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Albano Vows to Keep Working
For Second Ward Constituents

Susan Jacobson Thanks
Fourth Ward Residents

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent prior to the deadline for the
November 16 issue but was not pub-
lished because it was not confirmed in
time.

*  *  *  *  *
I want to thank the residents of the

Fourth Ward for electing me to serve as
their representative on the Westfield
Town Council and I promise to work
conscientiously on your behalf.

I would like to take this opportunity to
recognize and thank Janis F. Weinstein
for her years of service and her dedica-
tion to our town. Our citizens appreciate
her commitment. I look forward to serv-
ing with the Mayor other members of
Town Council, a group of hardworking
citizens who give so freely of their time
to make our town a better place.

Susan Jacobson
Westfield

I would like to thank the residents of
the Second Ward for their vote of confi-
dence on November 6. I consider it an
honor to be able to represent the second
ward for another term.

During my campaign, I walked the
streets of the Second Ward and spoke to
many of my constituents. It was gratify-
ing to hear the positive feed back from
them regarding paved roads, traffic calm-
ing initiatives and repaired drainage is-
sues.

Despite all that has been accomplished,
there are still things, which need to be
addressed. There are roads that remain
unpaved, health issues need to be ad-
dressed and our streets need to be made

safer. I promise to continue working to
make our great town even better in years
ahead.

I would also like to thank my oppo-
nent, Tom Fuccillo. I applaud him for a
hard fought campaign and wish him
well.

Once again, thanks for your support.
As always, I am available to speak with
you about your concerns. I can be reached
at (908) 317-9044 or by e-mail at
albanoward2@home.com.

Matt Albano
Councilman

Second Ward
Westfield

Out of the Office, Into the Classroom:
Education Commissioner Learns Lessons

By VITO A. GAGLIARDI, Sr.

Recently, I had the opportunity to
return to my roots and teach a class in
Jersey City. Although the school district
is far different than when I was growing
up, the children’s eagerness to learn
reminded me of my childhood days.
Like many of these students, I was the
child of an immigrant father and mother
born in Jersey City, who instilled in me
at a young age the value of an education
and working hard in school.

As I taught these children a lesson on
writing their autobiographies, we talked
about the importance of self-esteem,
self-determination, and taking advan-
tage of all of the opportunities available
to them as young people growing up in
the greatest country in the world.

When the lesson was over, a young
girl came up to me and said, “You made
me feel better about myself.” Those
simple words of encouragement under-
scored the importance of the classroom
teacher and reminded me of why I chose
to start my career in education as a
teacher.

It doesn’t matter where a child goes to
school. The quality of education they
receive is in large measure the result of
the quality of the teaching staff. Teach-
ers make a huge difference in the lives of
our children. They deserve our support
and encouragement.

As the Commissioner of Education
for the past seven months, I am far
removed from the classroom most days.
I spend most of my time addressing the
broader issues that affect our schools –
from teacher recruitment and training

programs, to expanding preschool op-
portunities. It is sometimes easy to for-
get that education is not taking place at
the Department of Education, but in
classrooms in more than 2,300 schools
all around New Jersey.

At the Department, we set educa-
tional standards, design tests to assess
student performance, and monitor tax
dollars invested in education. It is im-
portant, however, for us to leave our
offices and travel the state visiting as
many schools as we can to see how the
policies we develop at a state level actu-
ally affect children and teachers.

There are so many truly innovative
programs being offered in our class-
rooms by so many caring people, who
have dedicated their careers to helping
our children learn and succeed in life.
The commitment of the teachers I have
met has been truly extraordinary. They
work long hours, not only teaching dur-
ing the day, but also planning and pre-
paring lessons at home on their own
time.

From time to time, over the years,
there has been criticism of our education
system and our teachers. People ques-
tion why we, in New Jersey, spend more
per pupil educating our children than
any other state in the nation.

For those who are skeptical about our
investment in education, I encourage
you to visit a school, anywhere in our
state. Hopefully, you too will find, as I
have, that it can be a rewarding and even
inspiring experience.

Vito A. Gagliardi, Sr., is New Jersey
State Education Commissioner.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Irroration – Being moistened with

dew
2. Festucous – Formed of straw
3. Uxorious – Excessively fond of

one’s wife to the point of submission
4. Alceldama – A place or field of

bloodshed in ancient times

REPTATORIAL
1. Pertaining to or living near the

seashore
2. Moving by creeping
3. Incessant; unending
4. Cold blooded

TROCHIFEROUS
1. Containing iron in its raw form
2. Living in caves
3. Having no means of sight
4. In zoology, having a wheel-like

part
TEGULAR

1. Slanted; steep
2. In geometry, a three-dimensional

object that has ten sides
3. Resembling a tile or tiles
4. Stubborn to the degree of being

detrimental to one’s welfare
TAXINE

1. A poisonous resinous alkaloid ob-
tained from the leaves of the yew

2. In taxidermy, the object being
stuffed

3. A small tub
4. The governor of a province in the

Turkish empire
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Having Legislators In Area Is An Advantage
Constituents Should Take Advantage Of

Election Day did not only post victories for State
Senator-elect Richard H. Bagger and Assemblyman
Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield and Assemblywoman-
elect Linda d. Stender of Fanwood but the local
communities as well. Each of these legislators will
be located in the local area. Given the fact there are
120 legislators for a state with 560 municipalities, it
is a coup to have legislators located in our backyard.
It is an advantage that constituents should take
advantage of when they have a question or problems
on state programs, policies or Trenton red tape.

Westfield has been the home base for Mr. Bagger
during his decade of service in the Assembly, the
lower house of New Jersey’s Legislature. Mr. Kean,
who joined the Assembly in May, when he replaced
the late Alan M. Augustine, will soon join him in a
larger Elm Street office. Mr. Kean has been operating
out of an office in Scotch Plains since he joined the
Assembly. Westfield’s move to the 21st district,
combined with having two Westfield legislators,
prompted the decision by Mr. Bagger and Mr. Kean
to share an office suite. The third legislator in the

district, Dr. Eric Munoz, will maintain an office in
Summit.

Senator-elect Joseph Suliga, Assemblyman Gerry
Green and Mrs. Stender will now represent Scotch
Plains, which now sits in the newly redistricted 22nd
district.

The Leader and The Times have learned that Mrs.
Stender has been actively looking for office space in
the Fanwood area. We feel it is of vital interest that
the new Assemblywoman stays in the local area. The
new 22nd District features a strong city-based as well
as a suburban population.

Donald T. DiFrancesco, our Acting Governor, has
had an office in Scotch Plains for over a quarter of a
century. Also, we encourage Mr. Suliga and Mr.
Green, who had been representing different districts,
to hold local town meetings and attend area events so
that residents get to know their state representatives.
This would also be a good thing for Mr. Bagger, Mr.
Kean, and Dr. Munoz. State legislators and county
freeholders often are the least known lawmakers to
the average voter. Voters are more likely to know
their congressman, mayor and councilman.

Restaurant Review
Is Flawed and Unfair
I read with interest your review of Mr.

D’s American Grill in Mountainside.
Notwithstanding the editors note that
Ms. Davis critiques area restaurants from
a vegetarian point of view, and the fact
that she had some legitimate “beefs”
with her salad, I thought it very unfair to
dispatch a self professed “vegan” any-
where near an establishment with
“American Grill” in it’s name. That
phrase immediately conjures up images
of fare based solidly around steaks and
chops, as distinct from tofu and bean
sprouts.

It would be like sending a teetotaler to
a microbrewery to review it for the ben-
efit of other teetotalers. What’s the point?

In any event, new restaurants have a
difficult enough time surviving without
being put to a further disadvantage by a
flawed review.

Gerard J Gouldson
Westfield

Publisher’s Note: Sometimes, we
publish things in our newspapers that
I’m not very proud of. Last week’s
restaurant review is one of those times
– a vegetarian’s review of a steak and
chop restaurant has no place in this
newspaper.

I apologize to our readers – and
especially to proprietors Richard
Yerich and Chef Harry T. Dominick
of Mr. D’s Corner Grill in
Mountainside.

I hope that all of you, non-vegetar-
ians, call Mr. D’s at (908) 317-0073
and enjoy their fine cuisine.

Horace Corbin
Publisher

Publisher’s Note:

Can Area Roadways Be Partially Opened
To Reduce Gridlock During Resurfacing?

Farsightedness was in short supply at the county
level last week. Anyone from our area who has to
cross Route 22 to get into Springfield, Union,
Millburn or points beyond likely found themselves
late in getting to work in the morning and delayed in
arriving back home in the evening.

Roadwork forced the closure of Springfield Av-
enue north of Route 22 deep into Springfield. This
forced all traffic onto Mountain Avenue, creating a
nightmarish rush hour both in the morning and the
evening for nearly the entire workweek. A ride from
Westfield or Scotch Plains up to Morris Avenue —
normally a 10- to 15-minute ride — turned into a trip
of more than an hour.

There must be a better way to perform needed road
repairs and resurfacing. There are a limited number
of north-south arteries between Routes 22 and 78;
completely closing one of them, especially during

rush hour, creates havoc with traffic and people’s
schedules. Are there alternatives?

Can roadwork be done during non-peak hours,
such as 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.?

Can roadwork be done in such a way that the
affected road can somehow remain at least partially
open to limited traffic? Granted, weather conditions
have an impact on the timely completion of roadwork,
but last week, if you’ll recall, the weather was sunny
and relatively seasonable. Was the long project the
fault of the contractors? A similar stretch of county-
owned road — Central Avenue in Westfield — was
resurfaced recently in a matter of two or three days.

To avoid future traffic snarls that last for days on
end, we’d urge county officials to consider some
alternatives, while keeping in mind that closing off
access to a major roadway immediately taxes the
limited number of surrounding roads.

Reader Extremely Disappointed
In Restaurant Review By Critic

Carole F. Davis is a restaurateur’s
worst nightmare, a customer who is at
the wrong place to be a satisfied diner.
She was right that she should have walked
away from the restaurant.

The review from a vegetarian stand-
point had no business being written. Is
there a strong need for a vegetarian
dining critic in Westfield? I doubt it.

Being a food critic is a lot more than
knowing whether vegetables can be pre-
pared correctly. I find it appalling that
The Westfield Leader would support such
a mean spirited review of a restaurant.

I have not had the opportunity to try
the restaurant yet but will do so now just
to show support. The restaurant is obvi-
ously the means to financially support

the owner’s family and was opened with
a lot of hard work.

The mean spirited review could easily
diminish any success the owners hope
for just because they did not cater to one
vegetarian food critic’s palate.

Did they advertise for vegetarian din-
ers? No. A restaurant critic should try
and appeal to the general public when
writing a review and have a background
capable of making constructive criti-
cisms.

I do not know the owners of the restau-
rant but feel sorry for them that The
Leader felt compelled to print such a
ridiculous review.

Joan Kupfer
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Satisfied Customer Blasts Harsh
Critique of Mr. D’s Restaurant

As a reader of The Leader, I was
appalled at the article written by Carol
Davis on her critique of Mr. D’s in
Mountainside. I thought it was a hate
letter, that’s how vicious it was. I would
love to know who gave her the title of
food critic?

Obviously, this restaurant’s name is
not “Mr. D’s Salad Bar.” I find the food
to be diversified and have enjoyed eat-
ing there on several occasions. Not only
is the food good, but the atmosphere
relaxing.

Did someone assign this to this woman
or was this a cruel joke? Nevertheless,
why would your paper print such an
article?

I couldn’t believe my eyes. How such
a nasty attack on an establishment ever
appeared in your paper is beyond me. I
thought this was a supportive newspa-
per. I have never read any such article
like this in your paper before.

I wanted to write to you and tell you
how I felt about this article. I felt that it
was vicious and almost personal. I never
was so disappointed in such an article in

my life.
I hope that someone apologizes for

this somewhere. Maybe front page would
be a start!

Carrie Gwaldis
Winfield

Reader Questions NJ Transit On Issues
Related to Safety Following Sept. 11

Editor’s Note: The following is a copy
of a letter sent to NJ Transit.

*  *  *  *  *
Thank you (NJ Transit Customer Ser-

vice) for your response to my note about
safety concerns on your trains into and
out of New York City. However, I am
sorry you chose to respond with a litany
of promises of future improvements.
You did not address the safety issue in
the least, nor did you offer any short-
term solutions to the brutal overcrowd-
ing on your trains.

September 11 has made many busi-
nesses adapt and adjust to new realities.
NJ Transit has not — at least not in any
way tangible to the average rider – re-
sponded to these new realities.

A bunch of excuses about how the
system is overloaded is pretty much par
for the course, but offers nothing in the
way of immediate action. With many
drivers now shut out of the Holland and
Lincoln Tunnels, a condition that will
probably continue for the foreseeable fu-
ture, ridership has obviously skyrock-
eted. This should be a good thing. Instead,
it’s a nightmare across the board. It’s a
true crisis for people who must commute
between New York and New Jersey.

As one of many people who pay the
highest taxes in the nation, I expect more
from mass transit in New Jersey. So do
the thousands of other people who want
to, or have to, ride the rails. Instead of
offering a bunch of bureaucratic ex-
cuses, how about increasing cars on the
New York and New Jersey trains, even if
it means leasing or borrowing equip-
ment from other agencies; reducing cars
or service on other lines to accommo-
date New York-New Jersey service,
which must be prioritized; initiating a
limit on the number of people allowed
on trains to avoid dangerous conditions
in vestibules and connecting paths be-
tween cars; hiring temporary employees
to deal with security and safety issues on
platforms and trains (this is an area I
would gladly have you spend my tax-
payer/fare dollars on); dealing with
Amtrak over conditions at New York’s
Penn Station, where the crowds during
the evening rush hour are downright
scary (try getting on the 6:11 train to

Trenton on any given day; it’s a miracle
there aren’t people passing out right and
left at the entrances to the track escala-
tors which, by the way, are off half the
time), or offering vouchers or discounted
tickets for buses between New Jersey
and New York.

Those are my suggestions, but I’m not
the expert. You’re supposed to be. Are
you really going to wait until someone
gets hurt before you do something?

Tom Kranz
Fanwood

Local Reader Lauds ‘Refreshing’

Analysis of Harry Potter Movie
I am writing to tell you that I was both

shocked and thrilled to read your review
and thoughts on “Harry Potter”!

I probably don’t have to tell you that
I am not in the majority of opinions in
my household of a teen boy and two girls
(aged 9 and 6), nor in most of my other
circles.

The thoughts and sentiments, as well
as citations from Deuteronomy, were
both clear and so refreshing in these
times of confusion and drifting away
from “The Truth.”

We not only need to become enchanted
by the Truths/Truth now, but to “write
them in our hearts, impress them on our
children, talk about them when you sit at
home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.
We are to tie them as symbols on our
hands and bind them on our foreheads.
We are to write them on the doorframes
of our houses and on our gates”
(Deuteronomy 6:6-9).

I am sure that you will get a lot of mail
about your write-up; most may be in the
negative, but you can count on me to be
behind you 100 percent.

I am going to e-mail my Pastor —
Pastor Brennan at Evangel Church in Scotch
Plains. I am sure he has already read your
article and will use it when he speaks
against the movie on Sunday. He already
made mention of its dangers to our chil-
dren and society at last Sunday’s service.

Thank you again and again for having

the courage to state your convictions.
Thank you for putting it in print for all of
our community to read.

I pray that they are now thinking about
what you have reminded them, and the
seeds that hopefully have been planted
will soon take root and blossom into a
change of heart and mind for our culture.

Robin Ince
Westfield

Republicans Must Accept Election
Results, Learn From Their Defeat

Just what is it about fair elections that
seems to drive some Republicans to the
very edge of apoplexy? Last week’s
Leader carried no fewer than five letters
from individuals who can’t seem to ac-
cept the fact that, in a free and demo-
cratic society, the majority of the voters,
rather than the minority, determine who
will represent them. In turn, those repre-
sentatives, rather the vanquished candi-
dates, have the right and the obligation
to promote their legislative agenda.

The balance of political power in
Westfield has clearly and definitively
shifted from Republicans to Democrats,

confirming a statewide trend toward
political moderation. The Democrats
achieved their goal without the aid of
chicanery, litigation or judicial inter-
vention in the electoral process. Instead
of blaming the victors for their under-
standable public satisfaction at having
trounced the old regime, perhaps the
Republicans ought to examine the causes
of their party’s repudiation at the polls.

Did any of the letter writers consider,
even for a brief and fleeting moment,
that Westfielders might not have forgot-
ten the clumsy and heavy-handed
cronyism that motivated the former Re-
publican regime to award the lucrative
Westfield insurance program to an
agency which is owned by the Union
County Republican chairman? Do they
believe the voters forgot the appoint-
ment of the former Westfield Republi-
can chairman as our town attorney? Did
the letter writer who attacked the Acting
Governor for “betraying his party” ever
stop to think that party loyalty would
have been nothing more than a sad and
pathetic excuse for supporting a right-
wing extremist for Governor?

The electorate has made its choice.
The losers must accept that fact and
learn from their defeat if they wish to
play any constructive role in our future.

Robert J. Ratner
Westfield
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