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Icon of Art World and Westfield
Patriarch Harry Devlin Dies at 83

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Times

Inside his Mountainside studio in
March of 1999, artist Harry A. Devlin
readied his paintbrush. Peeking
through his handmade magnifier,
every dab of paint evolved into one
of his favorite antique shops in
Hopewell, as he gingerly transferred
the photographed image to the can-
vas.

Recalling a prolific career in the
arts, Mr. Devlin had told The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, “I always
knew I wanted to be an artist. To my
great surprise, I’ve made a decent
living at it.”

Though his battle with a long ill-
ness ended on Sunday, November
25, at home, the legacy of his career
endures.

Almost one month prior, Mr.
Devlin and his wife, Wende, were
honored by Union County College
(UCC) as Mr. Devlin’s 40-year-old
caricature of an owl, which was

turned into a wrought
iron sculpture, was re-
dedicated.

“Icarus,” the piece,
which became synony-
mous with the college’s
Alumni Association,
was rumored by Mr.
Devlin to have been
sketched on the back of
a napkin before becom-
ing a symbol of
academia. It remains
mounted in The Com-
mons at UCC.

A remarkable discov-
ery was made last year
when Mr. Devlin’s oil
painting of the Miller-
Cory House Museum in
Westfield was recov-
ered from a Manhattan
warehouse. The piece,
which is currently dis-
played at the Westfield
Memorial Library, was

the largest Mr. Devlin had crafted,
according to an interview conducted
in February of that year.

Before mounting it at the library,

SP Council Accepts Grants
For Development of Parks

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil passed resolutions last week ac-
knowledging the receipt of grants to
be used for parks development. The
governing body also passed a bond
ordinance that will help make im-
provements at a third park.

At its regular meeting on Novem-
ber 20, the council endorsed a grant
of $64,000 from the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
and the state Economic Develop-
ment Authority, which will be ear-
marked for further needed environ-
mental studies at the former Terry-
Lou Zoo property, which the town-
ship hopes to convert into a passive
park, and for preliminary work on a
Plainfield Avenue site where the
township is planning to place
ballfields.

The council also passed a bond
ordinance appropriating $100,000 to
be used for improvements at Kramer
Manor Park, including environmen-
tal work and drainage improvements.
In a related move, the council also
passed a resolution retaining the ser-
vices of an architect to design and
prepare specification for handi-

capped-accessible improvements to
the park’s restrooms.

The council also approved an in-
ter-local agreement with Union
County for new brick crosswalks on
Park Avenue in the downtown busi-
ness district. Twelve new crosswalks
will be put into place: one at the Post
Office; four at the intersection with
East Second Street; one in front of
the Municipal Building; one across
from Bartle Avenue, adjacent to Park
Avenue; three at the intersection with
Front Street; and two at the intersec-
tion with Grand Street.

Separately, the council approved a
bond ordinance appropriating $2
million to be used for the potential
acquisition of new tracts of property
on Plainfield Avenue to be used for
public works and recreation purposes.

Councilman Frank S. Rossi said
that, while there is not yet a signed
agreement on the purchase of any
property, if it did come to fruition,
the new facility could used as part of
the shared services program between
Scotch Plains and Fanwood and their
joint board of education.

The council’s next regular meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 11.

Union and Board Trade Barbs Again
As Talks on New Contract Continue

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA) delivered their diatribes
before the Board of Education dur-
ing a standing-room only crowd at
the board’s November 20 meeting
held in Evergreen School’s multi-
purpose room to accommodate the
temporary presence of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion (SPFEA).

Terrill Middle School teacher Susan
Laffey called the teachers “leaders of
the community who are forced to grovel
for a contract settlement….We are
unwilling to settle for less than what
we have earned.”

Lamenting the “third decade of
prolonged and tedious negotiations,”
SPFEA President Ed Leonard said,
“It is obvious to this teaching staff
that we are in a fight for our profes-
sional lives.”

By virtue of the meeting format,
board members’ responses to the criti-
cisms leveled against their body were
heard only by the few members of
the public who stayed for the re-
mainder of the meeting. As is its
custom, the SPFEA spoke its piece
and left before hearing comments
from the board.

Board member Edward J. Saridaki,
Jr. suggested the union reflect on
itself, given how contract negotia-
tions have played out in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood through the years.
He said, “The only consistent thing
in negotiations between the board
and the staff is the staff.”

Board member Thomas Russo ech-
oed Mr. Saridaki’s comments, say-
ing, “The composition of the board
turns over every year; it’s the leader-
ship of the union that doesn’t seem to
change.”

While acknowledging teaching is
a “demanding job,” Mr. Russo re-
minded the public that it is a “10-
month a year job.” He reported 90 of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s teachers
have annual salaries over $70,000,
with half of those over $80,000. He
agreed starting salaries need to be
raised.

Citing teachers’ “unparalleled job
security,” Mr. Russo concluded,
“We’re going to have a settlement
when the teachers’ association as a
whole comes to its senses…to recog-
nize that we’re in a recession, to
recognize that we have to be realis-
tic.”

Board member Lance Porter re-
ported the negotiating teams will
meet again with the state mediator
on Thursday, December 27. There
are only two mediators covering the
entire State of New Jersey, which
accounts for the time lag between
sessions. According to Mr. Porter,
the teams may meet on their own
after December 27 if a settlement is
not reached with the mediator’s as-
sistance at that time.

Twenty-four letters to the board
appeared on the agenda. These in-
cluded, for the first time, e-mails from
members of the public on various
subjects such as the teachers’ contract
and students’ non-participation in A
Christmas Carol on Broadway.

In other business, technology co-
ordinator Joanne Arvay reported on

the district’s compliance with the
Children’s Internet Protection Act,
which requires school districts that
receive “e-Rate funding” to enforce
an Internet safety policy that blocks
students’ access to sites containing
obscene, pornographic, harmful, etc.

visual material. Ms. Arvay reported
the district is currently using
“WebNOT” as its filter, a free ser-
vice offered through the Union
County Internet Consortium.

Assistant Superintendent for In-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Joanna Marsh for The Times
REMEMBER SANTA 1998…Santa Claus comes to town as an estimated 500 children waited in line to whisper in Santa’s
ear Sunday, December 6, 1998 at the Scotch Plains Village Green gazebo.

Scotch Plains Mayor, Council
Pay Tribute to Sharynn Porter

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil paid tribute to outgoing Council-
woman Sharynn Porter last week as
her brief term in office ended with
the swearing-in of Republican Guy
Celentano.

Mrs. Porter, who was the first Af-
rican-American member of the
township’s governing body, was ap-
pointed in October of 2000 to fill the
seat left vacant by the death a month
earlier of Democrat Tarquin Jay
Bromley.

Earlier this year, Mrs. Porter chose
not to run in this month’s special
election to fill out the remaining year
of the four-year term; Mr. Celentano
defeated Democrat Patricia Romano
in the November 6 election.

At the beginning of its regular
meeting on November 20, the five
council members praised Mrs. Por-
ter, who was first saluted by her

husband, Lance, a member of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, and each of her two chil-
dren.

In deciding not to run in this
month’s election, Mrs. Porter had
cited her desire to spend more time
with her family, and her husband
thanked the council “for giving her
back to us.”

Democratic Chairman Kenneth
Lipstein said Mrs. Porter’s “dedica-
tion to the community was greatly
appreciated.”

Her council colleagues were unani-
mous in paying tribute to Mrs. Porter’s
commitment, dedication, hard work
and sunny personality.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said Mrs. Porter, as a council mem-
ber, always tried to “weigh what
would be best for Scotch Plains.”
Councilman Frank S. Rossi said Mrs.
Porter, “clearly had passion for your
community, for your faith, for your

family.
Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel

said she would miss working with
Mrs. Porter, while Mr. Celentano,
who replaced Mrs. Porter on the gov-
erning body, said, “I certainly have
big shoes to fill.”

Mayor Martin L. Marks thanked
Mrs. Porter’s family “for sharing
her with us for the past year.” He
added that she “brought a touch of
warmth and a touch of class to this
council.”

Addressing the council, Mrs. Por-
ter said she, too, had felt that she had
big shoes to fill upon succeeding Mr.
Bromley. She also saluted each of
her council colleagues as well as
Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins, Township Attorney Douglas
W. Hansen and Township Clerk Bar-
bara Riepe, and singled out the pro-
fessional staff at the township’s mu-
nicipal building, which she said,
“make all of us look good.”

ENDING RACIAL PROFILING...Assemblywoman-elect Linda d. Stender is
joined by, pictured left to right, Union County Assistant Prosecutor James F.
Keefe; Hillside Police Chief John Bryson, who chaired the police chiefs commit-
tee that developed the policy for stopping and detaining motorists; Assembly-
man Jerry Green and Union County Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan, during
last spring’s press conference announcing the county’s new policy on traffic
stops and detentions.

County Policy Doesn’t Show Signs
Of Trend Towards Racial Profiling

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

The first numbers on Union
County’s new policy for how po-
lice should conduct traffic stops
and detain motorists has not indi-
cated that police are pulling over
motorists specifically based on their
race, law enforcement officials re-
vealed last week.

“There is nothing in the numbers
that jumps out and tells me there is
something terrible going on in
Union County,” said Union County
Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan.

The policy, the first of its kind in
New Jersey, was initiated July 1 in
response to growing reports of ra-
cial profiling, specifically among
the ranks of the New Jersey State
Police.

Of the motorists pulled over by
law enforcement officers county-
wide between July 1 and Septem-
ber 30, 46 percent, or 9,500 of the
motorists stopped, were white; 27
percent, or 5,607 drivers, were Af-
rican-American, and 4,390 were
Hispanic.

Westfield police reported stop-
ping 1,159 white drivers, 183 Afri-
can-Americans and 117 Hispanics.
Scotch Plains police reported pull-
ing over 242 white drivers, 119
African-American motorists and 55
Hispanic drivers. Fanwood police
stopped 348 white drivers, 191
African-Americans and 57 Hispan-
ics.

Meanwhile, Mountainside
stopped 205 white drivers, 129
African-American motorists and 59

Hispanic motorists.
In terms of gender, 71 percent, or

14,735, of motor vehicle stops in the
county were male drivers; 28 per-
cent, or 5,689, were females.
Westfield police stopped 992 male
drivers and 559 female motorists;
Scotch Plains police pulled over 321
male drivers and 133 female motor-
ists; Fanwood police stopped 366
males and 272 females, and
Mountainside police stopped 281
males and 107 females.

Also, there were 71 consent
searches county-wide, including four

in Westfield, and one each in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside.
Police officers can only request to
conduct searches “where they can
articulate a reasonable suspicion
and/or have probable cause that the
search will reveal evidence of a
crime or an offense,” according to
the county’s policy.

Mr. Manahan emphasized to re-
porters during a November 19 af-
ternoon press conference at the John
H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains, that the report’s num-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
REIGNING KING AND QUEEN…Regina Cappio and David Baumwoll took
their respective thrones as Homecoming Queen and King in the gymnasium of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on Wednesday, November 21.

Arranged by Horace R. Corbin for The Times
A MAN AND HIS ART…Harry A. Devlin of
Mountainside, artist, illustrator and writer, died
on Sunday, November 25, at home. He is pictured
above with two of his pieces faded in the back-
ground — the sunflower from “Off the Yellow
Brick Road, 1989” and his painting of the First
Congregational Church in Westfield.
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Mr. Devlin insisted that the paint-
ing undergo some touch-ups at his
Mountainside studio.

When reflecting on the Miller-
Cory piece and its specific mean-
ing to the community, Mr. Devlin
told The Times, “It was a fine com-
mission. I realized that it was of
great historical value to the com-
munity. I gave it my all.”

To benefit the Westfield High
School Girls’ Lacrosse Team, Mr.
Devlin donated one of his limited
edition landscape prints to be
raffled off in April of 1999.

A longtime member of the First
Congregational Church in
Westfield, Mr. Devlin produced an
original painting of the building’s
meeting house, chapel and audito-
rium in an autumn setting. The
piece was displayed at the church
during a special reception held in
his honor in November of 1999.

Almost one week earlier, Mr.
Devlin joined forces with fellow
artists in a Green Brook fundraiser
for families devastated by Hurri-
cane Floyd.

In 1998, the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
introduced the 10th annual
Westfield Holiday Ornament, de-
picting the scenery of East Broad
Street. The burgundy and ivory
design was crafted by Mr. Devlin,
and remains the signature logo of
the WACC.

Before he married Wende in
1941, most of Mr. Devlin’s peers
preferred spending time at the
movies or dating. For Harry, how-
ever, time was better well spent
honing his creativity and building
model airplanes.

A graduate of Syracuse Univer-
sity, where he majored in illustra-
tion, Mr. Devlin moved to New
York City with friends and illus-
trated stories for “pulp” magazines,
which contained brilliant covers
and insightful issues.

During his freelance career, he
designed wartime images for the
U.S. Army’s manuals prepared by
Life magazine. Upon entering the
Navy in 1942, he was assigned to
illustrate materials for the Office
of Naval Intelligence.

Less than a decade later, Mr.
Devlin expanded his talents to in-
clude editorial cartooning. He
penned the first chapter, “Making
a Cartoon Tell the Story,” for Illus-
trating and Cartooning. The New
York Daily News provided an open
forum for the artist’s ideas and
opinions.

Soon, Mr. Devlin was develop-
ing illustrations and cartoons at
Collier’s Weekly, and later, celeb-
rity portraits for Saturday Home
Magazine.

One of his cartoons for Collier’s,
“Let’s All Be Blue,” proposed an
end to bigotry. He refused, how-
ever, to sketch a cartoon depicting
controversial former Wisconsin
Senator Joseph McCarthy with a
positive slant. The squabble at
Collier’s soured Mr. Devlin’s in-
terest in editorial cartooning, but
the career experience was invalu-
able, according to an interview with
The Times in October of 1999.

In 1954, Mr. Devlin was named
Vice Chairman of President Dwight
D. Eisenhower’s People to People
Committee. Two years later, he was
elected President of the National
Cartoonists Society. In 1988, he
became the Honorary Chairman of
the National Cartoonists Society,
and was a lifelong member of the
Society of Illustrators.

Mr. Devlin also illustrated and
penned the architectural volumes,
“To Grandfather’s House We Go: A
Roadside Tour of American

Icon of Art World and Town
Patriarch Harry Devlin Dies

BOE Receives Lesson on Plusses,
Minuses of WHS Grading System

By MICHELE VACCARI
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Westfield Board
of Education members received a
history lesson on the grading pro-
cedures at Westfield High School
(WHS) during the last board meet-
ing on November 20.

The purpose of the lesson: to
decide if the grading system ac-
curately projects the academic
achievements of the student, and
if the process needs to be altered
to better project those achieve-
ments.

The faculty proposal, presented
by WHS Principal Dr. Robert G.
Petix went before the board for a
second time since January of
1999.

“We need to insure fairness and
integrity,” Dr. Petix said, “fair-
ness to our teachers and to the
students themselves and, at the
same time, maintain a grading
system that accurately reflects a
student’s achievement.”

The current system, which has
been in place since 1971, allows a

10-point margin for each letter grade,
A through F. WHS faculty members
feel that the range is too broad be-
tween grades, suggesting that plusses
and minuses should be added to the
system.

“Students need a sense of distinc-
tion, especially when a student av-
eraging in the high 70s is getting the
same recognition as a student aver-
aging in the low 70s and barely
scraping by. A grade of C plus adds
incentive, while a C minus says ‘be
careful, you are on the edge,’” said
Richard Gangi, WHS science
teacher.

Other options include keeping the
current system, or adopting plusses
only. Allowing for plusses can be
beneficial, but some feel including
an A plus would only cause added,
unnecessary stress and anxiety to the
student.

“The last thing I want to see as a
counselor is more stress on a stress-
ful child, however stress doesn’t come
from a grading system. It comes from
what you learn at home,” said Judy
Glasser, a guidance counselor at the

high school.
Students also voiced their opin-

ion on the issue that directly af-
fects them.

“To put a minus next to an A that
shows excellent achievement can-
cels out the excellence of that A,”
said Lexi Brill, a WHS senior.

“I personally believe our grad-
ing system would greatly improve
if plusses and minuses where in-
cluded,” said Arlene Gardner,
Board President.

However, the board was not
ready to commit to a decision on
the issue and still needs time to
reflect on what would be the best
option for the students and teach-
ers of Westfield High School. The
board hopes to have a vote by their
next meeting on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 4.

The board would also like to
begin the holiday season by tak-
ing a stroll. The Westfield Holi-
day Stroll will take place Sunday,
December 2, from 6 to 10 p.m. in
the downtown. All are welcome to
participate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPFEA, BOE
struction, Dr. Kathleen Regan, gave
the district’s annual assessment re-
port, which reviewed the standard-
ized testing measures in place across
the district for grades one through 12.

Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi reported budget presenta-
tions will begin in late December or
early January, 2002. According to the
current calendar, the capital projects
budget presentation is scheduled for
the Thursday, December 20 board
meeting.

During the discussion about the
district’s appointment of the firm of
Chester, Plaussas, Lisowsky Part-
nership, LLP to prepare a sports field
restoration/upgrade feasibility study
for the various high school athletic
fields, board member Craig Nowlin
asked why the elementary school
fields and playgrounds are being
overlooked in the process.

Mr. DelSordi noted that several
elementary Parent Teacher Associa-
tions had taken it upon themselves to
raise funds for playground equip-
ment as they have in the past.

“Sometimes when parents provide
something once, it is expected they
will continue to do so,” said Board
member Linda Nelson, who, like
Mr. Nowlin, wanted the matter ex-
plored further.

Homes,” and “What Kind of a
House is That?” He also illustrated
Harold Longman’s “The Wonder-
ful Tree House,” which was pub-
lished in 1962.

Renowned for his architectural
paintings, Mr. Devlin has captured
the historical flavor personified in
the Miller-Cory House and Cape
May’s Victorian-style structures.

Likewise, his portraits have im-
mortalized friends, family and com-
munity members. His imagination
extended to illustrations of bill-
boards, the board game “The Bionic
Bullfrog” and his beloved prints of
who’s who and where’s where of
Westfield, which were commis-
sioned by the WACC.

Shell Oil Company, Public Ser-
vice Electric and Gas Company
(PSE&G), and New Jersey Bell
Telephone are some of the corpora-
tions that requested illustrations by
Mr. Devlin.

When interviewed in 1999, Mr.
Devlin presented his book, “Por-
traits of American Architecture:
Monuments to a Romantic Mood,”
which was published 10 years prior,
as his greatest accomplishment. It
was written completely in long-
hand over a period of eight years.

One of the greatest testaments to
his life – his collaboration with his
wife — began in 1954, when they
brainstormed to create a comic
strip, “Fullhouse,” based on their
seven children. The name of the
comic strip changed to
“Raggmopp” when the cast of char-
acters was joined by a poodle, based
on the Devlins’ dog.

As a children’s book illustrator,
Mr. Devlin complemented his wife’s
words in classics such as “Old Black
Witch,” and the “Cranberry” series
of holiday stories.

In 1999, his daughter, Wende
Gates, told The Times that the
Devlin children would gather
around their father in the living
room and sit awestruck by the tales
that flowed from his imagination.

“He’s an amazing man,” she
stated.

Mr. Devlin was a member of the
Literary Hall of Fame and a recipi-
ent of the George Arents Medal for
Excellence in Art and Literature, a
distinguished alumni award, from
Syracuse University.

bers are only “baseline numbers,” as
the new policy has just begun.

“I am satisfied with what I have seen
so far,” the Prosecutor added.

Among the dignitaries present were
Assemblyman Jerry Green and As-
semblywoman-elect Linda d. Stender.

“Here in Union County, we stepped
up to the plate and took on this issue
(racial profiling) head on,” Mr. Green
said.

Mrs. Stender, a Union County free-
holder recently elected to the State
Assembly, stated that, “law enforce-
ment is looking to be accountable to
maintain this public trust.”

The report also received kudos from
New Jersey Secretary of State DeForest
B. Soaries, Jr.

“With this policy, Union County law
enforcement officers are setting an
example for the state and the nation,”
stated Mr. Soaries in a written state-
ment.

The Black Ministers’ Council of New
Jersey called the new county policy, “a
creative and genuine effort to provide
accountability and bridge the gap be-
tween law enforcement and the minor-
ity community.”

The Union County Police Chiefs
Association added that the new policy,
“elevates the level of law enforce-
ment in Union County and carries on
a tradition of Union County being in
the forefront of issues concerning the
law enforcement community as a
whole.”

Scotch Plains Police Chief Tho-
mas F. O’Brien, President of the
Union County Police Chiefs Asso-
ciation, said that the new policy, “is
far more than a data collection
policy.” He emphasized that police
maintain the trust of the community,
noting that without it, “we cannot do
our duty.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Parking Panel Proposes Three Smaller Decks
At $40 Mil.; 875 Spaces Would Be Created

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Parking Advisory Committee, com-
missioned by Mayor Greg
McDermott to evaluate Westfield’s
parking needs, is recommending the
construction of three downtown park-
ing decks at cost of $40 million. A
complete written report of the
committee’s recommendations is
expected to be released by the end of
December.

The committee made a presenta-
tion of their conclusions at a special
meeting of the Town Council on
Monday night. The meeting was at-
tended by approximately 20 mem-
bers of the public as well as the 12
committee members, the mayor and
town council and other municipal
officials.

The committee’s mission was to
“create a strategic parking plan for
the downtown,” according to com-
mittee member and business owner,
Andrew Cataldo.

The advisory panel, which has been
meeting twice weekly for the past
eight months, concluded that
Westfield would most benefit by con-
structing three smaller decks, rather
than two larger decks, previously

proposed by engineering firm of Rich
and Associates.

The proposed sites for these decks
would be the south side of the train
station, the parking lot between Pros-
pect and Elm Streets on the side of
Trader Joe’s and in the lot behind the
Rialto Theatre. The south side deck
would consist of two tiered levels to
the street level, while the Prospect
deck and the Rialto deck propose to
add one level to street level.

The reasoning given for this solu-
tion was to lessen the impact of build-
ing a much larger deck in any one
neighborhood and to satisfy the dif-
ferent types of parking needs in these
areas.

A variety of industry-standard for-
mulas for calculating the parking
shortfall were verified by actual park-
ing counts on six different occasions
by the committee. The committee’s
findings were that the parking short-
age was estimated to be in the range
of 450 to 500 commuter spaces and
350 to 450 downtown spaces for
shoppers and employees.

The South Avenue train station
deck would provide an additional
475 spaces, while the Prospect and
Elm Street and the Rialto decks would

provide an additional 200 spaces,
each. The three decks would remedy
the parking needs in strategic loca-
tions where they would most likely
be used, the committee members
reported.

Additionally, the train station deck
would include ground floor retail
and upper level residential units, com-
pletely obscuring the deck from view,
according to Committee Chairman
Charles Weidman.

The Prospect and Elm Street deck
would also have a residential façade,
while the Rialto lot deck would have
a “softened façade” buffered with
landscaping, but no development.

By including residential facades
and by limiting the height, Mr.
Cataldo said that the decks were
architecturally appealing and in keep-
ing with the character of the town,
while lessening the visual impact on
any single neighborhood, a concern
that was met with great opposition
by neighborhood residents when
larger decks were proposed by Rich
and Associates, earlier last year.

Besides minimizing the visual im-
pact to any one neighborhood, the
committee concluded that three
smaller decks would also lessen the

traffic impact in any one neighbor-
hood. It would also permit the town
to “manage the development of the
downtown” by controlling where
development would be constructed
as well as the amount.

Mr. Weidman explained to the
council and to the public that many
other alternatives were considered
by the committee, but were ruled out
due to unsuitability.

“The advantage of three locations
is that the facilities will be conve-
niently located and will therefore,
more likely be used,” Mr. Weidman
stated.

Committee member and architec-
tural advisor to the committee,
Michael Zemsky, showed aerial pho-
tos of the three proposed locations
and discussed egress and access of
each facility. He explained how traf-
fic could be directed and mitigated
on Prospect Street, a concern previ-
ously voiced by residents of that
neighborhood.

The committee and town council
members engaged in a lengthy dis-
cussion over conflicting cost esti-
mates from various sources. It was
stated that exact costs could not be
estimated until planning and con-
struction officials could be consulted
on the details of the proposal.

An approximate cost of construc-
tion for all three decks were esti-
mated to be in the range of $15
million for casting of the concrete
for the actual deck portions and a
grand total of $35 to $40 million to
add the retail and residential units.

Many members of the council
stated that they were in favor of the
plan’s merits, although some council
members had reservations about the
unverified cost estimates and the
proposal’s need to acquire several
privately owned lots.

The possibility of declaring the
south side of the train station as an
area in need of redevelopment and
the possibility of acquiring proper-
ties by exercising imminent domain
were also discussed. It was deter-
mined that the town would need to
look into the legal process in order to
consider those options.

First Ward Councilman member
Carl Salisbury remarked, “There is
no perfect solution and no perfect
site.” Other council members ech-
oed the sentiment that no plan would
please everyone and any plan would
elicit some opposition, but that the
town needed to move forward on
some solution.

By a consensus of a majority of the
council members, it was decided that
the town would consult with a plan-
ning professional that could evaluate
the merits of the plan and advise the
town as to what the next stage of the
process should be.

CANISTER CONTRIBUTION…A Scotch Plains resident gladly contributes to DECA’s canister drive at a local food
store, as students Jackie Tumolo and Lenore McMillian look on. DECA students organized the drive to aid the Student
Movement Against Cancer (SMAC). DECA pupils Ryan O’Donnell and Maura Daly acted as chairpersons of DECA’s
latest cause, on behalf of SMAC. Several DECA chapters throughout the state are joining the student anti-cancer
movement. While one of the goals is to raise funds for cancer research, the more vital goal, according to Ryan, is “to raise
an awareness among students of the grave problem of cancer in our society.”
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Two Face Robbery Charges
In Rialto Theatre Incident

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – Two Union
Township men were charged with
armed robbery November 17 in
connection with an incident that
occurred at the Rialto Theatre
on East Broad Street in Westfield.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau
of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment said David Loureiro, 20,
allegedly entered the manager’s
office at the theater at 11:23
p.m., wearing a black mask, and
demanded money.

After the manager attempted
to call 9-1-1, a scuffle broke out
between the two men. The sus-
pect reportedly struck the man-
ager, who then broke free and
sought help from another em-
ployee in another part of the
theater. No money was taken,
Lieutenant Parizeau said.

According to the lieutenant,
Loureiro subsequently exited the
building through the front door
and was pursued by Westfield
Patrolman Christopher Battiloro
down an alley on the opposite
side of East Broad Street.

The officer caught up with the
suspect at the World Savings
property on Elm Street, where he
was arrested. Bruno Lisa, 18, who
police said was employed as an
usher at the theater, was also taken
into custody there and charged
with armed robbery.

A gray crowbar was recov-
ered in the theater manager’s
office but it was not known
whether the instrument was used
to strike the manager, who Lieu-
tenant Parizeau said was not
seriously injured. Bail for both
Loureiro and Lisa was set at
$200,000.
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