the start. They’d just like to keep it that way.
What this suspense yarn basically relies on
is two assumptions. The first is that a panic
room can protect you from the bad guys. The
second is that if you don’t take everything you
need into the concrete and metal sanctuary
with you, then you can forget the first assumption. You’re in deep water.
Panic room, shmanic room, you’ll still
have to outwit the thugs. That’s the only hint
you’re going to get here. In any case, what is
provided is a rather distressing time, but
without any real substance to round-out the
experience.
It’s a pity, because good scary movies can
also be good films ... pictures that, along with
purveying the requisite set of jangled nerves,
leave you with something to ponder.
Panic Room, on the other hand, only
leaves room for improvement.
* * * * *
Panic Room, rated R, is a Columbia Pictures release directed by David Fincher and
stars Jodie Foster, Forest Whitaker and
Kristen Stewart. Running time: 108 minutes.

Opera Company
Of New Jersey

Presents a Double Bill
Pietro Mascagni's

Cavalleria Rusticana
&
Ruggiero Leoncavallo's

I Pagliacci
Conducted by Robert W. Butts
Directed by Norman Kauahi
Produced by Valerie & Juan Pineda

CHAMBER MUSIC
SERIES

2001-2002 22nd Season

Ani Kavafian, Violin, and Carter Brey, Cello
and Friends
SUNDAY, APRIL 21
MAPLEWOOD at 3:00 P.M.

Morrow Methodist Church, 600 Ridgewood Rd.

WESTFIELD at 7:30 P.M.

Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad St.

SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST

André-Michel Schub, Piano
Program includes
BRAHMS PIANO QUINTET
IN F MINOR
Tickets (honored at both locations): $20, Seniors $18, Students $10

CALL US AT 973-762-0108

8:00pm
Saturday, April 20, 2002
Westfield High School
Auditorium
550 Dorian Road
Westfield, NJ

2:00pm
Sunday, April 21, 2002
Boonton High School
Auditorium
Lathrop Ave
Boonton, NJ

For Tickets & Information Call
1-800-831-6215
$25 Adults

$18 Seniors & Students

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Children under 12 Free
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Westfield Filmmaker Basler Spices
Up Industry With Just Add Pepper
WESTFIELD — Talent and persistence have proven to be a winning
combination for one local filmmaker.
Peter Paul Basler of Westfield paid
his dues like any
hopeful artist.
Years of attending
school, training,
studying abroad
and working as a
production assistant on several
films all paved the
way for this gifted
young man, but it
was his passion for
filmmaking and his
desire to create the
best work possible
Courtesy of Peter Paul Basler
that got him where HIS NAME IN LIGHTS...The Rialto Theater in Westfield served as two different
he is today.
Basler’s first fea- locations in the film, Just Add Pepper.
ture film, Just Add
Pepper was recently accepted to The will have a chance to
Back East Picture Show, a respected shine with a screenCourtesy of Peter Paul Basler
and reputable film festival in ing of Just Add PepUNIQUE VISION...Basler directs the action for a scene
Hoboken.
per at the festival. in an independent feature, Just Add Pepper.
Written and directed by Basler,
His company, The
the film was shot entirely in New Tomorrow Project, an
Jersey, with many scenes taking place independent film group, produced the past September. Post-production took
right here at home in Westfield, in- coming of age feature, utilizing the place in Los Angeles, and now, the
cluding the alley behind the Rialto talent and ingenuity of many actors inevitable waiting for a distributor
Theater on East Broad Street.
and filmmakers from New York who begins. However, the fact that the
The film is described as “a coming worked tirelessly on a volunteer basis. film was accepted to the festival is a
of age story and romance…with coAfter seven months of pre-producContinued on Page 19
medic circumstances and characters.” tion, Just Add Pepper wrapped this

Marshall Cr
enshaw, Glenn Ale
xander
Crenshaw,
Alex
Concert Aids Jaycees’ W
ort
hy Causes
Wort
orthy
By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — For the fifth year,
The Westfield Jaycees put on their
annual music concert at the Westfield
High School auditorium, offering its
audience a performance by Marshall
Crenshaw, which was kicked off by
hometown musician, Glenn
Alexander.
Proceeds from the event benefited
the Westfield High School Girls Lacrosse & Boy’s Ice Hockey
teams, as well as the Jaycee Scholarship Fund &
September 11 Memorial

FineArt
&
FineCraft
at the

Westfield
Armory

April

.13.14
12
110 Artists & Artisans
500 Rahway Ave
Westfield NJ

Fund.
The evening’s talent featured two
excellent solo performers. Westfield’s
own (via Kansas) Alexander, an extraordinary guitar player, showed
remarkable versatility. He performed
jazz, rock and soul material on both
acoustic and electric guitars.
Opening with an interesting instrumental version of James Taylor’s
“Fire & Rain,” Alexander transformed the song from a folksy acoustic number into a moody, jazzy
electric rendition.
Then, Alexander segued into
an original song, “I Can Have
the Blues,” featuring mean,
growling vocals and slick
bottleneck-slide guitar-work.
I believe Alexander would have
made blues legend Robert

early ‘80s and he was labeled as a
“New Wave” artist, along with Elvis
Costello, Graham Parker and Joe
Jackson.
These comparisons are a bit inaccurate, as he clearly has a love of
rockabilly, though he does share the
same cynical bite as Costello and
Parker. He has compiled an impressive catalog of music. Trends come
and go in the music industry, but
there will always be a place for strong
pop songwriters.
Crenshaw warmed up with an
Eddie Cochran tune, “Nervous
Breakdown.” Although
Crenshaw’s voice
was a bit rough
at first, he
slowly got into
the groove.
The second
song of the
set was my

Courtesy of Barry Goldenberg ©2002

Johnson proud with this number.
Next came another
Alexander original entitled
“My Little Girl,” a sweet
acoustic song about his
daughter. He then covered
another classic song, The
Beatles’ “Eleanor Rigby,” instrumentally again to stunning effect. He finished his set with another cover, Country legend
Jimmy Reed’s “Big Boss Man,”
with a swampy blues guitar solo
in the middle-eight that blew my
mind.
Between songs, Alexander told the
audience about how special he considered Westfield to be, deriving a
warm response from his listeners.
Alexander was witty and seemed
like a real laid-back dude. I enjoyed
his set thoroughly.
After a 20-minute intermission,
Crenshaw came on stage, getting a
nice round of applause. For those
unfamiliar with his work, Crenshaw
burst onto the national scene with his
hit, “Someday Some Way,” in the

Kids under 10 Free

Fri 5-8:30pm; Sat 10am-6pm
Sun 10am-5pm
Exit 135 GSP, Follow the Signs

800.834.9437

www.american
craftmarketing.com

Robert Redf
ord
Redford
(1937-

)

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sandy-haired and ageless, he spotted her across the street in a hectic
metropolis, remembering the way
they were. Flooded with memories,
he was now with someone else and
she had also clearly moved on.
Through this ending of The Way We
Were (1973), Robert Redford became
an icon, a sex symbol and an actor to
be reckoned with.
Santa Monica, Calif. is the birthplace of Redford, who was born to
Standard Oil accountant Charles
Robert Redford and Maria Redford.
When he completed his high school
studies, Maria died and her son
quickly became less concerned with
academia and more engrossed in
mischief-making.
Though not commonly regaled for
his painting skills, Redford attended
the Pratt Institute of Art, and later
the American Academy of Dramatic
Arts, both of New York, which also
boasts alumni Anne Bancroft,
Lauren Bacall and Cecil B. de Mille.
While wed to Lola Redford Van
Wagenen, he relished his first Broadway role in Sunday in New York, followed by film parts in Barefoot in
The Park (1967) with Jane Fonda,
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
(1969), The Sting (1973), The Natural
(1984), and Out of Africa (1985). Seven
Oscar nominations for “Best Picture”
were granted and one statuette for
“Best Actor” was won by Redford
for The Sting.
Somehow, it doesn’t seem outlandish to imagine Redford, on his 100th
birthday, ripe to take on the romantic role opposite the glamour girl of
the day. For no matter how much
Father Time tries to sabotage
Redford, he still manages to bring
the hearts of women of all ages to a
standstill. If you want to dispute that,
try watching him charm Demi Moore
in Indecent Proposal (1993) or
Michelle Pfeiffer in Up Close and
Personal (1996) without turning
breathless.
His pretty face not always needing
to be in front of the camera, Redford
is quite successful on the other side
of the lens, directing Ordinary People,
The Milagro Beanfield War, Quiz
Show, and A River Runs Through It.
As a director, he has been nominated
for Golden Globe Awards.
Though he divorced Lola in 1985,
they share Shauna Redford (a
painter), David James Redford (a
screenwriter), and Amy Hart
Redford (an actress). Since 1988, he
has been linked to costume designer
Kathy O’Rear.
Founder of the Sundance Institute
in 1980, which sponsors the annual
Sundance Film Festival in Utah,
Redford has given independent or
“indie” films a home – films which
have recently swept Oscars in the
wake of bombing movies made by
bigger, badder movie houses.
Currently, Redford can be spotted
in The Last Castle with “Sopranos”
James Gandolfini, in which the actor
portrays a General with a hefty
prison sentence. And, for once, it
doesn’t appear that Redford can use
his good looks to get out of this mess.

CONCERT-READY…Milt Faith, Executive Director of Youth and Family
Counseling Service, and Father Alphonse Stephenson, Director/Conductor of
the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea, finalize arrangements for their 12th
annual benefit concert, to be held Saturday, April 20, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

F ather Ozzy Knows Best When It
Comes to Acing Cable TV Ratings
Unless he’s carrying one toward his neighbor’s house because they’re
playing their music too loud, Ozzy Osbourne isn’t likely to have any
association with a Cleaver on his much ballyhooed MTV program,
“The Osbournes.” For the man who proclaims himself the “Prince of
(ahem...expletives) Darkness” manages to juggle his bad to the bone
reputation, while doddering around the house, picking up dog droppings and fretting over whether or not he the house can stand another
pet. The ironic concoction of these two personas makes the Tuesday
night show a winning combo with all generations of viewers. It’s no
wonder that “The
Osbournes” rule the cable
television charts. Nowhere else would you see
a man, who once bit off
the head of a bat, cuddling and cooing to a terrier and preaching to his
son about the dangers of
drug and alcohol abuse.
What makes Ozzy, his
wife, Sharon, and their
offspring, Jack and Kelly
so appealing to viewers is
their dissimilarity to
Carol, Greg, Marsha and
Peter Brady. Both the
Bradys and Osbournes
live in huge homes, but
their lifestyles push both
extremes of the spectrum.
The Brady’s had more
sugary sweetness than a FAMILY TIES...Jim and Margaret Anderson, picbelow, of “Father Knows Best” were nothing
box of Frosted Flakes, tured
like Sharon and Ozzy Osbourne, pictured above, of
solving every pesky issue MTV’s “The Osbournes.” Sharon and Ozzy’s advenin a neat half-hour. Even tures have made them more popular than The Bradys.
when the Brady boys
broke the living room
lamp, playing football indoors when they were told
not to, that conundrum
could never compare with
Sharon Osbourne tossing
a ham over the hedge to
shut up the neighbors, then
inviting them over for a
spot of tea. She’s a sassy,
21st century type of mother,
who puts whining Carol
Brady back to the kitchen
to bake cookies.
Mallory, Jennifer, Andy,
and Alex, the kids in “Family Ties,” which filled our
evenings with more complex, true-to-life issues,
were thought-provoking
characters with the usual worries like prom, diversity, being popular
and disagreements with mom and dad. But, Jack and Kelly, who change
their hair colors more times than I do, truly represent the teens of 2002.
Being popular comes easy to the Osbourne whippersnappers and the
prom probably won’t be the top on their priority list, because Jack and
Kelly have curfews way past 11 p.m. (try the crack of dawn) and they
can brag freely about having tattoos placed on their posteriors.
For the most part, the face of the American family, as depicted by
television network writers and producers, has been painted with a broad
brush, coated with innocence and unrealistic bliss since the beginning
of the medium. Wally Cleaver teaching his dog to fetch or Cindy Brady
losing her favorite doll because it was carted away by the family pooch,
is child’s play when compared with the reality shaping the lives of
today’s generation. Whether or not we wish life were as harmless, warm
and fuzzy as it has been depicted on television since the 50s, it’s safe
to say that we would be doing Americans a huge disservice by
continuing such a portrayal.
And as much as I adore watching the antics of Sharon, trying to start
a vacuum, Jack, claiming his dog ripped up an armchair because he felt
threatened by a cat taking over the roost, or Kelly, exasperated because
her mother made her an appointment with the gynecologist, the oldfashioned girl in me still wishes we could find a “gray area” between
The Osbournes and The Cleavers. But, we won’t.
How can I, a conservative, church-going gal, find any humor in
MTV’s latest winning television experiment? Because there’s something funny about hearing of one of the maddest men in rock and roll
history bug out over keeping a house spic and span, instead of raising
hell with Hell’s Angels or telling his daughter that she’ll regret her teeny
heart tattoo, when his body is crawling with bigger inked drawings.
Maybe, just maybe, The Osbournes give us a chance to see that calling
our families dysfunctional is the understatement of the year after
watching them for a half-hour. Sometimes, laughing at what is harmless and non-sensible can make the most sense of all.

Cartoon Corner
PIANO PERFECTION…As a result
of a recent competition, Dong Yean
Yoo, a 17-year-old piano student of
Raymond Young of Westfield, has
been selected, to perform at the
Somerset County Library’s Honors
Recital on Sunday, April 14, at 4:30
p.m. The recital is open to the public.
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personal favorite, off of his recent
No. 447 album, “Television Light.”
This song has the classic Crenshaw
pop hook and strong vocal in the
chorus especially.
I was aware of Crenshaw’s strength
as a songwriter, but I was extremely
impressed by his guitar playing. Other
well-known songs performed included “Just Not For Me,” “Cynical
Girl,” “Someday Some,” “Truly
Madly Deeply,” and “Dime a Dozen
Guy,” as well as some obscure covers
like Dave Alvin’s “Only the Lover’s
Continued on Page 19
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For a full description
of the story, please visit
www.justaddpepper.com/
story.
On Saturday, April
27, Basler’s work
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CRANFORD – A country
crafts, candles and bake sale
fundraiser will be held at the Cranford
Dramatic Club, 78 Winans Avenue,
Cranford, on Saturday, April 20, from
1 to 5 p.m. with Kayla’s Kountry
Korner. All items are in stock, cash
and carry. Checks are accepted, but
credit cards will not be accepted.
For more information, please call
Madge at (908) 233-1034.
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