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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Get Outta
The House

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ninety years and going strong,
the Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Elias Zareva,
is on a mission. Perhaps you can
help them. Is there anyone out there
who has performed with the band,
or who has a family member who
has performed with them, in the
early to mid-1900s? Do you have
any of the band’s programs from
that time period? If so, please call
the Maestro at (908) 647-3514. Oh,
and don’t miss their performance
on Sunday, November 25, at 5 p.m.
for the Annual Tree Lighting at the
Westfield train station.

*  *  *  *  *
The extraordinarily talented Eller

Weas Little will perform in con-
junction with her compact disc re-
lease of gospel tunes on Sunday,
November 25, at the Scotch Hills
Country Club on Jerusalem Road in
Scotch Plains. Between the hours of
4:30 and 8 p.m., Ms. Little will sing
several selections from her newly-
released disc. She has been dubbed
“The Quiet Storm,” and it is said
that she will spellbind you with
each tune. There’s one hitch — you
will need an invitation to attend. If
you didn’t receive one, and you
want to attend, call Mr. Lee at (908)
889-8845. He’ll be happy to accom-
modate you.

*  *  *  *  *
New Jersey’s oldest active choral

group, Summit Chorale, will present
An English Holiday, a concert high-
lighting England’s rich heritage of
church and folk music. The two per-
formances will take place on Satur-
day, December 1, at 8 p.m., at Our
Lady of Sorrows Roman Catholic
Church, 219 Prospect Street in South
Orange, and on Sunday, December
2, at 4 p.m., at Our Lady of Peace
Roman Catholic Church, 99 South
Street in New Providence. Tickets
are $11-$18. The program includes
Mass in G Minor by Vaughan Will-
iams, Britten’s Festival Te Deum and
Hymn to the Virgin, and Musical
Director Garyth Nair’s own expres-
sive setting of Nachon libi Elohim
from Psalm 57, plus more.

*  *  *  *  *
I Hate Hamlet. No. Well, maybe.

In any case, that’s the name of the
Cranford Dramatic Club’s upcom-
ing production, and you have an
opportunity to audition for it soon.
The Broadway hit comedy needs
cast members. Auditions will be held
on Monday, December 10, and Tues-
day, December 11, at 7:30 p.m. at the
theatre. Try for the lead role — an
actor who is playing Hamlet in Cen-
tral Park, but who hates Hamlet —
who moves into an apartment inhab-
ited by the ghost of a great 20th
century portrayer of Hamlet. Other
roles are available, so call (908) 276-
7611 if you think you’ve got what it
takes. The theatre is located at 78
Winans Avenue.

*  *  *  *  *
Reeves-Reed Arboretum’s Holi-

day House Tour, a major fundraiser,
will take place on Thursday, De-
cember 6. Five Summit homes, most
pre-1937, will be featured on the
tour. The Arboretum will be filled
with orchids, and boutique shop-
ping will be available. Tour the deco-
rated homes between 10 a.m. and 3
p.m. for $25 in advance or $30 at the
door. If you want to join in the buffet
luncheon at Beacon Hill Club, $50
will cover the meal and the tour.
Call them at (908) 273-8787. Maybe
you’ll pick up some decorating tips.

Life As a House: Homes
 In On the Important Stuff

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

3 popcorns
Think we’re too sophisticated to en-

joy an old-fashioned film about a dying
father (Kevin Kline) trying in the elev-
enth hour of his life to bond with his
surly and uncommunicative teenage son
(Hayden Christensen)? Well, think again.

Oh, don’t get me wrong. This isn’t to
imply that we’re not way sophisticated.
Quite the contrary, I’m sure. It’s just that
Life As A House, perceptively written by
Mark Andrus and cleverly directed by
Irwin Winkler, is that rare blend of clas-
sic melodrama (read tearjerker) and cut-
ting edge social criticism.

It transcends the usual rules. So, odds
are it’s precisely what filmgoers with
our intellectual acumen might welcome
in a movie entertainment. Hey, even us
urbane folk need a good cry once in a
while, right?

Kline is architect George, divorced 10
years from Robin (Kristin Scott Tho-
mas) and on a fast track to that split-level
in the sky. His ex is re-married to a great
provider, as evidenced by their manse,
but he’s hardly the soulful bloke that
George is. She has two little boys by Mr.
Stereotypically Uninteresting and has
been trying with little success to raise
the drug-taking, skin-piercing, vexatious
and despondent 15 year old she bore to
spouse number one. But it’s no dice.

Troublesome Sam is doing the Goth
thing and couldn’t care less about either
mom or his estranged dad. With school
over, the young Californian’s plans are
to crash at a friend’s resort pad and stay
high for the summer. But George has
other things in mind for sonny boy, like
enlisting him to help construct a house.

Get the metaphor? Build a house,
build some character, reconstruct a rela-
tionship? They’re all over the lot. Life as
a House wears its heart on its
shoulder...but gets away with it in good
style thanks to quality acting by a solid
cast that evinces faith in the film’s heart-
felt messages. Further credibility is
achieved by the filmmaker’s fearlessly
candid take on the wealthy suburban
teen scene, which includes, but is not
limited to, drug dealing and a rather
uncomfortable little dalliance in prosti-
tution. Using contemporary trappings
and the emotional vernacular of the day,
writer Andrus’s screenplay issues anew
an age-old tale of human relationships
that bears retelling. And when it’s not
sad, it’s funny.

Yet for all its familiarity, director
Winkler’s update on the generation gap
astutely defies predictability. The plot
variables are well oiled and the charac-
terizations will keep you guessing.

Especially young Hayden
Christensen’s volatile portrait of Sam.
Right out of the Rebel Without a Cause
(1955) school of teen angst, loose can-
non Sam, who looks like a very young

Tony Curtis, effectively reminds that
surely an evil alien intelligence com-
mandeers our children between the ages
of 14 and 18.

Much more subtle, but no easier to
fathom, is Thomas’ housewife. George
is such a nice guy. And she seems to be
good people, too. So why did she leave
him? Money? Maybe. Nah, couldn’t have
been. But if not, then what?

Then there’s instantly likable, slightly
quirky George himself, evoked with full
salt of the Earth regalia in yet another
fine performance by Kline. Having
worked for 20 years at a job he hated, the
architect finally rallies the gumption to
get himself fired.

However, when he’s diagnosed with
terminal cancer shortly thereafter, the
options he had planned to explore be-
come severely limited. Yet there’s still
that longing to build his own house.

Years ago his dad left him a little
shack, now quite weather-beaten, on a
picturesque crag overlooking the Pa-
cific. He’s been living in it ever since the
divorce. He’s talked about building a
house, but that’s about it. It’s an eyesore,
the bane of the otherwise ritzy neighbor-
hood. And for the most part, George
enjoys playing the part of the local exis-
tentialist.

Still, story mechanisms be darned, the
pragmatist in us wonders why the dying
architect never cashed in on the land,
now certainly worth near a million dol-
lars.

Though, there is an explanation of
sorts in the severely strained relation-
ship George had with his father. Fact is,
he’s been rendered emotionally cata-
tonic by his past, which includes a dark
family secret. Really. And pretty ter-
rible at that. Ultimately, whilst trying to
forge the all-important connection be-
tween generations, he shares some of
this hidden anguish with Sam.

What he doesn’t share with Sam, nor
with anyone else for that matter, is the
bad news that’s motivating him. The
liberating effects of death comprise the
story’s greatest and saddest irony.

The prospect of his demise offers
George the freedom and conviction nec-
essary to boldly, gleefully and ceremo-
niously pursue his heretofore elusive
dream with the reckless abandon of an
Auntie Mame. Achieving it with the
disaffected son he desperately wishes to
know further offers the hope of paternal
redemption.

And for those of us who care to take a
lesson from Life as a House, we find a
spiritually uplifting word to the wise
about actualizing our own building plans.

*  *  *  *  *
Life as a House, rated R, is a New

Line Cinema release directed by Irwin
Winkler and stars Kevin Kline, Kristin
Scott Thomas and Hayden Christensen.
Running time: 124 minutes.
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WESTFIELD – Carole Shaffer-
Koros and Holly Logue, Kean Uni-
versity administrators residing in
Westfield, have joined the cast of Me
and My Girl at Kean. The production
will take the stage on Friday, No-
vember 30, at 8 p.m. in Kean
University’s Wilkins Theatre in
Union. Performances will also con-
tinue on December 1, 5, 6, 7 and 8 at
8 p.m. and on December 2 and 9 at 2
p.m. Ms. Shaffer-Koros, who serves
as Associate Dean of the College of
Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
at Kean, will play the Pearly Queen.
Ms. Logue, the show’s producer, is a
professor of theater and chairwoman
of the Theater Department at Kean.

“I went into the first rehearsal and
looked around at the 90 or so faces.

It was thrilling to get the sense of
their commitment and excitement.
For a teacher and director, that’s
extremely rewarding,” said Ms.
Logue.

“Many people have apprehensions
about traveling to New York City,”
she continued, “for pleasure or to get
an education. For those people, pro-
ductions like Me and My Girl and the
programs offered in our new School
of Visual and Performing Arts, will
bring New York City to them.”

Admission is $8 per student, $10
for faculty, staff, alumni and senior
citizens, and $12 for the general pub-
lic.

For tickets and information, please
call the Performing Arts Office at
(908) 527-2337.

CLEARANCE!
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CRANFORD – On Friday, Decem-
ber 7, the Union County College’s
(UCC) Theater Project will once again
host its “Storytime.”

Beginning at 7 p.m., the evening’s
activities will be held in the Ely Stock
Memorial Children’s Library, located
on the first floor of the Kenneth MacKay
Library, located on UCC’s Cranford
campus at 1033 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford.

The evening will feature holiday sto-
ries that will be read and acted aloud by
core members of the Theater Project.

There are no admission charges to
attend this family-oriented event.

For more information on “Storytime”
or any other production done by the
Theater Project, please call Mark Spina
at (908) 965-5189.

CLEARANCE!
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The Cranford Dramatic Club Proudly Presents...

Based on a Fairy Tale by Charles Perrault, Adaptation, Book and
Lyrics by Jim Eiler,  Music by Jim Eiler and Jeanne Bargy

Directed by Hope Weinstein and FJ De Robertis, Musical Director
Shayne Austin Miller, and Choreographer Jennifer Sara Eisenberg

Performances at Friday, Dec. 7 - 7:30 PM
Saturday, Dec. 8 - 10:30 AM, 1 PM & 3:30 PM

Sunday, Dec. 9 - 1 PM & 3:30 PM
$7.00 Adults / $5.00 children under 13 & Senior Citizens

Call Now
908 - 276 - 7611
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Joni Eareckson TJoni Eareckson TJoni Eareckson TJoni Eareckson TJoni Eareckson Tadaadaadaadaada
(1950-     )(1950-     )(1950-     )(1950-     )(1950-     ) PHOTOGRAPHING TIME…Galeria West, located at 121 Central Avenue in

Westfield, will host a photo exhibition entitled, “Portals of Time.” The public is
invited to the opening reception on Sunday, December 2, from 1 to 4 p.m. The
show will focus on the Mideast and reflects Christian, Jewish and Muslim
culture, as seen through portraits, architecture and landscape. The work of
Karen R. Kaplowitz of Scotch Plains will be featured. The show runs from
December 2 to Thursday, December 27.

Macy’s Parade to IncludeMacy’s Parade to IncludeMacy’s Parade to IncludeMacy’s Parade to IncludeMacy’s Parade to Include
Scotch Plains’ Nicole KrScotch Plains’ Nicole KrScotch Plains’ Nicole KrScotch Plains’ Nicole KrScotch Plains’ Nicole Kregeregeregeregereger
SCOTCH PLAINS – Nicole

Kreger of Scotch
Plains will be among
17 New Jersey resi-
dents and members of
the James Madison
University Marching
Royal Dukes to per-
form in the 75th
Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade tomorrow,
November 22.

The parade, which
will begin at 77th
Street and Central Park
West, will be broadcast live on
NBC-TV from 9 a.m. to noon.

Parade participants will continue
to travel down Broadway
through Columbus Circle
and Times Square, end-
ing at Herald Square and
Macy’s at 34th Street and
Sixth Avenue.

The marching band per-
formed in President
George W. Bush’s inaugu-
ral parade last January and
in former President Bill
Clinton’s second inaugu-
ral parade in 1997. Other
notable performances have

taken the ensemble to Greece,
Cannes, France, and Genoa, Italy.

Local Celebrity in the Spotlight:

Nicole Kreger

WWWWWestfield Symphony Orestfield Symphony Orestfield Symphony Orestfield Symphony Orestfield Symphony Orchestrachestrachestrachestrachestra
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SONGS FOR UNITY…Under the director of Laurie Wellman, members of the
Select Choir from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School performed recently at
the “Evening of Remembrance and Unity,” held at the high school. They also
performed at the National Guard Armory in Westfield for the New Jersey
Distinguished Service Medal Awards for Combat Veterans for Union County.
Soloists included Laura Kavinski, Laine Bonstein and Christine Perrotta.

consistently in the final movement ini-
tially enters in the second movement in
an almost prayer-like segment. The
recurrent theme goes through various
transformations and returns in the final
movement in absolute triumphant form
in triple forte and where the frame of
the church was clearly shaken.

Several neophytes in the audience
need to be aware that while the inti-
mate setting of the church has many
positive facets; excellent acoustics and
close proximity to the performers for
example, the setting also highlights
some particular pitfalls.

Any unnecessary movement of
concertgoers, foot-tapping and the in-
evitable “wanderings” of persons from
their seat are highly noticeable and
distracting. Furthermore, intrusive cell
phone ringing and talking amongst
audience members during the perfor-
mance as well as in the foyer, which is
also becoming a recurrent theme is
also highly distracting and ultimately
detrimental to the works being per-
formed. Finally, “Mrs. candy-wrapper-
lady” needs to down some liquid cough
suppressant before the concert com-
mences next time. The orchestra and
the musically-savvy deserve better.

A triumphant night for Maestro
David Wroe and the ever-rising
Westfield Symphony Orchestra.

The next concert of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra; Masters, Past
and Present will be on February 2,
2002, 8 p.m. at the Union Arts Center
in Rahway and will feature the works
of Walker: Tangents (1999),
Mendelssohn: Concerto for Piano and
Violin - Soloists: Elena Baksht and
Dimitri Berlinski and the Beethoven:
Symphony No. 3 “Eroica” For tickets
call (908) 232-9400.

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In 1967, at the age of 17, Joni
Eareckson Tada was a high school
graduate dreaming of enrolling in
college. All that changed one July
afternoon.

Tada, a Baltimore native, was set
to enjoy a swim in the Chesapeake
Bay with her sister and some friends
when a freak diving accident
robbed her of the ability to use her
limbs.

As she dove into the bay, she felt
“something like an electrical shock,
combined with a vibration.” Un-
able to move her arms and legs, she
thought she was caught in a fishing
net.

Knowing that she was running
out of air, she was sure that she was
going to drown. Her sister Kathy
tried to pull her up but when Joni
was unable to support herself, she
fell back into the water.

She was rushed to the hospital
where doctors determined that she
had broken her neck between the
fourth and fifth cervical levels. Her
break limited her sensation to her
neck and shoulders.

During her extended stay in the
hospital Tada rode a roller coaster
of emotion, at times feeling a deep
depression overwhelm her.

Raised in a Christian home, Tada
wondered how God could let some-
thing like this happen to her. Where
was God in all of this? She prayed
that God would heal her and re-
store full use of her arms and legs.
When this didn’t happen, she found
herself falling further into depres-
sion and drifting further away from
God.

Her friends and family did not
want to see that happen, and they
supported her and helped her be-
lieve that she would recover. While
she might not recover physically,
she would recover emotionally and
learn how to do things without the
use of her arms and legs.

In therapy she was taught how to
hold a pen or other instrument in
her mouth in order to write, or in
her case, draw or paint. Tada had
always been a talented artist and
once again began to dabble in her
craft. As her control improved, she
was able to draw as she once had.
She signed her artwork “PTL” for
“praise the Lord” which indicated
her renewed belief that God did
care about her.

In 1976 she wrote her autobiog-
raphy simply titled “Joni.” In the
25 years since its publication she
has exhibited her artwork in vari-
ous locations, and launched Joni
and Friends an organization of
Christian ministry in the disabled
community. Part of Joni and
Friends is a five-minute radio
broadcast that is aired on over 800
stations.

She and her husband, Ken, have
been married since 1982 and re-
side in California.
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most powerful words were spoken
by Josh Lieberman playing Dennis
Shepard, Matthew’s father. In his
remarks to the court during the sen-
tencing of McKinney, Mr. Shepard
told McKinney that instead of pursu-
ing the death penalty, he would ad-
vocate life in prison.

“Mr. McKinney, I give you life in the
memory of one who no longer lives.
May you have a long life, and may you
thank Matthew every day for it.”


