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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Mayor, Council to Review Process on Selection
Of Downtown Deck Site With Consultant Tonight

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council will
meet tonight with its parking con-
sultant, Rich and Associates, to re-
view the process the consultant went
through in selecting a site for a down-
town parking deck.

At last week’s council meeting,
the governing body rejected the in-
troduction of a $700,000 bond ordi-

nance that funds, in part, the design
phase of a parking structure. Offi-
cials have emphasized that the ordi-
nance did not specify the location or
size of the deck. Those issues would
be decided by the consultant the
town will hire if the ordinance is
eventually adopted.

Town Administrator Thomas P. Sh-
annon has said the town received pro-
posals from three consulting firms
that had responded to a request for
proposals previously published by the
town.

Last summer, the council unani-
mously agreed to move forward with
a deck for municipal lots nos. 1 and
8, located off of Elm and Prospect
Streets. In recent weeks, a group
formed to oppose that deck has been
growing. Meanwhile, the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce and
Downtown Westfield Corporation are
seeking to develop community sup-
port for a parking structure.

Mayor Gregory S. McDermott,
whose vote against the ordinance
ended a 4-4 deadlock on May 8, has
said tonight’s meeting will give new
council members Peter Echausse,
First Ward, and Rafael Betancourt,
Second Ward, a chance to gain in-
sight on how the council arrived at
an Elm/Prospect parking deck.

He said he envisions the meeting
as “just a sit down discussion in a
relaxed atmosphere.” He said he
would like Mr. Rich to detail whether,
with politics and per cost per space

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Technology Plan and Food Service
Examined by Westfield School Bd.

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, at its regular meeting Tuesday
night, heard a presentation from the
district’s Director of Technology,
Darlene Nowak, regarding the
schools’ technology plan.

Ms. Nowak told board members
that the technology plan is a three-
year plan which outlines certain ob-
ligations to the state which the schools
must meet.

Board Vice President Anne Riegel
called the plan “one of the best things
the district has produced.”

There are four main goals of the
plan, she said. These goals include
the further integration of technology
in the schools; staff development;
increased administrative use of tech-
nology, such as e-mail communica-
tions; and increased infrastructure.

“The emphasis is clearly on teach-
ing and learning,” Ms. Nowak said.

Other objectives, she said, focus on
access and accountability.

The technology plan, she said, calls
for a new organizational structure,
additional professionals and new
roles for some professionals within
the district.

Ms. Nowak outlined costs to the
schools enumerated in the plan, in-
cluding costs for instructional and
technical support as well as increased
access and infrastructure.

Members of the board questioned
whether or not it would be possible
to measure the impact of technology
upon student achievement in the dis-
trict.

Curriculum Committee Chair-
woman Annmarie Puleio noted that
the goal of the program is “infusing
technology into the curricula to bet-
ter teach,” but the question must be
asked if students are learning better.

Dr. Janie P. Edmonds, Assistant
Superintendent for Curriculum and

Instruction, told the board, “you can’t
not have computers.

“Students can’t learn the old way,”
she said.

The board also heard from repre-

Towns Can Now Regulate
Against Early A.M. Pickups

not at issue, whether the consultant
would still select the deck locations
he has supported. The mayor said
that perhaps with size and the eco-
nomics of per deck space cost not at
issue, Mr. Rich might recommend a
deck that is not in the backyards of
residential properties.

He said his question to Mr. Rich
might be, “If you had to do it all over,
what would you do?”

In his Comprehensive Parking Plan
dated February 2000, Mr. Rich rec-
ommended a large deck at the South
Avenue train station lot and a second
deck at Elm and Prospect.

Mayor McDermott said he will
emphasize to Mr. Rich that, “This –
the deck proposal – is not dead.

Mr. Echausse, who joined the gov-
erning body in January to fill the
vacancy following Mr. McDermott’s
elevation to Mayor, has said he will
not support a deck at Elm and Pros-
pect. Instead he favors a structure on
North Avenue behind the
PaineWebber building.

“This is not one of these projects
that says, ‘build it and they will
come,’” Councilman Echausse said
when reached for comment Tuesday.
He questioned Mr. Rich’s view that
that the only way to add parking
capacity is through a deck. He called
that view “short-sided.”

The lot, known as lot 9 or the Shell
lot, was rejected by Rich and Associ-
ates which said in its Comprehensive
Parking Plan that, “in order to achieve

347 net add spaces (at the Shell lot),
the structure would require five sup-
ported floors for a total height of
53.5 feet and not meet the required
capacity” of 439 spaces.

Councilman Echausse said he
wants to hear first hand the criteria
Mr. Rich used in determining the
sites for downtown parking struc-
tures. The Councilman said the is-
sues of supply and demand and po-
tential financial success or failure of
a site need to be reviewed along with
traffic flow and related safety issues.

The councilman also said he was
against the $700,000 ordinance be-
cause it did not specify how the
money was to be spent. “You just
can’t write a blank check for
$700,000,” he said.

Councilman Betancourt said last
week that he would like to see the
parking manager hired first so that
person will get involved in the dis-
cussion of the deck and parking man-
agement issues.

Rich and Associates determined
that the downtown has a parking
deficiency of between 1,000 and
1,400 spaces. Mayor McDermott
has said by the fall he anticipated
the town adding another 175 spaces
through initiation of a valet parking
system at the South Avenue lot and
elimination of one of the exit drive-
ways. A jitney service, also in the
works, is expected to eventually be
used by over 200 persons.

Tonight’s meeting will be begin
at 6:30 p.m. in the Administrator’s
Conference Room of the Municipal
Building on East Broad Street.

DERBY DAY…Westfield Policemen’s Benevolent Association Local No. 90 sponsored its second annual Fishing Derby
on Sunday, April 22, at Mindowaskin Park. Over 300 children participated. Each child was given a T-shirt and
refreshments. Prizes were awarded to Suzie Kozlowski, 5, who caught the first Brown Trout, and Devon Turner, 10,
Patrick Gray, 9, Allie Hopper, 3, Katherine Riddle, 14, Minim Yur, 5, and Dillon Geoghegan, 8, who all caught Golden
Trout. The PBA extended thanks to the many businesses which supported the event and to the families which participated.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A piece of legislation signed into
law last week will give municipali-
ties with private garbage collections,
such as Westfield, the legal power
they need to stop early morning pick-
ups.

In 1993, the Westfield Town Coun-
cil passed an ordinance prohibiting
garbage haulers from operating in
town prior to 6 a.m. The town’s
action was later overturned by a state
Superior Court judge who ruled that
only the state can make that deci-
sion.

Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger
of Westfield (R-22nd) took on the
issue by sponsoring legislation that
would allow municipalities to limit
garbage and recyclable collection to
specific hours. That bill, A-1936,
was signed into law by Acting Gov-
ernor Donald T. DiFrancesco last
Thursday. The legislation was co-
sponsored by now former Assembly-
man Alan M. Augustine.

“It took a long time (for the bill to
become law),” Mr. Bagger said, not-
ing the associations representing the

haulers had opposed the legislation.
“But I am persistent.”

“This started six or seven years
ago,” he observed. “This (early a.m.
collections) was a problem in some
neighborhoods when some residen-
tial haulers began pickups in the
middle of the night.”

“There has been a steady stream of
complaints from Westfield about this
(early morning pickups),” Mr. Bag-
ger noted.

Assemblyman Bagger explained
that these same haulers were re-
stricted in surrounding towns from
the same practice because those
towns had municipal contracts. But
towns like Westfield, which have
private collections, were out of luck.

“The purpose of this law is to
allow municipalities the option of
limiting solid waste collection times
in order to preserve peace and quiet
throughout the neighborhoods,” said
Mr. Bagger, who served as Westfield
mayor in 1991.

“Garbage collection can be dis-
turbing because, typically, trash col-
lection occurs in the early morning
hours, when most residents are

asleep.”
The Bagger-Augustine bill was

supported by the New Jersey League
of Municipalities.

Former Westfield Town Council-
man Anthony M. LaPorta was one of
those residents woken up early in the
morning by his hauler, who would
collect trash as early as 3 a.m.

“I think it (eventual passage of the
state law) is a great story,” Mr. LaPorta
said. He specifically noted that the
legislation was unanimously sup-
ported in both houses of the State
Legislature.

Upon joining the council in 1993,
Mr. LaPorta began to actively deal
with the issue as Chairman of the
council’s Solid Waste Committee.
He met with haulers serving the town,
at which time he told them to stop
early morning pickups or else he
would press the council to introduce
an ordinance restricting collection
hours.

When haulers balked at the time,
Mr. LaPorta said he brought the issue
before the full council which, after
some heated meetings attended by

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
AN UNWELCOME SURPRISE…Upon finishing a long day’s work this Tuesday, Melissa A. Betkowski, a reporter for
The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, was greeted by a parking ticket under her windshield
wiper. Ms. Betkowski’s vehicle carries a handicapped placard which, under New Jersey law, allows a disabled person
special parking privileges. According to the New Jersey Department of Motor Vehicles’ Web site, these privileges
authorize Ms. Betkowski to park overtime or in a disabled parking zone.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
WHERE’S THE FIRE?…A newer red fire truck traveled down Elm Street beside an older yellow fire truck on Monday,
responding to a call nearby.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

DOT Plans to Begin Construction
On Circle Project By Fall of 2003

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) officials told the
Westfield Town Council Tuesday
night that they anticipate beginning
construction  on improvements to
the Route 28 traffic circle in Westfield
by the summer and fall of 2003. The
$2 million project is expected to be
completed by the summer of 2004.

The DOT is nearing completion of
the project’s development phase. The
next phase will include initial and
final design and is scheduled to be-
gin this summer.

The council is expected to draft a
resolution supporting the project in
order for state officials to approve
moving onto the next phase.

Snehal Patel, a Project Engineer
with the DOT, said a council resolu-
tion would be needed to help him

attain approval from DOT officials
in order to move onto the next phase
of the project.

“We are moving ahead of sched-
ule,” Mr. Patel told the governing
body, noting that the project’s target
completion date was originally 2005.

The new “modern roundabout”
approach replaces a previous plan
for a T-shaped signaled intersection
at the circle which is bounded by
South Avenue and East Broad Street.

Traffic accidents and congestion
led Westfield to request that the DOT
investigate improvements to the ex-
isting configuration of Route 28, also
known as South Avenue, in the vicin-
ity of the circle.

“Due to the park areas located in
all four quadrants of Route 28 and
the railroad crossing as well as in the
circle and monument island area, the
department utilized a modern round-

about concept to replace the existing
traffic circle,” the DOT reported in a
statement prepared for Tuesday’s
meeting.

“This approach minimizes poten-
tial impacts to the Westfield Plaza
Historic District. In addition, the
project will include improvements
to the intersections adjacent to the
existing circle,” the DOT statement
said.

Granite block curbing will be used
in the remainder of the project to
match the urban streetscape designs
that are planned for the downtown
area.

The project includes a number of
safety improvements, most notably
the relocation of the intersection of
Watterson Street and South Avenue
in order to improve the operation of
the roundabout. Pavement width in
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9
• Michael Sweeney, 30, of Scotch

Plains was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated in the 800 block
of North Avenue, West. He was admin-
istered a breathalyzer test and released
on his own recognizance.

• David Sharpe, 24, of Westfield was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated at Westfield Avenue and
Washington Street. He was subsequently
released to a responsible party.

THURSDAY, MAY 10
• Natalie Vasquez, 18, of Rahway

was charged with driving under the in-
fluence while being under the legal age
to purchase alcohol, after being stopped
at South and Windsor Avenues. She was
subsequently released to a responsible
party.

• Ryan Flannery, 19, of Plainfield
was arrested at Central Avenue and Vir-
ginia Street and charged with driving
while intoxicated. He was released to a
responsible party after additionally be-
ing charged with driving while his li-
cense was revoked.

• Lloyd Goldson, 18, of Linden and
Michael Brown, 18, of Rahway were
charged with underage possession of
alcohol at South and Windsor Avenues.
Each was issued a summons and re-
leased.

FRIDAY, MAY 11
• A South Avenue, West resident re-

ported the theft of sections of a wooden
fence.

• Cynthia Caponegro, 40, of
Mountainside was arrested and charged
with fraudulently obtaining a prescrip-
tion at an East Broad Street pharmacy.
She was released on her own recogni-
zance.

• A resident of South River reported
that his wallet, containing approximately
$20 in cash, was stolen from the dash-
board of his work vehicle while it was
parked on Wallburg Avenue.

SATURDAY, MAY 12
• Nestor Gomez, 43, of Rahway was

arrested at Central Avenue and Virginia
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released on his own
recognizance.

MONDAY, MAY 14
• Twenty-five cases of soda were re-

ported stolen from the loading dock con-
tainer at Westfield High School on Dorian
Road.

• A Central Avenue resident reported
that a camcorder valued at about $500
was taken during a burglary at her home.
Entry was gained through the front door
and a bedroom was discovered ransacked.

• A Boynton Avenue resident re-
ported that her pocketbook was stolen
while she was shopping at a North Av-
enue store.

• A Wyoming Street resident reported
that her home was burglarized. The front
door had been forced open, although it
was unknown at press time if anything
was missing, according to police.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

www.williams-nursery.com

Exit 577 South

Bob’s
Linens & Things Highway 22

Comp USA

East Broad St.
Garden State

Parkway

Highway 22

Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave

Central Ave

Exit

138

Exit
135

Kennilworth Blvd

Mountain

Ave524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 
Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

Wed-Sat 9am-7pm • Sun-Tue 9am-6pm  

Vegetable
Plants

88$12.fla t

Choose from 
Corn, Tomatoes, 
Peppers, Beans, 
Etc

Choose from 
Corn, Tomatoes, 
Peppers, Beans, 
Etc

Vegging Out

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Plant for 
the Cure

Good Thru
05/22/01

Stella DeOro

Reg $2.49 pack
$15.99 flat

We at Williams Nursery are proud 
to be part of the “Plant for the 
Cure” program.  We hope that you 
will realize the importance of this 
campaign by purchasing our 
Special Pink Impatiens Hanging 
Basket.  Part of the proceeds from 
the sale of these plants will  be 
donated to the Susan G. Komen 
Breast Cancer Foundation.
With the commitment of everyone 
involved we will make a difference!

1 gal reg $10.99

2 gal reg$14.99

1 gal reg $10.99

2 gal reg$14.99

•Carefree Daylily
•Best Everbloomer
•Great for Sun or
      Part Shade

•Carefree Daylily
•Best Everbloomer
•Great for Sun or
      Part Shade

$2 Off
908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

C O M P A N Y
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Tech. Plan,
Food Service

sentatives from Chartwells Educational
Dining Services regarding the district’s
food service program.

Anita Shaffer, Regional Dietitian for
Chartwells told the board that the com-
pany is committed to offering menu
choices that are appealing to kids and
parents, taking into consideration guide-
lines set forth by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA).

Ms. Shaffer noted that the company
works with regional chefs to select meals
that are appropriate to the local cuisine,
noting that in New Jersey a lot of “ethnic
cuisine” is offered.

She also discussed changes that are
being made to the secondary school food
service in order to offer the district’s
students healthier options for lunch, in-
cluding salads and low-fat snacks.

Policies Committee Chairwoman Dr.
B. Carol Molnar questioned the
company’s guideline for sodium con-
tent, which is set at no more than 1,000
milligrams in a meal.

Ms. Shaffer said that this follows a
guideline set by the state of New Jersey,
and that the USDA sets a maximum of
2,400 milligrams of sodium as a daily
consumption value.

The board also approved job descrip-
tions for the Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum and Instruction, Supervisor
of Instructional Technology and the As-
sistant Superintendent of Human Re-
sources. The latter two positions are be-
ing newly created to accommodate the
upcoming retirements of Ms. Nowak
and Director of Human Resources David
M. Tuller.

Some question was raised regarding
various job duties and the titles of Super-
visor of Instructional Technology and
Assistant Superintendent of Human Re-
sources.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam J. Foley explained that the technol-
ogy position was renamed to a supervi-
sor for consistency with the other aca-
demic supervisors within the district.
Regarding Ms. Nowak, he said, when
she was hired, “she wasn’t just the Direc-
tor of Technology, she was technology.”

The board voted to table the job de-
scription for the groundskeeper position
following discussion regarding the posi-
tion.

Prior to the meeting, a reception was
held honoring the Optimist Club of
Westfield’s Intermediate School Out-
standing Teacher Award winners. The
award honors a teacher from both Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools.

This year’s winners were Wendy
Masteller, a science teacher at Roosevelt
School and Nancy Rygiel, a mathemat-
ics teacher at Edison School.

Dr. Ken Shulack, Principal of
Roosevelt School described Mrs.
Masteller as “truly an outstanding edu-
cator.”

Westfield is fortunate, he said, that the
Optimist Club works so diligently for the
students.

Cheryl O’Brien, Principal of Edison
School said she was “speechless with
pride” for Mrs. Rygiel.

Ms. O’Brien said that Mrs. Rygiel’s
“passion for teaching, passion for bring-
ing out the best in her students makes her
one of the finest educators.”

Presenting resolutions of the board to
the award recipients, Board President
Arlene Gardner said that the example of
dedicated teaching like that of Mrs.
Masteller and Mrs. Rygiel is “why we
have a good school district.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Traffic Circle
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Garbage
Pick-up

Wendy Reynolds Earns
Degree in Biology

At East Stroudsburg
WESTFIELD – Wendy J.

Reynolds of Westfield has received a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Biology
at East Stroudsburg University in
East Stroudsburg, Pa. during com-
mencement exercises on Saturday,
May 12.

WELCOME FRANKILINIA…Students at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield planted a Frankilinia tree on Arbor Day in the school’s Habitat
Garden. The garden has been made possible by a grant from the Westfield
Foundation and donations from parents and local businesses.

Rockford College Places
Aubrey P. McGovern

On Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Rockford College

in Rockford, Ill. has announced that
Aubrey P. McGovern of Westfield
has been named to its Dean’s List.

A freshman at Rockford College,
Aubrey earned a grade point average
of at least 3.25 with no grade below
a “C” for the fall semester.

over 100 residents, passed a local law by
a 6-3 tally.

“It was the big issue in the town for a
couple months,” he told The Westfield
Leader. The former councilman said Mr.
Bagger continued to keep him abreast on
the status of the legislation.

“It really shows how government can
work,” Mr. LaPorta commented, noting
how the council’s action eventually led to
state action that gave teeth to towns to
restrict collection hours.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
he wants to compare the legislation to the
town ordinance to see if they conform.
Mr. Bagger said he believes the town
should re-introduce its ordinance so that
officials can soon start enforcing the law.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks
said Tuesday night, “This is an issue that
the township has worked on in the past.
We have always felt that it was appropri-
ate to limit the times of refuse collection
in that it is a quality of life issue.

“We have fought on behalf of our
residents in court unsuccessfully before.
We hope that this new state legislation
will stand if challenged in court.”

Bowcraft Hearing Focuses
On Noise, Traffic Studies

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Enduring
more than four hours of testimony
and cross-examination, professional
engineering consultant for Bowcraft
Amusement Park on Route 22, Gary
Dean of Gary Dean and Associates in
Oldwick, testified before the Scotch
Plains Board of Adjustment at the
continuation of Bowcraft’s variance
application on Thursday.

Bowcraft is applying for a “D”
variance to add a water park addition
and maintenance building to its ex-
isting amusement park. After the
board’s denial of their first applica-
tion, owners of Bowcraft, Marke
Enterprises, presented a new appli-
cation for a non-conforming use vari-
ance before the Board of Adjustment
on April 5. The new application is a
scaled-down version of the previous
application.

Both the first variance application
and this one have met with staunch
opposition from neighboring resi-
dents who object to the expansion.
Several residents circulated petitions,
ran newspaper ads and attended pre-
vious board meetings to voice their
objections. Some of the residents
formed a citizens’ group called the
Scotch Plains Association Concerned

with the Environment (SPACE).
SPACE hired an engineer to repre-
sent their objections to the proposal
at the meetings.

The residents’ chief concerns cen-
tered on the potential increase in
noise, lights, traffic congestion and
devaluation of their properties that
they believed the proposed expan-
sion would cause. The residents told
the board that noise from Bowcraft’s
rides, the Public Address (PA) sys-
tem and screaming children inter-
fered with the enjoyment of their
yards.

The proposed 10,600-square-foot
water park consists of a wading pool,
a lazy river and three, 14-foot-high
water slides that would be located on
2.2 acres of existing Bowcraft prop-
erty. The wading pool would be ap-
proximately 18 inches deep and the
lazy river about 30 inches deep.

A one-story bathroom/locker room
wood-frame building would be at the
entrance of the water park and the
entire water park would be sur-
rounded by a six-foot-high fence and
landscaping. A 40-foot by 80-foot
maintenance building would replace
a red barn and several trailers cur-
rently used for storage of equipment.

According to previous testimony,
the water park would cater to chil-
dren under 12 years of age and would
attract mostly customers from the
dry area of the amusement park.
Steve Marke, owner of Bowcraft,
previously testified that he was los-
ing many customers on very hot days.

He estimated that approximately l
200 more customers per day would
attend as a result of adding the water
park, but that most customers would
be those who were already in the dry
park.

During the May 10 meeting, Mr.
Dean described in detail the results
of sound and traffic studies made by
him at Bowcraft in both September
of 2000 and April of this year. Mr.
Dean measured decibel levels of vari-
ous sounds from driveways of houses
that front onto Glenside Avenue, as
well as from within the amusement
park during peak operating hours,
and levels from across Route 22.

His conclusion was that cars going
down Glenside Avenue were con-
tributing more noise to Glenside
Avenue yards than the noises gener-
ated within the park. He also stated
that the decibel levels of the park
were barely perceptible from the
mini-mall on the other side of Route
22, where neighbors on Mountain
Avenue have complained of exces-
sive noise from the park’s roller
coaster.

Furthermore, he measured decibel

levels of sounds coming from a water
park similar to the one being pro-
posed. From that study, Mr. Dean
concluded that a water park addition
would not contribute any significant
change in the noise levels onto adja-
cent properties. The water park would
be approximately 330 feet away from
the closest house.

“You will be able to hear sounds
coming from the park,” Mr. Dean
conceded, “but it will not be louder
than the sound of traffic on Glenside
Avenue.”

Mr. Dean pointed out that if a
housing development occupied this
parcel of land, instead of a water
park, the sounds of children yelling,
in addition to lawn mowers and air
conditioners, would create a greater
increase in the level of noise in the
area.

Mr. Dean also did a traffic and
parking analysis of the area and the
site.

Based on numbers of estimated
customers given to him by Mr. Marke,
he concluded that there was ample
parking in the lot behind Bowcraft.
The application proposes to delin-
eate 332 parking spaces in the back
parking lot, in addition to the exist-
ing 130 parking spaces located in the
front of the site, adjacent to Route
22.

“Even in a worst-case scenario,
which is unlikely to occur, there is
sufficient parking to handle the esti-
mated increase in customers,” Mr.
Dean concluded.

Numerous residents expressed con-
cerns that the parking lot would not
be adequate to hold the influx of new
customers and questioned the esti-
mates and methods of calculation
used by Mr. Dean.

Glenside Avenue resident Karen
Johnsen told Mr. Dean that she wished
he had come to her house to measure
the decibel levels, which would have
been more indicative of what she had
to endure, rather than measuring
sound from the end of her driveway
in front of her house.

“I don’t live at the end of my
driveway,” Ms. Johnsen stated.

Mountain Avenue resident Thelma
Gerber told Mr. Dean that she could
hear the roller coaster very loudly
from her yard, contrary to what his
decibel measurements concluded.

“Noise is very subjective,” Mr.
Dean stated. “Children laughing and
playing might be pleasing to some
people, and annoying to others,” he
said.

The application will be continued
on Thursday, May 31, with testi-
mony from a professional planner
and the designer of the water park.

Westfield’s Chaz Maffey
Receives Spirit Award

WESTFIELD – During
a recent honors assembly,
St. Peter’s Prep Principal
John R. Raslowsky pre-
sented the 2001 Spirit
Award to Westfield resi-
dent and senior Chaz
Maffey.

Based on the nomina-
tion of students, faculty and
staff, the award is given
each marking period to stu-
dents who embody the
spirit of St. Peter’s Prep
and who have demon-
strated leadership skills in
the school.

Chaz is the Chairperson
of the Prep’s Forensics Team and is a
member of the Prep Lacrosse Team,
the Jazz Band and Concert Band,
Prep’s Emmaus Team and the Na-

tional Honor Society
and National Spanish
Honor Society. He is a
Presidential Scholar at
St. Peter’s Prep and has
won numerous aca-
demic awards at the
school.

Chaz serves as a
peer leader at St.
Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in
Westfield. He is a
1997 graduate of
Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School in
Westfield.

The son of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles S. Maffey of
Westfield, Chaz will attend the
University of Pennsylvania in the
fall.

Elementary School Teachers
To Play Volleyball for Cancer

WESTFIELD – Teachers and fac-
ulty from McKinley Elementary and
Franklin Elementary Schools in
Westfield will battle each other at a
faculty volleyball game on Monday,
June 4, at 7:30 p.m. in the gym at
Westfield High School.

The charity event will benefit the
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foun-
dation, North Jersey Affiliate, in

memory of Roberta Eisenberg, a
former elementary school art teacher
in Westfield. She died of cancer this
past year.

Tickets are $3 for adults and $2 for
children. All tickets will be sold at
the door.

For more information, please call
Joseph Paradise at McKinley School,
(908) 889-7611.

Chaz Maffey

the roundabout will be changed “to
encourage proper speed” limits.

In addition, the pedestrian signal
at South and Westfield Avenues will
be converted to a two-way operation,
DOT officials explained.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Chairman of the Transpor-
tation, Parking and Traffic Commit-
tee said he was concerned about east-
bound traffic on South Avenue, which
consistently fails to yield to motor-
ists coming out of Watterson Av-
enue. He suggested adding pylons to
help with Watterson traffic flow into
the turnabout.

DOT officials felt this would block
Watterson Street traffic, specifically
that of the rescue squad.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury asked if South Avenue could
be restricted by pylons before ap-
proaching Watterson Street, thereby
by not interfering with traffic flow on
the thoroughfare.

DOT representatives felt pylons
would impede traffic flow into the
street, especially affecting the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.

In an effort to enhance pedestrian
safety, additional sidewalks will be
placed throughout the park area at
the southeast quadrant of the North
Avenue and East Broad Street inter-
section.

Frank LoPatsky, a project engi-
neer with Morristown-based engi-
neering firm Edwards and Kelcey,
explained that an area off South Av-
enue at Watterson Street will be spe-
cifically marked for emergency ac-
cess for members of the rescue squad.

He also explained that the round-
about will include several restric-
tions for Westfield Avenue traffic.
There will be no left turns permitted
from South Avenue onto Westfield
Avenue and no left turns from
Westfield Avenue onto South Av-
enue.

Two-way traffic will be maintained
on the first block of Westfield Av-
enue off of South Avenue. Mr.
LoPatsky said that traffic flow was
maintained mostly for access to Pan
American Cleaners.

DOT officials also said, as per a
question from Fourth Ward Council-
woman Janis Fried Weinstein, that
the entrance to the Town Bank of
Westfield will not be impacted.

The signal at West Broad and East
Broad Streets will also be enhanced
along with the signal in front of the
Jolly Trolley on North Avenue.

Copies of the project plans will be
available for review by the public at
the Westfield Memorial Library and
the Town Administrator’s Office at
the Municipal Building.


