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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

You either love him or hate him.
Most nighthawks, who find them-
selves perched at their televisions to
watch him on ABC’s “Politically
Incorrect,” have this reaction to the
quips aimed by auburn-haired host
Bill Maher.

Smug and self-confident, the New
Jersey native, originally born a New
Yorker, has made a career out of
grating on people’s nerves and tick-
ling their funny bones regarding
almost every issue. Some of the
cameo actor’s past barbs have in-
cluded issues that are no laughing
matter. AIDS, and more recently,
the military’s efforts since the World
Trade Center terrorist attacks have
been fair game.

While there is no excuse for his
crass, yet sidesplitting humor,
Maher manages to assemble some
of the most outlandish combina-
tions of guests. People who are guar-
anteed to buck horns, make snide
remarks and keep ratings soaring.
I often think that, if he had the
chance, he would ask Mother
Teresa, Satan, Pamela Anderson
Lee and The Church Lady to join
him for an episode. Look out!

Maher, much like shock jockers
and emcees Howard Stern and Don
Imus, still captures kudos from some
of the entertainment industry’s
more honorable justices. In 1995,
he won two Cable Ace awards for
Best Entertainment Host and Best
Talk Show.

All accolades aside, Maher has
painted a great number of patriots
in a corner during a tragic period.
He defended his comments of Sep-
tember 17 by stating, “In no way
was I intending to say, nor have I
ever thought, that the men and
women who defend our nation in
uniform are anything but coura-
geous and valiant, and I offer my
apologies to anyone who took it
wrong.”

“Took it wrong…” that’s the
hackneyed way of passing the blame
back at the person or persons who
have every right to be peeved. For
those individuals with sensitivity
disabilities, might I suggest that
they hop out of their cushy TV host
chairs and stand on the front line
with our brave men and women in
the military.

Laughter, as demonstrated tact-
fully by David Letterman and Jay
Leno, has its place. And, for Maher,
it must be redefined.

CAREFULLY SELECTING…Diane Smith of The Center For Hope Hospice and Pallative Care in Linden, with Carole
Schmitt Gordon of The Golden Goose, examine some of the crafts which will be available at the annual gift boutique. The
event will be held at the Westfield Tennis Club from Wednesday, October 17, through Saturday, October 20. Admission
is $1. Raffle of three baskets will benefit The Center For Hope Hospice and Pallative Care.
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Get Outta
the House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

So, ya wanna be a star? Audi-
tions for this year’s Children’s
Theatre production of Sleep-
ing Beauty will take place on
Sunday, October 14, at 1 p.m.,
and Tuesday, October 16, at 7
p.m. Males and females who
are able to sing and dance should
be prepared to sing a song of
your choice, read from the script,
and learn a dance routine. You
should be in the age range of
late teens to 60’s, and ready to
have fun. The theater is located
at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford. Call for more infor-
mation at (908) 276-7611.

*  *  *  *  *
The Annual Bazaar and Flea

Market of the Manor Park Ten-
ants’ Association of the
Westfield Senior Citizens Hous-
ing will be held on Saturday,
October 13, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. in the Community Room
at 133 Boynton Avenue. The
sale will feature handmade items
and crafts as well as new and
used clothing, household items,
jewelry, books, and homemade
baked goods and coffee. There
will also be a 50/50 raffle. So,
bring a small appetite, some
cash and a yearning for bargain
hunting. Call Susan for direc-
tions or more information at
(908) 233-1733.

*  *  *  *  *
Who can resist Tennessee Wil-

liams’ searing drama, Cat on a
Hot Tin Roof? This production
by the Westfield Community
Players at 1000 North Avenue,
West opens on Saturday, Octo-
ber 13, at 8 p.m. Be there as Big
Daddy celebrates his 65th birth-
day with his predominately
money-hungry family. These
folks surely provide a template
for the dysfunctional family unit.
See why, with this cast of locals.
At $35 for the season, all four
shows are a great deal. Stay for
coffee and dessert with the cast
and crew on opening night.

*  *  *  *  *
The members of the Westfield

Art Association will present an
exhibition of original art and
on-site demonstrations of paint-
ing, drawing, sculpture and pho-
tography on Thursday, October
18, from 2 to 7 p.m. at the
Farmers Market at the Westfield
Train Station. This theme of
this free show, part of Arts &
Humanities Month, will be the
agrarian and floral bounty of
New Jersey. Artists will be there
to meet the public and conduct
the demonstrations. The site is
on the South Avenue portion of
the station. If it rains, they’ll be
there next week.

*  *  *  *  *
Everything you always

wanted to know about death
during Victorian times will be
presented on Saturday, October
13, at 11 a.m. at the New Jersey
Historical Society. “At Rest:
Victorian Death Furniture,” is
the topic of this slide talk show
presentation by an expert in Vic-
torian decorative arts and mate-
rial culture. Learn about the sto-
ries behinds the park-like cem-
eteries, grave markers, and cem-
etery benches of the time pe-
riod, and become an expert on
the cultural attitudes towards
the final resting place during
the Victorian era. The Society is
located at 52 Park Place in New-
ark, and the event is free.
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MOUNTAINSIDE – Trailside
Nature and Science Center, 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside,
will be the site for the annual Great
Pumpkin Sail on Thursday, Novem-
ber 1, from 6 to 9 p.m.

Tickets are currently available at the
Center or the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation Office in
the County Administration Building
in Elizabethtown Plaza in Elizabeth.

A storyteller/musician will enter-
tain visitors while they sip a mug

filled with hot chocolate and marsh-
mallows. Meanwhile, a sea of jack-
o-lanterns will light up the night at
the Center.

If tickets are still available, they
will be sold at the Fall Arts & Crafts
Festival in Nomahegan Park in
Cranford on Saturday and Sunday,
October 13 and 14.

The cost is $5 per family of four
and 50 cents for each additional indi-
vidual. Tickets must be purchased in
advance.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Parents
Guild of Union Catholic High School
in Scotch Plains invites the commu-
nity to mark its calendars for the
annual Craft Fair and Holiday Gift
Market on Saturday, October 13.

The indoor event, on tap from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., will showcase over
100 vendors, who will display a va-
riety of seasonal and decorative hand-
made and new gift items for pur-
chase.

A $1 admission charge entitles
guests to entry into the door prize
drawing for a $150 gift certificate to

Macy*s. Breakfast and lunch will be
available at the Candy Cane Café
and the soccer team will sponsor a
bake sale.

All proceeds benefit Union Catho-
lic pupils.

The school is located at 1600
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Ample parking and handicapped ac-
cessibility are available. A limited
number of vendor spaces are offered.

For more information, please call
the Office of Institutional Advance-
ment at Union Catholic, (908) 889-
9475.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Zoolander: Fashion-
Conscious Comedy

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

2 ½ popcorns
The title character of Zoolander

is an idiot. No, scratch that ... I’m
being too kind. Derek Zoolander
is an absolute idiot. In fact, few
people have led a more useless life
than this male fashion model
played by Ben Stiller.

Considered the epitome of haute
couture, the preposterous carica-
ture is actually clueless. He is rich
and famous despite himself.

But it’s not what Derek does for
a living that makes him such a
total nincompoop. Rather, it is this
pathetic numskull’s absurd sense
of self-importance that makes him
the proverbial fool on the hill. And
it isn’t until his reign as top model
is in threat of being toppled that
Derek decides to give something
back.

It is at this point when we are
apprised of how truly stupid he is.

Much of Zoolander is merely
silly in a Dumb and Dumber (1994)
sort of way. This eventually grows
tiring as one bit of tomfoolery is
repetitiously one-upped by an even
more shameful illustration of im-
becility. We get it. Some people
are capable of an astonishing va-
cuity. But, to enjoy more than one
or two laughs in the face of such
lack of intelligence borders on bad
taste.

Happily, the film has a much
more clever side to it as well. And
the divulgences are wickedly pre-
cious once Stiller the director’s
satiric views of the fashion world
kick in to place. At its best, the
screwball  farce makes an
acerbically funny statement about
the folderol of vanity.

Less illustrious is the plot
itself...a nutty lampoon of The
Manchurian Candidate (1962), but
with Will Ferrell instead of An-
gela Lansbury as the Svengali who
brainwashes Zoolander. Admit-
tedly, there isn’t much of a brain
there to wash. That’s why Derek
seems the perfect stooge to assas-
sinate the prime minister of Ma-
laysia.

You see, it’s all an international
conspiracy hatched by the fashion
industry. We learn that said group
of couturiers has been at the bot-
tom of every historical cataclysm
in the last several hundred years.
And in this episode of that alleged
continuum, Ferrell is Jacobim
Mugatu, a high mucky muck in the
rag trade faced with rising produc-
tion costs.

It seems the good prime minis-
ter is mucking things up by raising
the minimum wage. That includes
sweatshop garment workers.

Of course our dimwitted fashion
plate couldn’t possibly understand
anything about labor relations or
economics. But Mugatu’s plans
just happen to run concurrent with
the stirring to conscience that oc-
curs as a result of Derek’s hum-
bling at the hands of Hansel (Owen
Wilson), the new no. 1 male model.

Thus to win Derek’s trust,
Mugatu offers to bankroll the wan-
ing celebrity’s pet project: “The
Derek Zoolander Institute for Kids
Who Can’t Read So Good and Who
Want To Do Other Things, Too.”

Sitting in a chichi restaurant in
Malibu and chomping on sprigs,
this probably sounded like a pretty
funny idea to Stiller and company.

Unfortunately, the practical ap-
plication leaves a little something
to be desired. Ostensibly one com-
edy skit linked to the next, each
successively telling the same joke
but in a different way, Zoolander
marches to the beat of its own
rather deranged drummer.

The chaotic ebb and flow would
be more suited to abstract poetry
than narrative prose. And obvi-
ously, telling a story is secondary
to panning the fashion industry.

However, when the kooky send-
up does click, it’s hilarious. Shal-
low values and decadent notions
are given no quarter. And nary a
worshipped golden calf escapes
parodic scorn. But the fact that
Stiller actually convinces us he is
a male model despite his average,
ferret-like looks, is perhaps the
film’s most profound accomplish-

ment, and no small testament to
the actor/director/writer’s talent
for comedy.

Too bad the plot integration isn’t
half as phenomenal. Because out-
side of i ts  fashion groove ,
Zoolander is primarily home to a
menagerie of untamed ideas.

*  *  *  *  *
Zoolander, rated PG-13, is a

Paramount Pictures release di-
rected by Ben Stiller and stars Ben
Stiller, Owen Wilson and Chris-
tine Taylor. Running time: 89 min-
utes.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – The fall trip
of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Art Association will be held on Tues-
day, October 23, to the Philadelphia
Museum of Art to see the first major
exhibition of the great American re-
alist Thomas Eakins’ work in over 20
years.

The figure painter is being hon-
ored in his native Philadelphia with
a survey of more than 60 paintings
and 120 photographs. This show will
travel to the Musee d’Orsay in Paris
in February and then to The Metro-
politan Museum of Art in New York
City.

The bus will depart from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building parking
lot at 8:30 a.m. Attendees will return
around 5 p.m. The cost of the trip is
$33, which includes the bus, mu-
seum admission, and ticket to the
exhibit.

To reserve space or to obtain more
information, please call A. Gibbons
at (908) 232-2631.
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WESTFIELD – The Golden
Goose Craft Club, which has of-
fered a fine selection of gifts and
crafts since 1984, will hold its
annual boutique at the Westfield
Tennis Club, 139 North Chestnut
Street in Westfield, from Wednes-
day, October 17, to Saturday, Oc-
tober 20.

The hours of the show are Wednes-
day, 12 to 9 p.m.; Thursday, 9 a.m. to
8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Due to space limitations, no stroll-
ers will be permitted on Wednesday
or Thursday.

The Golden Goose will designate
the $1 entrance donation for The
Center For Hope Hospice and
Pallative Care of Linden.

Additionally, baskets of
handcrafted items, donated by the
crafters, will be on display and raffled
off on October 20. Raffle tickets are
available throughout the show and
from Hospice members.

WESTFIELD — The public is
cordially invited to attend an organ
recital to be presented by Noel Werner
on Saturday, October 13, at 8 p.m. at
The Catholic Church of the Holy
Trinity, Westfield Avenue and First
Street, Westfield.

This program, the first concert for
this season in the Music at Holy
Trinity Concert Series, will include
organ works by Joseph Jenkins,
Michael Burkhardt, J.S. Bach, Gerald
Near, Marcel Dupré, and César
Franck.

A work for violin, harp, and organ
by Harold Friedell will be performed
with harpist Merynda Adams and
violinist Irma-Louise Wright and a
piece for harp and organ by Marcel
Granjany will feature Merynda
Adams, harp.

Mr. Werner is the Minister of Mu-
sic for Central Presbyterian Church
in Summit.

This recital will be presented free
of charge in the church.
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WESTFIELD — The Make-A-
Wish Foundation® of New Jersey
will be hosting an “Auction of Fine
Art” on Thursday, October 18, at the
James Ward Mansion, 169 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

Organized by the Foundation’s
Union County volunteer group, the
auction will include sports memora-
bilia and fine art by both classic and
contemporary artists from Ross Gal-
leries of Holbrook, N.Y.

Preview hour will be from 7 to 8
p.m., and the auction will begin at 8
p.m. Admission is $10 per person,

$15 per couple.
Refreshments will be served. The

evening’s proceeds will benefit the
Make-A-Wish Foundation of New
Jersey.

For tickets and event information,
please call Karen Szabo (732) 424-
3947).

The Make-A-Wish Foundation® of
New Jersey is a non-profit organization
whose sole mission is to grant the fond-
est wishes of children who are battling
life-threatening illnesses. Since 1983
the Foundation has granted over 2,700
wishes to children of New Jersey.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-5706-01

CHASE MANHATTAN BANK, ET ALS.,
PLAINTIFF vs. TIMOTHY CAPONE AND
CONCETTA; ET ALS., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JULY 26, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 31ST DAY OF
OCTOBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.

The judgment amount is THREE-HUN-
DRED THIRTY TWO THOUSAND TWO-
HUNDRED NINETY ONE & 78/100
($332,291.78).

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED
IN: Westfield, County of UNION, State of
New Jersey

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
900 Ripley Avenue, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090

TAX LOT No. 15, BLOCK No. 4813
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Eliza-

beth Avenue
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 85.00

feet x 100.00 feet
A FULL LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF

THE PREMISES CAN BE FOUND IN
THE OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF OF
UNION COUNTY.

There is due approximately the sum of
THREE-HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT
THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED SIXTY
THREE & 06/100 ($348,663.06) together
with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

LAW OFFICES OF MARK J. UDREN
& ASSOCIATES
Suite 500
1040 North Kings Highway
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034
CH-756163 (WL)
4 T - 10/4, 10/11, 10/18
& 10/25/01 Fee: $197.88

Baci Hair Studio
To Hold Cut-A-Thon
In an effort to raise funds for fami-

lies impacted by the destruction of
the World Trade Center Twin Towers
on September 11, Baci Hair Studio
on East Broad Street in Westfield
will hold a cut-a-thon on Sunday,
October 14 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

All proceeds will benefit the disas-
ter fund of the American Red Cross,
Westfield/Mountainside chapter. No
appointment is necessary, and re-
freshments will be available.

Scotch Plains Library Friends
Seek Additional Members

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library is
seeking new members for its 2001-
2002 season.

“Friends is the fund-raising arm of
the library, devoted to providing money
for some of the library’s extra needs, as
well as for presenting free programs
and other community events,” said
Friends President Ted Czarnomski.

Recently, the Friends made sub-
stantial donations for the microfilm-
ing of The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood; the Children’s Summer
Reading Program; children’s prizes
at the annual Book Sale; a set of
World Book Children’s Encyclope-
dias and many other gifts and cash
contributions to the library.

“We have currently provided fund-
ing for microfilming more than 15
years of The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood so far, and will be actively
soliciting contributions for the re-
maining project,” revealed Mr.

Czarnomski.
In addition, the Friends has spon-

sored book signings, rare book evalu-
ations, programs on Internet Secu-
rity, Civil War Reenactment, Coin
Collecting and other topics. Several
programs are planned for upcoming
months, all of which will be free.

The Friends meets on the third
Tuesday of each month at the library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. “The
dues structure is very nominal, so we
hope that most of our town residents
will consider joining,” Mr.
Czarnomski stated.

Individual memberships are $10
per year and $15 for a family mem-
bership. There is also a $50 “organi-
zation” category, and a $100 “bene-
factor” category.

Anyone interested in joining the
Friends of the Scotch Plains Public
Library may pick up an application
at the library or call Mr. Czarnomski
at (908) 232-5524.

All A&E news:
michelle@goleader.com


