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Kidzone Program
Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m. (children K-5th grade)
Church School for Children, Youth and Adults
9:15 a.m.
Youth Fellowships meet Sunday evenings
Vocal and bell choirs for all ages

Publisher’s Note
Featured on the cover of the fourth annual edition of
Our Towns is Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco,
his wife, Diane, at right, and his daughter, Marie.
Among the highlights of this year's publication is a
feature on the DiFrancesco family’s long history in and
diverse contributions to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
community.

In Harm’s Way...September 11, 2001 is a date burned into all of our minds with
the horrendous terrorist acts of the destruction of the World Trade Center in
NYC and the attack on the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. We mourn the loss
of thousands of lives. Our country has not experienced an attack on civilian targets
on our soil since the White House was burned in 1812. We were not prepared.
The response of our police, firefighters and many others to save lives has been
inspiring. Many ask now what they can do to help and to prepare better for the
future. The New Jersey Naval Militia featured within this publication has one
answer on how civilians can contribute to defeat terrorism.
“There are no great men, there are only great challenges that ordinary men like
you and me are forced by circumstances to meet.” - Admiral William “Bull”
Halsey, a native of Elizabeth, NJ.

The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
organized 1728

140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield • 908-233-0301
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Since 19th Century, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Fire Departments Have Been There to Protect and Serve
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for Our Towns

As crucial as a town hall, a school, a house
of worship or a grocery store, the local fire
department is often one of the first agencies
established by a burgeoning new community.
The histories of the fire departments in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood stretch back to
the early beginnings of each community and
have been an integral part of each town’s
development and success.
The first fire department in the Village of
Scotch Plains, the Excelsior Hook and Ladder Company, established in 1869, boasted
many of Scotch Plains’ most prominent citizens as organizing members.
E.A. Seeley, Joseph Osborne, George
Marsh and Joseph Clarke were among the
more than three dozen founding members.
Prior to this company, Scotch Plains was
served by a volunteer bucket brigade of
residents.
These early fire companies were equipped
with hand-pulled wagons, which had to be
manually drawn up hills and down dirt roads
to the fire’s location. The tanks on these early
wagons were filled by hand with buckets and
hand-pumped through a hose the size of a
garden hose.
Despite the valiant efforts of Scotch Plains’
first fire department, early records indicate
many futile attempts to save the homes and
barns of local residents.
Even 40 brave men on duty for more
than 12 hours, fetching countless buckets
of well and pond water to fill the pumper’s
tanks, were little match against a blazing
wood-frame barn. Many homes were completely destroyed due to a stray flying ember or a bolt of lightning, according to
early records.
The Excelsior Hook and Ladder Company
originally occupied a squat brick building on
Bartle Avenue at the site of the current rescue
squad headquarters. The top floor housed
the first Scotch Plains Library, while the
lower level was used as a town hall for social
gatherings, rehearsals and town meetings.
As the years progressed, so too did the
technology of the fire company’s equipment.
By 1927, the Scotch Plains Fire Department
had moved into the first municipal building
on the corner of Park Avenue and Front
Street and had advanced from a non-motorized wagon to a horse drawn wagon. Eventually, in the late 1920s, the department acquired a fully motorized truck.
By 1952, the fire department was equipped
with one 750-gallon-per-minute pumper and
a 500-gallon-per-minute pumper. There were
40 red alarm boxes spread throughout the
municipality, considered to be the most advanced alarm system available at that time.
Those alarm boxes are no longer in use
today, as every location has a telephone,
explained current Scotch Plains Fire Chief
Jonathan P. Ellis.
There are two fire stations in Scotch Plains,
one located on the north side, on Bartle
Avenue, and one on the south side, on Raritan
Road and Martine Avenue. The Martine
Avenue station was constructed in 1959 to
insure the safety of the growing population
on the south side of town.
There is also land on Cooper Road held in

reserve should the need arise for an additional station.
The fire department consists today of the
Chief, the only paid position, along with one
Battalion Chief at each station and four
Captains — one for each platoon — totaling
more than 30 volunteer firefighters in all.
All firefighters must take a training course
at a licensed fire school, including the comple-

the schools during Fire Prevention Week,
which is held the week of October 9.
“It is interesting to note that Fire Prevention Week is scheduled during the week of
October 9, to commemorate the Great Chicago Fire of 1871,” Chief Ellis remarked.
The Fanwood Fire Department dates back
to 1897 – two years after Fanwood Borough
was incorporated — when it was located in

Cheri Rogowsky for Our Towns

READY TO ANSWER THE CALL…Members of the Scotch Plains Volunteer Fire Department are always prepared to serve their community. Pictured with one of their pumpers are
Michael Cuccurullo, top left; Francis Lienhard, top right; Andy Miller, bottom left, and
Battalion Chief Vincent Romano, bottom right. More than 30 volunteer firefighters serve with
the department.

tion of 120 hours of training, as well as
ongoing weekly training conducted by the
township. All firefighters must also participate in answering at least 30 percent of all fire
calls and in 70 percent of all training classes.
Chief Ellis said that when he began volunteering with the department in 1977, they
answered approximately 200 calls per year.
Today, they respond to approximately 500
calls per year.
The department is currently equipped with
two 1,500-gallon-per-minute pumpers, one
1,250-gallon-per-minute pumper, and one
1,000-gallon-per-minute pumper held in reserve for emergencies.
Additionally, every town received the new
thermal heat sensing cameras from the state
last year. Because of its population size, Scotch
Plains received two of these life-saving devices. The cameras detect objects by the
amount of heat emanated and display the
outline of the object in varying shades of
black, gray and white, denoting temperature.
In this way, firefighters can use the device
to see bodies or overheated appliances, even
through thick smoke. They are used frequently on calls, said Chief Ellis.
The department also hosts a fire protection
program, including inspection of schools,
stores and public buildings, and the enforcing of fire codes. Chief Ellis additionally
serves as the township’s Fire Code Official,
overseeing that buildings and homes are in
compliance with fire codes and regulations.
Each year, the fire department disseminates information on fire prevention through

the first Borough Hall building on Watson Road.
Like the Scotch Plains Fire Department,
Fanwood’s unit evolved from a bucket-wielding
fire brigade that pushed a wagon up steep hills

and used lanterns to light the way at night,

into a fully modern department, equipped
with the latest technology.
“The old bell atop the Fanwood Presbyterian Church is the original fire bell used by
the fire department to alert the volunteer
firemen of an impending call,” explained
Fanwood Fire Chief John Piccola.
Chief Piccola has been with the Fanwood
department for 11 years, having previously
been a member of the Berkeley Heights Fire
Department for 10 years.
Today, the Fanwood department is made
up of the Fire Chief, two Assistant Chiefs,
one Captain, two Lieutenants and over 40
active volunteer members, according to Chief
Piccola.
The department is equipped with two
1,500-gallon-per-minute pumpers, one for
reserve, and a 1,250-gallon-per-minute
pumper, along with the new thermal heatsensing camera.
“The thermal camera is used quite often,”
explained Chief Piccola. “Not only can it
detect warm bodies, but also overheating
appliances and wires.”
Both towns participate in the county’s
shared services contract, whereby all neighboring departments assist each other during
major calls when needed.
Although Fanwood may only get one to
two major fire calls a year, members of the
department keep up their firefighting skills
by responding to numerous calls from neighboring towns.
The Fanwood Fire Department also participates in many programs in the community, educating school children and school
administrators alike regarding fire safety.
Information about the history of New
Jersey’s fire departments, early engines and
equipment can be found through the New
Jersey Fire Museum Network on the Internet
at http://firemuseumnetwork.org/fmn/
nj.html, with local museums as close as
Westfield and North Plainfield.

Ingrid McKinley for Our Towns

SAFETY LESSON…Fanwood firefighter Dave Zawodniak is joined by his children, Katie
and Matt, during “Spring Into Safety Day,” a program held last March which taught families
how to stay safe. Held in the Borough Council Chambers and at Fanwood’s fire department
and rescue squad headquarters, the exposition was presented by COPtv, a locally-produced
law enforcement program broadcast on the borough’s TV-35.
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Message From The Mayors
Volunteer Spirit in Scotch Plains
Helps to Save Taxpayer Dollars
By MAYOR MARTIN L. MARKS

There is no doubt that the costs of running will compensate fire and rescue volunteers on
a municipality in the 21st century are escalat- a minimal level for the calls they answer on our
ing. In fact, these costs can be measured in behalf. I urge you to give this referendum due
the millions of dollars. However, if it were not consideration.
Our volunteer effort does not end with our
for a select group of citizens, these costs and
the corresponding need for
emergency services personproperty taxes would be
nel. Every January, we appoint citizens to our varimuch higher.
I am not certain if anyous boards, commissions
one has ever done the caland advisory committees.
culation, but without the
These individuals serve at
efforts of volunteers in
no salary and take time away
Scotch Plains, our increased
from their personal and professional lives so that Scotch
cost of doing business
would be hundreds of thouPlains functions at the high
sands of dollars more.
levels to which we are accustomed.
In Scotch Plains, we are
blessed with a volunteer fire
I think that if you asked
department and rescue
any of our volunteers, they
would tell you that their
squad. These individuals
can be called upon to serve
work is not only challengat any hour of the day and,
ing, but also quite fulfillMayor Martin L. Marks
ing. We are always open
in some cases, place their
very lives on the line for
to new citizens coming
their fellow citizens.
forward with that volunteer spirit. Please
On this November’s election ballot, a refer- contact me at the Municipal Building to
endum will be voted on known as LOSAP, or discuss where the best place would be for
Length Of Service Awards Program, which you to serve.

Subscribe To The TIMES of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Call (908) 232-4407 * www.goleader.com/subscribe

Discover
beautiful things

Sterling and rosewood candle snuffer
by E. Austin Goodwin

contemporary crafts & unique gifts
jewelry • glass • pottery • woods • cards • and more

beautiful things
1838 East Second Street, Scotch Plains • (908) 322-1817
%HDXWLIXO7KLQJVKDVEHHQDIDYRULWHDPRQJWKHGLVFULPLQDWLQJ
VKRSSHUIRURYHU\HDUV6SHFLDOL]LQJLQ$PHULFDQFRQWHPSRUDr\
FUDIWV WKH VWRUH UHSUHVHQWV RYHU  FUDIWVPHQ  +LJKOLJKWHG
DPRQJWKHKDQGPDGHMHZHOU\SRWWHU\JODVV ZRRGLVWKH
XQLTXHPHWDOZRUNRILWVFRRZQHU$XVWLQ*RRGZLQ+H KLV
ZLIH 1HOOHGD SULGH WKHPVHOYHV LQ EULQJLQJ WR WKHLU FXVWRPHUV
SHUVRQDOL]HG VHUYLFH  D FRPIRUWDEOH DWPRVSKHUH LQ ZKLFK WR
FKRRVHMXVWWKHSHUIHFW³EHDXWLIXOWKLQJV´

Local Volunteers Are Life Blood
Of a Successful Community
By MAYOR LOUIS C. JUNG
mission, Shade Tree Commission, Historic
The true measure and spirit of a commu- Preservation Commission and Health Board.
Fifty-five people are needed to fill all the
nity are its volunteers. If an insufficient number of people are willing to give their time and seats on these boards and commissions. Five
talents for the benefit of others, then the more people are required to fill the Assesscommunity will not survive and be a place ment Commission and the Local Assistance
Board. In addition, there
where people want to move,
are eight standing and ad
and property values will
hoc committees appointed
drop.
each year.
Fortunately, in Fanwood,
They include: Cultural
we have a very large numArts, Fanny Wood Day,
ber of people who are willHoliday Celebration,
ing to give of themselves for
Downtown Revitalization,
the greater good of the comLong Range Planning,
munity. The number one
Communications and
priority in Fanwood is the
Volunteerism, TV-35 and
public’s safety, health and
Recycling. Nearly 100
welfare. Thanks to our terpeople are involved in these
rific rescue squad and fire
committees. We also have
department, coupled with
five individuals serving on
our very able police departUnion County Advisory
ment, any emergency in
Committees.
Fanwood can be responded
Mayor Louis C. Jung
Overall, we therefore
to in a matter of minutes.
And thanks to recent contributions by some have upwards of 250 people volunteering
local businesses and private citizens, any ve- their time and talents to make Fanwood the
hicle that responds to an emergency, be it great community it is. Volunteers are the
rescue, fire or police, will have a defibrillator heart and soul of our community. They are
what makes our town tick and, to steal a
on board.
We also have seven boards and commis- phrase, “keep on ticking.”
On behalf of the council and all residents of
sions established by state statute. They are:
the Library Board, Planning Board, Recre- Fanwood, to our volunteers – Thanks, for all
ation Commission, Environmental Com- you do.

American Red Cross
Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
321 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)232-7090

*Blood Pressure Screening
*Workplace Training
*Helping Hands Closet
*Children’s Programs
*Babysitter Training
*Health Workshops
*Blood Services / Drives
*International Tracing
*CPR Classes
*AED Training
*Armed Forces Emergency Services
*First Aid Training *Water Safety *Disaster Response

Senior Transportation “MotorWorks” &
Handyman Program (908) 232-7709

Together, We Can Save A Life
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Flip 10 ~ Dramatix
Full Service Salon
Manicures & Pedicures
Hair Styling & Coloring
Facials & Massages
Waxing & Tanning

Gift Certificates Available
“When You Want to Feel Special”

Flip 10 ~ Dramatix
393 Park Avenue Scotch Plains
908.322.8900

 
AS WE CELEBRATE OUR
3RD ANNIVERSARY, WE PLEDGE OUR
CONTINUED COMMITMENT TO YOU!
At The Town Bank, we offer you:
• Local decision making

• Personalized customer attention

• A full and diverse line of products and services

Visit us at two convenient locations for all your financial needs our staff is available to personally assist you six days a week!

Headquarters
520 South Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908)301-0800
Fax::(908)301-0843

Elm Street Office
44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908)518-9333
Fax: (908)518-0803

www.townbank.com
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Local Rescue Squads Seek to Boost Ranks to Ensure
They Will Always be Ready to Answer the Call
By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for Our Towns

When the call goes out, you drop what you’re
doing. That means dinner with your family, or
your child’s birthday, or Christmas morning.
You simply drop what you’re doing and go.
It sounds pretty demanding, but that’s the
rule for members of the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains rescue squads, both all-volunteer units
— stop, drop and go.
Last year, Scotch Plains members spent nearly
4,000 hours on the 1,308 calls they received.
Fanwood spent about 2,150 on their 577.
Calls ranged from simple taxiing between homes
and hospitals to life-and-death emergencies.
But behind the wail of the sirens, the pulse of
the truck lights and the maddening pace of the
rescue, there’s very structured organizations at
work, and it takes a lot more than daily sacrifice
to keep each of the teams running, odd as that
may sound.
As much as they are in the business of saving
lives, squads must also look at the business of
staying functional — which means recruitment, budgeting, and maintenance pressures
on top of answering the diverse range of calls
received by the units throughout the year.
Judging by the responses from both squads,
the problems — and even the solutions — are
something these groups share.
When asked what supplies they needed most,
both squads were unflinching in their response:
members. Among volunteer squads, strength
in numbers is more that a credo – it’s a means
of survival.
“The big thing is we’re always looking for
new members,” Fanwood Rescue Squad President John Oatis said. “What we’re looking for
are the people who’d be available for calls any
time of day.”
Mr. Oatis’ mention of the daytime is not just
colloquial. These hours are undoubtedly the
most difficult period for both squads to fill. In
recent years, as changing economics and social
views saw more and more women leaving tra-

ditional stay-at-home lifestyles for positions in
the work force, squads found themselves losing
the core of their day crews.
For example, when Fanwood Rescue Squad
Captain Susan Davis joined in 1986, she was
one of about eight women on the day shift.
Now, that number is closer to two.
One solution to the daytime crunch is something called mutual aid - basically the teaming
up of squads. Over the past several years, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood have developed a particularly strong relationship in this regard.
According to Scotch Plains statistics,
Fanwood assisted the township squad with
about 75 percent of its calls in 2000 – 87, by
that organization’s count.
Fanwood, a smaller squad in a smaller town,
was assisted by Scotch Plains 18 times.
By the end of June this year, the squads were
virtually even in terms of mutual aid — Scotch
Plains assisting Fanwood with 31 calls, Fanwood
assisting Scotch Plains with 32.
“Basically, we work well together and we
have been for quite a number of years,” Scotch
Plains Squad President Robert Speth said.
But even having developed this collaborative
system, both units long for additional members, noting that other squads are not always
available and that localized crews lead to greater
response time.
Fanwood’s squad has about 35 members;
Scotch Plains operates with 54. Of those members, however, squad officials say only 12 to 15
can be considered core members for Fanwood,
and only 25 within Scotch Plains’ ranks.
People have less time to volunteer these days,
squad members say, making the pressure to
recruit that much greater.
Busy schedules can prevent members from
becoming fully committed, or from joining at
all. The state requires nearly 150 hours of
training, a commitment which members of
both squads feel could discourage potential
recruits.
Faced with that mandate and other recruit-

Suzette F. Stalker for Our Towns

OUTSTANDING SERVICE…Edward Sorge, center, a First Lieutenant with the Scotch
Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad, is honored by Squad Vice President Robert Gurske for
his service to the unit during this year’s Awards Night presented by Father John S.
Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the Knights of Columbus. The annual program salutes
outstanding performance of duty by members of the police and fire departments and
the rescue squads of both Scotch Plains and Fanwood. Pictured at the left is Joseph
Sumanski, Chancellor of Council No. 5730.

ment difficulties, Mr. Oatis sees a grim future
for volunteer services. “People don’t have the
time anymore,” he said, adding that “the volunteer organizations are dwindling.”
Mr. Oatis said he felt that service agencies
that pay their employees will ultimately overtake volunteer groups.
But the volunteers aren’t going down with-

Members of the squads pointed to equipment upkeep and upgrades, as well as building
operations, as major cost categories. Both the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood squads are looking
into purchasing new rigs for their departments.
Still, those interviewed suggested that the
main issue is and will remain numbers. “Money
doesn’t affect us as much as people problems,”

HOMETOWN HEROES…In June, members of the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad
were presented with the State of New Jersey Governor’s Volunteer Award 2001 for Public
Safety, in recognition of their having saved the life of a local firefighter who suffered a
heart attack last year. Pictured, left to right, are: Back row, First Lieutenant Jeffrey
Downing, member Eric Breidenstein, Training Officer Ed Sargent and members Eileen
Ochsner and William Crosby, and front row, Secretary of State DeForest B. Soaries, Jr.,
Squad President John Oatis; First Lady Diane DiFrancesco, squad Secretary Ruth
Wegmann and Jack Ruh, the firefighter who was resuscitated through their efforts.

out a fight.
Even though they are not paid, certain rescue
squad members may be able to look forward to
some minimal compensation. This November,
Scotch Plains residents will vote on whether to
adopt the Length Of Service Awards Program
(LOSAP), which would provide fully active
squad members with a pension.
Mr. Speth said he believes the squad will ask
for a $1,150-per-year plan, the maximum allowed. “I’m just hoping that it will be a tool (so)
that we can recruit new members,” he said.
Fanwood has already adopted a similar program, although it only provides $500 per year.
Still, the monetary token is less important,
perhaps, than the symbolic or practical value of
the plan.
Fanwood Squad First Lieutenant Jeff Downing, one of the main people behind the program in his town, said the LOSAP is also an
incentive to participate.
“We’re hoping that we’ll bring back some of
our members (whose participation had trailed
off),” he said.
Although towns which adopt LOSAPs will
provide for the pensions, general funding remains the second major issue facing the squads,
which operate almost completely from donations.
Annually, it costs the Fanwood squad about
$70,000 to operate, and the Scotch Plains
squad well over $100,000. Despite utilizing
fund drives, television commercials and newsletters to attract both recruits and donations,
both squads still receive regular donations from
less than half the households in their respective
towns.

said Mr. Oatis, describing the shrinking pool of
volunteers.
He said he’d like to start recruiting younger
members as a way of generating more active
commitment. Like other members of the
Fanwood unit, he’s hoping that the squad’s
receipt of the 2001 Governor’s Award for Public Safety in June, for having successfully resuscitated a veteran Fanwood firefighter who suffered a heart attack last December, will attract
new recruits to the squad.
Overall, members were fairly tacit about
their experiences on the job. Most identified
their best experiences as either saving a life or
bringing one into the world. Mr. Oatis said he
delivered his own daughter in a squad ambulance.
“It’s a great feeling to be able to help somebody else,” Mr. Speth concurred.
Although members tended to be humble in
their comments, their relative quiet reveals the
paradox that wraps itself around the very essence of this type of work.
At their best, the goal of any crew is, in a
sense, to be taken for granted: to be able to
provide assistance without residents questioning response time or availability.
But being taken for granted is probably what
the Fanwood and Scotch Plains squads fear the
most, since both rely on their communities for
both volunteers and donations.
It is with that mix of pride and precariousness that these two squads continue to fulfill
their mission – to operate seamlessly, yet not to
become invisible to the communities on which
they rely, and which in critical moments always
rely on them.
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Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
By SUSAN GORDON
Specially Written for Our Towns

Seven years after its founding, the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Association (SPBPA)
remains committed to improving communication throughout the business community (made
up of Scotch Plains' 400 businesses) and the
township at large. The Association also seeks,
through a year-round calendar of special events
and its Web site, to create awareness among area
residents, including those of other towns, of all
that Scotch Plains has to offer. Launched in 1994
by Ray Pardon, the owner of Nuts N' Plenty on
Park Avenue, with just a handful of fellow volunteers, the SPBPA presently has nearly 200 members. Mr. Pardon has served as President of the
group since its inception.
Among the special events sponsored by the
SPBPA are a Classic Car Show and Craft Fair, now
in its seventh year; a Halloween Window Painting
Contest and the annual Christmas Tree Lighting
event. The Association also presents the annual
Scotch Plains Day/StreetFest celebration, in collaboration with the Scotch Plains Recreation Commission. It additionally holds the "Spring Fling"
dinner dance and organizes the New Jersey Farmers' Market, which is held each Saturday in the
summer in Scotch Plains Towne Centre. The Car
Show and Craft Fair, as well as the dinner dance,
benefit the SPBPA's Scholarship Fund, begun in
1998, along with other community endeavors.
Organizations which have received funds from the
Association over the years include the Scotch Plains
Volunteer Rescue Squad, the Scotch Plains-based
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation and the Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
SPBPA activities are highlighted at
www.visitscotchplains.com/events.sql. The Web
site provides member business listings, plus information about the township and its history, a
community organization page, local news and important township telephone numbers. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA chapter, an
association of marketing students involved in community service and preparation for entrepreneurial, marketing or management careers, works with
the Association to create Web pages (on the SPBPA
site) for interested member and non-member businesses, for a nominal fee.
Vi Brown, a Broker and President of Realty
World PAR Agency on Park Avenue, is enthusiastic about the Association. Being a member has
helped her real estate company, as well as other
local businesses, she said. Members of the Association have referred business to each other, while also
becoming each other's customers. She has urged
non-active members of the township's business
community to become active, noting that there is
"synergy in members networking with each other."
As an example, Ms. Brown described how she was
in the market for a cellular telephone and said she
would not have necessarily purchased one in Scotch
Plains, until a local cell phone vendor came to a

SPBPA meeting to introduce himself. After he
displayed his wares at a Scotch Plains Day celebration, she decided to purchase the telephone from
him.
Ms. Brown, who is Co-Chairwoman of the
Holiday Celebration Committee, revealed that the
Association also does a lot for the township, such
as providing an afternoon of fun during the holidays with its Christmas Tree Lighting. The popular event includes hay rides and SPBPA members
subbing as elves, in addition to Santa and Mrs.
Claus.
Another member business, BeCu Manufacturing Company, Inc., owned by Stephan J. Hoeckele,
supplies components to the aerospace, electrical/
electronic, medical and other industries. BeCu's
components are in the lighting systems of Boeing
aircraft, and BeCu has also supplied parts to NASA's
space program. The company, which has been in
existence since 1944, moved to Scotch Plains in
1959. The street on which it is located, Beryllium
Road, used to be called New York Avenue. It was
a dead end street occupied by shacks and the town
dump. As Scotch Plains also had another street
with the same name, delivery trucks confused the
two same-named streets. The town granted Mr.
Hoeckele's father's request for a name change for
their street. As BeCu was the only business on the
street, beryllium -- one of the metals used by BeCu
-- became the new name.
Mr. Hoeckele, like Ms. Brown, speaks of SPBPA's
positive effect on the township, observing that now
that local business owners have an association, they
are in a better position to work with the municipal
government to improve Scotch Plains. He serves as
a board member and Treasurer of the Association.
In May, Mr. Hoeckele was honored by his peers at
the Association's annual dinner dance, when he
received a Special Recognition Award from the
SPBPA for his contributions to the organization
and the township. Among the SPBPA activities of
which Mr. Hoeckele, who chairs the organization's
Classic Car Show, is most proud is the raising of
scholarship funds that enable many Scotch PlainsFanwood High School students to attend college.
The SPBPA is discussing the continuance of its
successful "Networking Night," which, in place of
the regular monthly meeting, allows business owners to exchange their business cards. Another project
that may continue is the hosting of "Candidates
Night." Held prior to the November General
Elections, this event affords Mayoral and Township Council candidates an opportunity to debate
pertinent issues, in a forum which can be viewed by
local residents on Channel 34.
Lisa Mohn, owner of the Apple Blossom Flower
Shop on Park Avenue, remarked that she has
become very close to other SPBPA members, adding that they are all one group of friends and shop
at each other's stores. Ms. Mohn is Chairwoman of
the Association's Halloween Window Painting

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION…The Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association sponsors a variety of events throughout the year, such as the annual Scotch Plains Day/StreetFest
celebration. Other activities organized by the Association are the Classic Car Show and Craft Fair, the
New Jersey Farmers Market and contributing funds to various local organizations.
Contest, the artists being local kids in grades 6
through 8.
Nancy Schenck is the owner of the Scotch Plains
location of Wild Birds Unlimited, a franchise of
retail stores catering to the backyard bird feeder
hobbyist. Her business is located on Route 22 in
Scotch Plains. Calling bird-feeding a "relaxing and
calming" activity, she said she finds that the type of
people who love and help nature and animals are
usually kind, gentle people. In fact, two of her
employees, Alison and Pam, have rescued birds and
cats. She noted that her business has benefited
from referrals from other members of the Association.
Thom Donnelly opened Autumn Harvest Health
Foods in 1978. His store has been frequented by

several famous athletes (many of whom became
regulars), including decathlon gold medal winner
Milt Campbell, basketball player Earl "the Pearl"
Monroe and boxers Gerry Cooney and Bobby
Czyz. Actor Steve Guttenberg, whose sister lives in
Scotch Plains, has also stopped by. He said the
SPBPA is the most active business association he
has seen in Scotch Plains in his 23 years in business
in the community. "They are constantly promoting events in town. There's always something
going on," he remarked.
The annual membership fee for SPBPA is $40.
Business owners or professionals interested in becoming members of the organization may call Mr.
Pardon at (908) 322-7388. Information is also
available on the Web site.
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Cheri Rogowsky for Our Towns

A FUN NIGHT…During the recent Casino Night, hosted by the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA) in conjunction with the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club,
attendees tried their hand at such games as roulette. Proceeds from the event benefit the SPBPA's
Scholarship Fund and Rotary Club youth programs.
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Union County Vocational-Technical Schools

Broadening Career Horizons
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for Our Towns

Advances in the computer sciences have
touched off a technological evolution at Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
(UCVTS), located at 1776 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains.
Started in 1958 as a training school for a
handful of labor-intensive skills, Union County
Vo-Tech is now comprised of three high
schools, each with a unique academic focus
offering dozens of different career development paths designed to meet today's technology-focused job market.
Even many of the school's early course
offerings, such as air conditioning and heating, automotive repair, welding, masonry and
food services have undergone a transformation, as computer science has become intrinsically intertwined in the curriculum and
performance of these trades.
The School of Technology now offers more
than 25 diverse programs in six categories.
Information Technologies, for example, includes such career specialties as computeraided drafting and design; commercial art and
office systems technologies.
Under Service Fields, students are educated in allied health, child development and
law enforcement technologies.
Building trades, such as carpentry, electromechanical technology and masonry; Food
Services, which includes baking, culinary arts
and supermarket technology, and Automotive
Trades now also utilize today's most advanced
computerized systems and software programs.
Keeping pace with the times, A+ and
CISCO network certification in Information
Technologies are now part of the Vo-Tech

curriculum.
All of the schools' classrooms are linked to
a Local Area Network (LAN) and a Wide Area
Network (WAN) operated by the school, which
is the Internet hub site for 11 other school
districts, including Westfield, Scotch PlainsFanwood, Clark and Mountainside.
The Educational Technology Training
Center (ETTC) at the Vo-Tech campus offers
professional development for the technology
training needs of all teachers from all grade
levels in kindergarten through grade 12
schools.
Through a Union County Coordinated
Services Grant, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, in conjunction with
ETTC, has designed a program to meet the
technology training needs of teachers throughout the county, to allow them to incorporate
technology into their classrooms. This program operates 12 months a year and serves
approximately 2,000 teachers annually.
Additionally, a support system that enables all school districts in Union County to
share technology resources in a systematic,
coherent fashion, especially those that are
economically disadvantaged and technologically poor, is also coordinated through this
program, allowing districts such as Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Rahway and Roselle to access these
advantages.
Dr. Thomas J. Bistocchi, Superintendent
of Schools for UCVTS, succinctly summed
up the school's advances in computer technology. "This isn't your father's Vo-Tech anymore," he remarked. "We are wired."
Dr. Bistocchi noted that there are 21
county vocational-technical schools throughout the state. He added that many of them are

ROBERT ALGARIN AIA
ARCHITECT

The best way to predict
the future is to invent it.
50 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
Telephone (908) 232-2225
Fax (908) 232-7063

Ingrid McKinley for Our Towns

LEARNING A TRADE…In Maintenance Mechanics, students hone their skills in such
areas as electrical work, plumbing and carpentry. It is just one of many programs offered
at the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools.

changing their names to Schools of Technology as their computer science capabilities
become more sophisticated.
UCVTS's main high school serves approximately 750 students a year on a shared
time basis with the public high school. Students travel from their regular high school to
UCVTS for half a day. Beginning in 2002,
instruction will be provided on a full-day basis
as well.
Once the school makes the transition to
full days, all of the core curriculum standards
will be offered and students will have the
option of exiting directly to the job market or
proceeding on to a conventional college, Dr.
Bistocchi explained.
"Additionally, if a trade or career course
has a recognizable certification, UCVTS will
offer it. We're very proud of our 97 percent job
placement rate last year and employers are
assured of the competency of our graduates,"
Dr. Bistocchi remarked.
The second UCVTS high school, the
Magnet High School, offers a highly intensive
academic program focused on mathematics
and the sciences for career development in the
engineering, computer and architectural sciences.
These courses are also enhanced by computer-aided design training programs for fields
that require very sophisticated technological
knowledge. The graduates become certified
by the American Drafting and Design Association.
The Magnet High School began as a fulltime school four years ago and graduated its
first class this year. Of the 51 graduates, 49
will go on to four-year colleges, while two are
headed for Union County College.
Many of the graduates are continuing
their education at such prestigious engineering schools as Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y., New Jersey Institute of
Technology and Stevens Institute of Technology.
UCVTS and Union County College also
have a collaborative program that allows some
students to take college level courses while
attending the Magnet High School -- getting
a jump on their college requirements.
The third UCVTS high school, the Adult
High School, has operated since 1995. It
serves young adults who have had difficulties
with conventional educational settings or have
been in trouble with the law. Designed in
cooperation with the late Union County Prosecutor Andrew Ruotolo, the Adult High School
serves approximately 500 minor offenders,
high school dropouts or those expelled from
other schools, per year.

"This difficult to reach population graduates from the Adult School with a high school
diploma and a vocational skill," explained Dr.
Bistocchi.
There are only two other schools that serve
this population in Union County.
The Adult High School also handles adjudicated youths from Elizabeth and Plainfield
in a special youth day program.
Dr. Mark Boyd, Commissioner of Labor
in New Jersey, who was instrumental in getting the Adult High School started, said,
"Vocational-Technical schools are appealing
to a broader educational market. The spectrum of students and the array of exciting
educational programs make these schools some
of the finest institutions in the country."
Prior to becoming Commissioner of Labor, Dr. Boyd was Director of the Division of
Employment and Training and worked closely
with all of the county colleges and the VoTech School's staff.
"All of New Jersey's vocational-technical
schools are the best kept secrets in the state,"
he added. "Some of the brightest students in
the county now attend vo-tech schools."

Ingrid McKinley for Our Towns

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS…Twenty-twoyear-old Aubry Quinn of Plainfield works on
a traffic light in the Electrical Technology
program at the Union County VocationalTechnical Schools (UCVTS) campus.
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GETTING THE JOB DONE…The Scotch Plains Department of Public Works raked out
blacktop on a township street last summer, despite record-breaking temperatures. Public Works
personnel perform a broad range of tasks throughout the year, under a variety of weather conditions.
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WELL-DESERVED RECOGNITION…Members of the Fanwood Department of Public Works
received a resolution from Mayor Louis C. Jung and the Borough Council, honoring them for the
many duties workers perform to keep the community clean, healthy and safe.
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Home Defense, The NJ Naval Militia
BY BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for Our Towns

In the aftermath of the tragic events of
September 11, the nation has focused its
attention on people of service - the
firefighter, the policeman, the Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT), the national
guardsman and possibly you the reader.
Along with this, a small group of professionally trained community members of a
unique state military organization, New
Jersey’s Navy has emerged. These people of
service, like so many others, on September
11 responded to the extraordinary events
that befell our friends and neighbors. Teachers, lawyers, veterans, salesmen, medical
personnel, policemen, retirees and more
make up the roster of this little known unit
whose members proudly don uniforms as
Naval Captains, Chaplains, Chiefs and
petty officers during time of duty.
Everyone knows the major military organizations: the federal forces, the United
States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and
Coast Guard under the command of the
President. Most are familiar with the
nation's proud citizen soldiers and airmen
of the Army and Air National Guard. State
military reports to the Governor of each
state under the command of the state’s
Adjutant General (The TAG).
New Jersey, along with a couple of other
states, is unique, in that in addition to
National Guard Airmen and Soldiers, the
Adjutant General of the State of New Jersey,
Major General Paul Glazar, has citizen sailors as part of his military force for Home
Defense and support. Rear Admiral Timothy Beard, 3rd, formerly of Westfield, currently commands the all-volunteer State
Navy officially known as the New Jersey
Naval Militia Joint Command.
This small, but dedicated, force was
among those responding to the World Trade
Center disaster at various locations in New
York and New Jersey. In a fact sheet from
RADM Beard, entitled “The First Nine
Days,” the Naval Militia provided 7,150
hours of manpower during the crisis. From
ground zero to Fort Dix, from Liberty State
Park to Fresh Kills, from Bayonne Terminal
to LaGuardia and Newark Airport, members stood shoulder to shoulder with New
Jersey Guardsmen, volunteers and others
performing their duties.
New Jersey Navy men and women served
along with NJTF1-DMAT (New Jersey
Task Force 1 Disaster Medical Assistance
Team) that was “federalized” by HHS Secretary Tommy G. Thompson. The unit
was immediately dispatched to New York
with other units. Naval Militia Chaplains
corps served active duty. The NJNMJC

small boat supported the US Coast Guard, the
Port Authority and the National Guard at the
George Washington Bridge. Transportation assistance was also provided between the NJ
Emergency Operations Center at Liberty State
Park and a dock at the World Financial Center.
Plans for the current Naval Unit began a
few years ago, when a small group gathered in
Westfield, either at Tim Beard’s Westfield
home or at the National Guard Armory on
Rahway Avenue. The group, and other professionals, recognized the need for a diversified
waterborne state military force as part of New
Jersey's maritime home defense and support
system. A State Naval Guard could satisfy that
need, so re-activation of the historical Naval
Militia became a common goal.

The Battle to Defeat Terrorists
The level of patriotism exhibited by people across the nation in the two weeks since the
terrorist attacks has been nothing short of inspiring. American flags are hanging from store
windows, front porches, antennas of cars, building fronts, bicycle handlebars, backpacks, lamp
posts and good old flagpoles. The September 11 tragedies in New York City, Washington, D.C.
and Shanksville, Pa. galvanized the nation, uniting it behind a single cause. The attacks that
destroyed the World Trade Center towers, severely damaged the Pentagon and resulted in the
deaths of nearly 7,000 people were the most heinous crimes ever committed against America.
This first war of the 21st century is not going to be over by year's end or next summer or the
next presidential election. But, it's a war we are going to win. The American people are focused
on the matter at hand. Americans remember the horrors of September 11, when we lost family
members and friends in the stunning attacks that darkened that sunny late summer morning.
Don't forget those who perished.
Brave men and women, including those people from our area, went into Lower Manhattan
and made heroic efforts to save lives. Support our military personnel who will be risking their
lives to protect ours. Keep the flags flying. Be patient, resolved and fearless.

State Naval Militias aren't new. They have
a long and proud history dating back to 1775
and the War for Independence. Prior to the
formation of the Naval Reserve, twenty-six
states had active Naval Militias. At the present
time, four states have Naval Militias: Alaska,
New York, Ohio and New Jersey. The New
Jersey Naval Militia dates back to 1894 when
it was given official sanction by the State
legislature. Over the decades, the Naval Militia was activated and deactivated. Members
served in WWII and Korea. The unit was
assimilated into the Naval Reserves in 1963.
In February 1999, the goal was accomplished with the official reactivation of the
New Jersey Naval Militia Joint Command
authorized by then Governor Christine Todd
Whitman. The unit became part of the New
Jersey National Guard System. The unit reports to the Adjutant General, Major General
Paul Glazar. RADM Beard serves as its first
Commander. Since then, Admiral Beard, his
headquarters staff, supporters, plank owners
and members have turned little ripples into
Photographs: ON DUTY..at the top is
The Adjutant General of the State of NJ,
Major General Paul D. Glazar and
Commander Richard Joyce at ground zero;
second, Rear Admiral Timothy Beard, 3rd;
third, Bill Sheppard is shown getting the
word out at The Westfield Leader and The
Times office. Below, Westfield firemen
display “Old Glory.”
NJNMJC photographs courtesy of Staff Sgt. Mark Olson
and Sgt. Declan Callan, NJDMAVA, PAO

small waves with a lot of help. The National
Guard, State Police, Coast Guard and elected
officials are but a few that pitched in.
The unit has been officially activated on a
number of occasions with other units of the
National Guard. Under orders from the Governor and under the command of the Adjutant General, they responded to Hurricane
Floyd, Y2K, Opsail 2000, the International
Naval Review, and most recently the World
Trade Center disaster.
Information on the New Jersey Naval Militia can be obtained by writing to: New Jersey
Naval Militia Joint Command, PO Box 340
Trenton, NJ 08625-0340 or by visiting their
website at: www.state.nj.us/military/naval.
* * * * *
The author, Bill Sheppard is a Fanwood resident. Due to the events of September 11, Mr.
Sheppard is now on active duty as a Public Affairs
Officer with the New Jersey Naval Militia Joint
Command.
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The Governor From Scotch Plains
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for Our Towns

SCOTCH PLAINS — Take a look around
Scotch Plains, or thumb through old issues of
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, and
chances are quite good that you’ll discover the
influence of the DiFrancesco family, which
has left quite a mark on the community in the
nearly 100 years since its first members arrived in America.
Donald T. DiFrancesco, the Acting Governor of New Jersey and President of the State
Senate, has continued his family’s legacy
through a life of public service, having been
active in local politics for the past quarter
century.

ATHLETIC PROWESS...The
Governor shows he still can hit a
softball well during a charity game
for ALS at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on May 18 .

His father, Paul, was active in community
and civic affairs for most of his own life, and
also built a good number of houses in the area.
A cousin, Mauro Checchio, served as Mayor
of Scotch Plains.
The story of the family’s emigration to the

United States is an interesting one. According
to the Acting Governor’s sister, Marie Leppert,
the families of both their parents — Paul
DiFrancesco and Clara Checchio — lived in
Montazzoli, an Italian mountaintop town near
the Adriatic Sea.
In fact, Mrs. Leppert revealed, “both families were there from its founding in about
1110.” It was a desire to escape the clutches of
the local feudal system, presided over by a
baron for whom the townspeople worked,
that led Donald DiFrancesco’s two grandfathers, Mauro DiFrancesco and Donato
Checchio, to the United States and, more
specifically, to Scotch Plains, in the early
1900s. Eventually, both men were joined by
their wives and children.
In 1920, Paul DiFrancesco arrived in the
United States at age 17. Five years later, he
married fellow Scotch Plains resident Clara
Checchio and started a family that, over the
ensuing 19 years, produced five children —
Marie, Gloria, Jean, Paul and Donald.
All five children, according to Gloria
(DiFrancesco) McGowan, were born in the
house the family lived in on Mountain Avenue, a house that her father, Paul, had built
next door to one he had constructed for his
parents. After World War II, the family moved
to a home on Front Street.
Paul DiFrancesco’s father had worked as a
laborer in the Watchung Mountains after his
arrival in America, but “my father didn’t want
to be a laborer,” Mrs. Leppert recalled. “He
went to night school to learn English and
apprenticed as a carpenter.”
Eventually, Paul DiFrancesco got into the
homebuilding business, partnering with Thomas Santo Salvo and then Henry West, and
was responsible for the construction of a
number of local housing developments, including apartments in Fanwood, single-family homes in Scotch Plains and Westfield and
several larger developments in Scotch Plains.
Mrs. Leppert remembered her father, who
died in 1985, talking about coming to Scotch
Plains as a teenager. A number of others from
Montazzoli, Italy — both family and nonfamily — had also settled in the township in
the early part of the 20th century, so the

GOLDEN COUPLE…Paul and Clara DiFrancesco, the parents of Acting Governor
Donald T. DiFrancesco and his four siblings, are pictured with their children, spouses and
grandchildren at a 50th wedding anniversary party that was held in their honor in 1975.
The couple emigrated to the United States from Montazzoli, Italy.

A SENSE OF FAMILY…Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco, center, is pictured with
his four siblings, left, to right, Marie Leppert, Jean Ruland, Gloria McGowan and Paul
DiFrancesco, Jr. Between them, they have given their parents 13 grandchildren and several
great-grandchildren. Four of the DiFrancesco siblings still reside in Scotch Plains.

DiFrancescos were surrounded by a close-knit
Italian community.
“My father said that, when he came to
Scotch Plains, the people were very good to all
the Italians. They were kind and helpful in
many ways,” Mrs. Leppert said. And Paul
DiFrancesco reciprocated.
Besides being President of the local ItalianAmerican Club for 15 years and serving for 28
years on the Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment, Paul DiFrancesco also lent a hand
when fellow Italian immigrants needed help.
Because he could speak and read English,
he was able to assist other immigrants, many
of whom could not speak the language, in
setting up a needed meeting or deciphering
legal documents. “He was a leader in the
Italian community,” his daughter fondly recollected.
Scotch Plains today may still seem like a
small town in a lot of ways, but back in the
Great Depression-World War II era, it was even
more so, remembered Mrs. Leppert, who, with
her two sisters, grew up in the midst of the
economic hard times of the 1930s.
“Scotch Plains was very, very rural,” she
said, recalling the area leading from Mountain
Avenue, where she grew up, towards
Mountainside as being nothing but fields,
where she used to pick blackberries.
“And everybody in town knew everybody
else. Boy, your parents knew it if you stepped
out of line. We knew that anything we did was
going to be reported,” she remarked.
Surrounded by a large extended family that
lived close by, the DiFrancesco children in the
1930s and 1940s were seldom without playmates or something to do. “We kids had our
cousins to play with and I even had an uncle
and aunt close to my age,” Mrs. Leppert
remembered.
Excursions to the Jersey Shore, Echo Lake
Park and the Italian-American Club picnic in
Berkeley Heights were regular occurrences.
Her brother, Don, born in 1944, was the
last of Paul and Clara’s five children; Don and
his brother, Paul, were frequently in the care
of their three older sisters. Mrs. Leppert remembered her baby brother as “a very happy
kid and very mature.”
She said that, when he was four years old,
Don was able to do simple arithmetic and play
card games. “We were even able to send him
downtown to the store with money.”

Sister Jean Ruland, recalling her father’s
distaste for sports, recalled “sneaking” off with
her two young brothers to Yankee baseball
games in the Bronx. Paul, Jr. remembered
watching sports on television at home with his
brother and cousin, Mauro Checchio, and
then scattering when they spotted his father
pulling into the driveway.
Mrs. Leppert was the first woman in her
family to attend college. “My father always
believed in education,” she said. “We always
had books in our house.” All five DiFrancesco
children eventually attended college, after
making their way through the Scotch PlainsFanwood school system.
The future Acting Governor attended St.
Bartholomew’s until eighth grade, then headed
to Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. There,
he was President of his senior class, Captain of
the high school baseball team and played
basketball.

MILESTONE OCCASION…Paul and
Clara DiFrancesco at the celebration for
their 60th wedding anniversary in 1985.
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BRIGHT BEGINNINGS…Future Acting
Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco is shown as
a baby with his sister, Gloria, right. He attended St. Bartholomew’s School and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, where he served
as President of his senior class and Captain of
the baseball team, and also played basketball.

Acting Governor in February after the resignation of Governor Christine Todd Whitman.
Mr. DiFrancesco, who resides on West
Broad Street, decided earlier this year to bow
out of this year’s race for Governor; his brief
term as Acting Governor to end in January.
His brother and two of his sisters still reside
in Scotch Plains. Together having given their
parents 13 grandchildren and several greatgrandchildren, the five children of Paul and
Elected to the State Assembly from Scotch Clara DiFrancesco have paved the way for
Plains in 1976, Donald DiFrancesco moved their family’s name and contributions to conup to the State Senate in 1979 and became tinue for many years to come.
MOM AND DAD…Pictured are Paul and
Clara DiFrancesco, who became an integral
part of the Scotch Plains community. In addition to his career as a homebuilder, Mr.
DiFrancesco served as President of the local
Italian-American Club and on the Zoning
Board of Adjustment, as well as helping fellow immigrants to get settled in their new
country.
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UNION COUNTY’S FIRST GOVERNOR...Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco is
pictured above with his wife, Diane, at the Union County Republican Committee Convention
held March 24, 2001 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. The committee unanimously
nominated Mr. DiFrancesco as their candidate for Governor.
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James Fawcett
Realtor/Associate
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club

Coldwell Banker
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

“Making Real Estate
Real Easy”
HAPPY TIMES...Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco held his campaign kickoff
for Governor in Lincroft. He pulled out of the race in April of this year.

Office: 908-233-5555
Evenings: 908-889-8531
gcjfawcett@worldnet.att.net
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Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
Offers Something for Everyone
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for Our Towns

Fifty-five years ago, community leaders from
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains area got together to
start a YMCA for their neighborhoods. After
asking the Plainfield YMCA to help, a local
branch was formed on Grand Street in a building that was previously used as a community
center. That building, available for rental from
the Scotch Plains Baptist Church for $1 a year
in 1946, is still used today to house the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA’s preschool program, at the same rental rate.By the early 1960s,
community leaders recognized that the Grand
street facility had reached its optimum capacity
for providing programming and that a capital
campaign needed to be launched to support
expansion of its services. That campaign raised
approximately $85,000, which was used to
purchase a five-and-a-half acre site on Martine
Avenue. Another successful capital campaign
drive, held in 1969, allowed the FanwoodScotch Plains YMCA to build a major facility
on the new land, which included both a pool
and locker rooms.
Groundbreaking occurred in the fall of 1970
and construction was finished in 1971. Officials at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA at
the time noted, in a written overview of the
project, “the new building was a resounding
success, achieving full utilization almost from
the moment that it opened.”
In 1981, the Martine Avenue pool facility
grew to include a gymnasium and a fitness
room, while the Grand Street building was
renovated and restored through community
development funds from the county. In 1992,
the Martine Avenue facility was expanded
through construction of a new, full-size gymna-

sium, an adult locker room complex, a child
care wing, a nursery, a wellness center (which
includes cardiovascular equipment such as
treadmills and weight training equipment), a
lobby, a classroom, offices and a parking lot
area.
According to Vicki Herbig, Senior Program
Director, the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
continues today to serve its communities with
childcare, wellness programs, youth sports,
youth camps, family camps, family swim programs, swim team programs, swim lessons and
scholarship programs. Although the 11,000
members that it serves primarily come from
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Clark, the YMCA
also reaches other communities, including
Edison, Warren, North Plainfield and
Watchung.
The Grand Street facility, which was originally built in 1817 and moved to its present site
sometime before 1946, now serves 90 children
in its full-day childcare program. Children in
this program range from 3 months old to five
years of age. The half-day programs, including
Gym Jams (preschool age) and Kindercare (a
kindergarten wrap-around program) serve 200
youngsters at the Martine Avenue location.
The School Aged Child Care programs serve
approximately 300 children. This program includes a total of nine sites, including Brunner
Elementary School, Evergreen Elementary
School, McGinn Elementary School, Coles
Elementary School, School One Elementary,
Park Middle School and Terrill Middle School,
all part of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district, as well as Hehnly and Valley Road
schools in Clark.

The
Christopher
Academy
A Montessori School
www.christopheracademy.com

“The education of even a very small child does
not aim at preparing him for school but for life”
Dr. Montessori

• 2½ years - first grade
• Half and full day programs
• Summer Camp
• Montessori teacher training
f

510 Hillcrest Avenue
Westfield
(908) 233-7447
1390 Terrill Road
Scotch Plains
(908) 322-4652

National Center for Montessori
Education Affiliate

Kimberly A. Broadwell for Our Towns

FUN AND FITNESS…Two women share conversation while staying in shape at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA’s Wellness Center in Scotch Plains, which features
a variety of fitness equipment. The center is just one aspect of the YMCA, which
offers a range of activities for all ages.

The YMCA’s Teen Leaders Program and the
Teen Youth and Government Program are both
held in conjunction with Scotch PlainsFanwood High School. In addition, the YMCA
helps to support the Student Leader Conference at the high school, which is held annually
in September.
The Aquatics program serves over 1,000
persons, including the more than 800 individuals benefiting from swim lessons and the
160 people who compete on a national level in
over three divisions on the Swim Team. Also,
the Gymnastics programs, which include a
nationally-ranked team, enrolled over 300 participants this past year.

“Over 1,100 pre-school and school aged
children participated this past summer in the
Summer Camp program, which included trips
to Sesame Place, Island Beach State Park, Spruce
Run, Seaside Heights, Wild West City, the
Bronx Zoo, the New York Aquarium and Stokes
State Park,” stated Ms. Herbig.
Ms. Herbig noted that there has been an
increase in the Active Older Adult programs,
which include fitness classes, interval walking
programs, weight training and cardiovascular
programs. In addition, the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA lends its facilities to Swim Incorporated, which provides a swimming and social period for youngsters in the Union County

OUR TOWNS

4th Annual Edition

Page 17

ANIMAL ADVENTURE...A traveling zoo recently visited the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, allowing infants through pre-kindergartners, as well as staff and
parents, to interact with numerous baby animals.

swim program. Additionally, the YMCA provides swimming time for the McAuley School
in Watchung.
Recently, the YMCA held a National Kids
Day, which was recognized with a proclamation from Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso and
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks. Ms.
Herbig stated that this was the first year the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA participated
in the national event, which was started by the
Boys and Girls Club. She noted that the event,
consisting of activities for children — including a family swim — would become an annual
event scheduled for the first Sunday of August
at the YMCA.
Finally, the Scholarship program, which is
available to anyone seeking financial support,
distributed funds to 67 families and 105 individuals last year, for a total of over $64,000.

Individuals wishing to be considered for financial assistance may fill out an application at the
front desk.
According to the mission statement of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, “we are dedicated to improving the quality of life of the
individuals, families and communities we serve
through programs and services that build wholeness of spirit, mind and body. The YMCA is a
not-for-profit organization founded on Christian principals, serving people of all ages, races,
faiths, cultures and socio-economic conditions.”
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA is run
by Karen Dreixler, its Executive Director, along
with Ms. Herbig, plus 208 additional employees and over 150 volunteers. )To reach the
Martine Avenue YMCA facility, please call
(908) 889-8880. For the Grand Street facility,
please call (908) 322-7600.

RUTH TATE

Sales Associate
REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATE

List and Sell With The Best
All of Your Real Estate Needs will be Handled with
Professional Service and Total Committment
COVERING SCOTCH PLAINS • FANWOOD • WESTFIELD • MOUNTAINSIDE

Westfield Office

• 209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555 EXT 114 & 115 BUSINESS
(908) 233-8780 FAX, (908) 233-3656 RES.
(908) 301-2023 DIRECT, (908) 209-1195 CELL
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Fanwood Business & Professional Association
By ALLISON STEC
Specially Written for Our Towns

As part of ongoing efforts to ensure a strong
and vibrant future for the borough, members of
the Fanwood business community have recently
formed a group they hope will be a guiding force
for economic revitalization and success. Called
the Fanwood Business and Professional Association (FBPA), the non-profit organization was
launched last year as an avenue for members to
work toward common goals. While still in its
infancy, its organizers are optimistic about the
impact it will have in the future.
Landlords and business owners alike, including proprietors of home-based businesses,
are encouraged to attend monthly meetings
held at The Chelsea at Fanwood, an assisted
living facility on South Avenue. Membership
fees have not yet been determined. Meeting
discussions revolve around topics and concerns
pertinent to the local business district. Since its
inception, the association has focused on such
issues as how individual businesses can benefit
by being tied into downtown revitalization
efforts, the importance of communication
among members of the business community
and how business owners and landlords alike
need to take active roles in order to make the
downtown economically successful.
The FBPA shares many characteristics and
objectives with the long-established Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Association, which was
founded more than seven years ago and now
boasts some 200 members. The goal of the FBPA,
headed by Peter J. Chemidlin, President of Family
Investors Company on South Avenue, is to provide a business and professional association for
Fanwood that focuses on existing merchants in
the downtown area, while also promoting an
environment that will attract even more businesses in the future.
Mr. Chemidlin, who grew up in the bor-

ough, said the Association is still becoming
organized and is in the process of putting
together a board of directors. He hopes the
board will reflect a cross section of the community that will bring to the FBPA "a mix of
different influences." Although the
Association's ranks are presently still small, Mr.
Chemidlin believes that once business owners
see the progress Fanwood has made in its revitalization efforts, more will come on board.
Acknowledging that the Scotch Plains group
also began with only some half dozen members,
he said he hopes to see the same happen in
Fanwood.
"Scotch Plains has done a heck of a job," he
said of the township association's success, adding that he hoped the FBPA will evolve in the
same way. Besides downtown businesses and
professionals, home-based business owners are
encouraged to be involved in the organization's
efforts. The association has been working in
conjunction with the Fanwood Downtown
Revitalization Committee (FDRC), which coordinates revitalization efforts for the borough.
Clayton Pierce, who serves as Coordinator
for both the FDRC and the business group,
revealed that revitalization efforts have primarily
focused on Martine Avenue and South Avenues,
as well as Hetfield Road and Terrill Road. Mr.
Pierce, who was instrumental in obtaining the
19th-century "Fanwood" street lamps that have
been installed in the downtown as part of a
comprehensive Victorian streetscape motif, works
with the FDRC toward creating and maintaining a healthy business community. Among the
projects with which he has been involved are
helping to keep the community clean, working
to create a bike path through Fanwood and
easing the parking situation.
"Our first project is the holiday celebration

14 OF THE BEST REASONS TO INVEST

Whether your children’s college education, a
comfortable retirement, a new home or a great vacation
are your priorities, Family Investors Company can help
you achieve your financial goals. We listen, we advise,
we perform, but most of all we care!
Family
Investors
Company
♦

®

265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Visit us on the Web at www.familyinvestors.com

CALL TODAY FOR OUR
MARKET REPORT
(908) 322-1800
Member NASD & SIPC

Cheri Rogowsky for Our Towns

COMMUNITY SPIRIT…Fanwood resident Ellen Cagnassola, who helped launch the
Fanwood Business and Professional Association (FBPA), receives a commemorative plaque
during a Memorial Day ceremony to mark the "Fanwood" lamp's debut in the downtown.
Pictured, left to right, are: Peter J. Chemidlin, FBPA President; Mrs. Cagnassola, Clayton
S. Pierce, Fanwood Downtown Revitalization Coordinator, and Mayor Louis C. Jung.
effort and the tree-lighting ceremony," said Mr.
Pierce, who currently spends 80 to 100 hours
per week promoting positive changes in downtown Fanwood. "We are encouraging merchants and home-based businesses to participate." Mr. Pierce said the FBPA is accepting
donations and currently has around $2,000 to
put towards the tree-lighting ceremony. Businesses and merchants are recognized with
plaques if they make a donation.
Another gain for the association will be the
selling of the Victorian-era street lamp, valued
at around $800, which can be purchased for

residential use. These are smaller scale models
of "The Fanwood" lamps in the borough's
downtown. "We're looking at about a $30
million project for revitalization, increasing
pedestrian traffic and encouraging window
shopping," Mr. Pierce said. He added recent
survey results have shown that 12,000 cars
travel Martine Avenue daily, and should additional businesses be recruited to that area, it is
anticipated they would be highly successful.
Information on the Fanwood business community is also available via the Internet at
www.visitfanwood.com.
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Raiders Capture 5th-Straight
Union County Track Crown
Strong performances across the board Franzone and Mike Dixon, Williams ran a
:47.2 anchor leg in the
awarded the Scotch
4x400, earning the
Plains-Fanwood High
Raiders second place.
School boys their fifthAberdeen cleared
straight
Union
21’11.5 to take first in
County Track and
the long jump. PreviField championship –
ously
Aberdeen
seventh in eight years
cleared 6’2” to tie for
– at Williams Field in
second in the high
Elizabeth on May 18.
jump.
The Raiders, who toAdding to the Raidtaled 78 points,
ers’ glory was junior
claimed five first
Bob Wallden, who
places.
came through with a
Raider junior Ray
first in the 3,200
Williams tied a meet
meters with a time of
record in the 400
9:53.2, and sophometers with a time of
more Chris Feighner,
:47.7 – the state’s fastwho plunged his metal
est time this season –
orb a personal-best
and was virtually run52’8” away from the
ning alone, beating his
circle to take top honnearest competitor by
ors in the shot put.
three seconds. He also
Senior Mike Dixon
crossed first in the 200
also came through
meters with a time of
with a second in the
:21.9. Preceded by
Ray Williams (The Westfield Leader and The 800 meters with a time
teammates Derrion
Times of SP-F) Scholar Athlete
of 1:58.9.
Aberdeen,
Mike

Raider Speedster Ray Williams Captures
400-Meter Crown at Meet of Champions
Determination and hard training paid off as Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School junior
Ray Williams flew across the finish line in :47.31 to win the state title in the 400 meters at
the Meet of Champions (MOC) in South Brunswick on June 6. Williams was the man to
beat in the 400 meters as he had been recording the best times in the state throughout the
season and came into the MOC undefeated.

Lady Raiders Get Second
At Union County Track
Briefly, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Westfield High School girls – each with 41 points
– believed that they had become co-champions at the Union County girls track and field
championship held at Williams Field in Elizabeth on May 16. However, due to a pointtotaling mistake the
real winner was Linden with 49.5.
Raider senior Erin
Kelly came home with
two first places. Kelly
was impressive when
she came from behind
to beat out Highlander
sophomore
Megs
DiDario by one second to win the 800
meters in a personalbest 2:20.1. Kelly also
teamed with Rachael
Jones, Jill Koscielecki
and Jayme Ferraro to
place first in the 4x400
relay with a time of
4:05.5.
“It’s a great way to go
out as a senior,” said
coach Bill Klimas of
Kelly. “She has been GREAT WAY TO GO OUT...Raider senior Erin Kelly completes her
our go-to person for final Union County meet by placing first in the 800 meters at the
Union County girls track and field championship.
four years.”
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2000-2001 Scotch PlainsRaiders Crown 4 District 11
Wrestling Champions
Junior Matt DeNichilo, at 127-lbs., enAn amazing turnaround was witnessed at
the District 11 Wrestling tournament on Feb- twined Roselle Catholic’s Mike Amato in a
ruary 23 and 24 in Westfield. The Scotch grapevine with a half nelson in just :57, then
Plains-Fanwood High School matmen rose defeated Blue Devil John Leonardis, 7-2, in
from the ashes of injury and sickness to claim the semifinals. He went on to pin A. L.
four champions and to qualify six for the Johnson’s Jason Best in the finals with a half
nelson in 4:58.
Region 3 tournament.
Senior Gary Cousar pinned his way to the
Freshman Derek Francavilla, seeded first,
proved it by scoring a 13-3, majority decision 191-lb. finals by flattening Rahway’s Shane
Condren in 1:38
over Blue Devil
and by pinning
Matt McManus
A. L. Johnson’s
in the semis,
Nick Jahn in
then controlled
1:10. In the fiJohn Repezak of
nals, Cousar
Roselle Cathowent to work on
lic, 11-6, in the
Ibrahim Halsey
finals to grab the
to seize an 11-2
105-lb. title.
majority deciRaider 137-lb.
sion and the title.
junior Lucas
It was quite
Francavilla, also
evident that
top seeded, had
Raider Head
three takedowns
Coach Dave
and used a vicious
Bello was pleased
tight-waist and
with his team’s
arm bar maneuver to amass 11 ATHLETE AND SCHOLAR...Matt DeNichilo was a Westfield performance.
“I just got a
back points to Leader and The Times of SP-F Scholar Athlete.
chill when you
win via, 17-1,
(4:00) technical fall over Cranford’s Dan asked me that question. We had a tournament
Genovese in the semis. Francavilla then used the that I could never had expected,” said Bello.
same technique to grab a 13-3, majority decision “Four district champions! They wrestled really hard.”
and a title from Derrick Davis of Elizabeth.

Raider Erin Gillooly seizes the ball

Golfer Lou Shults goes for the gusto

Raider XC Boys Rock
Rival Cougars, 27-28

Andrew Feeley goes for the block

The 14th-ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys cross country team snapped a 14-meet,
three-year losing streak at the hands of Cranford by
skinning the 15th-ranked Cougars, 27-28, in the
3.1 mile course at Warinanco Park in Roselle on
September 26.
Raider Bob Wallden crossed first with a time of
16:58, 17 seconds faster than Cougar Frank
Dabrosky. Freshman Zach McGuire crossed fourth
in 17:26 followed by senior Mike Dixon in 17:30.
Seniors Andrew Elko at 17:40 and Matt Schimming
at 17:45, placed eighth and ninth, respectively.
“It surely was a huge win for us,” said Raider
Head Coach Jeff Koegel.
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Fanwood H.S. Sports in Review
SP-F Raider Softballers Emerged
As One of Union County Top Teams
Piniat gained her acclaim as a pitcher but was
Four years ago, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
softball team began its climb from a less than also proficient with the “metal stick”. This seamediocre team and emerged to the top rungs son, she batted .398 and led the Raiders in
of the Union County status
ladder this year. This successful rise to prominence can be
attributed primarily to the
performances of seniors Katie
Church, Megan Miller and
Katie Blom and the superb
pitching of senior Alicia
Piniat.
As freshmen, Church,
Miller, Blom and Piniat used
their skills to convert a sub.500, 1997 season into a 128 season in 1998. The Raiders finished 16-7 in 1999 and
17-7 last year. This year, they
received the top seed in the
Union County tournament,
although falling to Governor
Livingston in the finals, and
finished 20-7 for a four-year
record of 65-29.
First baseman Miller, in her AN ATHLETE AND A SCHOLAR...Katie Church was a fine
marvelous varsity career, had softball player and a Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch
a .430 batting average (BA). Plains-Fanwood Scholar Athlete.
Church, a third baseman who
converted to catcher this year, had a .359 scoring with 30. Known for her control on the
career BA. Blom honed her skills at shortstop mound, Piniat finished her career 49-19 with a
but also developed as a good clutch hitter. 1.4 earned run average and yielded just 80 walks
This year Blom blossomed with 23 RBI, 19 in 442.3 innings while fanning 409 opponents
and limiting them to a mere .200 BA.
runs scored and a .325 BA.

Raider Soccer Boys Complete 22-2-2 Season
Another successful season
straight Watchung Conferwent into the books for the
ence title.
SP-F High School boys socProbably the best goalcer team. The Raiders
keeper in the state, if not
outscored their opponents,
one of the finest in the na65-8, and finished with a
tion, senior Brad Lowyns
22-2-2 record which was
broke two SP-F records.
highlighted by a 0-0 tie with
Lowyns’ career shutout toNo 1 ranked St. Benedict’s
tal of 43 eclipsed the 40
Prep. Head Coach Tom
amassed by standout Jeff
Breznitsky’s career record
Gillie (1997) – now at
rose to an astounding 426Princeton University – and
108-28.
his 19 shutouts this season
“The 65 goals was the least
topped the 17 set by Pat
amount of goals scored by
Acipink in 1987.
any (SP-F) team which finSenior Mike Zotti led his
ished with 20 or more victoteam in scoring with 25
ries,” pointed out Breznitsky.
goals and in assists with 13.
For the seventh time durHis four-year varsity total
Raider Mike Zotti
ing his tenure, Breznitsky’s
of 60 goals placed him secRaiders won the Union County champion- ond on the all-time SP-F list behind Leno
ship. Additionally, they captured their 15th- DiCuollo (1984-87) who totaled 105.

Raider Netmen Win First Ever Over Blue Devils
For the first time in its history, the 19-6 SPF High School boys tennis team defeated
Westfield in a head-to-head match, winning 4-1
on May 24 and gaining a co-share of the
Watchung Conference, National Division title.
“I realize that Westfield did not field their
absolute starting team but neither did we,”
pointed out Raider Head Coach Dave Blackman.
“We have had average teams, good teams and
very good teams. And until today, we have still
never beaten them.”
The most impressive match came at second

singles where Raider senior John Corbin – a
Union County champion at first doubles in 2000
– came back to defeat Dave Eisenberg, the 2001
Union County third singles champion.
“What a way for John to go out with a bang!”
exclaimed Blackman.
WINNERS: First Singles, Griffin Maloney (W);
Second Singles, John Corbin (SPF); Third
Singles, Joe Wilkinson (SPF); First Doubles,
Mike Thompson and Josh Saunders (SPF);
Second Doubles, Dave Sigmon and Jesse
Rogowsky (SPF)
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2000-2001 Scotch Plains-Fanwood H.S. Sports in Review
Spirit

Raiders Recover; Trample Farmer Footballers, 34-14

True spirit and pride emerged from the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School football team on Thanksgiving Day. And that
attitude combined with their proven versatility and skill earned the Raiders a 34-14
trampling of the hosting Union Farmers.
Actually, the Raiders made a double killing. First, after losing a heartbreaker in the
final 50 seconds to ninth-ranked West Morris just five days before in the semifinals of
the North Jersey (NJ), Section 2, Group 3
tournament, the Raiders rebounded magnificently to gain a big win in their season’s
final game. Secondly, the Raiders made it
two-in-a-row over the Farmers.
“We were devastated. We had kids crying
in the bus and crying during the films on
Monday,” said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli of his team’s reaction to their loss
against West Morris. “We had to put it aside
and say it’s over. Let’s go play. And that is the
character of this team. You had to be around
all year to sense it, to smell it and to see that
this group of kids was special.”
Last year the Raiders rebounded from a
disappointing 14-2 loss to Rahway in the
sectional tournament at Kean University to
topple, for perhaps the first time in their
history, the then 17th-ranked Farmers, 2713. The offensive heroes were standout
Nathan Jones, who plowed for 169 yards and
three touchdowns, and Gary Cousar, who
had a 59-yard touchdown interception.

Pride

Last year, the huge Raider line held the potent Farmers to just two touchdowns. This season, it was the “Wild Dogs” who rocked
the Farmers back on their heels. The “Wild
Dogs” held the Farmers to just 14 yards total
rushing.
“It’s amazing,” expressed Ciccotelli of the
Raiders’ second-straight win against Union.
“They are a good program. It has been a
measuring stick in this county for a long
time. And our kids just did not back down.
We play hard and we work hard. That is
what we have done since the first day of
practice.”
Senior halfback Clifton Freshwater accounted for two touchdowns and reeled off 96
total yards rushing. Junior quarterback Brian
Schiller, who had a six-yard touchdown run,
hit 8-for-12 passing for 129 yards, including
a 47-yard TD strike to tight end Andrew
Pavoni early in the second quarter. Sophomore Kyle Adams added a 41-yard punt return for a TD.
“We had a great year and everybody
played hard,” pointed out Freshwater. “Everybody came together. It was all about
teamwork. We had a young team and everybody matured. Last week we lost to
West Morris but this showed the character
of this team. We came out, we played, we
won.” (Veni, vidi, vici)!
The Raiders finished with an 8-3 record.
WILD DOGS ON THE WOLFPACK...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider defense known as
the “Wild Dogs” smother a West Morris Wolfpack halfback. The Raiders took ninth-ranked
Sc Plns-Fanwood 6 21 7 0
34
West Morris to the brink of extinction in the North Jersey, Section 2 Group 3 semifinals. Five
Union
0 7 7 0
14
days later, the Raiders recovered to defeat Union, 34-14, on Thanksgiving Day.
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The Jewish Community Center
By SETH AUGENSTEIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Although physical renovations to the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey spanned the years 1994 to 1997, its active
cultural and civic roles continue to evolve at the
Wilf Jewish Community Campus, located at
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. The Wilf
Jewish Community Center is recognized by the
United Way agency, the Constituent Agency of
the Jewish Federation of Central New Jersey, and
the JCC Association of America. However, it
doesn't rest on its laurels; it consistently devises
and experiments with new programs and activities aimed at bringing more people into its extensive and extended family.
Whether it's summer camps for children or
classes for senior citizens, or anything in between, the center has something for everyone.

Ingrid McKinley for Our Towns

RELAXING…Lori Bornstein of Cranford
allows herself some time to sit back and read.

"If you're not interested in the Second Annual
Comedy Night, then there's always the knitting
club," said Public Relations Director Randi
Zucker, with a laugh. One of the more exciting
activities sure to appeal to many is Family Recreation Night. Scheduled for Saturday, November
3, the event is designed for families with children
5 years of age or older. Pool activities, spin classes,
chair massages, basketball and treadmill races
will be featured. In addition, the JCC Café and
Teen Lounge will be open.
A new event that will cater to teenagers is the
first annual Battle of the Bands, set for Saturday,
December 15. All local acts and bands are welcome, and prizes will be awarded to the winners.
The program is just part of an array of activities for high-school age students; other offerings
include the new Co-ed Youth Basketball Local
League (which also runs from grades 1 through
12); Teen Night; B'nai Brith Youth Organization
and SAT Prep classes, to name just a few.
Families with two working parents also value
Kid Zone at the facility affectionately known as
the "J." Billed as "a safe, structured, quality
environment to spend time in after school," the
program boasts supervised homework time, various activities and personal attention from a professional staff.
Children in kindergarten through fifth grade

are transported from local schools to the JCC,
although the program is available for children
through the eighth grade. It runs from 3 to 6
p.m., Monday through Thursday, while Fridays
end at 4:30 p.m.
Cultural Arts and Education is a huge part of
the curriculum offered at the JCC. Activities
such as the new Couples Cooking class highlight
home life, while the Evening Book Group and
similar gatherings solicit intellectual discussion.
Such literary luminaries as Bruce Feiler and
Arje Shaw also teach classes about their considerable work; Mr. Feiler is the Scholar-in-Residence and teaches a class regarding his recent
best-selling book. Mr. Shaw, a Broadway playwright, discusses his books and plays in his class.
In addition, Jenna Weissman Joselit will appear on Thursday, November 29, at 7 p.m. at the
Annual JCC Book Fair and give a special presentation on the striking social history of American
clothing. On Sunday, January 6, at 10:30 a.m.,
Rabbi Ron Isaacs of Temple Sholom in
Bridgewater will head a Sunday Speaker Series in
the study and daily application of Jewish prayer.
(Mr. Shaw is the other speaker).
The possibilities abound at the "J" in the
cultural and arts studies, with classes made available through simple registration and nominal
fees. A big part of the JCC's curriculum is the
nursery school. With over 200 children ranging
in age from 2 years to kindergarten, the preschool has a long history of success in reaching
young children through arts and crafts, physical
education and theme activities, among other
programs.
During the lazy, hazy summer days, more
than 800 children annually participate in the
JCC's Camp Yachad, described as "a place where
children are encouraged to grow as individuals,
build self esteem, develop new skills and make
new friends."
Summer camp participants range from 2½year-olds through ninth graders. Separated into
groups by age, the children are engaged in corresponding activities; the youngest will participate
in arts and crafts, while older kids will take day
trips to amusement parks and the like.
Aquatics are an integral part of life at the
JCC. An Olympic-size swimming pool is used in
fitness, educational, and competitive ways.
Whether it be swimming laps to tone one's
physique, taking lifeguard training classes or
competing in the New Jersey JCC Swim League
as a member of the Barracudas, the JCC's pool is
a venue just about anyone can enjoy.
Younger people are not the only ones who are
catered to at the JCC. For the 55 and over crowd,
there is a plethora of classes, clubs and social and
recreational programs tailored to a variety of
interests.
For those favoring culture and literary themes,
there are classes which focus on the modern
novel and Shakespeare. Clubs span everything

Ingrid McKinley for Our Towns

BEATING THE HEAT…On a hot summer day, children at the Jewish Community Center
Summer Camp enjoy a refreshing cool down with buckets of water.

from a sports-based travel group to the Yiddish
Club.
The Social and Recreation programs offered
include Current Events, Therapeutic Exercise,
Jewish Culture and Hands-on Art. Seniors also
have the opportunity to participate in trips to the
Mohegan Sun casino, the Brooklyn Museum of
Art and a sculpture park and museum.
Last but not least, the JCC provides physical
fitness equipment and programs geared toward
all ages and interests. Clubs proliferate in every
activity that is potentially available within the
newly renovated building.
The gymasium and equipment dates back to
1997, is in top condition and is easily accessible
by all. Personal training is available upon request,
and there is even a babysitting area.
Spinning, or "a virtual outdoor road ride" on

an exercise bike, is available. So is Tae Boxing,
circuit training, yoga and other more "conventional" workout methods. The JCC's facility
makes it possible for everyone to reach their
fitness goal, whatever it might be.
With the number and diversity of its programs, the JCC seeks to be an all-inclusive
facility for members and non-members alike.
Ms. Zucker remarked that she is proud of the
way the JCC is constantly evolving for the better.
"The programs offered here are so varied and
dynamic that everyone finds a home at the JCC.
Through these programs, the JCC is creating a
community within a community for all of its
members," she said.
For further information on the center and
any of its programs, contact (908) 889-8800 or
info@jccnj.org, or visit www.jccnj.org.
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Cheri Rogowsky for Our Towns

TEAM SPIRIT…Pictured are young participants in the Maccabiah (Israeli
Olympics). The event features various fun contests.
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools –
Well-Rounded Students, Improved Facilities
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Despite students’ absence through the
summer, Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
schools buzzed with activity, as maintenance
workers and outside contractors set to work
implementing capital improvement projects
and the construction/renovation projects authorized by local voters in the December
2000 bond referendum.
The $35.7 million spending plan provided for renovations at each of the district’s
eight schools, which includes Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS), two middle
schools and five elementary schools.
The district and the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education built their case
for the referendum on three points: increasing enrollment in the district; the need to
comply with state-mandated education programs and the importance of addressing
challenges posed by aging facilities.
Using state capacity figures and professional enrollment projections, it was estimated that local schools would be 1,000
students over capacity by the 2004-2005
school year without facilities improvements.
District officials are hopeful the bulk of
construction will be completed by September 2002, when fifth graders from the district’s
five elementary schools are scheduled to
move into Park and Terrill Middle Schools to
free up space at the elementary level.
In addition to expanding facilities and
addressing assorted maintenance issues, improvements will bring buildings into compliance with the Americans With Disabilities
Act by better accommodating individuals
with special needs, through elevators, ramps
and lavatory upgrades.
Other improvements include telephone/
intercom systems; media center renovations
and expansion and electrical upgrades, as
well as roof, door and window replacements.
Each elementary school will receive a
second multi-purpose room and Coles School,
the district’s largest elementary school, will
be enhanced with four additional classrooms.
Terrill Middle School, built in 1965, will
receive 12 new classrooms and an additional
multi-purpose room to accommodate the
influx of fifth-grade students. Plans are in
place to install an elevator, construct a new
band room, expand Terrill’s media center
and re-roof the area over the existing gymnasium.
Across town, the district’s oldest school
building, Park, was last renovated in 1960.
Built in 1925, Park is undergoing massive
renovations totaling $7.49 million.
Work includes construction of a new
gymnasium; installation of an elevator; replacement of seating, skylights and carpeting
in the auditorium; top-to-bottom renovation of all classrooms, science, art and music
rooms, and window replacement.
Work began at SPFHS, Park Middle
School and School One Elementary in June.
At School One, which was constructed in
1972 (two modular classrooms were added
in 1998), all classrooms were divided by
partitions rather than permanent walls.
This summer, workers began the task of

installing walls on the second floor of the
elementary school and reconfiguring the media center as their first order of business.
At Park, beginning work focused on the
media center, auxiliary gymnasium and one
locker room on the ground floor, which necessitated some shifting of classes during June.
In early August, Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi reported that work was
progressing pretty much on schedule, although there had been some delays due to
difficulties obtaining materials and supplies.
Mr. Del Sordi attributed these delays to
the increased demand for these items from
manufacturers, given all the school construction underway in New Jersey.
At SPFHS, construction work kept high
school staff members busy during the summer months, as roof replacement, auditorium renovations and field work got underway. Originally built in 1957, the high school
was last renovated in 1968.
“With workmen pretty much replacing
the whole (roof ),” said Dr. David Heisey,
Principal, the high school campus was littered with heavy equipment, including
cranes, through much of the summer. He
reported asbestos removal in the auditorium
was completed in late July, allowing renovations to begin there.
“It’s hard to say when we’ll get it (the
auditorium) back,” said the Principal, who
hopes auditorium renovations will be completed by January 2002. Other projects include replacement of all windows, along with
installation of two elevators and a second
floor link between the old and newer high
school buildings.
With students returning to school September 5, Dr. Heisey agreed there were
logistical considerations, but anticipated
“minimal disruptions” where students were
concerned.
As the windows are replaced, the principal indicated it might necessitate moving
certain classes from one room to another on
a temporary basis. With the auditorium unavailable, the high school had to re-think its
traditional assembly program.
Mr. Del Sordi reported that construction
at Terrill Middle and Coles Elementary
Schools was scheduled to begin this month.
Constructed in 1963, Coles was renovated in
1972 and added two modular classrooms in
1998.
Much of the new construction work required for these schools can be done outside
existing buildings, while school is in session,
to minimize the disruption to students, teachers and staff.
As of publication, dates were not available for construction starts for the other
schools in the district, including McGinn
Elementary (built in 1967), Brunner Elementary (built in 1961) and Evergreen Elementary (built in 1951; most recent renovation 1960; two modular classrooms added in
1998).
The excitement and challenge of implementing projects will simply add to the
action at Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools this
year, as academic instruction blends with
extracurricular pursuits to fully fill students’
school days.

Last spring, Terrill students enjoyed a full
week of special events that focused on heightening sixth, seventh and eighth graders’ school
spirit by sparking a friendly rivalry among
the grades.
School Spirit Week activities included a
pep rally to launch the festivities, a hallwaydecorating contest, a student-faculty volleyball game, the wearing of school and grade
colors and a game night.
Spirited teachers coordinated each grade
level’s participation in the various events,
bringing together students, faculty and staff
in a fun way.
One of the activities Coles School students enjoy under the environmental education arm of the Parent Teacher Association is the opportunity to get outdoors
and spruce up school grounds during the
spring.
For a number of years, parent Marcia
Anderson has designed grade-appropriate activities that range from filling planters to
adorning the school’s entry ways, to weeding
and mulching the environmental education
center behind the school and planting trees
in the courtyard.

At Brunner, Bike Rodeo Safety Day drew
over 100 third, fourth and fifth graders in
May for an informative talk on bicycle safety
by a Scotch Plains police officer.
The Bike Stand shop performed safety
checks on all bikes and children had to
navigate a bike safety course designed by
Brunner parent Bob Young.
In a fun way, the annual Field Day at
Evergreen School challenged the agility of
students in kindergarten through fifth grade
through a series of activities that had them
jumping, running, crawling and kicking their
way through the event.
Directed by physical education teacher
Tom Baylock, the students divided into
“green” and “white” teams symbolizing
Evergreen’s school colors. While classroom teachers kept score, parents gathered along the sidelines, cheering on the
teams.
One example of children learning by doing — and doing good for the world around
them — was the “Save the Rainforest” project
undertaken by the sixth grade B Team at Park
Middle School under the tutelage of teacher
Ginny Boris.

Scotch Plains - Fanwood Public Schools
Evergreen Ave. & Cedar St., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908) 232-6161
Superintendent of Schools – Dr. Carol B. Choye, Ext. 40 or 14
Assistant Superintendent for Instruction – Dr. Kathleen Regan, Ext. 16
Business Administrator/Board Secretary – Anthony Del Sordi, Ext. 20
Personnel Specialist – Robert Raiford, Ext. 30
Dir., Dept. of Special Services – Dr. Timothy Hamway, (908) 889-0100
Community School/Continuing Ed. Coordinator – Cynthia S. Mendelson, Ext. 43
Public Information Coordinator – Kathleen L. Meyer, Ext. 42
Network Administrator/Tech Coord. – Joanne Arvay, Ext. 17

SHARED EXPERIENCE…Students and teachers in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
school district partner in the classroom to get the most out of instructional time. In addition
to the high school, the district includes two middle schools and five elementary schools, all of
which have had or are undergoing renovations to improve the facilities.
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NJAR Million Dollar Club: 1998-2000
E-mail: suechecchio@home.com

Cheri Rogowsky for Our Towns

A BRAND NEW YEAR…Second-grader Craig Gorbunoff, age 7, left, and his brother,
Andrew, 9, right, who is in the fourth grade, join third-grade student Ira Thompson, 8, as they
begin the new year at McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains in September. The
Gorbunoff siblings and their family moved to the area from Tennessee just a couple of days
before the start of school.

Board of Education
Dr. Donald E. Sheldon
President
Jessica D. Simpson
Vice President

Theresa Larkin
Linda Nelson
Craig Nowlin
Patricia Hoynes-O’Connor
Lance Porter
Thomas Russo
Edward J. Saridaki, Jr.

Agenda setting meetings of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education are
generally held on the second Thursday of each month, and regular public meetings are
usually held on the fourth Thursday in the board’s Administrative Office at Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains. Sessions generally begin at 8 p.m.

In addition to studying the rainforests of
the world and developing related projects,
students created a 15-foot rainforest, which
debuted at “Save the Rainforest Night” in
March.
Students’ fundraising efforts during the
project generated $2,092 for the Nature
Conservancy’s Adopt an Acre Program,
which is dedicated to preserving acres of
rainforests.
Community service plays a big part in
students’ school life, with a number of
schools teaming up to support the work of
Heart for Humanity, a program founded by
Fanwood resident Tricia Nering.
School One, for instance, launched
S.O.S. (School One Service) last year. Inspired by KidsCare at McGinn School, the
School One PTA sought ways to get children involved in donating their time and
talents, rather than giving money, to help
others in their community, according to
parent Rosemary DiBattista, who helps coordinate S.O.S.
Projects like making cards for veterans
on Veterans’ Day, making up goody bags at
Halloween for children who cannot go trickor-treating, and creating Valentines for patients at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield demonstrated to the children how important it is “to give of yourself,” said Mrs. DiBattista.
Parent Carol Driscoll explained KidsCare
at McGinn has been in place since 1997.
The PTA-sponsored program encourages
students to volunteer for such diverse activities as a book drive for a Plainfield school
starting its own library; decorating painters’
caps for children with cancer, and conducting a brown bag food collection in their
neighborhoods to support the local welfare

department.
One of many organizations at SPFHS
involved in community service is Students
Concerned for the Needy, which again participated in the annual Thirty Hour Famine
sponsored by World Vision.
Students raised more than $2,000, which
will be used to feed starving children in
other countries and help provide inhabitants of underdeveloped nations with handson assistance in learning how to grow food,
revitalize farmland and dig wells for clean
drinking water.
The program also helps to educate the
citizens of these countries on agricultural,
hygiene and planning methods, according
to the club’s Web page.
Further information about the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school district is
available at www.njcommunity.org/
spfnet/

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555 ext. 199
Direct Dial (908) 301-2014

EXPERIENCE • TRUST • RELIABILITY
Buying or selling a home requires a creative, pro-active, full time
service system.
Sue Checchio has consistently been recognized as one of the top
Realtors serving our area. Her marketing and negotiating skills,
along with her extensive real estate experience and first hand knowledge of the community separate her from the rest.
Supported by Coldwell Banker’s #1 Office, Sue has the ability, the
technology and the dedication necessary to service all of your real
estate needs.
Some people think any Realtor will do...
Others expect more!

ENJOY DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD!

THE DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION
MANAGING THE SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Call For Your Free “Downtown Westfield Shopping Directory” and
“Taste of The Town” Restaurant Guide • 908-789-9444
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Local Churches Strengthen Faith
Through Enriching Experiences
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for Our Towns

Both Scotch Plains and Fanwood are steeped
in a rich tradition of community service, as
reflected through a broad spectrum of programs and activities hosted by various religious congregations and devoted volunteers
in the neighboring towns.
A complete list of all the community outreach programs sponsored by organizations
and individuals in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
would fill volumes. The following is a sampling of just a few of the ways in which some
local congregations and individual volunteers
exemplify "communities in action."
Woodside Chapel, located on Morse Avenue in Fanwood, will soon celebrate its 50th
year of serving the community. The only nondenominational and unaffiliated church in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood area, Woodside
Chapel includes a very active body of members who volunteer their time to a number of
community service endeavors.
The Woodside Chapel's Girls and Boys
Club offers school-age children in first through
sixth grades an opportunity to get to know
each other and the Bible in a friendly social
atmosphere, supervised by adult volunteers,
on Friday nights from October to May.
Open to the public, and drawing children
from many surrounding towns, the Girls and
Boys Club has approximately 30 to 40 participants on any given Friday, who enjoy crafts,
play games, sing and study Bible verses.
Each year, the club has special outings and
events for the children, such as picnics, iceskating and sleigh riding. There are prizes for
learning Bible verses and the children are
invited to bring their friends along.
Woodside Chapel also sponsors the MOPS

(Mothers of Preschoolers) Program for mothers of young children. More than 1,500 MOPS
groups gather in churches throughout the
United States and in nine other countries.
The program offers mothers a chance to
drop off their young children for structured
activities, while enjoying the opportunity to
socialize, form friendships, participate in discussion groups and hear monthly speakers on
topics pertinent to parenting.
Forty-five families participate in Woodside's
MOPS Program, which meets on Tuesday
mornings, from 9 to 11:15 a.m.
The Scotch Plains Baptist Church on Park
Avenue, which has been serving the community for over 250 years, has been extensively
involved in helping the homeless and those in
need of housing assistance through several
outreach programs.
For the past five years, Scotch Plains Baptist
Church has been an integral contributor to
the Greater Plainfield Chapter of Habitat for
Humanity. Habitat, an international organization, builds affordable housing for lowincome families.
Church members volunteer their time in
the construction of Habitat houses and on
several other Habitat committees.
Carol Rothwell, the wife of Scotch Plains
Baptist Pastor Gary Rothwell, works with
Habitat as the program's budgeting and finance counselor, teaching prospective
homeowners how to handle the financial responsibilities of home ownership.
Along with other local churches, Scotch
Plains Baptist also provides lunches to Habitat construction teams. Many local churches
also provide meeting space for Habitat business meetings.

SEASON FOR PUMPKINS...Youngsters from the Girls and Boys Club at the Woodside
Chapel in Fanwood enjoy Halloween festivities. The club offers children from first through
sixth grade an opportunity to make new friends and grow in their faith in a social atmosphere
supervised by adult volunteers. Woodside Chapel, located on Morse Avenue, celebrates its
50th anniversary this year.

With the support of several local congregations, the Interfaith Council for the Homeless
has been providing temporary housing to
displaced families and homeless individuals in
Union County for the past 10 years.
Besides assisting families by providing temporary housing at one of the participating
church locations, the organization also provides training and job placement assistance in
order to help people with their long-term
goals. Assistance with obtaining affordable,
permanent housing is also one of the goals of
the Council.

While several local churches host meetings
of the Interfaith Council for the Homeless, a
few parishes, including Willow Grove Presbyterian, Immaculate Heart of Mary and First
United Methodist, all in Scotch Plains, contribute teams of volunteers to set up living
space at the churches to provide temporary
shelters for homeless individuals and families
on a rotating basis.
There are more than 34 hosting churches in
Union County, offering temporary shelter to
28 homeless people each night. Over 50
percent of the Council's homeless clients are
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children. Supporting churches, which provide meeting space for the Council, include
Scotch Plains Baptist, Fanwood Presbyterian
and Congregation Beth Israel of Scotch Plains.
Saint John's Baptist Church, located on
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains, utilizes a
rather unique and creative approach to serving young people in the community. The
Saint John's Dance Ministry, directed by lifelong Scotch Plains resident Keva Renee
Otunuya, includes more than 20 children and
young adults, ages 5 through 20, who employ
dance as a way to convey their spiritual love of
God and the Bible.
Dance ministry participants study steps
from cultures that span the globe, while
adorned in traditional costumes from around
the world. The dancers also perform dramatic
interpretations, acting out passages from the
Bible. "Many cultures employ dance as an
integral part of their worship service. This is
another way of educating and worshipping,"
Mrs. Otunuya remarked.
The dance troupe also travels to other
churches to perform. "Dancing in front of
congregations gives the children self-confidence and enhances their self-esteem," Mrs.
Otunuya said. The group takes monthly trips,
like seeing the Alvin Ailey Dancers, or to
roller-skate together. This year, several young
men joined the dance troupe, adding a new
dimension to the group's performances. "It's
important to show young people that church
can be fun," Mrs. Otunuya explained.
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, located on
Martine Avenue in Fanwood, operates one of
several local community food banks. The
church, which collects food on a weekly basis
and distributes the goods to needy families,
works in conjunction with local social service
agencies to determine where the food needs to
go. Individuals and families can also pick up
groceries at the food bank once a month on

the third Saturday of the month.
Another noteworthy organization, Heart
for Humanity, is run by Fanwood resident
Patricia Nering. Heart for Humanity collects
and distributes clothing, household items and
furniture to individuals and families in need.
Families can become displaced for a variety of
reasons, Mrs. Nering pointed out. Bread winners leave the home or lose their job; houses
burn down and families can be left destitute
and homeless. Families and individuals are
referred to her through local social service
agencies and churches. Heart for Humanity
also distributes baby items, such as diapers
and baby furniture, to single mothers in need
of assistance.
Mrs. Nering has been operating this service
since 1994 out of her home and is assisted by
others from the community. Heart for Humanity also works in concert with Students
Concerned for the Needy, a Scotch PlainsFanwood High School organization, which
conducts clothing and toy drives for families
in need. Local Girl Scout and Boy Scout
troops also work with Heart for Humanity,
conducting clothing and toy drives.
"There is a tremendous degree of economic disparity and there are dozens of
individuals and families right here in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood who need our help,"
Mrs. Nering pointed out. Mrs. Nering has
won several awards from the borough and
the county for her outstanding work on
behalf of the needy and the homeless. "I do
this to give back to the community, but also
to teach our children that helping others is
the right thing to do," Mrs. Nering said.
Heart for Humanity is always in need of baby
and children's clothing, household items
and furniture, which must be in excellent
condition for distribution. Anyone interested in making donations may call Mrs.
Nering at (908) 322-5206.

Scotch P
lains
Plains
B aptist Chur
ch
Church
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,
But whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.
Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.”

Life Have You All Worked Up?
Need A Refreshing Break?

Life’s demands have you in a sweat? Struggling
to pay bills, get the kids to all their activities and
meeting deadlines at work? Scotch Plains Baptist
Church is a place where you can go to have your
spirit refreshed and be encouraged to better cope
with life’s demands. You will find a caring community, teaching that relates to everyday challenges
and refreshing worship that will connect with your
spiritual side.

Sunday Services: 9:30 Sunday School • 11:00 Worship
Offering Christian worship,
fellowship, education and
ministry to the local
community
(908) 322-5487
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First United Methodist Church of Westfield
One East Broad Street
(across for the monument)
parking lot accessible from Ferris Place off Prospect Street.

www.fumcwestfield.org

Sunday Schedule
9:30 - Seekers Service, an informal
contemporary style of worship.
9:30 - Education Hour
11:00 - Morning Worship & Children’s Church

WELCOME TO A
DIFFERENT KIND OF CHURCH ...

First Congregational Church
(a member of the United Church of Christ)

Thoughtful
a tolerant faith committed to intellectual honesty and inquiry

Accepting
a community in which differing beliefs are valued and respected

Progressive
continuing a long history of relating faith to human rights

Authentic
celebrating the freedom of real people to be themselves

Congregational
a church governed by its members, democratically

Christian
blending Protestant tradition with fresh perspective
“A Historic Past, A Future of Hope”

Christian Day School
Full Day Kindergarten

Year-Round Extended Care • Flexible Schedules

(908) 322 - 9187

At First Congregational Church, you are invited to explore faith and
church membership at your own pace. A warm welcome awaits you!
Join us for worship service and church school, Sundays at 10 a.m.

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
For further information please call (908) 233-2494
or visit www.westfieldnj.com/fcc

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Thursday, October 18, 2001

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Page 30

OUR TOWNS

4th Annual Edition

Directory of Churches
All Saints' Episcopal Church
559 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-8047
Reverend Jane Rockman

Bethel Baptist Church
539 Trinity Place, Westfield
(908) 233-4250
Reverend Kevin Clark
The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints
1781 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 889-5556
Bishop Linden Slaugh
Congregation Ari Yehuda
1251 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains
(732) 541-4849
Community Presbyterian Church
Deer Path & Meeting House Lane
Mountainside - (908) 232-9490
www.mountainsidenj.com/cpc
Reverend Christopher R. Belden
Congregation Beth Israel
18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains
(908) 889-1830
www.scotchplains.com/cbi
cbi1818@aol.com
Rabbi George Nudell
Echo Lake Church of Christ
419 Springfield Avenue, Westfield
(908) 233-4946
www.geocities.com/echolakechurch/
public_html
echolakechurch@yahoo.com
Jeff Harris
Evangel Church
1251 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-9300
www.evangelchurch.com
kathie@evangelchurch.com
Reverend Kevin M. Brennan
Fanwood Presbyterian Church
Martine & LaGrande Avenues
Fanwood - (908) 889-8891
Reverend Robert T. Snell
The First Baptist Church
170 Elm Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2278
www.fbcwestfield.org
1st.baptist.westfield@att.net
Reverend Dr. Darla Dee Turlington
First Church of Christ Scientist
257 Midway Avenue, Fanwood
(908) 322-8461
First Reader Vivian Deland
First Church of Christ Scientist
422 East Broad Street, Westfield
(908) 233-5029
www.westfieldnj.com/fccs
First Reader Nancy Tuthill
Second Reader Allen Coleman
First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
125 Elmer Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2494
www.westfieldnj.com/fcc
fcc@westfieldnj.com
Rev. Dr. Chris Atwood, Senior Minister
Rev. Pamela Gilchrist, Associate Minister

First United Methodist Church
1171 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-9222
www.scotchplains.com/fumc
Reverend Sam Chong
First United Methodist Church
1 East Broad Street, Westfield
(908) 233-4211
www.fumcwestfield.org
info@fumcwestfield.org
Reverend David F. Harwood
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church
1100 Boulevard, Westfield
(908) 232-4403 or (908) 233-3938
www.westfieldnj.com/gopc
gopc@westfieldnj.com
Reverend Stanford M. Sutton, Jr.
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
250 Gallows Hill Road, Westfield
(908) 233-8533
www.westfieldnj.com/htgoc
htgoc@westfieldnj.com
Reverend Dimitrios Antokas
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
Westfield Avenue & First Street, Westfield
(908) 232-8137
www.westfieldnj.com/ht
HolyTrinity@westfieldnj.com
Rev. Monsignor Joseph P. Masiello

St. Helen's Roman Catholic Church
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield
(908) 232-1214
www.westfieldnj.com/sthelens
sthelens@westfieldnj.com
Monsignor William C. Harms
St. John's Baptist Church
2387 Morse Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 232-6972
Reverend Kelmo C. Porter, Jr.
St. Luke's African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church
500 Downer Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2547
Reverend Leon E. Randall
St. Paul's Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street, Westfield
(908) 232-8506
stpauls@westfieldnj.com
Reverend Andrew C. Hamersley
Scotch Plains Baptist Church
333 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-5487
www.scotchplainsbaptistchurch.org
spbc@scotchplainsbaptistchurch.org
Reverend Gary F. Rothwell

Scotch Plains Christian Church
1800 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains
Immaculate Heart of Mary
(908) 889-1690
Roman Catholic Church
www.scotchplains.com/spcc
1571 South Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains Minister Doug McCulley
(908) 889-2100
Reverend John F. Kennedy
Metropolitan Baptist Church
823 Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 233-2855
Reverend Clement Griffin
Mountainside Chapel
1180 Spruce Drive, Mountainside
(908) 232-3456
www.mountainsidechapel.org
mountchap@aol.com
Reverend Dr. Gregory Hagg
Director of Ministries Nick Campaga
Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church
300 Central Avenue, Mountainside
(908) 232-1162
oll@email.com
Reverend Patrick J. Leonard
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield
(908) 233-0301
www.westfieldnj.com/pc
pc@westfieldnj.com
Reverend Dr. William Ross Forbes
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Temple Beth O'r/Beth Torah
111 Valley Road, Clark
(732) 381-8403
www.uscj.org/njersey/clark
tbethor@netzero.net
Rabbi Shawn B. Zell
Temple Emanu-El
756 East Broad Street, Westfield
(908) 232-6770
www.westfieldnj.com/temple
temple@westfieldnj.com
Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff
Temple Sholom
815 West Seventh Street, Plainfield
(908) 756-6447
www.sholomnj.org
temple@sholomnj.org
Rabbi Joel N. Abraham
Terrill Road Baptist Church
1340 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-7151
members.aol.com/terrillrdbaptist
terrillrd@aol.com
Reverend Michael C. Seaman
Terrill Road Bible Chapel
535 Terrill Road, Fanwood
(908) 322-4055
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
1961 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 232-5678
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc
wilgrv@bellatlantic.net
Reverend Kenneth G. Hetzel
Woodside Chapel
5 Morse Avenue, Fanwood
(908) 889-2375
woodside@wwwebsite.com

If you have a:
✓ spiritual longing
✓ need for community
✓ desire to help others,
Check us out!
A friendly, Christ-centered faith community.
Dynamic Preaching & Inspiring Music, 10:30 a.m. Sundays
(10 a.m. July-August)
Quality programs for children, youth, & adults.

The First Baptist Church

Redeemer Lutheran Church
229 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield
(908) 232-1517
www.redeemerlutheranwestfield.com
Reverend Paul E. Kritsch
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church
2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-5192
stbarth@bellatlantic.net
Reverend Donald Hummel

Were Here for You!
Simply call us at (908) 233-2278, or visit us in person at 170 Elm Street, Westfield
or via the web at www.fbcwestfield.org
Visit a ministry of our church at www.edevotions.org
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Meeting Children’s Special Needs
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One of the jewels within the Scotch PlainsFanwood community is, without a doubt, the
Children's Specialized Hospital (CSH) branch
located between South and LaGrande Avenues
in Fanwood. Based in Mountainside, CSH is
distinguished as the largest comprehensive pediatric rehabilitation system in the United
States. The Fanwood branch, located in the
former LaGrande School, serves as a satellite to
the main hospital. While not an in-patient
medical facility, the Fanwood location offers an
array of child care, educational and rehabilitation opportunities serving individuals from
infancy through age 21.
CSH employees, as well as the community,
may enroll children in A Special Place Child
Care Center located at the Fanwood site. A fullday program, it is offered from 6:30 a.m. to 6
p.m., Monday through Friday, year round.
Infants as young as eight weeks are accepted. "Our child care center is divided into
Infant (2 to 15 months), Transitional Toddler
(15 to 24 months), Two Year Olds (24 to 36
months), Pre-School (36 to 48 months) and
Pre-Kindergarten (ages 4 going on 5)," said
Pam Radel of Clark, Manager of the Child
Care Center and a 29-year employee of CSH.
"We emphasize the development of social
skills as well as academics," she continued,
explaining that the older classes go on field trips
to the Staten Island Zoo and Jenkinson's
Aquarium in Point Pleasant.
A favorite trip of the Pre-Kindergarten class
is to the Chelsea at Fanwood assisted living
complex, right down the road from the Child
Care Center on South Avenue.
Sue Stephens of North Plainfield is the
coordinator of the CSH facility's
Neurorehabilitation Department. Here, cli-

ents ages 4½ to 21 with an acquired brain
injury due to accident or illness can receive
help with thinking, walking and talking skills.
"The Neurorehabilitation Program instills
in our children that there is much to look
forward to and so much life ahead," said Ms.
Stephens of her department.
Most
children
participate
in
Neurorehabilitation for two to nine months,
depending upon the severity of their problem.
Also located in Fanwood is a Pre-School/
Primary Program. The pre-school program
admits children 3 to 5 years of age who are
classified by their school districts as pre-school
handicapped.
There is regular interaction between the
children in this program and those in A
Special Place Child Care Center. As the youngsters visit back and forth between classes,
social skills and tolerance of others are taught
by the teachers and learned by the young
students. An Early Intervention Program is
available to help children under 3 years of age.
The Primary Program is open to children
ages 5 through 8 who are classified as being in
need of special services. "These can be medically fragile or multiply handicapped students," said Pam Venckus of Westfield, Principal and Director of Children's Educational
Services.
School hours parallel that of public schools
with one exception: the CSH School is open
year-round to avoid student regression over
the summer.
The Primary Program helps autistic children and those with language and learning
disabilities, multiple disabilities and cognitive
impairments. The school's educational programs also address attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder.
If needed, a social worker and two psy-

chologists are available to help with shortterm individual and family counseling.
"The goal is to see our students move successfully beyond our school," said Ms. Venckus,
adding that some students are able to enter the
public school system and many transfer to
other private schools upon completion of the
Primary Program.
The borough's branch of CSH has been
referred to as "Fanwood's best kept secret." For
the children receiving its services, as well as
their parents, this secret is one they just can't
keep to themselves.
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Support

The Arts

WYACT
WESTFIELD YOUNG ARTISTS' COOPERATIVE THEATRE

Professional Classes
in the

Performing Arts
for Ages 8 to 21+

Westƒield
Symphony Orchestra

Variations
On A
Fantasy

Call
908.233.3200
email
wyact@erols.com
www.westfieldnj.com/wyact

10 Successful Seasons
at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center

2001-2002
Music Director & Conductor
For information, Call 908 232-9400
www.westfieldsymphony.com * wso@westfieldnj.com
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Clubs Beautify and Serve
By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for Our Towns

Scotch Plains and Fanwood have many clubs
and organizations dedicated to such causes as
education, beautification, community service and
helping families in need.
GARDEN CLUB...The Scotch PlainsFanwood Garden Club, a state-federated, nonprofit club, is part of a large network of more than
150 clubs. Shirley Farkas is serving her third
term as President of the local organization - the
only existing club in an area where there were
once three. At any given time, the Scotch PlainsFanwood Garden Club has about 20 or so members. Although members are responsible for the
beautiful plantings displayed on the Village Green
in Scotch Plains and at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood, members do much more than simply
plant flowers.
One of the club's professional programs is
called "Garden Therapy." Here, members provide services that one wouldn't associate with a
garden club. For example, members donate
money to the Lyons Veterans Administration
Hospital for floral arrangements, provide place

Fanwood Recycling Center and the collection of
dues support the association's efforts.
GOLDEN AGERS...The Golden Agers of
Scotch Plains is a social club for the township's
senior citizens. It currently boasts 87 members,
ranging in age from 62 (the minimum age requirement for membership) to one or two members who are in their early 90s. Hermine Bowen
is serving her second year as President of Golden
Agers. While she won't disclose her age, she has
been a member of the organization for the past
five years.
Club members meet twice a month, on the
second and fourth Mondays, at the All Saints'
Episcopal Church on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Right now, the Golden Agers are in the
midst of securing funding for their own facility.
Most meetings include a guest speaker, and refreshments are always served. Speakers present a
variety of topics of interest to senior citizens.
Recent speakers have included a chiropractor
and representatives from the local historical society as well as a hot-line program. The Golden
Agers additionally offer both day trips and out-
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mats with pressed flowers to the Meals on Wheels
program and work with various nursing homes
to bring a bit of cheer to the residents through
plant-related products. Fundraisers such as the
club's Spring Plant Sale and a holiday program
each November support these endeavors. In
speaking with Mrs. Farkas, one gets the impression that the Garden Club is therapeutic for its
own members as well.
LEARNING DISABILITIES...The Learning Disabilities Association of Scotch PlainsFanwood has been around for at least 25 years, and
each year, there have been between 75 and 100
active members. After a four-year term, co-Presidents Bernadette Lopez and Karyn Steele stepped
down on July 1, passing the leadership duties to
Christine Bumiller. It's a challenging task. This
information resource group works with parents,
students, and administrators in an effort to take
some of the mystery out of the world of learning
disabilities. Its efforts have received support from
special education teachers.
The association accomplishes its mission
through a variety of methods, but its primary
focus is providing support and resources for
parents whose children have been classified with
a learning disability such as Attention Deficit
Disorder or autism. Throughout the school year,
workshops help parents deal with issues like how
to take a test, tips on reading or study skills, and
social issues.
A newsletter is distributed seasonally, with a
special column written by the Scotch PlainsFanwood public school district's Department of
Special Services chairperson. Annually, for the
past six years, one special student is honored on
Recognition Night. Local fundraisers including
a craft show, garage sale, turns working at the

of-town excursions to those with a sense of
adventure. Annual dues are just $5 and there is a
monthly refreshment fee of $1.
COLLEGE CLUB...The College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains is dedicated to supporting higher education among local young women
and also helps present the annual College Night
program at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
First Vice President Anna Martinelli was recently honored by having been selected to take
the Presidency for the 2002-2003 year. She
speaks of the other club members -- all of whom
must be women with at least a bachelor's degree
-- with great admiration.
The organization, which has been in existence for 68 years, provides scholarship money to
females who are either in college or are graduating from high school and plan to pursue baccalaureate degrees. The organization typically disperses $15,000 to $20,000 each year to 12
deserving young women. Each May, the club
holds a Scholarship Reception Dinner for the
recipients and their families.
To raise funds for its scholarship program,
the College Club publishes a Community Date
Calendar and hosts an annual fashion show.
Member fees cover monthly meetings, which
usually feature a guest speaker. In the past,
Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco has
addressed the group, along with several judges
and college professors. Topics have focused on
the roles of women in society, including the
contributions they have made in such areas as art
and history. The College Club also affords members social opportunities, with subgroups dedicated to tennis, jazz, gourmet lunch and literature, and is actively recruiting new members,
according to Ms. Martinelli.
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SERVICE LEAGUE...Through its Thrift
Shop at 1730 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains, the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League
provides support to a variety of charitable endeavors. Every last cent raised at the volunteerrun Thrift Shop is distributed to local organizations, and every item is donated by local residents. In fact, members must agree to give half a
day per week and three Saturdays annually to
staffing the store. Visitors to the shop will find a
large selection of used clothing, as well as small
household items and bric-a-brac.
Last year, 20 very grateful organizations split
the $43,000 raised by the Service League through
Thrift Shop sales. Recipient organizations must

apply for funding, and a meeting is held each
spring to determine which groups will be funded
and for how much. This 28-year-old club has
about 55 members, all of whom pay dues of $20
each year. Dues cover two luncheons, one during
the holidays and the other in the spring.
Publicity Chairwoman Joan Suter has emphasized that members do not dip into the proceeds
from the shop to cover these social gatherings. She
also mentioned that the Service League is always
seeking new members. Local residents are also
invited to bring any "treasures" from their attic or
garage, such as clothing that no longer fits, or to
donate yard sale "leftovers" to the Thrift Shop for
the benefit of local organizations.
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FanwoodAt aGovernment
Glance

LEADING THE BOROUGH…The governing body of Fanwood, headed by Mayor Louis C.
Jung, center, generally convenes on the first Wednesday and second Thursday of each month
at 8 p.m. at Borough Hall. Behind the Mayor, pictured left to right, are: Councilwoman Karen
M. Schurtz, Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell, Councilman Stuart S. Kline, Councilman
Thomas P. Ryan, Jr., Council President Joel Whitaker and Councilwoman Carol Wood.
FANWOOD DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Fanwood Municipal Boards
PLANNING BOARD
Gregory Cummings, Chairman
Andrew Calamaras, Fourth Alternate
John Celardo
Christine Graham, Third Alternate
John Gurley
Eric Hess
Louis C. Jung, Mayor
Sophie Kauchak, Mayor’s Designee
Nancy Koederitz
Andrew MacDonald
Jack Molenaar, Vice Chairman
William E. Populus, Jr., First Alternate
Regina Tenzer, Second Alternate
Joel Whitaker, Council Representative
Robert J. Mega, Attorney
Ruth Page, Secretary
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
Dean Talcott, Chairman
Matthew Glennon
Christine Graham
Judith Nadolny
Clayton Pierce
Patricia Plante
Phyllis Sandrock, First Alternate
Peter Vanderheyden
Carol Wood, Council Liaison
BOARD OF HEALTH
Mary Anne Alfano, First Alternate
Frank Borger
Joseph Britt, Second Alternate
Patricia Lindsey
Carol McGonigle
Katherine Mitchell, Council Liaison
Patricia Nering
Linda Talcott
Bruce Walsh
Colleen Huehn, Secretary
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Dolores O'Brien, Chairwoman
John Celardo
Edward Groskinsky
Darlene Kasten, Second Alternate
Steven Richard Moore
Joseph Nagy
Carol Oakes
Karen M. Schurtz, Council Liaison
John Todd
David Trumpp, First Alternate

RECREATION COMMISSION
Russell Wells, Chairman
Art Badala
Linda Caminiti
Thomas Drubulis
Kenneth Fischer, Second Alternate
Thomas P. Ryan, Jr., Council Liaison
Pamela Sayles
Thomas Smith
George Speer
Doris Terry, First Alternate
Kevin Ewing, Exec. Dir. of Recreation
Thomas Baylock, Assistant Director
SHADE TREE COMMISSION
Steve Falco, Chairman
Bud Colombo
Betty Lafayette
Jeanne Kavinski, First Alternate
Joanne Muoio
Earl Phillips
Karen M. Schurtz, Council Liaison
Dr. Chester Lindsey, Second Alternate
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Steven Clark, President
Linda Bykowski
Lorna Everhart
Margaret Ferreiro
Stuart S. Kline, Council Liaison
Karen Paardecamp
David Richard
Debra Skaar
Christine Taylor
LOCAL ASSISTANCE BOARD
Marie Davis
Mary Kelley
Katherine Mitchell, Council Liaison
Maria Santo, Welfare Director
ASSESSMENT COMMISSION
Robert Buck
Joseph Nagy
George Weiss

DIRECTOR, Raymond Manfra

FOREMAN, Patrick Bellone

ASST. FOREMAN, Anthony DelMonte

SECRETARY, Mary Appezzato

OPERATOR A
Joseph Ferrara
Richard Wied
Robert Kuhrt
John Piccola

OPERATOR C
Kenneth Blom
Jeffrey Peterson

Discover what “R
EEL” personal
service is like!
If you ever have
a problem that
is not solved to
your satisfactio
n by our servic
e personnel or
office staff, you ca
n
Clint or Pete Cra speak to either of the owners,
ne.
in your problem We will take personal interest
and be responsib
le for providing
a solution. We no
t
prompt and effic only promise our customers
ient Service - W
e Guara
NOW THAT’S
“REEL” SERV ntee It!
ICE!

Serving Union County since 1925
Deal directly with the owners, call us today.

REEL–STRONG
f u e l c o.

908–276–0900

549 Lexington Ave., Cranford, N.J.
www.reel-strong.com
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Sets Us Apart!
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Fanwood Police Department
2001 Roster

Providing Unmatched Personalized Service

CHIEF
Robert J. Carboy
CAPTAIN
Donald F. Domanoski
DETECTIVE LIEUTENANT
Edward J. White, Jr.

(908) 322-5000
Emergency 9-1-1
Brian L. Bantz
Howard Drewes
Marion Browne
Sales Associate

Patricia Greiff
Sales Associate

Francis (Frank) Edmondson
Sales Associate

Chief Robert J. Carboy

SERGEANTS
Howard W. Jarvis, 3rd

Thomas J. Jedic
Richard Trigo

CORPORALS
Martin Haluza
Stephen N. Sanislo

Marc Gottlick

Francisco Marrero

DETECTIVE
Eugene M. Chin
PATROLMEN
Anthony Nassaur
Joseph M. O’Neil
Jeffrey E. Pate

Jason Everitt
Ronald Greco
Brandon Lorenz
Maureen Hopkins
Sales Associate

Dana Hutchinson
Sales Associate

Michael Schilling
Russell J. Yeager

SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS
Class II Special Officer
Lieutenant Jack Ross

Carol Jones
Sales Associate

Class I Special Officers
Captain George E. Germinder
Captain Jesse E. Pate
Police Reserve Officer
Lieutenant Robert Mielke
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Virginia Cuzzolino
Lawrence Kraft
Broker Associate

Patrick A. Manfra, Jr.
Broker Associate

Sheila McManus Pearlman
Sales Associate

Sherrie Natko
Sales Associate

Barbara Rothman
Sales Associate

Deborah Sheinbein
Sales Associate

Fanwood Volunteer
Fire Department
2001 Roster
CHIEF
John Piccola

(908) 322-7020

FIRE OFFICIAL
Thomas Scalera

Chief John Piccola

Emergency 9-1-1
ASSISTANT CHIEFS
Rick Regenthal

CAPTAIN
Jason Lowrey

Marjorie Cuccaro
Broker Manager

12

New Jersey Properties
Westfield Office
215 North Ave. West
908-232-5664

An independently owned & operated memberof the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates (a
subsidiary of the Prudential Insurance Co. of America) with offices throughout New Jersey.

Len Watt

Rick Watt

LIEUTENANTS

Dave Ziegler

MEMBERS
Robert Brennen
Dave Clausen
Mark Crawford
William Crosby
Phil D’Ambrosio
John DeProspero
Ed Dombrowski
Jeff Downing
Marc Donnodio
Howard Drewes
Jim Drewes

Mark Ettore
Doug Germinder
Marc Gottlick
Matthew Hamill
Russell Hamill
Mike Hayech
Dave Jackson
Richard Kenyon
Daniel Librandy
Jon Moberg

Patrick O’Leary
Daryl Peoples
Mike Raub
Andy Regenthal
Daniel Remler
Jack Ruh
Norman Stumpf
Stephen Szanto
Stanley Yotcoski
Dave Zawodniak
Len Zuchowski
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Fanwood
Rescue Squad
2001 Roster
DESK OFFICERS

LINE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT - John Oatis
VICE PRESIDENT - Phyllis Fasano
TREASURER - Robert Kruthers
SECRETARY - Steve Siegal
SECRETARY - Ruth Wegmann
CHAPLAIN - Robert Kruthers
HISTORIAN - Robert Kruthers

CAPTAIN - Susan Davis
1ST LIEUTENANT - Jeffrey Downing
2ND LIEUTENANT - Barbara Breuninger
SERGEANT - James Baxter
TRAINING OFFICER - Edward Sargent

MEMBERS
Marc Gottlick
John Granelli
Patricia Keever
Tom Kranz
Fred Lavin
Jason Lowrey

Eric Breidenstein
Harold Breuninger
Mark Crawford
William Crosby
Nancy D’Ambrosio
Phil D’Ambrosio
Jamie Dewart
Jim Drewes
James Ferris
Jo Gottesman
Phil D’Ambrosio

DELEGATES
William Muirhead

Harry Mee
William Muirhead
Eileen Ochsner
Jeff Pate
Earl Phillips
Edward Sargent
Patrick Winters
Edward Winsor
David Zawodniak

AMONG FANWOOD'S FINEST…Patrolman Ronald Greco of the Fanwood Police Department, left, receives a Shield Award from Father John S. Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the
Knights of Columbus in February for his efforts in apprehending a suspect in a string of car
burglaries a month earlier. Joining him are Awards Chairman Michael D'Antuono, center,
and Fanwood Police Chief Robert Carboy.

John Oatis

ALTERNATE DELEGATES
Harold Breuninger
Jamie Dewart
William Crosby

TRUSTEES
Tom Kranz

Steve Siegal

100% Volunteer Organization – (908) 322-9000

Celtic Imports Ltd.

)HDWXULQJ7KLQJV,ULVK6FRWWLVK
DQG:HOVK&DSHV6ZHDWHUV
6FDUYHV7LHVDQG+DWV%RRNV
3ULQWV7DSHVDQG&'V6LOYHU
DQG*ROG-HZHOU\3RUFHODLQ
&U\VWDOV,ULVK/LQHQ$OO
'LVWLQFWLYHDQG8QLTXHO\&HOWLF

SAFETY FIRST…Members of the Fanwood Fire Department are pictured during a visit to
the Westminster Preschool in Fanwood some months ago, where they told their young audience
about fire safety and gave them an exciting, first-hand look at a fire truck.

+RXUV
7XHV6DW7KXUVWR
&ORVHG6XQ 0RQ

28 Prospect Street • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 654-3490

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
25,*,1$/$57
&86720)5$0,1*
$57&2168/7$7,21
$335$,6$/ 5(6725$7,21
81,48(*,)76
)HDWXULQJ
7KH:KLPVLFDO(WFKLQJVRI)DPHG$UWLVW+HOHQ)UDQN
DQG2ULJLQDO2LOVE\(OL]DEHWK(VWLYDOHW
58 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 232-3278

Cheri Rogowsky for Our Towns

OATH OF OFFICE…Officers of the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad take their oath of
office this past New Year's Day during the annual reorganization meeting of Mayor Louis C.
Jung and the Borough Council. Pictured, left to right, are: Mayor Jung, Captain Susan Davis,
Corresponding Secretary Ruth Wegmann, First Lieutenant Jeffrey Downing, President John
Oatis, Treasurer Robert Kruthers and Sergeant James Baxter.
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Scotch Plains
Government
At a Glance

Mayor Martin L. Marks

MAYOR
Martin L. Marks

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
Geri M. Samuel

Francis S. Rossi, Deputy Mayor
Paulette B. Coronato
Sharynn M. Porter

MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT HEADS
Thomas E. Atkins
Manager

Michael A. Ross
Tax Assessor

Douglas W. Hansen
Township Attorney

Robert LaCosta
Building Inspector

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

Corinne E. Brown
Tax Collector

Robert LaCosta
Construction Official

Yvonne Rude
Court Administrator

Maria Santo
Welfare Director

Lori Majeski
Municipal Treasure

Jonathan P. Ellis
Fire Chief

Robert Merkle
Director of TV-34

Rick Proctor
Health Officer

Norbert Bernstein
Library Director

Brian J. Levine
Municipal Court Judge

Thomas F. O’Brien
Police Chief

Michael Blacker
Prosecutor

James Rau
Traffic and Safety
Bureau Supervisor

Walter DiNizo
Public Works Director

Raymond T. Poerio
Recreation Director

Robert Speth
Rescue Squad President

Dr. Carol B. Choye
Superintendent of Schools

Meat Market
Over 61 years at the same
location in Scotch Plains!

• Recognized by TV
News NJ as one of the
finest meat markets in
New Jersey!.
• Listed on the NY
Times hot-line for
Thanksgiving Turkeys
We carry:

✰ Free Range Poultry
✰ USDA Prime
Dry-Aged Meat
✰ Prepared Entrees
✰ Free Home Delivery

an old fashioned butcher
shop with personal service

389 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains

Nick, John & Vinnie Losavio

322-7126

www.johnsmarket.com

TOWNSHIP LEADERS…In addition to Mayor Martin L. Marks, the Scotch Plains'
governing body includes four Township Council members. The current representatives, pictured left to right, are: Councilwoman Sharynn Porter, Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, Deputy Mayor Francis S. Rossi and Councilwoman Geri Samuel.
The governing body meets two Tuesday evenings a month at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building at 8 p.m.
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Scotch Plains Municipal Boards
PLANNING BOARD

LOCAL ASSISTANCE BOARD

George Tomkin, Chairman
Robert LaCosta
Alice Agran
Lawrence A. Woodruff, Bd. Attorney
Martin L. Marks, Mayor
Paulette B. Coronato, Council Rep.

Ken Grabowski
Maria Sartor
Ken Greenman, Second Alternate
Joseph Doyle
Barbara Horev, Board Sec.
Guy Celentano, First Alt.

Maria Santo, Director
Lorraine Gicas

James Fawcett, Chairman
Ken Anderson, Vice Chairman
Timothy Livolsi
Patricia Sigmon, First Alternate
Jeffrey Lehrer, Board Attorney
Carolyn Sarge, Second Alternate

Chris Abeel
Maura Berger
Thomas Barth
Linda Lies, Secretary to the Board

Ed Zazzali, Chairman
Patricia Hambleton
Raymond T. Poerio, Dir. of Parks and Rec.
Francis S. Rossi, Council Liaison
Douglas Layne

William Degnan, Vice-Chairman
Dianne Ledder
James Walsh
Lynn Barattucci

Marcia Anderson
Guy Celentano, Planning Board Representative
Andrew Port
Mayor Martin L. Marks, Council Liaison
Cynthia Lea Kuntz

Joanne Wood Ryan, Chairwoman
John Lindros, Alternate
Cathy A. Budzinski, Secretary
James R. Denman, Alternate
Brian Doyle

Esther Iarussi, Co-Chairwoman
Peggy Hoff
Camille DiBella
Debra Littman
Claire E. Minnis
Sharynn M. Porter, Council Liaison

Laura Negele, Co-Chairwoman
Paul Montalbano
Olga Bruce
Jeanne Butler
Laura Swidersky, Secretary

Linda Bettica
Michael Walko
Carolyn Seracka
Ruth Sanford
Paulette B. Coronato, Council Liaison

Dr. James Checchio
Dr. Robert Apuzzio
Dr. Paul Schackman
Rick Proctor, Health Officer

Richard Bousquet, Chairman
Betty Lindner
Stacy Spies
Gene McManus
Vincent DeLisi, Alternate

Paulette Coronato, Council Liaison

Marie Leppert
John Klock
Judy Terry, Secretary

William F. McClintock, Jr., President
Kathleen Herrmann
Mayor Martin L. Marks, Council Liaison
Janet Gaynor

Andrew Manns
Joseph Duff
Gloria Brody
Norbert Bernstein, Library Dir.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD

HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Thomas Green
Sharynn Porter, Council Liaison

LOCAL ETHICS REVIEW BOARD

Ethel Barth
Philip Shick
Betty Paradise

John Kovalcik
Connie Klock

RECREATION COMMISSION

SENIOR CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Director
Walter DiNizio

Superintendent
Earl Jackson
Personnel

Bruno Baldani
Henry DeProspero
Carmen Grausso
Jonathan Harper
David Klastava
William Richard

Natale Buro
Frank DiNizo
Robert Grimolizzi
Frank Hogan
Alton McCoy
Gordon Ross

John Caffrey
Nick DiNizo
Charles Hamlette
James Kelk
Warren McCoy
Todd Sharpe

Office Staff
Cathy Budzinski, Senior Clerk Typist
Marion Yotcoski, Clerk Typist

Municipal Building - (908) 322-6700

256 East Broad Street
Westfield
(908) 233-9424
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Scotch Plains Police Department
2001 Roster
CHIEF
Thomas F. O’Brien
CAPTAINS
Marshall V. Nelson
Joseph M. Protasiewicz

(908) 322-7100
Emergency 9-1-1

Donnell Joyce

DETECTIVES
Brian Donnelly Jeffrey Briel

Paul Belford
Jerald Brown
Arthur Bruschetti, Jr.
Suzanne Butler
Brian Cheney
Theodore Conley
James Denman
Lawrence DeRose
Claude Franco

CHIEF
Jonathan P. Ellis

Neal LeStrange
John Shebey

DETECTIVE SERGEANT
Brian Mahoney
SERGEANTS
William Schultz

James Cassidy
Steven Freedman

Scotch Plains Volunteer
Fire Department 2001 Roster

Chief Thomas F. O’Brien

LIEUTENANTS
Mark Zyla

Thomas Denitzio
Jeffrey Ellis

Thursday, October 18, 2001

(908) 322-7100
James Rau
Beverly Peal
James Scannell

PATROL OFFICERS
Matthew Fugett
Brian Garbinski
Mark Hampton
Ernesto Hernandez
Matthew Hoelzel
William Irovando
Shawn Johnson
Kevin Lonergan
David Luce
Andrew Mulligan

Patrick Page
Regina Scarinci
David Smith
Warren Sockwell
Michael Tardi
Joseph Zito

DISPATCHERS
Lynn Barattucci
Matthew Disano
Anthony Cina
Joan Lozowski
RECORDS CLERKS
Lisa Kosciolek Virnez Stephens Phyllis Sorge

CHIEF’S
SECRETARY
Patricia J. Fiorino

Chief Jonathan P. Ellis

Emergency 9-1-1
COMPANY 1
Battalion Chief Vincent Romano

COMPANY 2
Battalion Chief Joseph Giordano

PLATOON 1
Captain - Edward Frame

PLATOON 3
Captain - Brian Mecca

Mark Barese
Gerard Christie
Randy Grizzard
Mark Johns
Andrew Miller
Bradley Scherer

Joel Bunis
Michael Cuccarullo
William Feury
David Lienhard
David Triano
Michael Walko

PLATOON 2
Captain - Carmen Grausso

PLATOON 4
Captain - Paul Malool

Christopher Aversa
Douglas Fretiag
David Koerner
John Lestarchick
Francis Lienhard
Carolyn Sorge

Allen Gialanella
William Malone
Mark Mecca
John Miller, Jr.
Jeffrey Peal
Timothy Schreck

DWI, SPEEDING?
DRUG CHARGES?
We’ll Defend You In Court!
Before

Call

GARY J. GRABAS
Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

The Law Office of

JON M. BRAMNICK
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(DVW6HFRQG6WUHHW
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BOTOX 

After

Botulinum Toxin Type A

Treatment for facial frown lines and wrinkles

Philip R. Geron D.M.D., F.A.A.O.M.S.
NJ Specialty Permit #3102
Chief of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Union Hospital/St. Barnabas
Office Sedation available for Botox

320 Lenox Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-8088
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SCOTCH PLAINS RESCUE SQUAD - 2001
PRESIDENT - Robert Speth
FIRST V.P. - Robert Gurske
SECOND V.P. - Robert Foerster
SECRETARY - Jean Lozowski
TREASURER - Harold Hill
CHAPLAIN - Robert Gurske
CAPTAIN - Joanne Gurske
FIRST LT. - Edward Sorge
SECOND LT. - Joan Lozowski
Susan Baldani
Lynn Barratucci
Maureen Barry
Lisa Brostek
Joel Bunis
Suzanne Butler*
Brian Cassidy*
Thomas Cassidy
Elizabeth Cena
Brian Cheney
Richard Cina
Joseph D’Albero
Diane DeLisi
Edward Fiedler*
Robert Foerster
Claude Franco*
Jeffrey Frank
Joanne Gurske
Robert Gurske
Melissa Hampton
Jerry Handsman
Ellen Heller
Ernesto Hernandez*
Harold Hill, Jr.*
Mark Johns

DELEGATES:
Joan Lozowski, William McLaughlin,
Deborah Speth
ALT. DELEGATES:
Susan Baldani, Robert Foerster
Daniel Sullivan
TRUSTEES:
Edward Fiedler, Ernesto Hernandez
Susan Baldani

MEMBERS

* Life Member

Justine Kennedy
Ryan Kerrian
Jeremy Koscielecki
Gordon Lapp
Jean Lozowski
Joan Lozowski
Mark Lynch
William McLaughlin
Daniel Pastula
Jennifer Perryman
Samantha Power
Kim Rivera
Geri M. Samuel
David Smith
Wendi Smith
Carolyn Sorge
Christian Sorge
Edward Sorge
Deborah Speth*
Robert Speth*
Daniel Sullivan*
David Thurston
John Villas
Steven Wheeler
Mark Zyla*

SALUTED FOR SERVICE…In February, Scotch Plains Police Officers Lawrence DeRose,
second from left, and Paul Belford, second from right, were presented with Shield Awards
from Father John S. Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the Knights of Columbus. The officers were
recognized for having prevented a man from committing suicide last year. Pictured with the
two heroes are Joseph Sumanski, Chancellor of Council No. 5730, far left, and Scotch Plains
Police Chief Thomas F. O'Brien.

CADETS: David Kaminski, Stephen Pagano, Kim Perryman

100% Volunteer Organization – (908) 322-2103

Cheri Rogowsky for Our Towns

TEAM EFFORT…Mark Mecca, a Scotch Plains firefighter, is joined by three area children
as he shows how to handle a fire hose during Family Safety Week outside the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA last spring. Firefighter Mecca's young helpers, pictured left to right, are: Tyler
Bowman, Bernadette Lopez and Michelle Bowman.

Cheri Rogowsky for Our Towns

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT…Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad personnel demonstrate how they prepare an individual for transport in an ambulance during a simulation
exercise outside the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA during Family Safety Week this past
April. Squad members Dave Kaminsky and Jane Lozowski are pictured lifting volunteer
"patient" Andres Caicedo into the vehicle.
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908-322-7800

'HQWDOFDUH$VVRFLDWHV3$

Family,Cosmetic,andProstheticDentistry

SERVING SCOTCH PLAINS & FANWOOD COMMUNITY
SINCE 1959
*HQHUDO'HQWLVWU\

'HQWXUHVDQG6DPH'D\5HSDLUV

• 'HQWDOFDUHIRUWKHHQWLUHIDPLO\

• )XOODQGSDUWLDOGHQWXUHV

• ([DPVDQG[UD\V

• 3UHFLVLRQDWWDFKPHQWSDUWLDOV

• 7UHDWPHQWSODQQLQJXWLOL]LQJLQWUDRUDOYLGHR

• ,PSODQWRYHUGHQWXUHV

• 7RRWKZKLWHQLQJFRVPHWLFERQGLQJYHQHHUV

• ,PPHGLDWHGHQWXUHV

• ,PSODQWFURZQVSHULRGRQWDOWKHUDS\VXUJHU\

• KRXUHPHUJHQF\GHQWXUHUHSDLU

• 5RRWFDQDOWKHUDS\E\VSHFLDOLVWRQVWDII

• KRXUODESURFHVVHGUHOLQHV

• &KLOGUHQ¶VGHQWLVWU\VHDODQWVDQGRUWKRGRQWLFV

• (PHUJHQF\GHQWXUHUHSODFHPHQW

• (PHUJHQFLHVKDQGOHGJHQWO\DQGSURPSWO\

• $OOUHSDLUVVFKHGXOHSHUPLWWLQJ

• 6WULFWVWHULOL]DWLRQLQFOXGLQJKDQGSLHFHV

• /DERUDWRU\RQSUHPLVHV

New Patient Exam
· Complete dental exam
· Full series x-rays
· Treatment plan presentation

FREE
With this coupon (reg. $170.00)
Not valid in conjunction with any other offer
Additional charges may be incurred for related services
which may be required in individual cases

Tooth Whitening

Full or Partial Dentures

Make your smile the whitest it can be!

Same day denture repairs
Laboratory on premises

Upper and lower whitening trays
Day-WhiteTM whitening system

· Full denture
· Partial denture

$395.00
With this coupon (reg. $500.00)
Not valid in conjunction with any other offer
Additional charges may be incurred for related services
which may be required in individual cases

V isa, Mastercard, and American Express accepted • W e work closely with most insurance plans
No fee for consultation • Payment plans available • Day and evening appointments
Conveniently located minutes from Route 22 across from Park Middle School

567 Park AAvenue,
venue, Suite 201, Scotch Plains, New Jersey

$995.00

With this coupon (reg. $1250.00)
Not valid in conjunction with any other offer
Additional charges may be incurred for related services
which may be required in individual cases

Dr. Robert V. Scalera•Dr. Robert V. Scalera Jr.
Dr. Robert V. ScaleraGeneral
· Dr.Dentistry
Robert V. Scalera Jr.
General Dentistry
Dr. Martin L. Marks
Practice Limited to Endodontics Specialty Permit 3689
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Care above All
Welcome to Sunrise Assisted Living, a place where families
expect the ﬁnest in care. Here, we promise a full spectrum of services—
from light support to daily comprehensive care with
all assisted living services, including medication supervision
and administration and incontinence management. Our compassionate
caregivers offer gentle assistance in beautiful surroundings.
Ask about our separate, secure neighborhood for the memory-impaired.

Visit or Call 908-317-3030 Today!
240 Springﬁeld Avenue, Westﬁeld, New Jersey 07090
www.sunriseassistedliving.com
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