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Fanwood Neighbors Still Concerned
Subdivision Will Increase Flooding

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Planning Board
heard opening testimony May 23 on
an application by D. Villane Con-
struction, LLC to build a single-
family home at 226 Tillotson Road
— a proposal which has sparked
concern among neighbors about the
potential for increased flooding in
the area.

In February, the board granted
Villane Construction minor subdivi-
sion approval, allowing for the cre-
ation of two conforming lots at the
site. The applicant was required,
however, to return before the board
for approval of its site plan and storm
water management plan before the
new lot could be developed.

The Westfield company has a con-
tract to purchase the property, where
a one-story frame house already
exists. Villane Construction intends
to build another house on the sec-
ond lot.

Board members also granted a
variance in February for a side yard
setback, to address a covered patio
attached to the existing house,
which fell short of the permitted 10
feet. While the main part of the
house met the permitted distance,
the patio section has a setback of
5.62 feet.

At the time it was approved,
members of the board emphasized
that the variance request allowed
them to stipulate that a storm wa-
ter management plan be included
as part of the package, thereby
giving the board greater control
over how the property is devel-
oped.

The Tillotson Road area has been
plagued by chronic flood problems
for years, neighbors testified during
the February hearing. Some dozen
residents turned out again for last
week’s meeting, although they were
unable to pursue their storm water
concerns at length because the
applicant’s engineer had another
commitment that evening and was
unable to attend.

The engineer is scheduled to be
present when the hearing on the
appeal resumes at the board’s Mon-
day, June 18 meeting at 8 p.m.
Members of the board and the pub-
lic will have an opportunity to
question him about the applicant’s
storm water management plan at
that time.

James Watson, a land surveyor
and planner with EKA Associates
of Scotch Plains, which designed
the site plan for the new lot, told
the board and the audience a de-
tention system would be installed
on the property that would store
excess water and then gradually
release it into the existing system,
to prevent further flooding in the
area.

The storm water management plan
was further elaborated on by Bor-
ough Engineer Richard Marsden,
whose professional expertise is in
hydraulics.

Mr. Marsden’s detailed descrip-
tion of the plan prompted Council
President Joel Whitaker, who sits on

the Planning Board as the Borough
Council representative, to remark that
it sounded as though the Borough
Engineer was testifying on behalf of
the applicant.

In response, Mr. Marsden said he
had discussed with the applicant’s

the board unanimously voted in fa-
vor of granting James Vierschilling,
of 225 North Avenue, permission to
annex a parcel of adjacent land which
his neighbor has agreed to sell to
him.

Mr. Vierschilling and his wife,
Barbara, are in the process of trans-
forming the Victorian era, Dutch
Colonial home they own at the North
Avenue address into a bed-and-break-
fast establishment, which was ap-
proved by the board last year.

The couple plan to demolish an
existing, six-car garage on the left
side of the house and to build a new
garage on the property acquired from
their neighbor on the opposite side of
the soon-to-be bed and breakfast.
Mr. Vierschilling described the cur-
rent garage as an “eyesore” and a
“fire hazard.”

The driveway on the property
will also be relocated from the left
side to the right side of the resi-
dence, to be in line with the new
garage, while the site of the exist-
ing garage will be landscaped as a
park-like setting, according to Mr.
Vierschilling.

In addition to minor and final site
plan and subdivision approval for the
changes, the Vierschillings also re-
quired a variance for an existing side
yard setback for the new section of
property. The setback measures 2.43
feet, while the permitted distance is
three feet.

A third application which had
been scheduled for a hearing be-
fore the Planning Board last week,
that of Commerce Bank for a sign
at its pending new branch at 580
and 590 North Avenue, was post-
poned until the board’s next regu-
lar meeting on Wednesday, June
27, at 8 p.m.

PUBLIC WILL BE ALLOWED TO POSE QUESTIONS AT TUESDAY’S MEETING

State DOT Officials to Detail
Plans for Bridge Over Rt. 22

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Representatives from the state
Department of Transportation (DOT)
will be in Scotch Plains on Wednes-
day, June 13, at 7:30 p.m. to explain
the department’s proposal to build a
new bridge across Route 22 that
would directly connect Park Avenue
and Bonnie Burn Road.

The DOT is seeking approval from
the Township Council to construct a
new bridge over Route 22 that would
replace the 40-year-old overpass lo-
cated just west of the proposed struc-
ture. Such a bridge would have two
northbound and two southbound
lanes, leading some in the commu-
nity to worry about a possible in-
crease in vehicular traffic and its
effects on residents north of Route
22 and Scotch Plains’ business dis-
trict to the south.

During Tuesday’s regular council

meeting, Mayor Martin L. Marks, in
announcing the June 13 meeting,
said the public will be allowed to
offer input and question DOT offi-
cials. He emphasized that “nothing
will happen without the approval of
this council.”

In other matters, the council au-
thorized two professional services
resolutions, one of which appointed
Killam Associates of Millburn to
design a parking lot at Scotch Hills
Country Club and another that ap-
pointed Lauro Associates of
Kenilworth to design handicapped-
accessible improvements to the
restrooms at Jerseyland Park.

The council also approved a reso-
lution approving the submission of a
$64,000 REDI (Regional Efficiency
Development Incentive) grant appli-
cation to the state Department of
Community Affairs that would be
used to purchase computer software

that would allow Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and their joint Board of
Education to share and schedule the
various athletic fields and park areas
for groups and teams. The council
also approved a resolution authoriz-
ing a tax appeal settlement with
Pantagis Renaissance restaurant and
banquet hall, a settlement that Town-
ship Manager Thomas E. Atkins said
was in the best interests of the
township’s taxpayers.

Late in its 50-minute meeting, the
council approved the appointment of
Corinne Brown as Township Tax
Collector until December 31, 2004.
She replaces Mary Nelle Jones, who
had been serving as Acting Tax Col-
lector since the beginning of the year.

The council also approved a reso-
lution congratulating Priscilla Janus
on her retirement after 32 years of
teaching in Scotch Plains as well as
in Westfield and Middlesex.

The board needs “to look at
this (the application) with

extraordinary care” because of
the history of flooding in the
area of the proposed subdivi-
sion and because Fanwood
residents are not eligible for

federal flood insurance.

engineer what he felt needed to be
done to implement proper storm
water management at the site and
that the engineer was “cooperative”
about following those guidelines in
designing the plan.

Councilman Whitaker stated that
the board needs “to look at this (the
application) with extraordinary care”
because of the history of flooding in
the area of the proposed subdivision
and because Fanwood residents are
not eligible for federal flood insur-
ance.

Villane Construction is seeking
bulk variances for the proposed
front yard setback on the new home,
which at 18.14 feet does not com-
ply with the 30-foot permitted dis-
tance, and to allow a planned drive-
way to fan out to 20 feet in order to
accommodate a two-car garage on
the property. The permitted width
is 10 feet.

Prior to the Tillotson Road appeal,

-- Joel Whitaker
Fanwood Council President

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The Township of Scotch Plains has
worked out a deal with Westfield
developer Broadway Associates to
build an age-restricted housing de-
velopment on an 11.7-acre parcel of
land, known as the Broadway site.
The proposed development, off of
Jerusalem Road, borders Westfield’s
Brightwood Park and would include
55 to 60 single-family homes re-
stricted to residents age 55 and over.

Approximately seven acres of the
site are owned by the township and
the remaining four acres are owned
by the developer. The township will
sell its portion of the land to Broad-
way for $785,000, according to the
letter of intent signed by the town-
ship. A formal contract will be drawn
up in the fall, according to Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks.

Broadway Associates has agreed
to build the 55 to 60 single-family,
detached, ranch-style houses at ap-
proximately five units per acre. Each
house would be about 1,600 square
feet and would sit on a parcel mea-
suring between 4,500 to 5,000 square

feet, according to the agreement.
Talks between the township and

developers, regarding this site, be-
gan in 1987, and have included an
apartment complex proposal,
townhouses for seniors and an as-
sisted-living facility. Those deals
subsequently fell through. The land
was originally designated to meet
some of  Scotch Plains’ Mount Lau-
rel affordable housing obligation. At
that time, it was zoned for a high-
density of 12 to 16 units per acre.

However, according to Mayor
Marks, the township has met its
Mount Laurel obligations through
other land designations; this parcel
will now be removed from that status
and rezoned to match the lower den-
sity of the surrounding neighbor-
hood.

“Reducing the density and desig-
nating the site as age-restricted will
lessen the impact that this develop-
ment will have on the school sys-
tem,” Mayor Marks told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins said that some-
time in June or July, the township’s

planning consultant will draft a zon-
ing ordinance to rezone the site, that
will be passed on to the Planning
Board for review.

The township will hold off on any
formal contracts with the developer
until the fall, when the council and
the Planning Board will hold public
hearings regarding the rezoning of
the site and the preliminary site plans.

“We will not move forward until
everyone returns from vacation,”
Mayor Marks commented.

Broadway Associates owner Jo-
seph Scalzadonna said that the pro-
posed development is very much in
keeping with the character and qual-
ity of the neighborhood. Mr.
Scalzadonna also owns The
Westwood restaurant in Garwood.

“I am certain that once people see
what it is that we are proposing, they
will approve of the plans,” Mr.
Scalzadonna told The Times.

Mr. Scalzadonna described the
plans as being similar in character to
the one-story, ranch housing devel-
opments that are commonly seen in
Ocean County retirement communi-
ties.

He also said that access roads will
definitely not be routed through
Brightwood Park, and will most likely
extend to Jerusalem Road or

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
PATRIOTIC FESTIVITIES…Grand Marshal Michael Rossi takes a ride down Martine Avenue in a camouflage vehicle
during the Memorial Day Parade in Scotch Plains and Fanwood, top; Martine Avenue was lined with parade revelers as
traffic flowed through the intersection at South Avenue, far bottom; Caitlin Mahoney, 4, Jonathan Mahoney, 6, and
Michael Caminiti, 6, wave their American flags with pride, as costumed parade participants pass by, center.

SP Set to Sell Land Bordering
Park for Age-Restricted Housing

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A GREAT TEAM…Clayton S. Pierce, Fanwood’s Downtown Revitalization
Coordinator, left, presents a commemorative plaque to his wife, Evelyn, in
appreciation for her help and support throughout Mr. Pierce’s recent efforts to
acquire the Victorian motif “Fanwood” lamps. A lamp lighting ceremony,
during which past and present borough officials and others also received
plaques, was held in the downtown as part of the community’s Memorial Day
festivities. Pictured at right is Mayor Louis C. Jung.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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FANWOOD
POLICE

BLOTTER
SATURDAY, MAY 5

• A burglary was reported at a
Cray Terrace residence in which en-
try was gained by cutting a rear win-
dow screen. A laptop computer, some
gold jewelry, a Panasonic video cam-
era and a 35 millimeter camera were
reported missing from the premises.
The total value of the missing items
was tentatively listed at $7,000, po-
lice said.

THURSDAY, MAY 10
• A pocketbook containing about

$200 in cash, along with a laptop
computer valued at $1,500, was re-
ported stolen from a Helen Street
residence. Authorities said there was
no sign of forced entry.

FRIDAY, MAY 11
• An unknown individual entered

a home on LaGrande Avenue and
took $20 from a purse in the house.
The person responsible gained en-
try by cutting a window screen and
apparently exited the home through
the same window after taking the
money.

SUNDAY, MAY 13
• An attempted burglary was re-

ported at another home on LaGrande
Avenue, in which a window screen
was also slashed in an unsuccessful
effort to gain access to the home. The
window itself was locked and police
believe the homeowner’s dog may
have scared the suspect away.

FRIDAY, MAY 18
• A resident of Crest Lane re-

ported that someone cut a window
screen, entered the home and stole
a pocketbook. The suspect was not
apprehended and no description of
the individual was available.

MONDAY, MAY 21
• Luis Almodovar, 60, of New-

ark was arrested and charged with
burglary and possession of burglary
tools after he was discovered in-
side the enclosed porch of a home
in the 200 block of Paterson Road
by the homeowner, who alerted
police.

The suspect was allegedly attempt-
ing to pry open a door leading to the
interior of the home using half a
scissors, according to police.
Almodovar was being held on $5,500
bail at the Union County Jail.

• A Midway Avenue resident dis-
covered an unidentified man in his
home during the early morning hours.

The suspect was described as a
dark-skinned black male, 30 to 40
years old, six feet tall with a thin
build, and with weathered features
and fuzzy black hair measuring
three to four inches in length. He
was also said to be wearing a dark
blue T-shirt.

Police said the suspect took the
victim’s coat before fleeing the
home. Authorities subsequently
searched the area but were unable
to locate him.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

JOINING THE COUNTY BENCH...Union County Freeholder Nicholas P. Scutari, left, congratulates Joseph Perfilio
after he was sworn in recently as a Superior Court Judge. Looking on is Union County Assignment Judge Edwin W. Beglin,
Jr. Mr. Perfilio served the past 16 years as Municipal Judge in Scotch Plains.

MONDAY, MAY 21
•A Rivervale Court resident re-

ported a set of porcelain cups and a
pot had been taken from the pre-
mises during the day. There were no
signs of forced entry.

TUESDAY, MAY 22
•The theft of a motorcycle trailer

was reported from a Route 22 busi-
ness. The incident occurred over the
weekend.

•Henry Pineda, 18, of Martinsville
was arrested for possession of under
50 grams of marijuana on Westfield
Road pursuant to an investigation of
a disorderly person.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
•A Park Avenue resident reported

finding a rear door lock tampered
with. Police said entry to the house
was not gained.

• Brian D. Farkas, 32, of
Lawrenceville was arrested for sexual
assault as the result of an investiga-
tion by Detective Brian Donnelly
which arose from a reported act of
sexual gratification in view of two
children that occurred on Frank Street
on May 3.

Farkas was remanded to the Union
County Jail in lieu of $45,000 bail set
by Union County Superior Court
Judge Judge J. Moynihan.

SATURDAY, MAY 26
•A Front Street business reported

that someone had stolen a three piece
patio set, a couch and two chairs
valued at $300 from a display in
front of the store. The incident oc-
curred overnight.

•A Black Birch Road resident re-
ported finding the telephone lines
cut to the house and the master bed-
room ransacked. According to po-

lice, Entry to the house was gained
by forcing open a rear door. Miscel-
laneous jewelry was reportedly taken.
The incident occurred over the pre-
vious two days.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
•An Old Farm Road resident re-

ported that someone had dismantled
a portion of a fence located on the
property sometime over the week-
end.

•The tires of a vehicle parked at
the Union County Vocational Tech-
nical Schools on Raritan Road were
reportedly slashed over the week-
end. The side view mirrors were also
reportedly torn off.

MONDAY, MAY 28
•Jorge H. Valladares, 18, of Scotch

Plains was arrested for possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana
pursuant to a report of a possible
burglary in progress on Hill Top
Road.

Police said Valladares later ex-
plained that he was trying to gain
entry to his residence but was unable
to. The incident occurred at approxi-
mately 2:45 p.m.

•A Jacobs Lane resident reported
that the telephone lines were cut to
his house. The resident believes that
it occurred Friday night due to unex-
plained noises in and around the
house. Entry was not gained.

•Veron A. Williams, 37, of Scotch
Plains was arrested for possession
of a knife for unlawful purposes
and  for making terroristic threats
pursuant to an argument during an
outing at a Washington Avenue ad-
dress.

Williams was released on $4,000
bail set by Scotch Plains Municipal
Court Judge Brian Levine.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Broadway
Association

Some Westfield Council Members Leery
About Starting Valet Parking Service Now

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- While some
members of the Westfield Town
Council along with Mayor Gregory
S. McDermott are ready to move
ahead on a private valet parking
service at the South Avenue train
station parking lot, some council
members have expressed reserva-
tions about starting the program now.

During Tuesday’s council confer-
ence meeting, Town Administrator
Thomas B. Shannon told council
members that he expects to go out to
bid for the valet service this week.
Mr. Shannon anticipates receiving
bid specifications from interested
firms by the council’s next confer-
ence meeting on Tuesday, June 12.

The administrator explained the
system would generate capacity for
another 100 cars on top of the 462
vehicles currently parked at the
South Avenue lot. In turn, the town
would sell another 125 permits.

There are currently over 900
people waiting for permits for South
Avenue and 150 for the Waterson
Street lot.

Mr. Shannon said a visit to see a
similar system operation in Millburn

was “an eye-opening experience”
for him. He said he favors moving
ahead on the program.

The town envisions filling in the
aisles in the South Avenue lot with
cars while utilizing the “horseshoe”
area of the lot for persons to drop off
their cars and keys to a valet service
employee.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman said he was
concerned that persons currently
parking at the lot will now be incon-
venienced by waiting on line to get
their cars during the evening com-
mute home. He noted that current
commuters have seen a significant
hike in permit fees.

Although calling it “an experi-
ment worth trying,” Mr. Goldman
said he was “skeptical” of starting
the system now instead of waiting
so it could be done in conjunction
with construction of a downtown
parking deck.

“Unless this is a well oiled ma-
chine, there are going to be some
ticked off people every day,” rea-
soned Councilman Goldman.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein also said she feels
the valet service she be started at the
time permit holders are displaced
during construction of a parking
deck.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Chairman of the Transpor-
tation, Parking and Traffic Commit-
tee, said he sees the plan as an
opportunity to create another 150
spaces for commuters.

Mayor McDermott indicated that
he would like the council to stop
thinking of the program as just a
short-term plan to increase parking
capacity, but more a long range ap-
proach.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury said he would like to view
the Millburn valet system during a
rainy weekday when most cars are
likely to be using the lot in order to
see the operation at work.

The council will hold a public
hearing Tuesday night prior to a
second reading of an ordinance to
set up a $700,000 funding source
for the design phase of a parking
deck including soil samples, size
(numbers of floors) and aesthetics.
The credit line, as it has been called,
would also set up funding for other
parking improvements in town.

Rich And Associates, the town’s
parking consultant, recently recom-
mended building two decks – the
first at lots 1 and 8 at Elm and
Prospect Streets, and the second on
lot 9 (Shell lot) on North Avenue
behind the Paine Webber building.

In other business, Town Engineer
Kenneth B. Marsh said the town
received a low bid of $571,250 on
streetscape improvements planned
along the Central Avenue approach
into Westfield as well as for seg-
ments of the Downtown Improve-

ment Plan as drafted by the Down-
town Westfield Corporation.

The town received a low bid of
$261,850 for improvements slated
for municipal parking lot 5 behind
the Rialto Theatre and lot 2 at the
North Avenue train station lot.

Mr. Marsh said the bids to pur-
chase pay stations for the two lots
ranged from $8,000 to as much as
$35,000 a machine. The town had
proposed buying four machines.

The council is set to voice their
opposition on state legislation, As-
sembly Bill No. 3366, which would
eliminate the “time of decision” rule
with respect to the applicability of
ordinances, statues and regulations
to development applications.

“The time of decision rule is one
that is created out of judicial for the
respect for the separate powers
vested in legislative bodies, and pro-
vides local government body mem-
bers the mechanism to correct er-
rors, or close previously unantici-
pated loopholes, in statutory or or-
dinance language,” according to the
resolution the council is set to vote
on Tuesday night.

“(The bill) would make a drastic
change by providing that protection
for a developer from the time that
the application is deemed complete,
a step which is basically a check-off
of documents being filed, and which
is before any public hearing or deci-
sion on the merits of the applica-
tion,” the resolution continues.

Fanwood Avenue, subject to Plan-
ning Board approval.

A coalition of residents, who
live near Brightwood Park, formed
the Brightwood Association last
year, to express their concerns to
the Town of Westfield that the park
be protected from over-develop-
ment.

Mayor Marks said that he is sen-
sitive to the concerns of Westfield
residents and the Brightwood Park
Association’s wishes to protect the
area.

“We have always had a good spirit
of cooperation with neighboring
towns,” the mayor remarked. “We
will make every attempt not do
anything that adversely impacts our
neighbors however, property own-
ers also have rights to develop their
own land,” he added.

Get With The Times,
Sign Up Today:

www.goleader.com!

Christine Hoyer Graduates
Elizabethtown College

FANWOOD – Christine Hoyer of
Fanwood has graduated Suma Cum
Laude from Elizabethtown College in
Pennsylvania. She pursued a double
major in Psychology and Philosophy,
graduating with honors in both disci-
plines.

During her college career, she was
inducted into Alpha Lambda Delta, the
National Honor Society and was named
a College Scholar in 1999 and 2000.

In April, Christine presented research
at the annual Eastern Psychological Con-

ference held in Washington, D.C. She
received a Regional Research Award for
her research on children’s use of a propo-
sitional code during mental rotation.

Christine has been hired by Washing-
ton University in St. Louis, M.O. as a
research assistant in a Cognitive/Neuro-
science Lab in the Psychology Depart-
ment.

A 1997 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Christine in the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hoyer of
Fanwood.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE…Seventh and eighth graders got a bird’s eye view
of the Memorial Day Parade in Scotch Plains and Fanwood from the bridge on
Martine Avenue.

WORKING IN THEIR GARDEN…Garden Work Day was held on May 14 in
the Children’s Garden for all of the Pre-K, PDD class and kindergarten classes
at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains. Parents worked with the
children during the day. Funds awarded to Bernadette Hoyer through an AT&T
Cares Grant this year were used to purchase plants and garden supplies. Student
Leighton Heisey finds a perfect spot in the garden for the bleeding heart plant
that she and her mom donated to the garden.

give them a touch
of home.”
Sign them up now
for a college subscrip-
tion, to the The Times.

Call 908. 232.4407

“While they’re away at college...


