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Town DPW Thanked
For New Fruit trees

I wanted to write and thank the
Westfield Department of Public Works
for planting five new fruit trees in the
grove along Edgewood Avenue.

Over the past couple of years, bad
storms and stray cars have taken out
many of these beautiful trees. It is so
nice to see new little saplings in their
place. With the overwhelming sadness
and mourning of our recent tragedy,
these trees bring a welcome sign of
nature’s beauty and the promise of new
growth. Thank you, DPW.

Heidi Hylan
Westfield

Westfielders Opening
Their Wallets, Hearts

To Help Local Families
Even after 27 years on the job, I find

that Westfielders can make my day!
Take one day last week when a

Westfield grade school student walked
in my office and handed me $11 – his
piggy bank money – for the September
11th Fund to help local families. He had
seen the fund mentioned on the local
cable channel and he wanted to help.

Into the office came others, often strang-
ers, asking to help or to do something.
They joined our effort, by taking dona-
tions at FestiFall or encouraging friends
and neighbors to donate to our fund.

I’d like to thank some of the groups
that helped during FestiFall on behalf of
the United Fund’s September 11th Fund:
The Westfield Police Department, the
Downtown Westfield Corporation, the
Westfield High School gymnastics team,
and the Junior Women’s Club of
Westfield raised over $6,000. The Ad-
vertising Alliance, which develops
FestiFall for the Chamber of Commerce,
has pledged to donate 10 percent of their
profits to the United Fund of Westfield
September 11th effort. Our agencies, the
ones we support through our annual cam-
paign, continue to be on the move and
ready to help Westfielders in need.

How lucky we are that services are
available – and that town residents open
their hearts and wallets to help others.
We welcome your continued support.

Donations may be sent to or delivered
to the United Fund of Westfield, 301
North Avenue, West.

Linda Maggio
Executive Director

Westfield United Fund

Westfielder Overseas Remembers
Town Following Horrific Event

America Will Rise Above Forces of Evil
That Have Been Laid Down on Nation

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rixatrix – A scolding woman
2. Polypragmon – A busybody
3. Giascutus – An imaginary animal

of gigantic size with legs long on one
side for walking around hills

4. Diaskeuast – One who revises; an
editor

ZIMOCCA
1. A dull listless person
2. A warm Saharan wind
3. A variety of sponge found in the

Mediterranean
4. A large deep dish with a lid

REPANDOUS
1. Bent upward
2. Living near the seashore
3. Vibrating, echoing
4. Broadminded; sensible

SNAST
1. A sneeze
2. A snide remark
3. The decayed trunk of a tree
4. The charred wick of a candle

SNY
1. In shipbuilding, a gentle bend in

timber curving upward
2. A quack of a duck
3. A hermit; loner
4. The monitor or lizard
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

My family and I moved to England
several years back after living in the
Westfield area for over 10 years. We
come back to visit at least two times a
year for close to two months and continue
to feel that Westfield is our home.

We were horrified by the recent events
in New York since it felt like someone
had dropped a bomb in our backyard even
though we were thousands of miles away.

We want to offer our condolences to
those that have lost a loved one. We wish
we could be there to offer our condo-
lences in person and be a part of the
community as it tries to recover from the
unthinkable.

I wanted to let the community of
Westfield to know that you have many
“friends” here in England. I cannot tell
you the number of people that have called
or stopped us on the street, from people in
London I work with to the family that
runs the newspaper stand to the checkout
girl at the local supermarket, each to
make sure everything was okay. I at-
tended the memorial service at St Paul’s
Cathedral with the Queen and Prince
Charles in attendance. I arrived two hours
before the service and still needed to join
the thousands outside of the church. The
service was very moving.

At 11 o’clock the city shut down for
three minutes of silence and you could
have heard a pin drop. I have not been, but
I am told that thousands have signed a

book of condolences at the United States
embassy and flowers have been piling up.
Numerous flowers were delivered to the
American school our children attend.

This short note hopefully lets you know
that not only are my family’s thoughts
with you but so are numerous others
throughout the world particularly here in
England.

Timothy E. Peterson
Walton-on-Thames

United Kingdom

Immediately following the tragedy on
September 11, everywhere you went you
could see the disbelief, horror, fear and
grief. Everyone in this area was person-
ally touched or knew someone who was.
People would cry standing in line at a
supermarket, or sitting in their cars get-
ting gas. The pain in the streets was
palpable.

We have begun to move forward and
we will survive. What will get us through
this tragedy is what this country was
founded on. Hope, faith in the goodness
of people and faith in God. We will come
together and rise above the forces of the
evil that was laid down on us. No one can

kill our spirit, no one can kill our belief
that we as a nation will continue our
quest for a better world.

We cannot let anyone drag us down.
This is a test of our faith in a supreme
being who tells us good will prevail, who
tells us all men are created equal, who
tells us we must help each other and give
of our hearts and souls to those in need.

We are Americans, united faith, hope
and love for this country and its people.
This will make us stronger – and to-
gether we will persevere and we will
survive.

Patricia Walsh
Candidate

State Assembly
District 22

Green Brook

Son Needs Help In Reassessing
His Accomplishments, Goals

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Mother Encouraged to Seek
‘Traditional’ Form of Therapy

A reflective reader writes:
Ever since I was a little girl, my

mother would sing a song to me called
“Que Sera.” It tells the story of a mother
who informs her children, when asked
“Will I be happy, will I be rich?” that
“whatever will be, will be; the future’s
not ours to see, que sera’, sera’!”

She explained that we never know
what’s going to happen; fate, destiny,
influence, our future. I always appreci-
ated my mother’s openness and non-
controlling manner. She felt each of her
children would develop his/her own
strengths, priorities and vocational di-
rections. However, as a young adult, I
feel frustrated. I am in my third year at
an excellent college, but have no idea
what to do. Whereas I used to criticize
my friends’ mothers who were overpro-
tective of my friends, told them what to
do, insisted that they go to school,
achieve, go to college, and become pro-
fessionals. It worked! Many of these
friends have good jobs, know what they
want, and seem happy. Who makes the
better parent — one who says we are not
masters of our destiny (“Que Sera”), or
the one who directs the child according
to her value system?

Answer: I remember the song affec-
tionately (do I give my age away?). I
remember it as a melodic ditty in which
a parent tells her child to enjoy life, don’t
take it too seriously, things will fall into
place. No extreme in parenting skills is
“the best”; neither the parent who is
permissive and let’s the child ultimately
make his own choices, nor the parent
who controls and dictates. The most
helpful parental role is the one in which
the parent provides a peaceful, affirm-
ing posture with the child, talking, ad-
vising, setting limits, presenting his/her
value systems and encouraging the child
to do his best in order to feel his abilities
and strengths, and then rule in or out
what he wants to do. Fate, destiny, faith,
circumstances and, most of all, the
person’s input (motivation, actions, etc.)
all play significant roles. Most colleges
have good vocational counseling re-
sources and I recommend you reach out
for direction. Good luck.

By the way, “Que Sera’, Sera”’ ap-
peared as a crucial song in the excellent
Alfred Hitchcock movie The Man Who
Knew Too Much. Rent it.

A reader writes:
Many of your readers seem to be

involved in difficult relationships. Al-
though I have enjoyed and even ben-
efited from your advice, I remember
reading an Ann Landers column in which
someone wrote 12 observations which
would help a daughter select a mate. Do
you remember it?

Answer: The article appeared in a
July 4, 1994 Ann Landers column. It still
holds up well. So here it is and I hope it
continues to be helpful. Enjoy!

Leave the man alone if:
1) He feels cooking and cleaning is

“woman’s work.”
2) He still lives at home.
3) He pressures you for sex.
4) He tells you he “has never felt this

way” about anyone else.
5) He drinks before noon or after work

on a regular basis.
6) He spends money on himself but

has trouble paying rent or utilities.
7) He thinks birth control is your

responsibility.
8) He can’t seem to hold down a job.
9) He frequently needs to borrow

money from you.
10) He shows disrespect for his family

members or yours.
11) He has never asked for your opin-

ion on anything.
12) You have never heard him say,

‘I’m sorry.”
A perplexed reader writes:
Do you have a quick expression for

someone who is never satisfied with
what he has and always thinks he will be
happier if he has more? My son doesn’t
realize that he makes himself unhappy
because his yearnings to succeed and
gain recognition and wealth are never-
ending.

Answer: Your son is probably un-
happy with his accomplishments and
has high expectations, feeling he is inad-
equate unless he reaches all of his goals.
He needs help to reassess this if he is to
feel comfortable within himself. It may
be an expression of self-doubts and self-
criticisms; the end result: nothing he
accomplishes is ever good enough, which
means he is never good enough. He also
takes away the pleasure of the moment.

An old Chinese proverb addresses your
question: “The pleasure of what we en-
joy is lost by wanting more.”

SPBPA And Rotarians
Sponsored Casino Night
The caption under a front page photo-

graph of The Times of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood on September 28, erroneously
stated that Casino Night was organized
and benefited the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness & Professional Association
(SPBPA). The event in fact is a joint
effort of the SPBPA and the Fanwood
Scotch Plains Rotary Club and has been
for the past three years.

I would like to correct this and extend
my appreciation to the volunteers from
the FSP Rotary Club as well as the
SPBPA volunteers who made this
evening a fun community event and a
fundraising success for the fine work
that both organizations perform.

Ray Pardon
SPBPA President

Scotch Plains

All Citizens Need
To Avail Themselves

Of Right to Vote
The last day to register to vote in the

general election of Tuesday, November
6, is Tuesday, October 9. If you are not
registered you can’t vote. Registration is
permanent.

Forms can be obtained from your Town
Clerk’s office in the municipal building
or can be printed out from www.lwvnj.org
by following the links.

They don’t have democratic elections
in Afghanistan.

Here, we do, and the League of Women
Voters believes that all citizens should
avail themselves of the right to vote.

Margaret Walker, Voters Service
Director

League of Women Voters
Westfield Area

Salvation Army of NJ Doing its Part
To Assist Families, Rescue Workers

Letters to the Editor

In the wake of the September 11 trag-
edy involving terrorist attacks, I want to
share with the public that The Salvation
Army’s New Jersey Division is not only
on the scene, but doing everything that is
humanly possible for the victims, their
families and all rescue personnel.

The New Jersey Division has several
canteens located in New York and New
Jersey, serving meals and refreshments
to rescue workers and families of the
missing. Grief and pastoral counseling
is also available at these locations. Camp
Tecumseh, The Salvation Army’s resi-
dential camp located in Pittstown, has

become a temporary home for relief
workers from out of state.

The American people have been ex-
tremely supportive of The Salvation
Army with donations of goods and equip-
ment for the relief effort. The amount of
donations was so great, that a warehouse
was secured in Bayonne, where goods
will be sorted, inventoried and stacked
so that we can immediately fulfill re-
quests from New York in a short amount
of time.

I would also like to take this opportu-
nity to thank all the volunteers who have
helped The Salvation Army during this
horrific time. Volunteers from all over
the state, as well as from individual
companies such as AT&T, have aided us
on our canteens and at our Divisional
Headquarters, manning phones, loading
and unloading trucks, sorting, boxing
and more.

Lastly, I would like to thank business
owners and companies. We were blessed
to have support ranging from donated
supplies to equipment on loan at our
New Jersey headquarters. Many of these
companies also provided their own per-
sonnel to aid us in our mission.

My heart is heavy in the aftermath of
this tragedy, yet my soul is uplifted
feeling the love and compassion of my
fellowman as we come together in this
time of crisis, helping in every way we
can.

God bless you and God bless America.

Lieutenant Colonel Norman E.
Wood

New Jersey Divisional Com-
mander

Union

Common Sense in Westfield: Nonsense
Ordinances And Selective Enforcement

Local Politicians Getting Back Into Swing
Of Campaigns Following Sept. 11 Tragedies

We have an obligation, to get back on track as a
society. As this happens, we have an opportunity to
make sure that things don’t return to business as
usual. It’s time to apply a little common sense in our
laws and enforcement as we return to full speed. Let’s
start at the local level and straighten them out - one
by one. There’s a long list of little things that, when
added up, make a big difference.

In Westfield, parking ticketing is a notorius ex-
ample of a departure from common sense. We don’t
understand the 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. new parking meter
laws in downtown. There’s a thriving breakfast busi-
ness downtown from 7 to 9 a.m. There’s a thriving
restaurant business in the evening. These laws and
the uneven enforcement harass the patrons, and
business is threatened by this lack of common sense.
To us, it goes against all the aims for the common
good and the natural gravity of how things work.

Nor do we understand eight-hour parking meters at
the train station. Everyone knows that commuting to
work requires a minimum of 10 hours. At this time,
could there be anything more important than to help
people get back to work?

These are two examples of how lawmakers have
created a massive bundle of laws, and in a manner to
always subject the citizens to being in violation. The
lawmakers don’t even know all things that are on the
books. In our view, there’s a whole list of nonsense
that needs to be straigthened out. Our leaders are
looking for things to do now. At the local level, we
suggest the little things be addressed.

And than there is that member of town police force
who paces up and down the business district each day
looking for meter feeders and over time parkers. No
one is immune from his ticket blitz.

At 8:40 a.m. on a recent weekday morning on
Quimby Street, we were talking to a town councilman
who was parked, getting a cup of coffee from the donut
shop. His meter was expired along with 18 other
vehicles in the immediate area. Where was the sharp
shooting ticketer then? This guy loves his job and,
with a gleam in his eye, hides behind the statement,
“I’m only doing what I’m told.” We don’t believe the
Councilman, or anyone else should get a ticket under
these circumstances. We do believe that there is little
common sense and uneven enforcement.

Things are starting to get back to business following
the horrendous acts of terrorism inflicted on this
nation three weeks ago. Politicians around the area
have started up their campaigns again, knocking on
neighbors’ doors to discuss everything from parking
decks to property taxes to neighborhood traffic issues.

While the issues and candidates have remained the
same, the political climate has definitely taken on a
civil tone. While Republicans and Democrats may
disagree on philosophies, they agree on the basic
American right of a “government by the people and
for the people.”

As one elected official once told us, there is no such
thing as a Republican or Democratic pothole. In the
readership area served by this newspaper, residents
are likely to meet their local elected officials at a local
street fair or neighborhood block party or during
door-to-door canvassing. In a time of such pain being

felt by all around us, local town councils are the
governments closest to the people.

So, remember when candidates come knocking,
give them a chance. They are in touch with the
heartbeat of the Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside communities. They often receive
little or no compensation for their efforts. Aside from
the volunteer rescue squads and fire departments,
serving in local government is the ultimate sacrifice
in terms of time away from family and friends.

The United States has one of the worst voter
turnout rates of any civilized nation. Hopefully, the
tragic events of September 11 will cause Americans
to exercise the most basic American right, the right
to vote on Tuesday, November 6.

There are races in each of the towns. Voters will
also decide the race for governor and who controls
the two houses of the New Jersey Legislature.

Admiral Beard to Appear on TV-36
Rear Admiral Timothy Beard, formerly of Westfield, who commands the all-volunteer State Navy

known as the New Jersey Naval Militia Joint Command, is to appear on Westfield TV-36. This small but
dedicated force was among those responding to the World Trade Center disaster at various locations in
New York and New Jersey. Admiral Beard will describe accomplishments of the navy and discuss future
directions and needs.

The talk show, hosted by The Westfield Leader, will be taped next week and will be aired shortly
afterwards. Westfield TV-36 volunteers will provide the production support. Bill Sheppard of Fanwood
is coordinating arrangements with the Admiral. Mr. Sheppard has been placed on active duty as press
officer for the New Jersey Naval Militia.

This production is the first of several hoped-for, joint venture productions by the newspaper and TV-36.
Those interested in this production or future ones should contact this newspaper – send emails to

Horace@goleader.com.


