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Teachers Need To Deal With Children
With Understanding And Compassion

Former Westfielder
Remembers Town

In Wake of Tragedy
I wish to send my heartfelt thoughts

and prayers to all the people in the
Westfield area who are being touched by
the World Trade Center attack. I lived
and worked in Westfield for most of my
life, and know that many of my friends,
neighbors and business associates must
be affected.

God Bless Westfield and the United
States of America.

Sandra Rust
Hague, N.Y.
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Diction Deception

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ramfeezeled – Fatigued; exhausted
2. Rakshasa – A Hindu evil spirit or

goblin
3. Pebrine – A bacterial disease of the

silkworm
4. Surcle – A little shoot; a twig

VELLICATE
1. To explain or point out
2. To twitch
3. Inconclusive; hesitant
4. Adding a green tint

ACHERON
1. Fabled river of hell
2. Communication by smoke signal
3. The king of the Gypsies
4. A shallow cup or drinking vessel

FODIENT
1. Pungent; foul smelling
2. Stubborn; unyielding
3. Dense in composition, like metal
4. Adapted for digging or burrowing

PRODITION
1. Treachery; treason
2. Hives
3. Staunchly in agreement, especially

with a cause
4. A suppression of the flow of blood

in an organ or tissue
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Contact We Care
Thanks for Support
During 3rd 5K Race

On August 18, Contact We Care en-
joyed a successful 5K race through the
beautiful residential streets of Fanwood.
Over 600 adults and children and 80
community volunteers took part in the
day’s activities, which also included the
third annual Kids Sprints.

We would like to publicly thank and
acknowledge the generosity of the local
businesses who contributed food, drinks,
or prizes: A&P, Fanwood, Anton’s Hair,
Skin and Nails; BJ’s; Clark Bagels;
Chili’s Restaurant; Dunkin’ Donuts,
Fanwood; Florida Fruit Shop; Gargiulo
& Son Produce; Irma’s Hallmark; Lib-
erty Science Center; Mail Boxes, Etc.,
Route 22; McDonald’s; Panera Bread;
Paper Mill Playhouse; Rice Inn; Scoops
Ice Cream; South Street Café; Spanish
Tavern; St. Bartholomew’s Roman
Catholic Church, Scotch Plains; St.
Helen’s, Roman Catholic Church,
Westfield; State Theater; Stop and Stop;
Sun Tavern; Target and Trader Joe’s.

Their generosity helped make the sixth
Annual 5K Race an outstanding commu-
nity event. The proceeds from this an-
nual race benefit our crisis intervention
telephone hot lines which this year af-
filiated with 1-800-Suicide, the national
hotline. Contact We Care annually ser-
vices over 13,000 individuals experi-
encing crisis and stress. The many people
who call us will certainly benefit from
this community support.

Plans are already underway for the
Seventh Annual Race in August of 2002.
Join us.

Joan C. Bonner
Race Committee Chairwoman

Contact We Care
Scotch Plains

Students, Staff, Merchants, Thanked
For Donating Supplies and Services

New Jersey Needs to Take
Lead on Identity Theft

By ASSEMBLYMAN RICHARD H.
BAGGER

It was her credit card company telling
her that she had been the victim of a
crime. A thief had stolen her identity, the
opportunity to become her, at least as the
outside world knew. In the weeks preced-
ing that call, a thief had applied for doz-
ens of credit cards providing instant credit
to charge $50,000 in my friend’s name.

What happened to my friend is, sad to
say, increasingly commonplace. The Fed-
eral Trade Commission says that 700,000
Americans complained last year of iden-
tity theft – up from the 35,000 complaints
that the credit reporting giant TransUnion
reported received in 1992. The United
States Secret Service tracked fraud cases
in 1995 that totaled $442 million. By
1997, the Secret Service was tracking
$745 million in identity theft related losses
and estimates now put the losses in excess
of $1 billion annually. Police put the
number at several billion dollars a year
lost to this fraud.

Confirmation of the huge dimension of
the problem comes from the private sec-
tor. VISA and MasterCard say the major-
ity of the losses they suffer comes from
identity thieves using others’ identities to
steal. MasterCard says that in 1997, 96
percent of its losses were the results of
identity theft totaling $407 million.

Communications companies report that
identity thieves use their stolen identities
to open telephone, cellular or other utility
services in the names of their victims.
Banks report that accounts are opened
with bogus names and that bad checks are
passed using a good person’s name. Iden-
tity thieves even use stolen IDs to take out
loans in the names of the innocent.

A survey commissioned by Image Data,
an identity theft prevention service, found
that one in five Americans has been vic-
timized. On average, it takes victims 175
precious hours of their lives and more
than $800 in out-of-pocket expenses to
reclaim their lives.

Here’s what the United States Depart-
ment of Justice has to say about fighting
identity theft: “The investigation of iden-
tity theft is labor intensive and individual
cases are usually considered too small for
federal prosecution.” In short, identity
theft has become the fastest growing fi-
nancial crime in America.

What is the government doing about
this? Three years ago, the Congress en-
acted the Identity Theft and Assumption
Deterrence Act. Federal agents and attor-
neys have been breaking and making
cases ever since. The state? The truth of
the matter is that most of New Jersey’s
approaches to identity theft are inad-
equate.

What’s the answer? There are a couple
of steps. First, the state needs to take the
lead on this issue.

I am urging Attorney General John
Farmer to create a task force to study and
recommend changes to the way New
Jersey fights these crimes.

My Assembly colleague George Geist
has a bill that I supported when it passed
the Assembly in June which makes iden-
tity theft in which people forge docu-
ments to commit the thefts a third degree
crime. It also requires convicted thieves
to make restitution for any costs they
force the victims to incur.

Second, we need further changes to our
laws. When the law enforcement com-

munity evaluates a case, one of the first
things its members do is to classify the
offense as a crime of the first, second,
third or fourth degree offense. The most
serious crimes, with the most serious
penalties, are the first and second-degree
crimes. Under existing New Jersey law,
only those crimes carry the presumption
of a jail time.

The threshold for a second degree crime
involving property is whether the thief
has stolen more than $75,000 worth of
property. But identity theft is the excep-
tion to the rule. As the Justice Department
notes, these crimes are unique and de-
mand a unique solution that will deter.

We should change our criminal code to
say that where identity theft has been
committed, and proven beyond a reason-
able doubt, that an identity theft of the
third degree will carry with it the pre-
sumption that the crook is going to jail.
This will deter.

Third, we must change our civil laws.
Why? It is much harder, purposely and
wisely, to put a man or woman in jail than
it is to punish him civilly. In a criminal
proceeding, the prosecutor must show
intent to commit the crime and show
beyond a reasonable doubt that the ac-
cused did it. In a civil case, the prosecu-
tor, particularly under the Consumer Fraud
Act, does not have to show intent, and
need only prove that it is more likely than
not that the fraud was committed.

We should amend the Consumer Fraud
Act to get at this type of fraud the way we
amended it to get at elder fraud. Last year,
we said that when the Attorney General
prosecutes someone who victimizes the
elderly or disabled, the Attorney General
can recover double the amount lost from
the thief. We should use this same ap-
proach for identity theft. This will also
deter and make it more likely that we will
actually recoup some of our citizens’ lost
money.

Letters to the Editor

I am very disappointed in some of the
teachers in Scotch Plains-Fanwood Pub-
lic school district. In this time of trag-
edy, there needs to be more focus on the
children’s feelings and concerns.

Obviously, many teachers are doing a
remarkable job with the children during
this time. However, I have experienced
several incidences, which I feel are hor-
rendous on the part of some teachers and
administrators.

Embarrassing and screaming at a child
because a teacher felt a silly saying on a
T-shirt was inappropriate brought a child
to tears, let alone the humiliation! I, as a
parent, saw nothing wrong with the
child’s attire.

Screaming at a child and giving deten-
tion to same after the parent and child
agreed that getting a tutor for the child
would be more beneficial than a twice-a-
week before school basic skills class.

And lastly, the most inexcusable case

is a history teacher at Park Middle School
who gave a student a zero on her home-
work because she failed to do the assign-
ment the night before because she and
her family were with a close friend who
had someone missing at the World Trade
Center, and she was helping occupy
younger children of the family.

Teachers and administrators need to
realize, in any circumstance, that having
a conversation with a child is much more
effective than the screaming and humili-
ation tactic.

One would think that in this time and
age, there would be better screening of
our educators to insure a positive, edu-
cational experience for our youth. School
should be an experience children will
remember in a positive manner, unfortu-
nately at 14, my child’s self-confidence
and respect for teachers has been greatly
effected.

Nancy C. Rigano
Scotch Plains

We were profoundly affected by last
week’s tragic events; in two days time,
the Westfield students of Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools, their
staff and the Parent Teacher Student
Organization parents as well as anony-
mous donors, and the partial list below,
collected supplies that filled seven trucks
which were sent to the rescue workers in
New York City.

We would like to thank the following
people for their cooperation and support in

this effort: Dr. William J. Foley, Dr. Ken-
neth Shulack, Cheryl O’Brien, Deborah
Critelli, Mike Rivera and family, the vol-
unteer students, and parents that worked to
load the trucks last Saturday.

We also would like to thank the follow-
ing for their generous donations of sup-
plies, services and time in support of all the
families directly affected by this tragedy:

Westfield Lumber & Home Center,
Drug Fair of Westfield, Hershey’s Deli of
Westfield, Villagers Hardware,
McDonald’s, Stephen Murphy and the
citizens of Berkeley Heights, David
Gerhart, and Jan Daniel and Trina Dalbey.

There were many others who aided us
anonymously and we thank you as well.

A special thank you goes to CBM of
America who donated their trucks and
technicians to drive them as well as to the
entire Jersey City Police Department, in
particular, Lieutenant Gene Canfield.

We’re confident that our collective
strength and spirit will help us to heal. A
gigantic thank you again to you all.

Mary Ann Aloi,
Marla Hewitt

Westfield

One of Worst Weeks In America Has Led
To True Humanity Among NY, NJ Residents

Countless images from one of America’s worst —
and certainly most emotionally-wrenching — weeks
will remain with us forever. Not only the chilling
television footage of those jets crashing into the
World Trade Center towers and the subsequent col-
lapse of those 30-year old landmarks, but also the
Pentagon inexplicably in flames and the President of
the United States, himself threatened, addressing a
shell-shocked nation not from the White House but
from a far-off military base. Also seared permanently
into our consciousness were the pictures of people
standing helpless in open windows of the shredded
twin towers, of frightened crowds fleeing the smoke
billowing through the canyons of lower Manhattan,
and of worried relatives holding photographs of
missing family members.

But there were also other strong and vivid images
that emerged last week from the hell that was New
York’s financial district. While the world initially
saw quite clearly the destruction wrought by pure
evil, it eventually came to see quite the opposite as
well: a community of Americans, made up of people
from all walks of life and from all parts of the
country, including our own area, pitching in to do
whatever they could to help in the recovery from the
most dastardly crime ever committed against a coun-
try.

Countless citizens donated blood in the first days
after the tragedy; volunteers from as far away as Los
Angeles arrived to help dig in the rubble for survi-
vors; television and radio stations broadcast the pleas
of anguished relatives of missing people; fire and
rescue personnel from our own area aided in the
recovery efforts; ordinary citizens pitched in to help
build makeshift stretchers; cab drivers loaned their
cars for emergency use; people donated clothing,
food and other supplies for the rescue workers; folks
handed out bottled water; and, in one of the more

unusual, but typically American displays, crowds
lined the West Side Highway and simply applauded
the ambulances, fire trucks and other vehicles trans-
porting rescue workers to and from ground zero.

Our area, New York City especially, is sometime
criticized for being rude and gritty and hard-edged. In
the days since that terrible Tuesday morning, however,
the world has seen the true face of humanity.

These images of pure goodness and love offer us
some lessons. Why should these positive and inspir-
ing characteristics spring up only in times like this?
Seeing what we’ve viewed from our fellow citizens
in the past 10 days, can’t we all make a renewed effort
to show the monsters in this world that we are not
anything like them and that we are a civil, caring
people? We could start by extending this civility to
our everyday lives. Repeatedly, we have heard that
the terror of September 11 has forced people to put
their lives into perspective.

If that is indeed true, then it should be easy for us
to be more courteous and helpful and civil to one
another in our day-to-day lives. Do we need to race
our car through a changing traffic light or shove our
way onto a train? Is it vital to get in a checkout line
just ahead of someone else? Especially now, we all
need to be more empathetic, listen more and talk less.
Could we all improve, even just a bit, our demeanor
with customers and sales clerks, coworkers and
employees, family, friends and neighbors? Perhaps
give our friends and family, especially our kids, an
extra hug in the morning?

Nothing good will result from last week’s attacks;
the lives of all of us will be changed and inconve-
nienced in ways big and small in the months and
years ahead. But, perhaps, one small but telling truth
that emerged from the debris and tears and destruc-
tion of September 11 is that, unlike some in the
world, we are a kind and caring people.

Local Communities Stepped Up To Plate
At This Urgent Time Of Need For Nation

Following last week’s World Trade Center tragedy,
the local communities served by this newspaper have
pulled together to do whatever it takes to help both the
families of those missing and to assist in the round-
the-clock emergency operations in lower Manhattan.

From the thousands of people who have offered to
give blood or volunteer their services through the
Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of the American Red
Cross to the efforts of the local volunteer rescue squads
and fire departments, the local communities stepped
up to the plate. The Westfield Fire Department, a paid
facility, also was in Brooklyn to help backup New York
fire departments that were at “ground zero.”

Westfield firemen also provided comfort to the New
York firefighters who lost over 300 of their comrades.

One of this newspaper’s reporters, a member of the
Westfield Rescue Squad, was at “ground zero” last
week, helping in providing first aid to rescue workers
along with refreshments and water. The squad had
countless numbers of volunteers waiting to provide
any assistance needed; whether, it was in the city or at
the squad building to respond to calls here in town. The

Fanwood and Scotch Plains squads also assisted at
various locations as necessary.

The Westfield Police Department has provided com-
fort to those families who have reported missing family
members, including dispatching police to check with
New York authorities that are maintaining the official
list. The Union County Sheriff’s Office is also proving
transportation for family members to New York.

Regardless of where they offer their help, our emer-
gency service units should be commended for their
efforts.

We would also like to note the tremendous out-
pouring of support by residents for those families
who may have suffered the worse kind of loss, the
loss of a loved one.

In the weeks, months and years ahead New York will
rebuild, and we are sure that many of our residents will
be part of this effort. It is now time for our elected
leaders to come together as one and help our local
communities and this great nation return to everyday
life in the business world and with our families. Life
will go on; America will be stronger than ever.

Americans Must Stand
United Against Terrorism

When the acts of terrorism occurred on
September 11, I knew full well that the
Muslim community would be put on the
defensive and possibly be attacked for the
actions of a psychotic few. I further pre-
dicted that intolerance would raise its
ugly head and give the excuse that if these
thugs were bad then the rest of the Mus-
lim community would be as well.

The entire Muslim community in the
Unites States cannot, and must not, be
made scapegoats for this tragedy. This is
not the time for indifference and preju-
dice, but a time for all Americans, re-
gardless of race, ethnicity or religion, to
come together and fight the enemy that
is called terrorism. We Americans should
always remind ourselves that united is
where we should and must stand and that
if we are divided, we set ourselves up for
the fall.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

Funds Raised by WHS Pupils
To Aid Victims of Terrorism
By MELISSA BETKOWSKI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In an effort to do their part to help
the victims of last week’s terrorist
attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon, students at
Westfield High School (WHS) have
raised over $50,000 for the Ameri-
can Red Cross, an amount which will
be matched by a major local corpo-
ration, according to WHS Principal
Dr. Robert G. Petix.

Dr. Petix told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that a parent of a student at
the school, who is employed by the
corporation, called him late last week
and told him that the corporation
would match monies raised by stu-
dents at WHS.

He said that the program was an-
nounced to the students on Friday
and the school will be collecting
donations through tomorrow. Dr.
Petix said that he informed other
schools in the district of the program
as well.

Over the weekend, he noted, the
Parent Teacher Student Organiza-
tion at WHS informed parents via a
phone chain and by Monday over
$40,000 had been raised.

Dr. Petix said that he expects more
to be raised by the end of the week.

The parent, who asked to remain
anonymous, told The Leader and The
Times that no one expected Westfield
to raise as much money as it has.

Dr. Petix wished to recognize the
generosity of the Westfield commu-
nity.

Cartoon Receives
Praise From Reader

Last Thursday’s issue was outstand-
ing, and I am sure assembled under very
difficult circumstances. We can be proud
of “our local paper.”

Perhaps, best of all, was the cartoon,
the weeping Statute of Liberty. I hope
you can submit this in the national press
such as the weekend collection in The
New York Times and elsewhere.

Bud Boothe
Westfield

Mountainside
Democrat Club

Cancels Meeting
The Mountainside Democrat Club

announced, with regret, that it had
cancelled its meeting scheduled for
Thursday, Sept. 20, "out of respect for
the victims of the despicable attack on
the United States." Persons seeking
more information may call Phyllis
Brociner, President, Mountainside
Democratic Club, at 908-273-1779.


