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By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

During a regular meeting span-
ning more than three hours last Thurs-
day, Fanwood’s governing body
adopted its 2001 municipal budget,
discussed various other issues and
saluted numerous individuals, groups
and events.

The $5,975,220 spending plan,
reflecting an approximate 2.3 per-
cent increase over last year’s tab,
was endorsed by the council 5 to 1 on
second reading following a public
hearing, with Democratic Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell the lone
dissenter.

The budget, which calls for
$3,444,817.94 to be raised through
real estate taxes, represents a 6.8
percent increase in the municipal tax
rate. Borough residents will pay, on
average, $1.57 per $100 of assessed
value on their homes, or $83 more
than last year.

Ms. Mitchell cited her concerns
about the budget’s property tax im-
pact, particularly on senior citizens,
saying that some people had won-
dered if seniors were being forced
out of the community by annual prop-

erty tax hikes.
She also proposed that she and her

colleagues reconsider whether or not
to support a bill within the State
Legislature calling for a Constitu-
tional Convention that would ad-
dress property tax relief.

Councilman Stuart S. Kline, Chair-
man of the Administration and Fi-
nance Committee, said members of
the governing body worked “long
and hard” on the budget over the
course of some seven meetings which
lasted several hours each. As a result,
he felt officials had hammered out “a
budget that we can live with.”

He noted that the governing body
was faced with several mandatory
costs again this year, including a
$111,000 rise in health insurance
costs for municipal employees and
$15,000 for the Length of Service
Awards Program for Fanwood’s vol-
unteer firefighters and Rescue Squad
personnel, which was approved by
local voters in a 1999 referendum.

In addition, the borough experi-
enced a $140,000 decline in revenue
from 2000, Councilman Kline con-
firmed.

While saying he was “sympathetic

to the concern about the size of the
municipal tax increase,” Republican
Council President Joel Whitaker said
he felt officials had “done a pretty
good job of managing the things that
we can manage here.”

Democratic Councilwoman and
Police Commissioner Karen M.
Schurtz observed that “a big portion
of the budget deals with public
safety,” adding that the people whose
jobs fall within this purview need to
be properly equipped to serve the
community.

Although supporting the budget
herself, Mrs. Schurtz said a vote
against the spending plan should not
be viewed as a negative, saying such
diversity of opinions illustrates “the
richness of what we bring to the
table.”

She said such differences also serve
as a “resounding acknowledgment”
of the challenges faced by governing
body members in crafting a budget
that will maintain municipal services
without creating too heavy a tax bur-
den.

Republican Councilman Thomas
P. Ryan, Jr. stated that borough offi-
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District Narrows
Candidate Field for School Principal Openings

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The field of candidates under con-
sideration for the principalships of
three of Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s five
elementary schools has been whittled
down to five individuals.

The district launched its search for
qualified principals with the retire-
ment of Dr. Beverlee Kaminetzky
from Evergreen Elementary School
in January. More recently, Carl M.
Kumpf at J.A. Coles Elementary
School and Jeffrey Ross of Brunner
Elementary School announced their
intent to retire at the conclusion of
the present school year.

The finalists were scheduled to
meet with the respective staffs of
each school this week. The adminis-
tration planned to submit the names
of three finalists to the Board of
Education tomorrow, May 18, with
the hope that the board would inter-

view each candidate on Tuesday, May
22.

During the board’s May 10 agenda
meeting, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) students
Michael Thompson and Andrea
Meyer asked the board to facilitate
more student involvement with board
decisions. Students were particularly
concerned about curriculum and
policy changes.

“There are inadequate means by
which students can communicate
concerns to the Board of Education,”
said Michael. “We’re concerned that
students and the board have fallen
out of touch...and want the board to
consider opening the lines of com-
munications.”

Andrea proposed holding an open
forum for students and board mem-
bers.

In response, board member Linda
Nelson suggested the Student Gov-

ernment at SPFHS consider creating
a liaison between the board and stu-
dents who could attend board meet-
ings and report information back to
the student body.

Board member Edward J. Saridaki,
Jr. commended the students for tak-
ing the initiative to come before the
board. He suggested there be a regu-
lar column in the high school news-
paper, The Fanscotian, to update stu-
dents on board issues.

During the meeting, Scotch Plains
resident Barbara Cronenberger-
Meyer questioned the board’s intent
to use the professional negotiating
services of Cassetta, Taylor and
Whalen as the board’s contract with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association draws to a close on
Saturday, June 30. The fee for the
services for the 2001-2002 school
year is $25,168.

Reminding the board of the way
the last “many” contract negotia-
tions have gone, Mrs. Cronenberger-
Meyer said, “I might question
whether they are the most effective
organization for us to be working

with.” She suggested it might be
time for a “breath of fresh air.”

In addition to recognizing the
aforementioned principals for their
many years of service to the students
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools,
board members took turns acknowl-
edging the respective efforts of 14
other individuals.

Together, this “extraordinary class
of educators,” as Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye called
them, combined for over 442 years
of service to the district.

Honored were: Dori Ahwal, secre-
tary, 20 years; William Born, teacher,
36 years; John Cornelius, custodian,
18 years; John Gayewski, teacher, 34
years; Mary Lou Hebding, aide, 26
years; Priscilla Janusz, teacher, 18
years; Beverlee Kaminetzky, princi-
pal/administrator, 28 years; John
Kenderdine, teacher, 33 years, and
Carl Kumpf, principal/administra-
tor, 41 years.

Other retirees included: Ronald
MacKenzie, teacher, 34 years; Mary
Martin, secretary, 17 years; Catherine

Bowcraft Hearing Focuses
On Noise, Traffic Studies

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Enduring more than four hours of
testimony and cross-examination,
professional engineering consultant
for Bowcraft Amusement Park on
Route 22, Gary Dean of Gary Dean
and Associates in Oldwick, testified

proximately 18 inches deep and the
lazy river about 30 inches deep.

A one-story bathroom/locker room
wood-frame building would be at the
entrance of the water park and the
entire water park would be sur-
rounded by a six-foot-high fence and
landscaping. A 40-foot by 80-foot
maintenance building would replace
a red barn and several trailers cur- CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

“You will be able to hear sounds
coming from the park, but it will
not be louder than the sound of
traffic on Glenside Avenue.”

-Gary Dean
Professional Engineering Consultant,

Gary Dean and Associates of Oldwick

before the Scotch Plains Board of
Adjustment at the continuation of
Bowcraft’s variance application on
Thursday.

Bowcraft is applying for a “D”
variance to add a water park addition
and maintenance building to its ex-
isting amusement park. After the
board’s denial of their first applica-
tion, owners of Bowcraft, Marke
Enterprises, presented a new appli-
cation for a non-conforming use vari-
ance before the Board of Adjustment
on April 5. The new application is a
scaled-down version of the previous
application.

Both the first variance application
and this one have met with staunch
opposition from neighboring resi-
dents who object to the expansion.
Several residents circulated petitions,
ran newspaper ads and attended pre-
vious board meetings to voice their
objections. Some of the residents
formed a citizens’ group called the
Scotch Plains Association Concerned
with the Environment (SPACE).
SPACE hired an engineer to repre-
sent their objections to the proposal
at the meetings.

The residents’ chief concerns cen-
tered on the potential increase in
noise, lights, traffic congestion and
devaluation of their properties that
they believed the proposed expan-
sion would cause. The residents told
the board that noise from Bowcraft’s
rides, the Public Address (PA) sys-
tem and screaming children inter-
fered with the enjoyment of their
yards.

The proposed 10,600-square-foot
water park consists of a wading pool,
a lazy river and three, 14-foot-high
water slides that would be located on
2.2 acres of existing Bowcraft prop-
erty. The wading pool would be ap-

rently used for storage of equipment.
According to previous testimony,

the water park would cater to chil-
dren under 12 years of age and would
attract mostly customers from the
dry area of the amusement park.
Steve Marke, owner of Bowcraft,
previously testified that he was los-
ing many customers on very hot days.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Scotch Plains Wants to Give Public Input
On Bridge and Low Water Pressure Issues

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains officials are pres-
ently trying to set up meetings that
will give the public an opportunity
to find out more about the proposed
bridge over Route 22, as well as the
reasons for low water pressure in
some parts of the township.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins told the Township Council
at its agenda meeting on Tuesday
night that he was still trying to
coordinate the date of a public
meeting with township officials,
the state Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT) and officials from
neighboring communities and
Union County.

The planned meeting would ad-
dress the DOT’s proposal, put forth
last summer, to replace the bridge
linking Park Avenue in downtown
Scotch Plains with Bonnie Burn
Road on the northern side of Route
22.

The proposal calls for a new
bridge, providing a direct and
straight-line link between the two
streets.

Opposition to such a new, wider
bridge has arisen in the past nine
months from residents on the north
side of Route 22, who fear an in-
crease in traffic in their neighbor-
hoods, and from the owners of busi-
nesses located in the township’s cen-
tral business district.

The business owners have voiced
concern that an increase in traffic,
especially truck traffic, would be

detrimental to their efforts to revital-
ize the shopping district. Mr. Atkins
told the council he was hopeful a
meeting could be set up sometime
next month.

The township is also trying to set
up a public meeting with officials
from Elizabethtown Water Company,
so that residents can find out the
reasons for the low water pressure
being experienced in some sections
of Scotch Plains. Such a session will
also give water company officials a
chance to explain the utility’s recent
rate increase.

Separately, Councilman Frank S.
Rossi said a more extensive Students
in Government program is moving
forward. The effort will be part of the
shared services coordination between
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the joint
Board of Education.

Mr. Rossi said one idea would be
to have students from the high school
rotate among the various levels and
departments of the local govern-
ments.

Mayor Martin L. Marks said he’d
like any efforts to allow students to
observe local government in action
to be coordinated primarily by offi-
cials from the high school, rather
than having to put too much of an
unnecessary burden on local gov-
ernment administrators.

On another matter, Mr. Atkins
said the township’s Public Works
Department will be doing much-
needed road repairs soon on High-
lander Drive, the surface of which
was seriously damaged by the win-

ter weather.
He said funding for this resurfac-

ing, which was originally slated for
2002, became available when road

repair work on another street was
pared back this year, thus freeing up
some moneys for the Highlander
Drive effort.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SPECIAL COLLECTION…The Friends of the Scotch Plains Library held a clothing drive at Park Middle School on May
12. Volunteers gathered outside of the school with bags filled with clothes collected during the drive. Pictured, left to right,
are: Maria DiFrancesco, Chairwoman and Vice President of the Park School Parent Teacher Association; Linda Jean
Paseka, seventh graders Megan Drown and Katherine Paseka, and Thomas Woloch and Andy Jaruga.

MUSICAL DECREE...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks named April as
“Harmony Month” throughout the township during a meeting with the Rahway
Valley Jerseyaires. Pictured, left to right, are: baritone Ed Ringel, Mayor
Marks, Jerseyaires President and tenor Doug Brown, lead Veto Malici, and bass
Gene Gallucci.

Judge Perfilio Takes
Seat on Superior Court

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Joseph P. Perfilio, who served as
Scotch Plains Municipal Court
Judge for 16 years, formally joined
the Superior Court of New Jersey in
Elizabeth last week. Initially, he
will be a presiding judge in the
special civil portion of the court,
handling small claims matters as
well as landlord-tenant disputes.

Speaking with The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood earlier this
week, Judge Perfilio said his ap-
pointment came after he had been
asked a few times by then-Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco if
he’d be interested in serving. Judge
Perfilio said he had earlier de-
murred, but late last year, with the
impending retirement of his part-
ner in his Hoboken law firm and the
coming elevation of Mr.
DiFrancesco to the post of Acting
Governor, he decided to accept an
appointment.

After an extensive background
check by the State Police, as well
as interviews with the Union County

and State Bar Associations, Judge
Perfilio met with the State Senate
Judiciary Committee, which ap-
proved his appointment in late
March.

Back in 1970, four years after
graduating from Fordham Univer-
sity School of Law, Judge Perfilio,
a Jersey City native with four
daughters and two granddaugh-
ters, moved to Scotch Plains, where
his wife taught foreign languages
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

One of his neighbors was Gabe
Spera, who served on the Town-
ship Council from 1983 to 1991
and was mayor in 1985 and 1988.
Judge Perfilio said he worked with
Mr. Spera and other local resi-
dents in opposing the proposed
construction of condominium de-
velopments on farmlands on the
south side of Scotch Plains.

While Mr. Spera went on to
become involved in electoral poli-
tics, Judge Perfilio said his wife
“didn’t want me to get involved in
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cials are pursuing initiatives to increase
ratables and revenues – such as the pend-
ing expansion of the south side Fanwood
train station lot – as a means of keeping
municipal taxes from climbing.

Under other business, the governing
body adopted three ordinances on second
reading. One of these, a bond ordinance
authorizing various capital improvements
for Fanwood, appropriates $988,749 and
authorizes issuance of $939,149 in bonds
or notes to finance a portion of the cost of
these projects.

The second ordinance adopted last week
amends an earlier bond ordinance cover-
ing general improvements to the bor-
ough. It re-appropriates $44,000 for im-
provements to the playing fields at Forest
Road Park. Finally, an ordinance was
adopted covering salary ranges for the
Fanwood Police Department for 2001.

Council members also unanimously
approved two ordinances on first reading,
the first of which deals with dogs.

The new ordinance prohibits people
from walking their dogs in Fanwood parks
(officials supported exemptions for dogs
assisting the blind or otherwise disabled
individuals). Members of the governing
body said the measure was aimed at pre-
venting health problems related to dog
feces, which can attract rats or invite
illness in other ways.

The ordinance also clearly defines the
manner in which dog feces are to be
discarded, while listing increased penal-
ties for violations of regulations related to
the cleanup of dog waste.

As outlined in the decree, dog feces are
to be collected and sealed in plastic bags
and may only be disposed of in the dog
owner’s own trash container. They may
not be placed in another resident’s gar-
bage without that person’s permission, or
discarded in borough receptacles or in
storm sewers.

The second ordinance approved on
first reading amends two articles con-
tained in Fanwood’s recently revised Land
Use Ordinance. These articles address
Planning Board procedures concerning
the role of the Zoning Officer; side yard
setbacks; off-street parking, loading, cir-
culation and access.

Later in the meeting, governing body
members approved a resolution, 5 to 1, for
the awarding of a contract in the amount
of $14,850 to Hot Rails Inc. of Orange for
the sale, design and installation of equip-
ment for a skate park for skateboarders
and in-line skaters at LaGrande Park.

The cost will be split between the
Fanwood Recreation Commission – us-
ing money from its Parks Renewal Fund,
generated through fundraisers — and grant
money which was awarded to the bor-
ough.

Councilman Kline, who voted against
the resolution, said that while he is not
opposed to the skate park itself, he had
been under the impression following coun-
cil discussions leading up to last week’s
agenda meeting that the Recreation Com-
mission would be paying the full tab for
the facility out of its Parks Renewal Fund.

He anticipated that planned renova-
tions for Forest Road Park will likely
exceed the $390,000 in combined county
grants received by Fanwood, from which

Fanwood Council OKs Budget 5-1;
Skate Park Bid Gets Green Light

the borough is contributing its share for
the skate park.

Councilman Ryan, who serves as coun-
cil Liaison to the Recreation Commis-
sion, said the commission had $10,000
left over in its Parks Renewal Fund after
purchasing special timed locks for park
lavatories and other expenses.

According to Mr. Ryan, the commis-
sion had asked the council to match the
commission’s contribution of $7,500 to
fund the skate park so that there would
still be money left in the Parks Renewal
Fund in the event some other expense
needed to be covered.

Concerning funds available for the work
at Forest Road Park, Councilman Ryan,
who chairs the governing body’s Recre-
ation and Community Services Commit-
tee, acknowledged Tuesday that “we don’t
have a bottomless pit of money.”

However, he told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that he and fellow offi-
cials are committed to completing all of
the planned improvements at Forest Road
Park in the most cost-effective manner
possible.

In supporting the resolution, Council-
man Whitaker pointed out that the bor-
ough currently provides activities for age
groups from infants through senior citi-
zens, but that there are no specific pro-
grams, such as a skate park, particularly
geared toward adolescents.

The first 45 minutes of last week’s
meeting were dedicated to a variety of
presentations, including the following
proclamations: Police Week, May 14 to
20; May as Rescue Squad Month and
May 13 to 20 as EMS Week; Public
Works Week, May 20-26; Historic Pres-
ervation Week and Nurses Week, May 6
to 12, and Teacher/Staff Appreciation
Week, May 7 to 11.

Several individuals were also recog-
nized with proclamations, including
Katherine Walker and Elizabeth
Gigantelli, both of whom achieved the
Girl Scout Gold Award, and Gerald Patrick
McGovern, who received the Florence
M. Levine Award from The Arc of Union
County.

Several members of the Fanwood Po-
lice Department were recognized for out-
standing performance of duty. Patrolman
Ronald Greco received an Exceptional
Duty Award, while Patrolman Brandon
Lorenz earned a Meritorious Service
Award and Patrolman Russell J. Yeager
received two Meritorious Service Awards.

Resolutions were presented honoring
the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad, as
well as to Walter Casky of Graphic Re-
search in Fanwood and Richard Davis
and Lawrence Naldi of Merck & Com-
pany.

Each of the honorees presented
Fanwood Police Chief Robert Carboy
with a defibrillator for the department,
which can be used to revive someone who
has been stricken with heart failure. The
defibrillator presented by Mr. Casky was
acquired through funds raised by local
merchants.

Finally, a resolution was presented to
the family of the late Eugene Bellamy, a
longtime Fanwood resident who died on
April 21. Mr. Bellamy had served as Fire
Protection Officer and Fire Sub-code Of-
ficial for the borough.
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MONDAY, MAY 7
•  Pry marks were reported on a rear

door of School One Elementary, Willow
Avenue. Entry to the building was not
gained. The incident occurred overnight.

•  A student at Union Catholic High
School reported the theft of a laptop
computer from a locker. The incident
occurred on Wednesday, May 2.

•  Philip Horowitz, 38, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with theft and
making terroristic threats after a con-
frontation with a neighbor.

Horowitz allegedly took a tape re-
corder from the complainant and made
threatening statements. Horowitz was
released on $5,000 bail set by Scotch
Plains Municipal Judge Brian Levine.

FRIDAY, MAY 11
•  A burglary to a business was re-

ported in the 2500 block of Route 22.
Entry was gained by smashing the front
door glass. Approximately $135 in cash
was taken from the register. The inci-
dent occurred sometime overnight.

•  The theft of plants from in front of an
Evergreen Boulevard residence occurred
overnight.

•  A Shackamaxon Drive resident had
checks totaling $400 cashed against his
account which were taken from a ship-
ment, which was not received from the
bank.

•  A burglary to a residence in the 1900
block of Raritan Road was reported.
Entry was gained through a second floor
window. Cash and jewelry were taken
from a bedroom during the evening hours.

•  Someone attempted to gain entry to
a Shirewood Lane residence by prying

open a garage window. The resident also
determined that the phone lines were
cut.

•  Entry was reportedly gained to a
Route 22 service station at approximately
midnight by someone kicking out a glass
panel. An undetermined amount of cash
was taken.

SATURDAY, MAY 12
•  Police received a report of a 1993

Jeep Cherokee stolen from the parking
lot at Bowcraft Amusement Park dur-
ing the afternoon hours. A Honda Civic
that was reported stolen was left in the
lot and recovered. During this investi-
gation, it was found that a battery from
a third vehicle was removed in an at-
tempted theft, but was also recovered at
the scene.

•  A resident of Raritan Road reported
mischief to the rear door by someone
who threw a paint-like substance some-
time during the day.

SUNDAY, MAY 13
•  Thomas Monaco, 39, of Scotch Plains

was charged with driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol following a motor
vehicle accident in which he was operat-
ing a motorcycle on Cook Avenue at
approximately 8:20 p.m. No other ve-
hicles were involved and Monaco was
treated for minor injuries at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.

MONDAY, MAY 14
 •Sandra Jackson, 48, of Scotch Plains

was arrested and charged with driving
under the influence of alcohol following
an officer’s investigation of a vehicle on
the curb in the 300 block of Park Avenue
at approximately 2 a.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F Board
Of Education

Mattfield, teacher, 33 years; Diane
Panko, teacher, 30 years; Linda
Remler, secretary, 12 years; Jeffrey
Ross, principal/administrator, 13
years; Arthur Weiler, teacher, 31
years, and Donald Williams, teacher/
administrator; 18 years.

Among the topics on the agenda
for the 8 p.m. May 22 board meeting
are:

•  Approval of the district’s tech-
nology goals and three-year technol-
ogy plan.

•  Awarding of bids for fire alarm
upgrades at the elementary schools,
asbestos removal in the high school
auditorium, addition and alterations
to School One Elementary and Park
Middle School.

•  Approval of an agreement with
Cassetta, Taylor and Whalen for ne-
gotiating services.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Gears Up
For Memorial Day
At LaGrande Park

FANWOOD - The Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission will sponsor
Memorial Day in the Park 2001 at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood on
Monday, May 28, following the
annual Memorial Day Parade
through Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

An assortment of activities,
games and refreshments will be
featured at the event, which is
scheduled to begin at 11:30 a.m.
Among this year’s attractions will
be a Moonwalk, Peanut the Giant
Elephant, a Dunk Tank and a clown
making balloon animals, as well as
pony rides.

Other highlights will be a mar-
tial arts demonstration and a
dance exhibition by the Kelly
School of Irish Dance.

The Memorial Day Parade will
begin in downtown Scotch Plains at
10 a.m. and proceed along Park Av-
enue to Martine Avenue in Fanwood,
before it ends at Marian Avenue near
LaGrande Park.

Volunteers are needed to sell tick-
ets, cook and distribute food, and to
supervise attractions. Interested in-
dividuals may call Pam Sayles at
(908) 889-9384 or Linda Caminiti at
(908) 889-4935.

WELCOME ABOARD…Newly-elected members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education were sworn in at the board’s recent reorganization meeting.
Members who are beginning their first three-year term are Craig Nowlin of Scotch
Plains, left, and Pat Hoynes-O’Connor of Fanwood. Lance Porter, right, began his
second term on the board. In other action during the reorganization meeting, Dr.
Donald Sheldon of Scotch Plains was elected by his colleagues to serve as Board
President and Jessica Simpson of Fanwood was elected to serve as Vice President.

Bowcraft Hearing Focuses
On Noise, Traffic Studies

He estimated that approximately
200 more customers per day would
attend as a result of adding the water
park, but that most customers would
be those who were already in the dry
park.

During the May 10 meeting, Mr.
Dean described in detail the results
of sound and traffic studies made by
him at Bowcraft in both September
of 2000 and April of this year. Mr.
Dean measured decibel levels of vari-
ous sounds from driveways of houses
that front onto Glenside Avenue, as
well as from within the amusement
park during peak operating hours,
and levels from across Route 22.

His conclusion was that cars going
down Glenside Avenue were contribut-
ing more noise to Glenside Avenue yards
than the noises generated within the
park. He also stated that the decibel
levels of the park were barely percep-
tible from the mini-mall on the other side
of Route 22, where neighbors on Moun-
tain Avenue have complained of exces-
sive noise from the park’s roller coaster.

Furthermore, he measured deci-
bel levels of sounds coming from a
water park similar to the one being
proposed. From that study, Mr. Dean
concluded that a water park addition
would not contribute any significant
change in the noise levels onto adja-
cent properties. The water park would
be approximately 330 feet away from
the closest house.

“You will be able to hear sounds
coming from the park,” Mr. Dean con-
ceded, “but it will not be louder than the
sound of traffic on Glenside Avenue.”

Mr. Dean pointed out that if a hous-
ing development occupied this parcel
of land, instead of a water park, the
sounds of children yelling, in addi-
tion to lawn mowers and air condi-
tioners, would create a greater in-
crease in the level of noise in the area.

Mr. Dean also did a traffic and park-
ing analysis of the area and the site.

Based on numbers of estimated
customers given to him by Mr. Marke,
he concluded that there was ample
parking in the lot behind Bowcraft.
The application proposes to delin-
eate 332 parking spaces in the back
parking lot, in addition to the exist-
ing 130 parking spaces located in the
front of the site, adjacent to Route
22.

“Even in a worst-case scenario,
which is unlikely to occur, there is
sufficient parking to handle the esti-
mated increase in customers,” Mr.
Dean concluded.

Numerous residents expressed
concerns that the parking lot would
not be adequate to hold the influx of
new customers and questioned the
estimates and methods of calcula-
tion used by Mr. Dean.

Glenside Avenue resident Karen
Johnsen told Mr. Dean that she
wished he had come to her house to
measure the decibel levels, which
would have been more indicative of
what she had to endure, rather than
measuring sound from the end of her
driveway in front of her house.

“I don’t live at the end of my
driveway,” Ms. Johnsen stated.

Mountain Avenue resident Thelma
Gerber told Mr. Dean that she could
hear the roller coaster very loudly
from her yard, contrary to what his
decibel measurements concluded.

“Noise is very subjective,” Mr. Dean
stated. “Children laughing and play-
ing might be pleasing to some people,
and annoying to others,” he said.

The application will be contin-
ued on Thursday, May 31, with
testimony from a professional
planner and the designer of the
water park.

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

C O M P A N Y

Towns Can Now Regulate
Against Early A.M. Pickups

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A piece of legisla-
tion signed into law last week will give
municipalities with private garbage col-
lections, such as Westfield, the legal
power they need to stop early morning
pickups.

In 1993, the Westfield Town Council
passed an ordinance prohibiting gar-
bage haulers from operating in town
prior to 6 a.m. The town’s action was
later overturned by a state Superior
Court judge who ruled that only the
state can make that decision.

Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger of
Westfield (R-22nd) took on the issue by
sponsoring legislation that would al-
low municipalities to limit garbage and
recyclable collection to specific hours.
That bill, A-1936, was signed into law
by Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco last Thursday. The legis-
lation was co-sponsored by now former
Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine.

“It took a long time (for the bill to
become law),” Mr. Bagger said, noting
the associations representing the haul-
ers had opposed the legislation. “But I
am persistent.”

“This started six or seven years ago,”
he observed. “This (early a.m. collec-
tions) was a problem in some neighbor-
hoods when some residential haulers
began pickups in the middle of the night.”

“There has been a steady stream of
complaints from Westfield about this
(early morning pickups),” Mr. Bagger
noted.

Assemblyman Bagger explained that
these same haulers were restricted in
surrounding towns from the same prac-
tice because those towns had municipal
contracts. But towns like Westfield,
which have private collections, were
out of luck.

“The purpose of this law is to allow
municipalities the option of limiting
solid waste collection times in order to
preserve peace and quiet throughout
the neighborhoods,” said Mr. Bagger,
who served as Westfield mayor in 1991.

“Garbage collection can be disturb-
ing because, typically, trash collection
occurs in the early morning hours, when
most residents are asleep.”

The Bagger-Augustine bill was sup-
ported by the New Jersey League of
Municipalities.

Former Westfield Town Councilman
Anthony M. LaPorta was one of those
residents woken up early in the morn-
ing by his hauler, who would collect
trash as early as 3 a.m.

“I think it (eventual passage of the
state law) is a great story,” Mr. LaPorta
said. He specifically noted that the leg-
islation was unanimously supported in
both houses of the State Legislature.

Upon joining the council in 1993,
Mr. LaPorta began to actively deal with
the issue as Chairman of the council’s
Solid Waste Committee. He met with
haulers serving the town, at which time

he told them to stop early morning
pickups or else he would press the coun-
cil to introduce an ordinance restricting
collection hours.

When haulers balked at the time, Mr.
LaPorta said he brought the issue before
the full council which, after some heated
meetings attended by over 100 residents,
passed a local law by a 6-3 tally.

“It was the big issue in the town for a
couple months,” he told The Times. The
former councilman said Mr. Bagger con-
tinued to keep him abreast on the status
of the legislation.

“It really shows how government can
work,” Mr. LaPorta commented, noting
how the council’s action eventually led
to state action that gave teeth to towns to
restrict collection hours.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
he wants to compare the legislation to the
town ordinance to see if they conform.
Mr. Bagger said he believes the town
should re-introduce its ordinance so that
officials can soon start enforcing the law.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks
said Tuesday night, “This is an issue
that the township has worked on in the
past. We have always felt that it was
appropriate to limit the times of refuse
collection in that it is a quality of life
issue.

“We have fought on behalf of our
residents in court unsuccessfully be-
fore. We hope that this new state legis-
lation will stand if challenged in court.”

SPFHS DECA Students Win
International Competition

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School stu-
dents Andrew Elko, Michael
Hessemer, Rob Bugg and Ryan
Crawford placed second in the Inter-
national Competition at the 2001
DECA International Career Devel-
opment Conference in Anaheim,
Calif. The competition was held from
April 25 to  April 28.

The team qualified in the state/
provincial competition earlier this

spring before going on to compete at
the international level in the Cre-
ative Marketing Research Project,
along with hundreds of competitors
from the U.S., its territories and
Canada.

DECA, an international association
of marketing students, provides a co-
curricular program of activities for high
school marketing education programs
across the U.S. and Canada, Guam,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.
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Judge Perfilio
politics.” Instead, he was named
Municipal Court Judge in 1985.

“My experience there was a won-
derful experience,” he told The Times.
He praised the court staff as “smart
people” who “really know their job.”
He laughed when he said that the
staff “made it easy for me. They just
gave me the calendar and sent me out
there.”

With his elevation to the Superior
Court and the retirement of Thomas
Marquet, his law partner, Judge
Perfilio’s Hoboken law practice has
been dissolved. For three decades,
the “nature of the practice was to
cater to people like us,” meaning
working people,  he stated. “The
pleasant part of the practice,” Judge
Perfilio said, “was to see someone
coming from a stark background and
making it on their own.”

Judge Perfilio fills a vacancy on
the Superior Court left by the retire-
ment of Judge Leonard S. Sachar,
who also served as Municipal Court
Judge in Scotch Plains. Another sit-
ting judge, James J. Walsh, also
served in the same post in Scotch
Plains.


