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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

A Weekly Column From Members of the
Westfield Ministerial Association

Temple to Dedicate Center
With Events This Weekend

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El
of Westfield will hold its Dedication
Ceremony Weekend, honoring the new
Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff Center for
Jewish Learning, from Friday, Sep-
tember 7, beginning at 6 p.m., through
Sunday morning, September 9.

Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco and Westfield Mayor Gre-
gory S. McDermott will offer greet-
ings. Dr. William J. Foley, Superinten-
dent of Schools, members of the school
board, local politicians and other dig-
nitaries are scheduled to attend
Sunday’s ceremony.

On Friday evening, a Shabbat dinner
will precede a special Shabbat Hallelu
Service and the dedication of the Aron
Ha Kodesh (Sacred Ark), with Oneg
Shabbat following the services.

On Saturday morning, Early Child-
hood Education Program Director Jill
Cimafonte will join Rabbi Renee
Edelman for the first Tiny Tot Shabbat
Service of the new year, at 9:30 a.m.
Attendees are encouraged to arrive early
for a tour of the new facilities.

A new service of prayer, song and
study will begin at 9 a.m. on Saturday
morning. The regular Shabbat service
will start at 10 a.m.

A cocktail reception will begin at 7
p.m. that evening, followed by a
Havdalah service, study and a special
Selichot service that will include the

dedication of the new High Holiday
Torah covers. Afterwards will be an
Oneg Shabbat.

The dedication ceremony for the new
center will begin on the lawn of Temple
Emanu-El at 9:30 a.m. Rabbi Kroloff,
Cantor Martha Novick, Rabbi Renee
Edelman and Rabbi Mary Zamore, vis-
iting dignitaries, the staff and congre-
gation of the temple will be present,
and members of the public are invited
to attend.

After the dedication services, the
public is invited to share a simple brunch
and tour the facilities. For further infor-
mation, please call Marci Schoenbach
at (908) 789-3357 or Carolyn Shane at
(908) 232-6770, extension no. 114.

Fanwood Presbyterian Plans
To Dedicate Restored Bell

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, located at
Martine and LaGrande Avenues,
will dedicate its restored church
steeple bell on Homecoming Sun-
day, September 9, during worship
services.

Due to the need for its restoration,
the bell has not been rung for Call to
Worship since July of 1996.

Originally cast in 1860 by
McNeely’s of West Troy, N.Y., the
bell weighs approximately 800 to
1,000 pounds and was used on a ferry
boat owned by Central Railroad until
August of 1892.

At that time, the Fanwood Fire
Department purchased the bell from
Central Railroad and it was rung for

the first time to call the fire depart-
ment in July of 1893.

It remained with the fire depart-
ment until August of 1949, when it
was donated to the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church. The donation is me-
morialized on a plaque mounted at
the front of the church.

Stevenson Services, LLC was cho-
sen for the restoration project, which
began on May 23 of this year and
completed on June 6.

Members of the community are
invited to attend this dedication ser-
vice. Sunday Worship services are
held at 10 a.m. and childcare is pro-
vided. All are welcome. For addi-
tional information, please call the
church office at (908) 889-8891.

Caregivers Group Set
September 10 Meeting
WESTFIELD — A support group

for individuals caring for elderly or
chronically-ill loved ones meets on the
first non-holiday Monday of each
month at 8 p.m. in the Parish Center of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
located on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. The next meeting will take
place on September 10. For more in-
formation, please call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1867.

It’s the Season For Returning
To Lives Which Glorify God

Rev. Darla Turlington

By REV. DR. DARLA DEE TURLINGTON

Schools are back in session. Late
August/early September marks the
beginning of the academic year in
21st century America, and it is as
close as we post-moderns come to
experiencing a work-related cycle of
the seasons.

Ancient cultures were dependent
on observing the turn of the seasons.
Planting and harvesting depended on
accurate observation; eating through-
out the year depended on effective
planting and harvesting. When
survival depended on the beneficence
of nature, it was natural to try to insure
good weather and fertile land.

People devised stories of nature
gods who controlled rain and sun
and who could be approached and

appeased and moved to be merciful.
They made images of these gods
and brought offerings to them. In
time, it was not the work itself and
closeness to the land that guided
them, but their fears and hopes pro-
jected onto idols.

More sophisticated religious
thought considers their behavior su-
perstitious and magical. Monotheistic
religions consider their form of wor-
ship idolatry and calls it “empty” and
“foolish.”

But has our culture truly advanced?
How many among us will schedule
their children’s lives, not by school
work and attention to learning, but by
the social standing they gain from
participation in clubs and teams? How
many youth, picking up on their par-
ents’ values, will make offerings to
the idol of class standing, even if it
means cheating, lying and using meds
to stay awake and cram for tests?

How many athletes, hoping to win
fame and perhaps the fortune of a
scholarship, will schedule their young
lives around practice, scrimmage,
competitions and playoffs, ignoring
the benefit of studies, friendships, rec-
reation and their religious commu-
nity?

These things, which our society says
are necessary for success, are as idola-
trous as the stone statues of pagan
civilizations. And as powerless. It was
not nature gods that controlled natural
forces; it was the one true God. And
that God revealed that the divine val-
ues were not about manipulation, but
about justice and compassion.

Similarly, it is not being among the
top 10 percent in school or sports that
leads to a meaningful life. Abundant
life results from being the unique in-
dividual God designed, full of self-
respect that chooses righteous behav-
ior, and full of concern for others that
prompts sacrifice and service.

Divine values are not about worldly
success, but about knowing God and
living on earth in a way that expands
the soul and readies it for eternal ex-
istence.

It’s the beginning of the academic
year, the turn of the seasons. Don’t be
earth-bound! Don’t sell out to the
culture’s idols, only to find your fu-
ture mortgaged and your relationships
bankrupt. Instead, limit the commit-
ments to extra-curricular shooting
stars and take back some time to live
as God intended.

Actually learn from your teachers;
read some good books; play outdoors
with your friends; sit down and talk to
your family; lend a helping hand to
others, and worship God. It may sound
naive, but it’s light-years ahead of the
idolaters.

 

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Turlington is Senior Pas-

tor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

MEMORIAL GIFT…Members of the Friedman family stand before a plaque
honoring a gift of $50,000, which was given in memory of Shirley Friedman to
Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside by the Abraham Spatz Trust.
Pictured, from left, are: Mrs. Friedman’s son, David Friedman; her husband,
Charles Friedman; her son, Steven Friedman; a friend, Marshall Palmer, and
the Friedmans’ daughter-in-law, Pamela Friedman. The gift was used to
purchase several pieces of important medical equipment for the hospital.

AARP to Meet on Monday;
Various Trips are Planned

WESTFIELD — Westfield Chap-
ter No. 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons (AARP)
will hold its regular monthly meeting
on Monday, September 10, in the
Assembly Hall of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue.

The social period with refresh-
ments will begin at 1 p.m., with a
brief business meeting to be held at
1:30 p.m. A special program will
follow, featuring guest speaker Laurie
Ludman of the National Senior Ser-
vice Corps.

Ms. Ludman will explore the range
of voluntary achievements and ser-
vices in Union County. As Director of
the Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram of Union County, she will also
explain the operations of that pro-
gram and distribute brochures, news-
letters and handbooks.

Members are asked to bring
canned and boxed grocery items to
Monday’s meeting, to be donated to
poor, homeless and temporarily un-
employed persons.

They are also asked to bring cos-
tume jewelry to be used for prizes for
bingo games at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County, as well as
Campbell’s Soup labels and alumi-
num can pull tabs to be used for credit
to help child cancer patients.

Knitting Group Chairwoman
Madeline Roeben has asked for dona-
tions of any kind of woolen yarn for
members to make shrugs, lap robes
and other knitted items for patients at
Runnells Hospital.

The next day trip will take place on

Sunday, December 16. Premiere seats
have been reserved for a performance
of the Boston Pops Orchestra. Prior to
the concert, the group will enjoy a
multi-course dinner at Newark’s Casa
Vasca Restaurant.

The bus will leave the Lord &
Taylor parking lot on North Avenue
in Westfield at 4 p.m. The total cost
for the bus, show and dinner will be
$120, for members and non-mem-
bers alike. To make reservations and
for further information, please call
(908) 232-7153.

The New England trip in Novem-
ber with a stay at the Von Trapp Lodge
is completely filled. A trip called
“Central Florida Gems” is planned
for March 10 to 20, 2002. Upon ar-
rival in Orlando, Fla., there will be a
stay in one hotel, from which guests
will be taken daily to see Silver
Springs, Leu Gardens, Winter Park,
Victorian Mount Doral and Lake
Buena Vista, among other sites. Most
meals and items like tips for baggage
will be included in the cost.

Another trip is scheduled for De-
cember 5 to 11, 2002 for a Country
Christmas in Nashville and Gatlinburg,
with accommodations at the deluxe
Opryland Hotel. Among the attrac-
tions to be visited are Dollywood (Dolly
Parton) Theme Park, the Dixie Stam-
pede Show, General Jackson Boat
Cruise, Country Tonite Show featur-
ing the Rockettes, Art and Antiques
Show, among others.

Reservations and detailed bro-
chures will be available for these
tours at the September and October
AARP meetings.

‘Prom’ and Graduation
Planned for Veterans

Who Missed Festivities
AREA — A local Girl Scout is

planning a “senior prom” and gradu-
ation ceremony for all veterans who
served in World War I, World War II
and the Korean Conflict, who missed
either event due to their time in the
service.

This is a Gold Award project, which
is the highest award in Girl Scouting.
It was also designed to show appre-
ciation to the veterans for all the
sacrifices they made.

The projected date for the festivi-
ties is Friday, November 9, two days
before Veterans’ Day.

Anyone who is a veteran or knows
of a veteran who would qualify for
this project is asked to call Katlyn
Ropars at (908) 754-1642 as soon as
possible.

Sunrise Assisted Living Posts
Dates for Upcoming Events

WESTFIELD – Sunrise Assisted
Living of Westfield, located at 240
Springfield Avenue, has announced
the dates for several upcoming events
which members of the community
are invited to attend.

An “End of Summer” Champagne
Brunch will take place at noon on
September 16. There is a $5 fee to
attend and reservations must be made
by Thursday, September 13, by call-
ing the concierge at (908) 317-3030.

Family Night will be held on Tues-
day, September 25, at 6:30 p.m. and
will feature an artistic presentation
by Judith Ebright. Interested indi-
viduals are asked to respond to
Sunrise’s concierge by Monday, Sep-
tember 24.

On Sunday, October 21, Sunrise of
Westfield will celebrate its fourth
anniversary with a special Autumn

Harvest Festival from 2 to 4 p.m.
There is no charge for either the
Family Night or the Harvest Festi-
val.

Sunrise has extended its apprecia-
tion to residents and family mem-
bers who participated in its Second
Annual Fashion Show on August 18.
Described as a great success, with
more than 50 guests attending, the
event also included a ballroom danc-
ing presentation.

Sunrise has welcomed back Peg
Sahulka, Reminiscence Coordinator,
from an extended medical leave. She
has resumed her responsibility in
managing the Reminiscence Neigh-
borhood.

Sunrise has issued a reminder that
parking in the facility’s portecochere
is not allowed at any time when
picking up or dropping off residents.

Ms. Shereck to Speak
At Hadassah Meeting

WESTFIELD — Westfield
Hadassah has announced that it
will open its 2001-2002 season
with guest speaker Judy Shereck
on Monday, September 10, at 7
p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Ms. Shereck is the National
Chairwoman of Volunteer/Staff
Advocate in the Administration
and Finance Division of
Hadassah.

Her topic will be Hadassah
Convention, Keepers of the Fate
and Hadassah Hospital.




