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Westfield Council
Susan Jacobson (D)
Susan Jacobson, candidate for a
Fourth Ward seat on Westfield Town
Council, has heard many complaints
during her door-to-door campaign.
“Many Fourth Ward residents believe that their ward is continually
being ignored,” Mrs. Jacobson said.
“Living in the Fourth Ward is similar to being at the end of the road. It
seems the further you are from the
center of town, the less attention you
get,” said one Fourth Ward resident
to Mrs. Jacobson.
Mrs. Jacobson said she heard numerous complaints regarding the
many roads that are in dire need of
paving. She also found a number of
streets with potholes during her
neighborhood walks. Other residents
complained about the increasing traffic and noise on their streets.
“Rahway Avenue was mentioned
time after time. We have been promised that traffic calming devices will
be installed,” Mrs. Jacobson said,
“but we have yet to see any progress
regarding these measures on Rahway
Avenue.”
“Creating more equity in the budgeting process would help,” Mrs.
Jacobson said. She said she has heard
many comments that certain projects
that have been promised for the
Fourth Ward for almost a year are
still not complete.
One of these projects is the blinker
light on the corner of Osborn Avenue
and West Broad Street. Mrs. Jacobson
said she first heard that this blinker
was supposed to be installed shortly
after last year’s elections.
“Last month the Fourth Ward residents received another promise - but
still no blinker.”

Matthew P. Albano (R)
Careful planning and management
are the keys to injecting fiscal responsibility into Westfield’s budget
according to Second Ward Councilman Mathew P. Albano.
Mr. Albano, who serves as Chairman of the Finance Committee, noted
that he presided over a budget process this year that resulted in the
lowest municipal tax increase in 10
years, only .9 percent.
“As a public official, there are
some spending decisions you can
control, and others, due to economic
circumstances, you need to plan for.
To control taxes and to budget effectively, you need to have a fiscal
blueprint that recognizes uncertainties in future budgets and plan accordingly,” he said.
For example, in 2001, operating
expenses rose by nearly $700,000,
partly due to circumstances beyond
the council’s control such as substantial increases in health insurance premiums, Rahway Valley Sewage Authority costs, and higher utility bills.
The council also made a decision
to invest more on Department of
Public Works staffing in order to
maintain and enhance the town’s
parks and fields. To keep taxes stable,
Mr. Albano said the council had to
work to find ways to save money,
such as entering into shared services
agreements with the county and
neighboring towns.
Some examples include the vehicle-leasing program with Union
County and sharing leaf disposal with
Scotch Plains.
“We’ve worked hard to find creative ways to keep taxes stable without reducing municipal services,”
said Mr. Albano. “We’ve been fortunate enough to have enjoyed a strong
economy over the past few years.
Clearly, we entered a slowdown in
2001, which is why the Finance Committee is moving forward with establishing a methodology for handling
municipal surplus and establishing a
debt management plan.”

Mr. Albano also said he took steps
to reduce the town’s reliance on the
sale of town assets, since, in his opinion; preservation of the town’s assets
is an integral objective to the town’s
overall financial management. In prior
years, some of the money from such
sales was used to keep taxes down. At
some point in the future, he said, this
source will be depleted resulting in
gaping holes in the budget.
“This is another example of
proactively planning for future budgets,” Mr. Albano said. “If we’re
following policies that are unsustainable, the time to make changes is
now, not when the problem becomes
too large to handle and taxes are
forced higher. We’ll continue developing prudent fiscal policies that
work, and despite challenging economic conditions, I’m optimistic that
we can continue to budget for
Westfield’s future needs while keeping tax rates steady.”

“With continuing education and
additional resources dedicated to
encouraging people to drive within
safe limits, we’re making progress
on making our streets safer throughout town. In fact, accidents that cause
injury are down 40 percent townwide since the police department
started Operation Safe Operating
Speed (S.O.S.) this past April.
Councilman Echausse said that
although all New Jerseyans rank quality of life issues as a top concern in
this densely populated state,
Westfield citizens, in particular, value
the quality of living found within
Westfield’s borders.
“From our schools and our downtown, to our playing fields and parks,
Westfield residents deserve to have
town government provide them with
the best possible services and facilities for their tax dollars,” he said. “I
look forward to doing just that for
our town for the rest of this year and
in 2002.”

Peter M. Echausse (R)
Recent efforts to limit early garbage pickups are just the latest council initiatives to improve the quality
of life in Westfield, according to
First Ward Councilman Peter M.
Echausse.
He said currently haulers drive
through some residential streets at 2
to 3 a.m., and at 5 to 5:30 a.m. on his
home street, Tuttle Parkway.
“Many of my constituents were
telling me that early garbage pickups
were an issue and I agree with them,”
said Mr. Echausse. “We are currently
drafting a proposal on Town Council
that would restrict haulers from beginning their work until 6 a.m. in
residential areas and until 4 a.m.
around schools and downtown.
“I think this strikes an appropriate
balance between allowing haulers to
do their job before most people are on
the roads and allowing citizens some
peace and quiet in the early morning
hours,” the councilman stated.
Another area of focus for Councilman Echausse this year has been
ensuring safe playing fields for children. Toward that end, he said the
council hired three Department of
Public Works employees who will be
solely dedicated to maintaining and
improving the condition of
Westfield’s ball parks.
“Many of our playing fields are
over-utilized and under-maintained,”
said Councilman Echausse. “With
our additional resources in the Department of Public Works, we will be
able to properly thatch, aerate, irrigate and rotate the use of our fields to
avoid deterioration. This will not
only save taxpayer dollars in the long
haul, but it will help ensure our children can play safely on our fields.”
A related public safety issue is
speeding enforcement on residential roads throughout town. Councilman Echausse said enforcement
is up dramatically, “thanks to police
vigilance under the leadership of
Police Chief Barney Tracy and Captain Robert Compton.”

S. Plains Council
Guy Celentano (R)
As a member of the Scotch Plains
Environmental Commission and Planning Board, Republican Township
Council candidate Guy Celentano said
this week that he recognizes the importance and challenge of maintaining open space in suburban communities such as Scotch Plains.
That is why he said he supports
and if elected, looks to build upon
the number of recent steps the Republican-controlled council has taken
to maintain open space.
Mr. Celentano noted that this past
year the council has implemented a
number of creative planning measures to deal with open space, the
first of which was to establish a
Conservation Zone.
“As a member of the Planning
Board I endorsed the Conservation
Zone concept, which allows public
properties to be designated so that
there can be no future development
and they are maintained in a pristine
condition.” stated Mr. Celentano. At
the time the ordinance was adopted,
a property was designated for Conservation preservation and at its October 23 meeting the council will
consider preserving two additional
pieces of land under this zone.
Mr. Celentano indicated the Environmental Commission is actively
doing an inventory of properties,
which may identify additional land
to be preserved.
Scotch Plains also recently acquired a commercial piece of property on Plainfield Avenue on which it
plans to build two new ball fields.
“Not only are we creating open
green space, that could have been
commercially developed, we are using the property to help meet the
growing recreation needs of our community,” Mr. Celentano emphasized.
The most recant example of the
council’s aggressive efforts, which
Mr. Celentano also endorsed as a

member of the Planning Board, was
the decision of the council at its last
public meeting to rezone a property
which could have been developed
with over 200 apartments.
The new zone, which was adopted,
only allows for no more than 65 singlefamily homes for individuals over the
age of 55, Mr. Celentano stated.
“The council has made great strides
this year in taking steps to maintain
the residential character of our community and I look forward to the
opportunity to build on their achievements,” the candidate stated.

Fanwood Council
Lindsey, Trumpp (R’s)
A candidates forum, sponsored
by The Times of Scotch PlainsFanwood and the League of Women
Voters is scheduled for Thursday,
October 25, at 8 p.m.
To be held in the Fanwood Borough
Council Chambers, Fred Rossi of the
The Times will be the moderator.
Republican candidates Dr. Chester
R. Lindsey and David Trumpp said
they are looking forward to debating
the important local issues, such as
downtown revitalization, new senior
citizen facilities and improved recreation facilities, with their opponents.

State Legislature
District 21
Bagger, Kean, Munoz (R’s)
CRANFORD — On the banks of
the Rahway River on October 10,
New Jersey’s largest and oldest environmental groups, the New Jersey
Environmental Federation (NJEF)
and the Sierra Club, announced their
endorsements of Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger for State Senate as
well as Assemblyman Tom Kean, Jr.
and Dr. Eric Munoz for State Assembly in the 21st Legislative District.
“Rich Bagger has been a key leader
in the campaign to stop sprawl and
protect our waterways. Tom Kean
and Eric Munoz have used their environmental and health backgrounds
to hit the ground running even though
they’ve been in office for just six
months,” stated David Pringle, a
Cranford resident and NJEF Campaign Director. “They are the Republican Green Dream Team!”
The groups’ endorsement processes included completing questionnaires, interviews, and an extensive
review of the candidates’ records and

SUPPORTING JARDIM…A fundraiser supporting Democratic candidates for
the State Assembly was recently held in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are:
Sal and Pat Antonelli, Bryan Miller of Ceasefire New Jersey, Assembly candidate Thomas C. Jardim and Nina and Rich Rosenberg.

commitments.
“The 21st district is surrounded by
the Passaic, Raritan, and Rahway
Rivers, sources of drinking water are
too polluted due to sewer plants and
sprawl. Further this sprawl has
brought floods and traffic,” added
Jeff Tittel, Sierra Club, New Jersey
Chapter Director.
“Regardless of who the next Governor is, we need to send these three
legislators back to continue the fight
for smart growth, clean air, and better transit,” he stated.
The 21st Legislative District includes
portions of Essex, Morris, Somerset
and Union Counties. The Rahway — a
source of drinking water, floods and
recreation — runs throughout it. The
groups cited the following data, documenting some of the threats to the
district that include urban sprawl which,
they say, has been the key factor in the
recent deterioration of the State’s waters, and the most unhealthy air to
breathe of any state.
NJEF is the state’s largest environmental group including 3,000 members in the 21st Legislative District.
The Sierra Club is the oldest and largest environmental group in the country
with 23,000 members in New Jersey.

Jardim and Hern (D’s)
Bryan Miller, the Executive Director of Ceasefire New Jersey, has
announced the endorsement of Thomas C. Jardim, the Democratic candidate for General Assembly in the
21st Legislative District, at a
fundraiser co-hosted by Richard and
Nina Richard Rosenberg and Sal and
Pat Antonelli on October 12. The
event was held at the Rosenberg residence in Westfield.
“In order for a candidate to get the

Ceasefire New Jersey endorsement,
he or she must answer three questions in the legislative questionnaire
correctly, which would place that
candidate with the bulk of 21st District voters,” said Mr. Miller. “Tom
Jardim will vote for child proof handgun legislation, against the loosening of concealed carry laws, and
against any weakening of New
Jersey’s assault weapons ban. We
know that the people of New Jersey
place gun control at the top of their
list of concerns. Tom Jardim has
shown how much he cares about the
citizens and children by supporting
sensible gun violence prevention,”
stated Mr. Miller.
“It’s very gratifying to receive the
endorsement of a group that has
worked so hard to make our state a
safer place in which to live,” said Mr.
Jardim, the former two-term Mayor
of Westfield and the first Democrat
elected to that position since 1909.
“The goals of Ceasefire are the same
goals that most New Jerseyans believe in: common-sense gun laws
that serve to protect New Jersey’s
law abiding citizens.”
J. Brooke Hern, Mr. Jardim’s running mate who also attended the
event, promises to vote against legislation that effectively weakens New
Jersey’s assault weapons ban. Mr.
Hern served as a former aide to members of Congress and the New Jersey
Legislature.
An active member of the New
Jersey Business and Industry Association, he was the former Project
Director of the New Jersey Citizens’
Flood Relief Project, which aided
flood victims in Bound Brook and
Manville.
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DONALD D. VANARELLI
Certified Elder Law Attorney

By the National Elder Law Foundation,
Accredited by the American Bar Association

Registration Guardian
By the National Guardianship Association

Westfield, New Jersey

7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Roselle Park Library
Union Library

October 18, 2001
November 7, 2001

A “Weekend to Remember” is coming soon!
Parsippany Hilton Family Life Conference

Advanced Registration Required - Call 908-232-7400
SERVICESAVAILABLE
ELDERLAW SERVICES · GUARDIANSHIPS · MEDICAID PLANNING · ESTATES
PRODATE · DISABILITY AND RETIREMENT PLANNING · NURSING HOME LAW
AND LITIGATION · SOCIAL SECURITY & MEDICARE APPEALS

A Quality Network!
New Features!
Low Monthly Plans!
More Minutes!
Double Rebates!

November 2 - 4 or November 16 - 18
For Information: Call Tom and Claire Byrne at:

(908) 233-8675

SLEEP BETTER WITH $100 IN YOUR POCKET.
Save 35-50% plus up to $100 instant rebate

*

Bancroft
Sugg.
Retail

Experience a Shifman handmade mattress – the most

Twin ea. pc. $240
Full ea. pc. $360

comfortable mattress in the world. Every Ultra Premium
Set is crafted entirely by hand, combining 100%
process, and eight-way hand-tied

Twin ea. pc.
Full ea. pc.
Queen set
King set

boxsprings. Ensuring the
most durable and

It’s like getting the
phone for FREE!
THE AT&T DIGITAL ADVANTAGE PLAN

©2001 AT&T Wireless. AT&T DA plan $39.99 - 2000 night & weekend minutes for 1 year or 2 years, choose 1: Nationwide Long Distance for 1 year or 1000 mobile-to-mobile local minutes. Requires credit approval, activation fee, annual contract, a cancellation fee and a Digital multinetwork phone. May not be available for purchase or use all areas. Rates do not apply to credit card calls. Airtime for each call is rounded up to the next full minute. Monthly included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to any other month and must be used in the Home
Calling Area. See coverage map for further details regarding the AT&T Digital Advantage Home Calling Area. Roaming, additional minute charges, other restrictions, charges, surcharges and taxes apply. Subject to Terms & Conditions and calling plan brochure. May not be available with
other offers. Phones availability and price may vary at AT&T Wireless Authorized Dealer locations. Weekend and Anytime Minutes Promotions. Applicable long distance charges additional. Weekend airtime is from 12:00 a.m. Saturdasy to 11:59 p.m. Sunday. Limited time offer. Weekend
Minutes promotion cannot be combined with 1000 Night and Weekend Minutes promotion. Nationwide Long Distance: No wireless long distance charges apply to calls placed from your Home Calling Area to anywhere in the U.S. Standard airtime charges apply. Limited time offer. Ericsson
$50 Mail-in Rebate: One rebate per new Ericsson PocketNet ready and 2-way text messaging enabled R280LX or R289LX phone purchase. Must be on AT&T Wireless service for at least 30 days and when rebate is processed. See rebate coupon for full details. Expires 11/3/01. $35 activation
fee + $30 AWS rebate on a qualifiying AT&T Wireless calling plan $29.99 monthly or above for one year. $50 Mail-in Service Rebate: One rebate per activation on a qualifying AT&T Wireless calling plan $29.99 monthly or above for two years. Must be on AT&T Wireless service for at least
30 days and when rebate is processed. *Phone price $99.99 is free when you take advantage of the rebate. See rebate coupon for full details. Not available if you received a service credit card activation. Expires 11/3/01.

$310
$420
$1070
$1510

$169
$229
$599
$799

Savoy*
Sugg.
Retail

Sale

After**
Rebate

$800
$970
$2170
$3070

$429
$529
$1169
$1649

$404
$504
$1069
$1549

FINAL
DAYS

comfortable savings.

Cellular Signal Plus
132 E. Broad St. Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 789-5302/Fax (908) 789-5094
www.cellsig.com

Sale

Come in now and you’ll

MENU

Now until
JulyNOVEMBER
7th, 2001!
NOW UNTIL
3rd, 2001!

Sugg.
Retail

luxurious bedding ever.
enjoy some very
BACK

$119
$189

Crystal

cotton upholstery, a unique hand-tufting
Activate a new line $29.99 or higher for two years & receive AT&T’s $50 mail-in service rebate promotion plus
another $50 mail-in rebate from Ericsson on their PocketNet ready & two-way text-messaging R280LX or R289LX.

Sale

Valley Furniture Shop
MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-5:30 • THURSDAY EVENINGS ‘TIL 9 PM • SUNDAY 1-5

Saturn*
Twin ea. pc.
Full ea. pc.
Queen set
King set

Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 • (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 • (973) 427-1848

Twin ea. pc.
Full ea. pc.
Queen set
King set

* Limited

Sale

After**
Rebate

$920
$1120
$2480
$3520

$499
$599
$1349
$1899

$474
$574
$1249
$1799

Time Only

to Ultra Premium sets only ($50 rebate twin & full, $100 rebate queen & king).
** After Rebate prices based on purchase of complete set - no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

* Applies

Sugg.
Retail

