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MOUNTAINSIDE — The Film-
makers Symposium, which has
hosted 748 movie premieres in the
past 10 years, will welcome partici-
pants to preview motion pictures
and to discuss the films with their
creators. The symposium can be
taken locally in Mountainside at
Loews Mountainside on Monday
evenings starting September 24,
with the second session beginning
November 5.

For information or to register,
please call (800) 531-9416.

JAZZING WITH A LEGEND…The one and only Les Paul, inventor of the electric guitar, helped Sally and Maurice
Fenichel of Fanwood celebrate their 35th wedding anniversary at New York’s Iridium Jazz Club on Monday, August 20.
The Fenichels reported that Mr. Paul “is still the world’s greatest guitarist.”

long friends?” I asked in my review
of The Shawshank Redemption.
“Then get sentenced to life in prison,”
I cynically recommended. Because
once Andy Dufresne (Tim Robbins)
marks his territory and settles in with
the help of Ellis Boyd “Red” Redding
(Morgan Freeman), there never was a
cozier bunch of pals. But after having
watched this warmly inveigling saga
about friendship and the enduring hu-
man spirit in what nearly adds up to a
lifetime of viewings, Andy and Red
have become old chums of mine, too.
How could I have sold them up the
river with only a 2 &1/2? It’s clearly
obvious they’ve earned a 3 & 1/2 for
good behavior. But the question re-
mains: Is gentleman banker Andy guilty
of killing his wife? Assuming you’re
local videomonger is willing to parole
a copy, see if you can settle that verdict
once and for all.

*  *  *  *  *
Jimmy Dugan: “There’s no crying

in baseball.”
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A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN
(1992) — This one got by
me....caught me looking.

Sure, this story about the All Ameri-
can Girls Professional Baseball
League, begun during World War II
as an option for fans just in case the
majors were blacked out, is a fine
tribute to the spirit of baseball. It also
makes an ennobling statement about
women’s lib and sisterhood in gen-
eral. In addition, Penny Marshall’s
direction is superb, and homerun-
hitting performances by Geena Davis,
Tom Hanks, Madonna and Rosie
O’Donnell deliver the egalitarian
message with sweet sentiment as well
as raucous humor. So it’s a good
thing this is one of my daughter
Erin’s favorite movies. Because if
she hadn’t played it ad nauseam I
might have never realized what a
grand slam it really is. And to think
I only gave it a 2 & 1/2. Hmmph,
talk about the umpire being blind.
It’s a 3 & 1/2 bagger if ever I saw
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Bernadette Kelly-Liptack, TCRG

908~301~0277

**NEW 4 Year Old Class**
Tuesday’s at 3:15pm

Call to Register for all classes Today!
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Email: Kellyschool101@aol.com

100 Elmer Street, Westfield
(around the corner from the Rialto)
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CHATHAM— On Monday, Sep-

tember 10, Sierra Club Singles will
gather for a slide program on New
Jersey’s Raptors. The program will
be presented by Peter Bacinski of the
New Jersey Audubon Society at the
Library of the Chathams.

Optional pizza and the meeting
will be offered at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by the presentation at 8 p.m. A
$5 donation for pizza will be ac-
cepted at the door. Admission for the
speaker at 8 p.m. is free.

For directions and RSVP for pizza
only, please call (973) 364-7573,
option no. 3.

With Marylou Morano

CHILDREN’S
BOOK NOOK
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As summer melts into autumn,
precious hours for lei-
sure summer reading
will be replaced in part
by academic require-
ments and after-school
activities.

Even during the
school year, the most
active young person
should set aside an
hour or two per week
to enjoy non-required,
purely “fun” reading.
Now that a new school
year is upon us, here
are a few suggestions
of new books to devour before
schedules get hectic.

Start the school year off with a
fantasy. Who’d want to
see their boxer shorts
hanging from the school
flagpole? Bruce
Coville, an author of
over 70 books has added
an 11th book to his “I
Was A Sixth Grade
Alien” series. The new
book is called “There’s
an Alien in My Under-
wear” (Pocket Books,
2001).

Readers who haven’t
read the other 10 books
may want to start a little earlier
in the series. Needless to say,
this is a fantasy that all middle
grade readers will enjoy.

“Joey Pizga Loses Control”
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2000)
by Jack Gantos has been named a
Newbery Honor Book. The hero
of “Joey Pizga Swallowed the
Key (same publisher, 1998) suf-
fers from a condition many chil-
dren can identify with - Atten-
tion Deficit Disorder. However,
all children will enjoy these sto-
ries which are humorous and
written from the heart.

“Joey Pizga Swallowed the
Key” was a National Book Award
Finalist and an American Library
Association Notable Book of the
Year.

“John Riley’s Daughter” (Front
Street/Cricket Books, 2000) is
author Kezi Matthews’ first
novel. Set in Blue Parrot, S.C. in
1973, 13-year-old Memphis

Riley is dealing with her mother’s
death, her father’s abandonment
and the disappearance of a men-

tally-handicapped
aunt, with whom
she could never
get along.

This is a won-
derful first novel
and hopefully
there is more to
come from Kezi
Matthews, who
was born and
raised in Charles-
ton, S.C.

For Young
Adults

Cynthia Leitich Smith has re-
leased a second book about Na-
tive American youngsters en-
titled “Rain Is Not My Indian

Name” (Harper
Collins, 2001).
Cassidy Rain
Berghoff uses her
gift of photogra-
phy to better un-
derstand her tribe,
her Kansas home-
town, her family
and above all, her-
self.

The beginning
of this book is
somewhat confus-

ing as there are many subplots in
this novel, but if the reader sticks
with it, the story unfolds into a
sensitive and upbeat story.

Ms. Smith’s previous book is
“Jingle Dancer,” (Morrow Jun-
ior, 2000) the story of a young
girl’s preparation to joint her
tribe at a pow-wow. At 32 pages
long, it is written for very young
readers. The author is Native
American.

A Spiritual Picture Book
Here’s another book you’ll

want to skip the library and head
straight to the bookstore for:
“Can I Pray With My Eyes
Open?” by Susan Taylor Brown.
It is a must for all families with
young children, regardless of
religion.

The text is in rhyme and the
pictures are beautifully portrayed.
It is one of the most profound
picture books I have ever read
and a great way to introduce chil-
dren to spirituality and prayers.

one. Rent it if you have a few extra
innings to spare.

*  *  *  *  *
THE ABDICATION (1974) —

Have mercy! What was I thinking
when I gave a 4 to this ponderous film
about Queen Kristina’s abdication in
favor of Catholicism? I know what. I
was just out of Olde Ivy Film Criticism
College and working as an intern movie
reviewer at The Daily Planet. And so I
figured a positive review of this eccle-
siastical cogitating would make me
look scholarly and highbrow. That was
before I knew my vaudevillian roots
would always betray me. Actually,
though, Liv Ullman is quite good as
the queen, and Peter Finch is solid as
Cardinal Azzolino, her mentor and,
ahem, more.

But nah, no getting out of this. I
was wrong, and there’s hardly a night
goes by that I don’t agonize about
that poor couple who spent their
hard-earned money to pay for a
babysitter, dinner and tickets on my
say-so. Though, they should have
eaten at home if they were that broke.
But compounded quarterly, that
money might have bought one
semester’s college books. Gee. I just
hope the kid did get to college. But
no matter. I gave it a 4 and a 2 would
have been more than generous.

*  *  *  *  *
Oh, about THE GODFATHER,

PART II. When it came out, I gave
it a 4. I made no mention of Citizen
Kane. And thankfully, to this date I
have sold not one thread of carpet.
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SUMMIT – Martha Stewart en-
thusiasts will have the opportunity to
join the garden editor of Martha
Stewart Living magazine, Margaret
Roach, during a tea and book signing
at Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Sum-
mit on Saturday, September 26.

Ms. Roach, who is also the author of
“A Way to Garden: A Hands-On Primer
for Every Season,” will speak at the
tea, which will benefit the arboretum.

Sponsored by the Summit Junior
Fortnightly Club, the tea will take

place at the Grand Summit Hotel
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Ms. Roach will show slides of her
own garden, and will discuss “mak-
ing a garden you can enjoy everyday
of the year.”

Following the lecture, she will sign
copies of her book, which will be
available for sale at the tea.

Funds raised that morning will be
used to support the arboretum’s hor-
ticultural and educational programs.
For more information about the tea
and to reserve a spot, please call
(908) 273-8787.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Glee Club will start rehearsals for its
77th season on Monday, September
10, from 8 to 10 p.m. in the Choir
Room at the Presbyterian Church in

Westfield.
The club formally invites male

and female adult and student singers
to sing four-part Glee Music with its
members.

Director Thomas Booth of
Maplewood and the Music Commit-
tee have selected the program to be
performed at Winter Concerts in De-
cember. Once again, the program
will include varied seasonal, classi-
cal, sacred and secular songs.

The new program will be intro-
duced at the rehearsal on September
10. A friendship time with coffee and
donuts will be held afterwards, offer-
ing an opportunity for members to
welcome new singers. The mono-
gram design cups will be presented
to new singers.

For more information, please con-
tact Dale Juntilla at (908) 232-0673.

Auditions ScheduledAuditions ScheduledAuditions ScheduledAuditions ScheduledAuditions Scheduled
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CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers will host auditions for the
adult choir on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, September 11 and 12, from 7 to
9 p.m. at the Cranford United Meth-
odist Church, located on the corners
of Lincoln and Walnut Avenues.

In their 63rd season, the Celebra-
tion Singers have provided enter-
tainment to organizations and com-
munities within the Tri-State area.
The group’s goals is to provide high
quality musical programs that have a
wide range of musical styles, and to
present music to those that may not
have the ability to see and hear it
elsewhere.

The ensemble currently consists
of members ages 18-70 from sur-
rounding counties, and sponsors a
tuition-free Children’s Chorus for
youngsters ages 9-13. They sing all
types of music from light classics to
Broadway showtunes.

The Celebration Singers perform
at municipal events, church func-
tions, award banquets, parks, and
help raise funds for charitable orga-
nizations.

The adult choir rehearses on Tues-
days from 8 to 10 p.m. at the Cranford
United Methodist Church.

very grateful for the NJSCA’s con-
tinued support. The New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center was built as a
public-private partnership. For the
Arts Center to sustain, grow and
continue its unique programming
and educational activities, the pub-
lic sector component of the funding
equation needs to grow.”

When asked about the difference
in funding from 2001’s $180,944 to
2002’s $174,304, Development As-
sociate at The Morris Museum in
Morristown, Sandra Miniutti, re-
leased this statement: “I would like
to point out that what appears to be
a decrease in funding from last year
represents the elimination of funds
that were dispersed to all major
impact arts organizations in North-
ern and Central New Jersey to par-
ticipate in NJSCA’s Southern Initia-
tive.”

Michael Stotts of the George Street
Playhouse in New Brunswick stated,
“Many North Jersey arts organizations
lost funding that had been previously
designated for programs in South Jer-
sey. Changes in the budget language
(after highly-publicized criticism from
South Jersey legislators and reporters
from the Courier Post called for 25
percent of the Arts Council’s funding
go directly to South Jersey organiza-
tions.”

Mr. Stotts continued, “So, all of the
North Jersey groups lost the funding
they had been previously getting to
take their programs to South Jersey.”

Regarding to loss incurred by his
organization, Mr. Stotts added, “George
Street Playhouse lost $8,400 (approxi-
mately $227,223 in 2001 to $218,884
in 2002) The money had been used to
subsidize our touring theatre to South
Jersey schools. We typically perform
at over 300 schools throughout the
state each year; over 40 in South Jer-
sey. The loss of this funding means it
might be more difficult for us to accept
engagements in South Jersey schools
without charging an incremental cost.”

“The losers here are the kids,” con-
cluded Mr. Stotts. “As far as I know,
there are not any similar programs in
South Jersey that present issue-ori-
ented plays (tolerance, bullying, vio-
lence in schools, the Holocaust, etc.),
followed by peer mediation and con-
flict-resolution workshops.”

Susan P. Coen of the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs in Elizabeth told The Leader and
The Times, “We were aware that the
State Arts Council was stable this year
(in funding).” She noted that all cul-
tural and heritage boards in New Jer-
sey counties were allotted the same
amount for 2002 as they were given in
2001. The Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs received
$30,000 for both years.

“We were disappointed that the State
Arts Council’s budget was not in-
creased,” she concluded. Although, at
press time, Ms. Coen could not report

specifically about the organizations in
the county that would be receiving
funding, she did confirm that many of
the groups hail from Westfield.

Although they were contacted for
this story, The New Jersey Youth Sym-
phony, Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra, New Jersey State Opera, Opera
Festival of New Jersey, Paper Mill
Playhouse, Newark Museum, and
Union County Arts Center did not offer
comments.

����������		��
������������������

-Students of all levels
-Ensemble opportunities
-Audition preparation
-Annual Recital

Study flute and piccolo
For Information:
(908)-389-1742

NEW PROVIDENCE – The
Hickory Tree Chorus has in-
vited all women who enjoy
singing to spend an evening in
song at the New Jersey Youth
Symphony Music Center, 570
Central Avenue in New Provi-
dence at 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, September 12.

The 85-member chorus
sings four-part a cappella har-
mony from old standards to
contemporary sounds. Inter-
ested members do not have to
read music to become a cho-
rus member.

The ensemble has performed
throughout New Jersey for com-
munity events, charity benefits,
First Nights and baseball games.

For more information,
please call Bettie at (908) 522-
1954,  visi t
w w w. a n g e l f i r e . c o m / n j /
hickorytree or  e-mail
HickoryTC@aol.com.

WESTFIELD – The
Chansonettes of Westfield will be-
gin rehearsal for their holiday pro-
gram on Wednesday, September 12,
at 8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, Mountain Avenue in

Westfield.
The theme for the upcoming sea-

son is “Ho! Ho! Holidays.” Some
of the music featured in the pro-
gram will be “And We Sing Gloria,”
“Holly Jolly Christmas,” “Santa
Baby,” and “Candle in the Night.”

The Chansonettes sing four-part
harmony and the music is prima-
rily pop tunes to classical. New
members are welcome. To join the
ensemble, please contact Ginny
Bucci at (908) 232-1750 or Jackie
Costello at (908) 789-5819.

The Chansonettes are under the
direction of Jean Schork and ac-
companied by Mary Ellen Freda.
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you a top 10 list of the most success-
ful and popular hits of the year.
Instead of gauging our levels of in-
terest in these paragons by which
one signed himself into rehab or
which one was involved in a suspi-
cious shoot-out in Manhattan, maybe
we should take a closer look at the
creative abilities of celebrities.

Nah, then I wouldn’t have any-
thing to write about.
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– strength, loyalty, devotion and
grit. (Sounds kind of like my
mom!) Burstyn has virtually
made a career out of realistically
portraying women in conflict and
pain, all with a warm smile that
spells “M-O-M.”

GIL BELLOWS, FRANK DARABONT, NIKI MARVIN & CHUCK ROSE

STARS &

DIRECTORS
& WRITERS & PRODUCERS

12 WEEKS OF
PRIVATE SCREENINGS &

COMPELLING INTERVIEWS
preview THE OSCAR CONTENDERS before anyone

LOEWS MOUNTAINSIDE: 6 WEEKS $121 OR 12 WEEKS $229 - $20 REG. FEE
LOEWS MONMOUTH MALL: 6 WEEKS $131 OR 12 WEEKS $249 - $20 REG. FEE

FOR FREE BROCHURE OR TO REGISTER CALL:

1-800-531-9416

MEET
THE

Experience The Best Of Sundance, Cannes,

Toronto & Telluride Without A Press Pass

“unique, magical & entertaining!
…for film buffs of all ages.” –star ledger

COMING NEXT WEEK

• Andy and Baby Harry
Goldenberg return with the
latest and greatest CD/DVDs
• Marylou Morano offers the
best of non-fiction in her Book
Nook
• Kerrianne Spellman Cort at-
tends A Chorus Line at Paper
Mill Playhouse in Millburn.




