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WESTFIELD
BASEBALL LEAGUE (WBL)
ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING
THURS. OCTOBER 11th - 8:30 PM
At the Municipal Building Community Room

CHARLES TO ZAZZALI TO HENSAL START THE ‘MO’

Soccer Raider Boys Shutout
East Side Red Raiders, 3-0

MERCER FINDS REAVIS IN END ZONE FOR 14 YD TD

MX Bulldog Gridmen Dig In,
Stop Blue Devil Offense, 12-6

Raiders Look to Repeat
History Against Tigers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive synchronization took a
while, but when it did, the sixth-
ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys team took total control
and blanked Newark East Side, 3-0,
in Scotch Plains on September 26.
Total control of the momentum came
with 11:56 remaining in the first half
on a sweet play that involved fresh-
man Terrence Charles, sophomore
Ed Zazzali and junior Jeff Hensal.

Zazzali added another dimension
to the Raiders’ attack with his dan-
gerous flip throws. Within 30 yards,
he was treacherous to Red Raider
defenders as he could whip the ball
three-quarters of the width of the
field to his teammates, speeding down
the opposite side.

“We had the very first flip thrower
in New Jersey, a guy named Henry
Janson in 1977,” claimed Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky. “We’ve had
a few since then and I think Eddie, by

the time he is a senior, is going to be
better than any of them.”

Breznitsky added, “It’s a very dan-
gerous weapon if we can get our guys
to the ball.”

Although the 7-0 Raiders con-
trolled the ball in the East Side Red
Raiders’ territory for the first 21 min-
utes, they had nothing to show for it.
With three indirect kicks and two
direct kicks, the Raiders just could
not find the right combination to

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One play seemed to turn the tide.
An 82-yard kickoff return for a
touchdown by Amir Pinnix, imme-
diately after a well-executed eight-
play, 63-yard Westfield scoring
drive in the first quarter, handed
the M. X. Shabazz High School
football team the momentum it
needed to grab a 12-6 win in

Westfield on September 29.
Blue Devil senior Matt Daly was

the leading ground gainer with 87
yards on 15 carries. In the first quar-
ter, Daly also put the Blue Devils in
good field position with kickoff re-
turns of 20, 18 and 16 yards, respec-
tively. Unfortunately, the later return
was negated by a 15-yard personal
foul. Quarterback Louie Mercer com-
pleted eight of 12 passes for 56 yards,

including a 14-yard touchdown pass
to halfback Diano Reavis on the
game’s opening drive.

The game, however, was ruled by
defense and both the Bulldogs and
the “Devils’ Brigade” stubbornly
stood up to the offensive challenge.
Blue Devils Brian Butts, Matt Daly
and Mike DeFazio had six tackles
each, Montell Glasco made five, and
Chris MacKay, Matt Brinkman and
Mike Charmatz had four each.

Both teams shared numerous pen-
alties, but the Bulldogs took top hon-
ors with seven for 65 yards. Although
none figured in a Blue Devil score, the
most costly were a 15-yard interfer-
ence call and a 15-yard personal foul.
The Blue Devils had four infractions
for 35 yards. The most costly, a hold-
ing call, did ruin a promising drive
late in the third quarter.

In the best sustained drive of the
season, after Daly received the kick-
off on the 17 and returned it to the 37,

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If history repeats itself, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team should be quite pleased
with the result of this Friday night’s
game in Linden. Last year, the Raid-
ers began their run of winning all six
of their remaining regular season
games by dazing the Tigers, 25-14,
in Scotch Plains.

The Tigers did, however, get the
jump on the Raiders last year by
grabbing a 14-7 first-quarter lead.
With many of those talented athletes
– fullback Andre Sumner, halfbacks
Mike Roman and Antonio Wilson,
and quarterback Shane Gullette along
with an experienced line – still on the
squad, the Raiders must be wary of
another quick Tiger strike.

The Raiders obviously responded
well last year with 261 rushing yards
and 145 yards passing, resulting in
one rushing touchdown and three via
the air. And the good news is that
most of those talented Raiders, in-
cluding quarterback Brian Schiller,
linebacker/fullback Andrew Pavioni
and wide receiver Steve Williams
along with linemen Matt Loomis,
Chris Feighner, Rob Mattar and Brad
Belford to name a few, have also
returned for the showdown.

Both years, the Raiders also have
come off heartbreaking losses to ri-
val Westfield just the game before
facing Linden.

With respect to the Westfield loss
this year, Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli said, “We talked about
the loss. One game doesn’t make a

season. We did not play exception-
ally well. We got to correct our
mistakes and come out and play
(against Linden).”

Play they must because the Tigers
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Clark Street, Westfield

When:
Friday, October 12    7-9 PM
Friday, October 19    7-9 PM

Saturday, October 20    9 AM - NOON

Where:

Questions?  Call the WBA Message Center:  (908)654-6361
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BENNETT, KIELAR GRAB UC 1ST DOUBLES CROWN

Blue Devil Net Ladies Snatch
Union County Tennis Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN and
FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nearly everyone likes exciting fin-
ishes. At Donald Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on October 2, the Union
County (UC) Girls’ Tennis title had
yet to be claimed with only one finals
match remaining, first doubles.

Top-seeded Ali Bennett and
Katherine Kielar did what they had
to do to defeat Summit’s Megan
Lyons and Emily Moore, 6-1, 6-4,
and to earn themselves the UC first
doubles title and Westfield the team
title, edging Summit by just one point,
68-67.

“We knew that it was really close
and we had to play Summit, so we
had to play at a higher level,” said
Bennett. “When we saw that some of
the other teams lost, we knew that it
was up to us and we really wanted it.”

Sometimes set scores may be a bit
deceptive. After winning the first set,
the Devil pair jumped to a 4-1 lead
but experienced a momentum shift
when Summit won the next game
then broke the Devils’ serve to nar-
row the set to 4-3. The Devil duo
regrouped but had to battle to claim

the title.
“In general the game was very

physically challenging. They came
back with a lot more power. We had
to get back into our rhythm. And we
did,” explained Kielar.

At the 4-3 set score, “I tried to keep
them focused on what they were
doing. And in that point of the match,
we were still ahead in the match so
you encourage positive things. They
handled it.”

Bennett and Kielar began their
march by crushing Rachel Ramsey
and Bella Sorkin of Cranford, 6-0, 6-
1, then stopping Nicole Osit and
Tabatha Fiskin, 6-3, 6-1. They ad-
vanced to the finals by topping Gov-
ernor Livingston’s Katie Freda and
Connie Souder, 6-1, 6-2.

Freda and Souder defeated Ali
Kelly and Virginia Ruggeri of Roselle
Catholic then advanced to the semis
by felling Oak Knoll’s Allison
Newhouse and Meghan Rafferty, 6-
2, 3-6, 6-1. The quest for third was
halted by Tatum Raynolds and Tracy
Chung of Kent Place.

Prior to their semifinals match,
top-seeded Blue Devil second
doubles players Emily Sharpe and

Lauren Stellar shared their
views by commenting, “So
far, we’re 4-0, so it’s going
really well for us. We just
beat Rahway 6-0, 6-1 by
hitting aggressive shots, so
we hope to maintain that
intensity against Cranford.
We didn’t play as well as we
planned, said Stellar, “but
eventually we got it together.
We began working better
together, picking off vol-
leys at the net and improv-
ing on our serves, so as a
result our confidence also
improved.”

Sharpe and Stellar went
on defeat Sabrina Friebris
and Kristen Zhravansky of
Cranford, 6-0, 6-2.

Looking forward to the
semis, Stellar added, “We
still haven’t discussed our
strategy, but that certainly
will be a topic of discus-
sion.”

The strategy worked when they
stopped Gina Gamaro and Jaime
McCrady of Roselle Park in the semis
before being stunned, 6-2, 6-3, by
Meghan End and Alissa Bush for the
title.

GL’s Kristen Turturiello, seeded
third at first singles, appeared to be
well on her way to a successful sea-
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David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Devil Erin Corbett gets 3rd

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Raider Cara Hurley (2nd Singles)

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
GOOD RECEPTION...Blue Devil Jay
Cook makes a reception.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THROWING A BULLDOG FOR A LOSS...Blue Devil Matt Daly throws
Bulldog Jabril Stokes for a loss.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE PRESSURE ON THE GOALIE...Raiders Taylor Cole, No. 21, and Jeff Hensal, No. 11, take it to the
Newark East Side goalie in Scotch Plains.


