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Westfield Divorce Attorney
Helps With Book on Divorce

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — To divorce or not
to divorce  that is the question facing
so many married people in this day
and age  approximately 43 percent of
married people, according to the lat-
est statistics.

And what a complex decision it is,
affecting so many aspects of a
person’s life, and not just the couple
themselves. Very often, children are
adversely affected as well. When
dealing with the decision to end a
marriage, participants need adequate
information regarding all of the legal
aspects involved.

To assist those who are contemplat-
ing this life-changing decision, former
Westfield resident and attorney
Marlene M. Browne has written a com-
plete guide to all aspects of divorce.

Ms. Browne, who grew up in
Westfield, the daughter of a psychiatrist
and a management consultant, recog-
nized the need for an all-encompassing
layperson’s guide to divorce during the
course of her practice as a divorce
attorney in Westfield for 11 years.

Many of her clients would tell her
how inadequate the available books
and pamphlets on the subject were.

“The Divorce Process, Empower-
ment Through Knowledge,” pub-
lished this year by 1st Books Library,
provides a thorough, soup-to-nuts
explanation of all of the legal, finan-
cial and practical considerations, as
well as many of the psychological,
emotional and uncommon issues that
arise during the divorce process.

“The Divorce Process” covers what
everyone contemplating divorce needs
to know about their rights, thoroughly
guiding the reader through the entire
legal process, from the filing of mo-
tions to the disposition of assets and
child visitation rights.

The book covers many topics, such
as tax liability, arbitration and calcula-
tion of alimony, just to name a few of
the dozens of legal and financial issues
that are considered important to know.

What is so unique about Ms.
Browne’s book, however, is that it
also covers the aspects of divorce that
attorneys normally do not share with
their clients, according to the author.

Such information includes how to
evaluate the attorney’s qualifications,
how to dispute attorney fees and how
to determine if an individual even
needs an attorney are some of the
issues that attorneys are often reluc-
tant to share with their clients.

Other aspects of unconventional
wisdom that Ms. Browne shares with
the reader are suggestions for navi-
gating the down-and-dirty aspects of
divorce wars, when being able to get
the advantage over one’s adversary
can make a big difference in the
financial outcome.

In her book, Ms. Browne suggests
to anyone considering the process or
who is in the thick of things to read
Sun Tzu’s “The Art of War,” to “know
your enemy.”

Included in the advice Ms. Browne
offers in her book are tape recording

heated exchanges to prevent poten-
tial abuse allegations; making copies
of bank statements or photographing
household assets, in order to provide
needed protection against potentially
nasty tactics that individuals might
encounter.

“I felt that people had a right to this
information and lawyers with this
type of knowledge just weren’t pub-
lishing the legal tricks of the trade,”
the author remarked.

A divorcee herself, Ms. Browne
has firsthand knowledge of the con-
flicts, difficulties and emotional
strains of going through the divorce
process. However, she claims her
own divorce was very amicable and
went smoothly, due to her ex-hus-
band also being a lawyer.

“We were both aware of the legali-
ties and rights, so there was very little
to fight about,” she confessed. “But I
was fortunate that we were both rea-
sonable, which is not always the case.”

“The Divorce Process” also covers
how to handle unreasonable and bel-
ligerent spouses in the legal process.

Being a divorce lawyer, Ms.
Browne reflected, has given her a
unique insight into families to which
most people are not privy. “Divorce
lawyers see good people at their
worst,” she remarked.

She reflected that seeing all of the
pitfalls of marriage firsthand and wit-
nessing so much conflict may be
partially to blame for her having
never remarried.

“I’ve become very cautious about
entering into marriage lightly, as
anyone should be,” she said.

During her initial consultation with
a client, Ms. Browne always sug-
gests, “If at all possible, attempt to
fix the marriage. You don’t get a lot
of happiness with divorce, and most
of the time, you do not end up better
off with half of the assets, not to
mention depressed children.”

After majoring in economics at
Boston College, Ms. Browne went
on to Emory University Law School.
She said that she just “fell into”
divorce law when Westfield attorney
James Eudice took her under his
wing, fresh out of law school, in his
Westfield practice.

She worked for Mr. Eudice from
1986 until 1991, moving on to even-
tually become a partner at
Lindabury, McCormick and
Estabrook, also in Westfield, where
she practiced until 1997.

Ms. Browne has also written two
other books: “Aspen Heir,” a con-
temporary literary novel written in
1999, and “To Prepare a Face,” which
will soon be published.

“I’ve always used writing as a ca-
tharsis to get through tough times,”
Ms. Browne reflected.

She hopes to continue to work in
the field of helping people through
divorce via public speaking engage-
ments and through organizations,
while also marketing her book. She
will also be working with other pro-
fessionals, as a consultant for their
books and publications.

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Thanksgiving: A Time to
Celebrate All Our Blessings

UNITED WE STAND…David L. Brooks, Elder with the Woodside Chapel in
Fanwood, is joined by his daughters Kate, left, and Megan.

It was late afternoon on a crisp,
clear, cold day in November, two
days before Thanksgiving. After a
day at school, a young man showered
and shaved again, paying very close
attention to his grooming. This was
not a normal occurrence because
there were days when the young man
did not even shower and shave once,
much less twice. But this was no
ordinary day. After a quick supper,
the young man went to the home of
his girlfriend. It was unusual for him
to drop by on a Tuesday night but his
girlfriend was excited to see him.
After about an hour, the young man
excused himself and went down to
the basement to find his girlfriend’s
father. After a few moments of idle
chitchat and a few more of awkward
silence, the young man nervously
asked the question he had been re-
hearsing in his mind for weeks. He
stated his love for the man’s daughter
and his desire to marry her with her
father’s blessing. Her father replied
that he would be pleased to give the
young man his daughter’s hand in
marriage and, more than that, he
would welcome him into the family
as if he were his own son.

The next night the young man
presented his girlfriend with a florist
box that contained one long stemmed
red rose with an engagement ring on
it. On bended knee, he asked the
question, Will you marry me, and
with sparkling eyes, she answered,
yes.

This Thanksgiving season, there
are countless reasons for thanking
God, such as, spiritual life, physical
life, health, happiness, and family.
However, my greatest earthly reason
for Thanksgiving is that, 23 years
ago, that young woman said she
would be willing to spend the rest of
her life with me.

Most marriage relationships go
through times and experiences of

questioning and turmoil. Our mar-
riage has been no exception. How-
ever, I know that today and forever,
this beautiful woman is committed
to standing with me. Regardless of
changes with jobs, family or friends,
she continues to support and encour-
age me.

I am excited and filled with patrio-
tism as I have seen the American
flags and the large banners, proclaim-
ing, “United We Stand.” This is im-
portant for us as a people and a
nation. Hopefully, that statement is
also important to each of you who
are married. May it be that despite
the obstacles, changes and challenges
that your relationship faces, you will
remain determined to stand together,
to stand united.

On this Thanksgiving Day, join
with me and give thanks to God for
your spouse, for the commitments
you’ve made and kept, for the expe-
riences you’ve enjoyed, for the sup-
port you have provided each other,
for the children you have borne and
raised and cared for, for the love you
have known, for the joys you’ve en-
countered and for the hopes you still
share.

Westfield Boosters Install
Officers for Current Year

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
School Boosters Association recently
installed its officers for the current
year, including president Tom
Cusimano; 1st and 2nd vice presi-
dents, Tom Madaras and Ray Patla,
respectively; Treasurers, Joe
Ciacciarelli and Jim Lau; Recording
Secretary, John Castellano, and Cor-
responding Secretary, Myles Driscoll.
The excellent leadership of the orga-
nization by its outgoing president,
Don Cambria, was also acknowledged
at the installation ceremonies.

The Boosters Association was es-
tablished over 50 years ago as a
non-profit charitable organization.
Its members engage in various
fundraising activities to provide as-
sistance and recognition to the sports
programs and athletes of Westfield
High School. In addition to the pur-
chase of sports equipment, the
Boosters Association sponsors a
competitive academic awards pro-
gram that provides scholarships for

more than a dozen Westfield High
School men and women student-
athletes each year. The organization
also awards travel scholarships that
permit athletes to represent
Westfield High School in national
or international competitions in vari-
ous sports.

For more information about the
organization and its sponsored ac-
tivities, contact the Westfield Boost-
ers at P.O. Box 594 Westfields
07091-0594 or visit the internet web
page at http://westfieldnj.com/
boosters.

Service League Sets
Holiday Sale Date

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Service League will hold its annual
Holiday Sale on Saturday, Decem-
ber 1, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at its
Thrift Shop, located at 114 Elmer
Street in Westfield.

The shop will offer special holiday
and party clothing, as well as holiday
decorations. There will also be a Toy
Department featuring new toys at
Thrift Shop prices. These toys were
all donated by Service League mem-
bers. Gift items and ornaments will
also be sold.

Proceeds from the sale will benefit
local charities. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-2530.

Success Noted By  Westfield
Y For ‘First Sunday’ Event

WESTFIELD -- On  November 4,
the Westfield Y held its “First Sun-
day For Freedom,” attended by many
local residents, which included a din-
ner and program to help raise money
for local families affected by the
September 11 tragedy.

“This event was a response to the
recent tragedy that has plagued many
of our local communities,” said the
Y’s Assistant Executive Director,
Fred Wasiak. According to Mr.
Wasiak, “The program was set up to
not only raise money for the victims’
families, but was to also help bring a
sense of healing and togetherness for
our communities. It was also meant
for families to have fun.”

Proceeds from the event went di-
rectly to the local United Way Sep-
tember 11 Fund and were presented to
Linda Maggio of the Westfield United
Fund at the November 13  Rotary
Club meeting. The money will ben-
efit families within the Westfield Y’s
service area (including Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood and
Cranford) affected by the disaster.

Among  the local talent that do-
nated their time to the event were
Mike D’Antico, who played the bag-
pipes; the NJ Fife Drum & Bugle
Corps; the Venture Post 1890 Red
Eagle Native American Dancers; the
Washington Rock Girl Scout Cho-
rus; the Rahway Valley Jeseyaires

Barbershop Choir and singers Eileen
Casazza and Latitia Oldenstam.

The local Japanese women’s club
donated its time and expertise to
make origami paper cranes, and Ellen
O’Shea from the Miller-Cory House
Museum showed a display of corn
husk dolls.

Janet Ciarrocca and Laura
Berzonsky read children’s stories and
Charlie Sullivan, owner of Air Jump
Inc., donated hours of fun on his
moonwalk.

Congressman Mike Ferguson, as
well as the Reverend Leon Randall
from the Zion Baptist Church and
Reverend Jeremy Montgomery from
the First Baptist Church, addressed
those in attendance. Also on hand
were many other employees, board
members and Y volunteers who do-
nated their time and talent to help
make the day a huge success.

Over $1,200 was raised to contrib-
ute to the local United Fund/United
Way  September 11 Fund. Almost all
of the food and supplies were do-
nated by local venders, including
CVS, B & B Press, Classic Thyme,
Print Tech, Cosimos, Ferraro’s, The
Jolly Trolley, Lia’s, The Mojave Grill,
The Northside Trattoria, Panera
Bread Company, Pepsi, Garwood
Shoprite, SouthSide Roman Bistro,
Theresa’s, Trader Joe’s, Vicki’s Diner
and Pro Source Industries.

Fanwood-SP Service League
Reveals Holiday Celebration
SCOTCH HILLS – The Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Service League will
hold its annual Christmas celebra-
tion on Monday, December 3, at

10:30 a.m. at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club in Scotch Plains.

The agenda for the day will in-
clude a short meeting, followed by a
speaker from the Adult Care Center
of Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield, and then the
luncheon.

Anyone interested in joining the
Service League is invited to attend
the event. Reservations may be made
by calling or visiting the Service
League’s Thrift Shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
during regular business hours. The
telephone number is (908) 232-0625.

The hours are 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Thursday, and 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday and Satur-
day. The cost of the luncheon is
covered by members’ dues and does
not come from proceeds from the
Thrift Shop.

All members are asked to bring a
wrapped gift for a battered woman or
a wrapped toy for a child.

Individuals are asked to attach a
removable message on the outside of
the package, regarding size, in the
case of women’s clothing, or age
appropriateness, in the case of a toy.
These items will be delivered to the
Union County Battered Women’s
Shelter.

 Troop  77 Announces
Open House, Fundraiser

WESTFIELD -- Troop No. 77 from
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will hold
an open house for all fifth grade
webelos scouts on Monday, Novem-
ber 26, from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m.

Several events are planned for the
Cub Scouts and refreshments will be
served.  Visitors are welcome and
any questions on the open house can
be directed to gryan@home.com.

Troop No. 77 will also hold it’s
annual fundraiser selling Christmas
wreaths, grave blankets and roping.
The sales will take place Saturday
and Sunday, December 1 and  2, from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Sunday, Decem-
ber 9, from 9 a.m. to noon in the
church parking lot.

Deliveries for the homebound can
be arranged by calling (908) 789-
8726. St. Paul’s Church is located at
414 East Broad Street, with the park-
ing lot entrance on South Euclid
Avenue.

Irish-Scottish Yule Customs
To be Featured at Museum

Fanwood Holiday Celebration
To Feature Many Activities

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, De-
cember 2, Irish Christmas and Scot-
tish New Year customs will be fea-
tured from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Miller-
Cory House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

A presentation by Christine Glazer
of Cranford will cover both the tradi-
tional Irish and Scottish holiday cus-
toms of the early Colonial settlers.

Arlene Kendall of Plainfield and
Sherry Lange of Cranford will pre-
pare authentic Irish and Scottish reci-

pes over an open hearth fireplace.
Taste treats will be available for visi-
tors to sample. Tours of the farm-
house will be given by costumed
docents, with the last tour scheduled
for 4 p.m.

The museum’s gift shop offers a
variety of Colonial reproductions,
crafts, cookbooks and educational
materials. For more information
about the museum’s upcoming win-
ter events or volunteer opportunities,
please call (908) 232-1776.

FANWOOD – The Borough of
Fanwood will hold its celebration of
the holiday season in the downtown
on Sunday, December 2, between 2
and 5 p.m.

Adding a festive glow to the event
for the first time this year will be the
Victorian “Fanwood” lamps, adorned
with brand new lighted wreaths.

The windows of local businesses
will feature posters painted by teams
of students from grades 2 through 8.
Their work will be judged and prizes
will be awarded for each grade level,
as well as a grand prize.

Trees will be placed along the
walkways for clubs and civic organi-
zations to decorate with individual
expressions of the holiday spirit.

Carolers will also be on hand for
the festivities, along with an ice sculp-

tor who will employ a chain saw to
create holiday icons from large blocks
of ice. There will additionally be
“reindeer” rides for young children.

Santa Claus will make his grand
entrance at the railroad station Com-
munity Room between 3:15 and 3:30
p.m., and will be there to greet chil-
dren and take pictures with them
until about 5 p.m. Hot chocolate and
doughnuts will also be available.

Around dusk, Mayor Louis Jung
will officiate at a ceremony to light
the community Christmas tree on the
north side of the railroad station.


