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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
READY TO REEL ‘EM IN…Last year, a father and son from Westfield baited
a hook during the annual Policemen’s Benevolent Association (PBA) Local 90
Fishing Derby at Mindowaskin Park. This year, the derby will be held on
Sunday, May 5, at the park from 8 a.m. through 2 p.m. Trout and sunnys will
fill the pond and prizes will be awarded. For more information call the fishing
derby coordinator, Lisa Perrotta, at the Westfield Police Department, (908)
789-4000.

Freeholder Holmes Urges Board to Shelve
Vote on Solid Waste Management Program

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After a lengthy public hearing, the
Union County Freeholders, still need-
ing some questions answered, de-
layed a vote on an ordinance that
would include Safety-Kleen Systems,
Inc. in the county’s solid waste man-
agement plan.

Safety-Kleen operates a solid waste
management service in Linden and
is requesting county permission to
handle certain types of other non-
hazardous industrial wastes, from
pharmaceuticals to small business
waste, at its facility.

At last Wednesday’s meeting, Free-
holder Chester Holmes asked Safety-
Kleen representatives repeatedly
about the inclusion of certain phar-
maceuticals at the site, whether those
materials’ medical usefulness would
have expired when they arrived in
Linden and whether there was a pos-
sibility that some of the materials
could potentially end up at the

county’s incinerator in Rahway.
Garfield Robertson, Facility Man-

ager of the Safety-Kleen facility,
failed to, in Freeholder Holmes’ esti-
mation, provide concrete answers to
his questions.

As a result, Mr. Holmes, saying he
was not satisfied with the responses,
asked his colleagues to put off a final
vote on authorizing Safety-Kleen to
expand its waste management pro-
gram.

Before the Freeholders take a vote,
sometime in late April or May, Free-
holder Holmes plans to send a letter
containing his concerns to Safety-
Kleen, hoping to receive a more de-
tailed response.

In other business, the Freeholder
Board appointed Jerome Feer and
Rosemary Millet, both of Westfield,
to the Air Traffic Advisory Board.
The county government will also
receive $240,000 from the U.S. Jus-
tice Department’s Community Gun
Violence Prosecution Program to hire

two Assistant Prosecutors dedicated
to the prosecution of gun-related vio-
lent crimes in Union County over the
next three years.

The Freeholder Board passed a
resolution declaring April as national
Child Abuse Prevention Month.

County Manager George Devanney
announced the creation of a task
force to review the county’s organi-
zational structure and make recom-
mendations aimed at increasing op-
erational effectiveness, efficiency and
accountability in government.

The seven-member task force will
review the current organizational
structure and make recommendations
for improvements; review the cur-
rent merit-based compensation sys-
tem with an emphasis on measuring
fairness and results; review qualifi-

cations of the candidates for the posi-
tion of Deputy County Manager, held
by Mr. Devanney until last month,
and develop job specification for the
post; and examine the merits of a
performance budgeting system or
similar type of incentive program.

The task force will be headed up
by Dr. Dawood Farahi; Chairman of
the Public Administration Depart-
ment at Kean University.

At the start of its meeting, the Free-
holders welcomed a delegation from
China that was in the midst of a one-
week course on municipal govern-
ment at Kean University. The 20-mem-
ber group is the third such delegation
from China to take part in the seminar.

The Freeholders’ next regular
meeting will be held on Thursday,
April 11.

Linden AutoAccident
Kills Westfield Resident

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield resident Robert
Nixdorff, 35, was killed on his
way to work in Linden on Mon-
day, March 24, when Peter Quino-
nes, 27, of Rahway, reportedly
ran a stop sign at the corner of
Elm and Laurita Streets.

Mr. Nixdorff was traveling East
on Elm Street, and Quinones was
traveling south on
Laurita Street. The
speed limit on both
residential streets is
25 miles per hour.

According to
Linden Police
Chief John
Miliano, the speed
and the weight of
both vehicles, es-
pecially the 2002
Ford Expedition,
were major factors
in the severity of
the accident.

Both the Ford
Expedition and the
1995 Honda Pre-
lude were de-
stroyed when Mr.
Nixdorff’s Honda
was reportedly
forced off the road,
through hedges and into the side
of a house. Quinones’ SUV flipped
over and skidded onto a sidewalk,
hit a parked car and stopped.

Witnesses said Quinones kicked
out front window of the SUV, and
“took off running.”

Quinones later flagged down an
ambulance, complaining of chest
pains. He was treated and released
from Trinitas Hospital in Eliza-
beth.

Mr. Nixdorff was taken to
Rahway Hospital, where he later
died.

Quinones has been charged with
being involved in a fatal accident
while on the revoked list, leaving
the scene of an accident and he
had an outstanding warrant, among
other charges. He was released on
$15,500 bail and a grand jury will
decide whether to indict him on

these charges.
Being involved in a fatal acci-

dent while driving with a sus-
pended license is a third-degree
charge, and carries a heavy sen-
tence.

Mr. Nixdorff was a graduate of
Kean University in Union and
founded Nixdorff and Assoc., CPA
in Linden in 1999. He and his wife,
Carolyn, have resided in Westfield
since 1993.
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Town Council Opens Communication
With BOE On WHS Parking Dilemma

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During the regularly scheduled pub-
lic meeting of the Westfield Town
Council, there was no public partici-
pation. Mayor Gregory McDermott
announced that council members had
met with members of the Board of
Education to open the lines of com-
munication in reference to the park-
ing problem caused by construction
at Westfield High School (WHS).

According to Mayor McDermott,

the construction has caused the loss
of 20 parking spaces for students.
The faculty is permitted to park in
the parking lot of the National Guard
Armory. Mayor McDermott added
that both governing bodies are look-
ing into both long- and short-term
solutions.

The possibility of a parking lot at
the back of the armory property is a
long-term solution. This project
would require the town to open the
end of Codding Road and would not

be feasibly completed until Septem-
ber.

Councilwoman Susan Jacobson
asked if the Board of Education could
fund the project, which is estimated
to cost $120,000. However, Mayor
McDermott responded that the Board
of Education indicated that they did
not have the funding. As a short-term
solution, students may be permitted
to park in the Edison Intermediate
School parking lot.

While the Mindowaskin Park Over-

look was already scheduled to be com-
pleted, it is still a few weeks away.
Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh in-
formed the council that the placement
of the granite was tedious, but that the
project is nearing completion.

“The area does look beautiful right
now,” Councilwoman Jacobson said.

The council passed a resolution to
authorize the Tax Collector to cancel
outstanding property tax to the Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission. The school’s tax form was
accidentally sent to the wrong office
and was not filed in time, they are tax
exempt. The resolution was approved
unanimously, with the exception of
Councilman Matthew Albano, who
abstained.

A resolution was passed to refund
unused parking permits for the rail-
road and Watterson Street parking lots.

The council will be meeting on
Monday night to interview five firms
who responded to them, this is the
next step in resolving the parking
problem in Westfield. The firm that is
hired will take the town through the
re-development of parking lots one
and eight and six and three for parking
decks. The firm hired will solicit de-
velopers and legally designate the
land as redevelopment areas, allow-
ing the town to receive more funding
as well as tax abatement.

Mayor McDermott told The Leader
that the council will be, “hiring some-
one to get us through all these differ-
ent phases.” The company will seek
input from the Council, residents
and the planning board before mov-
ing forward. The process will take
thirty weeks until a developer is hired.
Though Monday night’s meeting is
open to the public, they will not be
allowed to participate.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Parking Problem Extends To WHS
During 18 Month Construction
By ROBERT COAKLEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
grappled with the issue of finding
space for Westfield High School
(WHS) students to park, while weigh-
ing how much parking is needed for
the students who drive, and how park-
ing should be limited.

Parking around WHS had already
been reduced since student parking in
the armory parking lot on Rahway
Avenue was banned following the ter-
rorist attacks on September 11. Fac-
ulty members are currently being al-
lowed to park in the armory lot.

In addition, with the construction
work to WHS, which will be occur

over the next 18 months, there were
questions about how much space
was needed for construction work-
ers.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley said problems in-
clude parking fees and how they
could be enforced. Whether or not
the school board would lease space
on a long-term basis for the students
is an additional issue.

For now the parking problem will
be investigated by the school board,
Dr. Foley said. No proposals will be
issued yet since all the facts are not
available.

Board President Arlene Gardner,
who is seeking another term, said

that a survey is being planned for the
high school juniors and seniors to see
where they would be willing to park
their cars.

According to Ms. Gardner, the
survey will include questions that
will help the board decide what to
do. The juniors and seniors of the
high school will respond, she said.

The results of the questionnaire
should help the school board attain a
clearer picture as to why a student
needs a car to get to school and what
they would be willing to do to get
more student parking.

“There is no easy resolution for
this,” Ms. Gardner said. “There is
pressure from the parking and the
construction, as well as the larger
freshman class due this fall. There is
not a lot the school board can do in
the short term, and the active armory
is not a short-term solution,” she
said.

Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader
ON THE BUNNY TRAIL…Jillian Wiadzionek, 3 ½ of Westfield, was ready to take to the bunny trail, while shopping for
sweets at Brummer’s Chocolates. Jillian was getting ready to visit the Easter Bunny during the Annual Easter Egg Hunt,
sponsored by the Lions Club of Westfield on Saturday.

SCENE OF THE ACCIDENT…Marked by a star,
the intersection of Laurita Street and Elm Street in
Linden is where Westfield resident Robert Nixdorff,
35, was killed in an automobile accident.

Planning Board Questions
Its Own Legal Authority

By JAMES M. FOERST
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The legal authority of the Westfield
Planning Board was brought into
question by its very own members, at
the board’s April meeting.

The controversy arose over an ap-
plication presented by Susan Cherin
of 854 Standish Avenue. Mrs. Cherin
proposed to create two, single-fam-
ily lots from one existing lot, the
practice commonly known as “shoe-
horning.”

Nearly 30 residents from surround-
ing properties objected to the appli-
cation and retained counsel to op-
pose it.

Mrs. Cherin alleged that the prop-
erty was formerly two contiguous
lots, which had been merged into one
prior to the purchase of the property
in 1989.

According to the objectors’ attor-
ney, in 1967, pursuant to a New
Jersey Supreme Court mandate, the
tax assessor merged all double lots
which were deemed to be under-
sized. He argued that because these

two lots were non-conforming at that
time, they were merged to create one
conforming lot and that they should
not now be split into two “non-con-
forming” lots.

He further argued that the appli-
cant was fully aware of this fact
when the property was purchased,
because only one deed was exchanged
and only one parcel was assessed by
the tax office.

Mrs. Cherin had previously pre-
sented an application for minor vari-
ances to the town zoning official,
claiming the merger of the two lots
was improper.

The Zoning Officer disagreed and
rejected the application, relying on
the town map which showed the prop-
erty as one lot.

Mrs. Cherin appealed to the Board
of Adjustment which, in rejecting
the application, sided with the Zon-
ing Officer. Afterwards, Mrs. Cherin
brought a declaratory judgment ac-
tion against the Board of Adjust-

ment, which is presently pending in
the Superior Court of New Jersey.

Simultaneous with the filing of
suit against the town, Mrs. Cherin
filed an application with the Plan-
ning Board to sever the property and
create two lots. The application stated
that the purpose was to return the
“lots” to their original topographical
description. The division of the two
lots would return the property to its
condition prior to the supposed “im-
proper” merger.

The hearing of the application was
objected to by several members of
the Planning Board. Board members
William Ziff and Victor Trzesniowski
questioned the validity of the appli-
cation and the ability of the Planning
Board to hear the application.

“I take issue with this body hear-
ing this application while the town is
presently involved in litigation over
this same issue,” commented Mr.
Treznowski.
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NEW TEMPLAR…Fontaine Deanna Gatti of Mountainside, employed at the
American Express Travel Agency in Scotch Plains, was recently inducted into
the Knights Templar in Manhattan at the Church Du Saint Esprit, with a black
tie reception at the Princeton Club. Pictured, left to right, are: Chevalier Pipe
Major David Gerald Palladino, Classical Music Correspondent of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Mrs. Gatti, and H.E. Cheva-
lier Dr. Marcel S. dePicciotto, Grand Prior of the Republic of France.

Tenants’ Organization Sets
First Public Mtg. on April 9

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Tenants’ Organization
(WATO), a newly-formed chapter
branch of the New Jersey Tenant’s
Organization (NJTO), will hold
its first public meeting on Tues-
day, April 9, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Westfield Municipal Building in
the Council Chambers.

NJTO Chairman Mitchell Kahn

will address the public and an-
swer questions on issues relevant
to tenants’ legal rights and op-
tions, as well as landlord/tenant
disputes.

The meeting is open to the pub-
lic. For more information about
the NJTO, WATO, or the meeting,
please call the NJTO at: (201)
342-3775.

Postal Service Examines
Grievances at SP Facility

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- An investi-
gation into allegations of mistreat-
ment and harassment of postal em-
ployees at the Scotch Plains Post
Office was conducted by the Postal
Service on March 21 and 22.

Human Resources Director for the
Eastern Region, Maureen Zapp, told
The Westfield Leader that as a direct
result of articles published in The
Leader between January and Febru-
ary on the chronic problems plagu-
ing the facility, her office launched
the investigation to look into the
allegations and the disparaging ac-
counts of the prevailing climate.

As part of the investigation, a “cli-
mate assessment” survey, which was
used to gather verbal responses to
questions about the atmosphere at
the facility, was administered to all
of the postal workers who chose to
participate.

Ms. Zapp told The Leader that
participation by the employees in the
survey was completely voluntary and
was totally anonymous. Approxi-
mately 90 percent of the employees
participated.

“I was interested in finding out
how many employees were unhappy.
That was of great concern to me,”
Ms. Zapp stated.

According to Scotch Plains Postal
Employee and Union President of
the National Association of Letter
Carriers, Branch No. 4102, Eliza-
beth Mulligan, an extraordinary num-
ber of grievances have been filed by
Scotch Plains postal employees over
the past two years, some of which
alleged mistreatment and verbal
abuse by their Supervisor Tom Th-
ompson and Postmaster, James
McDade.

Mr. McDade has been the Post-
master at this facility since Novem-
ber of 2000.

Ms. Zapp stated that although there
have been an unusual number of
grievances filed at this facility, more
than from any other branch in the
state, many of them were over minor
disputes, such as hours and wages
and were resolved locally.

Many of the grievances that were
not resolved were filed by the same,
few employees, added Postal Ser-
vice Spokesperson for the Eastern
Region, Diane Todd.

“Of the 451 grievances filed be-
tween 2000 and 2002, 73 percent
were resolved locally between man-
agement and union officials at the
facility,” Ms. Zapp stated. She said
that was a high rate of resolution,
which did not come to her attention
because they were resolved locally.

Of the remaining grievances, 48
were resolved by the Postal Service’s
Dispute Resolution Team and 34 of
those were found to be in favor of
management, Ms. Zapp reported.
Additionally, 45 percent of those 48
grievances, were filed by three em-
ployees, she said.

Ms. Mulligan stated that in the
past year, every single letter carrier
had filed at least one grievance and
in many cases, several. She also
claimed that the Dispute Resolution
Team was biased and usually found
in favor of management.

“Once the team reaches a deci-
sion, no matter how biased, there is
no recourse. It is considered re-
solved,” Ms. Mulligan stated.

Ms. Zapp said that there were sev-
eral avenues of resolution, which the
union could avail themselves of, in-
cluding bringing the grievances to
her attention, which was not done.

Ms. Mulligan and several other
Scotch Plains postal employees al-
leged that Postmaster McDade and
Supervisor Thompson have repeat-
edly harassed postal workers, intimi-
dating them with verbal abuse, threats
of dismissal or penalizing them with
suspensions for what they claim were
unwarranted or minor violations.

Other grievances included allega-
tions that supervisors intentionally
mishandled workman’s compensa-
tion or disability claims, transfer re-
quests or requests for family leave.
Additionally, several postal employ-
ees claimed that they have been re-
peatedly harassed by Mr. Thompson
for filing grievances or for union
activities.

The Scotch Plains facility employs
approximately 63 postal workers in-
cluding letter carriers, front desk
clerks, sorters/handlers and supervi-
sors.

Seven out of the 63 employees,
including two union representatives
have spoken with The Leader, con-
curring that the atmosphere at the
facility was very oppressive” and
“tense” due to the “disrespectful”
way they were treated by the post-
master and Mr. Thompson.

Several postal employees told The
Leader that they believed most of
these complaints were from a few
disgruntled employees that were
chronic complainers and a few em-
ployees said that they thought there
was some validity to complaints on
both the parts of management and
the postal workers.

Ms. Zapp said that the results of
the climate assessment survey indi-
cated to her that on most questions
regarding their treatment, more than
74 percent of the employees reported
being treated with respect and dig-
nity by their supervisors and post-
master.

Ms. Zapp maintained that a few

employees were probably unhappy
with Mr. McDade’s methods of
strictly applying the rules. She also
maintained that due to the economy
and the impact of e-mail, the amount
of work for the post office has slowed
down, nationwide, leaving some
workers dissatisfied with fewer hours
and less overtime.

According to Ms. Zapp, Mr.
McDade has told her that on occa-
sion he has had to ask the workforce
to “quiet down and get back to work”
for being so loud that they could be
heard by customers in the lobby. She
said that she doubted Mr. McDade
would call them names or yell at
them, as he has been accused of
doing.

Several letter carriers reported that
supervisors followed them on their
routes, pressuring them to pick up
their footpace and to deliver unrea-
sonable amounts of mail in inad-
equate amounts of time, to avoid
overtime.

“This puts undue pressure on the
letter carriers to perform beyond rea-
sonable expectations,” Ms. Mulligan
maintained.

“The supervisors get bonuses based
on production rates and the carriers
are penalized if they take a few extra
minutes, even in bad weather,” she
added.

One letter carrier pointed out that
if you are hurrying at an unreason-
able pace to avoid overtime, then
you are not being careful to park
correctly or cross the street safely, so
you get penalized for either not be-
ing safe or for being too slow.

Ms. Zapp conceded that it was
management’s responsibility to in-
sure that employees were perform-
ing their duties, keeping pace with
previous workload expectations and
following proper safety precautions.

“It is management’s job to insure
that employees are not purposely
slowing down. Work-load expecta-
tions are covered in the National

Agreement,” Ms. Zapp stated.
She also confirmed that some em-

ployees are penalized for chronic
absenteeism, but never for taking
allotted family leave. She also stated
that she is only aware of one griev-
ance filed for a declined workman’s
compensation claim out of several.

Ms. Mulligan said that she recently
launched a letter writing campaign
and is encouraging the postal em-
ployees to write to their congress-
men regarding the unreasonable at-
mosphere at the Scotch Plains facil-
ity.

“The only time the Postal Service
conducts an investigation is when
union leaders step up picketing, writ-
ing to congressmen or to the local
papers. We are attempting to resolve
this in the only way that we will be
heard,” she contended.

A letter carrier for 17 years, John
Turnlington, told The Times, “Both
sides need to be more flexible. Each
side has some valid points and some
valid grievances. Some of these ac-
cusations are magnified and distorted
by both management and the union
and some are unfairly arbitrated.
Some of these grievances are unnec-
essary and could be resolved amica-
bly if either side was willing to be
reasonable. All of this back and forth
retaliation creates a very negative
atmosphere that makes coming to
work a lot more stressful than it
needs to be. Both sides need to be
more professional in how they handle
and treat each other in order to stop
these conflicts from constantly esca-
lating.”

Ms. Zapp told The Times that she
would be looking at the individual
responses on the surveys over the
next few weeks to better analyze the
causes and solutions to the problems
at the facility.

Ms. Todd declined to permit Mr.
McDade or Mr. Thompson from com-
menting on the issues, stating, “We
don’t want to debate this in the media.”

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MARCH 25
• A rock was thrown through the

driver’s side window of a 1995 Ford van
that was parked on South Avenue, West.

• Police received a report of an as-
sault on Cacciola Place, in which a
Stirling Place resident said she was
slapped in the face by a Windsor Avenue
male known to her. No complaints had
been filed at press time.

TUESDAY, MARCH 26
• Edward Nugent, 38, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on
Wychwood Road. He was released on
his own recognizance.

• An inspection sticker was reported
stolen from the New Jersey Division of
Motor Vehicles station on South Av-
enue, East.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27
• Nicholas Sandor, 18, of Scotch

Plains and two male juveniles were
arrested in the 300 block of South Av-
enue, West, and charged with aggra-
vated assault, possession of prohibited
weapons, possession of a weapon for an
unlawful purpose and criminal mischief.

The three, including a 16-year-old
from Edison and a 17-year-old from
Fanwood, were allegedly involved in an
incident in which a female juvenile was
struck in the face with a paintball while
in her car. The incident occurred in a
municipal lot off of Central Avenue.
Each of the suspects was released on his

own recognizance.
THURSDAY, MARCH 28

• Douglas Backof, 43, of Garwood was
arrested at North and Central Avenues and
charged with driving while intoxicated
and refusal to take a breathalyzer test.

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
• Scott Brewster, 18, and Robin Early,

20, both of Westfield, were arrested on
West Grove Street after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation.

Brewster was charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and with possession of drug para-
phernalia. Early was charged with pos-
session of suspected cocaine and also
with possession of drug paraphernalia.
Brewster was released on his own recog-
nizance, while Early was released on bail.

• An Edgar Road resident reported
that stereo equipment valued at $750
was stolen from his motor vehicle after
someone smashed the driver’s side win-
dow with an unknown object. The inci-
dent occurred on Plymouth Road.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
• Leon Banister, Jr., 22, of Scotch Plains

was arrested on North Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
released on his own recognizance.

• A Boulevard resident reported that
an egg was thrown against the driver’s
side window of his wife’s car while it
was parked in front of their home.

• A resident of Willow Grove Road
reported that a window had been broken
on the side of her home.

Droves of Kids, Families
Attend Lion’s Egg Hunt

Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader
FAMOUS FUZZY VISITOR…The Easter Bunny took some time out of his
hectic schedule to pose for this keepsake photograph with visitors to the
Lions Club of Westfield Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Mindowaskin Park on
Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: Hannah Priscoe, the Easter Bunny,
Hailey Priscoe, Quinn Priscoe, standing, Sue Priscoe, and, at the forefront,
Lions photographer Doug Schembs.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
said there is no teacher parking at
some of the elementary schools. She
believes the board must consider if
they want to put student parking be-
fore employee parking.

The school board detailed which
streets near the high school might be
used for student parking, using a map
to point out certain areas. One section
near Elm Street was discussed, even
though it is a half-mile walk to WHS.

Farleigh Albertson, a member of
the public, said student parking, if not
done properly, could be seen as “over-
indulging” the students, stating that a
17-year-old could see a car and a
parking lot in front of the high school
as a right instead of a privilege.

Fred Albertson, another member of
the public, said the school board is
underestimating the students. “They
know where to park,” he said, adding
that the school board should focus on
things more “worthwhile” for the stu-
dents.

Steve Morgenthal, a member of the
public, said that he was worried about
the traffic on Stoneleigh Park, which
is very narrow.

Patrick Torrio, an eighth grader,
added that students should use other
means to get to school and free up
parking for parents and teachers.

“Students really don’t need cars,”
he said.

Kay Gragnano suggested that the
school board could alleviate traffic
congestion by creating a circular drive-
way from Dorian Road onto Rahway
Avenue.

Ms. Gardner said the school board
is not jumping ahead to spending
money in a tight budget, but is only
looking at options.

In other business, Board member
William Wallace asked the public to
vote yes on the school board budget
on April 16. Mr. Wallace said the
budget is financially sound, with an
increase of 27 cents per $100 of as-
sessed property value.

The board must continue the “ex-
cellence” in the schools, Mr. Wallace
said. With only 7 percent of state aid
this year instead of the 32 percent
state average, an increase in insur-
ance and lower interest rates, citizens
have to foot the education bill, he
added. More than $800,000 was cut
from the budget.

Ms. Gardner said other districts
across the state are “feeling the
squeeze” of the budget and have to
make similar financial decisions.

A series of meetings will be held
for the public to ask questions about
the 2002-2003 school budget: Thurs-
day, April 4, Roosevelt Intermediate
School, 7:30 p.m. and Tuesday, April
9, Tamaques Elementary School, at 7
p.m.

Board members stated that all
schools would be closed on Friday,
May 24, and Tuesday, May 28, due to
a lack of snow days this year, giving
students and faculty a longer Memo-
rial Day weekend.

A special groundbreaking ceremony
will be held on Tuesday, April 9, at 1
p.m. at WHS, where a new science
wing and a cafeteria extension will be
added to building.

Other extensive renovations will be
made, according to Public Informa-
tion Officer of School/Community Re-
lations Lorre Korecky.

According to Assistant Business
Administrator Tamar Sydney-Gens,
the work is expected to take about 18
months.

Bouquets of flowers were pre-
sented to board members Annemarie
Puleio and Mr. Wallace, since they
are not running for another term.
Both were praised for the time, ef-
fort and commitment they had given
the board.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Bd.
Of Education

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – “It’s an annual
Westfield tradition,” exclaimed
Michael Gordevk, Westfield Li-
ons Club Historian. “The Easter
Egg Hunt in Mindowaskin Park
began in 1936. That’s 67 con-
tinuous years,” he told The
Westfield Leader.

The crowds formed early un-
der cloudy skies for the start of
the 1 p.m. hunt. Most families
seized the opportunity to take a
photograph with the Easter
Bunny, who was portrayed by
Lois Schembs.

Photographer Doug Schembs,
Vice District Governor for the
Lions Club, reminded partici-
pants that the Westfield Lions
Club originated in 1924, and has
served Westfield with pride for

over 75 years.
The Lions Team had over 2,000

plastic eggs, which they spread
around the park as the sun began
to shine. Special, numbered eggs
contained coupons that were re-
deemable for prizes at Baron’s
Drug Store, Lancaster, Ltd.,
Brummers Chocolates and Trader
Joe’s.

Approximately 250 boys and
girls  l ined up,  shoulder to
shoulder, at the curbside start.
The eager hunters were ready,
checked their  equipment –
empty  baske t ,  sneaker s  –
check.

The signal to start was sounded
at 1 p.m. sharp. The young hunt-
ers charged into the park. The
children managed to gather ev-
ery egg in the park in record time
– 3 minutes, 25 seconds.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.
Mr. Ziff echoed the sentiment by

questioning whether the matter should
be heard by the Planning Board or left
to the Superior Court to determine the
“entire controversy.”

Mr. Treznowski stated, “I don’t
know if we have the legal authority to
hear this application.”

Charles Brandt, attorney for the
applicant, argued that the board was
required to hear the application be-
cause his client was under a duty to
exhaust all administrative remedies
prior to instituting suit to appeal the
board’s determination. He noted that
he only filed the declaratory judg-
ment action to preserve his client’s
right to appeal.

Paul Strauchler, Planning Board
Attorney, agreed with Mr. Brandt and
urged the board to continue with the
application.

Charles Weidman, the Mayor’s
Designee to the Planning Board, com-
mented that the Planning Board was
“duty bound to hear the application.”

During boisterous argument
amongst the members of the board, a
recess was taken and the public was
excluded from a brief executive ses-
sion.

Planning Board Chairman Robert
Newell returned, announcing that the
hearing was being adjourned until the
next meeting in May. He cited admin-
istrative and legal questions and issues
as the reason for the adjournment.

“We will be conducting our own
internal investigation,” in order to de-
termine whether the application could
in fact be heard by the Planning Board,
stated Mr. Newell. He added, “We
want the members of the Planning
Board to feel comfortable hearing this
application before we proceed.”

The next Planning Board meeting
is schedule for Monday, May 6.

10 Percent Tax Increase
To Hit Residents in SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Scotch Plains
property taxpayers will face a five-
point increase in the municipal govern-
ment portion of their property tax bill if
the township’s 2002 budget is approved
in May. This will be in addition to the
increase proposed by the BOE and the
yet unknown increase from the county,
which will probably result in a ten
percent total tax increase to the resi-
dents of Scotch Plains.

At its regular meeting next Tuesday,
the Township Council will formally
introduce its $18 million spending plan,
one that has been further pared by
township officials in recent weeks in
an effort to avert a property tax hike
that could have been as high as eight
points.

While state assistance to munici-
palities won’t be cut this year, the fail-
ure by the state government to enact
pending legislation could still poten-
tially add two more points to the local
tax bill. The legislation, which was
passed by the State Assembly by a 77-
0 margin and is currently under consid-
eration in the State Senate, would al-
low towns to spread the funding of
supplemental health insurance over
several years instead of one year.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins told the Township Council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday night
that a Senate vote on the legislation
will certainly occur before the public
hearing and Council vote on the town-
ship budget on May 14.

In other financial matters, Mr. Atkins
informed the Council that Suplee,
Clooney & Co., the township auditors,
were finishing the annual audit and that
a report should be in the Council mem-

bers’ hands next week. It was 11 months
ago that the auditors began discovering
problems in some township accounts
that led to the arrest of former Town-
ship Treasurer William Polidore and
his subsequent guilty plea to embez-
zling more than $300,000 in township
funds. Mr. Atkins praised township
personnel, and singled out Finance
Director Lori Majeski, for their efforts
in turning around the fiscal situation.
He also said that the auditors were
impressed with the condition of the
township’s financial records.

The township will be receiving a
$2,500 grant from the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection to
conduct an open space inventory in
Scotch Plains. The town will provide
matching funds for the study by the
Township Environmental Commission.
And it’s hoped the Council will be able
to reach some conclusion this month
about whether to proceed with intro-
duction of a proposed ordinance that
would permit local police officers to
enter a private residence and take legal
action if they witness the possession or
consumption of alcoholic beverages
by someone under 21 years of age.

The local Municipal Alliance Com-
mittee (MAC), a group that works to
prevent substance abuse, has been push-
ing for enactment of such an ordi-
nance, but the Council, in periodic dis-
cussions on the topic in the past year,
has been unable to form a consensus.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato,
who in the past has expressed some of
the sharpest opposition to the idea
backed by MAC, has been out of town
during several recent conference meet-
ings, and her colleagues will wait until
she returns before fully discussing the
matter.
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announces that their U.S.D.A.
Prime Dry Aged Steaks
are now being served at
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18 East Main Street, Somerville, NJ
(908) 707-8655
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Brooks Crandall for The Times
TAKING OFF WITH THE EGGS?…Young boys enjoy a turn aboard a Fanwood Fire Department truck, which was
displayed outside at the Annual Fanwood Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday morning.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
FIRE TRUCK FUN…Friends Mark Mital, 4, of Fanwood and Paige Crandall, 4, of Scotch Plains play a game of hide and
seek aboard a Fanwood fire truck.
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Freeholder Holmes Urges Board to Shelve
Vote on Solid Waste Management Program

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

After a lengthy public hearing, the
Union County Freeholders, still need-
ing some questions answered, de-
layed a vote on an ordinance that
would include Safety-Kleen Systems,
Inc. in the county’s solid waste man-
agement plan.

Safety-Kleen operates a solid waste
management service in Linden and
is requesting county permission to

handle certain types of other non-
hazardous industrial wastes, from
pharmaceuticals to small business
waste, at its facility.

At last Wednesday’s meeting, Free-
holder Chester Holmes asked Safety-
Kleen representatives repeatedly
about the inclusion of certain phar-
maceuticals at the site, whether those
materials’ medical usefulness would
have expired when they arrived in
Linden and whether there was a pos-

sibility that some of the materials
could potentially end up at the
county’s incinerator in Rahway.

Garfield Robertson, Facility Man-
ager of the Safety-Kleen facility,
failed to, in Freeholder Holmes’ esti-
mation, provide concrete answers to
his questions.

As a result, Mr. Holmes, saying he
was not satisfied with the responses,
asked his colleagues to put off a final
vote on authorizing Safety-Kleen to

expand its waste management pro-
gram.

Before the Freeholders take a vote,
sometime in late April or May, Free-
holder Holmes plans to send a letter
containing his concerns to Safety-
Kleen, hoping to receive a more de-
tailed response.

In other business, the Freeholder
Board appointed Jerome Feer and
Rosemary Millet, both of Westfield,

Neighbors Voice Concerns Over Proposed
Fanwood Subdivision on Pleasant Avenue

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A hearing before the Fanwood
Planning Board on a proposed Pleas-
ant Avenue subdivision continued
last week, as concerned neighbors
were given their turn to ask questions
regarding the project.

Toby Two Realty, Co., L.L.C., the
South Plainfield-based contract pur-
chaser for 76/80 Pleasant Avenue, is
seeking the board’s nod to subdivide
the single, 100-foot-wide lot into
two 50-foot lots. The property, cur-
rently occupied by a single-family
home, is located in an R-75 zone.

Pending approval of its applica-
tion, Toby Two Realty plans to build
a second, two-story home on the new
lot. The applicant’s plans also call
for an existing, detached, two-car
garage to be replaced by a one-car
garage and the removal of asphalt
areas, in order to minimize the over-
all increase in impervious surface
coverage.

The company’s bid involves seven
variances, addressing minimum lot
size, minimum lot width, minimum
side yard setbacks and maximum
improvement coverage.

The hearing on the appeal began
February 27, at which time several
witnesses testified on behalf of the
applicant. Because the meeting ran
late, the appeal was extended to
March 27. It will be continued again
at the board’s regular session on
Wednesday, April 24, at 8 p.m., when
members of the public will be in-
vited to give testimony.

Although Toby Two’s principals
and their representatives maintain

the subdivision will be a plus for the
area, neighbors have voiced concerns
about storm water management, qual-
ity of life and the aesthetic impact of
the additional development.

Helene Miale of 84 Pleasant Av-
enue questioned Donald Sisto, a prin-
cipal of Toby Two, last week as to
whether he had studied the “scope
and character” of the neighborhood,
including lot sizes, average home
measurements and the number of
attached versus detached garages.

Replying that he had studied the
area, Mr. Sisto said he found the
neighborhood included both 50-foot
by 100-foot and 75-foot by-100 foot
lots, and reflected a variety of archi-
tectural styles, including split-lev-
els, ranches and Cape Cods. He de-
termined the garage models were
split about 50-50 between attached

and detached.
In response to her inquiry as to

whether he had spoken to any neigh-
bors about the subdivision proposal,
Mr. Sisto answered, “only you.”

Judy Raub of 170 Martine Avenue
asked Mr. Sisto whether his com-
pany had included adequate provi-
sions for drainage in the plan for the
property. Neighbors have been con-
cerned the subdivision will increase
the flow of storm water into Forest
Road Park.

If the subdivision is approved, Mr.
Sisto said each of the two lots would
be equipped with a subterranean
drywell to contain water runoff. “I’d
like to improve what’s there, not
make it worse,” the applicant re-
marked.

Attorney Frank Farrell, of the

Westfield law firm of Gutterman
Wolkstein & Klinger, representing
another neighbor opposed to the sub-
division, last week questioned wit-
nesses for Toby Two on various as-
pects of the project.

Craig Stires of Stires Associates in
Somerville, the applicant’s project
engineer, confirmed that overall im-
pervious surface coverage would in-
crease by only 7 percent as a result of
the subdivision.

Mr. Farrell also questioned Will-
iam Hamilton, a licensed professional
planner with Keller & Kirkpatrick of
Parsippany, as to whether the pro-
posal adequately reflected the goals
of Fanwood’s zoning ordinance.

Mr. Hamilton, who was among the

Postal Service Examines Various
Grievances Filed by SP Employees
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By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

An investigation into allegations
of mistreatment and harassment of
postal employees at the Scotch Plains
Post Office was conducted by the
Postal Service on March 21 and 22.

Human Resources Director for the
Eastern Region, Maureen Zapp, told
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
that as a direct result of articles pub-
lished in The Times between January
and February on the chronic prob-
lems plaguing the facility, her office
launched the investigation to look
into the allegations and the disparag-
ing accounts of the prevailing cli-
mate.

As part of the investigation, a “cli-
mate assessment” survey, which was
used to gather verbal responses to
questions about the atmosphere at
the facility, was administered to all
of the postal workers who chose to
participate.

Ms. Zapp told The Times that par-
ticipation by the employees in the
survey was completely voluntary and
was totally anonymous. Approxi-
mately 90 percent of the employees
participated.

“I was interested in finding out
how many employees were unhappy.
That was of great concern to me,”
Ms. Zapp stated.

According to Scotch Plains Postal
Employee and Union President of
the National Association of Letter
Carriers, Branch No. 4102, Eliza-
beth Mulligan, an extraordinary num-
ber of grievances have been filed by
Scotch Plains postal employees over
the past two years, some of which
alleged mistreatment and verbal
abuse by their Supervisor Tom Th-
ompson and Postmaster, James
McDade.

Mr. McDade has been the Post-
master at this facility since Novem-
ber of 2000.

Ms. Zapp stated that although there
have been an unusual number of
grievances filed at this facility, more
than from any other branch in the
state, many of them were over minor
disputes, such as hours and wages
and were resolved locally.

Many of the grievances that were
not resolved were filed by the same,
few employees, added Postal Ser-
vice Spokesperson for the Eastern
Region, Diane Todd.

“Of the 451 grievances filed be-
tween 2000 and 2002, 73 percent
were resolved locally between man-
agement and union officials at the
facility,” Ms. Zapp stated. She said
that was a high rate of resolution,
which did not come to her attention
because they were resolved locally.

Of the remaining grievances, 48
were resolved by the Postal Service’s
Dispute Resolution Team and 34 of
those were found to be in favor of
management, Ms. Zapp reported.
Additionally, 45 percent of those 48
grievances, were filed by three em-
ployees, she said.

Ms. Mulligan stated that in the past

10 Percent Tax Increase
Will Hit Residents in SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains property taxpayers
will face a five-point increase in the
municipal government portion of
their property tax bill if the township’s
2002 budget is approved in May.
This will be in addition to the in-
crease proposed by the BOE and the
yet unknown increase from the
county, which will probably result in
a ten percent total tax increase to the
residents of Scotch Plains.

At its regular meeting next Tues-
day, the Township Council will for-
mally introduce its $18 million spend-
ing plan, one that has been further
pared by township officials in recent
weeks in an effort to avert a property
tax hike that could have been as high
as eight points.

While state assistance to munici-
palities won’t be cut this year, the
failure by the state government to
enact pending legislation could still
potentially add two more points to
the local tax bill. The legislation,

which was passed by the State As-
sembly by a 77-0 margin and is cur-
rently under consideration in the State
Senate, would allow towns to spread
the funding of supplemental health
insurance over several years instead
of one year.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins told the Township Council at
its conference meeting on Tuesday
night that a Senate vote on the legis-
lation will certainly occur before the
public hearing and Council vote on
the township budget on May 14.

In other financial matters, Mr.

Atkins informed the Council that
Suplee, Clooney & Co., the town-
ship auditors, were finishing the an-
nual audit and that a report should be
in the Council members’ hands next
week. It was 11 months ago that the
auditors began discovering problems
in some township accounts that led
to the arrest of former Township Trea-
surer William Polidore and his sub-
sequent guilty plea to embezzling
more than $300,000 in township
funds. Mr. Atkins praised township
personnel, and singled out Finance

Borough Council Shares
Views on Convention
To Address Tax Relief

By KIMBERLY MERZ
Specially Written for The Times

A correspondence from the New
Jersey State League of Municipali-
ties, concerning a proposal to call for
a Constitutional Convention for the
purpose of addressing property tax
relief, sparked much debate during
Tuesday’s agenda meeting of the
Fanwood Borough Council.

In addition, no answers are in sight
concerning the opening of the skate
park at LaGrande Park.

A document from the state League
of Municipalities, explaining its po-
sition in supporting a Constitutional
Convention states, “The heavy prop-
erty tax burden in New Jersey hurts
our state and impairs the ability of
our local officials to govern effec-
tively and to provide necessary gov-
ernmental services….

“Only a Convention, such as that
envisioned in S-478 and A-540, could
move reform beyond the political
logjam that inevitably blocks prop-
erty tax reform in the
legislature…The Constitutional Con-
vention process provides a vehicle
that can actually deliver the promise
of relief to the people of our state.”

The document also lists recom-
mendations for criteria, which the

delegates must meet, such as “pro-
viding alternatives, which lessen the
local government dependence on
property taxes; and provide alterna-
tive means, ‘including possible in-
creases in other taxes,’ for funding
local services.”

Borough Council President Joel
Whitaker said that he is opposed to
the proposal. However, he later stated
that he would be in favor of a conven-
tion that dealt with issues beyond
just property tax relief.

“This is an improvement over what
they did last year. This one makes it
clear that the result will be an in-
crease in taxes, versus last year,
(when) they hinted at it. We actually
have legislators who want abrogate
their responsibility and create a con-
stitutional convention so they can
raise taxes, without having to have
their fingerprints all over it,” Mr.
Whitaker remarked.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
said that she would like to let the
voters decide.

“The people are smart enough to
see through it,” she commented.

Councilman Michael Brennan said
that he is “all for” anything that is
going to address the issue of property
tax reform.

“I don’t see any bright ideas com-
ing up, besides this,” Mr. Brennan
stated.

“I will make one prediction, if this
occurs and they come back, one of
the things that will disappear from
the state budget is municipal aid,
which constitutes about 20 percent
of Fanwood’s budget,” Councilman
Whitaker responded.

Councilman Thomas Ryan said
that he is all for tax reform, but does
not support having a Constitutional
Convention, with elected delegates,
when there is already a Legislature
made up of elected delegates.

“I think a property tax reform
movement, in itself, is a good idea,
but the only way to make it work is to
change expenditures,” said Mr. Ryan.
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Freeholder Bd.

witnesses who testified at the initial hear-
ing, reiterated his belief last week that the
subdivision would bring the existing
property more into conformity with oth-
ers in the area.

Mr. Farrell asked Mr. Hamilton how
many homes on Pleasant Avenue, be-
tween Estelle Lane and Forest Road, had
50-foot-wide lots, and how many were
larger. Referencing a topographical map
outlining all the homes in the area, the
planner responded that three were 50-
foot-wide lots and 17 were larger.

The attorney additionally questioned
Mr. Hamilton as to whether he felt the
neighborhood needed more vehicular
traffic, people or homes.

Mr. Hamilton replied that traffic was
not his area of expertise, but felt the
proposed new home “would be a posi-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Neighbors Voice Concerns Over
Proposed Fanwood Subdivision

Linden AutoAccident
Kills Westfield Resident

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Westfield resi-
dent Robert Nixdorff, 35, was
killed on his way to work in Lin-
den on Monday, March 24, when
Peter Quinones, 27, of Rahway,
reportedly ran a stop sign at the
corner of Elm and Laurita Streets.

Mr. Nixdorff was traveling East
on Elm Street, and Quinones was
traveling south on
Laurita Street. The
speed limit on both
residential streets is
25 miles per hour.

According to
Linden Police
Chief John
Miliano, the speed
and the weight of
both vehicles, es-
pecially the 2002
Ford Expedition,
were major factors
in the severity of
the accident.

Both the Ford
Expedition and the
1995 Honda Pre-
lude were de-
stroyed when Mr.
Nixdorff’s Honda
was reportedly
forced off the road,
through hedges and into the side
of a house. Quinones’ SUV flipped
over and skidded onto a sidewalk,
hit a parked car and stopped.

Witnesses said Quinones kicked
out front window of the SUV, and
“took off running.”

Quinones later flagged down an
ambulance, complaining of chest
pains. He was treated and released
from Trinitas Hospital in Eliza-
beth.

Mr. Nixdorff was taken to
Rahway Hospital, where he later
died.

Quinones has been charged with
being involved in a fatal accident
while on the revoked list, leaving
the scene of an accident and he
had an outstanding warrant, among
other charges. He was released on
$15,500 bail and a grand jury will
decide whether to indict him on

these charges.
Being involved in a fatal acci-

dent while driving with a sus-
pended license is a third-degree
charge, and carries a heavy sen-
tence.

Mr. Nixdorff was a graduate of
Kean University in Union and
founded Nixdorff and Assoc., CPA
in Linden in 1999. He and his wife,
Carolyn, have resided in Westfield
since 1993.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tive” for the neighborhood, adding there
is not a lot of new development in
Fanwood.

Mr. Hamilton also fielded questions
from Ms. Miale, who maintained that 90
percent of the lots on Pleasant Avenue
measure 75-feet by 100-feet, while only
10 percent are 50-feet by 100-feet.

She asked the planner whether he be-
lieved a “tall and narrow structure,” as she
described the proposed new home, would
fit in with the rest of the neighborhood.

Mr. Hamilton stated that various styles
of homes exist along Pleasant Avenue
and St. John’s Place, which intersects it,
noting structure heights range from one
to two-and-a-half stories.

“It’s a great mixture of houses,” Mr.
Hamilton said. “It’s hard to categorize
one type of house in this neighborhood.”

NEW TEMPLAR…Fontaine Deanna Gatti of Mountainside, employed at the
American Express Travel Agency in Scotch Plains, was recently inducted into
the Knights Templar in Manhattan at the Church Du Saint Esprit, with a black
tie reception at the Princeton Club. Pictured, left to right, are: Chevalier Pipe
Major David Gerald Palladino, Classical Music Correspondent of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Mrs. Gatti, and H.E. Cheva-
lier Dr. Marcel S. dePicciotto, Grand Prior of the Republic of France.

year, every single letter carrier had
filed at least one grievance and in many
cases, several. She also claimed that
the Dispute Resolution Team was bi-
ased and usually found in favor of
management.

“Once the team reaches a decision,
no matter how biased, there is no re-
course. It is considered resolved,” Ms.
Mulligan stated.

Ms. Zapp said that there were sev-
eral avenues of resolution, which the
union could avail themselves of, in-
cluding bringing the grievances to her
attention, which was not done.

Ms. Mulligan and several other
Scotch Plains postal employees alleged
that Postmaster McDade and Supervi-
sor Thompson have repeatedly harassed
postal workers, intimidating them with
verbal abuse, threats of dismissal or
penalizing them with suspensions for
what they claim were unwarranted or
minor violations.

Other grievances included allega-
tions that supervisors intentionally mis-
handled workman’s compensation or
disability claims, transfer requests or
requests for family leave. Additionally,
several postal employees claimed that
they have been repeatedly harassed by
Mr. Thompson for filing grievances or
for union activities.

The Scotch Plains facility employs
approximately 63 postal workers in-
cluding letter carriers, front desk clerks,
sorters/handlers and supervisors.

Seven out of the 63 employees, in-
cluding two union representatives have
spoken with The Times, concurring that
the atmosphere at the facility was very
oppressive” and “tense” due to the “dis-
respectful” way they were treated by
the postmaster and Mr. Thompson.

Several postal employees told The
Times that they believed most of these
complaints were from a few disgruntled
employees that were chronic complain-
ers and a few employees said that they
thought there was some validity to com-
plaints on both the parts of manage-
ment and the postal workers.

Ms. Zapp said that the results of the
climate assessment survey indicated to
her that on most questions regarding
their treatment, more than 74 percent
of the employees reported being treated
with respect and dignity by their super-
visors and postmaster.

Ms. Zapp maintained that a few
employees were probably unhappy with
Mr. McDade’s methods of strictly ap-
plying the rules. She also maintained
that due to the economy and the impact
of e-mail, the amount of work for the
post office has slowed down, nation-
wide, leaving some workers dissatis-
fied with fewer hours and less over-
time.

According to Ms. Zapp, Mr. McDade
has told her that on occasion he has had
to ask the workforce to “quiet down
and get back to work” for being so loud
that they could be heard by customers
in the lobby. She said that she doubted
Mr. McDade would call them names or
yell at them, as he has been accused of
doing.

Several letter carriers reported that
supervisors followed them on their
routes, pressuring them to pick up their
footpace and to deliver unreasonable
amounts of mail in inadequate amounts
of time, to avoid overtime.

“This puts undue pressure on the
letter carriers to perform beyond rea-
sonable expectations,” Ms. Mulligan
maintained.

“The supervisors get bonuses based
on production rates and the carriers are
penalized if they take a few extra min-
utes, even in bad weather,” she added.

One letter carrier pointed out that if
you are hurrying at an unreasonable
pace to avoid overtime, then you are
not being careful to park correctly or
cross the street safely, so you get penal-
ized for either not being safe or for
being too slow.

Ms. Zapp conceded that it was
management’s responsibility to insure
that employees were performing their
duties, keeping pace with previous
workload expectations and following
proper safety precautions.

“It is management’s job to insure
that employees are not purposely slow-
ing down. Work-load expectations are
covered in the National Agreement,”
Ms. Zapp stated.

She also confirmed that some em-
ployees are penalized for chronic ab-
senteeism, but never for taking allotted
family leave. She also stated that she is
only aware of one grievance filed for a
declined workman’s compensation
claim out of several.

Ms. Mulligan said that she recently
launched a letter writing campaign and
is encouraging the postal employees to
write to their congressmen regarding
the unreasonable atmosphere at the
Scotch Plains facility.

“The only time the Postal Service
conducts an investigation is when union
leaders step up picketing, writing to
congressmen or to the local papers. We
are attempting to resolve this in the
only way that we will be heard,” she
contended.

A letter carrier for 17 years, John
Turnlington, told The Times, “Both
sides need to be more flexible. Each
side has some valid points and some
valid grievances. Some of these accu-
sations are magnified and distorted by
both management and the union and
some are unfairly arbitrated. Some of
these grievances are unnecessary and
could be resolved amicably if either
side was willing to be reasonable. All
of this back and forth retaliation cre-
ates a very negative atmosphere that
makes coming to work a lot more stress-
ful than it needs to be. Both sides need
to be more professional in how they
handle and treat each other in order to
stop these conflicts from constantly
escalating.”

Ms. Zapp told The Times that she
would be looking at the individual re-
sponses on the surveys over the next
few weeks to better analyze the causes
and solutions to the problems at the
facility.

Ms. Todd declined to permit Mr.
McDade or Mr. Thompson from com-
menting on the issues, stating, “We
don’t want to debate this in the media.”

SCENE OF THE ACCIDENT…Marked by a star,
the intersection of Laurita Street and Elm Street in
Linden is where Westfield resident Robert Nixdorff,
35, was killed in an automobile accident.

Parking Problem Extends to Westfield High
Throughout 18 Months of Construction

By ROBERT COAKLEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield Board
of Education grappled with the issue of
finding space for Westfield High School
(WHS) students to park, while weighing
how much parking is needed for the stu-
dents who drive, and how parking should
be limited.

Parking around WHS had already been
reduced since student parking in the ar-
mory parking lot on Rahway Avenue was
banned following the terrorist attacks on
September 11. Faculty members are cur-

rently being allowed to park in the armory
lot.

In addition, with the construction work
to WHS, which will be occur over the next
18 months, there were questions about
how much space was needed for construc-
tion workers.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley said problems include parking fees
and how they could be enforced. Whether
or not the school board would lease space
on a long-term basis for the students is an
additional issue.

For now the parking problem will be

investigated by the school board, Dr. Foley
said. No proposals will be issued yet since
all the facts are not available.

Board President Arlene Gardner, who is
seeking another term, said that a survey is
being planned for the high school juniors
and seniors to see where they would be
willing to park their cars.

According to Ms. Gardner, the survey
will include questions that will help the
board decide what to do. The juniors and
seniors of the high school will respond, she
said.

The results of the questionnaire should

help the school board attain a clearer pic-
ture as to why a student needs a car to get
to school and what they would be willing
to do to get more student parking.

“There is no easy resolution for this,”
Ms. Gardner said. “There is pressure from
the parking and the construction, as well as
the larger freshman class due this fall.
There is not a lot the school board can do
in the short term, and the active armory is
not a short-term solution,” she said.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes said
there is no teacher parking at some of the
elementary schools. She believes the board
must consider if they want to put student
parking before employee parking.

The school board detailed which streets
near the high school might be used for
student parking, using a map to point out
certain areas. One section near Elm Street
was discussed, even though it is a half-
mile walk to WHS.

Farleigh Albertson, a member of the
public, said student parking, if not done
properly, could be seen as “over-indulg-
ing” the students, stating that a 17-year-
old could see a car and a parking lot in front
of the high school as a right instead of a
privilege.

Fred Albertson, another member of the
public, said the school board is underesti-
mating the students. “They know where to
park,” he said, adding that the school board
should focus on things more “worthwhile”
for the students.

Steve Morgenthal, a member of the
public, said that he was worried about the
traffic on Stoneleigh Park, which is very
narrow.

Patrick Torrio, an eighth grader, added
that students should use other means to get
to school and free up parking for parents
and teachers.

“Students really don’t need cars,” he
said.

Kay Gragnano suggested that the school
board could alleviate traffic congestion by
creating a circular driveway from Dorian
Road onto Rahway Avenue.

Ms. Gardner said the school board is not
jumping ahead to spending money in a
tight budget, but is only looking at options.

In other business, Board member Will-
iam Wallace asked the public to vote yes
on the school board budget on April 16.
Mr. Wallace said the budget is financially
sound, with an increase of 27 cents per
$100 of assessed property value.

The board must continue the “excel-
lence” in the schools, Mr. Wallace said.
With only 7 percent of state aid this year
instead of the 32 percent state average, an
increase in insurance and lower interest
rates, citizens have to foot the education
bill, he added. More than $800,000 was cut
from the budget.

Ms. Gardner said other districts across the
state are “feeling the squeeze” of the budget
and have to make similar financial decisions.

A series of meetings will be held for the
public to ask questions about the 2002-
2003 school budget: Thursday, April 4,
Roosevelt Intermediate School, 7:30 p.m.
and Tuesday, April 9, Tamaques Elemen-
tary School, at 7 p.m.

Board members stated that all schools
would be closed on Friday, May 24, and
Tuesday, May 28, due to a lack of snow
days this year, giving students and faculty
a longer Memorial Day weekend.

A special groundbreaking ceremony will
be held on Tuesday, April 9, at 1 p.m. at
WHS, where a new science wing and a
cafeteria extension will be added to build-
ing.

Other extensive renovations will be
made, according to Public Information
Officer of School/Community Relations
Lorre Korecky.

According to Assistant Business Ad-
ministrator Tamar Sydney-Gens, the work
is expected to take about 18 months.

Bouquets of flowers were presented to
board members Annemarie Puleio and
Mr. Wallace, since they are not running for
another term. Both were praised for the
time, effort and commitment they had
given the board.
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10 Percent Hike
Director Lori Majeski, for their efforts in
turning around the fiscal situation. He
also said that the auditors were impressed
with the condition of the township’s fi-
nancial records.

The township will be receiving a
$2,500 grant from the state Department
of Environmental Protection to conduct
an open space inventory in Scotch Plains.
The town will provide matching funds
for the study by the Township Environ-
mental Commission. And it’s hoped the
Council will be able to reach some con-
clusion this month about whether to pro-
ceed with introduction of a proposed
ordinance that would permit local police
officers to enter a private residence and
take legal action if they witness the pos-
session or consumption of alcoholic bev-
erages by someone under 21 years of
age.

The local Municipal Alliance Com-
mittee (MAC), a group that works to
prevent substance abuse, has been push-
ing for enactment of such an ordinance,
but the Council, in periodic discussions
on the topic in the past year, has been
unable to form a consensus.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato,
who in the past has expressed some of
the sharpest opposition to the idea backed
by MAC, has been out of town during
several recent conference meetings, and
her colleagues will wait until she returns
before fully discussing the matter.

Planning Board Questions
Its Own Legal Authority

By JAMES M. FOERST
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The legal authority
of the Westfield Planning Board was
brought into question by its very own
members, at the board’s April meeting.

The controversy arose over an applica-
tion presented by Susan Cherin of 854
Standish Avenue. Mrs. Cherin proposed to
create two, single-family lots from one

existing lot, the practice commonly known
as “shoehorning.”

Nearly 30 residents from surrounding
properties objected to the application and
retained counsel to oppose it.

Mrs. Cherin alleged that the property
was formerly two contiguous lots, which
had been merged into one prior to the
purchase of the property in 1989.

According to the objectors’ attorney, in
1967, pursuant to a New Jersey Supreme
Court mandate, the tax assessor merged all
double lots which were deemed to be
undersized. He argued that because these
two lots were non-conforming at that time,
they were merged to create one conform-
ing lot and that they should not now be split
into two “non-conforming” lots.

He further argued that the applicant was
fully aware of this fact when the property
was purchased, because only one deed was
exchanged and only one parcel was as-
sessed by the tax office.

Mrs. Cherin had previously presented
an application for minor variances to the
town zoning official, claiming the merger
of the two lots was improper.

The Zoning Officer disagreed and re-
jected the application, relying on the town
map which showed the property as one lot.

Mrs. Cherin appealed to the Board of
Adjustment which, in rejecting the appli-
cation, sided with the Zoning Officer.
Afterwards, Mrs. Cherin brought a de-
claratory judgment action against the Board
of Adjustment, which is presently pending
in the Superior Court of New Jersey.

Simultaneous with the filing of suit
against the town, Mrs. Cherin filed an
application with the Planning Board to
sever the property and create two lots. The
application stated that the purpose was to
return the “lots” to their original topo-
graphical description. The division of the
two lots would return the property to its
condition prior to the supposed “improper”
merger.

The hearing of the application was ob-
jected to by several members of the Plan-
ning Board. Board members William Ziff
and Victor Trzesniowski questioned the
validity of the application and the ability of
the Planning Board to hear the application.

“I take issue with this body hearing this
application while the town is presently
involved in litigation over this same is-
sue,” commented Mr. Treznowski.

Mr. Ziff echoed the sentiment by ques-
tioning whether the matter should be heard
by the Planning Board or left to the Supe-
rior Court to determine the “entire contro-
versy.”

Mr. Treznowski stated, “I don’t know if
we have the legal authority to hear this
application.”

Charles Brandt, attorney for the appli-
cant, argued that the board was required to
hear the application because his client was
under a duty to exhaust all administrative
remedies prior to instituting suit to appeal
the board’s determination. He noted that
he only filed the declaratory judgment

action to preserve his client’s right to
appeal.

Paul Strauchler, Planning Board Attor-
ney, agreed with Mr. Brandt and urged the
board to continue with the application.

Charles Weidman, the Mayor’s Desig-
nee to the Planning Board, commented
that the Planning Board was “duty bound
to hear the application.”

During boisterous argument amongst
the members of the board, a recess was
taken and the public was excluded from a
brief executive session.

Planning Board Chairman Robert
Newell returned, announcing that the hear-
ing was being adjourned until the next
meeting in May. He cited administrative
and legal questions and issues as the rea-
son for the adjournment.

“We will be conducting our own inter-
nal investigation,” in order to determine
whether the application could in fact be
heard by the Planning Board, stated Mr.
Newell. He added, “We want the members
of the Planning Board to feel comfortable
hearing this application before we pro-
ceed.”

The next Planning Board meeting is
schedule for Monday, May 6.
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18 East Main Street, Somerville, NJ
(908) 707-8655

“Lots of tax money in New Jersey
is raised; we spend too much money,
that’s the problem,” he continued.
“A lot of it is coming down from
Trenton, either through the Supreme
Court or through our legislators, say-
ing, ‘oh, these are things you have to
raise money for.’”

“I have to be honest with you,
Mike,” Councilman Ryan told Mr.
Brennan. “I don’t think it is going to
be a luxury tax. You don’t sell enough
luxury goods in order to make money.

“I am all for reform, but it has to
come from both sides of the ledger.
If it only comes from one side of the
ledger, it is pointless,” Mr. Ryan
said.

“I’m in support of having this on,
because I think we should have a
debate on it. I’ll happily talk about it
in public, but I don’t support it unless
they do something profound,” he
continued.

Further discussion with the
Fanwood Recreation Commission
about the opening of the skate park
has yielded no concrete results, offi-
cials said.

According to Councilman
Brennan, the Recreation Commis-
sion is concerned about the higher
cost of liability insurance, with the
addition of an attendant to enforce
park rules.

A proposal to erect a higher fence
with a lock was also discussed, to
keep skaters from sneaking in while
the skate park is closed. Raising fees
high enough to cover the additional
insurance and staffing costs was
brought into question by the council,
as they addressed reports of skaters
sneaking into the park without a
permit.

According to Borough Admin-
istrator Eleanor McGovern, a sur-
veillance video camera would
cost approximately $1,500 to
$2,000.

Councilman Stuart Kline sug-
gested that the skate park could be
moved to LaGrande Park, where there
is already a high fence. The area of
Forest Road Park being eyed for the
skate park was originally made for
street hockey.

Mr. Brennan suggested that priva-
tizing the skate park might be a
possibility, and will investigate that
idea further.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Bill Gonch, who is
active in “Students for Government”
and was observing the Borough
Council session, said that teenagers
are “cheap and smart” and he didn’t
think that any fence or lock would
keep them out if they wanted to get
in.
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FW Council

Postal Service Examines
Grievances by SP Employees

to the Air Traffic Advisory Board.
The county government will also
receive $240,000 from the U.S. Jus-
tice Department’s Community Gun
Violence Prosecution Program to
hire two Assistant Prosecutors dedi-
cated to the prosecution of gun-
related violent crimes in Union
County over the next three years.

The Freeholder Board passed a
resolution declaring April as na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention
Month.

County Manager George
Devanney announced the creation
of a task force to review the county’s
organizational structure and make
recommendations aimed at increas-
ing operational effectiveness, effi-
ciency and accountability in gov-
ernment.

The seven-member task force will
review the current organizational
structure and make recommenda-
tions for improvements; review the
current merit-based compensation
system with an emphasis on mea-
suring fairness and results; review
qualifications of the candidates for
the position of Deputy County Man-
ager, held by Mr. Devanney until
last month, and develop job speci-
fication for the post; and examine
the merits of a performance bud-
geting system or similar type of
incentive program.

The task force will be headed up
by Dr. Dawood Farahi; Chairman
of the Public Administration De-
partment at Kean University.

At the start of its meeting, the
Freeholders welcomed a delega-
tion from China that was in the
midst of a one-week course on
municipal government at Kean
University. The 20-member group
is the third such delegation from
China to take part in the seminar.

The Freeholders’ next regular
meeting will be held on Thursday,
April 11.
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SONGS OF THE ‘SEA’…The Youth and Family Counseling Service (YFCS) of
Westfield prepares for a benefit concert by the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea
that will take place on Saturday, April 20, at 8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: YFCS Board President Jim Slabe,
Executive Director Milt Faith, and Concert Chairman Frank Sullebarger.

St. Peter by the Sea to Play
Benefit Concert at Church

WESTFIELD – Youth and Family
Counseling Service (YFCS) is pre-
paring for its 12th annual benefit
concert by the Orchestra of St. Peter
by the Sea on Saturday, April 20, at
8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. This concert is the
agency’s major fundraiser for the
year.

The Reverend Alphonse
Stephenson and his 45-member or-
chestra will present a new program at
their upcoming concert, showcasing
musical selections from a repertoire
of classical, traditional popular and
patriotic pieces. Vocal soloists will
again be featured. Reverend
Stephenson will present lively and
educational introductions to each
selection.

The priest-conductor and his or-
chestra of professional musicians
have played for audiences for the
past 16 years, both on tour to raise
money for various causes and at their
summer concert series, the Festival
of the Atlantic, at Point Pleasant
Beach.

In addition to his musical career,
Reverend Stephenson is a Chaplain
with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel
in the New Jersey Air National Guard.

Tickets for the concert are $25 for
general admission, $20 for senior
citizens (over age 65) and $10 for
students age 18 and under. Patron
seating is available for $60. Sponsor-
ship listings in the evening’s pro-
gram, which include two patron tick-
ets to the concert, are available for
contributions of $300.

Tickets are currently available at

the following retail stores: Country
Squire Men’s Shop on Raritan Road
in Clark; Michele’s Hallmark on
Union Avenue, North, in Cranford;
Irma’s Hallmark on Martine Avenue,
South, in Fanwood; Shawn’s West
Mountain Auto Center in
Mountainside; Nuts ’N Plenty on
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains and
Lancaster Limited on Elm Street in
Westfield.

Tickets may also be purchased at
the Parish Center of St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield
between 9:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday, or at the YFCS
office at 233 Prospect Street in
Westfield.

An independent, non-profit agency,
YFCS provides counseling and men-
tal health services to residents of
Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside, Berkeley Heights,
Clark, Cranford, Garwood and
Rahway.

For more information about the
concert, to become a sponsor or to
purchase tickets, please call YFCS at
(908) 233-2042 or visit the agency
office.

Post Offices Open
Late For Tax Night
The U.S Postal Service an-

nounces the Northern New Jersey
offices that will be open late hours
on Monday, April 15, which is the
final day to mail tax returns to the
Internal Revenue Service.

Ten offices will be open through-
out northern New Jersey until mid-
night on April 15, while three more
will be open until 9 p.m.

The offices in our area opened
until midnight are: Elizabeth Main
Post Office, 310 Broad Street in
Elizabeth and the Plainfield Main
Post Office, 201 Watchung Av-
enue in Plainfield. The Rahway
Main Post Office, 123 East Milton
Avenue, will be opened until 9p.m.

She’s had a successful 50-year marriage, raised three children and helped
run the family business.  Now, she wants to remain in the comfort of her
own home.  Patient Care can help.  Since 1975, our compassionate staff
has provided the in-home support services the elderly need to live as fully
and independently as possible.

For more information and a free nursing assessment, call 908-654-5656.

Hourly and Live-In Certified Home Health Aides • Companions • Nurse Visits
24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week • www.patientcare.com • 120 Elm Street, Westfield

ACCREDITED BY JCAHO

Senator Bagger Appointed
To PS Joint Committee, IRC

WESTFIELD—State Senator Ri-
chard H. Bagger (R-21) has been
appointed by Republican Senate
President, John O. Bennett to the
New Jersey Intergovernmental Re-
lations Commission and the Joint
Committee on Public Schools for
the 2002-2003 Legislative Session.

“It is an honor to be appointed to
these important commissions where
I will have an even greater opportu-
nity to serve the people of District
21 on issues relating to municipal
government and our public
schools,” Senator Bagger re-
sponded.

Senator Bagger, who also serves
as Deputy Republican Whip, is a
member of the Senate Judiciary
Committee and the Senate Law and
Public Safety and Veterans’ Affairs
Committee. Mr. Bagger was elected
to a two-year term in the Senate in
November after having served 10
years in the State Assembly.

District 21 includes Berkeley
Heights,  Chatham Township,
Cranford, Garwood, Harding, Long
Hill,  Madison, Mountainside,
Millburn, New Providence, Roselle
Park, Summit, Springfield, War-
ren, Watchung and Westfield.

Carden Endorsed
By Union County

Democratic Caucus
The Union County Democratic

Caucus has endorsed Tim Carden
as its candidate for the Seventh
Congressional District. He will run
against incumbent Republican
Michael Ferguson.

Mr. Carden ran for freeholder in
Somerset County in 1977 and pre-
viously served as former Governor
Brendan Byrne’s Commissioner of
Human Services.
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The Law Office of
JON M. BRAMNICK

DWI, SPEEDING?
DRUG CHARGES?
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Call

GARY J. GRABAS
Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

(908) 322 - 7000
Fax: (908) 322 - 6997

You can open 
an IRA 

anytime before
you retire.

*Consult your tax advisor for eligibility and potential tax savings. © 2002 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. 

It’s not too late to open an IRA and take advantage 

of possible tax savings on your 2001 income tax.* 

At Valley National Bank, we offer super premium rates 

on a variety of IRA products—including Traditional, 

Roth and Educational IRAs—that can help you prepare for

retirement while offering substantial tax savings. 

Find out which IRA product is right for you. Call 1-800-522-4100,

or visit any Valley branch to open an IRA account or fund your

existing one before April 15th.

(We suggest you do it before April 15th.)

Super Premium Rates

Senator Suliga Sponsors Bill
To Access Water Supply Plan

TRENTON - The Senate today
approved a bill, sponsored by Sena-
tor Joseph Suliga, to provide an
overdue assessment of the State’s
water supply plan based on input
from water purveyors and the New
Jersey Water Supply Authority.

“For whatever reasons, the State
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection has not met its mandate to
update the State’s Water Supply Plan
that was due last year,” Senator
Suliga said. “Even the water supply
update done by the Department in
1996, I’m told, is mostly a rehash of
information left over from the
1980s.”

Existing law requires an updated
water supply plan every five years.
The Suliga bill, S-1301, would re-
quire completion of the report within
six months.

As Democratic Chairman of the
Senate Environment Committee,
Senator Suliga, earlier this month,
presided at a hearing on New Jersey’s
drought conditions, which featured
testimony from DEP Commissioner
Bradley Campbell and private and
public water purveyors.

“The recent rainfall should not
cloud the fact that we need a coher-
ent and comprehensive, long-range
water supply strategy,” said Senator
Suliga. “This bill will make it clear
that the revised plan will be based
on input gathered directly from the

public and private water purveyors
in New Jersey as well as from the
Water Supply Authority and the New
Jersey Environmental Infrastructure
Trust,” Senator Suliga said.

The measure, co-sponsored by
Senator Henry McNamara, R-
Bergen, the panel’s Republican
chairman, has a $1.5 million maxi-
mum appropriation from the exist-
ing State Water Supply Fund. It
passed the Senate 39-0 and now
goes to the Assembly.

Georgette Hritz Honored
For Pin Contest Entry

WESTFIELD – Georgette Hritz,
a sales and service associate at the
Mountainside Branch of the
Westfield Post Office, was recently
presented with a Special Achieve-
ment monetary award for her run-
ner-up entry in a district-wide con-
test to design a pin for her fellow
employees.

The contest invited all employees
in the Postal Service’s Northern New
Jersey District to design a special
pin exemplifying the “Courage,
Commitment and Pride” displayed
by postal workers over the past year.

Ms. Hritz, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent, was one of nearly 200 employ-
ees who submitted entries. All

13,000 employees in the district will
receive a pin.

“Congratulations to all employ-
ees for your courage, commitment
and pride in a job well done in the
face of the recent adversities,” wrote
Eugene H. Rear and Louis R.
Rizzolo, lead executives of the
Northern New Jersey District in a
letter to employees.

“Your actions in the face of the
recent uncertainties reminds every-
one, employees and customers alike,
that the spirit of public service con-
tinues today in the hearts, minds
and actions of the hard-working,
dedicated employees of the United
States Postal Service.”

Hiking Club to Hold
Sunday Activities

AREA – The Union County Hik-
ing Club has scheduled a ramble on
Sunday, April 7, in Lewis Morris
Park in Morristown.

Participants will meet at 10 a.m. in
the upper parking lot at Lewis Morris
Park, Sunrise Lake.

The leaders will be Lynn Gale,
who may be reached at (973) 763-
7230 and Louise White, who may be
reached at (973) 746-4319.

Also on April 7, Al Rossi will lead
a Pluckemin Area Bike Ride. The
group will meet at 10 a.m. at the
Bedminster II office parking lot on
Burntmills Road in Pluckemin. The
lot entrance is on the left, just west of
the intersection of Routes 202 and
206.

The bicycle ride, along scenic roads
from Pluckemin to Pottersville via
Oldwick, extends about 28 miles (can
be shortened).

The event will be cancelled if it
rains and participants may either
bring or buy their lunch. Helmets are
required. Mr. Rossi may be reached
at (908) 647-3417.

A complimentary, six-month
schedule is available by calling (908)
527-4900.

Redeemer Concert
To Feature Range
Of Musical Works

WESTFIELD — The Concordia
College Tour Choir from Bronxville,
N.Y., under the direction of Dr. Alice
Cavanaugh, will perform a concert
of sacred music from Baroque to
spirituals at the Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Westfield.

The concert will be at 4 p.m. on
Sunday, April 7. A freewill offering
will be collected. Jason Marks, a
member of the church and a 1998
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, is part of the 20-voice
choir.

Redeemer Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at the corner of Clark Street
and Cowperthwaite Place. For direc-
tions or other information, please
call the church office at (908) 232-
1517.

Rescue Squad Seeks
Additional Funds

Fund drive chairman Dan Sullivan
announced that the Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad’s fund drive has
only achieved 28 percent of their
2002 goal. “With economic difficul-
ties hitting everyone these days, it
has hit the rescue squad too,” Mr.
Sullivan stated.

With ambulances costing over
$125,000 each and prices of supplies
going up, it is becoming increas-
ingly harder to remain on a budget.
Necessary equipment, like
defibrillators cost more than $2,000
each to replace and the squad head-
quarters is in need of several repairs
that should receive special attention
this year.

Mr. Sullivan went on to say,
“Westfield has always taken care of
their squad in the past, and we are
sure they will continue to do so now.”

Help us help you by sending your
tax-deductible contribution to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 356, Westfield, New Jersey
07091.
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Adult Dance held on Saturdays
will teach several dances to adults,
such as Salsa, Meringue, Hustle,
Swing and the Cha-Cha. The fee is
$70 per couple or $45 per person.

Punjabi Weaving, a type of knit-
ting/crocheting, will be geared to
mature adults. Classes are Mon-
days and the cost is $35 for resi-
dents and $40 for non-residents.

Tennis Ladders will be formed
depending upon registrations for
men’s, women’s, singles, doubles
and seniors. There is a $5 registra-
tion fee.

Additional Children’s Programs
are a basic skills Gymnastics Class
for children ages 3 to 6, Ballet
Class for 3 year olds, followed by a
Dance Combo Class for 4 and 5
year olds, which teaches jazz, bal-
let and tap. Also included is a cheer-
ing class for ages 4 to 6.

Another program will be taught
by USPTA certified Tennis Pro,
Sandra Miller. This program is on
Saturday April 6 from 10 a.m. to 12
p.m. at Kramer Manor Park.

Baltimore, Md. Bus trip: Trip is
scheduled for Saturday, April 13.

The bus will leave from the Mu-
nicipal Building at 8 a.m. and will
return approximately at 9 p.m. The
cost is $65 per person.

Women’s Softball Teams are be-
ing arranged for the spring season.
If anyone is interested in partici-
pating, please contact Yvette Easley
at (908) 654-7131. Games will be
played weeknights at 6 p.m. on
township fields.

Overnight Vacation Trips are
sponsored by Scotch Plains,
Mountainside and New Provi-
dence Recreation Departments.
The trips are as follows: Montauk,
LI, April 13 and 14, Gettysburg,
Pa. August 17 to 20 and Pigeon
Forge, Tenn. September 28 to
October 4. For further details, con-
tact the Recreation office at (908)
322-6700 ext. 221.
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Battle of the Bands will be held
on Saturday April 27 on the Village
Green beginning at 7 p.m. There
will be several music groups from
Scotch Plains/Fanwood High
School competing for the chance
to win a spot to perform at a sum-
mer concert this year.

Junior Drawing: This class is
for young people 11to17 years
and is designed to teach the fun-
damentals of learning; drawing
and developing artistic talent.
Classes are held on Thursdays
from March 28 to April 25 from
4:15 to 5:15 p.m. (For the first
class bring a 9X12 sketchpad,
ebony pencils, and a kneaded
eraser). The fee is $60

Bumper Bowling: A program
for Pre-K and Kindergarteners is
held on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.
or 12:30 p.m. All bowling fees
are $6/week and can be paid for
at the Linden Lanes.

In-Line Skating Family
Nights: Join the Westfield High
School Ice Hockey Team for fun
family skating! Held at the Ar-
mory during the following dates:
April 19, 26; May 10, 17, 24, 31,
and June 7 and 14 from 7 to 9
p.m. The fee is $6 for adults and
$3 per child (payable at the door).

Self Defense Workshop: Gain
essential skills by experiencing
Master Yoo’s self defense tech-
niques on Saturday, April 13
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from 3 to 5 p.m. The fee is $20
per person and is located at the
Martial Arts Institute of America
in Westfield.

Taekwondo for Teens: Students
learn physical fitness and mental
alertness. They will train directly
under former Korean National
Champion, Master Yoo. Classes are
April 2 to May 21 on Tuesday 6 to
7 p.m.

Discount Lift Tickets: Tickets
are available for Camelback,
Shawnee, Jack Frost, Blue Moun-
tain and Mountain Creek.

Devil Hockey Tickets: Dis-
count tickets available for the
Devils vs. Boston Bruins Sun-
day, April 7 at 1:05 p.m. Tickets
are $40.

Night Place: (Grades 6-8) 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. Features: Disc
Jockey, food, games, movies and
dancing. The cost is $2 in ad-
vance and $3 at the door. Future
date: May 17.
For more information, please
contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 425 E Broad St. at (908)
789-4080 www.westfieldnj.net

Rotary Thanks Mike Melango
For Bus Shelter Refurbishing
MOUNTAINSIDE – One of the

first community projects undertaken
by the Rotary Club of Mountainside
in the 1970’s was to construct a bus
shelter for residents and others wait-
ing on Route 22 in front of
Mountainside Borough Hall for the
New Jersey Transit buses to New
York and other eastbound locations.
The brick and frame structure was
erected and donated to the Borough,
which has maintained it and does so
today. After recent review of the bus
stop, the Rotary Club decided it had
become a bit worn from heavy use,
the elements and the stop needed
more than routine maintenance —
rather a major upgrade to make it
pleasant and neat for users. The Club
enlisted the assistance of Mike
Melango, a Mountainside resident
and President of Melo Construction,
a general contractor and homebuilder
with offices in Mountainside and
Roselle Park. Mike and his crew
installed new gutters and leaders,
repaired damaged wood in the soffit,
placed new siding on the shelter,
replaced the side window, replaced

the benches inside and completely
repainted the interior with graffiti
resistant paint. Mike, a Past Presi-
dent of the Roselle / Roselle Park
Rotary Club, truly practices the Ro-
tary motto, “Service Above Self.” He
did more than assist the Mountainside
Rotary Club; his firm supplied all the
materials and labor for the project
and donated all of this at no cost to
the community or the Mountainside
Rotary Club. He believes in the great
work Rotary does both locally and
internationally, and also that resi-
dents should give something back to
the community where they reside
and raise their families.

Anyone who lives or works in the
Mountainside area and who would
like to attend a luncheon meeting of
the Mountainside Rotary Club, held
at Sheffield’s Caterers at 12:15 p.m.
on Monday’s. As a guest of the Club,
please contact Bruce Dickerson at
(908) 233-4881.

Thanks to Mike Melango and Melo
Construction on behalf of the Club
and the Mountainside community
for his generosity to others!

IN TIME FOR APRIL SHOWERS…Members of the Mountainside Rotary
Club with Mike Melango (second from left) refurbished the Mountainside bus
shelter. Also pictured, left to right, are: Dan Falcone, First Vice-President; John
Schnakenberg, President; and Bruce Dickerson, Treasurer.

IN AN EMERGENCY,

WHO CAN YOU 

TRUST AS MUCH AS YOUR 

PEDIATRICIAN? 

HOW ABOUT ANOTHER

PEDIATRICIAN?

99 Beauvoir Avenue, Summit, NJ

Atlantic Health System’s Overlook Hospital is a major clinical affiliate of the
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey — New Jersey Medical School.

It started with a simple fact — kids are different.

Then — from the region’s leader in Emergency 
Room services — came the innovations. A separate
“kids-only” area. Special beds and surroundings
designed especially for children. A medical staff
trained to take care of kids. And, the only Pediatric
Emergency Department in the area staffed by 
pediatricians and an entire pediatric care team 
who are there when you need them most.

Working hand-in-hand with your pediatrician, we 
treat more than emergencies.We treat kids like kids.
Along with the Atlantic Children’s Medical Center,
it’s just another sign of our commitment to remaining
the region’s leader in children’s health care.

For any child-related emergency, call 911 first then 
alert your pediatrician.

For more information or for a referral to an 
Atlantic pediatrician, call 1.888.878.KIDS or visit
ChildrensMedicalCenter.AtlanticHealth.org.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Senator Suliga Bill Sanctions
Dredged Material Use

TRENTON – The Senate Monday
approved a bill, S-235, sponsored by
Senator Joseph Suliga, to encourage
the use of materials dredged from the
New York and New Jersey Harbor for
construction projects needing
brownfields remediation and landfill
cover.

“Dredging makes the Harbor more
navigable and this legislation would
help make it more accessible as a
beneficial fill material,” said Senator
Suliga, D-Union, Middlesex and
Somerset. “Environmentalists sup-
port this bill because they under-
stand there are significant safeguards
in place to ensure that sensitive areas
use only safe material.”

The bill, which has the support of
the Environmental Federation, the
American Littoral Society and New
Jersey Clean Ocean Action, passed
39-0 and now goes to the Assembly.

“It’s important that we codify State
policy to encourage the beneficial
use of dredged material from the
Harbor so nearby projects get access
to ready-to-use fill,” Senator Suliga
said. The Department of Environ-
mental Protection has done exten-
sive research on dredged materials
used as land fill and has in place the
necessary safeguards to recommend
the use of dredged material in vari-
ous State-funded construction
projects, Senator Suliga said.

OWEN BRAND

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender
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Parent-Teacher Assoc. Encourages
‘Yes’ Vote of SP-F School Budget

The Executive Board of the Terrill
Middle School PTA has unanimously
endorsed the proposed 2002-2003 bud-
get, approved by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education.

This budget was crafted with two goals
in mind. The first and foremost objective
is to deliver a solid, quality education to
the students of our community. The sec-
ond goal is to limit the burden of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood property taxpayers.

Although our school district will re-
ceive flat funding from the state this
year, this level of funding is essentially
a cut because the student body is pro-
jected to increase by 174 students.

This budget will allow us to maintain
current class sizes and purchase new
books that are needed. We will be able to
increase staffing as necessary, help the
anticipated move of our fifth graders
into the middle schools and provide an
additional guidance counselor at each
middle school.

The World Language program will be
expanded to include grades four and
five. At the High School, improvements
include the addition of Astronomy and
Zoology programs to the curriculum.
This will round out our High Schools
science program to provide four years of
science for all of our students, as is now
expected by most colleges.

As you drive by our schools you can
now see direct results from last year’s
school bond. The money has gone to-
ward the necessary construction and

improvements to our schools. Approxi-
mately half of the school budget in-
crease this year can be attributed to last
year’s school bond vote.

We support this budget. The quality
of our schools is important not only for
the children in this community, but for
all homeowners as well. The perceived
quality of a school district is reflected in
local property values. In order to main-
tain the quality education that defines
our community, we strongly urge you to
support this budget.

Polls will be open from 2 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 16. Be sure to vote!

Maura Berger,
Corresponding Secretary

Terrill Middle School PTA

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Houve – A hood or cap
2. Hordeaceous – Resembling barley
3. Tabinid – A horsefly
4. Ereption – Taking or snatching

away by force

ONYCHOPHAGY
1. Permanent and progressive loss of

memory; Alzheimers disease
2. The habit of biting the fingernails
3. Skin disease marked by bacteria

causing it to decay
4. The destruction of ancient monu-

ments
XEROSTOMA

1. Having little to no sense of smell
2. Having no stomach
3. Dryness of the mouth from lack of

normal secretion
4. Lack of yellow pigmentation

CRINIGEROUS
1. Hairy; covered with hair
2. Preserving through freezing
3. Shrinking or cowering, usually in

fear
4. Forming rings

RETROUSSE
1. Predicting the future by understand-

ing the past
2. Turned up at the tip like a pug nose
3. Running backward
4. Any reference book
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Letters to the Editor

For Many, Holidays Were Solemn Reminder
Of Those Victimized By Events of Sept. 11

School Superintendent Sites District’s
Progress In Endorsing 2002-2003 Budget

BOE Vice President Says Bd. Made
Sacrifices While Crafting Budget

Another holiday season has passed. The leftovers are
being carved up into sandwiches and the chocolate
bunnies are unrecognizable with their heads bitten off.
The Seder plates and special dishes have been put back
into their cabinets, to collect dust until next Passover.
Alarm clocks are set once again for 6:30 a.m. and the
kids are back to studying for tests and waiting for that
magical last day of school just around the corner.

For many of us, the routine of daily life is back to
normal in most ways: holidays, groceries, laundry, and
homework. But for some families, approximately 6,500,
life will never be the same again. Every holiday dinner,
will mark another special occasion that a loved one is
not sitting at the table. The diminished laundry and
sparser grocery bill are constant reminders that some-
one dear and loved is missing.

These are people who live in our communities, whose
children attend school with ours, who stand next to us at
the grocery store. For them, life will never be the same
without their beloved partner, parent or child who was
abruptly stolen from them on September 11.

Although it is comforting to put the tragic events of
that horrific day behind us, we must not forget the

families who were most deeply scarred by that act of
terror. Perhaps now, more than ever, these families
need our support and love. As the shock and fear of the
horrific attack wears off, the real depth of grief and
sorrow set in, especially on holidays. Some of us may
even feel a twinge of guilt for enjoying ourselves in the
wake of such a terrible tragedy.

Two major holidays of this season, Easter and Pass-
over, remind us that joy and grief are often inter-
mingled. Both of these holidays celebrate not only loss
and sacrifice, but miracles in the face of hopelessness.
Every holiday has taken on a deeper meaning for all of
us because of the sacrifice made by the victims of
September 11. Like fallen war heroes, they died be-
cause we have the freedom to live and worship as we
choose, because we are Americans: Christians, Jews,
Muslims, Sikhs, Atheists, and dozens of other sects
among us. They died defending our right to choose.
Every one of them is an American hero and every
religious holiday is more meaningful and more joyous
in honor of them.

Happy Easter and Good Pesach from The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Over the years, I’ve witnessed the
strength of community support for the
Westfield Public Schools demonstrated in
many ways. Westfield citizens have sup-
ported school budgets and bonds to ac-
commodate changes in enrollment, cur-
riculum and to update our aging facilities.

As a result of school funding laws and
the lack of ratables in a town like
Westfield, the bulk of school budget
income rests with the local taxpayer.

This year, Westfield received about
7.5 percent of our revenue from the state,
while the state aid average was 32 per-
cent. With state and federal aid frozen
for 2002-2003, the reliance on local taxes
is greater than ever.

In some years, we have been able to
absorb the impact of limited state sup-
port with fund balance and interest in-
come, but these revenues also have de-
clined as the economy has weakened.

On the expense side, many of our
fixed charges come with double digit
increases. Insurance has increased 24
percent despite changing carriers and
requiring employee contributions. Spe-
cial Education expenses will increase by
16 percent, and our debt service by 39
percent, as we make the first payment on
the high school bonds.

The board has cut almost $800,000
out of the operating budget, ending good
programs like the summer Primary En-
richment Program and eighth grade
sports, keeping the operating budget in-
crease at 5.7 percent, within the state
budget cap.

Despite this difficult budget, our stu-
dents continue to shine. SAT scores are
up and student performance on fourth,
eighth and 11th grade state tests is among
the highest in the state.

We are educating over 5,500 students,
more than 700 students more than in 1996.
99.7 percent of our seniors graduate and 95
percent continue their education. We have
added essential additions to our elemen-
tary schools and have broken ground for a
new science wing at the high school. We
have introduced foreign language at the
elementary level, integrated technology
into the curriculum and added teachers to
keep class sizes reasonable.

As I listened to residents at five public
meetings on the budget, read countless
e-mails and answered many calls, the
message was always the same: the chil-
dren must come first. The board restored
several budget cuts, like All City Music,

television production and new comput-
ers because parents emphasized their
importance. Even those who publicly
support a lower tax increase argued
strongly against the cuts that were made.

I believe that the budget we are pro-
posing strikes the best balance between
educational excellence and fiscal respon-
sibility. What really matters is what you
think. Copies of the budget are available
in the board offices at 302 Elm Street.
Information about the budget is posted
on our website, www.westfieldnj.com.

TV36 is running an informational seg-
ment that describes the highlights of our
2002-2003 budget. Emphasis, which pro-
vides an overview of the budget, will be
mailed to every resident next week.

I urge Westfield residents to become
informed about the budget and to vote on
Tuesday, April 16.

Dr. William Foley
Superintendent of Westfield

Public Schools

In a letter to this newspaper last week,
Keith Hertell simultaneously criticized
the Westfield Board of Education for
not making “sacrifices” in order to de-
liver an acceptable budget, and pro-
posed that the board increase spending
to retain eighth grade sports.

This inconsistency demonstrates the
inherent difficulties in formulating a
school budget at a time of increasing
enrollments and costs and decreasing
state aid. No one wants to cut programs,
but no one wants to pay higher taxes.

As a member of the board’s Finance
Committee, I know only too well how
difficult it is to maintain a quality
educational program within an accept-
able budget.

Westfield schools offer many valu-
able programs to meet the needs and
interests of our students and their fami-
lies. The board struggled to determine
which programs to reduce or eliminate
given our extraordinarily tough budget
situation. I, too, was very disappointed
that programs, such as eighth grade sports
and the summer Primary Enrichment
Program, needed to be cut so the budget
would fit within the state-mandated cap.

The board has done exactly what Mr.
Hertell has suggested. We have thought
creatively about how to most effectively
use our staff and reduce costs, without
harming the quality of our educational
programs, and we have asked the com-
munity to make sacrifices by eliminat-
ing some non-academic programs.

The Westfield Board of Education was
able to keep the proposed budget increase
for 2002-2003 within the state mandated
budget cap of 5.7 percent. The debt ser-
vice for our elementary and high school
bonds brings the budget increase to 6.7
percent. The tax impact, however, is 9.7
percent because the state is paying a
smaller portion of the total budget, there
is less fund balance and lower interest on
our investments. The budget maintains
the high quality school system that brings
eager buyers for homes in Westfield.

I would urge voters to approve the
proposed school budget for the benefit
of our children and our community.

Anne Riegel,
Vice President

Westfield Board of Education

Clergy Urges Sports Programs
To Avoid Scheduling on Sundays

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: Copies of this letter

were also sent to Mayor Gregory
McDermott, members of the Town Coun-
cil, the Town Administrator, the members
and chairman of the Recreation Commis-
sion, the Westfield Y and the PAL.

*  *  *  *  *
We, the undersigned senior clergy of

the Westfield interfaith congregations, wish
to express our concerns about sports ac-
tivities, which are scheduled on Sundays.

For many years, sports organizations
avoided scheduling sports activities on
Sundays out of respect for religious ob-
servances and educational programs.

Unfortunately, with the increasing
interest in sports and secularization of
our culture, this no longer seems to be a
consideration.

Sunday morning sports events and
practices (and even those scheduled early
afternoon out of town) conflict with
religious education opportunities at all
houses of worship in Westfield. Addi-
tionally, they conflict with primary wor-
ship opportunities at most churches.

It is wrong to force children and their
families to choose between enriching one’s
religious life and participating in sports.

Many would agree that our culture
benefits greatly from the moral and ethi-
cal development of children and their
families that comes from involvement
in religious activities and recreational
activities contribute to the overall well-

being of our community, we should not
compete for the allocation of such a
precious commodity – our time.

We urge all sports programs in
Westfield to make every attempt to avoid
scheduling activities at times on Sun-
days that will cause a conflict between
religious programming and recreational
activities.

Together, we can enhance and im-
prove the quality of life in our commu-
nity.

The Reverend Dimitrius Antokas,
The Reverend William Ross

Forbes,
The Reverend Andrew

Hammersley,
The Reverend Monsignor William

Harms,
The Reverend Paul Kritsch,

The Reverend David Harwood,
Rabbi Charles Kroloff,

The Reverend Monsignor Joseph
Masiello,

The Reverend Stanford Sutton,
The Reverend Dr. Darla Dee

Turlington,
The Reverend Leon Randall,

The Reverend Dr. Christopher
Atwood

Fanwood Resident Disgusted With
Westfield Landlord’s Greed

I have to express my disgust for the
greed being displayed by the owner of
the South Avenue Shopping Center in
Westfield. The shopping center, which
used to house a Mandee shop and Dress
Barn, has been leased to Harmon Cos-
metics, which is in direct competition
with the Beauty Outlet, a small shop
located a few doors down.

I have shopped at the Beauty Outlet
for the last 20 years and have always
found the owner Michael helpful and
courteous to his patrons, he has always
gone out of his way to answer questions

and his knowledge of the products he
sells is impressive. Do you think you
will get that quality of service at a large
chain?

The greed displayed by the landlord
has been displayed by many of the land-
lords in the downtown area, pushing out
the small mom and pop stores for the
larger chains. I find it quite disturbing-
what is next a Borders right next door to
the town Book Shop? A Subway next to
Duke’s and Hershey’s?

Kathryn Sidebottom
Fanwood

‘Yes’ Vote on Budget
For Westfield Schools
Benefits All Residents
I would like to express my support for

the education budget, on which we’ll be
voting on Tuesday, April 16. State aid
has been frozen for the first time in 25
years, and several programs have had to
be reduced from their planned size in
order to accommodate the town’s needs.

I think it’s important for all citizens of
Westfield to support our education sys-
tem. For parents, there can be no more
important investment than in their
children’s future, and for those families
without children in our school system,
Westfield’s commitment to education
supports our community and our prop-
erty values.

So I urge everyone to get out and vote
“yes” to the budget on April 16.

Simon Lack
Westfield

Mum’s the Word on Candidates
Until April 8 Filing Deadline

The local guessing games will be resolved next
Monday when the behind-the-scenes maneuverings
of mayoral and council candidates, would-be candi-
dates and might-have-been candidates end with the
disclosure of who filed petitions and, sometimes more
interestingly, who didn’t. Right now, it’s a lot of fun
listening to the rumor mill, as the local committees
choose their candidates.

It’s going to be a busy election season around here
this fall; what makes it more fun right now is that many
of the candidates who will be on the ballot are not yet
known. For strategic political reasons, and sometimes
just for fun, many have refused to confirm or deny their
interest in running in the weeks leading up to April 8,
the deadline for filing nominating petitions to be
placed on the Tuesday, June 4 Primary ballot.

In addition to Mayor Gregory McDermott, four seats
on the Westfield Town Council will be in play. These seats
are currently held by Democrats Carl Salisbury, Claire
Lazarowitz and Lawrence Goldman, and Republican
Rafael Betancourt. Presently, the council is controlled by
five Democrats over three Republicans. Who’ll be run-
ning for these five seats besides, it’s presumed, the
incumbents? Even they have surprised us before, and
been last minute dropouts. It’s anyone’s guess, and the
speculations have been interesting.

There are some interesting rumors about the pos-
sible Democratic mayoral candidate for Westfield, for
example. The names of former mayor Tom Jardim,
Councilman Salisbury and current Freeholder Mary
Ruotolo have been bantered around. On the Republi-
can side, rumors have been spread that Mayor
McDermott won’t run again and that Councilmen
Betancourt or Matt Albano will pick up the banner.

For council seats up for grabs, the return of past
Councilman Neil Sullivan to run against incumbent
Councilwoman Lazarowitz has been conjectured. Pure
speculation, say town party leaders, Democrat Ken

Rotter and Republican Vic Trzesniowski — but mum’s
the word.

Three Township Council seats will be contested in
Scotch Plains, with Republican Councilmen Frank
Rossi and Guy Celentano confirming their intention to
seek reelection. As for the Democrats, the plans of
Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel, the governing body’s
lone Democrat, are still not known, and recently the
township Democrats issued an appeal for interested
candidates to come forward.

Democratic party Chairman Ken Lipstein assures
this newspaper that they will have a strong, qualified
set of candidates  again, mum’s the word.

In Fanwood, two Borough Council seats, those
currently held by Stuart Kline and Thomas Ryan, will
be up for grabs, as Democrats seek a way to build on
last November’s twin victories and further narrow the
current 5-2 Republican majority.

In Mountainside, two Republicans, Keith Turner
and Paul Mirabelli, are up for reelection in a commu-
nity where no Democrat has ever held a Borough
Council seat. Things will probably stay this way in the
2002 elections.

Some of these contests will likely be easy sprints to
reelection for incumbents. Others, however, are likely
to be hard-fought battles that could shape local politics
and governmental policy for several years to come. It
will be fun to watch the all-out political war in
Westfield, as both parties are highly motivated and
well supported.

In the interest of preserving a strong democratic
spirit, advancing good government and giving voters
a true choice  we hope none of the local elections in our
area this fall are uncontested. It would be great if the
yawners of uncontested school board elections occur-
ring in two weeks could also become this way in the
future. After all, is it really that much fun winning a
contest where there is no opponent?

More Letters
on Page 5

Parent-Teacher Council President
Urges Affirmative Vote for Budget

I am writing this letter to encourage
all Westfield voters to vote in favor of
the school budget on Tuesday, April 16.

I believe the budget is well crafted in
light of the current state of school fund-
ing. Consideration has been made of the
expenses of the district, including the
rising costs of professional staff, rising
health care insurance for the district
employees, and the freeze on state aid
from Trenton.

Our fine schools continue to show
excellent results, as indicated by The
Star-Ledger report on March 7. Westfield
students’ SAT average is among the
highest in the state; indeed, that bench-
mark is one of the main reasons why
people buy homes in this town – now and
in years gone by. It is no wonder that
Westfield continues to increase its school
enrollment each year.

We will enjoy another Homestead
rebate this year. It will help to ease the
increase. Taxes are by no means anyone’s

favorite bill to pay, but school taxes are
extremely important. They represent our
investment in the future.

While the current school budget pro-
posal asks my household for approxi-
mately $9.47 a week (I have two chil-
dren in the system), I compare that cost
to some of the other items that we fre-
quently expend: cable TV, cell phones,
Internet connection, manicures, dog food
and magazine subscriptions.

I know that every resident does not
spend the same way our family does, but
I also know that every homeowner ben-
efits from our excellent school system.
Retirees have found their home to be
their greatest investment return. By keep-
ing our academic standards high,
homeowners self-fund their retirement.

That is why I ask all residents to vote
yes for the budget proposal.

Merry C. Wisler, President,
Westfield Parent-Teacher Council
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Westfield PBA No. 90
Sponsors Third Annual

Fishing Derby
The Westfield Policemen’s Be-

nevolent Association Local No. 90 is
sponsoring the third annual Fishing
Derby. The event will be held at
Mindowaskin Park on Sunday, May
5, from 8 a.m. through 2 p.m.

The Fishing Derby will be a fun
afternoon for children. Trout fish
and Sunnys will be stocked in the
pond. There will be prizes for chil-
dren who catch golden trout and
refreshments for all.

Children 14 and under, can sign up
for the event at the Westfield Police
Station. Remember, that space is lim-
ited. Over 300 children participate
annually, and each child needs to
bring their own fishing pole.

For more information call the fish-
ing derby coordinator, Lisa Perrotta,
at the Westfield Police Department,
908-789-4000.

Dyckman To Address
Fanwood GOP Club

Susan Dyckman, a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education Candi-
date, will be a guest speaker at the La
Grand Recreation Building in
Fanwood.

Mayor Jung and Council President
Whitaker will also be present. They
will discuss current issues relating to
Fanwood.

Candidate’s night at the Republi-
can Club will be on May 6. Invited to
attend will be the newly elected Free-
holder Candidates from Union
County: Anira Clericuzio, Esq. From
Cranford, Councilman Joel
Whittaker from Fanwood and Coun-
cilwoman Elyse Bochicchio Medved
from Rahway.

The primary election will be on
Tuesday, June 4. If anyone has any
questions or is interested in joining
the Fanwood Republican Club, please
contact Sophie Kauchak, correspond-
ing secretary, at (908) 322-3241.

BOE Budget Information
On-Line at Board Office
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Board of Education has announced
that information concerning the
2002-2003 school budget is avail-
able on-line at www.westfieldnj.com.

On the 2002-2003 budget website,
the following can be accessed: a
condensed budget presentation con-
taining graphs and text describing
the key elements of the budget; the
official advertised budget; an absen-
tee ballot application; Synopsis of
the Board of Education’s final bud-
get hearing; schedule of public bud-
get presentations; and names and
bios of candidates seeking seats on
the Board of Education.

This information is also available
at the Board of Education at 302 Elm
Street from the Business Office or
the School/Community Relations
office.

Gardner Offers Proposal
For Educational Excellence
By any measure, Westfield has a

very good educational system. But a
school system cannot rest on its lau-
rels. We must educate our children
for the future and that means always
being open to change.

I believe that we need to focus on
ensuring that our courses are chal-
lenging, up-to-date and well-articu-
lated; maintaining educationally
sound class sizes; providing on-go-
ing professional development pro-
grams for teachers; assuring that the
educational programs address the
needs of all students; and doing this
all within a fiscally prudent budget.

Since 1996, we will have updated
our language arts, math, science,
social studies technology, fine arts
and foreign language courses at al-
most all grade levels. As the world
changes, we may need to reconsider
the electives we offer and the content
of our core courses so that our stu-
dents leave high school with the abil-
ity to compete in the world of the

future.
Our current policy of limiting

classes in grades K-5 to 25 students
and 30 students for grades 6-12 is
supported by years of research and
experience as educationally sound.
Some school districts are reducing
the number of teachers to cut costs. If
we reduce the number of teachers,
the result will be unacceptably large
class and a lower quality of educa-
tion.

Westfield provides intensive train-
ing for new teachers and opportuni-
ties for experienced teachers to con-
tinue to expand and upgrade their
skills and knowledge. Our emphasis
on training in differentiated instruc-
tion is a way to help teachers to
understand and use different teach-
ing strategies to meet the differing
needs of our students.

The school budget for next year
reflects these priorities. It will con-
tinue to provide the high quality
education that we want for our chil-
dren within the constraints of a diffi-
cult budget. The most important rea-
son that our students do so well is
because education has been impor-
tant to and supported by the Westfield
community. I ask for the community
to continue to support the education
of our children by approving the
school budget.

IN UNION COUNTY, IT’S:

FOR CELLULAR PHONES, BEEPERS & PAGERS
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With a new one- or two- year agreement on select
digital calling plans of $35 monthly access and

above for as long as you remain with the group of
calling plans selected at activation.

$35 Monthly Access

300 Peak Minutes

 We never stop working for you.

OWNER OPERATED  •  SERVING UNION COUNTY

15 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ
908 . 654 . 6440 FAX: 908 . 654 . 6441

����

Long Distance - Nationwide

Monthly Home Airtime Allowance

Roaming

New treatments 
are helping millions of

Americans get the
restorative sleep 

their bodies crave.

Do you snore? Suffer from insomnia,
restless legs, or just feel tired?
Whatever the problem, The Center for
Sleep Medicine at Overlook Hospital
can treat it effectively. Our physicians
specializing in sleep medicine are
directed by our board-certified Medical
Director. They’re supported by a team
of pulmonologists; ear, nose and throat

physicians; and a well-trained
technical staff. Together we offer
comprehensive testing and evaluation
on an outpatient basis in a
comfortable, homelike setting. If you
or a loved one suffers from any of the
conditions listed above, rest easy. Talk
to your doctor or call The Center for
Sleep Medicine today.

The Center for Sleep Medicine can help you rest easier.

99 Beauvoir Avenue • 8th Floor • Summit, NJ 07902 • Tel 908-522-2650 • Fax 908-522-2762
www.AtlanticHealth.org

A Member of the Network
®

ATLANTIC HEALTH SYSTEM
at Summit

The Center for
Sleep Medicine
Overlook Hospital

You can determine
your chances of
being audited by
the IRS.

See “Tax Planning” on our Internet home
page.  It is totally free and it’s nontaxable!

www.neilschembrecpa.com
Neil F. Schembre, CPA

“For All Your Personal & Business
Tax Preparation Needs!”

266 North Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

(908) 322-6066 • FAX (908) 322-2994
e-mail: SchemCPA@aol.com

“JUST BRING YOUR POLE”…Last May crowds gathered at Mindowaskin
Park in Westfield for the annual Fishing Derby, sponsored by the Westfield
Policemen’s Benevolent Association, Local No. 90. This years Derby will be held
on Sunday May 5. Children 14 and under can register at the Westfield Police
Department.

Westfield now has a Li-
censed Professional Counselor
and Certified Alcohol and Drug
Counselor in town.

Rich DeMott, MA, LPC,
CADC is a private psychothera-
pist who has worked in the fields
of special education, mental
health and alcohol / drug treat-
ment for the last twenty years.
He has participated  on televi-
sion panels with high profile
celebrities and athletes discuss-
ing treatment and recovery. Mr.
DeMott has also written a book
nearing publication for the gen-
eral population with themes that
touch upon sobriety, co-depen-
dency and spirituality.

He has started a second

manuscript geared for treat-
ment professionals entitled,
“Contemporary Recovery
Themes For Chemical De-
pendency Groups”. Mr.
DeMott was also recently in-
terviewed by the Sunday Star-
Ledger for his expert opinions
on how all members of a fam-
ily affected by alcoholism can
make progress and recover.

DeMott works with adults,
adolescents and their families
during individual, group and
couples sessions. Due to the cur-
rent, hostile managed care envi-
ronment--he only works with
out of network insurance ben-
efits and self-pay (including slid-
ing scale where appropriate).

Rich DeMott Becomes Alcohol And
Drug Counselor in Westfield

A Paid Bulletin Board Service

Nature Center Seeks Help
To Plant Wildflower Seeds

FANWOOD — Assistance is
needed to help plant wildflower seed
in the PSE&G Co. overhead power
line property, adjacent to the
Fanwood Nature Center on Satur-
day, April 20, at 10 a.m. The work
should take about two hours. If there
is a steady rain on that day, the
planting will be rescheduled for Sun-
day, April 21, at 1:30 p.m.

To get to the site go one block
south on Terrill Road from LaGrande
Avenue. Turn left onto Cray Terrace
and go to the overhead power lines.
Park in the street and walk up the
gravel drive. Please bring metal “T”-
shaped rakes and dress appropriately.
Expect muddy ground.

Last fall the area was sprayed with

an herbicide to kill the weeds. Ap-
proximately one ton of lime and a
half-ton of fertilizer were spread on
the site thanks to Vincent DiGiacomo
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education. This was arranged
through shared services. The area was
tilled by Chet Lindsey. Blooming can
be expected in June. Different flowers
will appear into the fall. Please re-
member that the flowers belong to all
of us and should not be picked.

Even if you can’t help with the
planting, please stop by and say hello.

Any group that would like to help
place wood chips on the trails (on
any dates) can call Dean Talcott at
(908) 322-6577 and make arrange-
ments.

MEETING SOUTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR…Dr. Sung Chul Yang, South
Korean Ambassador to the United States, was the keynote speaker at the
international symposium hosted by the Gateway Institute for Regional Devel-
opment at Kean University. The symposium emphasized economic ties between
the two nations and the diversity of each country. Pictured, left to right, are: Dr.
and Mrs. Walter E. Boright of Westfield, Korean Ambassador to the United
States, Dr. Sung Chul Yang; Professor of Economics and Finance, Dr Youn-Suk
Kim of Kean University and former Scotch Plains Mayor, Mauro Checchio.

More Letters to the Editor

Westfield Residents Applaud BOE Budget,
Believe Taxpayers Funds Are Spent Wisely

We applaud the Board of Education
for making the difficult decisions about
the school budget for next year. Al-
though we are very upset that eighth
grade sports are not included in the bud-
get, we recognize that the community
will need to make sacrifices both in
terms of higher taxes and in terms of a
few less summer and extra-curricular
options for our students. But, on the
whole, we believe that the board cut
judiciously and is spending taxpayer
funds wisely.

Although the tax increase seems high,
we understand that the actual increase in
the budget is only 5.7 percent. This
seems fairly reasonable to us when we
consider that the school enrollment con-

tinues to increase each year. We also
understand that the fact that the state is
funding less of the school budget next
year means that we, the local taxpayers,
must fund more of the budget. The alter-
native is to have cuts that go far deeper
into the core educational program than
eighth grade sports.

We are willing to pay an additional
$41 a month, as is required under the
proposed school budget, to continue the
kind of educational system that attracted
us to Westfield in the first place. We
urge others to consider how important
education is and to support the school
budget on April 16.

David and Debra Judd
Westfield

Victoria’s Secret Should Be Sensored
Says Former Westfield Resident

I graduated from WHS in 1960 but
have not been a full time resident since
then. However, I do come back for all
my class reunions and have very fond
and loyal feelings about the quality of
my growing up years and my education.

My mother brought her subscription
to The Westfield Leader with her when
she came to live with my family and me.
So, I read it. Since her death on Septem-
ber 12 I have continued to get the paper.

I receive my copy of the paper about
one week after it comes out. I read with
great interest the letters about Victoria’s
Secret and how it presents its products in
the windows. I debated about writing
this letter until reading the letter by the
man (negative comments deleted) from
Garwood.

When I read the original letter by the
woman expressing her concerns about

the display of lingerie in the store win-
dow, I was so delighted she expressed
her concerns. I find the Victoria’s Secret
TV advertisements lewd and feel the
same about their store windows.

I live in a large city and have little
opportunity to effect change in stores
run by large corporations. The only thing
I do is not shop at the store and try to
avoid watching the TV commercials.
One of the great advantages of living in
a town like Westfield is that citizens
have the opportunity to control the kind
of stores that come to town and how they
present their wares to the Westfield shop-
ping public. I hope concern for what
children are exposed to will continue.

Carla Schissel
RN PhD.

Atlanta, GA



Page 6  Thursday, April 4, 2002 ���������	�
������� and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

White House Floral Designer
To Speak to Garden Clubs

WESTFIELD — Dan Firth, a
Pennsylvania floral designer who has
been on the White House Christmas
design team, will speak at the annual
joint meeting of Westfield’s two gar-
den clubs on Wednesday, April 10.

Members of the Rake and Hoe and
the Garden Club of Westfield, and
their guests, will meet at the Westfield
Y at 1 p.m. The Y is located at 220
Clark Street.

Active in the floral industry for
over 25 years, Mr. Firth has taught
floral design and judged national com-
petitions throughout the United States,
Canada, Mexico and South America.

He also worked on President Bush’s
inaugural, the Rotary International
float for the Tournament of Roses
Parade, the rededication of the Statue
of Liberty, and the Philadelphia
Flower Show.

Known for incorporating landscape
design with floral arrangements, he
will begin the program with a group of
slides that demonstrate this concept.

Hostess chairwomen for the meet-
ing will be Lecia DeHaven and Jennie
Williams, assisted by Jean Sawtelle,
Pat Volini, Peggy Norwine, Anne
Morgan, Joan Murray, Barbara
Sandford and Maretta Plant.

Members of the Garden Club of
Westfield who will provide flower
arrangements at the Westfield Me-

morial Library in April are Nancy
Roff, Jean Partner-Jones, Rita
Mahoney, Connie Muirhead and
Joanne Sullebarger.

Nicholas Anthony
Welcomed By

Walsweer Family
Regina and Jonathan Walsweer of

Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, Nicholas Anthony
Walsweer, on Saturday, March 9, at
1:30 a.m. at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Nicholas weighed 8 pounds and
15 ounces and measured 21½ inches
in length at birth.

He joins his brother, William, age
21 months.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Mr. and Mrs. Simone Muscarnera
of Westfield.

His paternal grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. Ernie Daman of
Mountainside and Mrs. Jane
Walsweer of Westfield.

Miss Meilyn Ruiz
To Marry Bert Ivey

Miss Meilyn Ruiz and Bert Ivey
Miss Melanie Ann King

Weds Brian Charles Kolacy

MR. AND MRS. BRIAN CHARLES KOLACY
(She is the former Miss Melanie Ann King)

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Ruiz of
Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Meilyn Ruiz, also of Scotch Plains,
to Bert Ivey of Cincinnati, Ohio. He
is the son of Drs. Tom and Marianne
Ivey of Cincinnati.

A 1999 graduate of Villanova Uni-
versity in Villanova, Pa., the bride-
elect is currently enrolled in the Phy-
sician Assistant Program at MCP
Hahnemann University in Philadel-
phia.

Her fiancé graduated from the
University of Pennsylvania in 1999
and is currently enrolled in the

Vanderbilt University School of
Medicine in Nashville, Tenn.

The couple plans to be married in
May.

Miss Melanie Ann King of
Middletown, N.Y., the daughter of
Mrs. Patricia Mosher and Mr. Dana
King, also of Middletown, was mar-
ried on Saturday, September 8, to
Brian Charles Kolacy of Middletown,
formerly of Westfield. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Jay Newell Foster of
Lincolnville, Me., also formerly of
Westfield.

The early evening ceremony took
place at the Inn at Central Valley in
Central Valley, N.Y., with Judge
Raymond Shoemaker officiating. The
reception was also held at the Inn at
Central Valley.

Escorted down the aisle by her
father, the bride wore a short sleeved
satin dress with a sweetheart neck-
line. The lace covered bodice was
trimmed with seed pearls and crys-
tals. Her cathedral length train was
decorated with lace cutwork and the
hem of the dress and train was edged
with a border of scalloped lace.

The bride’s elbow length veil of
silk illusion was held in place by a
coronet of seed pearls and crystals
that she made herself. She carried a
semi-cascade bouquet featuring star-
gazer lilies, coral and pink roses,
delphiniums, lavender heather and
English ivy.

Ms. Joselle Germano of Dover,
N.H., was the maid of honor. The
bridal attendants included Mrs.
Brenda Fediuk of Rochester, N.Y.,
the stepsister of the bride, and Mrs.
Catherine Becker of Richmond, Va.,
the sister of the bridegroom.

They each wore a sleeveless, floor-

length dress of seafoam green satin
with a matching stole and carried
bouquets similar to the one carried
by the bride.

Jay Newell Foster, the stepfather
of the bridegroom, was the best man.
Serving as ushers were Andrew King
of Middletown, N.Y., the brother of
the bride; Stephen Becker of Rich-
mond, Va., the brother-in-law of the
bridegroom, and Rob Leventhal of
New Rochelle, N.Y.

A 1991 graduate of Middletown
High School, the bride received a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Biol-
ogy from Eckerd College in St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla., and received her Doc-
tor of Veterinary Medicine Degree
from Cornell University in Ithaca,
N.Y., in May of 2001. She currently
practices at the Ani-Mall Pet Hospi-
tal in Middletown.

The bridegroom is a 1989 gradu-
ate of the Vail-Deane School in
Mountainside. He also attended
Eckerd College, where he received
his degree in Fine Arts. He is cur-
rently working as a network consult-
ant.

The rehearsal dinner, hosted by
the parents of the bridegroom, was
held at the Silent Farm Inn in Goshen,
N.Y.

Following a wedding trip to Disney
World in Orlando, Fla., the couple
resides in Middletown.

African Violet Group
To Meet on April 6

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will meet at 1 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 6, at the Scotch Plains
Public Library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The program, entitled “Once Upon
a Time,” will include a slide show.
All are welcome to attend.

Applications Being Accepted
For Master Gardener Classes
WESTFIELD – The Master Gar-

dener Training Program is now ac-
cepting applications for the Class of
2002-2003.

Classes will be held on Tuesdays
from 10 a.m. until noon, beginning
September 24 and running through
May of next year.

Each week’s program will feature
a Rutgers Cooperative Extension fac-
ulty or staff member teaching a topic
from their area of expertise.

Among the topics are “Flower
Gardening,” “Vegetable Gardening,”
“Fruit Growing,” “Insects and Dis-
eases,” “Plant Pathology,” “Basic
Botany,” “Integrated Pest Manage-
ment,” “Mosquito Control” and
“Wildlife.”

New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection Pesticide Re-

certification credits may be offered
for some lectures.

Once an individual becomes a
Trained Master Gardener Volunteer,
he or she may join one of various
committees that provide educational
services to Union County residents;
volunteer at garden shows and fairs, or
become a speaker on a particular topic.

Classes will be held in Rutgers
Cooperative Extension’s first floor
auditorium, located at 300 North
Avenue, East, in Westfield. Once
accepted into the program, partici-
pants will be charged a fee for the
cost of materials.

For more information or to obtain
an application for this program, please
call the Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion of Union County’s Agriculture
Department at (908) 654-9854.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

   Acupuncture and Health Clinic
          Physician in Chinese Medicine   16 Years Experience
           Licensed Acupuncurist by NJ & NY Medical Board
          Faculty of Pacific College of Oriental Medicine, NY

All Pains Allergy & Asthma
Fibromyalgia Thyroid disorders
Arthritis Menopausal syndrome
Migraine Infertility
Fatigue Cardiovascular
Insomnia Gastrointestinal
Anxiety Dermatologic
Depression and more

Permanent Allergy Elimination
Needle or Needle Free                                              An Ying
505 E. Broad St. Westfield                     (908) 654-7304

www.LandscaperDirectory.TV
www.TheMasterGardenerShow.com

www.FindALandscaper.TV

Gardening

Information
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com
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Wesley Allen Beds
on Display
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Two Local Geographic Bee
Finalists to Test Their Skills
AREA – Westfield resident Daniel

C. Shorrock and Berkeley Heights stu-
dent Andrew M. Mathis will put their
knowledge of geography to the test
tomorrow, Friday, April 5, at the state-
level competitions of the 2002 Na-
tional Geographic Bee.

The contest, which is slated to be
held at the Busch Campus Center of
Rutgers State University in Piscataway,
will start with a preliminary round at
9:30 a.m. and the final round will be
held at 11:30 a.m.

Daniel is a seventh grader at Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield. An-
drew is an eighth grader at Columbia
Middle School in Berkeley Heights.

The winner in each state will ad-
vance to the national finals in Wash-

ington on Tuesday and Wednesday,
May 21 and 22, to vie for the National
Geographic Bee crown.

The first prize is a $25,000 college
scholarship and a lifetime subscrip-
tion to National Geographic maga-
zine. The second and third place
prizes are $15,000 and $10,000, re-
spectively.

Friday’s state Bee is the second level
of the National Geographic Bee, which
began last December with contests in
nearly 18,000 U.S. schools. Each state
winner will receive $100 and other
prizes, along with an all-expenses-
paid trip to Washington, D.C. with a
teacher escort for the May finals, which
will be hosted by Alex Trebek of ABC’s
“Jeopardy!” quiz show.

Farinelli to be Shown
At Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – The next offering

at the Westfield Memorial Library’s
Spring International Film Festival
will be 1995’s Farinelli, in French
and Italian with subtitles. It is suit-
able for adult audiences.

Library cardholders may attend
this free showing of the film on
Wednesday, April 17, at 1 or 7 p.m.
Tickets are available at the library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.

The movie tells the story of Carlos
Broschi, known as Farinelli, who
was one of the most celebrated opera
singers of mid-18th century Europe.

International films are offered as adult
programs at the Westfield Memorial
Library. Each month, a film from the
Festival series is shown, with both an
afternoon and evening viewing.

The final film of the International
Spring Festival is Genesis, in
Bambara and French, that will be
shown on Wednesday, May 22. Tick-
ets will be available two weeks prior
to the event. For further information,
please call (908) 789-4090.

Retirement Sale
After 23 years in business in

Westfield & Scotch Plains, Karen & Bob
are retiring...

EVERYTHING ON SALE
25% TO 50% OFF (Except Antiques)

• Curtains • Valances • Swags • Panels
• Heritage Lace Curtains • Accessories
• Curtain Rods • Brackets • Buttons
• Threads • Notions • Pillows • Lamps
• Runners •Doilys •Placements • Store Displays
• Bookcases • Folkurt Birdhouses • Gift Items

* Antiques: Lg. 4 door Walnut Cupboard,
Pine Stepback Cupboard, Oak Larkin Desk
Old English Work Table, Fireplace Mantle,
Steamer Trunk, Lg. split-oak Baskets

Village Curtains
509 Central Avenue, Westfield

908-789-2555
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Trunk Show
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Kathlin Argiro

Thursday, April 4th
thru Sunday, April 7th

Specializing in all
special occasion dressing.

107 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-0763
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St. Bart’s Students Create
Library History Project

Service to Pay Tribute
To 12-Step Programs
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield will
hold a special worship service on
Sunday, April 7, at 10 a.m., to pay
tribute to anonymous Twelve-Step
recovery programs. Visitors are en-
couraged to attend.

In an effort to endorse, celebrate
and educate the public about these
self-help groups, the church’s pro-
fessional staff will incorporate ele-
ments of groups such as Alcoholics
Anonymous, Al-Anon and Adult
Children of Alcoholics into the
church’s traditional worship format.

Organized by the Reverend Pamela
Gilchrist, Associate Minister, the
service will invoke prayers com-
monly used by these programs, in-
cluding the “Serenity Prayer” and
the “Lord’s Prayer.”

The scripture reading will link each
of the Twelve Steps (the suggested
guidelines for the Twelve-Step Pro-
grams) with a compatible biblical
reference.

Dr. Barbara Thomson, Organist
and Music Director for the First Con-
gregational Church, has selected
musical pieces that are favored by
members of the anonymous fellow-
ship groups, including the hymns
“Amazing Grace” and “Morning Has
Broken.”

In the tradition of such self-help
groups, the service will conclude
with a speaker from the Westfield
area who will share her experiences.

A reception for church members
and visitors will follow the hour-
long worship service. The First Con-
gregational Church is located at 125
Elmer Street. For further informa-
tion regarding the Twelve-Step Ser-
vice, please call the church office at
(908) 233-2494.

First Baptist Offers
Group For Singles
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield has invited indi-
viduals over age 45 who are wid-
owed, divorced or never married to
come to the church each Sunday for
coffee, cake and conversation.

Meetings will take place on April
7, 14, 21 and 28, from 9 to 10:15
a.m., in the lower level meeting room.
A $2 donation is requested.

Participants will discuss single is-
sues, how to cope and learn from
each other. According to the church,
it is not group therapy, but rather an
opportunity to build friendships and
share experiences.

Other activities include winter
movie nights, summer picnics, holi-
day get-togethers and more.

The church is located at 170 Elm
Street. All are welcome. For more
information, please call (908) 889-
5265 or (908) 889-4751.

FANWOOD — As part of their
class community project, four stu-
dents from Margaret Klastava’s third-
grade class at St. Bartholomew’s
Interparochial School in Scotch
Plains researched the 100-year his-
tory of the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary.

The students, including Billy
Piliego, Justin Messercola, Stephan
Cardio and Ryan Haggerty, visited
the library, toured its two former

locations and reviewed several his-
torical documents and other primary
source material provided by Library
Director Dan Weiss and his staff.

The students also visited and inter-
viewed several long-time Fanwood
residents who are members of the
local Historic Preservation Commis-
sion and were able to identify all the
library’s prior locations since its of-
ficial incorporation in 1903.

The results of their project are now
on display at the library and include
a wooden replica of the current build-
ing; a photograph of Carrie Bettman,
Fanwood’s first librarian; circulation
records dating back to 1904 and an
informational poster-board created
by the students.

The Fanwood Memorial Library,
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road, is exploring how best to cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary this year
and has invited area residents to sub-
mit ideas. Interested individuals may
call (908) 322-6400, send an email
to fanwdlib@lmxac.org, or visit the
library.

Newcomers Club Reveals
Calendar of April Events

Miller-Cory to Present
Scherenschnitte Sunday

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, April
7, Evelyn Kennelly of Westfield will
demonstrate her paper-cutting art-
istry, called “Scherenschnitte,” be-
tween 2 and 5 p.m. at the Miller-
Cory House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Originally developed centuries ago
by the Chinese, the art of
Scherenschnitte came to America
during the 17th century with the
Germans who settled in Pennsylva-
nia. Early Americans cut out lacy
designs and flowers to decorate house
blessings and marriage and birth cer-
tificates.

Janet Murphy of Kenilworth and
Sherry Lange of Cranford will prepare
seasonal foods over the open hearth,
using authentic Colonial recipes and
cooking techniques. Taste treats will
be available for visitors to sample.

Volunteers dressed in 18th-cen-
tury costumes will guide visitors
through the historic farmhouse and
answer questions about life in early
New Jersey. The last tour will begin
at 4 p.m. Various Colonial gifts and
educational items are available in
the gift shop.

Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six. On Sunday,
April 14, Eileen O’Shea will demon-
strate the art of straw hat weaving.

For information about the museum,
its schedule of spring events or vol-
unteer opportunities, please call the
museum office at (908) 232-1776.WESTFIELD – The Newcomers

Club of Westfield has posted its up-
coming events for this month.

A Movie and Lunch outing for
Newcomers fathers and their chil-
dren will take place on Saturday,
April 6, at 11 a.m. at the Rialto
Theatre in Westfield. The featured
movie will be Ice Age.

Participants will meet at 10:50 a.m.
inside the lobby of the theater on
East Broad Street, by the video ma-
chines. The group will have lunch
after the movie at The Windmill,
located next door to the theater.

Play time sessions will be held on
Thursdays, April 11 and 25, at 10:30
a.m. at Mindowaskin Park. The
Children’s Committee also offers
age-based play groups.

A free trial class for children aged
18 months to three years old will be
offered on Friday, April 19, from
12:15 to 1 p.m. at The Little Gym,
located at 6-20 South Avenue in
Cranford (next to Blockbuster Video).

Youngsters will have an opportu-
nity to participate in fun gymnastics,
movement and singing. Space is lim-
ited, so reservations are necessary.

The Ladies Dinner Out is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 9, at 7:30
p.m. at Jeffrey’s of Westfield, lo-
cated at 114 Central Avenue.

An “after-dinner” event for mem-
bers and spouses will be held on

Friday, April 26, at 8 p.m. at a
member’s home. Each guest is asked
to bring a dessert and after-dinner
drink for sharing, as well as a favor-
ite party game if they have one.

The Newcomers Club is a social
organization for women over the age
of 21 who are new to Westfield or the
surrounding communities, or estab-
lished residents who have experi-
enced a change in lifestyle, such as
the birth or adoption of a baby, a
marriage, a job change or a move
within the town.

The club offers day and evening,
weekday and weekend social activi-
ties for women, couples and chil-
dren. For more information about
the Newcomers Club or any of the
April events, please call Carrie Votta
at (908) 389-9248 or Renee Cox at
(908) 233-5605.

‘FRIENDS IN HARMONY’…Members of this area barbershop quartet will
perform for the Woman’s Club of Westfield on Monday, April 8, at its general
meeting at the First Congregational Church, located at 125 Elmer Street in
Westfield. The meeting will begin at 12:30 p.m. Pictured, left to right, are: Jim
O’Leary, tenor; Bill Ahern, lead singer; Bob Garrone, baritone, and Dick
Bodmer, bass.

Area Barbershop Quartet
To Sing for Woman’s Club

WESTFIELD – The “Friends in
Harmony,” a barbershop quartet com-
prised of four area men, will perform
at the general meeting of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield on Monday, April
8, at 12:30 p.m.

The meeting will take place at the
First Congregational Church, located
at 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.
Guests are welcome to attend the
performance.

The quartet includes Dick Bodmer
of Westfield, bass; Jim O’Leary of
Plainfield, tenor; Bill Ahern of
Metuchen, lead singer, and Bob

Garrone of Colonia, baritone.
All are members of the Rahway

Valley Jerseyaires Barbershop
Chorus.

Hostesses for the tea following the
program will be led by Dorothy
Hulsart and the club’s Literature
Department. For more information,
please call (908) 654-3946.

We Are Invited to the Banquet,
But Must Accept the Invitation

By DR. WILLIAM ROSS FORBES

“Life is a banquet, and there are so
many suckers who are starving to
death!” So goes a line from the mu-
sical Auntie Mame.

But it’s true, isn’t it? Most of us
can agree that we are living in the
midst of what could be a vibrant,
glorious banquet, yet so many feel as
if they were starving in various ways.

What holds us back? Who holds us
back? Who tells us not to go for-
ward? Who is responsible for not
attending the banquet? It is I. I am
responsible for me, for entering in or
not entering in. We have a choice to
live life or only to take its picture.

In that sense, I believe that reli-
gious belief is a bridge to meaning
and understanding in life. Most of
the world’s great religions suggest
that religious belief is a process or a
pathway to truth.

As I contemplate the world’s di-
lemmas or even the stresses and
strains we experience within our own
community, I believe that participa-
tion within a faith community can
enhance and increase the possibility
that bridges of understanding can be
built between people who hold dif-
ferent world views.

But all this begins when we at-
tempt to know the basic tenets of our
own faith traditions and then sharpen
our ability to listen to the ideas and
views of those who differ from us.

Not so long ago, a good friend who
was a pastor in a community where I
once lived, died after a long struggle
with cancer. At his memorial ser-
vice, he asked to have a letter read to
those who gathered for the service.
One thing he said in his remarks was,
“Forgive everything.”

Now, he might have been asking his
family to forgive any wrongs he might
have done, but he was a very devout,
gentle and compassionate man, who
had no obvious need to ask for forgive-
ness. “Forgive everything,” suggested
that he had understood an essential
component of the Christian faith.

Listen to Archbishop Desmond
Tutu: “Forgiveness is taking seriously
the awfulness of what has happened
when you are treated unfairly. For-
giveness is not pretending that things
are other than the way they are.”

A psychiatrist said, “Forgiveness
does not equal forgetting. It is about
healing the memory of the harm, not
erasing it.”

At almost every intersection in our
lives today, there are potential places
for misunderstandings and opposing
views on a multitude of issues.

The world in which we live
changed significantly on September
11, 2001. More than ever, we need to
attempt to walk in the shoes of oth-
ers. We need to think globally as
perhaps never before. At the same
time, we need to get to know our
neighbors and get beyond ourselves
and our own interests.

One of the basic lessons children
learn in their earliest experiences of
learning is to cooperate and to get
along with others. That lesson, taught
in all of our pre-schools, seems to be
a difficult lesson to apply consis-
tently throughout our lives.
Listen…Learn…Forgive…Think
beyond oneself…

Dr. William Ross Forbes is the
Senior Pastor of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, where he has
served for 13 years.

Communion Breakfast
To Feature Author

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield
will hold its Annual Communion
Breakfast on Sunday, April 21, at the
Gran Centurions, located at 440
Madison Hill Road in Clark.

The breakfast will follow the 9
a.m. Mass at Holy Trinity Church.

Lorna Kelly will be the guest
speaker. She is the author of “The
Camel Knows the Way,” in which
she chronicles her experiences vol-
unteering with Mother Theresa in
the slums of Calcutta.

Ms. Kelly will be available for
personalization of book purchases
after the breakfast.

Tickets will be on sale after all
Masses on Sundays, April 7 and 14.
Tickets may also be purchased at the
church Rectory, located at 315 First
Street in Westfield.

Tickets are $15 for adults, $12 for
senior citizens and $6 for children.
All are welcome. For further infor-
mation, please call the Rectory at
(908) 232-8137.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on April 8
WESTFIELD – The regular meet-

ing of the Senior Social Club of the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield will be held on Monday,
April 8, at 1:30 p.m., in the gymna-
sium/auditorium of the Interparochial
School. The entrance is on First
Street.

Marilyn Vidovich, President of the
Center For Women and Families in
Scotch Plains, will be the guest
speaker. A Licensed Clinical Social
Worker, she will discuss “Making
the Most of Your Retirement Years.”

On Thursday, May 23, the club
will attend a performance at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center in
Newark. Attendees will have lunch
at B.G. Fields Restaurant in Westfield
prior to the performance and then
return to the restaurant afterward.

Area Siblings to Perform
At First Congregational

WESTFIELD – Henry and Jean
Namkung will present a program of
violin and piano music on Saturday,
April 6, at 5 p.m. at the First Congre-
gational Church, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield. The public is
invited to attend this free program.

Henry, a ninth grader at Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights, and Jean, an eighth grader
at Columbia Middle School in Ber-
keley Heights, will perform music
for both instruments.

The children of Dr. K.A. and
Jinsook Namkung of Berkeley
Heights, they are members of the

New Jersey Youth Orchestra.
They will be accompanied on the

violin concertos of Bach, Lalo and
Bruch, and the piano concertos of
Mozart and Grieg, by the violin solo
concerto orchestra, led by their vio-
lin teacher, Stephen Wolosonovich.
The youngsters also study piano with
Sondra Tammam of Westfield.

There will be piano solos by
Mussorsky, Palmgreen, Chopin and
Beethoven. Henry and Jean will also
perform the soon-to-be-published
“Rustic Dances,” by Walter
Legawiec, which were commissioned
by Mr. Wolosonovich.

Internet Workshops
To Be Presented

At Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – As part of its Na-

tional Library Week celebration, the
Westfield Memorial Library will of-
fer informal, half-hour workshops
on Internet skills throughout the day
on Tuesday, April 16.

Topics will include shopping,
games, food, booklists, chat rooms
and travel. Staff specialists will give
presentations on the hour between
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Registration is not
required, but sessions will be limited
to 20 people.

Adults and students in grades 9 and
up are invited to participate. The li-
brary is located at 550 East Broad
Street. For further information, please
visit the library or call (908) 789-4090.

Girl Scouts to Present
Children’s Games
From Colonial Era
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jennifer

Bauer and Guenevere Zucker, both
eighth-grade Girl Scouts of Troop
No. 751, will conduct a presentation
of Colonial children’s games on Sun-
day, April 7, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Osborn Cannonball House Museum
in Scotch Plains.

Visitors will have an opportunity
to play the games, as well as learn the
historical background of each game.
Both scouts will be dressed in period
costumes. Traditional refreshments
will be served.

Jennifer and Guenevere have been
serving as junior docents at the Cannon-
ball House for more than a year. The
Colonial Games program is the con-
cluding event in their work towards
their Silver Award project, the highest
award a Cadet Girl Scout can earn.

The Cannonball House is located
at 1840 Front Street. There is no
admission charge.

St. John’s Baptist
Plans to Welcome

Auxiliary President
SCOTCH PLAINS –St. John’s

Baptist Church will host guest
speaker Dr. Rosa Burrell Cooper,
President of the Women’s Auxiliary
to the National Baptist Convention,
U.S.A., Inc., on Sunday, April 7, at
11 a.m. The church is located at 2387
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Pastor Kelmo Porter will be the
guest speaker at 4 p.m. at the North
Stelton African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Piscataway, where the
Reverend Kenneth Saunders is the
Pastor.

Pastor Porter will be accompanied
by the St. John’s Mass Choir, officers
and congregation members. The pub-
lic is invited to attend.

908-317-3030
240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 / www.sunriseassistedliving.com

At Sunrise Assisted Living, our approach to
senior care is different—and better. It’s an

unmatched living environment beautiful beyond
compare. It’s residents chatting with friends in the
Bistro with Sinatra playing on the jukebox. It’s join-
ing a group outing or curling up with a favorite novel
in front of a crackling fire. More importantly, it’s a
caring place where help is at hand if ever needed.

Here, residents enjoy supportive health care for all
the challenges of advanced age—and the promise
of new friendships, too. It’s a positive alternative to
an institutional setting.

Call for more information or schedule
a visit.

Ask about our innovative Reminiscence
Program for those with memory impairment.

All Assisted Living Is Not Created Equal

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

Old Guard Announces
Itinerary For April 11
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area Old Guard, a social club of
retired and semi-retired men, will
hold its annual membership meeting
on Thursday April 11, at the Westfield
Y, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

The chairmen of the Bowling,
Bridge, Golf, Shuffle Board and the
Merrymen singing group will be in
attendance for those interested in
these activities.

The group’s social hour will begin
at 8:30 a.m., with coffee and bagels,
and will be followed by a business
meeting at 10 a.m. A speaker from
Outreach Projects will give a presen-
tation at 11 a.m.

Visitors are welcome. For more
information, please call George Ryan
at (908) 232-8094 or Roy Bowman at
(908) 276-8299.

GOOD NEWS

He reveals profound mysteries beyond man’s understanding.
He knows all hidden things.

Daniel 2:22 THE GOSPEL
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DEBROSSY, SCHULTZ TO ADD OFFENSIVE PUNCH

Blue Devil Boy Laxers to Rely
On Speed of Offensive Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last season, the Westfield High
School boys’ lacrosse team expected
to be one of the major state contend-
ers, but with an array of injuries
hopes were cut short in the second
round of the state tournament. The
Blue Devils did, however, finish re-
spectively, with an 11-8 record.

Attackman Chris Dodge (Second
Team All-State), Evan Molloy (Hon-
orable Mention All-State) and Brad
Gillin (First Team All-State), and
defenseman Jim Mitchel (Second
Team All-State) along with goalkeeper
Dan Morrissey have graduated but
the Blue Devils should still be one of

the area’s toughest teams with plenty
of offensive team speed returning.
However, a lot of new faces are ex-
pected to support the defense.

“Presently, we have no real set
line. We have a lot of people compet-
ing for positions, which is good,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Gerry
Benaquista. “We lost a lot of people.
We lost our starting goalie (Kevin
Riley) who transferred to
Lawrenceville. So it’s really a re-
building year and there is going to be
a lot of youth involved.”

Senior attackers/midfielders An-
thony Tomasso, Quad-Captains Dave
Santoriello, Greg Elliott and Mike
Debrossy, and junior attackers/

midfielders Dan Kane and Billy
Schultz had plenty of varsity time
last year and will be on the prowl
again. Debrossy netted 38 goals last
year and Schultz flicked in 20 goals
and abetted with 20 assists.
Santoriello spent most of last year on
the disabled list.

“There are also a couple of other
seniors and some underclassmen who
will be fighting for the spots,”
Benaquista pointed out.

Up from the impressive junior var-
sity (JV) squad that finished unde-
feated at 16-0 are Gil Arbitsman,
Mark Schott, Tim Mansfield, An-
thony Yudd and Ben Masel who will

DISTANCE, MIDDLE DISTANCE WILL STILL DOMINATE

Blue Devil Track Ladies Feel
Quantity Will Yield Quality

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Numbers has not been an issue
when considering personnel for the
Westfield High School girls’ track
and field team. Last year, the Blue
Devils had a wealth of 74 girls on the
squad but this year, there is a whop-
ping, 109 girls – 33 freshmen.

Historically, Westfield has domi-
nated in the distance events and not
much should change there this sea-
son. Although superstar Alexis
Anzelone, who dominated the county
in the 1,600 and 3,200 meters, has
graduated along with Rachel
Ackerman and Kyle Legones, the
Blue Devils will still have plenty of
kick. Seniors Sara Mahran, Erin
McClellan and Jackie Cusimano,
juniors Kathleen Salmon, Michele
Madorma and Melissa Richey and
sophomores Carolyn Harbaugh and
Deeney Quinn are among a multi-
tude of distance runners.

Two freshmen, Emily MacNeil and
Anne Onishi have been outstanding
in the 800 meters and will really
contribute plenty of valuable points.
MacNeil dropped jaws in the Meet of
Champions at Princeton University
on February 3 when she finished fifth
with a time of 2:19.19 – an all-time
Westfield High School record.

“They are really going to contrib-
ute to the program, ” emphasized
Blue Devil Head Coach Nancy Car-
penter.

“We look really good and have
some added depth with Onishi and
MacNeil. They have already shown
what they can do,” added distance

coach Jennifer Buccino. “But we also
are returning a lot plus we had some
girls from cross country who stepped
up and should do very well also.”

Buccino feels the strongest runner
in the mile, “at the moment would be
Mahran. Salmon was down in the

5:30s last year. I think McClellan
and Cusimano should step up a little
bit this year too.”

As to the two miles, she said,
“McClelland, Cusimano and Mahran.
Mahran did very well at the end of

MALONEY, SIMONE NAMED BLUE DEVIL CO-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Netmen Are Equal
To or Better Than Opponents

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once again, the Westfield High
School boys’ tennis team will have a
schedule loaded with stiff competi-
tion. With a similar schedule, the
young Blue Devils finished with a
respectable 17-7 record last year and
tied with Scotch Plains-Fanwood for
the Watchung Conference title with
a 13-1 record.

This year, the Blue Devil netmen’s
season looks even more promising
with only one starter, Ryan Jones
(second singles), having graduated.
Last year, Jones, finished 13-8 and
placed third in the Union County
tournament (UCT).

Senior Co-Captain Griffin
Maloney will take to the court again

at first singles. Last year, he faced
many of the best first singles players
in the state and earned an impressive
19-7 record. Additionally, he gave
UCT champ Ryan Hefter of Summit
a run in the semifinals and eventually
wound up third.

Junior Dave Eisenberg, who
amassed a 20-4 record and grabbed
the UCT crown at third singles, will
fill the same slot this season. Jump-
ing into the second singles slot is
sophomore Rich Moran who has been
very impressive.

“We knew he was good,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach George Kapner of
Moran. “But the big thing this year is
everybody trained off season. Every-
body played through the summer
and everybody played through the

winter except Devin Power who is on
the swim team.”

Again, Summit appears to be the
Blue Devils’ stiffest competition for
the UC crown. “They graduated
Hefter but, pretty much, the rest of
the team is back. They are loaded
again,” said Kapner. “We feel that
we are a year older, a year more
experienced and without a doubt have
the ability to win the counties.”

More than just the county compe-
tition, the Blue Devils’ schedule lists
a host of additional top-notch teams
such as Livingston, Bridgewater,
Millburn and Columbia. Prior to the
opening day match with Livingston
on April 1, Kapner stated,
“Livingston is loaded but they gradu-

David B. Corbin (files) The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLORFUL BATTLE FOR THE BALL...The Blue Devils and the Hunterdon Central Red Devils (May, 2001) battle for
possession as sophomore Billy Schultz, No. 14, watches the ball head his way.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRACK ‘PAC’ TEAM CAPTAINS...To handle the 109 girls on the Westfield
girls’ track and field team, five captains were chosen. Pictured, left to right, are:
kneeling; Lauren Solon and Lynn Huang; standing, Kiera Evans, Christine
Pecoraro and Sarah Burke.
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Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks  & Vans

* Some restrictions apply.

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

C O M P A N Y

FERRARA, ‘KOS’ LEAD GIRLS; WILLIAMS LEADS BOYS

Raider Boys, Girls Predicted
To Be Powerful in Track

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Notoriously powerful on the track
and in the field, this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys’
and girls’ track and field teams will
come in with a strong desire to chal-
lenge for the Union County Relays
and the Watchung Conference title.
Last year, strong performances across
the board awarded the Raider boys
their fifth-straight Union County
Track and Field championship – sev-
enth in eight years – and they can be
expected to be near if not on the top
rung once again.

Raider girls’ Head Coach Jeff
Koegel, who works with all Raider
distance runners, did, however, indi-
cate graduates Mike Dixon who ran
the half-mile last year and Darrien
Aberdeen who specialized in the
hurdles, high jump and long jump,

will be difficult spots to fill. “Both
boys scored high in the conference,
county and sections for us. Both of
them competed in the ‘Meet of Cham-
pions’ last spring and indeed will be
huge losses for us,” said Koegel. On
the girls’ side the Raiders will com-
pete without the excellent perfor-
mances of speedsters Erin Kelly and
Ruth Rohrer.

Heading up the Raider boys this
season will be senior Ray Williams,
the All-America and defending cham-
pion at the ‘Meet of Champions’ in
the 400 meters. Williams set a state
indoor record in the 400 with a 47.45.
He ran 47.15 last spring and will be
chasing the state record of 46.02 set
in 1984 by U.S. Olympian Dennis
Mitchell. When asked about what
his goals for the season were, Will-
iams said,” End the season healthy
and leave a positive message on the

track. Our underclassmen need to
understand, that anything is possible,
and if you work at it, you’ll get it.
The key to success is hard work, so
it’s not just talking about it, I’ll be
leading by example.”

Describing the strength of the
team’s trackmen boys Head Coach
Rich McGriff pointed out, “Hope-
fully, we expect the same perfor-
mances out of Williams as last year.
He only had one loss, and that was at
the Nationals, where he came in sec-
ond place. Hopefully, he will be one
step better than last year. Obviously,
along with the 400, we are looking
for him to score in three other events.”

Along with Williams, major point
accumulations will come from a
strong group of senior runners led by
Union County cross country cham-
pion Bob Wallden, J.P. Revess and
Matt Richards. Junior Walter Biner
and sophomore Zack McGuire should
perform competently on the distance
team. Returning in the hurdles will
be talent rich, Giacomo Palumbo.
The Raiders additionally will get
plenty of field points from junior
Chris Feighner, whose specialty is
the shot put.

On the girls’ side, coach Koegel
anticipates he has a great nucleus of
young talent that should be very com-
petitive in the next several years.
“We have a couple of upperclassmen
in Jill Koscielecki – a major runner
in the 100m, 200m, 400m and 4x400
relays – and Jayme Ferraro – 4x400,
hurdles and long jump – who need to
become our leaders. I believe we
should have a pretty good year on
both sides, but it’s all about develop-
ing some of that young talent, mak-
ing sure we continue to help them
towards successful careers.”

“My best events are the 400H and
the 4x400,” said Co-Captain Ferraro.
“This year I hope to drop down my
time a lot.”

Very high on the potential of the
4x400 relay team, Ferrara com-
mented, “Our team is looking for-
ward to compete in ‘The Meet of
Champions’ and the Nationals, we
really believe we can accomplish
that. Freshmen Lauren Perrotta and
Jenna Ballestiere, who ran for us in
the winter and made First Team All
County in the mile relay, already
have had that exposure. They ran in
the Meet of Champs, so I think they
are going to do pretty well for us.”

In addition, count on senior Erin
Gillooly, junior Lauren Bianco and
junior Stephanie Heath to be very
solid in their events.

The Raider girls anticipate strong
competition from Westfield,
Cranford and Governor Livingston
and the boys expect stiff competition
from Elizabeth and Plainfield.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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benefitsnj.com
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RAIDER WRESTLING CAMP 2002

GRADES 3 - 8

Sponsored by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood P.A.L.

Camp Director: Dave Bello, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Head Wrestling Coach

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Gymnasium.

June 24-28 (9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.)

PROGRAM: Each day will consist of proper warm-up, instruc-
tion, drilling, games and live wrestling.  Wrestlers will be paired
by weight and ability level. 

FEE:  $95.00 per person (includes instruction, camp T-shirt,
wrestling syllabus, pizza party on Friday, camp champ awards,
insurance).
To register, and for information, contact Dave Bello 908-889-8600

Enroll early, space is limited.   e mail: dbello2d@aol.com  

The goal of the Raider Wrestling Camp is to provide young wrestlers
with a fun and exciting wrestling experience.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR A STRONG SEASON...The Raider girls look to have a strong
season. Pictured, left to right, are: Assistant Coach Lionel Hush, senior Jayme
Ferrara, Boys Head Coach Rich McGriff and Girls Head Coach Jeff Koegel.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO REPEAT AS UC CHAMPS...The Raider boys seek to win their
sixth-straight Union County crown. Pictured, left to right, are: Assistant Coach
Lionel Hush, senior Ray Williams, Boys Head Coach Rich McGriff and Girls
Head Coach Jeff Koegel.
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LEVINE, THOMPSON, SANDERS FILL SINGLES SLOTS

Young Raider Netmen Will Be
Competitive, Not Pushovers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Plenty of new faces will be occu-
pying the varsity slots for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys’
tennis team this season. The Raiders
graduated four starters from last
year’s squad and three backups. For
most teams, that could mean disaster
but not for this talent-rich team.

“We graduated a lot of key players
from last year – four starters! How-
ever, although my team is very, very
young this year, we should have a
strong season,” said Raider Head
Coach Dave Blackman.

The Raiders finished with a 19-6
record and defeated rival Westfield
for the first time in their existence to
tie for first in the Watchung Confer-
ence National Division last year. Ad-
ditionally, coach Blackman upped
his 15-year record to an outstanding
264-68.

Gone from last year’s starting
lineup are: seniors Gennady
Bekkelman (No. 1 singles), John
Corbin (No. 2 singles) and Dave
Jacober (No. 3 singles) and sopho-
more Joe Wilkinson (No. 2 doubles),
who moved to Virginia.

Senior Captain Terry Levine, a
four-year varsity man who played
doubles and some singles last year,

has jumped into the No. 1 singles
slot. He is a strong baseline player
with powerful ground, strokes.

Sophomore Mike Thompson, who
played No. 2 doubles and placed
third in the Union County Tourna-
ment, leaped to No. 2 singles.

According to Blackman, “he is an
excellent all-court player with a va-
riety of strokes that will keep his
opponent off-balance.”

Up to No. 3 singles from No. 1
doubles is junior Josh Sanders, a
three-year starter.

“He has excellent ground strokes
and should be one of the better No. 3
singles players in the county,”
claimed Blackman. “He is extremely
steady and consistent, an intense
competitor. Josh is going to surprise
a lot of opponents. He’s a ball ma-
chine on the court!”

To Blackman, “the big question is
how my singles players this year
handle the adjustment from playing
doubles last year to singles this year.”

Sophomore Adam Corbin and
freshman Jason Krueger have filled
the No. 1 doubles slot. Both play a
very aggressive and intimidating style
of tennis.

“A big plus is that they definitely
have a positive chemistry,” pointed
out Blackman. “A must for a good

doubles team!”
Alternating at No. 2 doubles will

be senior Jesse Rogowsky and jun-
iors Simon Poplyansky and Harry
Yang.

“They all play very solid, consis-
tent doubles with individual
strengths,” said Blackman. “Jesse is
exceptional at the net, Simon has
very good ground strokes and has a
“bulldog” mentality, and Harry is the
best serve and volleyer.”

Junior Dan Kurtter and freshman
Jeremy Sanders will also get some
action at the doubles spots. “Dan has
put himself into position to start on
the team and Jeremy (Josh’s brother)
is ready to jump in at a moment’s
notice,” said Blackman.

“Our line-up is tentatively estab-
lished and the team has been looking
good in practice,” said Blackman.
“Opposing teams are going to see
how many starters we graduated from
last year, but we will be a tough team
to beat this year.”

The Raiders opened at home
against Oratory Prep on April 2 and
will travel to face Cranford tomor-
row. On April 8, they will host pow-
erful Westfield.

Boys’ Swimming
All-County Team:

Local Only (Star-Ledger)
First Team:

Ryan Bartholomew (Westfield [W]) 50-
free

Zack Coppa (W) 200-free
Vin Shen (W) 100-butterfly
200-free relay (W)
400-free relay (W)
200-medley relay (Scotch Plains-

Fanwood [SPF])
Matt Sincaglia (Governor Livingston)

Diving
Second Team:

Josh Schoenfeld (W) 200-free
Bill Swenson (SPF) 500-free
Ryan Hauptman (SPF) 100-back
Steve Swenson (SPF) 100-breast
Eric Swenson (SPF)
200-medley relay (W)

Third Team:
David Hauptman (SPF) 100-free
Chris Heinen (W) 500-free
Sam Gurdus (W) 100-butterfly
John Chiesa (W) 200-IM
200-free relay (SPF)
400-free relay (SPF)

Girls’ Swimming
All-County Team:

Local Only (Star-Ledger)
First Team:

Sandy Zaeh (Governor Livingston [GL])
50-free

Suzanna Fowler (Westfield [W]) 100-
free

Kate Hansen (GL) 200-free
Jennifer Hand (Union Catholic [UC])

100-butterfly
Amanda Dickson (W) 100-breast
Jen Pflug (GL) 200-IM
200-free relay (W)
400-free relay (GL)
200-medley relay (W)

Second Team:
Kirsten Selert (W) 50-free
Beth Deresz (UC) 200-free
Tara Findley (GL) 500-free
Morgan Larkin (SPF) 100-butterfly
400-freestyle relay (W)
200-medley relay (GL)

Third Team:
Danielle Heffernan (W) 50 free
Karen Bocian (GL) 100-free
Neda Simaika (W) 200-free
Amanda Cameron (SPF) 500-free
Bridget Koza (UC) 100-back
Jacqueline Delafuente (W) 100-breast
200-free relay (SPF)
400-free relay (UC)

WESTFIELD HOCKEY MVP...Westfield Boosters President, Tom Cusimano,
left, presented senior Neil Ciemniecki with the Most Valuable Player (MVP)
award for ice hockey. Neil was chosen for this honor by his teammates.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-7565-01

INDYMAC MORTGAGE HOLDINGS,
INC., PLAINTIFF vs. GAIL COVINGTON,
DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 23, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 1ST DAY OF
MAY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the after-
noon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWENTY SEVEN THOUSAND EIGHT-
HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT & 36/100
($127,848.36).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 133 South Park
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

It is known and designated as Block 2 a/
k/a Ward 2, Lot 887.

The dimensions are 25.00 feet wide by
100.00 feet long.

Nearest cross street: Situate on the north-
easterly line of South Park Street, 375.00
feet from the southeasterly line of Second
Street.

Prior lien(s): The total amount due as of 9/
23/01 for unpaid taxes/water/sewer is in the
aggregate sum of $4,191.06. Subject to
unpaid taxes and municipal liens. Amount
due will be announced at the Sheriff’s Sale
or is available upon written request to
plaintiff’s attorneys.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED THIRTY NINE THOU-
SAND NINE-HUNDRED & 54/100
($139,900.54) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LLP
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-756502 - (WL)
4 T - 4/4, 4/11, 4/18
& 4/25/02 Fee: $212.16

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROCUREMENT DIVISION

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.,
in the NJDOT MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035
Parkway Avenue, until 10:00 A.M. on 4/25/02 and opened and read for:

UNDERGROUND STRUCTURES CONTRACT IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS
NORTH (2002) IN THE COUNTIES OF BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON,
HUNTERDON, MIDDLESEX, MORRIS, PASSAIC, SUSSEX, UNION, AND
WARREN

100% STATE
DP# 02410

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252 U.S.C.,
49 C.F.R.., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to submit
bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on the grounds
of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award, Bidders are required
to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127 NJAC 17:27. Drawings, specifications,
and bid documents may be inspected or obtained for a fee of $ 15.00 , for full size drawings,
at the NJDOT Plans Distribution Building #8 Thiokol P.O. Box 600 Trenton, New Jersey
08625 during business hours. Names and addresses of prospective bidders for this project
may be acquired by telephoning 609-530-8584 or 609-530-8585 during business hours.
Their fax number is 609-530-8347. Drawings, supplemental specifications, and boring logs
may also be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various
Design Field Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/4, 4/11 & 4/18/02, The Leader Fee: $157.59

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 10:00 AM
prevailing time on Monday, April 22, 2002
for the "2002 SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT
PROGRAM IN THE TOWN OF WEST-
FIELD, NEW JERSEY".

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Specifications and the terms proposed
in the Contract.

The major items under this contract in-
clude the following in estimated quantities:

150 lineal feet of granite block curb
26,500 square feet of concrete sidewalk
(4 inches thick)
3,000 square feet of concrete sidewalk (6
inches thick)
Reset 1,300 lineal feet of bluestone/slate
sidewalk
800 lineal feet of new bluestone sidewalk
100 square yards of bituminous concrete
sidewalk

The successful bidder shall start con-
struction ten (10) days after notice of award
of Contract is given, and shall complete all
work within ninety (90) calendar days after
notice to proceed.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the place
and before the hour above mentioned, and
must be accompanied by a certified check
or bid bond payable to the Town of Westfield
in an amount equal to at least ten percent
(10%) of the base amount of the bid, but not
less than $500.00 nor more than $20,000.00.
Each bid must also be accompanied by a
Surety Company Certificate stating that said
Surety company will provide the bidder with
the required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion
Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification
Statement, Statement of Ownership, on the
forms included in and explained in the con-
tract documents.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P.L. 1975 supple-
ment to the law against discrimination (Affir-
mative Action) and must pay workmen the
prevailing wage rates promulgated by the
New Jersey State Department of Labor and
Industry for this project, copies of which are
on file in the Office of the Town Engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($25.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West. Westfield, New Jersey, The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to reject
any bid, and to waive any informality in any
bid, if in the interest of the Town, it is
deemed advisable to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2002 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2002

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2002 2001
1. Surplus $2,600,000.00 $2,400,000.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 9,163,459.28 8,936,546.28
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 725,000.00 725,000.00
4. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 13,688,366.47 12,801,874.00

Total General Revenues $26,176,825.75 $24,863,420.28

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2002 BUDGET 2001 BUDGET
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages $13,472,704.25 $13,007,479.00

Other Expenses 9,135,795.50 8,564,977.28
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 1,168,700.00 1,307,582.00
3. Capital Improvements 145,000.00 45,000.00
4. Debt Service 504,626.00 288,382.00
5. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 1,750,000.00 1,650,000.00

Total General Appropriations $26,176,825.75 $24,863,420.28
Total Number of Employees 350 350

2002 DEDICATED SWIM POOL UTILITY BUDGET
SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED

2002 2001
1. Surplus $122,000.00
2. Swim Pool Memberships and Miscellaneous Revenues 560,000.00 526,832.00

          Total Revenues $560,000.00 $648,832.00

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2002 BUDGET 2001 BUDGET

1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages $275,114.00 $272,481.00
Other Expenses 230,300.00 295,350.00

2. Capital Improvements 4,586.00 60,000.00
3. Debt Service 29,000.00
4. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 21,000.00 21,000.00

          Total Appropriations $560,000.00 $648,831.00
Total Number of Employees 37 37

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield, County of Union on March 12th, 2002.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 16, 2002 at
8:00 o’clock (PM) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2002
may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Bernard A. Heeney, Town Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, 07090, (908) 232-8000, during the hours of 8:30
(A.M.) to 4:30 (P.M.).
1 T –  4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $154.53

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(M).  This contract
and the resolution authorizing it  is available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  400-2002
AWARDED TO: Princeton Insurance

Company, 746 Alexander Road, Princeton,
New Jersey.

SERVICES: Professional Liability policy
for Nieva P. Pons, M.D.

PERIOD: 4/1/02 - 4/1/03
COST: Not to exceed $6,927.79

AWARDED TO: Princeton Insurance
Company, 746 Alexander Road, Princeton,
New Jersey.

SERVICES: Professional Liability policy
for Raymond C. Velasco, M.D.

PERIOD: 4/1/02 - 4/1/03
COST: $6,772.28

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $27.54

ated a couple of guys. We feel as
though we are right there with them.
We always try to play the best teams
we can. We couldn’t put everybody
into our schedule but want to play
good teams that get to the states over
and over again.”

Although the Blue Devils did not
win the UCT and the sectionals last
year, Kapner felt that he has won
county and sectional tournaments in
the past with less talented teams but
the competition level was better.
“That’s the great thing about high
school sports. Some years you have
your best teams and don’t win and
other years you have good teams, not
great teams, but the opposition may
not be particularly talented,” he ex-
pressed.

Seniors, Co-Captain, Shaun
Simone and Ryan Miller will again

be at first doubles. Last year, the duo
finished 15-7 and placed third in the
UCT. Senior Devin Power and junior
Doug Shineman will fill the second
doubles slot. Last year, they finished
with a 16-5 record and placed second
in the UCT.

“We are right there, maybe even a
little better, but certainly equal to our
competition in the counties and sec-
tions,” said Kapner. “This is cer-
tainly the best team we have had in
the last five years.”

The Blue Devils opened at
Livingston on April 1 and dropped a,
3-2, thriller that was decided with a
tie breaker at third singles.

POSSIBLE STARTERS:
First Singles: Griffin Maloney (12)
Second Singles: Rich Moran (10)
Third Singles: Dave Eisenberg (11)
First Doubles: Shaun Simone (12) and

Ryan Miller (12)
Second Doubles: Devin Power (12)

and Doug Shineman (11)

Livingston 3,  Westfield 2
First Singles: Jordan Koss (L) d. Grif-

fin Maloney, 6-3, 7-6 (7-3)
Second Singles: Rich Moran (W) d.

Calvin Chou, 6-1, 6-3
Third Singles: Brandon Lang (L) d.

Dave Eisenberg, 6-4, 0-6, 7-6 (7-3)
First Doubles: Jayesh Patel and Eric

Udoff (L) d. Shaun Simone and Ryan Miller.
6-1, 6-2

Second Doubles: Devin Power and
Doug Shineman (W) d. Alex Shu and Arkady
Smolyansky, 6-4, 7-5

Blue Devil Netmen Are Equal
To or Better Than Opponents

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL NET CO-CAPTAINS...Seniors Griffin Maloney (First Singles),
left, and Shaun Simone (First Doubles) have been named Co-Captains of the
strong Blue Devil boys’ tennis team.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  371-2002
(Amending Resolution 110-2002)

AWARDED TO: EPICARE Inc., Lane
Avenue, West Caldwell, New Jersey.

SERVICES: To be used for an eight-day
course of training for additional staff that
have been hired to work on the new psychi-
atric unit at Runnells Specialized Hospital
and require specialty training in psychiatric
nursing.

PERIOD: 11/1/01 - 6/30/02
COST: $12,000, for a new contract

amount of $31,900.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $26.01

Girls Winter Track
All-County Team:

Local Only (Star-Ledger)
First Team:

Dana McCurdy (Governor
Livingston[GL]) 400-meters

Emily MacNeil (Westfield [W]) 800-
meters (Named Surprise of the Year)

Megs DiDario (GL) 800-meters
Katie Marshall (Union Catholic [UC])

1,600-meters (Named Performer of the
Year)

4x400-meter relay (Scotch Plains-
Fanwood [SPF])
Second Team:

4x400-meter relay (GL)
Third Team:

Jayme Ferraro (SPF) 55-meters
Lindsay Curry (SPF) 3,200-meters
Jill Koscielecki (SPF) High Jump

Coach of the Year: Bill Gorski (GL)

Boys Winter Track
All-State, All-UC:

All-State – Local Only (Star-Ledger):
First Team:

Ray Williams (Scotch Plains-Fanwood
[SP-F]) 400-meters

All-Union County (Star-Ledger):
First Team:

Williams (SPF) 400-meters
Michael Carmody (Governor Livingston)

800-meters
Bob Wallden (SPF) 3,200-meters
Rich Miller, Earl Lambert, Alexis

Gonzalez, Diano Reavis (Westfield [W])
4x400-meters
Second Team:

Adam Wendel (W) High Jump
Chris Feighner (SPF) Shot Put

Third Team:
Dan Lynes (W) 800-meters
Alex Hotz (GL) 3,200-meters

FSPY ‘C’ Division Takes
Fourth in Gymnastics

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA “C” Division Gymnastic
(FSPY) placed fourth behind
Montclair Y, Western Monmouth
County Y and Westfield Y on March
23. FSPY’s score of 81.9 was just 0.4
behind third-place Westfield.

“We are very proud of all of our
gymnasts,” said FSPY coach Dana
Fiore.

Competing FSPY were Alina
Chabus, Kelsey Herbig, Cathryn
Vaccaro and many ribbon winners.
Julia Capodicasa placed second on
beam and sixth on bars and all-around
in the 12 and over age group.

In the 9U age group, Victoria Shack
placed first on vault and floor. Olivia
Dunham placed second on beam and
floor. Marissa Mastrocola placed
second on bars and third on vault.

Samantha Mazzucco placed second
in all-around, third on bars and fifth
on beam. Sarah Van Buskirk placed
second on vault.

The next “C’ Division home meet
will take place on Sunday, April 14.
The public is invited to meet the
team members on Saturday, April 13
when they volunteer their time at
Healthy Kids Day, a celebration of
healthy living for children and their
parents. In addition to a gymnastics
obstacle course, Healthy Kids Day
will feature activities and demon-
strations in the area of safety, health,
athletics and fitness. Healthy Kids
Day will be held at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Y’s Martine Avenue
facility on April 13 from 1 to 4 p.m.

For more information about the
Y’s Gymnastics program or Healthy
Kids Day, please call (908) 889-
8880.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-17292-01

BANK ONE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
AS TRUSTEE, PLAINTIFF vs. ANGEL A.
SANTOS, ET ALS., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 4, 2002 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 1ST DAY OF
MAY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the after-
noon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
NINE THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED SEV-
ENTY SIX & 97/100 ($109,976.97).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07206, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 622-624 SOUTH
PARK STREET a/k/a 622 SOUTH  PARK
STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07206.

Tax Lot No. 1229 in Block No. 7
Dimension of Lot: approximately 49.51

feet wide by 100.05 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Sixth Street
Situated at a point on the southwesterly

sideline of South Park Street distance ap-
proximately 275.49 feet from its intersection
with the northwesterly sideline of Sixth Street.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Judgment #DJ-066557-1989 dated Au-

gust 11, 1989, $90.00.
Judgment #DJ-091634-1990 dated Au-

gust 31, 1990, $90.00.
There is due approximately the sum of

ONE-HUNDRED SIXTEEN THOUSAND
NINE-HUNDRED SIXTY FOUR & 34/100
($116,964.34) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-756493 - (WL)
4 T - 4/4, 4/11, 4/18
& 4/25/02 Fee: $210.12

www.goleader.com

Family Skate Night
Gets Rescheduled
First Family Skate Night will be

on April 19 at the Westfield Ar-
mory from 7 to 9 p.m. This Friday
is canceled due to a scheduling
conflict with the Armory.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION ���������	�
������� and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, April 4, 2002 Page 11

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

BUTLER WILL SPARK OFFENSE

GL Softballers Sense
Success This Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last season, the Governor
Livingston High School softball team
amassed an impressive record of 24-
3 and captured the Mountain Valley
and the Union County crowns. How-
ever, with two very special Lady
Highlanders representing that out-
standing team having graduated in
Lauren Beasley, and main cog, four-
year varsity catcher, Jenny Calabrese
who now plays for Boston Univer-
sity, this could be a challenging year.

Senior Lindsay Dann will become
the replacement at the catching posi-
tion. Obviously, replacing
Calabrese’s position will not befall
on the shoulders of one single ball
player. Instead, Head Coach Jerry
Britt has called upon a combination
of three to four players to adjust for
this huge void. “It’s all going to
depend on how the middle of the
infield responds. If they all play well,
we’ll be O.K.” said Britt.

Returning to the line-up will be
junior Meghan Butler, who last year
generally set the tone in most games.
Butler, G.L’s leadoff hitter, generally
always finds a way to reach base while
displaying tremendous awareness and
speed on the bases. She will be looked
upon as a key run producer. Butler,
additionally possesses outstanding
centerfield capabilities and surely will
be recognized as an All-County, All-
State performer this season.

First base will see the return of
junior Kathleen Dreitlein, who pos-
sesses great leadership skills and an
excellent attitude. “I’m looking for-
ward to this season,” said Dreitlein.
“We have a great bunch of girls. We

work well together, so I can see our
goal to repeat as realistic. I will try to
keep it positive, making sure no one
gets down. It’s all part of the game
and the process.”

Junior Peggy Lallis, perhaps the
best all-around shortstop in the area,
will also be required to step up big
from a hitting and run producing
standpoint. Returning and playing
the second base position is senior
Kristen Hauser. Sophomore Kaitlyn
Moore, who played Junior Varsity
shortstop last year, has looked good
in practice and appears to be the
leading candidate to play third base.

The outfield will see the return of
Kerri Moore in right and junior Becky
Ringwood in left field.

“Hopefully, our strength this year
will come from our pitching staff,”
said Britt. “With the return of senior
Lindsay Sheppard, who was our big
winner last year, we hope to be as
dominant as last year.”

Sheppard, not known as a strikeout
pitcher, will seek strong defensive
support backed with consistent hit-
ting for a good year.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-7770-98

NORWEST MORTGAGE, INC., PLAIN-
TIFF vs. REGINA SCHUMAN, ET AL, DE-
FENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED DECEMBER 12, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 24TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FORTY SEVEN THOUSAND SIX-HUN-
DRED THIRTY FOUR & 08/100
($147,634.08).

Municipality: Town of Westfield
Street Address: 120 Green Place
Tax Lot: 12
Tax Block: 4801
Approximate Dimensions: 50 feet x 125

feet
Nearest Cross Street: Central Avenue
There is due approximately the sum of

ONE-HUNDRED NINTY ONE THOU-
SAND FIVE-HUNDRED SIXTY FOUR &
63/100 ($191,564.63) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

PLUESE, ETTIN, BECKER &
SALTZMAN
A DIV. OF KATZ, ETTIN, LEVINE
905 North Kings Highway
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034
CH-756484 - (WL)
4 T - 3/28, 4/4, 4/11
& 4/18/02 Fee: $171.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-14823-01

WELLS FARGO HOME MORTGAGE,
INC., PLAINTIFF vs. EUGENIO LOPEZ,
ET AL., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
JANUARY 8, 2002 FOR SALE OF MORT-
GAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 1ST DAY OF
MAY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the after-
noon of said day. All successful bidders
must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the
sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
SIXTY NINE THOUSAND NINE-HUN-
DRED SIXTY FIVE & 20/100 ($169,965.20).

Property to be sold is located in the City
of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as 827 Mar-
tin Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07206.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 884, BLOCK 7,
on the official Tax Map of the City of Eliza-
beth.

Dimensions: 24.30 feet x 9.84 feet x
122.50 feet x 34.00 feet x 124.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Division Street.
The Sheriff hereby reserves the right

to adjourn this sale without further no-
tice by publication.

Subject to unpaid taxes, assessments,
water and sewer liens.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED EIGHTY ONE THOU-
SAND FIVE-HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT &
01/100 ($181,548.01) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEDERMAN AND PHELAN, P.C.
Suite 505 Sentry Office Plaza
216 Haddon Avenue
Westmont, New Jersey 08108
CH-756507 - (WL)
4 T - 4/4, 4/11, 4/18
& 4/25/02 Fee: $193.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-14034-01

WASHINGTON MUTUAL BANK, FA,
PLAINTIFF vs. JULIO PORTALATIN, ET
ALS., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED DECEMBER 18, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 10TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FORTY SIX THOUSAND NINE-HUN-
DRED FIVE & 78/100 ($146,905.78).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07201, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 545-547 MADI-
SON AVENUE, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201.

Tax Lot No. 744 in Block No. 12
Dimension of Lot: irregular 50.00 feet

wide by 150.00 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Julia Street
Situated at a point on the southeasterly

sideline of Madison Avenue distance ap-
proximately 25 feet southwesterly from its
intersection with the southwesterly sideline
of Julia Street.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES: 2000
Third Party Water and Sewer Lien; Date of
Sale: June 11, 2001; Certificate #6895S&W
$488.90.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED FIFTY FIVE THOUSAND
FIVE-HUNDRED SIXTY THREE & 08/100
($155,563.08) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-756446 - (WL)
4 T - 3/14, 3/21, 3/28
& 4/4/02 Fee: $206.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  384-2002
AWARDED TO: Keller & Kirkpatrick, Inc.,

900 Lanidex Plaza, Parsippany, New Jer-
sey.

SERVICES: To provide construction ad-
ministration and inspection services for the
intersection improvements in Summit.

COST: Not to exceed $46,571.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-8066-01

GE CAPITAL MORTGAGE SERVICES,
INC., PLAINTIFF vs. NATALIA C.
FERNANDEZ, ET ALS., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED DECEMBER 28, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 17TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.

The judgment amount is SEVENTY SIX
THOUSAND TWO-HUNDRED FORTY
FOUR & 75/100 ($76,244.75).

Property to be sold is located in the City
of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as 222 South
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07202.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 1133, BLOCK
9, on the official Tax Map of the City of
Elizabeth.

Dimensions: 112.50 feet x 25.00 feet x
112.50 feet x 25.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Third Avenue (for-
merly known as William Street).

The Sheriff hereby reserves the right
to adjourn this sale without further no-
tice by publication.

Subject to unpaid taxes, assessments,
water and sewer liens.

There is due approximately the sum of
EIGHTY FOUR THOUSAND ONE-HUN-
DRED FIFTY EIGHT & 60/100 ($84,158.60)
together with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEDERMAN AND PHELAN, P.C.
Suite 505 Sentry Office Plaza
216 Haddon Avenue
Westmont, New Jersey 08108
CH-756464 - (WL)
4 T - 3/21, 3/28, 4/4
& 4/11/02 Fee: $193.80

add even more depth to the offense.
“It was the first undefeated JV

team that Westfield had,” said
Benaquista. “So we have a lot of
young talent.”

Who will be considered as the Blue
Devils’ main offensive threats? “Based
on last year, our second and third
scorers were Mike Debrossy and Billy
Schultz,” said Benaquista. “We will
keep the load on their shoulders al-
though we will look for help from
Mansfield, Santoriello and Elliott.”

Benaquista also noted, “Gil
(Arbitsman) and Schott also scored a
lot on JVs last year. A lot of people
are going to play this year.”

Senior Quad-Captain Dillon
DePalmer will guide the young de-
fense along with senior Duffy Lau,
who shifted from midfield. Dan
Seeger, Dan MacDonald and Chris
Freisen will also strengthen the de-
fense. Senior Mike Charney and
sophomore Chris MacDonald are
vying for the faceoff spot and junior
Dan Koch and sophomore Brian Pirot

are under the microscope for the
critical goalkeeping position.

Last year, the Blue Devils had a
good mix of offensive speed with
defensive size. “We are young and
there are some guys who never played
defense before. But we do have speed.
To me, size doesn’t matter. I would
rather have speed. We want to use
our speed to take the game to our
opponents. We want to cause them to
make mistakes and make them to try
to beat us,” emphasized Benaquista.
“The success of our season will be
based on how well our defense comes
around. They are very young and
everything is up for grabs.”

Westfield opened its season with
an 8-7, overtime victory over A. L.
Johnson on April 1. Mansfield netted
five goals and Elliott flicked in the
winner with 2:38 left in overtime.

Blue Devil Boy Laxers to Rely
On Speed of Offensive Team

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL LAX CAPTAINS...The Blue Devil boy laxers have good team
speed and will be led by four team captains. Pictured, left to right, are: Greg
Elliott, Dave Santoriello, Dillon DePalmer and Mike Debrossy.

last year.”
Prior to last year, the Blue Devils

were not known for great success in
the sprints and hurdles; however, the
strength and depth has been increas-
ing with seniors Lauren Solon –
hurdles and sprints, Christine
Pecoraro – 100 and 200 meters,
sophomore Mika Cruz – sprints and
long jump – and sophomores Jennell
Carter and Janet Tiller, who were on
the 4x200 team that broke a WHS
indoor school record.

“We will be able to put some points
on the board in terms of sprinting,”
said Carpenter. “Mika, combined
with Jennell, Janet, Lauren and Chris-
tine, we will be able to put together
a good sprint medley, a good 4x200
and hopefully a 4x100.”

Unfortunately, the No. 1 speedster
and long jumper, senior Sarah Burke,
is presently nursing an injured foot and
may not be at full potential for a while.

Freshman Ashley Molson will avail
her skills as a dancer to gain recogni-
tion in the high jump. Sophomores
Erin Goldberger and Amanda
Nehring will add depth in the field as
will sophomore Lisa Panarese – shot
put and discus.

“We have at least six to eight girls
in each event, who will be effective,”
said Carpenter.

With such a large number of girls,
“We are a young team with only 13
seniors. But a lot of our talent lies in
the freshman and sophomore classes.
I think we have a very bright outlook.
With quantity, you are bound to get
some quality,” claimed Carpenter.
“We will know better after our first
scrimmage – Morristown. The girls
are running well and doing the work-
outs the way they should be but until
you get on the line and really com-
pete, you won’t really know.”

Blue Devil Track Ladies Feel
Quantity Will Yield Quality

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devils Shutout
Softball Tigers, 9-0
The Westfield High School soft-

ball team did the roaring by shutting
out the Linden Tiger girls, 9-0, in
Westfield on April 1. Senior pitcher
Caitlin MacDonald fanned 15 but
burned the Tigers with a no hitter.

The Blue Devils amassed 14 hits
and were led by senior catcher Tara
Dowling who went 4-for-4, includ-
ing a double, and had four RBI and
three runs scored. Senior Rachel
Wagner also drilled a double.
MacDonald tapped a single and
scored three times.
Linden 000 000 0 0
Westfield 200 034 x 9

Blue Devil Boys Jolt
Baseball Tigers, 14-4

The Westfield High School base-
ball team unleashed lightning with
the “metal sticks” and jolted Linden,
14-4, in Linden on April 1. Blue
Devil senior third baseman Mike
Sofka struck the hardest with five
RBI.

Sofka banged a three-run double
and an RBI single to spark a nine-run
first inning. Senior John Leonardis,
who finished with three RBI, added
a two-run single in the inning. Brian
Butts and Ben Koket each had a
double. Senior pitcher Jay Cook
picked up the victory.
Westfield 940 01 14
Linden 000 22 4

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-18749-98

EMC MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF vs. EUGENE EARLE, ET AL,
DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MARCH 24, 1999 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 24TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
THIRTY ONE THOUSAND TWO-HUN-
DRED FOURTEEN & 42/100
($131,214.42).

The property to be sold, is located in the
City of Elizabeth in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 843 Summer Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207

Tax Lot No. 1556 in Block 4
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 32

feet wide by 125 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the north-

easterly side of Summer Street 518 feet
from the northwesterly side of Grier Avenue.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED SIXTY SEVEN THOU-
SAND NINE-HUNDRED NINETEEN & 06/
100 ($167,919.06) together with lawful in-
terest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
ATTORNEYS
1139 Spruce Drive
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1-908-233-8500
FILE NO. XVZ38682
CH-756586 - (WL)
4 T - 3/28, 4/4, 4/11
& 4/18/02 Fee: $191.76

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
2002 TOWN OF WESTFIELD

DOWNTOWN DISTRICT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION

RESOLUTION
2002-57

FINANCE COMMITTEE MARCH 12, 2002
Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget of the Town of Westfield Special Improvement

District, County of Union, for the Year 2002:
BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall

constitute the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2002, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in THE WESTFIELD

LEADER in the issue of April 4, 2002;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of

Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation
Budget for the year 2001:

Recorded Vote: Ayes Salisbury, Albano, Lazarowitz, Goldman, Echausse,
Betancourt,  Jacobson, McDermott

Nays Walsh
Abstain
Absent

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget was approved by
the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, on March 12, 2002.

A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Westfield Municipal Building on April 16, 2002
at 8:00pm at which time and place objections to said Budget for the Year 2002 may be
presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or other interested per-
sons.

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

2002 BUDGET

REVENUES

GENERAL REVENUE ANTICIPATED REVENUE
Amount to be raised by Special
 Improvement District Assessment $299,500.00
Total General Revenue $299,500.00

APPROPRIATIONS

GENERAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATIONS 2002
Operating

Salaries & Wages $100,900.00
Other Expenses $198,600.00

Total General Appropriations $299,500.00
1 T - 4/4/02, The Leader Fee:74.46

Lady Vikings Edge
SP-F Raiders, 8-6
The Union Catholic High School

softball team exploded with a seven-
run sixth inning to stun the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls, 8-6, in Scotch
Plains on April 1. Viking Melinda
Rosado hammered a bases-loaded
triple to fuel the rally.

Raider sophomore Laura Manzi
drilled a two-run double and junior
Caitlin McNelis poked two singles
and scored twice. Viking Kristen
Rizzo had a double and a single.
Union Catholic 000 107 0 8
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 002 004 0 6

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  396-2002
AWARDED TO: Robert Mega, Esq., 2352

St. Georges Avenue, Rahway, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To provide legal services

representing Undersheriff William V.
Malcolm, in the matter entitled Virginia
Fanelli v. Ralph Froehlich, et al.

COST: Not to exceed $5,000
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-17084-00

DELTA FUNDING CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF vs. THE HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
OF LEROY WHITE, ET ALS., DEFEN-
DANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED DECEMBER 28, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 24TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.

The judgment amount is NINTY FOUR
THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED TWENTY
& 09/100 ($94,520.09).

City Of Elizabeth, County of Union, State
of New Jersey

STREET ADDRESS: 1025 Emma Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07201

TAX LOT 8 BLOCK 573
DIMENSIONS: 100 feet X 26 feet X 100

feet X 26 feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Catherine

Street
As of January 16, 2002, there are unpaid

municipal charges in the amount of $976.69
and liens in the amount of $1,703.42 which
the successful purchaser at the sale must
pay upon taking title to the property.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED ONE THOUSAND
FOUR-HUNDRED ELEVEN & 97/100
($101,411.97) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

HARVEY, PENNINGTON, CABOT,
GRIFFITH & RENNEISEN, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Suite 360
535 Route 38 East (Cherry Tree)
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
CH-756485 - (WL)
4 T - 3/28, 4/4, 4/11
& 4/18/02 Fee: $199.92

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  395-2002
AWARDED TO: Edward Kologi, Esq.,

923 Wood Avenue, Linden, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To provide legal services

representing Sheriff Ralph Froelich, in the
matter entitled Virginia Fanelli v. Ralph
Froehlich, et al.

COST: Not to exceed $5,000
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  383-2002
AWARDED TO: AAI, Appraisal Associ-

ates Inc., 50 South Avenue West, Cranford,
New Jersey.

SERVICES: To conduct a fair market
valuation analysis for 184 and 188 Sutton
Drive, Berkeley Heights, New Jersey.

COST: not to exceed $2,500.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  382-2002
AWARDED TO: Ard Appraisal Co., 36

Bryant Avenue, Clark, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To conduct a fair market

valuation analysis for 184 and 188 Sutton
Drive, Berkely Heights New Jersey

COST: $1,650
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $20.91

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HIGHLANDER SENIORS AND COACH...The defending Union County soft-
ball champion Highlanders seek to repeat. Pictured, left to right, are: senior
catcher Lindsay Dann, senior pitcher Lindsay Sheppard, senior second baseman
Kristen Hauser, senior right fielder Kerri Moore and Head Coach Jerry Britt.

Local High School
Golf Results:

APRIL 1:
Westfield 167, Union 196, Linden
263

(Echo Lake, par 36)
Westfield: Adam Karnish 41, Ryan

Shallcross 41, Gerritt Ill 42, Jeff
Luker 43

Union: Shawn Strauss 44, Matt
Colla 48, Matt Mogelesky 50, Chris
Vendemia 54

Linden: Mark Valaga 61, John
Koziol 65, Rob Cubala 66, Mike
Pisarski 71

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 186, Union
196

(Echo Lake, par 36)
Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Mats

Notoane 45, Brian Muller 47, Mike
Sprung 47, Jon Bezrutcyk 47

Union: Shawn Strauss 44, Matt
Colla 48, Matt Mogelesky 50, Chris
Vendemia 54

Raider Netmen Top
Oratory Prep, 4-1
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys’ tennis team opened its
season on April 2 with a 4-1 victory
over Oratory Prep.

#1 Singles: Pete Uzzolino (O) d.
Terry Levine, 6-3, 6-2

#2 singles: Mike Thompson (SP-
F) d. Matt Dunne, 6-3, 6-4

#3 singles: Josh Sanders (SP-F) d.
Chris Harrison, 6-0, 6-2

#1 doubles: Adam Corbin and Ja-
son Krueger (SP-F) d. Reggie
Sampson and Rich Caretto, 6-2, 5-7
(7-5)

#2 doubles: Simon Poplyansky and
Jesse Rogowsky (SP-F) d. Kenny Bayne
and Connor Hamilton, 6-1, 6-0
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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Flames G-7 and G-5 Finish
With Winning Records

Fanwood Flames G-6 Push
Hoops Record to 34-1

Fanwood Flames G-8 Finish
Undefeated, 39-0, Season

The Fanwood 8th-Grade Flames
completed their most successful sea-
son in their history with a perfect,
39-0, record and four championship
titles.

This past week, the 8th Graders
trounced Wayne, 77-40, to claim the
Springfield Tournament Champion-
ship. Lance Thomas, the tournament
MVP, was outstanding with a game-
high 35 points. Derrick Caracter
pumped in 22 points and was also
named to the all-tournament team.
DJ Garrett netted eight points while
Clayton Balch, Sean Young and
Travis Morgan had four points each.

In North Brunswick Tournament
play, the Flames turned back previ-
ously undefeated East Windsor, 69-
45. Caracter burned in 26 points and
Thomas popped in 25. Garrett sank
six points while Bobby Blabolil and
Morgan collected four points each.
Next, they defeated North Brunswick,
64-44, for the title. Caracter and
Thomas netted 24 and 21 points,
respectively.

The Flames topped Cranford, 54-
38, for the third time this season to
capture the Bi-County League Cham-
pionship. Caracter blasted in 26
points and Thomas collected 13 while
Garrett and Young nailed six points
each. In their final game of the sea-
son, the Flames started slowly but
thrashed Matawan, 71-47, for the
Central Jersey League Champion-
ship. Caracter and Thomas led with
31 and 26 points, respectively.

Contributing to the outstanding

season were: Matt Fleissner, Blabolil,
Thomas, Garrett, Jameel Grace,
Ashton Gibbs, Balch, Young,
Caracter, Raunaq Palejwala, Travis
Morgan and Troy Morgan. The head
coach was Bob Blabolil and assistant
coaches were Greg Smith and Willie
Green.

The Fanwood 6th Grade Flames
basketball team concluded their out-
standing season with a, 34-1, record
and three championship titles.

The 6th Graders won the North
Brunswick Tournament Champion-
ship defeating Hamilton, 59-54, over-
coming a 20-point deficit. Ashton
Gibbs was the scoring leader with 23
points. Jameel Grace scored 18 points
and Mike Devizio had 14.

In preliminary games, Fanwood beat
St. Thomas of Rahway, 62-39, behind
Gibbs and Grace with 33 and 17 points,
respectively. Next, the Flames avenged
their only loss of the season, taming
Colts Neck, 65-50. Grace had 26 points,
Gibbs sank 23 and Kyle Mihansky
pumped in eight points.

Fanwood beat Long Hill, 73-58, to
win the Garden State League Cham-
pionship. Gibbs poured in 24 points
while Grace and Devizio respectively

collected 21 and 13 points. Will
Hubbard scored six points.

In Central Jersey League (CJL)
action, Fanwood trounced Edison
behind Gibbs’ hot 3-point shooting
with 29 points. The Flames doused
Madison YMCA, 50-39. Gibbs and
Grace netted 26 and 14 points, re-
spectively. The Flames ended their
season winning the CJL title hand-
ing Colts Neck their first league loss,
45-39. Gibbs was the scoring leader
with 23 points, while Grace and
Devizio talled nine and eight points.

Contributing to the superb season
were: Devizio, Hubbard, Grace,
Gibbs, John DeMaio, Eric Browne,
Tyler Stanek, Mihansky, Justin
Wheeler, Neil Merchant, Thabo
D’Anjou and Aundre Ruffin. The
Flames were coached by Willie Green
and assistant coaches Greg Smith
and Steve Berka.

The Fanwood 7th Grade Flames
basketball team, coached by Greg
Smith and assistants Bob Blabolil
and Willie Green, finished the sea-
son with a 20-14 record. The 5th
Grade Flames, coached by Steve
Berka and assistant Willie Green,

finished its inaugural season, 17-14.
The 7th Graders concluded their

season falling to Wayne, 58-42, in
the Springfield Tournament Cham-
pionship game. Jason Zelesnik buck-
eted a game-high 25 points. Tom
Pennella was outstanding defensively
and also collected six points. Tiffany
Smith, Darnell Dortch, Matt Wolff,
Ryan Sharkey and Jason Giamboi all
tallied a bucket apiece. Brian Ford
added a foul shot to round out the
scoring. Anthony Ricci, John Acito,
Will Renfree and Zack Saifi all played
well.

The 5th Grade Flames concluded
its season falling to the North
Brunswick Tournament Champion-
ship winner, East Windsor, 57-34.
Sterling Gibbs had a great game with
15 points. Mike Klotz and Matt Berka
scored eight and seven points, re-
spectively.

Fanwood dropped a 48-29 deci-
sion to league champion Westfield in
Garden State League action. Gibbs
led with 10 points. Chucky Oliver
swished in six points, while Brandon
Boyd and Matt Berka tallied four
points each. Ryan Brown and Colin
Grimm netted two points apiece.
Donovan Garrett, Eddie Byron, An-
thony D’Annunzio, Stevie Young and
Tyler DellaBadia also performed
well.

WAYNE TOURNAMENT CHAMPS...Immaculate Heart of Mary 5th Grade
girls’ basketball team recently captured the Wayne Tournament of Champions
title. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Michelle Russinello, Shannon
Deegan, Katheryn Decataldo, Saxony Nielson, Raychel Kruper; middle row,
Tara Handza, Katheryn Verdic, Maggie Bonadies, Kelly Dyckman, Lauren
Harry, Nicole Desando; back row, Coaches, George Handza and Tom Decataldo.
Missing from the picture is Danielle Sette.

IHM 5th Grade Girls Win
Wayne Hoops Tournament

The Wayne PAL has sponsored
some of the most competitive bas-
ketball tournaments in New Jersey
and has fielded several state champi-
ons in the past. So it was no easy task
when the Scotch Plains Immaculate
Heart of Mary (IHM) fifth grade girls
traveled to the Wayne PAL building
during the month of March to com-
pete in the Wayne Tournament of
Champions against some of the top
teams in Northern New Jersey.

The road to the championship be-
gan with a barnburner that saw IHM
erase a 12-point halftime deficit and
defeat a frenetic Wykoff team, 26-
25, with a classic buzzer beater by
Tara Handza. The remaining oppo-
nents proved less truculent but only
slightly less difficult for IHM to sub-
due as Tenafly and Secaucus respec-

tively lost to the competitive will of
the IHM girls with respective scores
of, 31-17, and, 41-29.

In the title game against Wayne,
IHM took an early lead and steadily
optimized with control in every as-
pect of the game. Maggie Bonadies
ruled the defensive boards. Lauren
Harry made slashing drives in the
paint. Raychel Kruper had several
open-court steals. Handza and Kruper
made dazzling four pass fast break
conversions. Catherine Decataldo
and Kelly Dyckman controlled the
open court. Shannon Deegan and
Michelle Russinello were deadly with
their outside shooting. Katherine
Verdic and Saxonny Neilson con-
trolled the offensive boards. Nicole
Desando and Danielle Sette provided
all around back-up support.

With IHM virtually controlling
every aspect of the Championship
game, the final tally was 35-21. The
tournament MVP selected by the
Wayne PAL selection committee was
Tara Handza.

SP-F Soccer Sparx Tame
Watchung Hills Wildcats

SP-F Rebels Suffer
First Soccer Defeat

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Rebels U10 soccer team suffered its
first defeat, 5-3, at the feet of the top-
rated Somerset Hills Spitfires.

The Spitfires were up 2-0 when
Colleen Sweeney found the back of
the net off an assist from Morgan
Burke. The Spitfires answered and
the first half ended, 3-1.

In the third quarter, Michelle
Goldberg took a pass from Jen
Kickenweitz and booted a high shot
that bounced in off the crossbar. Later,
Sweeney took a corner kick and sent
a precise pass to Becky Krakora who
fired in a perfectly placed shot to tie
the game.

In the fourth quarter, Rebels Kim
Many, Burke, Goldberg and Lyndsey
Douglas put together numerous at-
tacks, but the Spitfire defense re-
fused to allow any good shots. De-
fenders Cassie Zito, Ally Prestridge,
Sarah Canfield and Kathryn Dinizo
played a tough and aggressive game,
but in the end were overwhelmed by
the speed of the Spitfires.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Sparx
U11 soccer team dominated the
Watchung Hills Wildcats, 4-0, on
March 24.

Jennie Altman scored first with a
strong shot into the corner. Allison
Goldberg then had a breakaway from
the midfield and dribbled past the
goalie to punch in a shot and put the
Sparx up 2-0.

Strong play by midfielders Becca
VonLangen, Erika White, Jenna
McGarry and Brittney Veeck kept
the ball out of the Sparx backfield
and up at the offensive front line.
Anytime the Wildcats managed to
enter Sparx territory, they were
quickly turned away by the tough
defensive play of McGarry, Stephanie
Glover and Sheryl Markovitz.

VonLangen sent a solid cross to
Corrine Walker who knocked in the
shot. Goldberg then rifled a cross
toward the mouth of the net. The ball
ricocheted off a defender and into
the net. Veeck closed out the half

with a great save in front of the net to
keep Sparx lead at 4-0.

In the second half, the Sparx
switched the lineup, offensive play-
ers played defense and vice versa.
Goalie Jaclyn Law played up front
and had numerous shots on goal.
Glover, McGarry, Markovitz and
Veeck took turns pressuring the Wild-
cat goalie who denied their shots.
Saxony Nielsen was strong in goal
making many great saves. Olivia
Francavilla did an excellent job de-
fending the backfield along with
Goldberg and Altman.

A FRIENDLY GAME...The Westfield 6th Grade girls’ Travel basketball team
played a friendly game with the Westfield Holy Trinity 6th Grade team on
March 20 after the NJ Nets/Portland Trailblazers game. Travel Team Head
Coach John O’Leary organized the event with the help of the Westfield
Basketball Association (WBA). He thought it would be a thrill for the girls to
play on the same court as the NBA professionals.

Westfield PAL Corner
For all Westfield Middle School

Students, look for a questionnaire
this week in school in reference to
a new program – Girls Intown Vol-
leyball League. Any questions,
please call the PAL phone line at
(908) 233 7105

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that on April 24,
2002 at 8:00 P.M. in the Borough Hall of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey the Fanwood
Planning Board will hold a public hearing to
consider the appeal of Mr. & Mrs. Eckstrom
for a bulk variance to widen the driveway on
the property at 155 Burns Way, Fanwood,
New Jersey also known as Block 85 Lot 21
on the Fanwood Tax Map. The following
bulk variance is requested from the Land
Use Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood:

18.06A Variance required: Driveway width
Permitted: 10 feet Present: 10 feet Pro-
posed: 20 feet

The application will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of the
application or amendment(s) to the applica-
tion.

All interested persons may be present
and heard.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey

William & Kim Eckstrom
155 Burns Way

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 4/4/02, The Times Fee: $29.58

Bernstein Grabs
Bronze in Track
Irwin Bernstein of Westfield won

a bronze medal at the National Mas-
ters Indoor Track and Field Champi-
onships at the Reggie Lewis Track
Center in Boston on March 24.

Competing in the 4x400 relay in
the (60-69)-age group as a member
of the Eastern Regional “B” team,
Bernstein ran 1:13 to anchor his team
to third place in 5:03.82. The race
was won by the Eastern Regional
“A” team in 4:28.09. Second was the
Central Park Track Club in 4:41.16.
Earlier in the day, Bernstein placed
seventh in the (65-69)-age group in
the 800-meter run in a time of 2:55.52.
The winner was Henry Hawk from
Conway, Ariz., in 2:30.47.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  362-2002
(Amending Resolution 109-2002)

AWARDED TO: Ford, Farewell, Mills &
Gatsch, 103 Carnegie Center, Suite 301,
Princeton, New Jersey.

SERVICES: For additional services to
the Oak Ridge Golf Clubhouse that include
revisions to civil drawings, per the Clark
Township Fire Officials’ review.

COST: not to exceed $2,200 for a new
contract amount of $607,976.32.

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $23.97

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Paver Brick Driveways
Walks & Patios • Stone
Retaining Walls • New
Plantings • Drainage

Systems • Masonary Work
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Russell W. Brown, 79
Russell Woodbury Brown, 79, of Seneca, S.C., died on Monday, March

11, at his home.
Born in Berlin, N.H., he had lived in Westfield for 30 years before

retiring to Seneca 10 years ago.
Mr. Brown had been employed by the American Can Company for 34

years in executive positions, primarily as plant manager, prior to retiring.
He served in the United States Army for three and a half years during

World War II, with the Infantry in the Pacific, and was discharged as a
Captain.

He graduated from the University of Michigan, College of Engineering,
in 1948.

Mr. Brown was active with the Boy Scouts of America for many years.
He also was very active with the Fort Hill Presbyterian Church of Clemson,
S.C. and The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

He additionally served on the boards of the Friends of Lake Keowee
Society and the Keep Oconee Beautiful Association in Oconee County,
S.C., and volunteered with Habitat for Humanity.

Surviving are his wife of 53 years, Grace Louise Lathrop Brown; two
daughters, Christine W. Brown of Roselle Park and Carolyn B. Costlow and
her husband, Richard, of Lansdale, Pa.; a son, Steven L. Brown and his
wife, Susan, of Minneapolis, Minn.; a brother and sister-in-law, Donald R.
and Jane Brown of Willow Grove, Pa., and seven grandchildren, David,
Erin and Kerry Costlow, and Jennifer, Allison, Kevin and Katherine Meijia
Brown.

A memorial service will be held at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, April 10, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. A reception for family and friends will
follow immediately at the church. Interment will be at the Revolutionary
War Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Music
Fund, Presbyterian Church in Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield
07090, or to Hospice of the Foothills, 390 Keowee School Road, Seneca,
S.C. 29672.

April 4, 2002

DEATH NOTICE

Judith A. Bell, 65, Was Bookkeeper
With Springfield Firm For 22 Years

Florence Lushear, 99
Florence G. Easterday Lushear,

99, of Westfield died on Wednesday,
March 27, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Millburn, she lived in
Westfield for 75 years.

A homemaker and caregiver most
of her life, Mrs. Lushear had also
worked at Hyatt Roller Bearing in
Clark during World War II.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Howard Kenneth Lushear, and
by a son, Howard Kenneth Lushear,
Jr.

Surviving are three daughters, Ruth
Harte, Helen Lushear and Florence
Geyer; six grandchildren; 12 great-
grandchildren and six great-great
grandchildren.

Services were held on Saturday,
March 30, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad, 335 Watterson Street, P.O.
Box 356, Westfield 07091.

April 4, 2002

Robert D. Nixdorff, 35, Was CPA;
Owned Accounting Firm in Linden

Filomena Di Fiore, 74
Filomena Franceschelli Di Fiore,

74, of Scotch Plains died on Thurs-
day, March 21, at her home.

Born in Montazzoli, Provence of
Chieti, Italy, she came to Scotch
Plains in June of 1963.

Mrs. Di Fiore was a homemaker
and a communicant of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

She was predeceased by a sister,
Concetta.

Surviving are her husband, Nicola
Di Fiore; two sons, Gus Di Fiore and
Mario Di Fiore; a brother Giuseppe
Franceschelli; two sisters, Teresa and
Maria, and two grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, March 25, at the Rossi Fu-
neral Home in Scotch Plains. A Mass
followed at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church. Interment took place
at St. Gertrude’s Cemetery in
Colonia.

April 4, 2002

John Link, 89
John Link, 89, of Cranford died on

Monday, March 18, in the Cranford
Health and Extended Care Center.

Born in Tunengen, Germany, he
had lived in Westfield and
Mountainside before moving to
Cranford.

Mr. Link had been employed as a
custodian at Deerfield Elementary
School in Mountainside prior to re-
tiring.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran of World War II.

He was a member of the Deutscher
Club of Clark and Elks Lodge No.
1585 of Mountainside.

Private services were arranged by
the Haeberle & Barth Colonial Home
in Union.

April 4, 2002

Robert D. Nixdorff, 35, of
Westfield died on Monday, March
25, at Rahway Hospital after another
car collided with his automobile in
Linden.

Born in Summit, he had lived in
Garwood from 1993 until 1997, when
he relocated to Westfield.

Mr. Nixdorff was the owner of
Nixdorff and Associates, CPA, in
Linden, an accounting firm he
founded in 1999.

He was awarded a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Accounting from
Kean University in Union in 1990
and earned his Certified Public Ac-
countant license in 1997.

He was a member of the AICPA,

the American Institute of CPAs.
Surviving are his wife, Carolyn

Nixdorff; his mother, Jenevieve
Rodriguez; his father and stepmother,
Frank and Edna Nixdorff; a brother,
Steve Nixdorff, and his grandpar-
ents, Josephine and Arthur Romano.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, April 1, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment was at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Mothers Against Drunk Driv-
ing, P.O. Box 425, Iselin 08830.

April 4, 2002

Judith A. Lubben Bell, 65, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, March
26, at University Hospital in New-
ark.

Born in Mount Kisco, N.Y., she
was a Westfield resident since 1954.

Mrs. Bell was employed as a
bookkeeper with McDonough,
Korn and Eichhorn in Springfield
for 22 years.

She was a member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Surviving are her husband, Rob-

ert J. Bell, Sr., former Deputy Po-
lice Chief of Westfield; a son, Rob-
ert J. Bell, Jr. of Charlotte, N.C.; a
daughter, Barbara A. Bell of Phila-
delphia, and a granddaughter.

A memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, April 6, at
St. Paul’s Church.

Arrangements are under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to a favorite
charity.

April 4, 2002

Norma L. Quinn, 87
Norma L. Quinn, 87, of Scotch

Plains died on Tuesday, March 19, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Brooklyn, she had lived in
Cranford, in Roselle Park for 40 years
and in Westfield before relocating to
Scotch Plains in 1995.

Mrs. Quinn had been an account-
ing clerk for the Mobay Chemical
Company in Union prior to retiring
in 1979.

Earlier, she had worked for the
First National Bank of Roselle for
many years.

She was a longtime volunteer at
Union Memorial Hospital.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, retired Roselle Park Police
Chief Thomas A. Quinn, in 1983; a
son, Terrence Quinn; two sisters, Else
Snyder and Margaret Phillips, and a
granddaughter.

The funeral was held on Tuesday,
March 26, from the Rossi Funeral
Home in Scotch Plains. Interment
took place at St. Gertrude’s Cem-
etery in Colonia.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Union Memorial Hospital or
to the Scotch Plains Volunteer Res-
cue Squad.

April 4, 2002

Anthony Brescia, 76, Crossing Guard;
Owner of Women’s Clothing Store

Buff Durr, Had Been Hospital Dietician;
Taught High School Home Economics

Shirley L. Dally, 77
Shirley L. Moffet Dally, 77, of

Parsippany died on Saturday, March
30, at the Beverwyck Nursing Home
in Parsippany.

Born in Westfield, she attended
Westfield public schools and moved
to Parsippany in 1958.

Mrs. Dally had been employed as
a clerical worker for Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of New Jersey in Florham
Park for five years before retiring in
1986.

She was a longtime member of the
Patterson Memorial Presbyterian
Church in West Orange.

Mrs. Dally also taught ceramics in
her home in Parsippany for many
years.

Surviving are her husband, Lyman
T. Dally, and a son, Lyman M. Dally
of South Orange.

A funeral service was held on Tues-
day, April 2, at the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

April 4, 2002

Buff Durr of Hampton, N.H., died
on Sunday, March 10, at the Westfield
home of her daughter.

Born in Lawrence, Mass., she had
lived in Westfield for many years
before relocating to Hampton in
1977. She also maintained a winter
residence in Florida.

A registered dietician of the Ameri-
can Dietetic Association, Mrs. Durr
had been employed as a therapeutic
dietician at St. Luke’s Hospital in
New York City.

She also worked at Muhlenberg
Hospital in Plainfield and Elizabeth
General Hospital, now Trinitas Hos-
pital, in Elizabeth.

Mrs. Durr was Head Dietician at
the Hospital Center at Orange in
New Jersey.

From 1966 to 1974, she taught
home economics at Columbia High
School in Maplewood, at which time
she was also a consulting dietician at
the Westfield Convalescent Center
and the Geriatric Hospital in
Bellville.

She graduated from Lawrence
High School in 1940 and from
Simmons College in Boston in 1944.
She received her Master of Science
Degree in hospital dietetics from
Ohio State University in 1946.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, William A. Durr, in 1971.

Surviving are a son, William A.
Durr; a daughter, Susan Durr-Brenan;
five grandchildren and a great-grand-
son.

A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Sunday, April 7, at the
United Methodist Church in Hamp-
ton, N.H.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that memorial donations,
if desired, be made to the United
Methodist Church Building Fund,
525 Lafayette Road, Hampton, N.H.
03842.
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Anthony J. Brescia, 76, of
Westfield died on Saturday, March
30, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Clark prior to moving to Westfield
25 years ago.

Mr. Brescia was the owner of Sub-
urban Showcase, a women’s cloth-
ing store in Clark, for 18 years.

He was also a crossing guard for
the Westfield Police Department for

nine years.
Mr. Brescia was a United States

Army veteran of World War II.
He was predeceased by a brother,

John Brescia.
Surviving are his wife, Antoinette

Ricca Brescia; a son, Michael
Brescia; a daughter, Doreen Capone;
two sisters, Katherine Orango and
Maria Moore, and two grandchil-
dren.

A Mass was offered on Tuesday,
April 2, at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, fol-
lowing the funeral from the Galante
Funeral Home in Union. Interment
was at Hollywood Memorial Park in
Union.

April 4, 2002

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford/Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL

DIRECTORS

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., Fred H. Gray, Jr. Mgr. • 233-0143

CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

• FRED H. GRAY, JR. • WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER

• DALE SCHOUSTRA • DAVID J. CRABIEL

We appreciate

our neighbors
Like you, we appreciate having good neighbors. That's why we also

do our best to be good neighbors.

As established members of the Westfield business community, we
understand the security of dealing with people you know, people you trust!
We've built our reputation on this trust.

For over 100 years, we've provided area families with sound advice
and caring service at times of personal loss. We believe we help the most
by listening and providing choices.

We hope you remember you can turn to us in times of need. You can
also talk to us about planning ahead... removing this burden from the
minds of others. Please call us or stop by.
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524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine

MONUMENTS
MARKERS

MAUSOLEUMS
Lettered • Cleaned

Tim Doerr
Bruce Bauer

(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

Cynthia Oberhand, 58, Was Nurse
At Overlook Hospital for Many Years

Thomas Wight, Jr., Owned Business;
Had Chaired Recreation Committee

Cynthia Oberhand, 58, of Westfield
died on Thursday, March 28, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in Maplewood, she had lived
in Summit before relocating to

Westfield 24 years ago.
Mrs. Oberhand had been a nurse at

Overlook Hospital for many years.
She attended the Mary Hitchcock

School of Nursing at Dartmouth
College and the Overlook Hospital
School of Nursing.

She was a member of the Overlook
Hospital Foundation, a volunteer with
the Gay Men’s Health Crisis in New
York City and founder of the Emanuel
Oberhand Memorial Scholarship
Fund at the Summit Jewish Commu-
nity Center in memory of her late
father-in-law.

Surviving are her husband, Dr.
Robert I. Oberhand; a son, Christo-
pher Johnsen; a daughter, Holly
Johnsen; a stepson, Bruce Oberhand;
a stepdaughter, Debra Mizrahi, and a
grandchild.

A memorial service was held on
Monday, April 1, at the Grand Sum-
mit Hotel in Summit. Interment was
to take place in Vermont.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Valerie Fund, Children’s Cen-
ter, Overlook Hospital, 33 Overlook
Road, Suite 211, Summit 07902.
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Thomas Herbert Wight, Jr., 90, of
Westfield died on Sunday, March 31,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he was a
resident of Westfield since 1920.

Mr. Wight had owned his own
management consulting business,
Thomas H. Wight Company in
Westfield, for more than 50 years.
He retired at the age of 89 in 2001.

A member of the Westfield Recre-
ation Committee for more than 25
years, he was also Chairman of the
committee for several years.

He was instrumental in organizing
Little League baseball, football and
wrestling in Westfield. Mr. Wight
additionally was a 50-year member
of the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield.

He was predeceased by his first
wife, Margaret Wight, and by a grand-
son, Edward Malcolm Quigley, Jr.

Surviving are his wife of 20 years,

Lois Welch McCoy Wight.
Surviving are two daughters, Robin

Wight and Margaret Webb; two sons,
Douglas Wight and David Wight; six
grandchildren and two great-grand-
children.

A memorial service will be held at
1 p.m. on Saturday, April 6, in the
Chapel of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield 07091.
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Eva Reinsprecht, 75
Eva Rausch Reinsprecht, 75, of

Scotch Plains died on Wednesday,
March 27, at her home.

Born in Yugoslavia, she lived in
Scotch Plains since 1956.

Mrs. Reinsprecht had been em-
ployed for many years at Glasstetters
Bakery in Scotch Plains prior to re-
tiring.

She was a member of the Rosary
Altar Society of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains; the Catholic Golden
Agers of Scotch Plains and the
Deutscher Club of Clark.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Stefan Reinsprecht, in 1993.

Surviving are a son, Rudolph
Reinsprecht; a grandchild and a great-
grandchild.

A Mass was offered on Tuesday,
April 2, at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church, following the fu-
neral from the Rossi Funeral Home
in Scotch Plains. Interment was at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to JFK Haven Hospice, 80
James Street, Edison 08818.

April 4, 2002

Luan Gerveshi, 47
Luan Gerveshi, 47, of Scotch Plains

died on Tuesday, March 26, at Rob-
ert Wood Johnson University Hospi-
tal in New Brunswick.

Born in Amersham,
Buckinghamshire, England, he had
lived in London and then in Westfield
for two years before moving to Scotch
Plains in 1984.

Mr. Gerveshi was employed as a
sales manager for Engelhard in Iselin
for the past 22 years.

He graduated from Imperial Col-
lege in London with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Chemical Engi-
neering.

Surviving is his wife, Christine
Hand Gerveshi; a son, Alexander
Gerveshi of Scotch Plains; a daugh-
ter, Carina Gerveshi of Scotch Plains;
his father, Bardhyl Gerveshi, and a
sister, Heidi Sherwood.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Monday, April 1, at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains. Cremation
was private.

Arrangements were handled by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Brain Tumor
Association, 2720 River Road, Des
Plaines, Ill. 60018.

April 4, 2002

William Axt, 42
William Axt, 42, of Linden died

on Thursday, March 28, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Born in Clark, he had lived most of
his life in Fanwood prior to moving
to Linden two years ago.

Mr. Axt was employed as a correc-
tions officer for Union County in
Elizabeth for the past six years.

He was a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Surviving are his wife, Laura Axt;
a son, William Axt, Jr. of Madison; a
daughter, Amanda Axt of
Hillsborough; his parents, Carl and
Angela Axt of Fanwood; a sister,
Lisa Fleissner of Fanwood, and a
brother, Donald Bucca.

A Funeral Mass was offered yes-
terday, Wednesday, April 3, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements were handled by the
Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch Plains.

April 4, 2002

Andrew M. Zampella, Sr., 87, Veteran;
Decorated For Bravery in World War II
Andrew M. Zampella, Sr., 87, of

Stirling died on Friday, March 22, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Plainfield, he had lived in
Edison before moving to Stirling 13
years ago.

Mr. Zampella had been employed
in the warehouse at Mack Truck in
Bridgewater prior to retiring. Ear-
lier, he had worked for B and E
Landscaping in Watchung.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he served as a medic
and was awarded the Bronze Star
with two oak leaf clusters for brav-
ery.

He was a member of the Longhill
Senior Citizens, the Italian-Ameri-
can Club in North Plainfield and the
Holy Name Society at St. Bernard’s
Roman Catholic Church in Plainfield.

Surviving are his wife, Josephine

Cortese Zampella; two sons, George
R. Zampella of Crofton, Md. and
Andrew M. Zampella, Jr. of Edison;
a daughter, Olympia “Lynn” Lang of
Warren; three sisters, Mary Martino
of Spring Hill, Fla., Catherine Toth
of Plainfield and Donetta Buono of
South Plainfield; three brothers,
Nicholas Zampella of Scotch Plains,
Anthony Zampella of North
Plainfield and Phillip Zampella of
Springfield; eight grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren.

Services were held on Monday,
March 25, from the Valley Memorial
Funeral Home in Gillette. A Mass
followed at St. Vincent De Paul Cem-
etery in Stirling.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Long Hill Senior Citi-
zens, P.O. Box 385, Gillette 07933.

April 4, 2002
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Penny Project Continues
To Aid Victims of Sept. 11

Westfield Parent-Teacher Committee to Hold
Ninth Annual Awareness Expo on April 18

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Par-
ent-Teacher Council/Special Educa-
tion Committee will hold its ninth
annual “Awareness Expo” on Thurs-
day, April 18, at 7:15 p.m. at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, 301
Clark Street, Westfield.

The program includes a two, one-
hour “break out” type sessions, cov-
ering an assortment of child-related
topics. The expo is open to the pub-
lic, and is offered free of charge.

This year’s topics and speakers
include:

•“Bullying & Teasing,” Lisa
Falcone, President and Co-Founder
of Increase the Peace, Inc. Ms.
Falcone will look at the characteris-
tics of bullying behavior, profiles of
bullies and victims, the impact of
adult attitudes, and success of inter-
vention strategies.

•“Hands on Math, Math on Hands,”
Stephanie Altman and Cathy Becker,
Elementary School Special Educa-
tion Teachers. The speakers will
present a “multisensory” approach
to teaching math, including a dem-
onstration of “Touch Math,” an af-
fective technique used for mastering
basic computation.

•“Current Trends in ADHD, Au-
tism, and Bipolar Disorder,” Dr.
Lewis Milrod, Pediatric Neurologist.
Dr. Milrod will discuss the ADHD,
MTA trial, new medications, latest
studies, autism, PDD, review of cri-
teria, genetics, medications, bipolar
disorder, pediatric spectrum, how to
recognize and how to treat.

•“Occupational Therapy: Not Just
Handwriting,” Lynn Murphy, Amy
McKenna, and Mary Forman, Regis-
tered Occupational Therapists. The
speakers will discuss the role of oc-
cupational therapy in identifying de-
velopmental delays in young chil-
dren, including issues involving the
fine motor, visual-motor, and sen-
sory processing skills.

•“Talking Technology,” Jonathan
Klausner, President, and Buddy
Schreiber, Computer Vision & Voice.
They will offer a demonstration of
available technology designed for
individuals with physical, cognitive,
learning or sensory disabilities.

•“Epilepsy in School-Age Chil-
dren,” Stacey Chillemi, Author of
“Epilepsy: You’re Not Alone.” Ms.
Chillemi will discuss educational,
social and emotional challenges fac-
ing children with epilepsy, with an
emphasis on what teachers, class-
mates and other parents should know
about seizures.

•“Learning to Read, Reading to
Learn,” David G. Katz, New Jersey
Chapter President, International Dys-

lexia Association. An introduction to
dyslexia, including the warning signs,
affect on learning, and remedial ap-
proaches designed to prevent aca-
demic failure, will be analyzed.

The Special Education Commit-
tee is a sub-committee of the
Westfield Parent-Teacher Council
and acts as a support network, an
information resource and as a watch-
dog on issues concerning special
education.

The expo is held in conjunction
with the committee’s annual
fundraiser for the Katherine E.
Cuthbertson Memorial Fund, so
named in honor of a little Westfield
girl with severe disabilities who over-
came significant obstacles to be one
of the first fully “included” childrenWESTFIELD – As the Westfield

Board of Education vehicles rounded
up the penny-filled water bottles for
delivery to the United Fund of
Westfield, the community’s effort in
helping the victims of September 11
was evident.

Over 2,500 students in all nine
public elementary schools in
Westfield donated their pennies

to the project, which was co-
sponsored by Westfield’s United
Fund and the Parent-Teacher
Council.

The water bottles for the project
were contributed by the Culligan
Water Company, and wagons placed
in each school for placement of the
bottles were donated by parents and
the Imaginarium in town.

Maloney and Shulman
Placed on Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Ithaca College in

Ithaca, N.Y. has reported that
Westfield residents Tyler Maloney
and Lacey Shulman have been named
to the Dean’s List.

Tyler, a member of the Class of
2003, is a graduate of Oratory Prepa-
ratory School. He is concentrating
his studies in sports information and
communications at Ithaca.

Lacey, a graduate of Westfield
High School, is majoring in occupa-
tional science/OT at Ithaca. She is a
member of the Class of 2002.

THE COUNT IS IN…Counting the bottles from the Penny Project, pictured,
left to right, are: back row, David Kabakow, Sam McKeown and Rachel Rickles
of Franklin Elementary School; and front row, United Fund of Westfield Penny
Project Coordinator Darielle Walsh, Sherri Haber of Imaginarium, Franklin
fifth grader Dara Silverman and Cara Price and Eric Devlin of Culligan.
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Union County Honors Vocational-Technical
School Pupils During Nat’l’ Education Week

HONORED...The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders recently praised students and educators from the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools for the role they play in the area’s educational system. Pictured, left to right, are:
Union County Vocational-Technical Schools pupil Brian Mench of Westfield, Union County Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo,
Union County Magnet High School

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
joined the national celebration of Vo-
cational Education Week in February
by honoring students and educators
from the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools for the role they
play in the area’s educational system.

Seven pupils from the Vocational-
Technical High School and Union
County Magnet High School, as well

as Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Thomas Bistocchi, received official
resolutions from the freeholder board,
citing their work as an “invaluable
and irreplaceable learning tool.”

“The Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools are proud to be
part of the educational training pro-
cess that has started many, many
thousands of individuals on their way
to rewarding and productive careers,”

the resolution stated.
The resolutions were awarded on

March 7 at the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders meeting at
the County Administration Building
in Elizabeth.

Over 850 high school students from
Union County attend the share-time
Vocational-Technical High School and
the four-year Magnet High School,
which are both located in Scotch Plains.

Montclair State Univ.
Places Fanwoodians
On Fall Dean’s List

FANWOOD – The Office of Pub-
lic Information at Montclair State
University in Upper Montclair has
revealed that Fanwood residents Jen-
nifer A. Blauth and Brian D. Rogalin
have been placed on the Dean’s List
for the fall 2001 semester.

Jennifer is majoring in human ecol-
ogy with a concentration in family
and child studies. Brian is unde-
clared.

Open House Activities On Tap
At Vocational-Technical HS

SCOTCH PLAINS – Parents and
students from Union County are in-
vited to learn more about the Union
County Vocational-Technical High
School and its programs during an
Open House on Thursday, April 18,
on the Raritan Road campus in
Scotch Plains.

The annual Open House will run
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. and will
include guided tours of all available
programs and facilities. The Open
House is designed to ensure parents
and students get a comprehensive
look at the Vocational-Technical
High School’s leading occupational
and skills training programs.

“The high school provides hun-
dreds of students with the hands-on
training they need to successfully
pursue careers in their chosen fields,”
stated Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Thomas Bistocchi.

“We invite every parent and stu-
dent in the county to attend the
Open House and learn more about
programs we offer,” he added.

The April 18 Open House will
include demonstrations of the latest

technologies in each of the school’s
instructional areas.

Auto Technology students will
highlight the latest in emissions test-
ing, while Culinary Arts pupils will
provide samples of gourmet spe-
cialties from the school’s bake shop.
Students participating in the Graphic
Communications program will dem-
onstrate the latest in desktop pub-
lishing.

In addition to refreshments, all
visitors will be invited to shop in the
school’s World Supermarket, take
advantage of blood pressure screen-
ing administered by the Allied
Health program, visit the green-
houses in the Horticulture program,
and enjoy pampering from students
enrolled in the Cosmetology pro-
gram.

For more information regarding
the April 18 Open House and the
Vocational-Technical High School
programs, please call the Day Ad-
missions Office at (908) 889-8288,
extension no. 340 or 341, or visit the
school website at
www.ucvts.tec.nj.us.

THE STUDENT VIEW
The wThe wThe wThe wThe weekly column written beekly column written beekly column written beekly column written beekly column written by local high school studentsy local high school studentsy local high school studentsy local high school studentsy local high school students

Learning for the Sake
Of Standardized Testing

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s been proven. There is such a
thing as over-testing, and New Jer-
sey has done it. Between elementary
school and high school graduation,
students are given every standard-
ized test from the Iowa Tests of Basic
Skills (ITBS) to the GEPAs (Grade
Eight Proficiency Assessments) to
the HSPTs (High School Placement
Tests).

One would think that by the 11th
grade a student has sufficiently
proven his (or her) level of profi-
ciency in math and language arts.

But in the midst of junior year, when
students are busy worrying about AP
(Advanced Placement) tests and
SATs and college visits, New Jersey
students are taken out of the class-
room for a three-day testing period
to determine their overall level of
literacy and mastery of basic math.

Wait, it gets better. These tests are
only practice tests to prepare stu-
dents for the real HSPTs. After the
actual tests are over, schools are al-
lowed to resume a normal schedule
for a few weeks before administer-
ing an HSPT field test to experiment
new test questions and sections.

To the incredulous readers out
there, this is not a joke. But some-
body should let the New Jersey De-
partment of Education know that,
since they are currently in the pro-
cess of looking for new and im-
proved standardized tests to inflict (I
mean administer) to state schools in
years to come.

This correlates nicely with the pro-
posed Bush Education Bill, which
calls for standardized testing for all
American students each year, start-
ing in the third grade.

President George W. Bush’s feel-
ing is that nationwide standardized
testing will keep better tabs on stu-
dents and school systems. However,
there are those who would disagree.
Bill Wetzel, founder of the Students
Against Testing organization, said of
today’s education, “...it’s just learn-
ing for the sake of testing.” This
feeling is shared by many students
and educators throughout the coun-
try.

Today, students are plagued by the
mentality that every word read or
heard in a classroom must be memo-
rized for an ensuing test. Tests ask
for cold, hard facts. So naturally
that’s all students care about. An “A”
on a test means and “A” in the class,
which means a high GPA, which
leads to college acceptance.

And when you add in these stan-
dardized wastes of time, the testing
frenzy reaches a whole new level of
ludicrousness. Most states require
students to pass some type of exit
exam to graduate high school.

For example, every high school
junior in this state must pass the
HSPT as a graduation requirement.
This seems reasonable. When ad-
ministered in moderation, a stan-
dardized test at the high school level
can provide a fair measurement of
students’ general knowledge and aca-
demic achievement.

However, state officials reportedly
want to increase testing at the third
and fourth grades. What’s next, a
nationwide standardized coloring
exam for kindergartners?

Students can’t be expected to per-
form well in school if their learning
is constantly being assessed by exam
after exam. Testing every few years
may be helpful in evaluating schools
and students. But honestly, is all this
testing really necessary?

in the state.
Each year, the fund provides for

a limited number of monetary
awards to eligible Westfield High
School seniors. Unlike academic
scholarships, this award recognizes
the student’s personal achievement
and growth through both their
schooling and outside activities.
The fund also provides for free
educational programs for parents
and teachers.

For more information about the
expo, the Parent-Teacher Council/
Special Education Committee, or to
make a donation to the Katherine E.
Cuthbertson Memorial Fund, please
call (908) 789-7523 or (908) 233-
2050 or visit www.westfieldnj.com/
specialeducation.

Kent Place School
P roudly Presents Speakers Series 2002

Leadership and 
A m e r i c a ’s Future 
in Space
A lecture by former 
U.S. Astronaut Sally Ride

T h u r s d a y, May 2, 2002 • 7:30 p.m.
Kent Place School Field House
42 Norwood Avenue, Summit, NJ 

Tickets $20/ a d u l t s
$10/students with ID

For event and ticket purchase inform a t i o n
please call (908) 273-0900 ext. 231 
or visit Kent Place online at 
w w w. k e n t p l a c e . o rg

The Only Place for Comics!

Little Shop of Comics
356 Park Ave
Downtown
Scotch Plains
908-322-9402
Open 7 Days a Week

SportsCards,Action Figures,Gaming and More!

Edison School to Host
‘Marches On’ Program

WESTFIELD – Over 225 middle
school students and their adult men-
tors from middle schools across
northern New Jersey will gather at
Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield on Wednesday, April 10,
to explore issues of diversity, toler-
ance and safety in their schools and
communities.

“Marches On” brings students in-
volved in NJPTP, developed by the
Princeton Center for Leadership
Training and sponsored by the De-
partment of Health and Senior Ser-
vices since 1997.

At 9:30 a.m., there will be a “Large
Group Welcome.” Twenty minutes
later, NJPTP students will offer spe-
cial presentations. At 12 noon, “Ex-
ploring Issues of Diversity and Com-
munity – Part I” will be held, fol-
lowed by “Part II.”

The program is being implemented
in 130 middle schools, which repre-
sent urban, suburban, and rural dis-
tricts from all 21 counties in New
Jersey. NJPTP trains middle school
pupils in leadership skills, group fa-
cilitation, problem solving, and pre-

vention issues.
NJPTP student leaders then out-

reach to their peers over the course of
the school year through interactive,
engaging, student-led workshops.

Over the course of the day, stu-
dents will have the opportunity to
showcase the work they are doing in
their schools and learn about preven-
tion work that is happening in other
schools. Students and adults will also
experience a new prevention module
focused on exploring issues of diver-
sity and community.

The objectives of this activity are
to increase awareness of multicultural
issues that affect attitudes and be-
haviors and to develop a common
vision on how to embrace, enhance,
and build on strengths regarding di-
versity issues.

Across New Jersey, approximately
700 middle school students will par-
ticipate in “Marches On,” as this
event is also being hosted in central
New Jersey by Millstone Township
Middle School in Millstone, and in
southern New Jersey by Centeron
Country Club in Pittsgrove.

TRIBAL TRADE…When studying Native Americans, particularly the Leni
Lenape Indian tribe in the area, third graders from Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield participated in a trade fair at school, which once brought
tribes together. Students brought handcrafted items to school, such as
stationary, bookmarks, pressed flowers, and key chains, that were traded for
others with their classmates. Pictured, above, Jesse DeMartino talks trade
with Tom Kowalski.

See it all in Color!
See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Recent Home Sales

Westfield
Meesercola Bros. Building Co.,

Inc. to Tammy D’Amore, 1204 Pros-
pect Street, $900,000.

Frieda Ruzansky to Westfield
Prime Properties, LLC, 574
Cumberland Street M/A, 659 Wil-
low Grove Road, $350,000.

David T. Lorna Palmer to Brenda
Schoolfield Drummonds, 515 Trin-
ity Place M/A: 519 Trinity Place,
$278,000.

Albert J. Sabini to Billee R. Kiley,
515 Trinty Place, $289,900.

Fred Diiorio and Mary Porchetta
to Jewel Real Estate Associates, LLC,
122-126 Sussex Street, $1,175,000.

Anthony and Tammy D’Amore to
Thomas and Stephanie Walsh, 62
Nomahegan Drive, $523,500.

Roy and Eileen Coxson to Daniel
P. and Jody K. Read, 1231 Boule-
vard, $630,000.

Kevin and Carol Hynes to Makota
and Yuko Miwa, 4 North Wickom
Drive, $339,000.

Joseph and Patricia Badala to

Christopher and Amy Gaffney, 627
Chestnut St. North, $441,000.

David and Melissa Lerner to Rob-
ert and Jean Martino, 425 Baker Ave.,
$479,000.

Susan L. Hoyt and Charles N. Hess,
Jr. to Michael S. and Felice Adamcik,
43 Woodbrook Circle, $345,000.

Brian H. and Alice F. Marcy to
Joseph Vaszily, 1010 Grandview Ave.,
$337,500.

Catherine F. and Kenneth W.
Stringer to Paul and Sheila Rippe,
949 Wyandotte Trail, $950,000.

Jacqueline F. and Stephen S. Rose
to Glenn and Linda Maggio, 260
Walnut St., $273,000.

David and Tracy Shankman to
Frank D. Isoldi, 831 Stevens Ave.,
$419,000.

Subhash and Roopa Makhija to
Christopher and Meredith Love, 922
Ripley Ave., $305,000.

Benjamin J. Harraden to Lester
Boehm t/a F.T. Enterprises, 62
Mohawk Trail, $325,000.

GOLDEN ACHIEVEMENT…Eagle Scout Alex Leong of Boy Scout Troop No.
72 in Westfield recently received the Gold Palm Award, for having continued
in scouting after achieving the highest rank. To earn this honor, an Eagle must
complete an additional 10 merit badges and continue to live by the Scout Oath
and Law and follow the Scouting path.

Eagle Scout Alex Leong
Earns Gold Palm Award

WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
No. 72, the “Pack and Paddle Troop,”
held its quarterly Court of Honor
Ceremony February 25 at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

Among the many scouts who re-
ceived recognition for their rank ad-
vancement was Eagle Scout Alex
Leong, who was honored at the cer-
emony with the Eagle Gold Palm
Award.

The rank of Eagle is the highest
level attainable in Boy Scouts. In
addition to rising up through the six

lesser ranks, with all their require-
ments being accomplished, the Eagle
Scout must complete at least 21 Merit
Badge classes taught by adult coun-
selors, dealing with such topics as
citizenship, family, the world and
community.

On the way to achieving Eagle
Scout rank, the candidate must also
serve his troop in a leadership role
and ultimately perform a commu-
nity service project.

The Gold Palm Award is bestowed
upon those Eagle Scouts who con-
tinue on in scouting and complete an
additional 10 merit badges. It recog-
nizes Eagles who continue to live by
the Scout Oath and Law and follow
the Scouting path.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Expect The BestExpect The BestExpect The Best

WESTFIELD $489,000
Wonderfully appointed 3 Bedroom 2 full Bath Cape Cod nestled on beautifully
landscaped property with gleaming hardwood floors.  Featuring a Living Room
with fireplace; Formal Dining Room; brand new Kitchen with breakfast island;
first floor Family Room; 3 season porch; Recreation Room and more!  Just a
hop skip and a jump to Washington School and convenient to downtown.  A
must see.  Call Frank D. Isoldi directly at 908-301-2038.  (WSF6169)

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club 1993-2001
Gold Level 1999 - 2001

(908) 301-2038 Direct Line

Westfield Office ��209 Central Avenue ��(908) 233 - 5555

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-16414-01

EASTERN AMERICAN MORTGAGE
CO., PLAINTIFF vs. TINA WHITFIELD,
DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 03, 2002 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 24TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.

The judgment amount is TWO-HUN-
DRED TWENTY EIGHT THOUSAND
ONE-HUNDRED FIFTY THREE & 95/100
($228,153.95).

The property to be sold is located in the
TOWN of WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 122 CACCIOLA
PLACE f/k/a 122 PARK STREET, WEST-
FIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax Lot No. 5 in Block No. 4001
Dimension of Lot: approximately 51.20

feet wide by 125.00 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Stirling Place F/k/

a Par Place
Situated at a point on the southeasterly

sideline of Cacciola Place f/k/a Park Street
distance approximately 75 feet southwest-
erly from its intersection with the southwest-
erly sideline of Stirling Place f/k/a Par Place.

There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED FIFTY SIX THOUSAND
SEVENTY FOUR & 16/100 ($256,074.16)
together with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-756480 - (WL)
4 T - 3/28, 4/4, 4/11
& 4/18/02 Fee: $197.88

YMCA Posts Itinerary
For Healthy Kids Day

SCOTCH PLAINS – Children and
their parents are invited to attend
Healthy Kids Day on Saturday, April
13, from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, located at
1340 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Healthy Kids Day, open to YMCA
members and non-members alike,
will feature various activities and
demonstrations in the areas of safety,
health, athletics and fitness. There
is no admission charge.

The pool will be available all
afternoon for open swim, so fami-
lies are encouraged to bring their
bathing suits and towels.

A Gymnastic Obstacle Course will
also be offered, as well as many
sports activities, including soccer
skills, a football toss and basketball
games, conducted by Scotch Plains
Boy Scout Troop No. 111.

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment will present DARE informa-
tion, plus Child Identification and
Stranger Awareness programs.

Union County Fire Prevention will
provide a Smokehouse, which illus-
trates the proper way to exit a burn-
ing building. The Scotch Plains Res-
cue Squad will be on hand for tours
of an ambulance and the Union
County Police Department will con-
duct child safety seat inspections.

Prevent Blindness will offer visual
screening and Scotch Plains Speech

and Hearing will provide auditory
screening. Scoliosis screening and
information on dental care and im-
munizations will be offered as well.

An infant masseuse, fitness dem-
onstrations, healthy snacks, prizes,
face painting and an arts and crafts
table are also among the planned
activities. In addition, the first 100
children to attend will receive a
special gift.

For more information on Healthy
Kids Day, please call the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA at (908) 889-
8880.

COLDWELL BANKER

REALTOR® © 2001 Coldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Independently Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Some people think just any real estate company will do. Others expect more.

*For the second year in a row, coldwellbanker.com
earns Forbes “Best of the Web” designation.

Concierge Services  800.353.9949 � Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services  877.201.3277 � Global Relocation Services  877.384.0033 � Previews International Estates Division  800.575.0952

www.nymetro.coldwellbanker.com www.coldwellbanker.com*

Denotes
Open House

Westfield    209 Central Avenue    908.233.5555

����������	
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-Since 1906-

PLAINFIELD $249,900
Sleepy Hollow Cape.  3 Bedrooms, 2 full
Baths, Florida Rooms, deck, fireplace and
more.  WSF6173

CRANFORD $589,000
Exceptional quality throughout.  4 Bedrooms, 3.1
Baths, marble entry, vaulted ceiling, fish pond,
hot tub and more.  WSF6184

CRANFORD $499,000

WESTFIELD $1,949,000

Newly builty luxurious, traditional Centerhall Co-
lonial in a premier location.  5 Bedrooms, 4 fire-
places, library and 4.2 Baths.  WSF6104

WESTFIELD $799,000

Lots of living and entertaining space in this
10 room home.  5 Bedrooms, Master Suite,
Game Room, Central Air Conditioning, hot tub
& more. WSF6111

Fully reconstructed Colonial.  4 Bedrooms, 3
Baths, Master Suite, Formal Dining Room, Eat
In Kitchen and more.  WSF0138

WESTFIELD $469,000

Renovated Colonial.  New gourmet Kitchen,
updated Baths, large Family Room.  WSF6110

Westfield Y to Sponsor
Basketball Game

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Y,
located at 220 Clark Street, will
sponsor a benefit basketball game
on Saturday, April 20, at 7 p.m. to
fund a community youth program.

The Westfield Community Bas-
ketball Team, comprised of indi-
viduals within the Westfield com-
munity, will play the radio station
WBLS Sureshots at Westfield High
School.

Tickets are $5 for children age
13 and under and $7 for adults and
may be purchased through the
Westfield Y. For more information,
please call Doreen Thaxton at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 268.
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SCIENCE IS FUN…Brownie Troop No. 211 from Washington Elementary
School in Westfield, pictured above, recently enjoyed an overnight stay of
exploration and fun at the Liberty Science Museum in Jersey City.

CLASSIFIEDSSmall, growing Springfield
manufacturing company seeks
in house customer service Rep.
to handle computer order entry,
requests for catalogues/
samples, with some admin-
istrative work. Good verbal and
written communications skills
required. Pleasant, friendly &
clean work environment. Prefer
married woman, with college
degree. 35 - 40 hrs. 5 days per
week, M - F.
Call Dave at 973-379-8844 or
Fax reply to 973-379-0081.

��������	���
���

�������

CHILD CARE

Polish woman is looking for a
Child Care position eventual light
house cleaning. Car & Refer-
ences available. Call Betty at
(908) 720-8880 or email
beata1ger@aol.com

HELP WANTED

Driving Range/Bag Rm Attendant,
Seasonal FT/PT Position includes
duty on driving range, club stor-
age area and other member ser-
vices. Must have professional ap-
pearance and be service oriented.
$7/hr + meals and other privi-
leges. Contact Dave Preacher
at (908) 757-1800 ext. 3664

FOR SALE

Maclaren Vogue 2000 Stroller
for Sale - navy blue, 5pt har-

ness, rain cover included.
Asking $125.00.

Call Annette at (908) 232-4223

GARAGE/YARD SALE

Westfield - Redeemer School
229 Cowperthwaite Place
Tag Sale - large variety

9am - 3pm, Saturday, April 13
Rain or Shine.

HELP WANTED - AUTO

CLERICAL
We are seeking a self-motivated,
responsible individual for accounts
rec./pay. + various other office
duties.  Must be willing to learn.
Office exper. necessary with
knowledge of computers.  Mail
resume to Personnel  P.O. Box
2879, Westfield, NJ 07091.

AUTO FOR SALE

1992 HONDA ACCORD LX
4-DOOR, BLUE, 147K

$3,500
(908) 233-5089

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD - Oversized 2 car
garage, ideal for storage.
Immediate availability. Safe,
secure location. $295.00/m Call
Lori 973-397-3541 or evenings
973-540-1671.

OFFICE SUITES AVAILABLE

Westfield. Prime location, center
of town, in modern elevator build-
ing. High ceilings, palladian win-
dows. Adj parking and NY trains.
4,200 sq. ft. to divide.
email: RSSLKS2@aol.com

ph: (908) 561-3583

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for par-
ents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

FLOOR REFINISHING

Applied Wood
Refinishing & new floors.

900 types of wood.
VISA/MC

908-874-7179

HOUSE CLEANING

GET IT DONE RIGHT!
EXPERIENCE, QUALITY,

HONESTY!
LOCAL REFERENCES.

CALL 973-418-6550

CHILDCARE NEEDED
Childcare needed for four school-
age children in Westfield home.
Must speak English, have valid
driver’s license and good rapport
with children. Duties include light
housekeeping, light cooking and
transporting children to activities.
Experienced with references only.

Call Chris (908) 232-8416

HELP WANTED

Administrative Assistant to
Head of School and Director of
Admissions at highly regarded,
small independent school in Short
Hills, known for its innovative and
enriched curriculum. Personal
characteristics desired include
strong organizational and inter-
personal skills, efficiency, thor-
oughness, resourcefullness, flex-
ibility, and a sense of humor. Word
processing and computer skills
(Blackbaud Admissions, if pos-
sible) mandatory. Interested ap-
plicants should email or fax cover
letter and resume to Mary Wiener,
Head of School, Far Brook School
at mwiener@farbrook.org, fax
(973) 379-8830, and/or phone
(973) 379-3442.

HELP WANTED

Teachers, Assistant. (For sec-
ond grade and above.) THINK-
ING ABOUT GOING INTO OR
RETURNING TO TEACHING?
Unusual opportunity as part-time
or full-time Assistant Teacher in
second grade or upper elemen-
tary grade programs at a highly
regarded, small independent
school in Short Hills, known for its
innovative and enriched curricu-
lum. Qualities desired include
quick intelligence, creativity, flex-
ibility, resourcefulness, enthusi-
asm for hands-on activities, and
ability to relate well to young
people. Interested applicants
should email or fax cover letter
and resume to Matthew Gould,
Assistant Director, Far Brook
School at mgould@farbrook
.org, fax (973) 379-8830, and/or
phone (973) 379-3442.

HELP WANTED

Teacher, upper elementary
grades. RARE OPPORTUNITY
TO JOIN TEACHING STAFF at a
highly regarded, small indepen-
dent school in Short Hills, known
for its innovative and enriched cur-
riculum. Qualities desired include
previous teaching experience,
strong liberal arts background,
excellent writing and mathemati-
cal abilities, enthusiasm for intel-
lectual inquiry, creativity, resource-
fulness and ability to relate well to
young people. Interested appli-
cants should email or fax cover
letter and resume to Matthew
Gould, Assistant Director, Far
Brook School at mgould@far
brook.org, fax (973) 379-8830,
and/or phone (973) 379-3442.

ELDERLY CARE

Elderly Care Service provides
European trained live-ins. They
assist with personal care, house-
keeping and cooking.
973-827-6105 Ask for Barbara.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  385-2002
AWARDED TO: Matrix Environmental &

Geotechnical Services, 215 Ridgedale Av-
enue, Florham Park, New Jersey.

SERVICES: For the purpose of monitor-
ing and other activities required by NJDDEP
for the UST site in Watchung Reservation,
Mountainside.

COST: Not to exceed $54,805
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  388-2002
AWARDED TO: Harbor Consultants, Inc.,

320 North Avenue East, Cranford, New
Jersey.

SERVICES: To perform various land sur-
veying services for work associated with the
pending exchange of land between the
County of Union and the Township of Spring-
field (Meisel Park, Track No. 6 Subdivision).

COST: $17,600
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $24.48

History Societies to Hold
Annual Spring Assembly

WESTFIELD – The Planning
Committee for the Spring Assembly
of the Westfield history societies has
announced that the group’s annual
meeting will be held on Wednesday,
April 17, at 8 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street.
Introductory music will start at about
7:45 p.m.

The assembly is the yearly gather-
ing of the community’s four history
organizations, including the Genea-
logical Society of the West Fields,
the Miller-Cory House Museum Vol-
unteers, the Westfield Historical So-
ciety and the West Fields Chapter of
the Sons of the American Revolution
(S.A.R.).

The Miller-Cory House Museum
Volunteers will be the host associa-
tion this year, represented on the
committee by Pat D’Angelo. Other
committee members are Bob Miller
and Don Mokrauer of the Historical
Society, Richard Underhill of the

Genealogical Society and John
Lawson and Ken Hoover of S.A.R.

The feature presentation will be
followed by refreshments and the
public is invited to attend.

Teacher to Discuss
Spanish-American War

AREA – Larry Fuhro, a teacher of
American history at Cranford High
School, will speak on the Spanish-
American War at the Sunday, April 7
meeting of the Union County His-
torical Society, at 2:30 p.m. at the Dr.
Carl Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Mr. Fuhro’s talk will be illustrated
with artifacts he has collected from
the war. He is the co-author, with
Robert Fridlington, of Cranford I
and II of the “Images of America”
Series and of a book entitled “Union
County Yesterday,” published by the
Union County Cultural and Heritage
Committee.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  398-2002
AWARDED TO: Bradford Bury, Esq., 15

Prince Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To provide legal services

representing Captain Barry Migliore in the
matter entitled Virginia Fanelli v. Ralph
Froehlich, et al.

COST: Not to exceed $5,000
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  381-2002
AWARDED TO: Louis Berger, 100

Halsted Street, East Orange, New Jersey.
SERVICES: For the purpose of construc-

tion management and inspection for the
construction of four upgraded intersections
along South Avenue in Cranford.

COST: $57,556
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $21.93
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 
 209 Central Avenue, Westfield  07090 

908-233-5555 ext. 199  

  Experience, Trust, Reliability & Service 
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(908) 301-2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business (908) 233-5555 
209 Central Avenue,Westfield, NJ 07090     
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C o ld w e ll B an k e r 
Residential Brokerage 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday,
April 1, 2002 memorialized the following
Board action of March 4, 2002 re:

02-01(V) OMNIPOINT COMMUNICA-
TION, INC., (APPLICANT), L.
P. JACKSON, (OWNER), 264
PROSPECT STREET, BLOCK
2505, LOT 1. CONDITIONAL
USE APPROVAL – AP-
PROVED WITH CONDITIONS.

02-03(V) WESTFIELD PRIME PROPER-
TIES, L.L.C., 574
CUMBERLAND AVENUE,
BLOCK 2706, LOT 28.  APPLI-
CANT SEEKING MINOR SUB-
DIVISION – APPROVED WITH
CONDITIONS.

1 T - 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $19.38

KAY GRAGNANO
“Sales Associate”

Million Dollar Sales Club
Gold Level 1998 - 2001

“Customer Service is My Priority”

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday April 7th 1 - 4 PM
1539 Rahway Avenue, Westfield

Center Hall Colonial on generous lot (100’ x 135’).
Three Bedrooms, two Baths.  Den with vaulted ceiling,
and sliders to deck.  Additional Family Room.  Two car
attached  garage.  Newer roof and gas furnace.  $399,900.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Just Listed!

Classic Tradition lives on happily in this lovely
four Bedroom Colonial home.  Well proportioned
rooms brimming with charming artistry embody a
heartwarming spirit.  Refreshing and lighthearted
touches derived from hardwood floors, arched
entryways, moldings, and a slate roof pervade this
home.  A cordial Living Room with handsome
fireplace and formal Dining Room with corner
cabinets craft a marvelous entertainment ensemble.
Favorite family places are sure to be the cozy Den,
located off the Kitchen, and the sun filled Florida
room.  A desirable “Wychwood” cul-de-sac loca-
tion enhances the charisma of this outstanding all
brick home.  Offered at $895,000.

Time stands gloriously suspended in this magnifi-
cent Victorian home.  A testament to architectual
integrity, this residence preserves the graceful
period of the 1900’s.  Exquisite leaded glass
windows with stained glass center medallions are
featured in every room throughout the first floor,
as well as ornate moldings, framed hardwood
floors, and high ceilings.  The eleven rooms in-
cluded five Bedrooms, and 3 1/2 Baths, and a
newer Kitchen featuring custom cabinetry and
granite countertops.  A wrap-around porch, fenced
rear yard and a fabulous location, near so many
amenities, adds to the allure of this gracious
home.  Offered at $699.900.

For appointment call:
Carol Tener

2001 NJAR Gold Award
President’s Elite
Call Direct:

(908) 233-2243

Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue, W. • (908) 233-0065

See it all in Color! See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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You’re in good hands.

Subject to availability and qualifications.
Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company.  Bridgewater, New Jersey
© 2001 Allstate Insurance Company

RON BANSKY

908 301 0711

715 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

FREE PHONE with
any new activation
with carrying case,
car charger and
headset.

132 East Broad St.
Westfield,  N.J. 07090

(908) 789 - 5302
Mon - Wed, Fri: 9 a.m. -  6 p.m.

Thurs: 9 a.m. -  8 p.m.

Winter Sale
20% Off All Accessories

Sat: 10 a.m. -  6 p.m.

Free Nationwide
Long Distance

Included!

Annual Home Tour Slated
By Symphony Friends

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) invites the public to join them
on Saturday, May 4, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. for their 18th Annual Home
Tour, during which Westfield’s most
endearing residences will be opened
wide in welcome.

All funds raised will benefit the
WSO, as well as its educational out-
reach programs, which educate over
2,000 students through special con-
certs and master classes.

According to Sharon Zydney,
Chairwoman of the WSO Tour, “This
year’s emphasis in keeping with our
nation’s reflective mood, is on the
profounder pleasures of home cre-
ation.”

Featured during the tour are homes
which represent a variety of signa-
ture American styles and periods.

Deirdre Malacrea, President of the
WSO Friends, stated, “Each house
draws on its own inspiration, invit-

ing you in, making you happy to be
there and revealing great design ideas
along the way.”

Tour participants may enjoy live
music, free refreshments, a sale of
spring flowers and a raffle for gift
baskets filled with luxury merchan-
dise and services donated by area
businesses.

Tickets are $20 in advance or $25
on the day of the tour. Tickets are
available at Baron’s Drug Store,
Lancaster, Ltd. Coldwell Banker
Realtors, Weichert Realtors,
Burgdorff Realtors, Prudential New
Jersey Realty, The Town Bank of
Westfield, and other town locations.

The WSO, which is comprised of
professional musicians led by Mae-
stro David Wroe, is the Resident
Orchestra of Union County.

For more information on the Home
Tour or a schedule of WSO events,
please call (908) 232-9400 or visit
www.westfieldnj.com/wso.

Volunteers Are Sought
As Friend-Advocates
For Older Individuals
WESTFIELD – The Friend Ad-

vocate Program, which provides
advocacy and friendship to older
persons, will hold an orientation
and training program for volun-
teers on Thursday, April 18, at 6
p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

Kind and caring volunteers are
sought to assist older adults whose
friends and family are no longer
able or available to help with such
functions as arranging for ser-
vices, bill paying and compan-
ionship.

Volunteering can involve as
little as a few hours per month.
For information, please call (973)
680-5599.

‘Seniors In Motion’
Offers Equipment

To Seniors, Disabled
AREA – The “Seniors in Mo-

tion” program of New Jersey pro-
vides mobility equipment to se-
nior citizens and physically chal-
lenged individuals, usually at no
cost to the patient.

The equipment available
through this program includes
motorized and manual wheel-
chairs, scooters and other items.

The program features free in-
home evaluations and equipment
fittings. In addition, all paper-
work is completed by the “Se-
niors in Motion” staff, working
directly with the patient’s physi-
cian.

Equipment is delivered to the
patient by a rehabilitation repre-
sentative, with safety and opera-
tion instructions given.

For a “mobility needs” consul-
tation and free in-home evalua-
tion, please call (800) 594-1225.

Bone Density Test Among
Activities Set For Health Fair

Lupus Chapter Posts
Upcoming Meeting

AREA – The Union/Metro
County Branch of the Lupus Foun-
dation of America, New Jersey
Chapter will hold its monthly
meeting on Saturday, April 13, at
11 a.m. at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center, located at Park
Avenue and Randolph Road in
Plainfield.

The meeting will take place in
the Muhlenberg Room. Dr. Samir
Sutaria, a resident in internal medi-
cine at St. Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter in Livingston, will be the guest
speaker. The topic will be an-
nounced at the meeting.

The meeting is free and open to
the public. For further informa-
tion about the meeting or about
lupus, please contact the Founda-
tion office at 287 Market Street,
Elmwood Park 07407, or call (201)
791-7868.

Women’s Resource Center
Plans 10-Week Workshop

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Y,
located at 220 Clark Street, will offer
a low cost bone density screening on
Sunday, April 14, from noon to 3
p.m. during its annual Health Fair.

The purpose of the screening will
be to increase awareness of os-
teoporosis.

Global Medical Supplies, Inc. will
come to the Y and utilize the latest
Ultrasound technology to determine
an individual’s risk for osteoporosis,

as well as develop a personalized
bone density report. The cost of this
test is $40 and appointments are nec-
essary.

Osteoporosis is defined as a loss of
calcium from bones and affects more
than 25 million Americans. It has no
warning signs or symptoms.

For more information about this
test or the Health Fair, please call
Michael Johnson at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 251.

SUMMIT — The Women’s Re-
source Center, located at 31 Wood-
land Avenue in Summit, will offer a
10-week workshop entitled “Get-
ting Stronger – Beginning Running
for Women,” beginning Tuesday,
April 16.

Led by longtime runner and thera-
pist Joan Burns, the class is de-
signed to provide basic instruction
in running, along with support,
motivation and camaraderie. It will
be held on successive Tuesdays, from

9:30 to 11 a.m.
The goal is for participants to

increase their distance to three miles,
in slow increments, over 10 weeks.
The fee is $110 for members and
$130 for non-members.

Individuals are asked to register
by Friday, April 12, by calling the
Women’s Resource Center at (908)
273-7253. For information about
similar programs, please call the
center or visit
www.womensource.org.

GREAT DISCUSSIONS…The Westfield Area League of Women Voters (LWV) has announced that the Great Decisions
2002 discussion series of the Foreign Policy Association will resume this month. Pictured, left to right, are: Marianne
Kerwin, moderator, LWV; Joanne Hone, Coordinator; Barbara Gigon, President, Westfield Adult School; Ted Tanen
of the American Foreign Service Association; Gail Boothe, Vice-President, Westfield Adult School, and Merry Wisler,
President, LWV.

Great Decisions ’02 Series
To Resume This Month

WESTFIELD – The first half of the
Great Decisions 2002 discussion series
of the Foreign Policy Association has
been completed, with the remaining top-

ics to be covered this month.
Sponsored locally by the Westfield

Area League of Women Voters as a new
offering at the Westfield Adult School,
Great Decisions has been a nationwide
program of the Foreign Policy Associa-
tion since 1954.

Ted Tanen of the American Foreign
Service Association was the guest speaker
during the inaugural session. Mr. Tanen
served with the State Department and the
United States Information agency for 27
years in various countries in Europe,
Africa and southeast Asia.

In 1986, he formed Tanen Associates
to initiate and coordinate projects in in-
ternational exchange. He is currently
working as cultural advisor to the Mon-
golian ambassador to the United Na-
tions.

For information on the Great Deci-
sions program, please call (908) 232-
4050 or visit www.westfieldnj.com/
adultschool. Additional information on
the Westfield League of Women Voters is
available by calling (908) 654-8628 or
visiting www.westfieldnj.com/lwv.

Youth Symphony Schedules
April Concert in Westfield

WESTFIELD — Members of New
Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS),
Inc.’s youngest orchestra, Orchestral
String Training Ensemble (OSTE)
and its intermediate flute ensemble,
Flute Choir present a Spring Concert
Sunday, April 28, at 3 p.m.

Led by OSTE Conductor and Ar-
tistic Director Barbara H. Barstow
and Flute Choir Conductor Diana
Charos, the Sunday afternoon con-
cert is located at Edison Intermedi-
ate School in Westfield. Admission
is by door donation.

OSTE is the youngest ensemble
at NJYS, Inc. while Flute Choir
consists of intermediate flute play-
ers in grades 6 through 9.

The two ensembles will combine
to play Circle of Life composed by
Elton John from the hit Walt Disney
Picture The Lion King. OSTE’s por-
tion of the performance will in-
clude Sine Nomine, Overture in G
for Strings and Rondo Caprice.
Flute Choir will perform Quatuor
by P. Dubois, Jamaican Rhapsody
by Jerry Nowak and an Arioso from
J. S. Bach’s Cantata No. 156.

OSTE and Flute Choir are two of
seven ensembles at NJYS, Inc.,
which includes four orchestras, a
string-training ensemble and a flute
choir. New Jersey Youth Symphony
Inc. has been granted a citation of
Excellence by the New Jersey
Council on the Arts/Department of
State for 1997-2000 and 2001-2003.

BUSINESS DAY FOR STUDENTS…Seventeen Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students recently participated with
members of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club by visiting the offices of these businessmen and women for two hours.
Later, the students attended a luncheon and they reported on their experiences and what they learned from the visits.

Hypertension Clinic
On Tap for April 8

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold its
monthly Hypertension (high blood
pressure) Screening Clinic on Mon-
day, April 8, from 10 a.m. to noon in
the Community Room of the Scotch
Plains Public Library. There is no
charge.

The intent of the clinic is to iden-
tify new cases of high blood pres-
sure. Individuals who are over age 30
and who smoke or are overweight, or
who have a family history of heart
disease or diabetes and have not had
their blood pressure checked recently,
are urged to attend. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Brunch to Feature
Speaker on Holocaust
This Sunday, April 7

Subscribe Today:
(908) 232-4407

CRANFORD – The com-
bined Sisterhood Hadassah
Brunch will take place on Sun-
day, April 7, at 9:30 a.m. at
Temple Beth El Mekor
Chayim, located at 338 Wal-
nut Avenue in Cranford.

Guest speaker Edith Sobel,
a lecturer, journalist and com-
mentator, will discuss “From
Silence to Significance. What
is the Affect of the Role of the
Media in Depicting the Holo-
caust?”

A dairy brunch will be served
and all are invited.

Mollie Sperling and Greta
Polonitza are Co-Presidents of
the Sisterhood and Elaine
Savoia is President of
Hadassah. The Judaic Shop,
under the chairmanship of
Harriet Scheiner, will be open.

GLORIOUS HOMES...Some of Westfield’s most amazing residences will be
opened wide in welcome during the 18th Annual Tour of Notable Homes,
sponsored by The Friends of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO). The
group invites the public to join them on Saturday, May 4, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
during which  All funds raised will benefit the WSO and its educational outreach
programs, which educate over 2,000 pupils through concerts and master classes.
Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 on the day of the event. Tickets are available
at Lancaster, Ltd., Baron’s Drug Store, Coldwell Banker Realtors, Weichert
Realtors, Burgdorff Realtors, Prudential New Jersey Realty, The Town Bank of
Westfield, and other town locations. For more information, please call (908)
232-9400 or visit www.westfieldnj.com/wso.

St. Agnes Reveals
Golf Fundraiser

AREA — St. Agnes Roman Catho-
lic Church and School in Clark will host
its third annual golf fundraiser at the
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield
on Monday, May 6.

The event will kick off at 11 a.m.
Participants’ entry fee will include 18
holes of championship golf, a golf cart,
driving range, a patio lunch, golf course
refreshments, a deluxe cocktail and hors
d’oeuvre reception, locker facilities and
use of the clubhouse.

There will be three hole-in-one prizes,
a Harley Davidson motorcycle spon-
sored by Edison Harley Davidson in
Highland Park; a 2002 Mercury Moun-
taineer sponsored by Thomas Lincoln
Mercury in Westfield and a full-length
mink coat sponsored by Flemington
Furs.

There will be a Putt for $10,000 and a
Pot of Gold, as well as many other
prizes, raffles and auctions throughout
the day.

Participants may take advantage of
sponsorship opportunities, play golf, or
donate to the silent auction. For more
information, please call (732) 388-7852
by Monday, April 15.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Mayor and Council Members of the
Borough of Fanwood will be meeting with
the members of the Request For Quotations
Blue Ribbon Committee on Wednesday,
April 3, 2002, 8 P.M., to be held at Fanwood
Borough Hall, Mayor and Council Cham-
bers, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, to discuss the RFQ Redevel-
opment of Downtown Draft.

Official action may be taken.
Eleanor McGovern

Borough Clerk
1 T - 4/4/02, The Times Fee: $13.77

Area Students Awarded
At Syracuse University

AREA -- Jason Grunberg of
Mountainside and Craig Long of
Westfield have both received Syra-
cuse University scholarship in rec-
ognition of outstanding achieve-
ment. These seniors have been se-
lected to receive an award as part
of the University’s Senior Scholar-
ship Program for the 2001-2002
academic year.

Craig is a senior at the College of
Visual and Performing Arts. He
received the Jules G. and Ruth B.
Haft Scholarship.
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Dog, Cat Adoptions
Set This Weekend
AREA – People for Animals will

sponsor a “Paws in the Park” dog
adoption on Sunday, April 7, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Nomahegan
Park, located on Springfield Avenue
in Cranford (across from Union
County College).

Among the featured pets will be
“China,” a four-year-old, black Akita
mix who is spayed, current with
vaccinations and is housebroken.

She is described as a “people dog”
who bonds easily, is well-behaved
and walks well on a leash. However,
People for Animals said she would
be best in a home without other pets.

On Saturday, April 6, a pet adop-
tion will be held from 1 to 5 p.m. at
the PET VALU store, located at 300
South Avenue in Garwood, in the
Kings Shopping Center.

Pets offered for adoption will in-
clude “Tiger,” a seven-year-old,
brown classic tabby with white cat.
He is described as very people
friendly and used to living with other
cats. Due to a family situation, his
owner could no longer keep him.

For more information about pets
available for adoption, please call
(908) 688-1073 and press 8 for cat
adoption and 1 for dog adoption, or
visit www.pfa.petfinder.org on the
Internet.

County Freeholder Board Will Sponsor
Trout Derby for Children at Echo Lake

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders and the New-
ark Bait and Fly Casting Club will
host the 23rd Annual Trout Derby at
the Lower Echo Lake section of
Echo Lake Park, between
Mountainside and Westfield, from
April 20 to May 3, rain or shine.

The Derby was designed for chil-
dren 15 years of age and under. All
others must have a valid New Jersey
fishing license and trout stamp. This
friendly competition was created to
give city children the opportunity to
catch trophy-sized trout, since they
often can’t go to other parts of New
Jersey to do so.

“Amateur fishermen look forward
to this popular event, which com-
bines the excitement of a contest
with the relaxation of fishing,” said
Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, liai-
son to the Union County Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board. “Ap-
proximately 300 rainbows, brookys
and browns, 12 inches and larger,
will be delivered at about 8 a.m. on
April 20. Anyone who would like to
assist in stocking the lake for this
annual event is welcome.”

Fish caught on April 20 should be
weighed at the gazebo at the Lower
Echo Lake section of the park be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. All fish
that are caught between April 21
and May 3 should be taken to Sports-
man Outfitters, 1061 Raritan Road
(in the Clark Village Shopping Com-

ments to apply for vital services
through our outreach program,”
said Freeholder Rick Proctor, li-
aison to the Union County Advi-
sory Council on Aging. “These
services can supplement the ba-
sic needs of the isolated elderly
and sustain or improve their lives.”

Union County representatives
will be available Thursday, April
4, from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the
Garwood Firehouse, 415 South
Avenue, Garwood, to offer infor-
mation and provide assistance in
completing the necessary appli-
cations for a multitude of pro-
grams. Seniors can learn about
and apply for gas and electric
support (LIFE LINE), pharma-
ceutical assistance (PAAD), home
energy assistance (HEAP),
Supplemental Security Income
(SSI), counseling on health in-
surance for Medicare enrollees
(CHIME), and the SHARE Food
Program.

Staff members from the Divi-
sion on Aging and the Division of
Social Services will conduct pri-
vate interviews on request. A bi-
lingual staff person will be
present.

For further information on the
Outreach Services Program and
other programs offered by the
Division on Aging, call the
division’s toll-free number: 1-
888-280-8226.

Library Friends Book Sale
To Kick Off on Tuesday

WESTFIELD – More than 125 lo-
cal residents are expected to work as
volunteers for the upcoming book sale
at the Westfield Memorial Library,
located at 550 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Sponsored by the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library, the sale
is a fundraiser for the library. Over the
past 30 years, the annual book sales
have raised more than $600,000, used

to purchase various items for the li-
brary.

The event will open on Tuesday,
April 9, with a members-only sale
from 9 a.m. to noon. Friends member-
ships may be purchased at the door.

The public sale will begin that day
from 2 to 9 p.m. and will continue on
Wednesday, April 10, and Thursday,
April 11, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. each
day. A half-price sale will be held on
Friday, April 12, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
On Bag Day, Saturday, April 13, cus-
tomers may purchase brown bags for
$3 each and fill them with books.

The sale items will include hard-
cover books, paperbacks, cook-
books, classics and children’s works,
among other offerings.

Individuals are invited to donate
items for the sale tomorrow, Friday,
April 5, from noon to 5 p.m.; Satur-
day, April 6, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Monday, April 8, from 9 a.m. to
noon.

Contributors are asked not to do-
nate textbooks, magazines, damaged
books, condensed books, records or
old encyclopedias.

Organized in 1972, the Friends of
the Library is dedicated to broaden-
ing the range of library services.
Among the group’s activities is de-
livering books to shut-ins. For more
information, please call (908) 789-
4090.

“China”

“Tiger”

Grease Production Planned
At Area Repertory Theatre

CRANFORD– The Cranford Rep-
ertory Theatre’s spring 2002 pro-
duction of Grease will be performed
Friday and Saturday evenings at 8
p.m. on Friday and Saturday, April
12, 13, 19 and 20, and Sunday
afternoon at 2 p.m. on April 14 and
21.

All performances will be held at
the Orange Avenue School audito-
rium in Cranford.

Ticket prices are $12 for reserved
seats. General admission for adults
is $10 with a special senior citizen
and student price of $8. Tickets are
available in Cranford at Tony’s Cafe PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: March 27, 2002

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  366-2002
AWARDED TO: Comcast Cable of New

Jersey, 800 Rahway Avenue, Union New
Jersey.

SERVICES: To Provide all necessary
maintenance of Comcast equipment, wiring
and programming for the residents/patients
of Runnells Specialized Hospital.

PERIOD: 2/1/02 - 1/31/04
COST: $24,000

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  394-2002
(Amending Resolution 524-2001)

AWARDED TO: William L. Brennan Esq.,
740 Broad Street, Shrewsbury, New Jer-
sey.

SERVICES: For legal services on behalf
of the County of Union in the matter entitled
D’Alessio v. County of Union et al.

COST: In an additional amount of $10,000
for a new total contract amount of $35,000

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  380-2002
AWARDED TO: PMK Group 86, Jack-

son Drive, PO Box 5000, Cranford, New
Jersey.

SERVICES: For the 2002 Air Emission
Compliance Service for the Courthouse
Complex as required by the NJDEP.

COST: $36,980
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  363-2002
AWARDED TO: Janusz Kornicki, M.D.,

1130 Raritan Road, Cranford, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To provide professional

medical services for the patients/residents
of Runnells Specialized Hospital.

PERIOD: For the contract period of 4/1/
02 - 3/31/03

COST: at no cost to the County.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  359-2002
AWARDED TO: PMK Group 86, Jack-

son Drive, PO Box 5000, Cranford, New
Jersey, and Planners Diversified, 382
Springfield Avenue, PO Box 390, Summit,
New Jersey.

SERVICES: For the Brownfields Pilot
Study in the municipalities of Hillside and
Plainfield.

COST: $174,750
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  372-2002
AWARDED TO: MediaSquared, 65

Church Street, New Brunswick, New Jer-
sey.

SERVICES: For the production of mar-
keting materials for the new Star Opportu-
nity Center, Runnells Specialized Hospital,
Department of Economic Development and
other projects and initiatives as necessary.

PERIOD: 4/1/02 - 3/31/03
COST: Not to exceed $72,000

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  399-2002
AWARDED TO: Robert Renaud Esq.,

190 North Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: To provide legal services

representing Lieutenant Anna Buckley in
the matter entitled Virginia Fanelli v. Ralph
Froehlich, et al.

COST: Not to exceed $5,000
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: March 27, 2002
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a professional service or
extraordinary, unspecifiable service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a).  This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it  is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.  397-2002
AWARDED TO: Robert Varady, Esq., 15

Prince Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To provide legal services

representing Undersheriff Vincent N.
Detrolio, in the matter entitled Virginia
Fanelli v. Ralph Froehlich, et al.

COST: Not to exceed $5,000
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 4/4/02, The Leader Fee: $21.93

plex), Clark.
In order for fish to be eligible for

consideration in the Derby, they
must all have a Newark Bait and Fly
Casting Club tag in the fish’s lower
jaw.

Registration for the Derby will
take place at the gazebo in the Lower
Echo Lake section of Echo Lake
Park from about 6:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. on Saturday, April 20.

“I’d like to applaud the Newark
Bait and Fly Casting Club for their
efforts in bringing about this event
again this year, and Berkeley Power
Bait and Diawa Tackle for serving
as sponsors,” Freeholder Scanlon
added.

Anglers must provide their own
fishing equipment and brownbag
lunches. Prizes, including fishing
equipment, will be awarded. See
the Newark Bait and Fly Casting
Club representative at the gazebo at
the time of registration if you have
any questions, or telephone Oscar
Ressler at (908) 241-7808.

Union County’s Division on Ag-
ing in the Department of Human
Services welcomes elderly Union
County residents to another Outreach
Services Program that offers seniors
information and help with applica-
tions for a variety of important gov-
ernment assistance programs.

“The Union County Freeholders
encourage elderly, isolated individu-
als who meet eligibility require-

and Cindi’s Book Barn, in Westfield
at the Town Book Store and in
Garwood at Cindy Smith’s Dance
Studio.

For more information, please call
the Cranford Repertory Theatre at
(908) 272-1704 or (908) 276-4487.

Find Us on the Web:
www.goleader.com!

           Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WESTFIELD’S BRAVEST IN ACTION…The Westfield Fire Department checked the roof above the Samba Grill on East Broad Street for damage after Sunday’s fire. The Westfield Rescue Squad is
standing by. No one was injured. Pictured, at right, three of Westfield’s bravest inspect the damaged stove with Westfield Fire Chief John Castellano.

Center for Women Slates
Session on Careers

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center for
Women and Families will hold a session on
Career Coaching on Wednesday, April 10,
between 7:30 and 9 p.m. at its headquar-
ters, located at 1801 East Second Street in
Scotch Plains. Dr. K. Denise Bane, a career
coach, will be the facilitator.

The Center for Women and Families,
now in its 18th year, is a Union County-
based, non-profit organization. It offers
sliding scale professional counseling to
adults, youths and families; free, half-
hour legal consultations; support groups
for adults and children; community edu-
cation seminars; workshops; job skills
training and help-line referrals, among
other services.

A $10 donation is requested for the
workshop, which will also be repeated on
Wednesday, May 8. A free follow-up
session will also be scheduled for attend-
ees. Information and pre-registration may
be done by calling the Center for Women
and Families offices at (908) 322-6007.

Look carefully. 
Your new home 

may be here.

WESTFIELD OFFICE:
908-232-5664

Offices Throughout New Jersey
www.PruNewJersey.com

An independently Owned and Operated Member of 
The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

TAKE A VIRTUAL OFFICE 
TOUR ON WEBSITE.

Spectacular View!
Mountainside- Breathtaking 5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
Colonial, featuring two-story foyer, Family Room
with stone fireplace, huge Eat-In Kitchen, marble
baths, 3-car garage, possible in-law suite.  Virtual
tour on website.  Offered at $789,000.

OPEN HOUSE - Sunday 1 PM to 4 PM

Wednesday, April 24, 2002
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Get Outta
The House
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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The Rookie: Take Me
Out to A Better Movie

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

As the reels roll, you hope for The
Rookie to get better. Maybe director
John Lee Hancock’s dramatization of
a true story will pick up in the next
scene. After all, this is baseball. It’s
the national pastime. Would you give
short shrift to Mom, or apple pie for
that matter? So you hang in there, even
though it’s like rooting for a favorite
last place team to win the pennant.

The romantic in you senses it’s the right
thing to do. But the realist in you is sure
glad you haven’t bet the rent money on it.
Because if you did, you’d be homeless.

Based on the real-life tale of relief
pitcher Jim Morris, the Texas high
school teacher who made it to the major
leagues when he was in his 30s, it is the
fantasy aspect of the tale that sustains
matters even when the movie is off
committing a host of filmic errors.

But after the magic of the event
wears off, there’s no mistaking screen-
writer Mike Rich’s lacklustre script
for the more effervescent penning it
would have to be to pull this effort out
of the doldrums. Likewise, any motion
picture umpire would agree that it
would take a far more imaginative
treatment from Hancock to energize
the otherwise drab doings.

While we’re cleaning house for next
season, getting someone other than the
miscast Randy Quaid to play the title role
would also figure in a winning strategy.

While Quaid is an actor of doubtless
skill, he’s uncomfortably recognizable
here. You see, though Morris’ story is
true, its lure is in the realization of an
impossible dream. And impossible
dreams are vicariously best enjoyed
when the beneficiary is an everyman.

Of course Jimmy Stewart and Tom
Hanks are the exceptions that prove the
rule. The characters they play can enter-
tain fantasies real or fictional. Because,
quite simply, it’s their regular Joe appeal
that made them stars in the first place.

Quaid, on the other hand, is primarily
intense. He’s also earnest. But he’s no
everyman. And while it would have been
a box office risk for the sake of artistry, this
was an opportune time for Disney to make
some newcomer’s fantasy come true.

Who knows? Maybe such creative
bread cast upon the waters might then
be repaid with a very thankful perfor-
mance. Voila! A star is born. And in
the meantime director Hancock could
have supplied the requisite celebrity
power via a known commodity (read
Duvall, Dennehy or maybe even
Sutherland) in a strong supporting role.

As it so happens, the only perfor-
mance worth mentioning is a good sec-
ondary stint submitted by Brian Cox, a
familiar enough face, but alas, not pos-
sessing the sort of name recognition
that a spot on the marquis requires.

The veteran Scottish actor plays
Jim’s miserably unsupportive dad, an
army lifer who views his offspring’s
obsession with baseball as just so much
flapdoodle.

The script flirts with a few clues that
might explain the father-son discon-
nection, but ultimately withdraws its
half-posited theories without provid-
ing any serious enlightenment. Instead,
it settles for depicting Jim Morris, Sr.
as a career failure, the living repre-

sentation of nothing ventured, nothing
gained.

So it only follows that when Jim
junior spies a second shot at the ma-
jors, but isn’t sure whether or not to
lunge for the brass ring at this late
stage of the game, he seeks validation
from his father. It’s as if he’s hoping
that this magical opportunity might
also be accompanied by an epiphany in
his ambivalent dad. Sadly, it is not.

The older Morris coldly suggests
that a failed attempt at glory now might
appear foolish. And maybe for a sec-
ond the left-handed pitcher thinks to
choose the security of failure. But he
can’t. Not only because his obsession
for baseball has never died. Not only to
prove that he is cut from a different
piece of cloth than his downtrodden
dad. But also because of the promise
he made to the rag-tag baseball team
he coaches.

Following shoulder surgery, the
ballplayer’s previously damaged arm
now appears to be better than ever.
He’s throwing fastballs at 90 mph plus.
It’s a miracle. And this information is
not lost on the stereotypical bunch of
hopeless players who comprise the
poorly equipped high school team.

Morris has become an inspiration,
something to rally around and cham-
pion. As one young ballplayer puts it
in a bit of plainspoken but nonetheless
inspired eloquence, it is doubtful that
any of them will even get a college
scholarship. But at least their coach
may have a chance at the big time.

So here’s the deal the boys tender: If
they win the state district champion-
ship, then the much-adulated mentor
has to try out for the major leagues. It’s
a true story, so you can guess the rest.

Problem is, in the movies the truth
can hurt if it’s applied with too much
of a vengeance and not enough embel-
lishment to make it swallow smoothly.
Make it too dry and it’s bound to get
stuck in our collective craw, no matter
how well intentioned.

Therefore, adorning the actual exploits
of our movie subjects with a bit of dra-
matic filigree is a Hollywood tradition.
It’s the way we like it. Otherwise we’d
only watch documentaries, those Classic
Comics of the motion picture industry.

Certainly, what poetic license might
have been acceptable in one era may seem
inappropriate in another. Which readily calls to
mind William Bendix in the overly sappy but
nevertheless unforgettable Babe Ruth Story
(1948). Its schmaltzy excess would be indefen-
sible today, and yet we wouldn’t change such
telling moments of movie history for the world.

Because the fact is, h
ow much directorial exaggeration

we’re willing to accept says as much
about us as it does about the heroes of
our bio-pics.

Hence each generation has a style and
quantity of overstatement that it’s will-
ing to accept along with its depictions of
reality. But whether or not Hancock
understands this tacit agreement between
director and audience, it’s apparent The
Rookie isn’t willing to play ball.

*  *  *  *  *
The Rookie, rated G, is a Buena

Vista Pictures release directed by John
Lee Hancock and stars Randy Quaid,
Rachel Griffiths and Brian Cox. Run-
ning time: 105 minutes.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield will present a “Grand
Night for Singing” on Saturday,
April 6, at 7:30 p.m. Presented by
the Little Opera Company of New
Jersey and the Church Choir, this
concert will be filled with your
opera favorites, like Puccini,
Mozart, Donizetti, and more. Lan-
guages will range from Hebrew
and Italian to English and Zulu.
Performers include Juan and
Valerie Pineda, Deborah Gordon,
John and Rachel Hawkins, Allan
Reading, and Vladimir Goodev.
Admission is $10, and a recep-
tion follows the performance. Call
(908) 756-0750 for more infor-
mation. Tenors, sopranos, and
baritones, oh my!

*  *  *  *  *
If you’d prefer to participate in

an evening event, the Westfield
Coalition for the Arts will host a
Fabulous 50’s Dance on Satur-
day night, April 6, from 7:30 to
11:30 p.m. It’s at the Clark Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Hall at 6
Broadway, and admission is $20
per person. “Satin and Gold” will
offer some live tunes, and there
will be lots to eat and drink, in-
cluding subs, salads, chips, des-
serts, beer, wine, and soda. Pro-
ceeds benefit the Westfield Fine
Arts Program and its students.
Seating will be limited, so re-
serve now by calling Linda at
(908) 789-4417. Don’t forget your
dance shoes.

*  *  *  *  *
Next weekend offers yet an-

other opportunity to enjoy opera,
as St. Michael’s Rosary Society
sponsors a repeat of last year’s
sold out Opera Cabaret at St.
Michael’s Church in Cranford on
Friday, April 12, at 7 p.m. Mem-
bers of the New Jersey State Op-
era will perform excerpts from
La Traviatta by Verdi and Lucia
DiLammermoor by Donizetti,
along with narration by pianist
David Maiullo. They will also
perform popular show tunes, in
case you missed Liza’s wedding.
There will be refreshments fol-
lowing the show. Tickets may be
purchased by calling (908) 276-
0360 or (908) 276-1249, and the
proceeds go to charitable organi-
zations.

*  *  *  *  *
Grease has been a hit musical

since it debuted in 1972, and it
still draws a crowd. The Cranford
Repertory Theatre’s production
can be seen on Friday and Satur-
day nights at 8 p.m. on April 12,
13, 19, and 20, and on Sunday
afternoons at 2 p.m. on the 14th
and 21st. It may not have John
and Olivia in the leading roles,
but it does showcase a diverse
and talented cast from all over
New Jersey, as they bring you
back to Rydell High in 1959.
Tickets are $8-$12. Buy them in
Cranford, Westfield, and
Garwood. For locations call (908)
272-1704 or (908) 276-4487.

*  *  *  *  *
On Wednesday, April 10, the

Musical Club of Westfield will
present an afternoon recital in the
sanctuary of the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street, at 1 p.m.
The program will feature the
Westfield High School String En-
semble, along with vocal and in-
strumental soloists. The first piece
will be Brahms’s Sextet No. 2 in
G Major, op. 36, with much more
to follow. Refreshments will be
served. Evelyn will be happy to
give you more information. Call
her at (908) 232-2173.
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By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Life will never be the same, we were
told on September 11. We Americans
will focus anew on the really important
things in life and turn away from much
of the silliness and frivolities of the
1990s.

Six months later, things have indeed
changed. After a few months of this
new paradigm — where we flew flags,
saluted heroes, cheered the war effort
and embraced family and friends a little
tighter — we have again come to our
senses and remembered what is really
important to us.

We watched with our breaths held to
see whether David Letterman would
take his late night show to ABC and
supplant Ted Koppel. We wondered
whether Russell Crowe was threaten-
ing his Oscar chances with his boorish
behavior.

We lamented the
news that Oprah would
wrap up her talk show
in 2006. We were
shocked that Sally
Jesse Raphael’s show
was unceremoniously
yanked off the air.

We eagerly awaited
the big boxing match
on TV. Not the one with
Mike Tyson, but the
one between Amy
Fisher and Tonya
Harding. And how dare
Fisher’s parole board forbid her from
taking part! Paula Jones was a suitable
replacement, though. And the match
between Greg Brady and Danny Par-
tridge was must-see TV.

Speaking of Tyson, just what is it that
bothers him so much about 99.99 per-
cent of the human race? We’ve also
wondered about the implications on
our democracy of Gary Condit’s de-
feat.

What about the ramifications of
R o s i e
O’Donnell’s
big news? Is
the fairytale
relationship
b e t w e e n
B r i t n e y
Spears and
that boy band
guy really
over? Talk
m a g a z i n e
folded? It
made the front page of all the papers.

How on earth will we find out
about all the exciting things Tina
Brown is doing? Wouldn’t it have
been a good idea for Liza Minnelli’s
wedding to have been nationally tele-
vised? Tricia Nixon got one and so
did Lady Diana.

But the nuptials of Judy
Garland’s daughter — with
a guest list that included
Donald Trump, Whitney
Houston, Phyllis Diller, Liz
Taylor, Michael Jackson and
Vicki Carr — would have
made for the funniest Satur-
day night television since
the Archie Bunker era.

What other vital matters
have we been focusing on in
this new world? Britain’s
Prince Harry smokes pot? It
was shocking to hear of an
18-year-old kid doing such a

thing. And, hey, does that store secu-
rity camera really exonerate Winona
Ryder?

It’s good to know that the more
things have changed, the more they’ve
really remained the same. America is
back to almost normal, and that may
be a good thing.

If only the Bush daughters would
act up again, then the world would
truly be perfect.

Rosie O’Donnell

Liza Minelli
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WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Young Artists’ Cooperative Theater
(WYACT) and the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) will reunite in
July to present the classic musical South
Pacific at NJPAC’s Victoria Theatre in
Newark. Tickets will go on sale this
month for the play, which will run from
Friday, July 12 to Monday, July 22.

Singing auditions will be held at the
Westfield Community Players (WCP),
1000 North Avenue in Westfield on Sat-
urday, April 13, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
and at NJPAC on Sunday, April 14, from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Callbacks will be given
Saturday, April 27, at NJPAC. Singers
should bring a photo of themselves with
sheet music in the correct key.

WYACT Artistic Director Cynthia
Meryl is especially searching for the
part of Emile De Becque, a bass/bari-
tone with acting skills, who can appear
to be 32-35.

South Pacific commemorates the cen-
tennial anniversary of composer Rich-
ard Rodgers, with classic songs like
“Some Enchanted Evening,” “I’m
Gonna Wash That Man Right Out of
My Hair,” and “I’m In Love With a
Wonderful Guy.”

“We are especially proud and de-
lighted that, following the engagement
of South Pacific this summer, the pro-
duction will tour to the Algonquin Arts
Theatre (AAT) in Manasquan for an
additional run. Considering the need
for arts funding, this kind of network-
ing is key to theatre’s survival.”

At AAT, South Pacific will run from
Friday, July 26, to Sunday, August 4.

WYACT’s production is presented
as part of the NJPAC Arts Education
Department’s Summer Musical Pro-
duction Program.

Phillip Thomas, Vice President of
Arts Education at NJPAC stated, “We
are very excited to partner once again
with WYACT on South Pacific, our
fifth production as a result of our part-
nership, and the performances just keep
getting better.”

WYACT, in association with AAT,
will present the musical comedy Dames
at Sea from Wednesday, August 14, to
Sunday, August 18. An all-singing, all-
dancing, high-camp tap extravaganza
with a cast of six, Dames is based on the
nostalgia of 1930s Hollywood musicals.

Auditions for Dames will be held at
WCP on April 13 from 2 to 5 p.m. and
at AAT, 60 Abe Voorhees Drive in
Manasquan, on Thursday, April 11,
from 3 to 6 p.m. and 7 to 10 p.m.
Callbacks will be Saturday, April 20, at
WCP. Participants should bring a photo
of themselves with sheet music in the

right key. Cast members will need to tap.
“In today’s world of such confusion

and uncertainty, a dose of Dames at
Sea dizziness and laughter may be just
what the doctor ordered,” stated Ms.
Meryl.

By Jim Wise, George Haimsohn and
Robin Miller, Dames is a spoof of films
such as Goldiggers of 1933, Dames, and
42nd Street, about an innocent girl who
steps off a bus to find herself taking over
the lead in a musical production falling
apart at the seams – literally. The theater,
the Hippodrome, is crumbling and the
chaos of romance on the set, dramatic
divas, and a final decision to stage the
production on a battleship result in suc-
cess and triumph. Songs include “Rain-
ing In My Heart,” “Good Times Are Here
to Stay” and “Broadway Baby.”

Fran Drew of AAT said, “I am truly
thrilled about this exciting collabora-
tion between WYACT and AAT, as it
will be the first time for the theatre to
present live performances in the sum-
mer, and so far the announcements of
the productions have been eagerly re-
ceived in Manasquan.

For more information regarding au-
ditions, technical apprenticeships, or
general WYACT information, please
call (908) 233-3221. For tickets and
box office information for South Pa-
cific, please call (888) GO-NJPAC. For
information on South Pacific and
Dames at Sea at AAT, please call (732)
528-9211.

He has received awards from the
Pollack-Krasner Foundation, Ger-
man Academic Exchange Service
and a Master of Fine Arts Degree
from Hochschle der Kunsteberlin
in Berlin.

“Cathedrals” will be exhibited at
Union County College’s Tomasulo
Gallery, located on the first floor
of the McKay Library at 1033
Springfield Avenue, Cranford until
Thursday, April 18. Gallery hours
are 1 to 4 p.m., Mondays through
Thursdays, and on Saturdays.
Evening hours are 6 to 9 p.m.,
Tuesdays through Thursdays.

For more information, please
contact the Tomasulo Gallery at
(908) 709-7155.

April
12.13.14

at the

Westfield
Armory

110 Artists & Artisans

500 Rahway Ave
Westfield NJ

www.american
craftmarketing.com

FineArt&FineCraft

Weekend Pass $6
Kids under 10 Free

Fri 5-8:30pm; Sat 10am-6pm
Sun 10am-5pm

Exit 135 GSP, Follow the Signs

800.834.9437
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BEAUTY IS INTERIOR...The Friends of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) invites the public to join them on
Saturday, May 4, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for their 18th Annual Tour of Notable Homes, during which Westfield’s most
endearing residences will be opened wide in welcome. All funds raised will benefit the WSO and its educational outreach
programs, which educate over 2,000 pupils through concerts and master classes. Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 on the
day of the event. Tickets are available at Lancaster, Ltd., Baron’s Drug Store, Coldwell Banker Realtors, Weichert
Realtors, Burgdorff Realtors, Prudential New Jersey Realty, The Town Bank of Westfield, and other town locations. For
more information, please call (908) 232-9400 or visit www.westfieldnj.com/wso.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders recently
held 2002 Teen Arts Festival, a two-

day celebration of the arts at Union
County College’s Cranford campus.

Over 500 pieces of artwork, cre-
ated by middle school and high school
students in all artistic disciplines,

were exhibited, shown or performed.
In addition, students had an oppor-

tunity to participate in workshops
and have their work critiqued by a
professional artist.

The festival was sponsored in con-
junction with the Union County Di-
vision of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, as well as many other support-
ing county agencies. The students
participated in performances, semi-
nars, master classes and workshops
in every discipline, including visual
arts, music, creative writing, theater
and dance.

“The Teen Arts Festival is not a
competition,” explained Kimberly
Leary, Teen Arts Coordinator. “It is a
way for students in Union County to
see what other students in their same
age range are doing artistically.”

Art teachers in all of the county’s
public, private and parochial schools
were invited to recruit their students
to be a part of Teen Arts Festival.

Students were able to participate
in workshops such as quilting, bas-
ketry, watercolor techniques, com-
posite sketching and mixed media
collage, among many other offer-
ings.

The program provides students
with an opportunity to interact with
professional artists and receive feed-
back on their work to see what is
needed to take it to the next level,
said Leary. The professional artists
are compensated monetarily for their
time.

Leary reaches out to the artistic
community throughout the state to
recruit the professionals who partici-
pate in the Teen Arts Festival.

Westfield resident Sondra
Tammam has been a long time Teen
Arts Festival piano critiquer.
Tammam has performed in Europe,
Asia, North Africa and Israel, in ad-
dition to the United States.

Joining the professional artists,
volunteers also assisted with work-
shops and provided short demonstra-
tions and interactive arts activities.

Forty pieces of art were chosen
form the Teen Arts Festival Exhibit
to become a touring exhibit and will
be displayed at public libraries, mu-
nicipal buildings, corporate settings
and other community locations
throughout Union County.

The 2002 Teen Arts Festival was
made possible by many corporate
sponsors and private supporters, as
well as grants from the New Jersey
State Department of Education and
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BUNNY WONDER...A little girl looks on while having her face painted during
the festivities at the Annual Fanwood Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday morning,
March 30.
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By MILLICENT K. BRODY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Presenting:
Feast Catering, Lia’s Gourmet Food
Store, 27 Elm Street, Westfield

Call: (908) 654-0045
Hours: Closed Sundays. Open

Monday to Thursday, 10 a.m. to 7
p.m.; Open Fridays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Open Saturdays.

Specialties: Specialty sandwiches.
Salads and Vegetables. Pasta dishes.
Chicken and meat. Fish. Soups. Hors
D’oeuvres. Catered cocktail and din-
ner parties. Catering for special
events.

Cost: Dinner for two includes en-
trees, side dishes and salad, approxi-
mately: $25; Lunch: between $8 and
$10.

FYI. Major credit cards accepted.
Choose a sandwich platter for your
office luncheon or party. Choose from
any of the 14 specialty sandwiches.
Served with fresh fruit, they are cut
into thirds, $89.95. Cocktail party

for 50, combination of food, no bev-
erages or staff, $35 per person. Other
passed hors d’oeuvres, and beverage
package are available.

No matter the time of day or

evening, there is always something
to eat at Feast Catering Lias. Foodies
entering the shop can leave in a di-
lemma.

With one-half of the eatery filled
with enormous refrigerated cases
brimming with all sorts of tasty
dishes, there are even more in-your-
face platters resting above the
counters.

From marinated mixed char-grilled
vegetables, ($9.90 per pound), to a
black bean and corn salad, ($8.50
lb.), delicious sandwich offerings
include grilled portobello mushrooms
with fresh mozzarella, roasted pep-
pers, lettuce tomato and balsamic
vinaigrette, ($7.10), or smoked tur-
key with brie, lettuce, tomato, and
honey mustard, ($6.10).

“Wander in for cake and coffee, a
fresh bread from Brooklyn, a light
lunch, or ‘take-away’ dinner,” said
proprietor Stephen Bigmore, who
came to Westfield, as he puts it,
‘from-all-over-the-world.’”

Trained in Great Britain and the
South of France, Bigmore’s family
owned a small hotel in the southern
part of England known as Cornwall.

“My mother ran the kitchen,” he

continued. “I seemed to always be
around learning things, yet, I was
never encouraged to become a chef.”

Taking a position with Kevan Viner,

an esteemed British Chef, Bigmore
honed his culinary skills at the fa-
mous Penny Pots Restaurant in
Cornwall. After graduating from col-
lege, he headed to the kitchens in the
South of France, before preparing
meals in the French Alps.

While visiting a cousin in
Watchung, Bigmore met his wife-to-
be on a blind date. After an exciting

courtship, and trip around
the world, the young chef
returned to America, got
his green card and after
18 months of searching
for the perfect place to
open a business, took over
Feast Catering, Lias.

Increasing the entire
menu of offerings, the
chef proprietor added his
own personal touch to the
previous owner’s recipes.

“All of our soups are
made with fresh veg-
etable stock and when-
ever appropriate, low fat
stock,” he said. “Our cus-
tomers love our balsamic
marinated and char-
grilled chicken. They
love our chicken
Français, chicken
Marsala and lemon
chicken. As a matter of
fact, all of our chicken
dishes are enormously
popular.”

Bigmore added, “We
do not have a large cater-
ing menu. I like to dis-
cover what my custom-

ers want to serve at their parties, and
whenever possible, prepare their fa-
vorite dishes. I believe a catered party
menu should always include a good
chicken dish, a cold poached or grilled
salmon, a flounder or lemon sole
Français, as well as a variety of sea-
sonal vegetables, salads and pastas.”

From intimate dinner parties, to large
celebrations, to Christenings, gradua-
tions and holiday gatherings, the staff
at Feast Catering Lia’s, is able to cater
to your every need.

“We have a steady and loyal clien-
tele,” added Bigmore. “Our aim is to
expand our catering operation.”

Everyone is welcome to stop by and
discuss their celebration with Stephen.
They are even welcome to relax with a
cup of coffee and one of his specialty
sandwiches or salads.

Millicent K. Brody for The Leader/The Times

Millicent K. Brody for The Leader/The Times

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

She was a quiet kind of gal, with a
spark of persistence, intimacy with
family, a destructive penchant for
the melancholy, and an amazing gift
for the written word – even though
most of it had to be done under an
assumed name.

All around author Charlotte
Brontë could be found an imminent
sense of mourning. Born in Thornton,
Yorkshire, north of England, the
daughter of a clergyman and sister
of fellow authors Anne and Emily,
Brontë was once described as “a
little, plain, provincial, sickly-look-
ing old maid,” whose adult clothes
could have fit a pre-teenaged girl.

After the family moved to
Haworth, England, Brontë’s mother,
and two sisters Maria and Elizabeth
died. Left with her literary sisters
Anne and Emily (who also died
early), and brother Branwell (who
later became an alcoholic), Brontë
was left in the care of her father and
authoritarian religious aunt.

While her childhood environs
might have seemed oppressive, the
Brontë children escaped to fantasy
worlds, they named “Angria” and
“Gondal,” which included toy sol-
diers purchased by their father.

Brontë attended Clergy
Daughter’s School in Lancashire,
but transferred to Roe Head, where
she became a teacher. She was forced
to leave there because she became
depressed, separated from her fam-
ily. While learning French and Ger-
man in Brussels with her sister,
Brontë fell in love with a married
man.

The three Brontë sisters tried, un-
successfully, to open a school of their
own, and they published a collection
of their poetry, which only sold two
copies. Still, determination sprung
out of Charlotte’s spirit and she de-
cided not to abandon writing, but to
pen “Jane Eyre.”

“Shirley,” and “Villette” followed,
as she continued to publish under
the alias of Currer Bell, a pseud-
onym which may come from her
father’s curate, Arthur Bell Nicholls.
Much to the elder Brontë’s dismay
and hearty disapproval, Charlotte
married Nicholls in 1854.

In a life plagued by tragic deaths
of her relatives and unsuccessful ven-
tures, Brontë managed to compose
volumes filled with classic stories,
reflecting a life much like her own.

During her first year of marriage,
she caught pneumonia while preg-
nant and died at the age of 39.

CLEVER QUILTERS…Paula Pearl of Fanwood and her daughter, Ali Pearl,
display a wall hanging crafted by children during an after-school program in
Fanwood. This piece, as well as many others, will be exhibited during the annual
quilt show, “Sharing the Quilts,” sponsored by The Harvest Quilters of Central
New Jersey, on Saturday, April 27, at the United Methodist Church, 1441
Springfield Avenue, New Providence, from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There’s a chance I’ll move to Philadelphia some day, go skydiv-
ing, re-explore the practice of yoga, learn how to make a stained
glass lamp, go bungee jumping,
teach arts and crafts to sick chil-
dren, visit Sicily and go parasailing
over Hawaii. But not today.

If it sounds like I’m putting off
to tomorrow what I should do to-
day, it’s because I’ve had 30 years
of practice. In fact, most of my
relatives never believed they would
make it to 30, lest some cata-
strophic occurrence stop them from
reaching the milestone. I still live
like Road Runner, waiting for
Wylie Coyote to drop the big Acme
safe on me, while I’m trotting along
the open road. It hasn’t happened
yet, and probably never will.

Like most people, I had a couple
of goals set up for the big 30.
Unrealistic, perhaps, but I had them
carved in tablets of marble like the 4 Commandments of “Have This
Done By 30 or Don’t Live to Tell About It.”

1- Get married. I had a chance to do that once and because I only
knew the guy a few weeks, it seemed like a bad idea. Now, I know
it would have been.

2- Have 2 ½ children. Without doing No. 1, this wouldn’t be
likely for me and I’m still not sure what the “1/2” stands for.

3- Live in another country. Now, more than ever, I’m proud to
be an American and I don’t want to live anywhere else.

4- Be successful in a creative job. In no other job have I been
allowed to be more spontaneously creative and involved in more
challenging tasks than where I am right now.

Pat Croce recently penned a thought-provoking article for my
favorite newspaper, The Philadelphia Inquirer, entitled, “You Only
Die Once.” He asks the reader to consider the legacy of their lives
thus far and to compose their own tribute or obituary, since none of
us will ever really get that opportunity.

“Whether it is on the obituary page or in the hearts and minds of
your community, consider how you would be remembered if you
left the world today,” wrote Croce.

I thought about this for a second, realizing that over the past 30
years, I’ve meant different things to various people whose paths I’ve
crossed. However, I like to indulge myself in the thought that if I had
to create my own homage to me, it would go a little something like
this:

“Michelle H. Le Poidevin: “Loved with all of her heart, Pondered
with all of her mind, should have gone skydiving.”
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — One of the most
fascinating things about art is how
experience defines perception. This
is most evident in an exhibition at

Union County College’s Tomasulo
Gallery entitled “Cathedrals,”, where
art created pre -911 produces illu-
sions reminiscent of post-9-11. The
exhibit is by German native Matthias
Düwel.

Indeed Düwel’s expressive abstract
figurative paintings could be images
of Ground Zero in the days immedi-
ately after the collapse of the World
Trade Center. Strangely enough, the
cathedral paintings are based upon a
site in Berlin under heavy construc-
tion.

As similar as they may seem to the
pictures we saw in the newspaper
and on television back in September,
Düwel has actually been working on
this series for over two years, and
was booked for this current exhibit
well over a year ago.

“It’s an eerie coincidence that Mr.
Düwel was already dealing with this
subject matter. It could never have
been predicted that, in light of what
happened in September, that his work
would have such significance,” said
Valerie Larko, Director of the
Tomasulo Art Gallery.

There does appear to be one differ-
ence in what was seen in the media
and what is on the walls of Tomasulo
Gallery. The pictures of the actual
disaster are stark, cold and ugly.

The oil on canvas “Cathedral”
paintings possess an ethereal beauty.
The enormous structures in the paint-
ings let in light and are infused with
pink, green and yellow.

Perceptions again. We don’t ex-
pect pictures of steel and concrete to
be beautiful. Especially after Sep-
tember 11. Because of Ground Zero,
we, the viewers, must reconcile the
beauty in Düwel’s art with the im-
ages in our brains of something that
was not beautiful in the least.

Of the significance of his “Cathe-
dral” series, in the wake of the events
of September 11, Düwel said,
“Within a terrible landscape, struc-
tures loom as remnants in memo-
riam, the searchers and excavators
perform rituals of mourning. We are
as them, seeking out meaning within
an obliterated terrain.”

Düwel, who has been listed as a
member of the faculty at Parsons
School of Design at the New School
University in New York City, has
held solo exhibitions at Galerie J.C.

“Cathedral III,” oil on canvas, 2000, 54” x 50” by Matthias Düwel.

Bellier in Paris, Galerie Brusberg in
Berlin, Galerie Tendances in Paris,
Galerie Beck in Leipzig, Achim
Moeller Fine Art in New York, and
Goethe House in Paris.
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WESTFIELD – On Sunday,
April 21, Arbor Chamber Music
will honor the Westfield Founda-
tion with an Ovation Award, which
is given annually to an organiza-
tion demonstrating on-going com-
mitment and support to the arts.

The Foundation has helped
make the Arbor’s educational
outreach and concert series pos-
sible. The Mentoring Program,
in which Arbor musicians work
closely with talented instrumen-
tal students at Westfield High
School, is also aided by the sup-
port of the Foundation.

Students have had the oppor-
tunity to be exposed to and work
with the St. Lawrence String

Quartet, Brentano String Quar-
tet, Zephryos Wind Quartet, Clas-
sical and Klezmer clarinetist
David Krakauer, violinists Lucy
Stoltzman and Maria Bachmann,
as well as guitarist Christopher
Kenniff.

This year, the Foundation is
funding the Arbor’s production
of “L’Histoire du Soldat” at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield
on Sunday, April 21, and at
Westfield High School on Mon-
day, April 22. The Award cer-
emony will be held one half-hour
before the April 21 concert at
3:30 p.m.

For more information, please
call (908) 232-1116.

E-mail the A&E Editor, Michelle Le Poidevin, at ae@goleader.com


