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WASHINGTON D.C. — Con-
gressman Michael A. Ferguson (R-
7th) joined an overwhelmingly bi-
partisan majority on Wednesday, May
23, in voting to improve public edu-
cation by granting new flexibility to
local school districts and requiring
accountability in the classroom while
boosting federal education funding.

The “No Child Left Behind Act,”
H.R. 1, which passed 384 to 45, was
supported by six New Jersey Republi-
can and six Democratic members of
Congress.

“This major reform will ensure
children’s success in our public
schools by requiring accountability
and results while giving schools
greater flexibility to target increased
federal funding where it’s needed the
most,” Mr. Ferguson stated.

Specifically, it will hold state and
local school districts that use federal
funds accountable for improving stu-
dent achievement while also giving
districts the freedom to target resources
where they are needed from class-size
reduction to higher teacher salaries to
technology in the classroom.

In addition, the legislation requires
schools to prepare annual report cards
on their performance to better in-
form parents about the quality of
their child’s school. The legislation
allows local schools to decide how to

best use funds for professional devel-
opment of teachers, recruiting, hiring
or training new teachers. H.R. 1 also
authorized the 21st Century Commu-
nity Learning Centers Act and the
Gun Free Schools to help state and
local school districts fund drug and
violence prevention programs.

The House of Representatives voted
earlier this month to increase federal
education funding to $44.5 billion, an
11.5 percent hike over existing funding.

*  *  *  *  *
WESTFIELD – Union County

Chamber of Commerce and guests
are invited to participate in a “dis-
tance learning” demonstration dur-
ing a networking breakfast slated for
Friday, June 15 at the Westlake School
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
The school is operated by the Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission (UCESC).

Distance learning is accomplished
through the use of an interactive
television system, or ITV. ITV al-
lows students to learn a more exten-
sive variety of subject matter with an
off-site instructor.

“This new technology also has
great potential for businesses,” said
Chamber Vice President Susan
Jacobson of Westfield. “From train-
ing programs for new employees or
board of directors meetings to the

Bring Your Family and Friends for All the Fun! 
Live Music! Free Food and Gifts! Free Italian Ice! Free Popcorn! Face Painting! Clown! Balloons!

The Town Bank of Westfield is Having a
Cool Party… So Come On Downtown!

FREE

Beat the summer heat with your new
Town Bank of Westfield water bottle!

FREE when you open any new account.

“Beat the Heat”
gift!*

*One per customer while supplies last.

*One per customer while supplies last.

Cool DEAL!
Special Money Market Account Offer
Earn this Great Rate from June 9 until July 31, 2001

when you open a Premium Money Market or a
Business Money Market Account.

4.00%APY *

Minimum to open:
Premium Money Market: $1,500
Business Money Market: $2,500

*Annual Percentage Yield. Balances falling below minimum ($1,500 or $2,500) will incur
a minimum service charge of $10.00 and no interest is earned. Limited check writing; three
checks permitted per cycle. There is a penalty fee for excess transactions. Rates subject to
change without prior notice.

Savings account must remain open for 6 months.
Winner need not be present. No purchase necessary. Must be over 18 to enter.
One entry per person. Town Bank of Westfield employees and their families are not
eligible to participate. Drawing will be held on Friday, June 15, 2001 at 3:30pm.

Name

Address

Telephone

Cool SAVINGS!
Complete this coupon and drop it off to our Elm Street

office before noon on Friday, June 15.

First Prize: $500 Savings Account
Second Prize: $250 Savings Account

(2) Third Prizes: $125 Savings Account

Come early and get
your FREE Koozie Kooler!*

Be one of the first 100 customers to visit us during our Grand
Opening festivities on Saturday, June 9th.

Receive a 6-pack Koozie Kooler when you open any
new Town Bank of Westfield account.

Keep Cool Special!

Elm Street Office
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Phone: (908)518-9333
Fax: (908)518-0803

Celebrate the Grand Opening of our second office at 44 Elm Street, Downtown Westfield

Saturday, June 9th • 9am to 1pm

introduction of new products, the
possible applications of interactive
television are unlimited.”

In addition to the demonstration,
the school will showcase vocational
training programs for disabled stu-
dents at the Westlake School. The
school is the former Commerce
Clearing House warehouse building.

The cost for this meeting is $15.
Proceeds from the breakfast will be
donated to the UCESC.

*  *  *  *  *
WESTFIELD – The Downtown

Westfield Corporation (DWC) was
recently recognized for excellence in
the field of downtown revitalization by
meeting performance standards set by
Main Street New Jersey and the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation’s
National Main Street Center.

Qualifying criteria included broad-
based public support, historic pres-
ervation ethic, active board of direc-
tors, adequate funding, a paid pro-
fessional manager and reporting of
economic progress by providing sta-
tistical information.

Westfield joins 345 other Main
Street revitalization programs, na-
tionally, designated as Main Street
communities.

The DWC is the management entity
for Westfield’s special improvement
district, which was formed in the spring
of 1996 by ordinance adopted by the
Westfield Town Council.

News Highlights

Patricia Romano Seeks Democratic
Nomination As Write-In for Primary

SCOTCH PLAINS — Patricia
Romano, a 12-year resident of Scotch
Plains, has announced her intention
to seek election this fall as the Demo-
cratic candidate for the Scotch Plains
Township Council.

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood previously reported that,
due to the withdrawal of Sharynn
Porter from that candidacy, there was
insufficient time to file a petition to
be on the Primary ballot.

Ms. Porter, the wife of Scotch
Plains Board of Education member
Lance Porter, was named last year to
fill the council vacancy following
the death of Councilman Tarquin Jay
Bromley.

Mrs. Romano will instead seek the
Democratic nomination through
write-in votes at the Primary elec-
tion, to be held on Tuesday, June 26.

Mrs. Romano lives with her hus-
band, Vincent, himself a 22-year
Scotch Plains resident and a Battal-
ion Chief in the township’s volunteer
fire department, and their 6-year-old
daughter, Giavanna. She is employed
as Principal Assessing Clerk in the
Tax Assessor’s Office for the City of
Rahway.

Her 14 years of government expe-
rience also includes working in the
City Clerk’s Office and Building
Department. She served as the shop
steward and helped negotiate three
contracts with the City of Rahway. In
Scotch Plains, Mrs. Romano has been
a volunteer on the Cultural Arts Com-
mittee since 1997.

“I look forward to the election and
serving on the Township Council,”
Mrs. Romano said. “When I watch
how the Republican council mem-
bers run things, I just don’t like what
I see. The people who bring their
concerns before the council don’t get
the response they deserve.”

Democratic Councilwoman Geri
Samuel said, “Pat Romano will be a
great asset to Scotch Plains as a
council member. She is not someone
who just recently arrived and pre-
tends to know what is best for Scotch
Plains, but knows through her many

years here and those of her husband
what is best for the township.

“Her significant government ex-
perience and concern for the inter-
ests of every resident make her the
best choice for the election this No-
vember.”

If she garners enough votes in the
Primary, Mrs. Romano would face
Republican Guy Celantano in No-
vember.

There is one year remaining on
Mr. Bromley’s term. The seat will
come up for a full four-year term
in 2002.

Local Commission to Present
Awards to Property Owners

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
(WHPC) is preparing for its Ninth
Annual Commendations Awards
Reception on Monday, June 18, at 8
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the
Westfield Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
public is invited to attend the presen-
tation.

The commission recently ap-
pointed a panel of judges who toured
the community in order to recognize
property owners who have demon-
strated generally-established historic
preservation standards when expand-
ing, altering, restoring and maintain-
ing their buildings and grounds.

The buildings should retain archi-
tectural integrity from the period, or
periods, of their significance, ac-
cording to the commission.

Nominating categories are as fol-
low:

Preservation or Restoration Project
– Suitable for a successful rehabili-
tation/restoration of a building, or
group of buildings, for its original
use or a museum use.

Continuing Use – Suitable for well-
preserved commercial, industrial and
civic structures (still used for origi-
nal or similar functions) that have
retained their architectural integrity
due to continuous and sensitive main-
tenance over the years.

Adaptive Use – Suitable for suc-
cessful rehabilitation of a building or
group of buildings for a changed use
while maintaining the original archi-
tectural integrity.

Structure/Object-Site – Suitable for
the successful preservation of a struc-
ture, object or site, such as a build-
ing, monument or garden, or the
successful preservation or excava-
tion of an archaeological site.

Special Recognition – Suitable for
individuals, groups and governmen-
tal agencies displaying outstanding
leadership which has contributed, or
continued to contribute to, the pres-
ervation of historic resources in
Westfield.

Education – Suitable for a specific
program, educational institution,
publisher, group or individual dis-
playing excellence in increasing
knowledge about historic preserva-
tion and Westfield’s historic sites.

Harry A. Devlin, a noted artist
and architectural  special ist ,
chaired this year’s judging panel,
assisted by Nancy Priest, WHPC
Chairwoman; Diana Edkins, Bob
Vivian, and Donna Rothstein and
Betty List, WHPC Education and
Community Relations Committee
Chairwomen.

WALKING FOR MARCH OF DIMES...Union County Freeholder Daniel P.
Sullivan, left, and Freeholder Vice Chairman Lewis Mingo, Jr., right, were
among the many walkers who participated in the recent 10K walk for the March
of Dimes, held at Union County College’s Cranford campus.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EVERYBODY LOVES A PARADE...The streets of Westfield were lined with people, who came to see the Memorial Day
parade on Monday, May 28. Memorial Day commemorates those Americans who have fallen in war.


