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Democrats Seek to Retain Freeholder Seats
While GOP Looks for First Victory Since 1994
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
Democrats will attempt to extend their
streak of victories for seats on the
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
to seven years this Tuesday, November
6. Democrats have held the majority
since 1997 and have had a 9-0 advantage the past four years.
This year incumbents Daniel P.
Sullivan, a freeholder since 1995, and
Mary P. Ruotolo and Lewis Mingo, Jr.,
both of whom joined the nine-member
board in 1998, are opposed by Republicans Ricky Badillo, a Roselle Park
Councilman; Andrew MacDonald, a
former Fanwood Borough Councilman, and J. Robert Schundler of
Westfield, the older brother of GOP
Gubernatorial candidate Bret
Schundler.
Mr. Sullivan has served in leadership capacities as Chairman and Vice
Chairman of the board four of the past
five years. Mrs. Ruotolo, the widow of
former Union County Prosecutor Andrew K. Ruotolo, was the top freeholder candidate vote getter in 1998.
Freeholder Ruotolo notes that the
board has been “fiscally responsible
four of the last five years” by delivering
either a flat or cut in the countywide
purpose tax.
During what has been a fairly quiet
campaign, Republicans have attacked
their opponents on everything from their
support for a barge-to-trash facility and
medical waste facility in Linden to “secret” decision-making behind the scenes
due to the Democrats 9-0 majority.
“People are appalled that this freeholder board not only voted for a trash
transfer station in Linden but in 1999
they also voted for a medical waste facility in Linden,” responded Mr. Badillo.
“So they are making Union County
the waste capital of not only New Jersey but the United States. Coupled with
the fact that Meisel Park is closed (for
environmental testing), these are not
environmentally-prudent freeholders,”
he charged.
“The issues that we have presented
to the people are resounding with them.
They are true issues that people can
relate to,” Mr. Badillo stated.
Republicans have charged the Democratic board with receiving new Crown
Victoria automobiles just weeks after
the board laid off nearly 100 corrections officers at the Union County Jail.
Democrats have defended that action,
saying the county had to close a $12
million shortfall in the county budget
following the pullout by the state of its
inmates. They also have said the bulk
of those officers, including Mr. Badillo,

have received jobs at other correctional
facilities in the state.
Mrs. Ruotolo explained that the
board’s closing of the old jail facility
“saved the county millions of dollars”
following the pullout of state prisoners. Union County won a lawsuit against
the state after charging that the county
was not being reimbursed for the true
cost of housing state inmates. The
county won a $2.5 million court settlement. Mrs. Ruotolo said closing facility and the laying off the officers saved
the county $8 million.
The state pulled its prisoners out of
the jail after realizing they could no
longer guarantee 50 prisoners, as per a
contract with the county, after the state

increased the number of beds statewide inmates to 3,000. A fall in crime
was given as a reason for the drop in
state prisoners held at the county jail.
During her four years on the board,
Freeholder Ruotolo noted she has concentrated on enhancing the arts in the
county through awarding of $500,000
in HEART (History, Education, Arts
— Reaching Thousands) grants to individuals and groups; education and
programs for seniors.
“The arts really enhance the quality
of life but are also a viable economic
development tool. It brings people in
(to Union County),” she explained.
Democrats have cited their efforts to
put the county back onto solid finan-

More Letters to the Editor
Voting Is Important Way to Show
Support for U.S. Government System

cial footing following what they charge
were years of economic bliss under
Republicans.
They have cited their efforts over the
past five years to improve county and
municipal parks, playgrounds and to
enhance senior transportation. They
also cite their initiatives to increase
technology in the public schools by
providing funds so all classrooms have
computers and access to the Internet.
Also on Tuesday’s ballot is the county
sheriff’s race. Republican Nicholas J.
Berkey of Union, a certified fraud examiner and accountant, is challenging
eight-term incumbent Ralph G.
Froehlich, a former Elizabeth Police
Department lieutenant.

Displaying the American flag is a
great way of showing one’s faith in
America. Voting in next week’s election
is an even more important way of showing support for our system of government.
One hundred percent participation of
citizens in the electoral process will
demonstrate to the world that we are
determined to overcome terrorism and
that our way will endure.
The League of Women Voters commends The Westfield Leader and The

Blaiming Council for Future Accidents
At High School Called Irresponsible
I would like to respond to the letter
recently written by the Parent Teacher
Student Organization (PTSO) regarding
their dismay over a future temporary
shortage of parking on Westfield High
School grounds. I am not quite sure what
is more troubling about their letter, their
misguided sense of entitlement or their
irresponsible inference that the Town
Council is to blame for any future pedestrian accident.
I would welcome any PTSO member
to point out to me where in the town’s
charter does it say that students of the
high school are entitled to have parking
provided for them. It is a shame, but no
surprise, that these students don’t recognize that the school extends them the
privilege of parking there. It is not an
inalienable right for them to have park-

Schundler Vs. McGreevey Called
Campaign Of Varying Contrasts
candidate Jim McGreevey, and has
since closed the gap to 12 points,
according to the most recent poll
taken last week.
The race this year between Mr.
Schundler and Mr. McGreevey has
been called one of varying contrasts.
Mr. McGreevey is said to be an extreme liberal, while Mr. Schundler a
hardcore conservative.
“There is only one candidate devoted to fighting for New Jersey
working families, and that person is
Jim McGreevey,” said McGreevey
Canpaign spokesman Sean Walsh.
Meanwhile, in the other camp,
David Krell, a Schundler Campaign
spokesman, said, “The biggest contrast between the two candidates is
that Bret is a proven leader with
experience in cutting taxes.”
While the opposing campaign
teams boost their candidates’ superiority, the issues for which the candidates say they are fighting are not
always so dissimilar. Both campaigns
report that the issue of reforming
teacher tenure is a major concern for
both sides. Also, the issue of lowering property taxes is, in some way or
another, a problem that both sides
want to take on.
Mr. McGreevey noted in campaign
statements that he will “expand the
property tax freeze to include more
seniors,” as well as “return a portion
of state tax revenues directly to property taxpayers.”
Meanwhile, Mr. Schundler explained in his statements that if he is
elected, “you will get lower munici-

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON – This year’s New Jersey gubernatorial contest is one being watched closely by political analysts and could be a pre-view of next
year’s mid-term Congressional elections.
While Republicans are seeking a
third consecutive victory in the race
for the Governor’s Office, Democrats are hoping to recapture the highest elective office in New Jersey.
They have not held it since 1993,
when then-Governor Jim Florio was
defeated by Christine Todd Whitman.
Mr. Florio’s victory in 1989 prevented three consecutive GOP wins
following the two terms of former
Governor Thomas H. Kean, Sr.
This year’s race changed dramatically on at least two occasions. The
first time occurred on April 25, when
current Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco suddenly dropped out
of the race and opened up the Republican nomination to other hopefuls.
The favorite to take over for the
enigmatic exit of Mr. DiFrancesco
was Bob Franks, who entered the
race with Mr. DiFrancesco’s backing
on April 26.
However, the former Congressman
was ousted in the GOP Primary —
which was held three weeks later than
normal due to a dispute over redistricting — by Jersey City Mayor and
native Westfielder Bret Schundler.
Mr. Schundler began an uphill
battle to gain points back from
Woodbridge Mayor and Democratic

Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood newspapers for their excellence in election
coverage. In addition to the papers’ complete local area election coverage, please
visit www.dnet.org/nj, the League of
Women Voters’ non-partisan service for
the voter.
Exercise your right to vote on Tuesday, November 6. Polls will be open
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Merry Wisler
League of Women Voters
Westfield Area

pal taxes,” and that he will say “no to
the special interests wanting your
state tax dollars.”
One major issue of the McGreevey
campaign is that of reforming automobile insurance. Mr. McGreevey
hopes to “require companies to notify their customers when they are
seeking a rate hike so consumers can
shop around and switch companies.”
He also wants a zero tolerance on
fraud by auto shops and drivers, and
wants to increase the penalties for
bad drivers.
Mr. Walsh explained the plan in
simple terms.
“Jim will put drivers ahead of the
auto insurance companies,” he said.
One major issue for Mr. Schundler
is lowering state taxes.
“A major issue for us is economic
security. We’re in precarious times
right now, and we need a governor who
can lead us through this. (Bret)
Schundler is that leader,” said Mr. Krell.
Mr. McGreevey and Mr. Schundler
are the candidates running from the
major parties, but there are a variety
of other choices for the gubernatorial seat.
Jerry Coleman is running for the
Green Party, Mark Edgerton for the
Libertarian Party, Michael Koontz
for the New Jersey Conservative
party, Tino Rozzo for the Socialist
Party and Kari Sachs for the Socialist
Workers Party.
Also, there are a number of independents running, such as William
Schluter and George Watson Jr. Mr.
Schluter is considered the strongest
third-party candidate, given the fact
he has long represented the 23rd
Legislative District in Trenton. He
currently serves in the State Senate.

Houses of Worship
To Help Promote
Organ Donor Registry
AREA – The New Jersey Organ and
Tissue Sharing Network (The Sharing
Network), the state’s organ and tissue
procurement organization, has announced that over 2,000 houses of worship across the state will participate in
National Donor Sabbath Weekend, which
will be observed November 9 to 11.
“On behalf of the 2,000 men, women
and children in New Jersey currently on
waiting lists for life-saving transplant
operations, we thank our religious leaders for their determination in helping us
get the word out to members of their
congregations,” said Joseph Roth, President and Chief Executive Officer of the
non-profit organization.
The Sharing Network, based in Springfield, has shipped out thousands of donor registry brochures that encourage
individuals to sign up with the New
Jersey Organ Donor Registry.
In addition, Sharing Network volunteers will speak at houses of worship and
some members of the clergy will deliver
a message on the subject of organ donation, according to Mr. Roth.
For more information on how to become an organ donor or to join the New
Jersey Organ and Tissue Donor Registry, please call the Sharing Network at
(800)
SHARE-NJ
or
visit
www.sharenj.org.

ing so they should stop acting that way.
It is not surprising that some kids, who
are accustomed to getting everything
they ask for, would act this way. Instead,
this issue should be used as a reality
check that sometimes in life things don’t
go your way and you just have to adapt.
In their example, someone rushing to
school across several busy streets would
be at risk for an accident. In order to
avoid what they describe as a future
certainty, I would like to suggest that the
rushing student wake up five or 10 minutes earlier so they are not pressed for
time. Is getting up a few minutes earlier
that much of a hardship? If they feel that
it is, perhaps they should meet some of
my friends whose commute is now an
extra half an hour to 45 minutes every
day or other friends who have no offices
or jobs to go to anymore.
To the students who will be temporarily affected I offer this advice, maybe
you should consider carpooling or walking. Somehow the ninth and 10th graders
get to the high school every day without
driving.
Furthermore, I find it just plain irresponsible to infer that any future accidents in the area would be the Town
Council’s fault. The Town Council is a
very dedicated group who make a lot of
difficult decisions that are in the best
interest of the entire town. Trying to
blame an accident that didn’t even occur
is just wrong. Many of these council
members are parents themselves and
they fully understand how important it is
to create the safest environment for all of
the children in our town.
Perhaps the parents and teachers of
the PTSO should be teaching the students to focus on the bigger picture
rather than attacking the volunteers who
are working hard to deal with this and
many other equally, if not more important, issues.
The temporary displacement of driving
privileges will give way to improved building facilities which in turn will assist
current and future high school students in
receiving a better education. A strong education system is one of the primary reasons
why Westfield’s housing values are so
high. In my opinion, the PTSO’s complaining about student parking is just a
ruse for a group who wants to have their
cake and eat it too. It’s sad, truly sad.
Bret Cummings
Westfield

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

54th ANNUAL STOREWIDE ANNIVERSARY SALE!
November 1st through 12th

SPECTACULAR REDUCTIONS!

Drawing for Door Prize - Trip to Colonial Williamsburg

HICKORY CHAIR
Martha Washington Chair.
SALE from $599.

Stock performance isn’t the
only performance we care about.

HENKEL-HARRIS Rice Carved Bed. Cherry
List $6345. SALE $3173. (Queen) ('99 Floor)
50% Off Pieces made before 2000.

Shifman Bedding
Truckload Sale
Save 35-55%
$100. Gift Certificate
on Premium Sets

KARGES Chippendale Breakfront.
List $30,940. SALE $18,500. (floor)

SOUTHWOOD Serpentine Camelback Sofa
List $4782. SALE $2869. (floor)
All Southwood Floor Samples 50% Off

PNC Advisors cordially invites you to attend PNC Bank night
at the Westfield Symphony Orchestra.

Whispers of Love
November 17, 2001, 8:00 pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

STICKLEY WILLIAMSBURG (FLOOR)
Norfolk Dining Table
W 48 L 74 Opens to 104
List $6363 Sale $3825.
Coates Arm Chair
List from $1839 Sale from $1110.
Coates Side Chair
List from $1657 Sale from $995.
Breakfront W 71 D 18 1/2 H 96 1/2
List $16,893 Sale $10,250.

EJ VICTOR Commode
BAKER Chair
List $10,079. SALE $4995
SALE from $1561
KINDEL N.Y. Winterthur Chair
List $9814. SALE $3000. (disc. floor)
STATTON SALE - 50% Bedroom
Collection (select finish)

Sibelius: Symphony #7
Scarmolin/Sichel: Whispers of Love
Vladimir Tsypin, Violin
Saint-Saëns: Symphony #3
(The Organ Symphony)

Call 908-232-9400 for tickets
For information on PNC Advisors call Michael Pompian
at 908-317-6521 in Westfield.

www.pncadvisors.com

KINDEL Adare Armoire (disc. finish)(fl)
List $25,310. SALE $14,500.

Valley Furniture Shop
ANNIVERSARY SALE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 10-9 • SATURDAY 10-5:30 • SUNDAY 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 (908) 756 - 7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 (973) 427-1848
Kindel • Stickley • Baker • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hickory Chair • Dimes • Widdicomb

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

