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MCKEON, BUTTS MAY ADD OFFENSIVE VERSATILITY

Blue Devils Look to Reduce
Mistakes Against Farmers

PITTS POUNDS IN 2 GOALS, BABICZ RATTLES LIONS

Lady Viking Offense Finally
Silences Soccer Lions, 3-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mistakes cost the Westfield High
School football team a victory against
Malcolm X. Shabazz on September
27 and the same thing happened last
year when the Blue Devils fumbled
twice, had a pass intercepted and a
field goal attempt blocked to lose,
13-0, to Union. This Friday night at
7 p.m. in Union, the Blue Devils
hope to eliminate those mistakes
against the Farmers.

“We don’t plan to do anything
fancy. We just want to do things a lot
better and we are trying to eliminate
our mistakes,” stressed Blue Devil
Head Coach Ed Tranchina.

Last year, the Blue Devils spent a
vast majority of the time on defense
since their offense was limited to just

54 yards rushing but did have 97
yards passing. Farmer speedster Ron
Booker burned Westfield with a 47-
yard touchdown run down the right
sideline and place kicker Steve
Andriola converted a 21-yard field
goal and a 45-yarder – a Union High
School record. Andriola has gradu-
ated but Booker has returned and
poses a major threat.

“He’s been hurt but he is back,”
Tranchina acknowledged. “In our
league, you see great backs every
week. They shouldn’t catch us off
guard. The bottom line is you’ve got
to tackle.”

Traditionally, the Farmers’ offense
has run a Wing T formation and
almost never taken to the air. Under
the direction of former Assistant
Coach Mark Crisafi, in his first year

as Head Coach, and several new
coaches, the Farmers may present
some changes. “They still use the
‘Wing T’ but he will put his stamp on
the Union program and will run more
of an ‘I’ formation,” said Tranchina.
“With new coaches, it takes time to
implement a program.”

Westfield will rely on its wealth of
hard-running backs led by fullback
Matt Daly, who was impressive
against Shabazz although fumbling
twice.

“Matt runs very hard and he
fumbled twice trying to get the extra
yardage,” Tranchina pointed out. In
an attempt to remedy the problem,
“He bought the ball to school and
carried it around all week.”

Junior tight end Brian Butts, who

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Known for its high-pressure offen-
sive style, the Union Catholic High
School girls’ soccer team lived up to
its reputation by bombarding the
Roselle Catholic High School Lions
goal area with 28 shots on goal. The 6-
1-1 Vikings finally hit the mark three
times to come up with a 3-1 victory in
Scotch Plains on October 4.

One year ago, after losing the
Union County championship game
to a very strong Cranford team, Vi-
king Head Coach Jim Revel had in-
dicated that he had a very young
team with just a few seniors, includ-
ing sensation Jessica Ballweg. This
year, the Viking starters – fielding
two seniors, Katie Marshall and Lisa
Tobia – appear to be even younger. In
fact, freshman forward Amanda Pitts
accounted for two of the goals against
the Lions and “oldtimer”, junior for-
ward Rebecca Babicz had two as-
sists.

“We have 18 girls on the roster
with six freshmen,” indicated Revel.
“Three play a lot of minutes and two
others play about 10-15 minutes.”

Four juniors and five sophomores
also experience adequate playing
time.

Babicz was spectacular, consis-
tently rocking the Lions’ defenders
back on their heels with her relent-
less penetration of the box. Aside
from her assists, she accounted for at

least 12 dangerous shots on goal.
“Rebecca is probably one of the

four or five best we’ve had since I
have been here,” said Revel. “She
runs well, she covers a lot of ground
and she plays a lot of positions. She’s
a worker. Like Katie Marshall, she
runs track in the winter and spring.
She can run forever, she doesn’t get
tired. She sets a good example for the
younger girls.”

Always hustling, Pitts, described
as a “little ball of fire” by Revel,
darted in and out to score both of her
goals in the second half, one with 11
minutes remaining and the other with
less than two minutes left.

“She hustles a lot. As she gets
older, she’s going to learn the high
school physical aspect. Only a fresh-
man, she certainly sets a work stan-
dard that the others hope they can
achieve,” Revel added.

If it weren’t for Lion goalkeeper
Katherine Ferrise, the score may have
been 7-1 or even 8-1. Ferrise – pos-
sibly the best goalie in Union County
– was simply outstanding. In a span
of 12 minutes in the first half alone,
she made six unbelievable saves,
demonstrating dives to the left and to
the right, high leaping saves and
timely charging saves.

“This is the second time we’ve
played them. This year, I haven’t
seen anybody better than her,” said
Revel of Ferrise. “A very athletic
keeper can keep a team around one

goal. Then all it takes is one great
shot and ‘bang’. She’s very good.”

It was quite obvious that the Vi-
kings ruled the turf but the first score
did not come until Babicz eluded a
defender in the right corner and
passed to sophomore Jessica
Cardenas breaking down the center.
With seven minutes left in the half,
Cardenas ripped the right corner.

With such a young Viking team,
intensity letdowns were noticeable
and Lion Sue Pfar took advantage of
one of those letdowns at the 26-
minute mark of the second half by
looping a 25-footer into a vacated
area of the net to knot the score.

“Our program has built a reputa-
tion. The older girls know what it’s
like coming through the ranks and
many will play four years of varsity
without playing a JV (junior varsity)
game. The younger girls are not quite
used to the intensity level that some
of the older girls bring,” pointed out
Revel. “But, we are just one-third
through our schedule. As the year
goes on, they are going to see the
level the other teams bring. When
you have been one of the better pro-
grams around, everyone wants to
knock you off.”

Inspired by Babicz and Marshall,
the intensity quickly returned, re-
sulting in two goals by Pitts and the
victory.
Roselle Catholic 0 1 1
Union Catholic 1 2 3
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KOSCIELECKI RIPS NET FOR WIN, BIANCO STOPS 9

Soccer Lady Raiders Startle
Chatham Lady Cougars, 1-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two quality teams battled each
other until one winner was declared!
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ soccer team won that
battle over the 4-3 Chatham Cou-
gars, 1-0, in Scotch Plains on Octo-
ber 3. Senior forward and Tri-Cap-
tain, Jill Koscielecki scored 10:00
into the second half to break the
deadlock for the 7-3 Raiders. Junior
goalie Lauren Bianco was outstand-
ing in net warding off nine shots.

“So far, we played only one game
that was really weak,” said Raider
Head Coach Frank Butz. “Otherwise,
we had some nice wins early on over
good quality teams like Pingry,
Westfield, Somerville and New
Providence. Two really disappoint-
ing losses came against Cranford,
when we played very well, but we
couldn’t score. The same happened
against number six Kearny. We to-
tally outplayed them, out-shot them
15-4, had all kinds of opportunities,
but we couldn’t get any goals in, so if
you don’t score, you can’t win the
game.”

One of the biggest differences on
the team this year, aside from the fact
that the Raiders returned all but two
starters has been the overall speed
and maturity, which was quite evi-
dent in the game.

Excellent defensive play by both
teams continued into the second half,
as both teams battled for position
and penetration while seeking de-
fensive weakness. The Raiders’ de-
termination to persistently invade into
the Cougar domain brought on the
break they were looking for. After
the Raiders launched 14 shots on
goal, freshman Jenna Balestriere re-
sponded in a big way as she warded
off several defenders and fired the
ball to the streaking Koscielecki, who
ripped a shot from 20-yards out over
the head of the helpless goal keeper.

“We knew from the onset, this was
a good team we were playing today,”
said Koscielecki. “We have been very
unlucky in our past two games with
our goals. We had numerous oppor-
tunities, but could never get the ball
in. Luckily today, the ball sailed over
the goalie’s head for the goal. So it is
a very big relief for us.”

The multi-talented senior sweeper
and Tri-Captain Kellie LaForge has
been one of the leading Raider forces.

“Although we have a rough schedule
this year, we have many returning
players with a lot of talent,” said La
Forge. “My job as captain is to yell at
everybody, making sure that they are
in the right spot and doing what they
are suppose to be doing. This could
be one of the better teams that have
come through Scotch Plains, so we’re
thinking to make it to the county
finals. Those are our goals and ex-
pectations.”

Coach Butz is hoping the numbers
of goals will steadily rise as the
season progresses. “Besides

Koscielecki, one of our other leading
scoring leaders this year has been
sophomore midfielder Michele
Fisher,” said Butz. “She has five goals
right now and got us the win against
Westfield and Somerville, so she has
been very effective.”

Butz added, “We played a great
game today, the kids played aggres-
sive and we had a lot of scoring
opportunities. Unfortunately, we had
the injury to (Tri-Captain) Jackie
Fiorino, so that dampened the win a
little bit.”
Chatham 0 0 0
Sc. Plains-Fanwood 0 1 1
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ADAMS GETS 2 TDS; FEIGHNER SACKS, GRABS FUMBLE

Raiders Win a “Wild” One,
Skin Tiger Gridmen, 40-35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everything seemed to go wrong
and nearly everything that could pos-
sibly happen in a high school foot-
ball happened; however, in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Linden game,
spectacular heroics on the part of
both teams had all the fans on the
edge of their seats every second of
the game. The result was an emo-
tionally draining 40-35 victory by
the Raiders in Linden on October 5.

Both teams experienced glory.
Both teams experienced heartbreak.
Both teams got knocked down, but
both teams got back up and put on a
magnificent, stirring performance.
Beginning with the Raiders, both
teams alternated touchdowns, but the
Raiders scored the last one to claim
the victory.

“I wasn’t pleased with with our
defense but I was very pleased with
our offense,” said Raider Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli.

Raider junior halfback Kyle
Adams rumbled 136 yards on 15
carries, including a 31-yard TD run
that proved to be the game winner.

Adams also had an 85-yard punt
return for a TD. Additionally, he had
an 87-yard kickoff return for a TD
nullified due to a personal foul.

Raider quarterback Brian
Schiller, who rushed 66 yards on six
carries, completed 14 of 26 for 147
yards and two TDs. Fullback An-
drew Pavoni had six carries for 46
yards and two TDs. Wide receiver
Steve Williams had eight receptions
for 108 yards and a TD, Josh
Finkelstein had a TD reception and
wideout Ray Williams had four re-
ceptions for 25 yards. Pavoni had 14
tackles and Josh Wexler had 11 fol-
lowed by Matt Loomis and Matt
Richards with nine each.

Everything seemed to go accord-
ing to plan after the opening kickoff
as the Raiders marched 68 yards in
10 plays for the TD with 7:17 left in
the quarter. Schiller’s 21-yard
completion to Steve Williams put
the Raiders on the board. But the
extra point attempt failed due to a
mishandled snap.

What happened next was an omen
of how the game would play out until
the final seconds. Within a few min-

utes, the Tigers, in seven plays, chewed
up turf from their own 20 to the Raider
48 where fullback Andre Sumner (19
carries for 198 yards and two TDs)
zoomed down the right sideline to tie
the score. Anthony LaPierre rushed in
for the two-point conversion, making
the score 8-6 Linden.

Despite three passes from Schiller
that slipped out of receivers’ hands
like butter, the Raiders hit pay dirt
again. Schiller connected on a 32-yard
strike to Pavoni, putting the ball on the
ball on the 12. Five plays later, Pavoni
smashed in from the one with 1:17 left
in the quarter. A failed two-point con-
version left the Raiders in front 12-8.

A (not so) comedy of errors that
included a Raider facemask penalty,
a fumble recovered by the Tigers and
two offensive penalties, left Linden
in a third and very long as the quarter
ended. On the second play of the
next quarter, the Tigers lined up to
punt from their own 38. Kicker Bruce
Hanks faked the kick, eluded several
tackles and sped to the end zone. A
good PAT gave Linden a 15-12 lead.

Shaken but determined, the Raid-
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON HER SAVES...Raider goalie Lauren Bianco works on her saves
prior to the game with the Chatham Cougars. Bianco recorded a shutout and the
Raiders won, 1-0.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
TEAM LEADER...Senior Katie
Marshall, No. 13, is quite a team leader
for the Vikings.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A BALL OF FIRE...Viking freshman Amanda Pitts, No. 9, eludes a Lion
defender. Pitts scored two second-half goals as the Vikings defeated Roselle
Catholic, 3-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT AS CLOSE AS IT CAN GET...Raider fullback Andrew Pavoni crashes right onto the goal line for the TD in the
first quarter against the Tigers. This emotionally draining game had 10 lead changes but the Raiders finally came out on
top, 40-35.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF SEVERAL DANGEROUS RUNNERS...Terrence Jenkins, No. 5, is one of several dangerous runners that the
Blue Devils will use against Union in Union on Friday night, October 12.


