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Democrats Gain Two Seats;
Take 5-3 Edge on Council
By JAMES FOERST
and PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Democrats Kevin Walsh and Susan Jacobson defeated veteran Republicans Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. and
Janis Fried Weinstein, respectively,
in races for the Third and Fourth
Ward seats, thus giving their party
the majority on the council for the
first time in the town’s history.
Mr. Walsh won the Third Ward
race over Mr. Sullivan by a tally of
1,431 to 1,120 while Mrs. Jacobson,
a former Westfield Board of Education President and her party’s mayoral contender last year, defeated
Mrs. Weinstein, 1,473 to 1,252. Independent Thomas Stoudt received
81 votes.
Republican incumbents Peter
Echausse and Matthew P. Albano were
victorious in the First and Second

Town Council for the first time in
history.
“I have only two words to say,
‘Democratic control’,” Mr. Rotter
said, referring to a 5-3 majority on
the council.
After the emotional “thank you”
to supporters, Mr. Walsh said, “We
are not going to have any secondclass treatment on the south side of
town.”
Mrs. Jacobson, a former Westfield
Board of Education President, who
ran for Mayor last year where she
won convincingly on the south side,
said in her acceptance speech, “Now
that we have control we will be able
to be part of this agenda instead of
having to react. We will be able to be
proactive and do some good things
for Westfield.”
Mr. Walsh said that his goal as a
Councilman will be to “reexamine

Mrs. Jacobson indicated that she
does not have an agenda.
“We need to look at the budget
differently than we have been. There
are a lot of issues which we need to
look at with fairness and impartiality
and a little bit more compassion for
people then has been displayed. Also,
we need to have more constituent
services for the south side,” she explained.
Asked about how having the majority on the council will impact her
goals, Mrs. Jacobson responded that
she is an “independent thinker.”
“I totally believe in making a decision based on what is in the best
interest of the town. There will probably be times when we don’t all
agree, but I think at the end of the day
some of those issues that have been
decided along the Republican Party
lines, that weren’t really issues de-

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader

WE DID IT!…Democratic victors for seats on the Westfield Town Council Susan Jacobson and Kevin Walsh joined hands
in celebration when they learned of their success.

Bagger, Kean, Munoz Post Victory
In State Senate, Assembly Races
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Former Westfield Mayor and current State Assemblyman Richard H.
Bagger and his running mates, Assemblymen Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield and Dr. Eric Munoz of
Summit defeated Democrats Ellen
Steinberg of Chatham, former
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
and J. Brooke Hern of New Providence in convincing fashion Tuesday night in races for State Senate
and Assembly.
Mr. Bagger, who has served in the
Legislature for the past decade, beat
Ms. Steinberg, 40,281 to 28,480, or
59 percent to 41 percent, while Mr.
Kean and Dr. Munoz garnered 42,886

and 38,310, respectively, over Mr.
Jardim’s 27,605 and the 26,156 votes
cast for Mr. Hern.
Mr. Bagger said the sweep by the
Republicans “reflects the positive,
issue-oriented campaign that we ran.”
He indicated that his victory in
Westfield was a “vote of confidence”
for his efforts in Trenton. Excluding
absentees, Mr. Bagger defeated Ms.
Steinberg in Westfield, 6,321 to
3,979.
In Westfield, Mr. Jardim garnered
5,583, followed by 5,551 for Mr.
Kean, 4,841 for Dr. Munoz, and 4,542
for Mr. Hern. These tallies do not
include absentee ballots, which were
not available at press time.
Mr. Bagger said in the State Senate

he will focus on issues such as education, land use and smart growth, fighting suburban sprawl, and transportation, particularly for rail transit.
Mr. Kean, receiving the first victory of his short political career, said
he, Mr. Bagger and Dr. Munoz “really worked very well together.”
“By working together, we were
able to get the message out. We were
able to run a positive campaign and
we were able to really make a difference in the campaign,” Mr. Kean
stated.
The Assemblyman listed economic
security including making people feel
safer in their homes as the primary
issue he wants to address in the AsCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader

TRACKING VICTORY…Democratic campaign supporters Sal Antonelli, left, and Leon Lubranski joined Westfield
Democratic Committee Chairman Kenneth Rotter in the “Democratic War Room” to monitor votes as they poured in,
spelling victory for the candidates.

Wards. The Democrats’ victory will
give the party a 5-3 edge on the council with Mayor Gregory S. McDermott
giving the GOP its fourth vote.
As word quickly spread of the
Democrats’ victory, the excitement
was evident at the home of Michael
and Harriet Diamond on Otisco Drive
where Democrats were gathered to
watch the returns.
A packed house cheered when
Westfield Democratic Chairman
Kenneth Rotter announced that the
Democrats had taken control of the

the way we put the municipal budget
together.”
“We need some common sense
and planning in the process that has
been woefully absent. People are
really sick and tired of this perceived
‘good old boy network’ that has gone
on in Westfield for the last 100 years,”
he responded.
“When you strip that away and
you see what little services you are
really getting for your municipal
property taxes, that is unacceptable,”
he added.

cided on facts, will change.
“It will not be everybody marching to the same tune. There will be
discussion and maybe people will
vote to do the right things rather than
just along party lines. There were a
lot of decisions made based on things
which I would not base my decision
on, such as who contributed to what,”
said Mrs. Jacobson.
When asked about the performance
of Mayor McDermott over the last
year, she said, “Greg is a nice guy. I
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

7-Eleven And Westfield PD Unveil
Community Policing Network Ctr.
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader

GROUP HUG…Success was sweet in Westfield for Democrats on election night. Pictured, left to right, are: Susan
Jacobson, who ousted Janis Fried Weinstein in Westfield’s Fourth Ward; Councilman Lawrence A. Goldman; Kevin
Walsh, who will replace Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. in the Third Ward; and council members Claire Lazarowitz and Carl A.
Salisbury.

Full-Time Town Fire Sub-Code
Inspector Position Eliminated
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The full-time position of Fire SubCode Inspector in the Building Department for the Town of Westfield
has been eliminated and returned to
a part-time position under the jurisdiction of the fire department.
According to Fire Chief John
Castellano, the new Construction Official, Frank Hirsch, decided to do away
with the full-time position, because
there was not enough work to warrant
a full-time fire sub-code inspector.
Originally, the part-time position
fell under the jurisdiction of the fire

department, going back more than
two years, said Chief Castellano. Then
the position was switched to the Building Department, by the previous construction official and made full-time.
It was eventually recognized that
there was not enough work for a fulltime fire sub-code inspector and the
position was combined with the position of Building Inspector for a period
of one year. Kevin Martin, a part-time
Fireman volunteer with another town,
was hired to fill that position.
When Mr. Hirsch came on board,
he decided that there was just not
enough work to fill that position, and

eliminated the position, returning it
to part-time status under the fire department, said Chief Castellano.
This also necessitated that the person filling this position be a fireman
with the Town of Westfield. Mr.
Martin was not a Westfield fireman,
the Chief added.
Mr. Martin could not be reached
for comment on the elimination of
his position.
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The Westfield Police Department
and 7-Eleven are joining together in a
new community policing initiative.
At a press conference held Monday
morning at the 7-Eleven store located
at 1200 South Avenue at Crossway
Place, company officials explained the
program is aimed at increasing the
visibility of police in the neighborhood.
The Westfield Police Community
Network Center (PCNC), 7-Eleven’s
165th nationwide, will enable police
officers to have a presence in the community by completing police reports
and other office work out in the public
eye. The company has eight PCNCs in
New Jersey, including units in Roselle
and Elizabeth.
Company officials said the program
has generated leads and crime related
information nationwide from persons
who would likely never have come to
their police station to report such information.
“This is pretty unique project,” explained Jim Dale, Loss Prevention
Manager for 7-Eleven. He said the
program started when an employee at
a Massachusetts store noticed an officer writing his reports in his patrol car
on a rainy day. The officer then covered his head and ran into the store to
use the pay phone.
“With that an idea was born. We said
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why not donate space inside of the
store? These officers are out, they are
doing administrative duties while they
are in the field,” Mr. Dale explained.
“Why not invite them into the store
where they can comfortably sit down,

with the sheriff’s office, with the police department here in Westfield,”
Mayor McDermott stated. “It’s just a
great opportunity to let individuals see
that their police force is a bunch of
individuals who care about them. They

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader

PROGRESSIVE PROGRAM...The Westfield Police Department and 7-Eleven on
South Avenue announced that they are uniting to begin a program aimed at
increasing the visibility of police in the neighborhood. Pictured, left to right, are: 7Eleven Marketing Manager for Central Jersey Tom Marino, 7-Eleven Store Owner
Karajeet Sodhi, Mayor Gregory S. McDermott, Westfield Detective Sandra
Chambers and Police Chief Bernard A. Tracy.

write their reports, make phone calls,
send a fax, send e-mail, whatever they
would do at the precinct.”
Westfield Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott called the program “a
wonderful symbol for Westfield and
also for the town.”
“It gives us the opportunity to work
with the county police department,

are not just a uniform. They want to
help.”
Westfield Police Chief Bernard
Tracy noted that the main component
of community policing “is the face to
face interaction with the people in our
neighborhoods.”
He credited Detective Sandra
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Democrats Win Two Open Seats Suliga, Stender, Green Win Senate,
On Fanwood Borough Council
Assembly Seats In 22nd District
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- In a reversal of fortune from the past two years, Democrats were declared the winners Tuesday of two open seats on the Fanwood
Borough Council, with newcomer
Michael Brennan edging out GOP
challenger David B. Trumpp by a slim
margin.
Unofficial tallies, released shortly after
the polls closed at 8 p.m., showed Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell and Mr.
Brennan with 1,350 and 1,291 votes, respectively. Mr.Trumpp trailed Mr. Brennan
by just five votes, with 1,286, while his
running mate, former Councilman Dr.
Chester R. Lindsey, received 1,238.
Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern confirmed yesterday morning that absentee ballots subsequently
received from the Union County Board
of Elections included 32 for Councilwoman Mitchell; 33 for Mr. Brennan;
27 for Dr. Lindsey and 24 for Mr.
Trumpp. These figures, added to the
initial tallies, gave Mr. Brennan a 14vote lead over Mr. Trumpp.
The Democrats’ double win maintains the status quo on the council.
Republicans presently hold a 5-2 majority, including the Mayor’s seat, following consecutive GOP sweeps in
1999 and 2000. Full terms on the governing body are for three years each.
Surrounded by a throng of supporters at the South Street Café after their
victory was declared, Ms. Mitchell
and Mr. Brennan both expressed appreciation to supporters and voters for
their contributions to the successful
Democratic campaign this year.
“Everybody had a part to play and
we couldn’t have done it without each
of you doing your individual parts,”
remarked Councilwoman Mitchell,
who was returned for a second term.
“We didn’t win by ourselves. I thank
you all.”
“I appreciate everybody’s effort,”
echoed Mr. Brennan, who will succeed two-term Democratic Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz on the governing body come January. “I have a
lot to learn and we have a great team to
learn from.”
Earlier that evening, at Borough
Hall, Mr. Brennan attributed his and
Ms. Mitchell’s victory to a desire by
borough residents for a diversity of
opinion among its elected representatives. He also thanked his GOP challengers and said he was looking forward to “working with everyone on
the goals we set forth in our campaign.”
The pair was presented to well-wishers at the South Street Café by
Fanwood Democratic Municipal
Chairwoman and Union County Freeholder Linda d. Stender.
Mrs. Stender, with Assemblyman
and fellow Democrat Gerald B. Green,
won Assembly races in the new 22nd
Legislative District. Democrats gained
control of the State Assembly for the
first time since 1991.
“We will continue to work as a team
with Fanwood,” remarked Mr s.
Stender, who earlier in her career had
served as both a Fanwood Councilwoman and as Mayor. “Now the work
begins.”

Meanwhile, despite their apparent
loss, Dr. Lindsey and David Trumpp
remained positive as they greeted
friends and supporters at the Sun Tavern restaurant after the polls closed.
“I always enjoy talking to the residents and learning what they feel about
government in town, which you have
to do in order to be a good representative on their behalf,” said Mr. Trumpp,
who made his third bid for a seat on
the council in this year’s race.
Dr. Lindsey, who served on the Borough Council from 1989 to 1992 and
from 1995 to 1998, and who ran for
mayor in 1995, also found his latest
run for the governing body to be a

favorable experience.
“I enjoyed meeting the people
most,” the former Councilman commented. “We are focusing on the downtown and we (the Republican party)
will continue to do so. It’s for the
citizens and also up to them to help.
It’s not just a one-party job; it’s
everybody’s job.”
Reflecting on the election outcome,
former Fanwood Mayor Theodore
“Ted” Trumpp, Republican Municipal Chairman and father of David
Trumpp, observed that races in
Fanwood have frequently been close.
“We appreciate that a lot of people
voted for our candidates,” he said.

Democrats Gain Two Seats;
Take 5-3 Edge on Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

think he has tried very hard but I see
him backpedaling, making decisions
and not standing by them. Having sat
by for a year and watched Greg
McDermott backtrack from almost
every decision he made has been
very difficult for me. You only gain
trust by being open and honest. I
don’t think that that has happened.”
The Mayor and Republican supporters gathered to learn election
results at the home of Allen DeRose
on Bradson Court.
Mayor McDermott said that Republicans “have established a momentum.” He added, “We have established a course on the council and
it is my and my fellow Republicans’
job to make sure we continue to run
that course.”
The Democrats are coming off
four years under Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim, the party’s first mayor since
1912. Mr. Jardim was defeated Tuesday night in his bid for the State
Assembly, although he was victorious in his hometown.
Mr. Albano, in being elected to a
third term, edged out Thomas Fucillo,
1,521 to 1,034. Mr. Echausse, who
lost a close race last year, beat Reid
Edles, 1,738 to 1,043.
The final tallies show a significant
trend: Republicans won all 13 districts on the north side, while Democrats took all 12 polling places on the
south side of town.
“Obviously, the results show a significant distance between the north
and south side of this town,” said Jon
Bramnick, Republican Party Chairman. “Despite that, I think Republicans have a great feeling toward
their south side candidates, both Janis
and Neil.”
He said that both council members “always served with integrity
and distinction,” while focusing on
their ethics. He said those qualities
“demonstrate the heart of the Republican Party.”
Mrs. Weinstein said she has enjoyed the five years she served on the
council, in 1996 and from 1998
through 2001. “It has been a great

18th Annual Antiques
Show & Sale
November 10 November 11
10am – 5pm at 11am – 4pm
Tunis-Ellicks Historic House
Village & Millbrook Roads • New Vernon
Admission $3.50 • $3.00 with this ad
Public Preview Party Nov 9, 6 to 9pm • $10.00
Proceeds Benefit Harding Township Historical Society
Information: 973-292-0161
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run.”
Mr. Sullivan, who has served the
past seven years on council, said he
was ready to accept a win or a loss.
The candidate won razor thin victories in 1997 and 1999 over Mr. Rotter,
the current Democratic Party Chairman in town, and Councilwoman
Claire Lazarowitz, respectively.
“I think we’ve (Republicans) had a
great run,” said Mr. Sullivan. While
saying he was disappointed with the
results, “there is still a great future
for the rest of our team mates.”
Councilman Echausse said that he
found his victory “to be somewhat of
a sad day,” but said he felt the town is
going in a “wonderful direction”
under the leadership of Mayor
McDermott. He said the council is
taking a “long-term approach” to
some of the issued faced by the town.
“We need to keep our chins up,
push forward and keep the Republican cause going, and keep this town
the way we love it — a nice place to
live,” added Councilman Albano, the
current Finance Committee Chairman. “I think all of us ran a clean
campaign. I’m proud of everybody.”
In the race for Governor, James E.
McGreevey edged Republican Bret
Schundler in Westfield, 5,396 to
5,175, without absentee tallies
counted.

By FRED ROSSI
and MICHELE VICCARI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Democrats
in the 22nd District swept the three
races for the State Legislature on
Tuesday, providing a big boost to
the party’s regaining control of the
State Assembly for the first time in
a decade. In addition to capturing
10 Assembly seats, for a 45 to 35
majority, they also picked up five
seats in the Senate, leading to a 2020 split.
In the race for State Senate, Assemblyman Joseph Suliga of Linden, a Democrat currently representing the 20th District, defeated
Republican Milt Campbell of
Plainfield by a 59 percent to 41
percent margin.
With 99 percent of the votes
counted, Mr. Suliga received 28,610
votes, to Mr. Campbell’s 19,863.
Democrats Linda d. Stender, a member of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and a former
Mayor of Fanwood, and current
17th District Assemblyman Gerald
Green won election to the two State
Assembly seats in the newly-drawn
22nd District, defeating Republicans Patricia Walsh, the Mayor of
Green Brook, and Gabe Spera, a
former Scotch Plains Mayor.

Mrs. Stender was the top votegetter, receiving 28,462 votes, while
Mr. Green received 27,587. Mrs.
Walsh received 19,084 votes and Mr.
Spera received 18,034.
Mrs. Stender celebrated her victory with county Democrats gathered at L’Affaire in Mountainside.
“We got elected to make the tough
decisions, to work with people, and
our pledge is to make decisions to
benefit the working people of the
district,” Mrs. Stender told The
Westfield Leader earlier that
evening.
“It’s a challenge I feel very honored to have been given, that I’ve
been chosen by voters of this district,” she added. “I’m delighted.”
Mr. Suliga won 10 of the 11 towns
in the 22nd District, including his
hometown of Linden and Mr.
Campbell’s hometown of Plainfield.
Mr. Campbell triumphed only in
Green Brook.
“I wasn’t surprised that we won
Plainfield,” Mr. Suliga told The
Leader at his victory party at Nuno’s
Pavilion in Linden. “I was surprised
by the margin of victory throughout
the district. I thought in the end we
would win Plainfield because it is a
Democratic town.”
“My concern was other areas that
I didn’t think we would win, like

Scotch Plains, which is a Republican town,” he added. “What we did
was send out a lot of positive literature there and I think the Republicans took their base vote for
granted.”
Addressing supporters at a reception at the Crown Plaza hotel
in Clark, Mr. Campbell called his
loss “a victory” because it made
the Democratic Party “wake up”
and realize it could not take the
votes of African-Americans for
granted.
“We scared the hell out of
them,” he said, noting that the
Democrats were forced to “spend
money they didn’t want to spend”
on the 22nd District races. Mr.
Campbell also said several times
during his remarks that he expects to run again for elective
office.
Both Mr. Spera and Mrs.
Walsh, in brief remarks, thanked
campaign workers and supporters while acknowledging the
tough election their ticket faced
in the new district, which is
more Democratic than Republican.
“The odds were way against us
when we started,” Mrs. Walsh said,
“but we ran a good, hard campaign.”

7-Eleven
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Chambers as “being the force” behind getting the community police
network center program started.
Given the location of the store on
a state highway in the central part of
the county, Chief Tracy said the town
police department would partner with
the Union County Police and
Sheriff’s Departments.
County Prosecutor Thomas V.
Manahan called the PCNC “another
positive step to ensure that our communities are safer and that those who
we serve feel better about the quality
of their lives.”
Tom Marino, 7-Eleven Marketing
Manager for Central Jersey, who was
born and raised just a few blocks
from where the 7-Eleven is located
today, said the Westfield store services around 1,300 customers a day.
“7-Eleven lends itself perfectly between this partnership between law
enforcement and the community,”
he said.
Forty-four years ago when Sheriff
Ralph G. Froehlich became an Elizabeth police officer, officers quickly got
to know all the kids and residents in the
neighborhoods they were assigned.
He said the coming of the radio patrol
cars took away that presence.
“Chief Tracy, the Mayor and 7Eleven are bringing that back,” the
Sheriff said. “There has to be interaction with our young people, citizens, our law enforcement people
and certainly our business community. That’s the kind of interaction
that will make our streets safer.”
A desk will be provided for police
officers to write their reports at the
South Avenue store. They will have
access to a telephone/fax machine
for officers to send reports back to
headquarters.
To help support Westfield’s community police program, Mr. Marino presented a $711 check to town officials.

Fred Rossi for The Times

YOU’VE GOT MY VOTE…A Republican supporter shakes the hand of Guy Celentano, the GOP candidate who claimed
victory over Pat Romano for Scotch Plains Township Council as Mayor Martin Marks looks on.

Celentano Edges Romano
In Race for SP Council Seat
By PAUL J. PEYTON
and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Scotch Plains
Republicans expanded their Township
Council majority on Tuesday as Guy
Celentano edged Democrat Patricia
Romano in a special election to fill the
final year of an unexpired term. The victory means the GOP will now hold four
seats on the five-member governing body,
with Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel now
the lone Democrat.
Initial tallies showed Mr. Celentano, a
member of the Township Planning Board
and Environmental Commission, receiving 3,656 votes, or 51.6 percent, to 3,421
votes, or 48.4 percent, for Mrs. Romano.
Democratic Chairman Kenneth Lipstein
said Ms. Romano will not concede until
the absentee tallies are counted, a process
that is not expected to be completed until
Tuesday by the Union County Clerk’s
Office.
He said Ms. Romano lost by some 235
votes while there were 273 absentee tallies.
“When it is this close, I find myself in a
position not to concede,” the Democratic
explained.
Mr. Celentano said Republicans “usually do quite well with absentees,” so he
expects his victory to stand.
“This was a very difficult election because of what happened on September
11,” Mr. Lipstein stated. He called the
terrorist attacks on New York and Washington, “an attack on Democracy.”
Mr. Celentano will take his seat on the

OWEN BRAND

council at its November 20 meeting and
fill out the remainder of the four-year term
originally won in 1998 by Democrat
Tarquin Jay Bromley.
Mr. Lipstein charged Republicans with
last minute mudslinging in campaign literature dropped at township homes just
days before the election. He said the GOP
charged that Ms. Romano raised the tax
rate in Rahway as an employee of the
city’s tax assessor’s office and that she
moved to Scotch Plains to raise taxes. He
said these were false accusations that
amount to “dirty politics.”
Mr. Celentano called those comments
“sour grapes.”
“I feel that the voters of Scotch Plains
have once again spoken,” he said. He
noted that while the Governor-elect James
E. McGreevey took Scotch Plains by over
700 votes, his (Mr. Celentano’s) victory
represented almost a thousand vote turnaround for his campaign.
After Mr. Bromley’s death in September 2000, the council appointed Democrat
Sharynn Porter to fill his seat until this
week’s election. Mrs. Porter decided in
April not to run to fill the final year of the
term.
About 45 minutes after the polls closed,
Mr. Celentano made a brief victory statement to supporters gathered at the headquarters of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.
He thanked his wife as well as Mayor
Martin L. Marks and council members
Frank S. Rossi and Paulette Coronato for
their support and assistance in his maiden
run for elective office.
Mr. Celentano told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that his top priorities on
the council would be “shared services,

recreation and low taxes.” He said he will
also focus on the current revitalization
efforts in the township’s downtown. He
said he is eying a recreation center for the
downtown and a jitney service.
“I have a year to prove myself,” he said,
noting the year remaining on Mr. Bromley’s
term.
Scotch Plains voters also approved overwhelmingly a referendum authorizing the
township to create an incentive programa Length of Service Awards Program
(LOSAP)-to help retain and attract volunteer members for the local fire department
and rescue squad.

Bagger, Kean
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sembly. He also plans to focus on
keeping the economy strong by cutting waste as well. He also plans to
address the concerns many New
Jerseyans have on high property
taxes.
Assemblyman Munoz said although Democrats were releasing information that his race with Mr. Jardim
was even, “we won convincingly.”
“We ran real serious, real hard.
And our people said we had as real
convincing lead, which we did,” he
stated.
The Assemblyman was named to
fill a vacancy after Kevin O’Toole
moved to fill the Senate seat left by
the retiring Senator C. Luis Bassano.
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