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SAR Meeting on Tap
Tuesday in Westfield
WESTFIELD – The West Fields

Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR) will meet on Tues-
day, September 25, at 8 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street in Westfield.

It is expected that the program will
feature an authority on American
history.

Membership in the SAR is open to
any man who is a lineal descendent
of a man or woman who served in the
cause of American independence as
a soldier, sailor, marine or civil of-
ficer.

The West Fields Chapter origi-
nated in 1921 and its current mem-
bership exceeds 100. It has the only
active color guard in the state and the
unit presents the colors at New Jer-
sey State Society and other SAR
functions.

Guard members include Sam
McCaulley, Ken Hoover and Steve
Clarke of Westfield and Don Clark
and John Lawson of Scotch Plains.

Information about joining the SAR
may be obtained from Chapter Reg-
istrar George P. Gross at (908) 232-
3845.

Methodist Church to Hold
First Community Picnic

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church (FUMC), located
at 1 East Broad Street in Westfield,
will host its first annual Community
Picnic on the church grounds on
Saturday, September 22, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

“In the aftermath of our recent
national tragedy, what better time is
there to come together as a commu-
nity. We hope area residents will join
us for food and fun activities,” said a
church spokeswoman.

The picnic will feature children’s
games and face painting; carnival
food, including subs, hot dogs, cot-

ton candy and popcorn; a roving
magician; displays of police and fire
equipment and music by “The Barn
Boys” barbershop quartet.

Free-will donations will be ac-
cepted to benefit the church’s Com-
munity Outreach programs.

“We’re looking forward to cel-
ebrating fall with our members and
our neighbors,” said the Reverend
David F. Harwood, Senior Minister
at FUMC.

On a larger scale, the picnic will
reinforce the messages of the na-
tional “Open Hearts, Open Minds,
Open Doors,” a $20 million media
campaign that was launched Sep-
tember 4 through television com-
mercials that invites people to learn
more about the church.

“We want to make sure that local
area residents become familiar with
our church, and that they understand
that the activities and benefits that
the commercials address as part of
the greater United Methodist Church
are realized, in this community,
through FUMC,” Harwood said.

Activities in which FUMC mem-
bers participate range from service
missions to Bolivia to providing
medicine and shelter to the Kids
Hope USA program, in which con-
gregation members of all ages men-
tor and read to disadvantaged youth
from the community.

Other FUMC programs address
important social issues while offer-
ing community and fellowship.

 For example, proceeds from “Cof-
fee with a Conscience,” which hosts
various folk artists, benefit several
AIDS charities. In addition, the
church regularly hosts homeless
families.

Other opportunities for fellowship
and learning abound, ranging from
big band music to “The A Bomb and
Humanity,” an observance of the an-
niversary of the dropping of the first
atomic bomb on Hiroshima.

Irritable Bowel Group
To Meet on October 5
WESTFIELD – The first meeting

of the support group for individuals
with Irritable Bowel Syndrome will
be held on Friday, October 5, from 7
to 8 p.m. in Conference Room 1 of
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

The group is free and there is park-
ing in the Overlook Hospital garage.
For more information, please call the
New Jersey Self-Help Clearing House
at (800) 367-6274.

Neighborhood Council Posts
Fall Program Calendar

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Neighborhood Council is sponsor-
ing a variety of programs, for young
people and adults, which members
of the community are welcome to
attend.

The Student Tutorial Enrichment
Program (STEP), an after school pro-
gram for children ages 6 through 12,
provides youngsters with homework
and reading assistance, academic
tutoring, and social, educational and
cultural enrichment.

Registration is now being accepted
for the program, which will begin on
Monday, September 24. STEP will
be offered Monday through Friday,
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., in accor-
dance with the Westfield Public
School calendar.

The games of bridge, mah jongg
and bingo are offered for adults wish-
ing to enjoy fun and friendly compe-
tition with a group that welcomes
new members.

Bridge is played Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 1 to 3 p.m. and the
level of play varies with the partici-

pants. The intricacies and strategies
of the game will be taught upon
request.

Bingo is played every Friday from 1
to 3 p.m. and will begin tomorrow,
Friday, September 21. Bridge and mah
jongg have resumed for the season.

Neighbors gather every Wednes-
day and Friday morning from 9:30
a.m. until noon over a continental
breakfast to discuss current events,
topics of interest and local news. All
are welcome to join the discussions
and express their point of view.

The Westfield Neighborhood
Council, located at 127 Cacciola
Place, is a non-profit, community-
based social service organization that
has served the community since 1969.
For more information, please call
(908) 233-2772.

Genesis ElderCare,
Police to Sponsor

Benefit Softball Game
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Center, Genesis Eldercare Network
and the Westfield Police Depart-
ment will sponsor a benefit softball
game on Saturday, September 22, at
4 p.m. The rain date is Sunday,
September 23, at 10 a.m.

All donations will benefit the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad.All are invited to attend the
event, which will take place at Me-
morial Park Field, adjacent to the
Memorial Pool Complex.

Mayor Gregory S. McDermott
will throw out the first pitch.

For further information, please
call either Sharon or Danielle at
(908) 233-1989.

UNICO Walk to Help
Cancer Research Fund

WESTFIELD – Westfield UNICO
will participate in its second annual
fundraiser walk-a-thon to benefit the
“Jimmy V Cancer Research Fund”
on Sunday, September 30, at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Members of the public are invited
to participate in the walk, which will
begin at 9:30 a.m. The fund is named
for the late Jimmy Valvano, a North
Carolina State University coach
whose team won the 1983 NCAA
Basketball tournament.

To date, more than $100,000 has
been donated to the Jimmy V fund by
UNICO National and its many local
chapters. Anyone wishing to make a
donation may call Charles Grillo at
(908) 654-3717.

Westfield UNICO is open to any
man or woman of Italian heritage or
the spouse of an Italian-American.
Interested individuals may call An-
thony Scutti at (908) 654-6036 or
Charles Grillo, or send an email to
mrbprinting@home.com.

Blood Drive at JCC
Scheduled to Aid

Victims of Tragedy
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, in cooperation with the
New Jersey Blood Services, will hold
a blood drive on Sunday, September
30, at the JCC, Wilf Jewish Commu-
nity Campus, 1391 Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

The drive is designed to help meet
the urgent need for blood as a result
of the September 11 attacks on the
United States, which left many in-
jured.

The blood drive hours will be from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and registration is
strongly recommended. Individuals
may select a time that is convenient
for them by calling (908) 889-8800
to register. To reserve a time, receive
directions or to find out qualifica-
tions for giving blood, please call in
advance.

Good News
Do not let your hearts be troubled (distressed, agitated).
You believe in and adhere to and trust in and rely on God,
believe in and adhere to and trust in and rely also on me.

The Gospel

By  REV. ANDREW HAMERSLEY

There are times when we proclaim
the resurrection through gritted teeth
and clenched jaws. As faithful people,
we try to do at least two things at
once: we try to resist the desire to
hide from the truth and we try to
maintain faith in the power of God to
redeem it.

In terms of truth, I think we must
face squarely the existence of evil in
our world and the freedom God has
given human beings to pursue it.
Faithful people are never at ease with
violence, and good people can dis-
agree about the morality of war.

All people of moral conscience,
however, must agree that wanton at-
tacks on civilian targets are never
justified, and the recent attacks on
the World Trade Center and Penta-
gon were depraved.

In terms of truth, I think we must
not avert our eyes from acts that are
heretofore unimaginable. We may
look away, as we must, periodically
to catch our breath, but we must
return our attention to the evil deed,
stand there, and wait to see how our
faith will inform us. We owe the dead
that much.

In terms of truth, we must treat
gently so much of what gets passed
for religion when people are severely
stressed, but we must not believe it.
This atrocity was not of God. God
did not need any more angels in
heaven; God did not have a plan for
these deaths, and none of this was
God’s will.

The attacks are not the result of
God¹s anger with us. As we seek the
redemption of these horrors, many of
us will want to act like Peter when
Jesus was arrested, take the prover-
bial sword and strike off the ears of
the offenders. We are not allowed to
do that. Instead, we need, once again,
to wrestle with our God, who opened
Himself to evil and suffered and died
to vanquish it.

When I got word of the attacks last
Tuesday, the first thing I did was to
remove the Sacrament (the conse-
crated bread and wine), from its place
of reservation and expose it rever-
ently on the altar. I lit all the candles
in the sanctuary, and opened the doors
of the church. They remained open
and Jesus remained exposed all day
and well into the night. Intuitively, I
felt it was what Christ demanded.

As we look for God’s redemption
in this terror, we should honor our
tears and our rage and bow down to
the God who created us to be such
fragile creatures. Our parish did not

suffer more than others and perhaps
no less.

A strapping, healthy, middle aged
man was on the phone to his brother-
in-law, who was assuring him that he
was alright in the second twin tower
when the second plane went into it
and the lines went dead.

An older grandma was frantic about
her granddaughter. A disabled and
fervently faithful woman is missing
her niece, and the President and Chief
Executive Officer of a company in
the Twin Towers lost all 81 of his
employees.

People do not report these things
without emotional breakdown. Moth-
ers tell me of their kids at college
who watched the whole thing and
stifle sobs as their breath is robbed
from them.

News footage of reunions in the
streets crumple us. Rescue personnel
struggle to articulate their thoughts
and feelings, utterly fail, and wind
up expressing such eloquence that
we are left gasping with grief and
churning with rage. God bless grief
and rage!

But then what? Sometimes I try to
take hold of these realities and lift
them up in my hands
in prayer, and I have to suddenly
drop them as if they were live coals,
and break into that primal tongue of
worship that is beyond, or perhaps
before, piety.

It is not praise, it is not lament, it
is not petition. It reminds me of the
groans my wife made during child-
birth. My branch of the church will
always experience worship within a
formal beauty, but this week, and
surely in the weeks to come, there
will be lots of room for all of our
prayerful groans as we try to face the
truth and yet proclaim our faith in the
Crucified and Risen Lord.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Hamersley is Rector of

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located
at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

We Must Confront Evil in World
And Let Our Faith Inform Us


